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CWMBACH - PAR16130 NGR 50167397 98mOD 

Location 

1.1 Cwmbacn has developed where a small stream exits its deep-cut valley and enters the lower lands of 
the Wye Valley. Facing south with higher ground providing shelter on the north, Cwmbach is now the 
focus of several lanes. 

1.2 The B4350 linking Glasbury with Boughrood Bridge passes through the village. Glasbury is no more 
than one kilometre to the south-east, while Brecon is around 16km to the south-west. 

History 

2.1 The origins and development of Cwmbach have not been determined, and the name simply means 
'small valley'. An earty beginning seems unlikely. Nevertheless, in the mid-19th century there was a 
scatter of houses at this point where various tracks converged. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 All Saints' Churoh (PAR 16010) was built in 1881-2. No further comment is necessary. 

3.2 North-west of the village in the valley, the Ordnance Survey record the name Fishpond Wood. 
Quarrying has had a destructive effect on the valley's eastern slopes, but on the west, partially truncated 
by the road, is a rectangular depression (PAR 16211), embanked on its short north side. This could well 
be the fishpond but its origin is unknown. 

Recommendations 

4.1 No recommendations are proposed for Cwmbach, although the fishpond will require further study in 
the event of any development that affects it. 

References 

CPAT Field Visit 9 December 1993 
Davies n.d. 
Tithe Map, Glasbury, 1846 
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CWMBACH LLECHRHYD - PAR16131 NGR 50029540 160mOD 

Location 

1.1 Cwmbach Llechrhyd occupies the west bank of the Dulas Brook about one kilometre above its 
confluence with the Wye. 

1.2 The village straggles along the A470, the church higher up the slope overlooking the dwellings closer 
to the stream. Builth Wells lies some 3km to the south-east. 

History 

2.1 In the vicinity a battle (PAR 4253) was fought between the sons of Bleddyn ab Cynfyn and Rhys ab 
Tewdwr in 1087x1089. The precise spot is not known. 

2.2 As far as can be ascertained, Cwmbach is a post-medieval development on a tumpike road, with no 
earlier history attached to it. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 The church of St John the Devine (PAR 16011) was built in 1886n. 

Recommendations 

4.1 Cwmbach Llechrhyd does not merit any recommendations in the context of this survey. 

References 

CPAT Field Visit 14 December 1993 
County SMR 
Haslam 1979,227 
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DI5COED - PAR16132 NGR 50276647 180mOD 

Location 

1.1 Discoed lies on the south side of the River Lugg, 4km to the west of Presteigne in eastem 
Radnorshire. 

1.2 The Lugg here passes through a deep steep-sided valley, the village lying close to the bottom of the 
slope just above the valley floor. The older part of the settlement occupies the west flank of a narrow 
valley dropping down towards the river, with more modem dwellings on the east side. 

History 

2.1 Discoed appears as 'Discote' in Domesday, but Williams argued that the true derivation was 'Iscoed' 
meaning 'beneath the wood'. 

2.2 Notwithstanding, the origin and early history of Discoed are obscure. Possibly the church dedication 
and the shape of the churchyard militate against an early medieval beginning, and this view also finds 
some support in the fact that in the Middle Ages, it was a chapelry within the ecclesiastical parish of 
Presteigne. 

2.3 By the middle of the 19th century, the village presented an appearance very similar to today. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 A circular cropmark with an adjacent linear mark, seen only from the air, may signify an enclosed 
Iron Age farmstead (PAR 7025), a short distnce to the west of the village. 

3.2 Offa's Dyke (PAR 10000) passes some 400m to the west of the village. 

3.3 The church of St Michael (PAR 16012; Grade 11 listing) was rebuilt in 1869, possibly on earlier 
foundations. The octagonal font is 13th century. 

3.4 The churchyard (PAR 16252) is sub-triangular in shape and raised on the east and north-east. 

3.5 A mound (PAR 294; SAM Radnor 50) to the north of the church has been variously interpreted as a 
gazebo platform, barrow or a motte. From some directions this appears to be no more than a landscaped 
spur and the barrQw/motte hypotheSiS is unconvincing, although it has been scheduled on the basis of 
this interpretation. We should also note that it was not referred to by Williams at the beginning of the 
19th century. 

3.6 Upper House (PAR 20645; Grade 11* listing) just to the south of the church is a timber-framed hall
house with jettied crosswing. Built in the 16th century it was largely reconstructed in the following 
century. A barn now used as a workshop (PAR 16253), 20m to the north, may be slightly later, and is 
evidently part of the same complex. It has been thoroughly renovated, and has not been listed. 

3.7 Post-war aerial photography revealed earthworks including ridge and furrow around the western edge 
of the village (PAR 16254; os plots 4300 and 5265). Close inspection of this area was not possible 
during the survey but on the basis of cursory observations and recent oblique aerial photographs most of 
the earthworks appear to have been erased by agricultural activity. 

Recommendations 

4.1 The historic core of the village as defined on the accompanying map has some archaeological 
potential and appropriate consultation should be conducted to establish the archaeological and historical 
implications of all development proposals affecting it. 
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4.2 Pre-planning evaluations should be anticipated for any proposals involving ground in and around the 
churchyard. 

4.3 Pre-planning evaluations may also be necessary elsewhere in the historic core depending on the 
scale and type of proposal , while archaeological watching briefs should be anticipated where 
development occurs within the remainder of the defined area. 

4.4 The mound (PAR 294) is a scheduled ancient monument and consequently the relevant legislative 
procedures must be observed. The same is true for the listed buildings within the village. 

References 

AP: CPAT 86-8-26 
AP: RAF/CPElUKl1873/1120 4 December 1946 
Cadw Schedule of Listed Buildings 1992 
CPAT Field Visit 3 December 1993 
County SMR 
Davies 1905, 175 
Haslam 1979, 229 
Lewis 1633 
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DISSERTH - PAR16133 NGR S0034583 150mOD 

Location 

1.1 A loop in the River Ithon, 4km downstream of Uandrindod Wells, is the location for Disserth church 
and the houses that accompany it. The church lies on the valley floor to the east of the river, 
overshadowed by the hill to the west. 

1.2 A minor road linking Newbridge-on-Wye and Howey passes less than lOOm to the north. 

1.3 The tranquility of the spot is not assisted by the presence of a caravan park on the north and west 
sides of the churchyard. 

History 

2.1 The name is said to derive from Latin 'desertum' signifying a wild and deserted place, and applied in 
an ecclesiastical sense to a monk's retreat or hermit's cell. 

2.2 St Cewydd is believed to have lived in the 6th century and at least one other Radnorshire church, 
Aberedw, is dedicated to him. 

2.3 That said, the origin and subsequent development of Disserth are obscure, although there was a big 
fire here in 1721, the results of which cannot be guaged. 

2.4 Thll appearance of the settlement in the first half of the 19th century was much as it is today and 
there is no reason to think that the church was ever the centre of a nucleated community. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 The church of St Cewydd (PAR 20110; listed) is significant because it remains largely as it was in 
c.1700, untouched by Victorian restorers. The tower is of c.1400, the nave and chancel of the mid-15th 
century. The roofs are 15th century, the surviving part of the rood screen from the same period; there are 
box pews from the later 17th-earlier 18th century and a pulpit of 1687. 

3.2 The churchyard (PAR 16220) is rectilinear in shape; it is not raised and there is nothing to suggest 
the presence of an earlier curvilinear enclosure. 

3.3 A small earthwork 'enclosure' of rectilinear outline abutted the churchyard wall on the north-west side. 
This may have been no more than a croft associated with Disserth Farm but the expansion of the 
caravan park has ensured that this cannot now be confirmeq. 

3.4 Two furlongs of ridge and furrow (PAR 16221) at right-angles to each other cover ground to the 
south-west of the churchyard. 

Recommendations 

4.1 The historic core of the settlement as defined on the accompanying map has a high archaeological 
potential and appropriate consultation should be conducted to establish the archaeological and historical 
implications of any development proposals affecting it. 

4.2 Pre-planning evaluations should be required for any proposals involving areas around and including 
the churchyard as depicted on the accompanying map. 

4.3 Archaeological watching briefs should be anticipated where development occurs within the remainder 
of the defined historic core, although pre-planning evaluations may be necessary depending on the scale 
and type of proposal. 

46 



Radnorshire District Historic Settlement SUNey, CPAT, 24 March 1994 

References 
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DOLAU - PAR16134 NGR 50140670 235mOD 

Location 

1.1 Dolau is spread across the valley floor - utilising in particular a river terrace - where the Maes Brook 
converges on the River Aran, a tributary of the Ithon 4km to the west. 

1.2 Llandrindod Wells lies 10km to the south-west. 

History 

2.1 Dolau is more a complex of farms than a settlement, and none of these is recognisably early. Dolau 
House for instance was built in the 1860s (Grade 11 listing). In 1840 there was nothing but the three 
equidistant farms of Little Dolau, Lower Dolau and Upper Dolau. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 A standing stone (PAR 274), perhaps of Bronze Age origin, was recorded to the south-east of the 
centre of the settlement. It can no longer be traced. 

3.2 A Roman melon bead (PAR 4213) was found in the locality in 1950, but no further details of its 
provenance are available. 

3.3 West of Great Dolau, linear cropmarks (PAR 2461) probably represent little more than traces of a 
relict field system, though more exotic interpretations are possible. 

3.4 There is some evidence of earthworks in the field (OS plot 1109) immediately to the east of Dolau on 
early aerial photographs. Field observations were not thorough enough to confirm their authenticity. 

3.5 To the east, beyond King's Head Cottages, remnants of a strip field system were still visible in the 
last century. The association might be with the settlement of Llanfihangel Rhydithon rather than Dolau 
itself. 

Recommendations 

4.1 As there is no evidence for classifying Dolau as an historic settlement no recommendations are 
proposed in the specific context of this report. 

4.2 However, in terms of the development of the historic landscape locally, there are features in the 
vicinity of Dolau and Great Dolau which merit attention. THe earthworks in plot 1109 together with a 
prominent natural mound in the same field require further examination. and it is recommended that a 
more detailed examination of this valley be conducted at some stage. 

References 

Cadw Schedule of Listed Buildings 1993 
CPAT Field Visit 17 December 1993 
County SMR 
Tithe Survey: Llanfihangel Rhydithon 1840 
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DOLLEY GREEN - PAR16135 NGR 50284655 175mOD 

Location 

1.1 Three kilometres west-north-west of Presteigne on the B4356, Dolley Green lies above and a few 
hundred metres to the north of the River Lugg. 

