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History was made this summer when the Welsh 
football team qualified for a major tournament for 
the first time since 1958. We were keen to send 
them as much support as possible from back home 
and so we turned 13 iconic sites red, including 
Tintern Abbey and the castles of Beaumaris, 
Caernarfon, Chepstow and Kidwelly. 

We took some great images of these sites glowing red 

and were quick to create a video slideshow featuring the 

best images set to a unique harp version of football fan 

favourite 'Kernkraft 400' by Zombie Nation. 

We released the video an hour before Wales kicked 

off against England and by the time the final whistle 

sounded it had been viewed more than a quarter of a 

million times! 

To celebrate the team getting into the final I 6 of the 

tournament, we allowed free entry at all Cadw sites on 

Sunday 26 June. 
After wins over Northern Ireland and Belgium, 

Gareth Bale and the boys secured a semi-final clash 

against Portugal. 

Before the game, after being asked how he played at 

such a constant high level, Gareth Bale was quoted as 
saying: 'The dragon on my shirt, that's all I need.' 

That inspired us to bring our Caerphilly dragon to life 

in stunning Computer-Generated Imagery (CGI) as a show 
of support to the team. 

We worked with students from the University of South 

Wales to create the film which shows the dragon emerging 
from Caerphilly Castle and flying past Chepstow and 

Harlech castles before landing at Caernarfon Castle. 

The video, which was also used to promote the dragon's 
Welsh summer tour of several Cadw sites, has been seen 
by more than one million people. 

Now we're looking forward to the World Cup 20 18 
qualifying campaign and hope the boys replicate their Euros 
success in Russia! 

10 

Cof Cymru - National 
Historic Assets of Wales 
Cadw has launched a test version of Cof Cymru -

National Historic Assets of Wales- on its website 

bit.ly/CofCymru 
This free online resource provides information on the 

location and identity of designated and registered historic 

assets across Wales. lt contributes to Cadw's overall aim 

of delivering an accessible and well-protected historic 

environment for Wales and supports the provisions of the 

Historic Environment (Wales) Act. Users will be able to 

use Cof Cymru to obtain easily accessible mapping and 

descriptions of protected sites across Wales. 

The site currently includes information on scheduled 

monuments, listed buildings, protected wrecks, World 

Heritage Sites and registered landscapes of historic interest. 

Historic parks and gardens will also be displayed on the 

site once a review of existing sites has been completed 

before the introduction of the statutory register under the 

provisions of the Act. 

Cadw plans to develop and improve Cof Cymru and we 

would be very grateful for any comments on its functionality 

or suggestions for improvements. Please send your feedback 

to cadw@wales.gsi.gov.uk 

Conservation work at 
Bryn Gop Cairn 
One ofWales's most 

spectacular prehistoric 

monuments has been 

restored to its fonmer 

prominence thanks 

to grant aid from 

Cadw. The funding 

has allowed Clwydian 
Range and Dee Valley .......................... 
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Natural Beauty to clear scrub from the enormous stone cairn 

of Bryn Gop above Trelawnyd in Flintshire. 

Rising between I 0- ISm from the summit of its limestone 

ridge, the cairn - known locally as 'The Gop' - is the 

largest prehistoric cairn in Wales and is second only in size on 

mainland Britain to Silbury Hill near Avebury. 

Excavations in the nineteenth century suggest that the cairn 

is Neolithic and built of massive limestone block but, in recent 

years, the lower slopes had become overgrown. 
As a scheduled monument and a Site of Special Scientific 

Interest, Cadw and Natural Resources Wales agreed on a 
programme to return the cairn to its earlier grassed state, 

both to improve the cairn's condition and appearance and to 
provide a specialised habitat for wildlife. 