History 

2.1 The history of Dolley Green is the history of individual farms rather than of a settlement. In this 
favourable south-facing location above the river, it is quite feasible to assume that farms have functioned 
for many centuries and certainly well before the earliest extant buildings of the 17th century (see below). 
But as a settlement Dolley Green is a modem creation: the houses are 20th-century, the baptist church 
erected in 1930. In 1845 apart from the two farms south of the road, there were four buildings here. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 Nothing of archaeological or histOric interest has been detected at Dolley Green. 

3.2 Architecturally there are some buildings of interest. Upper Dolley House (PAR 30400; Grade 11*) 
incorporates a timber-framed wing thought to date back to 1609, and ancilliary buildings around the 
courtyard (PAR 30401; Grade 11) to the west are probably early 17th-century. Just to the south, Dolley 
Farmhouse (PAR 30402) is also probably 17th-century. 

3.3 Ridge and furrow (PAR 16251) has been identified on early post-war aerial photographs just to the 
east of Iron Barn, and probably still survives in pasture. 

Recommendations 

4.1 No recommendations are made for Dolley Green within the context of this historic settlements 
survey, but buildings of significant architectural merit are present and the relevant legislative procedures 
must be observed for the listed buildings within the hamlet. 

References 

AP: RAF/CPElUKl1874/3122 4 December 1946 
Cadw Schedule of Listed Buildings 1985 
CPAT Field Visit 23 December 1993 
Tithe survey: Presteigne 1845 
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EDNOL - PAR16136 NGR S0235648 350mOD 

Location 

1.1 The ruins of Ednol church lie high up a valley that cuts into the south-eastem flank of Radnor Forest. 
The site has a northerly aspect set into the gentle southem face of the valley which is dry at this height. 

1.2 Presteigne is located some 9km to the east. 

History 

2.1 Ednol was a chapel of ease in the parish of Old Radnor. It is not known when it was first built, but is 
perhaps more likely to be medieval than earlier. Hawse speculated that it appeared as 'Edenwall' in a 
local manorial role of 1342. The chapel was formally abandoned around 1830; it was still standing in 
c.1910 when part of the screen was visible. At least one service has been held here in the recent past. 

2.2 There is no substantive evidence, now or in the past, that there has ever been a settlement around 
Ednol. Ednol Farm and an associated cottage are the only dwellings in the vicinity, though there are 
several other farms in the neighbourhood. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 Ednol Chapel (PAR 1077) is in ruins, its walls turfed over and about 1 m high. 

3.2 The graveyard (PAR 16295) is rectangular and edged by a low bank. A hollow against the bank on 
the uphill south side suggests a terrace for a structure, and low banks near the north-west comer may 
point to the former presence of a small rectangular building. 

3.3 The adjacent enclosure (OS plot 67) has traces of a platform within it (PAR 16296). Undulations in 
the field to the west (OS plot 66) could be the remnants of much eroded house terraces but overall do 
not present a convincing picture. 

Recommendations 

4.1 Despite the absence of buildings at Ednol, it has some historic potential and appropriate consultation 
should be conducted to establish the archaeological and historical implications of any development 
proposals affecting it. 

4.2 Pre-planning evaluations should be required for any proposals involving the area around and 
including the churchyard. 

4.3 Archaeological watching briefs should be anticipated where development occu~ within the remainder 
of the defined historic core. 

4.4 A measured survey should be prepared of the remains of the church and other structural features 
within and around the graveyard. These earthworks warrant preservation. They are of importance and 
should be protected from adverse development, if necessary by the refusal of planning permission. 
Consideration should be given by Cadw to scheduling the site. 

References 

CPAT Field Visit 12 January 1994 
County SMR 
Haslam 1979,237 
Hawse 1949, 247 
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ELAN VILLAGE - PAR16137 NGR SN935654 220mOD 

Location 

1.1 The two parts of Elan Village face each other across Afon Elan, sheltered by the steep hills of Cefn 
Uanfadog on the west and Gam Gafallt on the east. 

1.2 Rhayader is about 5km further along the B4518 to the north-east. 

History 

2.1 An Act of Parliament in 1892 provided for the construction of the Elan Valley reservoirs. Two dams 
on the Caban Coch and Garreg Ddu reservoirs were built by 1904, a third, the Claerwen dam between 
1946-1952, and most recently the Craig Goch dam. 

2.2 Elan Village was constructed between 1906 and 1909 on the Breconshire side of Afon Elan for the 
maintenance staff of the Elan valley reservoirs. There are also buildings on the Radnorshire bank of the 
river, the two being linked by a suspension bridge. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 Capel Madog (PAR 1644), perhaps a medieval chapel, lay to the north-east of the village, its site 
marked now only by a small platform. 

3.2 While the village and its buildings undoubtedly has an interesting role in the history of the water 
industry in Wales, consideration of its significance is outside the remit of this study. 

Recommendations 

4.1 No recommendations are proposed for Elan Village within the context of this report. 

References 
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EVENJOBB - PAR16138 NGR 50263623 200mOD 

Location 

1.1 Evenjobb overlook~ the low land of the Walton Basin and has grown up beside a small stream that 
starts its life near Ednol chapel (q.v.) on the eastem lip of Radnor Forest. The village is set towards the 
base of a rolling south-facing slope, the church higher up on a slight knoll. 

1.2 The B4357 from Knighton to Walton passes through the village, and Presteigne lies some 6km to the 
north-east. 

History 

2.1 Evenjobb appears as 'Emynghop(e)' in 1303 and means 'Emma's valley' according to Charles. 

2.2 Nothing is known of the origin and development of the settlement, nor of the mottes in it. The Tithe 
survey of 1841 reveals a concentration of dwellings beside the minor lane that curves around to the east 
of the B4357 , Court Fanm to the west and Evanjobb Hall, now Evancoyd, to the north. Narrow hedged 
strips lay south of the village. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 Prehistoric activity in the area is attested by barrows (PARs 300, 303) in the vicinity of Court Farm to 
the west of the village. A sub-SQuare enclosure (PAR 2275) east of the village, may be Iron Age, Roman 
or even later. 

3.2 On the east edge of the village is a small scheduled motte (PAR 301; SAM Radnor 58). It is less than 
3m high, is encircled by a ditch and may have possessed a bailey to the south. 

3.3 A second motte (PAR 302), of similarly small size but quarried away on one side, lies in the centre of 
the village. 

3.4 St Peter's Church (PAR 16013; Grade 11 listing) in its polygonal churchyard was started only in 1866 
on a virgin site. 

3.5 Court(yard) Cottages (PAR 20643; Grade 11 listing) is essentially a 16th-century cruck-framed hall
house with a jettied crosswing of c.1600, some of the timber-framing being replaced by rubble walls. 

3.6 Court Farm (PAR 16064; Grade 11 listing) is possibly a sub-medieval fanmhouse with its timber 
framing covered by render, and an attached timber-fanmed bam of possibly 17th-century date. Lower 
House (PAR 20646; Grade 11 listing) originated as the crosswing of an earlier house and dates to around 
1600. Upper House (PAR 16065; Grade 11 listing) also has 16th-century origins but was extended in the 
19th century. Brook House (PAR 16066; Grade 11 listing) was originally a timber-framed, L-shaped 
building of 16th/17th-century date. 

3.7 An.anomalous earthwork bank (PAR 16308), possibly no more than the boundary of a croft, sits on a 
rise above Brook House. Further earthworks of uncertain nature but perhaps representing relict ridge and 
furrow survive in two pasture fields on the north-eastern side of the village (PAR 16268, OS plot 6147; 
PAR 16269, OS plot 5060). Much clearer ridge and furrow (PAR 16271) survives in the field (OS plot 
1066) to the west of the church, and is visible on the ground and on aerial photographs. In the same 
field, possibly underlying the ridges is a small sub-circular earthwork (PAR 16270) of unknown date and 
function. In the next field to the west beyond the feeder stream for the pond are further earthworks (PAR 
16271). 

Recommendations 
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4.1 The historic core of Evenjobb as defined on the accompanying map has a high archaeological 
potential and appropriate consultation should be conducted to establish the archaeological and historical 
implications of any development proposals affecting it. 

4.2 Pre-planning evaluations should be required for any proposals involving areas around and including 
the mottes and those fields containing earthworks. 

4.3 Archaeological watching briefs should be antiCipated where development occurs within the remainder 
of the defined historic core, although pre-planning evaluations may be necessary depending on the scale 
and type of proposal. 

4.4 The earthworks in the vicinity of the village together with the planned landscape of Evancoyd to the 
north-west and west merits further, more detailed examination. Some features may be of local and 
perhaps wider importance, warranting preservation. They should be protected from adverse 
development, if necessary by the refusal of planning permission. A detailed, measured record is 
desirable. . 

4.5 The motte and bailey is a scheduled ancient monument and consequently the relevant legislative 
procedures must be observed. The same holds for the listed buildings within the village. 

4.6 One area for preservation is identified on the accompanying plan. This is of at least regional 
importance and should be protected from adverse development by the refusal of planning permission. In 
due course a recommendation that it be scheduled may be proposed. 

References 

AP: CPAT 86-MB-239; 90-MB-939/940; 92-MB-009/011 
Cadw Schedule of Listed Buildings 1993 
Charles 1938, 172 
CPAT Field Visit 4 February 1994 
County SMR 
Haslam 1979, 231 
King 1983, 408 
NMR Aberystwyth 
Tithe survey: Old Radnor 1841 
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FELlNDRE - PAR16139 NGR 50171811 270mOD 

Location 

1.1 Felindre has grown up where the Deuddwr Brook flows into the River Teme, close to the English 
border. Houses sit on both sides of the stream with higher ground to the west. Knighton is about 15km to 
the south-east. 

History 

2.1 The place-name appears to indicate that the settlement developed around a mill, though nothing of 
this survives today. 

2.2 Conceivably, activity here might go back into the Middle Ages, but it is likely that the settlement has 
only developed in the last two hundred years or so. Dwellings, though few in number, lay on both sides of 
the brook in the mid-19th century, together with an inn, a blacksmith's and a couple of farms, all on the 
north bank. With the possible exception of Swn-yr-afon, none appears to pre-date the beginning of the 
century. 

2.3 Construction of the Methodist and Baptist Chapels occurred only in the last quarter of the 19th 
century. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 A possible cropmark enclosure (PAR 1940) was photographed to the south-west of Crugyn Farm. 

3.2 Crugyn Tump (PAR 1025; SAM Radnor 86), a flattish topped mound from 3-5m high, is scheduled as 
a motte, although more recently it has been interpeted as a natural mound. Strategically this may have 
been a satisfactory location for a castle, but it is not a particularly defensive location. 

Recommendations 

4.1 Crugyn Tump is a scheduled ancient monument and consequently the relevant legislative 
procedures must be observed in any development that affects it. 

4.2 No other recommendations are proposed for Felindre. 

References 

CPAT Field Visit 26 November 1993 
County SMR 
Tithe Surveys: Beguildy 1844 and 1846 
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FRANK8BRIDGE - PAR16140 NGR 80117560 230mOD 

Location 

1.1 Located on the upper reaches of the River Edw, 8km south-east of Uandrindod Wells, Franksbridge 
is expanding on and above the eastem slopes of the valley. 

History 

2.1 Franksbridge lay on one of the drovers' roads into England. In 1839 the Tithe map depicted three 
houses and a chapel, and it seems likely that its development during the post-medieval era resulted from 
the bridge across the Edw acting as a focal pOint. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 Nothing of archaeological or historic interest has been previously recognised at Franksbridge. 
However, RAF vertical aerial photography shows several fields encasing ridge and furrow on the north 
side of the modem settlement, though this was not visible during a cursory field visit. 

Recommendations 

4.1 No recommendations are made for Franksbridge. 

References 

AP: RAF/106G/UK1190/3011 27 February 1946 
CPAT Field Visit 14 December 1993 
Howse 1949, 229 
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R~dnorshire District Historic Settlement Survey, CPAT, 24 March 1994 

FYNNON GYNYDD - PAR1~141 NGR 50163412 190mOD 

Location 

1.1 FYnnol1 Gynydd is set on an exposed saddle of land with higher ground to north and less prominently 
to south. A small stream rising a little to the west of the settlement and fed by the eponymous well, runs 
eastwrads towards the Wye. 

1 .2 Glasbury is about 3km to the south-east, Brecon 17km to the south-west. 

History 

2.1 Tradition has it that the earliest church at Glasbury was founded by st Cynidr in the 5th or early 6th 
century AD, probably in the vicinity of the well which bears his name on Fynnon Gynydd Common. It has 
to be said, however, that the tradition is not backed by any substantive evidence. 

2.2 Much of the area was still common in the mid-19th century with a few cottages and a larger number 
of enclosures around the edges and one dwelling, an encroachment, on the common itself. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 Fynnon Gynydd is a corruption of Fynnon Cynidr which refers to St Cynidr's well (PAR 408) which 
lies at the heart of this small settlement, a wooden well-house covering a stone basin. 

3.2 There are no buildings of any age in the rather spread settlement. The common survives, albeit in an 
attenuated form, and the surrounding pastures have a distinctive strip-field appearance. 

Recommendations 

4.1 Even if the circumstantial evidence for an early church is accepted, it would be impossible on the 
basis of current information to determine the location of that structure. It might be near the well bearing 
the saint's name, but that can certainly not be taken for granted. In such circumstances the only 
recommendation that can be made is that a watching brief be maintained during any future development 
in the vicinity of St Cynior's Well. 

References 

CPAT Field Visit \l December 1993 
County SMR 
Davies n.d. 
Howse 1949, 254 
Tithe Survey: Glasbury 1846 

57 



1459 .. 
3'085ha 

7·62 

2766 
2·130ha 

5·26 

G 
Q 0 

: Ffynnon Gynydd Common 

·····i··· ·· 
Q 0 

L 
1 n 

Q 

() 
Q 0 

G 
11' 

G 
0 Q 

11' 

G 

~ 

G 

""!" '" 

0 

~ 

Q 

.;t 

G 

1L 

G 

4973 
2·567 

6·34 

5933 
5 ·393 ha 

13'33 



Radnorshire District Historic Settlement Survey, CPAT, 24 March 1994 

GAUFRON - PAR16142 NGR SN999680 230mOD 

Location 

1.1 Gaufron lies below the north-east extremity of Gwastedyn Hill but just above the low ground 
assoC;iated with the Black Brook. Rhayader is no more than 3km away on the A44 which passes through 
this settlement. 

History 

2.1 It appears from a study of relevant maps that Gaufron has developed astride the turnpike road which 
replaced an earlier road traversing the lower slopes of Gwastedyn Hill a little to the south-west. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 Gaufron has yielded nothing of historic importance in the past. There are no buildings of any 
significant age within the settlement, and the only feature of interest are short lengths of the turnpike 
road fossilised by the construction of a more direct route for the main road. 

Recommendations 

4.1 No recommendations are made for this post-medieval settlement. 

References 

CPAT Field Visit 19 November 1993 
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GLADE5TRY - PAR16143 NGR 50231551 230mOD 

Location 

1.1 Gladestry is located where several small valleys converge. Hergest Ridge rises steeply to the east, 
Cefn Hir is equally steep but even higher to the west. To north and south the hills are gentler. The vilage 
itself shelters at the base of these hills, on flatish ground just above the Gladestry Brook. A few houses 
lie to the south of the stream, but most together with the church are on the north bank. 

1.2 Kington lies 6km to the east beyond the bulk of Hergest Ridge, the English border running across the 
top. The B4594 runs through the village and four other lanes converge here. 

History 

2.1 Gladestry appears as 'Claudestre' around 1250. It incorporates a personal name and 'treow' (=tree). 
The Welsh name of the manor was Llanfair Llythynwg. 

2.2 While the date of origin of the village cannot be assessed, it is set at a place where tracks cross. 
Even before the construction of the turnpike road, the village may have developed into a nucleated 
settlement, perhaps in the medieval period. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 Neolithic flint implements (PAR 4143), imprecisely provenanced, were found at Gladestry in 1957. 

3.2 St Mary's Church (PAR 16014) consists of nave, north aisle, chancel with bellcote, south porch and 
west tower with spire. The nave is 13th century, enlarged in the late 14th century and its lower stage 
predates the aisle. Aisle and chancel may be 14th century, nave roof and porch 15th century, chancel 
windows and roof 16th century. The font is 13th century and the decorated piscina may be around that 
time too. 

3.3 The churchyard (PAR 16305) appears more curvilinear on its west side on the tithe map but this is 
probably due to the surveyor's lack of accuracy. There are hints of curvilinearity in its present 
appearance, but not significantly so. However, the churchyard is raised above the general ground level. 

3.4 The restored churchyard cross sits on its original base (PAR 366) in the south-east comer of the yard . 

3.5 Corner House (PAR 16015) is a box and cruck-framed structure. Gladestry Court (PAR 362; Grade 11 
listing) - not to be confused with the Court of Glaclestry nearly 2km to the north-west - is alledgedly built 
on the site of the medieval manor house. The walls appear to be mid-17th century and there is a 
datestone of 1689 incorporated in the modernised building. Just to the south-west, a structure behind 
Church House that now functions as a barn contains blocked windows at ?16th-century date (PAR 
16306). 

3.6 Earthworks of uncertain character survive in pasture opposite Gladestry Court (OS plot 1516), while 
the terracing around farm buildings to the north ofthe church is assumed to be modem (OS plot 0119) . 

3.7 A 19th-century source refers to 'the remains of a camp surrounded by a strong rampart or breastwork' 
on ground contiguous to Gladestry Court, which in 1811 had been given over to a garden. This, however, 
appears to be a reference to the Court of Gladestry noted above. 

Recommendations 

4.1 The historic core of Gladestry as defined on the accompanying map has a reasonable archaeological 
potential and appropriate consultation should be conducted to establish the archaeological and historical 
implications of any development proposals affecting it. 
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4.2 Pre-planning evaluations should be required for any proposals involving areas around and including 
the churchyard. 

4.3 Archaeological watching briefs should be anticipated where development occurs within the remainder 
of the defined historic core, although pre-planning evaluations may be necessary depending on the scale 
and type of proposal. 

The relevant legislative procedures must be observed for the listed buildings within the village. 

References 

Charles 1938, 173 
Church Guide 1982 
CPAT Field Visit 20 January 1994 
County SMR 
Oavies 1905, 174 
Haslam 1979, 232 
Sylvester 1969, 437 
Tithe Survey 1839 
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GLA5BURY - PAR16144 NGR 50176391 84mOD 

Location 

1.1 linked by Glasbury Bridge, the settlement has two parts. The historic core is in Radnor District, with a 
more modem extension on the south bank of the Wye in Brecknock Borough. 

1.2 The north bank settlement lies against the river, a stone wall on the south side and an earthwork 
flood barrier in fields on the west protecting the village. This said Glasbury is unusual in that it is located 
on the valley floor, with the hills nearly one kilometre to the north-west. 

1.3 Glasbury now lies just off the A438 Hereford to Brecon road, while the 84350 passes through the 
village. Hay-on-Wye (Brecknock) is 6km to the north-east. 

History 

2.1 The earliest form of the name is 'Clastbyrig', recorded in 1056. In the 16th century, its Welsh name 
was 'Y Clas ar Wy', meaning the 'clas on the Wye'. The Welsh element 'clas' signifies an early medieval 
religious centre, while the English 'bum' refers to a defended site. 

2.2 The 'cl as' foundation (PAR 516), dedicated to St Cynidr, is reputed to have been established in the 
7th century AD, probably on Fynnon Gynydd common some 2.5km north-north-west of the village (q. v.). 
The 'bum' suffix has not been satisfactorily explained, but Sylvester speculated that a defensible 
nucleated village may have been established here by Mercians after the battle of 'Clastbirig' in 1056 
which reputedly took place in the vicinity. The manor of Glasbury was granted to St Peters, Gloucester 
at that time, thus providing an explanation for the church's dedication. 

2.3 Soon after the Norman Conquest in 1090 a new church was built on the north bank of the River Wye 
and dedicated to St Peter. This in tum was abandoned during the 17th century when a shift in the course 
of the river left it on the south bank. Stonework of this medieval structure still lies on the Brecknock side 
(PAR 519), and its immediate replacement, built further away from the river, was also in Brecknock. 

2.4 This is one of only a handful of genuine nucleated villages in Radnor District which probably go back 
to the Middle Ages. An estate map of 1753 depicts a village with well spaced out dwellings and a large 
green, encroached on by three cottages in the centre. This pattem was disrupted by the construction of 
Glasbury House in the second half of the 18th century, although The Green is an appellation still 
attached to a rather smaller area within the village. With the construction of the house and the layout of 
its grounds, the configuration of the village was altered. At least two houses were removed to make way 
for Glasbury House, others may have disappeared in the landscaping and a road leading to the river was 
abandoned. 

2.5 A century later, the Tithe survey reveals the infilling of open spaces within the village and some 
expansion north-west towards Cwmbach. 

2.6 A medieval open-field system of English type functioned at Glasbury. The existnce of common 
ploghland is implicit in a document of 1311 and a survey of 1561 referred to enclosure adjacent to the 
great 'Broad Field' together with 'the meares and bounds'. Strip fields or quillets, the relics of the system 
were still visible on the north bank of the Wye in the mid-19th century. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 A motte and probable bailey (PAR 517) lay on the north side of the Wye. Its slight remains - a low 
mound and traces of a ditch - were apparently levelled and destroyed during housing construction 
between 1975 and 1979, though it is possible that sub-surface features survive in the plots not yet 
developed. 

3.2 The present church of All Saints was built in Cwmbach in 1882 (q.v.), on the formation of the 
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ecclesiastical parish of Glasbury in Radnorshire. 

3.3 Glasbury Old Vicarage (PAR 524; Grade 11' listing) originated as a medieval stone dwelling, 
sometime after 1400, and has been identified as a pre-Reformation priest's house. Though modemised, 
some Tudor work is preserved on the north-west and trere is an inscription of 1611 on the chimney. 

3.4 Next to the Old Vicarage is its tithe bam of cruck construction (16017; Grade 11* listing), also thought 
to be of 15th-century origin. 

3.5 Other listed buildings are largely of the early 19th century, except for Glasbury House (PAR 16212) 
which is of the previous century. 

3.6 There are no deserted settlement traces in Glasbury, apart from some enigmatic earthworks in the 
field south-east of Glasbury House (OS plot 8017), but below-ground features may survive particularly in 
the grounds around the house. 

Recommendations 

4.1 The historic core of Glasbury focuses on the village green and as such is depicted on the 
accompanying map. It has a high archaeological potential and appropriate consultation should be 
conducted to establish the archaeological and historical implications of any development proposals 
affecting it. 

4.2 Pre-planning evaluations should be required for any proposals involving areas thus deSignated on the 
map. 

4.3 Archaeological watching briefs should be anticipated where development occurs within the remainder 
of the defined historic core, althOugh pre-planning evaluations may be necessary depending on the scale 
and type of proposal. 

4.4 There are listed buildings in the settlement and consequently the relevant legislative procedures 
must be observed. 

4.5 Further fieldwork in the environs of Glasbury House is recommended. 

References 
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GLA5CWM - PAR16145 NGR 50157532 290mOp 

Location 

1.1 A remote valley in the hills of southern Radnorshire is the setting for the small village of Glascwm. 
The Clas Brook flows westwards to join the River Edw, 3km away. 

1.2 The church is on the south side of the stream, on higher ground projecting forwards from the valley 
side. The modern village is 200rn or so to the east, but also facing north with the ground rising sharply 
behind to Glascwm Hill . 

1.3 Builth Wells is about 12km to the west. 

History 

2.1 A 'clas' foundation (PAR 352) was established here for the cantref of Elfael, possibly as early as the 
6th century, although the dedication to St David is thought to be a late one. As such this was one of the 
main churches in pre-Conquest Radnorshire . 

2.2 In the late 13th century, it was one of several places in the region for which Thomas, Bishop of St 
Davids was granted the right to hold a market and/or a fair. 

2.3 Leland in the mid-16th century noted 'Glascumbe, wher is a chirche but few houses'. 

2.4 In the post-medieval era and perhaps before Glascwm lay on an important drovers' road through 
central Wales. The pattern of settlement in the mid 19th century was much as today, with the church and 
The Yat separated by a few hundred metres from the group of houses that constituted the village. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 St David's Church (PAR 16018) probably occupies the site of the earlier 'clas' foundation. It consists 
of a 13th/14th-century nave, 15th-century chancel, a south porch and west belfry. There are some Tudor 
features and many of the windows were restored in 1891 . Internally, the late medieval roofs show 
considerable variation, the font may be 15th century, and there is a good range of 18th and 19th-century 
monuments. 

3.2 The churchyard (PAR 16295) is large and curvilinear. The church itself sits on a substantial platform, 
visible on three sides, which must have been made up deliberately to create a level site. 

3.3 Traces of earlier, probably medieval, occupation and activity at Galscwm are extensive on both sides 
of the Clas Brook: earthworks (PAR 16288) have been noted in the field (OS plot 7322) between the 
village and the church, a building platform and possibly other features (PAR 16289) in the flat-bottomed 
valley (OS plot 6121) immediately to the north of the church; at least two platforms (PAR 16290; OS plot 
7211), presumably for dwellings, to the south of the church on the opposite side of the road and a third 
(PAR 16291) in a small plantation (OS plot 6007); a trackway, the probable precursor of the present lane, 
and perhaps other earthworks (PAR 16292; OS plots 5327 and 6428), on the north side of the stream; 
another possible platform together with ridge and furrow (PAR 16293) in the adjacent field (OS plot 5643) 
higher upthe slope; and linear terraces and platforms (PAR 16294; OS plot 4133). 

3.4 Ty-gwyn mill (PAR 16286; OS plot 3213), 200m west of the church, was apparently constructed in 
the early 18th century, subsequently fell into ruins perhaps in the 19th century, and had its foundations 
exposed by excavation prior to 1978. Some walls are still visible, as is a short stretch of the mill leat. A 
shorl distance to the east, a fine millpond survives largely intact. A predecessor of the modern lane leads 
down to it from the west, and a holloway approaches it above the pond. 

3.5 On the opposite side of the road a earthwork (PAR 16267; OS plot 3621) damaged by track 
construction, was first noted in 1972, but is difficult to interpret. 
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3.6 The Yat (PAR 16079; Grade 11 listing) is of 17th-century date. 

Recommendations 

4.1 The historic core of Glascwm as defined on the accompanying map has a high archaeological 
potential and appropriate consultation should be conducted to establish the archaeological and historical 
implications of any development proposals affecting it. 

4.2 Pre-planning evaluations should be required for any proposals involving areas around and including 
the churchyard and those fields containing earthworks. 

4.3 Archaeological watching briefs should be antiCipated where development occurs within the remainder 
of the defined historic core, although pre-planning evaluations may be necessary depending on the scale 
and type of proposal. 

4.4 The earthworks in the fields on both sides of the Clas Brook warrant preservation. They are of local 
and perhaps wider importance and should be protected from adverse development, if necessary by the 
refusal of planning permission. They require a thorough examination and a detailed, measured record 
should be prepared. The mill and the associated remains should also be surveyed. 

4.5 The relevant legislative procedures should be observed for the listed building within the village. 
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GWY5TRE - PAR16147 NGR 50067658 200mOD 

Location 

1.1 Gwystre is spread on both sides of the Camlo Brook where it is crossed by the main A44. 10km east 
of Rhayader. 

History 

2.1 Gwystre in the 19th century lay on the boundary - here the Camlo Brook - between the ecclesiastical 
parishes of Nantmel and Uanddewi Ystradenni . At the time of the tithe survey there were no more than 
three dwellings on the west bank of the stream and nothing on the east bank. It can be reasonably 
assumed that Gwystre is wholly post-medieval in origin. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 Nothing of historic interest has yet been recognised at Gwystre. although Cwmgwyddel (PAR 16080) 
was Originally a predominantly timber-framed building of the late 17th century. 

Recommendations 

4.1 Gwystre does not warrant any recommendations. 
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HEYOPE • PAR16148 NGR 50240745 215mOD 

Location 

1.1 Heyop church sits on a small spur that projects northwards from a river terrace into the valley of the 
Ffwdwen Brook, a tribu1ary of the River Teme. Southwards, steep hills pitch down to the valley, 
interrupted only by a dingle almost opposite the settlement, which consists of no more than the church, 
the former school, the former rectory and one other house. 

1 .2 Knighton lies some Skm to the sou1h-east. 

History 

2.1 This name first appears in its current form in 1398 and probably means 'high valley'. 

2.2 At the time of the Tithe survey the church was accompanied by the rectory alone. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 St David's Church (PAR 160S6) was rebuilt in 1880-2 on the foundations of its lSth-century 
predecessor. The screen, though much renewed, is lSth-century. 

3.2 The churchyard (PAR 16110) is rectangular, its stone wall surmounting a scarp bank visible on the 
north and west that marks the predecessor of the wall. The churchyard occupies a spur, probably 
flattened through use; this extends some 30m north of the churchyard wall. There are traces of a 
trackway and hollows on the spur, together with a low bank running around its base, and while there are 
no incontrovertible signs of eartier settlement here, it is a likely location. 

Recommendations 

4.1 The historic core of the village as defined has a some archaeological potential and appropriate 
consultation should be conducted to establish the archaeological and historical implications of any 
development proposals affecting it. 

4.2 Pre-planning evaluations should be required for any proposals involving areas around and including 
the churchyard as depicted on the accompanying map. 

4.3 Archaeological watching briefs should be anticipated where development oCcurs within the remainder 
of the defined historic core, although pre-planning evaluations may be necessary depending on the scale 
and type of proposal. 
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HOWEY - PAR16149 NGR 50051587 200mOD 

Location 

1.1 The Howey Brook on its passage to the River Ithon, just above that river's confluence with the Wye, 
has cut a shallow but steep-sided valley. Howey has expanded on both sides of this valley where the 
turnpike road between Llandrindod Wells, 4km to the north, and Builth Wells cuts across it. 

History 

2.1 Howey emerged as a settlement in recent centuries beside the bridging point of the Howey Brook, 
itself the boundary separating the ecclesiastical parishes of Llandrindod and Disserth. A mill at 'Havey 
over Elwell in Commote Colwyn' was recorded in 1591. 

2.2 It lay on one of the main drovers' roads through Radnorshire and by the 18th century was the scene 
of four annual fairs. 

2.3 In the 19th century and perhaps before it served the people of nearby Llandrindod and even in the 
18705 the postal address of Llandrindod was 'near Howey'. Yet in the middle of the century it comprised 
no more than a small group of dwellings on the south side of the stream. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 A barrow (PAR 1095) depicted on Price's map of 1814 has been attributed to a spot towards the 
south end of the village. No traces of this monument have been recognised by fieldworikers during this 
century. 

3.2 Caer Du (PAR 1087; SAM Radnor 30), a sub-circular banked and ditched enclosure of unknown date, 
lies just to the north of Howey. It has recently been re-surveyed by RCAHMW. 

3.3 A probable Roman fortlet (PAR 5271) showing as a square univallate enclosure adjacent to the 
Roman road leading to Castell Collen, is situated west of the village and south of Howey Hall. There are 
also various Roman practice camps all to the north of the settlement. 

3.4 There are no buildings of interest in Howey itself. St David's Church was erected in 1904, Howey Hall 
dates from around 1810, though its central block may be of the previous century, and The Bridge End 
public house is 19th-century if not earlier. 

Recommendations 

4.1 There is one scheduled ancient monument in the vicinity of Howey and the relevant legislative 
procedures must be observed in any development that affects it. Pre-planning evaluations may be 
required for any development in its vicinity. 

4.2 There are other monuments, not scheduled, in the locality and these too should be protected from 
adverse development. These are primarily Roman in date. 

4.3 No evidence has been assembled to suggest that Howey as a settlement has a medieval origin, and 
as a consequence no recommendations are made within the frameworik of this report. 
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KINNERTON - PAR16150 NGR 50244631 237mOD 

Location 

1.1 An eastern spur of Radnor Forest known as Ednol Hill towers over the village of Kinnerton which lies 
on the northern lip of the Wa~on Basin. Much of the village occupies flat ground, but the land drops in a 
series of shallow terraces, so ':II18t the motte is -at "8 iower level than the church but in turn overlooks 
ground to the south. 

1.2 New Radnor is 4km to the south-west, Presteigne about 7-km to"the east. 

History 

2.1 Kinnerton first appears as 'Kynardton' in 1303, meaning 'Cyneheard's farm'. 

2.2 Nothing is known of its early history. The sole indicator of an early medieval origin , the putative 
circular churchyad (see below) is questionable, and present evidence would seem to favour a medieval 
beginning with the settlement developing around the castle earthwork. 

2.3 As late as the early 19th century, St Mary's was a chapel of ease within the parish of Old Radnor. 

2.4 A small village existed here by the mid-19th century with several houses to the west of the church, 
and the medieval fields still in evidence as hedged strips to the north. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 Like most settlements in the Walton BaSin, prehistoric finds are much in evidence here. There are 
two standing stones on the southern edge of the settlement (PARs 1069,1070); a stone macehead (PAR 
4221) was found in the vicinity of Kinnerton Court prior to 1957; and there is a imprecisely located ring
ditch (PAR 5650) in the vicinity. 

3.2 St Mary's Church (PAR 16057) was rebuilt in 1884-5 and preserves little of interest. 

3.3 The churchyard (PAR 16300) is irregular and rectilinear in shape, but demonstrably raised, on the 
south side up to 2m or 3m above the external lane. West of the church and within the churchyard is a low 
bank that curves around to meet the present perimeter. It is conceivable that this is a remnant of an 
earlier circular 'lIan', for it is difficult to suggest an alternative origin. 

3.4 Kinnerton Court motte is scheduled (PAR 1071; SAM Radnor 45) . 2m high and ditched around, its 
bailey, if it ever existed, has now disappeared, but the scheduled area assumes that it lay to the south. 
The setting of the motte is unusual for it is overlooked by higher ground to the north-west, but is 
presumably sited to command the lower ground to the south. The pond at its base has been substantially 
enlarged in recent years. 

3.5 Chapel House Farm, though of no intrinsic interest itself had a fine barn with 14th-century timberwork 
(PAR 16301), which was destroyed in 1981, though not before a record was made by RCAHMW. 

3.6 A probable farmstead site showing as stone foundations (PAR 4483; OS plot 7600) with a nearby 
platform indicates some settlement contraction. Further earthworks of undefined character but perhaps 
including house platforms survive in pasture to the east of Castle House Farm (PAR 16302; OS plot 
5310). 

3.7 Ridge and furrow cultivation strips (PAR 16266; OS plots 1700 and 2811) can be recognised on 
aerial photographs on the west side of the village, although they are extremely difficult to detect at 
ground level. Further ridging is visible on the ground at the southern end of OS plot 4943 (PAR 16303). 
other hedged fields to the north of the village imply the former presence of strip fields that may once 
have been ridged. 
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3.8 The majority of the lanes that approach Kinnerton appear to have been worn into holloways by the 
passage of traffic over many centuries. In some places the original edges of these ways are still visible 
beyond the hedge banks that now line the modem roads. 

Recommendations 

4.1 The historic core of Kinnerton as defined on the accompanying map has a high archaeological 
potential and appropriate consultation should be conducted to establish the archaeological and historical 
implications of any development proposals affecting it. 

4.2 Pre-planning evaluations should be anticipatelHorany-proposals involving the churchyard and the 
ground around it, around the motte and where settl.e!)lll.nt eartbworks are suspected. 

4 .3 Pre-planning evaluations may also be necessary elsewhere in the historic core depending on the 
scale and type of proposal , while archaeological watching briefs should be anticipated where any 
development occurs within the remainder of the defined area. 

4.4 The motte and bailey is a scheduled ancient monument and consequently the relevant legislative 
procedures must be observed. The same holds for the listed buildings within the village. 

4.5 A more detailed examination of the earthworks in the pasture fields surrounding the village should be 
conducted and a measured record prepared where appropriate. 
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Radnorshire District Historic Settlement SUNey, CPAT, 24 March 1994 

KNIGHTON - PAR16151 NGR 50285723 175mOD 

Location 

1.1 Knighton lies in eastem Radnorshire on the south side of the River Teme whose valley constitutes 
the boundary between England and Wales. Together with its tributary, the Wylcwm Brook which 
converges from the south-west, the river isolates a spur which drops sharply from the heights of Garth 
Hill to the west. The spur protrudes into the river valley, which temporarily narrows as a consequence. 
Knighton castle and the old town (see below) occupy a knoll on the spur, the church lying at its tip. 

History 

2.1 According to Chartesworth the eartiest form of this name is 'Chenistetone' in 1086, meaning 'farm of 
the servants'. It Welsh name, 'Tref-y-Clawdd' refers to Ofta's Dyke. Other ideas canvassed include the 
straightforward one that it means 'the settlement of the knight', or an altemative derivation from the 
Welsh 'cnwch din' meaning 'fortified juncture' . 

2.2 In an area conquered earty after the Norman Conquest, its appearance in Domesday Book as a 
waste manor of about five hides does not necessarily indicate an existing settlement, although a pre
Conquest origin for Knighton astride Ofta's Dyke has been posited. Possibly, however, the construction 
of the motte of Bryn Y Castell at an unknown date signals the beginnings of Knighton on a strategic route 
out of England. This earthwork was superceded by a new castle started by William de Braose some 
500m to the west about 1191-2, although a mention in the Pipe Rolls for 1181 might put it earlier. 

2.3 Possibly people were encouraged to settle in the vicinity of the new castle but there is no firm 
evidence for the foundation of the town and no charter. A market grant was obtained in 1230, and 
documents of 1361 and 1383 confirm that it was a borough though no borough charter has survived. By 
129213 there were 71 taxpayers: more than half were of Welsh descent which would tend to pOint to 
()rganic growth rather than an initial plantation of settlers. That this situation may have changed during 
the next decade is suggested by the extraordinary growth of the settlement to 126 burgesses holding 162 
'1nd a third burgages in 1304, but it has also been attributed to a century eartier, allowing for the 
rehousing of people dispossessed during the construction of the castle. Geographically this expansion 
may have been north-eastwards in the direction of the newly constructed church of St Edward. Haslam 
notes that the lower part of the town has a level grid of streets, rather like an Edwardian plantation while 
the upper part has narrow streets huddled around the matte. 

2.4 M\Jrage grants of 1260, following the town's destruction by Uywelyn ap Gruftudd in the previous year, 
and of 1277 suggest that the town had defences (PAR 4182). Town and castle were seized by Glyndwr in 
1402, and the latter may have been totally destroyed at this time. 

2.5 Delaney and Soulsby have noted population estimates of 400-500 for 1550 and 1670, perhaps not 
dissimilar to the estimated population in 1304, and therefore suggestive of minimal growth after the 
beginning of the 14th century. In later centuries, Knighton functioned as an unexceptional market town, 
expanding only gradually, and until the late 16th century St Edward's was no more than a chapelry 
attached to St Michael's, Stow, when Knighton parish was imposed on an existing parochial system. 
Further growth occurred only in the 18th and 19th centuries, in part as a result of the local woollen 
industry, and today it is surpassed only by Uandrindod in its size. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 Mesolithic flints (PAR 3538) have been found at Garth on the west side of the town. 

3.2 A Roman fort (PAR 5241) has b\)en postulated at Knighton but there appears to be no solid evidence 
for the hypothesis. A Roman jug handle (PAR 1134) was found oft Station Road in 1926. 

3.3 Ofta's Dyke (PAR 10000) runs on a north/south axis through the west part of the town. Still an 
impressive feature on the slope down to the river and again across the spur, south of Ofta's Road, these 
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parts of its course are scheduled. Elsewhere its earthworks have been removed or disguised in the 
course of urban development. 

3.4 St Edward's Church (PAR 16058; Grade 11 listing) has a much restored 14th-century west tower, while 
the rest of the building was rebuilt in 1752 and again in 1875-7. The regular rectilinear shape of the 
churchyard (PAR 16107) offers confirmatory evidence of its late foundation. 

3.5 The 4m-high motte of Knighton Castle (PAR 1133; SAM Radnor 53), situated at the highest point in 
the town and surrounded by houses, has been damaged by landscaping and there is no evidence that the 
castle ever incorporated stone-built defences, though Williams early in the 19th century claimed a stone 
wall on the inside of the bailey ditch. This putative bailey to the south, set on a not inconsiderable slope, 
cannot now be discemed on the ground, although Williams wrote of its westem ditch and it is recorded 
that a section was cut on its line in 1971 which produced medieval pottery. 

3.6 A second motte, Bryn y Castell (PAR 1135; SAM Radnor 54), sits on the east edge of the Wylcwm 
Brook valley facing the town. It is c.4.5m high and in rather better conqiton than its counterpart in the 
town. No conclusive evidence has emerged for a bailey. 

3.7 The core of the medieval town appears to have lain on the north and east sides of Knighton Castle 
incorporating Market Street, High Street, Plough Road and Broad Street, a network of predominantly 
narrow lanes, some on the flat, other sloping downhill quite steeply. The market place originally lay to the 
north of the castle but was later re-sited at the junction of Broad Street and High Street, while Market 
Street may have been encroached upon at its west end. 

3.8 The development of the street leading to the church and river is variously attributed to the late 
13th/early 14th century or 19th-century expansion. The regular pattem of streets in this area might 
indeed highlight a plantation, but can only be confimned by excavation. Soulsby and Woodfield would 
both see medieval expansion across the Wylcwnn Brook up Bridge Street, possibly as far as Bowling 
Green Lane. 

3.9 No traces of the town's putative medieval defences survive, although as already noted the town 
acquirecj a murage grant in 1260. As Soulsby points out the river on the north, the Wylcwm Brook on the 
south-east and Offa's Dyke on the west would have facilitated its protection, and earth and timber rather 
than stone defences might have been erected. 

3.10 An Elizabethan market cross (PAR 4186) stood near the junction of High Street and Market Street. 
Known as the Butter House, it was destroyed prior to 1851. 

3.11 The Horse and Jockey (PAR 30095) in Wylcwm Street is basically a later medieval stone house and 
it has been pOinted out that its relationship to the present town plan suggests that it belongs to an earlier 
layout. The only other medieval structure is Old House (PAR 30055) in High Street which originated as a 
15th-century hall house but was extended in the 17th century. 

3.12 There is little if anything of 16th-century date in Knighton, but properties of the following century are 
common. The George and Dragon (PAR 30027) in Broad Street dates to 1637; the Swan Hotel (PAR 
30023) -has a 17th-century, timber-framed cross-wing; the Old Mansion House (PAR 30024) jn Bridge 
Street has an early 17th-century timber-framed house as its core; 17th-century structures are disguised 
behind later frontages at Nos 22-25 Broad Street (PARs 30032 & 30033), perhaps No 6 High Street (PAR 
30047), Nos 19-22 Hig!l Street (PAR 30053), Nos 1 and 2 Russell Street (PAR 30087). All these 
buildings are Grade 11 listed. Other buildings where a 17th-century date has been adduced include 23 
High Street, 17 and 21 Broad Street, 20 Bridge Street and 3 Church Street. 

3.13 Several Grade 11 listed houses in Market Street - Nos 34 and 35 (PAR 30079) and No 45 (PR 
30082) - are of 17th or 18th-century date. 

Recommendations 

4.1 No archaeological work has ever been conducted in Knighton other than on the bailey ditch referred 
to above. However, the historic core of the town as defined on the accompanying map has a high 
archaeological potential and appropriate consultation should be conducted to establish the 
archaeological and historical implications of any development proposals affecting it. 
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4.2 Pre-planning evaluations should be anticipated for any proposals involving areas around and 
including the churchyard and the two mottes as depicted on the accompanying map. 

4.3 Pre-planning evaluations may also be necessary elsewhere in the historic core depending on the 
scale and type of proposal, while archaeological watching briefs should be antiCipated where 
development occurs within the remainder of the defined area. Such recommendations would be 
particularly pertinent on street frontage sites in the old town around Knighton Castle and in the proposed 
plantation area. 
4.4 There are several scheduled ancient monuments - Knighton Castle, Bryn-y-Castell and Ofta's Dyke -
and consequently the relevant legislative procedures must be observed. The same holds for the various 
listed buildings within the town. 

4.5 Domestic architecture in Knighton ranges from the 15th century onwards. Opportunities for further 
study should be taken where buildings in the town centre are being demolished or altered. 
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KNUCKLA5 - PAR16152 NGR 50253743 190mOD 

Location 

1.1 Cnwclas Castle, 4km north-west of Knighton, rests on a prominent hill that forms the terminal of the 
spur between the River Teme and its tributary, the Ffrwdwen Brook. On the further side of the brook in 
the lee of Castle Hill is the village of Knucklas, just above the valley floor. 

History 

2.1 The Welsh name of this settlement is Cnwclas meaning apparently 'green mound'. 

2.2 Beyond the eastem edge of the present settlement, the site of a battle in 1146 AD (PAR 1143) is 
commemorated in the name 'Bloody Field'. 

2.3 The castle was bum by the second Hugh Mortimer in c.1220-25, but was destroyed by Uywelyn in 
1262, and again by Owen Glyndwr in 1402. Very much later towards the end of the 19th century, it 
provided a convenient source of stone for Knucklas viaduct. 

2.4 There are documentary references to a town here in the Middle Ages, but substantive ground 
evidence is absent. Soulsby, indeed, suggests that the settlement may have declined terminally after 
1262 for the castle was apparently not refurbished. 

2.5 It was one of five boroughs retuming a joint Member of Paniament in 1536, burgages were recorded 
in 1649, and as late as the second quarter of the 19th century it was still recognised as a borough under 
the control of a bailiff and burgesses with a court house. The village then consisted only of a dozen or so 
cottages, 'mean and inconsiderable in appearance' according to Williams. 

2.6 Today, it appearance is unexceptional with cottages and houses spread along the two lanes on the 
south side of the brook and a small estate on the road leading to Knucklas Station and an engineering 
works. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 Although evidence of prehistoric activity is not uncommon in the area around Knucklas, nothing has 
yet come to light in the settlement itself. 

3.2 Cnwclas Castle (PAR 1126; SAM Radnor 85) is a medieval earthwork thrown up within what may well 
have been an Iron Age hillfort, distinguished as a large oval enclosure with a possible entrance on the 
west side (PAR 50002). A second, rather slight, inner perimeter scarp is apparent on aerial photographs 
and may also be prehistoric in date. A platform (PAR 50P03) perhaps represents part of a masonry castle 
site although little stonework remains, and the hilltop has been extenSively quarried. Withtin the 
enclosure, other platforms on the north and east remain to be dated. 

3.3 Can it be assumed that the medieval borough lay between the stream and the more southerly lane? 
There is little supporting evidence yet it appears the most likely location. 

3.4 Knucklas Viaduct (PAR 20655; Grade 11 listing) was built in c.1883 (1864 in another source) with 
thirteen masonry arches and a battlemented parapet: its style is 'insipid gothic' according to RCAHMW. 

Recommend/ltions 

4.1 The putative historic core of the village as defined has an undefined archaeological potential and 
appropriate consultation should be conducted to establish the archaeological and historical implications 
of any development proposals affecting it. 
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4.2 Pre-planning evaluations should be anticipated in more sensitive locations and archaeological 
watching briefs should be anticipated where development occurs within the remainder of the defined 
historic core. 

4.3 Cnwclas Castle is a scheduled ancient monument and consequently the relevant legislative 
procedures must be observed. 
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LLAITHDDU - PAR16153 NGR 50069800 340mOD 

Location 

1.1 This group of houses, small even by hamlet standards, lies in northem Radnorshire some 18km north 
of Liandrindod Wells. The houses form a compact unit at the base of an east-facing slope just above the 
Liaithddu (Liaethdy) Brook. The backroad serving the settlement follows the valley side at a slightly 
higher level. 

History 

2.1 Liaithddu, meaning 'black swamp', occurs as 'Laythde' in 1232. 

2.2 However, a farm or perhaps just the general area appears in the Cwmhir Abbey records of 1127, and 
again in a charter of 1223. 

2.3 The small group of houses which included a school was built in the late 18th century for the workmen 
on the Pen Ithon Hall estate (SO 075814), 1.5km to the north. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 Possible barrows (PAR 5196, 6106 and 6107) occupy the edge of a gravel terrace between Upper 
and Lower Liaithddu farms. 

3.2 The hamlet consists of several houses and a school, now converted to a Baptist chapel, ranged 
around three sides of a square. The track along the valley originally passed through the hamlet, its 
course still visible in the pasture field immediately to the south. It was superseded, perhaps in the 19th 
century, by the present road. 

3.3 Though the hamlet is an attractive grouping, it is entirely post-medieval in its conception. 

Recommendations 

4.1 No recommendations are proposed for Liaithddu in view of its recent origin. 

References 

CountySMR 
CPAT Field Visit 28 October 1993 
Radnorshire Society Field Research Section Newsletter 3 (1977), 4 
Trans Radnor. Soc. 62 (1992), 66 

76 



. ,1'1 1. 
C 

6946 
.1 925ha 

12 ·17 

..• ,1' •.. 

, ," " " 

' ''''' . 
..,/1"" 

. ~------------------------- --- -- -- -----------

L1aithddu 

067 068 

.•• 1'"" 

, 

069 

MID AND WEST WALES EURO CONST 

Made and published by the Ordnance Survey. Southampton . 

LLaethdy 

9617 
2-495ha 

617 

A '9 Crown copyright 1983 
Reproduction in whole or in part by any means is prohibited without the prior permission of the Ordnance Survey. 

If way. 

070 

t 
(b) Nov 1981 

·t · · ·. 

071 

1525 
053ha 
2·60 

BRECON A 

COMPILATION DATA 
t 1 :2500 scale • 1 :1250 scale (photog' 
(a) Surveyed. 
(b) Reconstituted from former County Series 
(c) Revised. 



Radnorshire District Historic Settlement Survey, CPA T, 24 March 1994 

LLANANNO - PAR16154 NGR 50095743 265mOD 

Location 

1.1 The isotated church of Llananno is set into the bottom of the steep slope on the north side of the 
Ithon valley, the river itself less than 10m away. Llandrindod Wells lies down river some 12km to the 
south. 

History 

2.1 st Anno is one of the more obscure Welsh 'saints' though a late 7th or 8th-century date has been 
attributed to him. While an early medieval origin for the first church at Llananno seems plausible, even 
though a circular churchyard is ruled out by the terrain, its history is completely unknown. 

2.2 There is nothing on the ground or in existing records to suggest that this has ever been anything 
other than an isolated church beside the Ithon, though a ford across the river at this point is a strong 
possibility. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 St Anno's Church (PAR 16020) was totally rebuilt in 1876-7. The screen dating to around 1500 was 
preserved and is reputedly the best surviving example of its kind, and there is too a medieval psicina, a 
15th-century font and a box pew dated to 1681. 

3.2 The low-lying pasture fields edging both sides of the river close to the church do contain earthworks 
but these are primarily the result of drainage, both natural and man-made. 

Recommendations 

4.1 Notwithstanding the apparent lack of evidence of occupation, the historic core of the settlement as 
defined has some archaeological potential and appropriate consultation should be conducted to establish 
the archaeological and historical implications of any development proposals affecting it, 

4.2 Pre-planning evaluations should be required for any proposals involving areas around and including 
the churchyard as depicted on the accompanying map. 

4.3 Archaeological watching briefs should be anticipated where development occurs within the remainder 
of the defined historic core, although pre-planning evaluations may be necessary depending on the scale 
and type of proposal. 
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LLANBADARN FAWR - PAR16155 NGR 50087643 187mOD 

Location 

1.1 Uanbadam Fawr church together with Church House Farm lies beside the A483 trunk road, 4km 
north-east of Uandrindod WeUs. 

1.2 The meandering River Ithon passes within one hundred metres of the church, its course deflected 
perhaps by an almost imperceptible spur of rock that was utilised by the church builders. Elsewhere river 
terraces and the shallow depressions of palaeochannels provide the only relief in the valley. 

History 

2.1 Nothing is known of the origin and history of Uanbadam Fawr, and on the existing evidence an early 
medieval beginning is conjectural. 

2.2 In terms of size, the settlement has not altered at all since 1840. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 The church of St Padam, otherwise St Patemus (PAR 6466), was rebuilt in 1878. The south doorway 
retains a Romanesque tympanum and other carved stonework (perhaps of c.ll00-1150): these are rare 
survivals in Wales. The font is 17th century and there are 18th-century funerary monuments. Built into 
the porch is a stone with a Latin inscription (PAR 1171), in all probability from the Roman fort at Castell 
Collen, and two other carved stones which also appear to be Romanesque in style. 

3.2 The churCl1yard (PAR 16250) is raised, but its shape is highly irregular and certainly cannot be 
classed as 'circular'. 

3.3 North of the church in the adjacent pasture field (OS plot 7045) are a few low banks and shallow 
gullies defining rectilinear enclosures and/or platforms (PAR 16249), probably the remnants of earlier 
settlement. A recently excavated service trench shows much stone in the backfill where its runs across 
one of the platforms. 

3.4 There are no listed buildings at Uanbadam Fawr. 

Recommendations 

4.1 The historic core of Uanbadam Fawr as defined on the accompanying map has a high archaeological 
potential and appropriate consultation should be conducted to establish the archaeological and historical 
implications of any development proposals affecting it. 

4.2 Pre-planning evaluations should be required for any proposals involving areas around and including 
the churchyard. 

4.3 Archaeological watching briefs should be anticipated where development occurs within the remainder 
of the defined historic core, although pre-planning evaluations may be necessary depending on the scale 
and type of proposal. 

4.4 The earthworks in the field to the north of the church warrant preservation. They are of local and 
perhaps wider importance and should be protected from adverse development, if necessary by the 
refusal of planning permission. They require a thorough examination and a detailed, measured record 
should be prepared. 
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LLANBADARN FYNYDD - PAR16156 NGR 50099780 295mOD 

Location 

1.1 Church and houses face each other across the River Ithon at Llanbadarn Fynydd. The former in the 
shelter of the steep eastern valley slope occupies a rock projection that has diverted the river into a large 
meander; the village spreads up the gentle western side of the valley. 

1.2 A few hundred metres to the north beside the main A483 an additional settlement focus has 
developed around the New Inn where the Gwenlas Brook courses down from the north-east to meet the 
Ithon. 

1.3 Llandrindod Wells is some 17km to the south. 

History 

2.1 Neither the origin nor the early history of this settlement is known. Constrained geographically by its 
location, the historic portion is unlikely to have ever been much larger than it is today. At the time of the 
Tithe survey, a small group of houses surrounded the church and there were only two dwellings on the 
west bank of the river. 

2.2 A secondary focus emerged in the 19th century as a result of the construction of the tumpike road 
between Newtown and Builth \Nells. The New Inn was built not much before 1833, and a smithy and 
other buildings were erected in its vicinity. An inscription erected by Radnorshire County Council in 1973 
near the bridge over the Gwenlas Brook states: 
'When William Pugh of Bryn-lIywarch made the road from Newtown to Builth he fixed a weighing 

machine here in 1823 .. .' 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 St Padarn's Church (PAR 16021) is single-chambered with a west bellcote, much restored in 1894. 
One medieval window and a roof of c.1500 survive, together with part of a rood screen and a 14th
century font. 

3.2 The churchyard (PAR 16256) is walled around in an irregular shape that owes much to the drop to 
the river on the north and the road revetment on the east. There is no hint of curvilinearity except 
perlhaps for a relict bank amongst the graves on the east of the church. 

Recommendations 

4.1 The historic core of Llanbadarn Fynydd as defined has some archaeological potential and 
appropriate consultation should be conducted to establish the archaeological and historical implications 
of any development proposals affecting it. 

4.2 Pre-planning evaluations should be required for any proposals involving the churchyard and the area 
immediately around it. 

4.3 Archaeological watching briefs should be anticipated where development occurs within the remainder 
of the defined historic core, although pre-planning evaluations may be necessary depending on the scale 
and type of proposal. 
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Radnorshire District Historic Settlement Survey, CPA T, 24 March 1994 

LLANBADARN-Y-GARREG - PAR16157 NGR 50112487 145mOD 

Location 

1.1 Llanbadam-y-garreg lies in the valley of the River Edw, some 4km upstream of its confluence with 
the Wye. The valley here is narrow and hemmed in by the a high, sheer-sided ridge on the south and 
more gently sloping, lower hills to the north. 

1.2 The settlement is set on the valley floor with the churchyard abutting the river. 

1.3 Builth Wells is less than 8km to the north-west. 

History 

2.1 The origin and early history ofthis settlement are unknown. St Padam was a 6th-century holy man, 
but there is no firm evidence to associate him directly with this remote locality. 

2.2 Llanbadarn was slightly larger in the mid-19th century than today, a chapel and a cottage having 
disappeared in the intervening years. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 The single-chamber church with bellcote (PAR 16022) is dedicated to St Padam. It may be 13th or 
14th century in date, and avoided restoration until 1960, the roof also being restored in 1992. Roof and 
font might be 14th century or perhaps later, the altar rails, formerly in Aberedw church, and pulpit are 
17th century and the wooqen windows 18th century. 

3.2 The churchyard (PAR 16229) is sub-triangular in shape, curved on the north-west. Marginally higher 
internally than the surrounding ground, it cannot be classified as a typical early medieval 'lIan'. 

3.3 Two fields (OS plots 0365 and 1463) between the river and the road that passes through the village 
contain low earthworks (PAR 16230). These are amorphous and require more detailed examination, but 
there is a possibility that they are village earthworks associated with a sunken way. 

3.4 No motte and bailey has been recognised at this settlement though the house now known as 'The 
Green', 100m south-west ofthe church, was termed 'Castle Green' in 1839. 

3.5 Buildings to the north-west of the church are reputedly the remains of a drovers' inn, the Spread 
Eagle. There are, however, no houses of any great age in Llanbadam, and no listed structures other than 
the church. 

Recommendations 

4.1 The historic core of the settlement as defined has a high archaeological potential and appropriate 
consultation should be conducted to establish the archaeological and historical implications of any 
development proposals affecting it. 

4.2 Pre-planning evaluations should be required for any proposals involving areas around and including 
the churchyard as depicted on the accompanying map. 

4.3 Archaeological watching briefs should be anticipated where development occurs within the remainder 
of the defined historic core, although pre-planning evaluations may be necessary depending on the scale 
and type of proposal. 

4.4 The earthworks south of the present road require more detailed examination and, if appropriate, 
measured survey. 
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LLANBEDR - PAR16158 NGR 50143463 240mOD 

Location 

1.1 Llanbedr lies to the north of the hills known as the Begwms in the southern part of Radnor District, 
nearly 12km south-east of Builth Wells. 

1.2 The church accompanied only by Llanbedr Hall Farm sits astride a broad east-facing spur 
sandwiched by converging courses of a stream known in its lower reaches as Bachawy, a tributary of the 
Wye. 

History 

2.1 Nothing is known about the history of Uanbedr. White House (now Uanbedr Hall) was the only 
building in the neighbourhood of the church in the mid-19th century, and as such Llanbedr appears to be 
one of the isolated church and farm settlements typical of mid-Wales. 

2.2 Painscastle 2km to the east and in the same ecclesiastical parish became a focus of settlement and 
it is this as much as anything that has left Llanbedr in isolation. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 St Peter's at Llanbedr (PAR 16023) has a 14th-century nave and west bellcote, a 15th-century 
chancel and south porch; the windows are contemporary and the font is 12th century, but the nave roof 
and pews were replaced in the last century. There is a fine range of late 17th/18th-century funerary 
monuments. 

3.2 In the churchyard is the circular base of a churchyard cross (PAR 379). It is now used to support a 
street lamp, so placed as to be visible from both churchyard entrances. 

3.3 The churchyard (PAR 16219) is large and irregularly curvilinear. An earlier and smaller 'lIan' is 
suggested by a low scarp bank to the south of the church which swings around to east and west before 
fading. Though the alternative explanation of a deliberate platform for the building cannot be dismissed, 
it seems too large to have functioned in this way. 

3.4 There are no unequivocal traces of earlier settlement. Some minor earthworks on the north-west side 
of the churchyard, in the area where a small enclosure is shown on the second edition of the OS 25" 
map, may be related to earlier agricultural activity but this area has now been disturbed by the 
construction of a new cowhouse. 

Recommendations 

4.1 The historic core of the settlement as defined has a high archaeological potential and appropriate 
consultation should be conducted to establish the archaeological and historical implications of any 
development proposals affecting it. 

4.2 Pre-planning evaluations should be required for any proposals involving the churchyard and the area 
immediately surrounding it. 

4.3 Archaeological watching briefs should be anticipated where development occurs within the remainder 
of the defined historic core, although pre-p1anning evaluations may be necessary depending on the scale 
and type of proposal. 
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LLANBI5TER - PAR16159 NGR 50109733 300mOD 

L()cation 

1.1 Lianbister church occupies a rocky spur with valleys to north ahd south whose streams run westwards 
to the River Ithon. The older part of the village accompanying it lies in the more shallow southerly valley. 

1.2 Lianbister is one of several settlements on the east side of this particular stretch of the Ithon. It is 
13km north-east of Liandrindod Wells. 

History 

2.1 L.lanbister church was reputedly one of the most important churches in the region in the pre-Conquest 
period. Dedicated to the pre-eminent saint in Radnorshire, the church supposedly originated as the cell of 
St Cynllo in the 6th century AD, and has been claimed as the mother church of North Radnorshire, an 
early 'cl as' in the region. 

2.2 Its subsequent development as a settlement is not recorded, though by the mid-19th century a small 
group of dwellings existed on the south side of the church. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 St Cynllo's Church (PAR 16024) consists of a nave, perhaps of c.1300, and a massive 16th-century 
east tower, its upper stages dated to 1732. The font is 14th century, the screen late medieval, and there 
is a 17th-century wall painting. Re-used carved fragments may have come from Abbeycwmhir. 

3.2 The churchyard (PAR 16086) is of irregular shape reflecting the natural topography, but the church 
sits on a flat platform deliberately fashioned. 

3.3 On the north side of the church is a sub-rectangular terrace, slightly hollowed and embanked on two 
sides (PAR 16087). Possibly a building once occupied the spot. 

3.4 Slight earthworks (PAR 16088) survive in the field (OS 9027) to the south-west of the church. Their 
function remains uncertain. 

Recommendations 

4.1 The historic core of the village as defined has a high archaeological potential and appropriate 
consultation should be conducted to establish the archaeological and historical implications of any 
development proposals affecting it. 

4.2 Pre-planning evaluations should be required for any proposals involving areas around and including 
the churchyard as depicted on the accompanying map. 

4.3 Archaeological watching briefs should be anticipated where development occurs within the remainder 
of the defined historic core, although pre-planning evaluations may be necessary depending on the scale 
and type of proposal. 

4.4 The preparation of a more detailed record of the earthwork to the north of the church is 
recommended. 
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LLANBI5TER ROAD - PAR16160 NGR 50175716 270mOD 

Location 

1.1 Lianbister Road lies some 7km to the east of Lianbister. 

History 

2.1 The tihe map of 1842 shos only field in this location, confirming this to be a railway settlement of the 
later 19th century. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 No features of historic interest have been recognised at Lianbister Road. 

Recommendations 

4.1 No recommendations are proposed for Lianbister Road. 
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LLANDDEWI FACH - PAR16313 NGR 50146454 260mOD 

Location 

1.1 Terraced into the northem face of a broad valley that carries a minor tributary of the Bachawy, the 
church is now the sole element of Uanddewi Fach other than the dispersed farms in the neighbourhood. 

1.2 It lies about 2km south-west of Painscas!le and 12km south-east of Builth Wells. It is approached on 
foot across fields for there is no lane leading to it. 

History 

2.1 The origin and history of Uanddewi Fach are not recorded. The mid-19th century Tithe survey shows 
the church to be as isolated as today. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 St David's church (PAR 16061) was entirely rebuilt in 1860, and is a simple structure with no features 
of any age. It has a fireplace built into the north wall . 
3.2 The churchyard (PAR 16242) is roughly rectangular with a surrounding stone wall, embanked on the 
south. 

3.3 The wooded slope around the church (OS old plot 207) shows one probable and two possible house 
terraces and perhaps two house platforms (PAR 16243), all within 40m of the churchyard wall. 
3.4 Immediately below the church, low ridge and furrow (PAR 16244) covers the pasture (OS old plot 
205) and other fields on the opposite side of the valley also retain similar traces of open field cultivation. 

3.5 The nearest farms, Cwm (PAR 16241) and Cwm Issa, are both of stone and of late 17th-century 
date. The former is a listed Grade 11 building and was formerly the vicarage. 

Recommendations 

4.1 Uanddewi Fach has a high archaeological potential and appropriate consultation should be 
conducted to establish the archaeological and histOrical implications of any development proposals 
affecting the historic core as defined on the accompanying map. 

4.2 Pre-planning evaluations should be required for any proposals involving areas around and including 
the churchyard and the area of potential settlement around it. 

4.3 Archaeological watching briefs should be anticipated where development occurs within the remainder 
of the defined historic core, although pre-planning evaluations may be necessary depending on the scale 
and type of proposal. 

4.4 A more detailed examination of the earthworks in the woodland around the churchyard should be 
conducted with an appropriate level of recording. Consideration should be given to protecting these 
features from any development. 
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Radnorshire District Historic Settlement SUNey, CPAT, 24 March 1994 

LLANDDEWI Y5TRADENNI - PAR16161 NGR 50108686 235mOD 

Location 

1.1 Church and village lie on the valley floor of the Rivet Ithon to the east of the river where it is joined 
by a small stream rising in the hills further east. 

1.2 Llandrindod Wells is 9km to the south-west. 

History 

2.1 Nothing is known of the early history of the settlement or of its development in the medieval period. 

2.2 Described as a compact village with church, inn, manor-house and former mill, there may possibly 
have been a patch of common ground forming a 'green' on the west side of the churchyard, but this had 
been encroached on by the mid-19th century. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 St David's Church (PAR 16025) with its nave, chancel and west bellcote was rebuilt in 1890. A 
Romanesque priest's door on the south side was reassembled at that time, one fragment containing part 
of a 13th-century inscription. An early 14th-century font and a range of funerary monuments from 1673 
onwards remain. 

3.2 The churchyard (PAR 16089) reveals the raised rim of an earlier and smaller 'lIan' within its west and 
north quadrants. 

3.3 Llanddewi Hall (PAR 20626; Grade 11 listing) incorporates 16th-century work: stone walls, a re-used 
stone doorway and Tudor woodwork. It is thought to have been built around 1550. 

3.4 Distinctive but unintelligible earthworks (PAR 16090) lie beyond Llanddewi's historic core. 

Recommendations 

4.1 The historic core of the village as defined has a high archaeological potential and appropriate 
consultation should be conducted to establish the archaeological and historical implications of any 
development proposals affecting it. 

4.2 Pre-planning evaluations should be required for any proposals involving areas around and including 
the churchyard as depicted on the accompanying map. An evaluation may also be required in advance 
of any development in the vicinity of PAR 16090 despite its location beyond the historic core . 

4.3 Archaeological watching briefs should be anticipated where development occurs within the remainder 
of the defined historic core, although pre-planning evaluations may be necessary depending on the scale 
and type of proposal. 
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Radnorshire District Historic Settlement Survey, CPAT, 24 March 1994 

LLANDEGLEY - PAR16162 NGR 50139629 240mOD 

Location 

1.1 Placed between the Mithil Brook and its rather smaller tributary the Logyn Brook, Llandegley 
occupies a relatively low-lying position overshadowed by the craggy outcrops of Llandegley Rocks. 
Radnor Forest forms an impressive backdrop to tile east. 

1.2 The ground between the two streams undulates gently and Llandegley church surmounts a slight rise, 
the highest point in the immediate neighbourhood. 

1.3 The turnpike road from Penybont to Kington, 17km to the south-east, originally passed through the 
village, but the road, now the A44, has recently by-passed the heart of the village. 

History 

2.1 An Origin in the early medieval period must be suspected for Llandegley on the basis of its church 
dedication and churchyard morphology, despite the absence of firm evidence and its later history is 
equally obscure. 

2.2 Giraldus Cambrensis stayed at Llandegley at the end of the 12th century. 

2.3 At the time of the tithe survey, the church was accompanied by a farm (then Tanyllan, now Tynllan) 
and no more than half a dozen cottages. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

31. St Tecla's Church (PAR 16026; Grade 11 listing) was rebuilt as nave, chancel and west tower in 1876, 
and the tower was rebuilt again in 1953 after a collapse. The north and south walls of the single-chamber 
medieval structure survive, the fine priest's door on the south may have come from Abbeycwmhir and 
there is a reconstructed late medieval screen and a font of c.1200. 

3.2 The churchyard (PAR 16279) is sub-oval in shape, extended in modem times to the west. The 
original enclosure is raised by O.7m on the west and upwards of 2.0m on the south. 

3.3 Low earthworks (PAR 16276; OS plot 8186) survive in pasture to the south-west of the churchyard, 
but their nature is unclear. Between the village and The Pines to the west, an artificial platform (PAR 
16277; Os plot 7012) abuts the roadside hedge. Its function is likewise uncertain. 

3.4 Ridge and furrow (PAR 16278) can just be discemed in fields to the north-east and south-east of 
Tynllan Farm. 

3.5 Burton House (PAR 16072; Grade II listing), a stone and timber building beside the churchyard, has 
17th-century originS. 

Recommendations 

4.1 The historic core of Llandegley as defined on the accompanying map has a high archaeological 
potential and the appropriate consultations should be implemented to establish the archaeological and 
historical implications of any development proposals affectinl) it. 

4.2 Pre-planning evaluations should be required for any proposals involving areas around and including 
the churchyard and also those areas of pasture with earthworks surviving. 

4.3 Archaeological watching briefs should be anticipated where development occurs within the remainder 
of the defined historic core, although pre-planning evaluations may be necessary depending on the scale 
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and type of proposal. 

4.4 A more detailed examination of the earthworks to the south-west of the church is recommended and 
if appropriate a detailed record should be prepared. 
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Radnorshire District Historic Settlement Survey, CPA T, 24 March 1994 

LLANDEILO GRABAN - PAR16163 NGR 50093446 270mOD 

Location 

1.1 Uandeilo Graban occupies a broad watershed with a steep-sided but fainy shallow valley to the 
south-east and a more gently sloping one on the north-west. The ridge is abruptly halted 500m to the 
south-west by the precipitous drop to the River Wye. 

1.2 Builth Wells lies about 8m to the north-west. 

History 

2.1 The origin and development of this settlement has never been established. The first part of its name 
refers to St Teilo's church; the second element is the Welsh for com marigold. 

2.2 A remote settlement, in Lewis' time it was served only by private roads which were almost 
impassable in places. The church was partnered by only Church House Farm and a single cottage. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 St Teilo's Church (PAR 16026) consists of a nave, probably of the 14th century, a chancel added 
subsequently, a south porch and west tower. The font is also of 14th-century date. Restoration, notably of 
the tower, occurred in 1897. 

3.2 The churchyard (PAR 16216) now defines a very irregular oval shape, its recently renovated wall 
incorporating extremely large slabs of rock, a feature of the neighbourhood. The interior is raised, but 
only slightly, on the north-east and south-west. In plan there is a suggestion that the graveyard was once 
much larger, its westem boundary perhaps following the narrow strip of lane now occupied by Pen-I an, 
yet there is no ground evidence to corroborate this suspicion. 

3.3 A cottage (PAR 16217) shown on the Tithe map, some 30m north-west of the church, has been 
reduced to its foundations. A farm, represented also by foundations and the low walls of ancilliary 
buildings and enclosures (PAR 16218) is set on the edge of the scarp ovenooking Nant Henllan, 160m to 
the south-east. 

Recommendations 

4.1 The historic core of the settlement as defined on the accompanying map has a high archaeological 
potential and appropriate consultation should be conducted to establish the archaeological and historical 
implications of any development proposals affecting it. 

4.2 Pre-planning evaluations should be required for any proposals involving areas around and including 
the churchyard, the putative eany churchyard, and the sites of eanier dwellings as depicted on the 
accompanying map. 

4.3 Archaeological watching briefs should be anticipated where development occurs within the remainder 
of the defined historic core, although pre-planning evaluations may be necessary depending on the scale 
and type of proposal. 

4.4 A detailed examination of the earthworks to the south-east of the church should pe conducted to 
include the preparation of a detailed measured record . 
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LLANDRINDOD WELLS - PAR16164 NGR 50059614 280mOD 

Location 

1.1 Llandrindod Wells is an amalgam of two rather different settlements. Early Llandrindod in the form of 
the old parish church and Llandrindod Hall occupies a spur sandwiched between valleys that drop down 
towards the Ithon from the high ground to the east. 

1.2 One kilometre to the north-east on lower ground which has been ridged and hollowed by several 
streams is the Victorian and modem creation of Llandrindod Wells. 

History 

2.1 The name refers to the 'Church of the Trinity'. 

2.2 The earlier focus occupies a spur overlooking this area. Whether the church represents an early 
medieval foundation is unclear. The prefix 'lIan' might suggest this but there is no corroborative 
evidence. Its later history, too, is uncharted. 

2.3 Reportedly the Origins of the spa town go back to the late 17th century. Cae-bach Chapel (PAR 
30000; Grade " listing) in Brookland Road was founded in 1715. Saline and sulphur springs were 
discovered in the 1730s and these were noted in various publications in the following twenty years. 
Llandrindod Hall by the old church was converted into a large hotel in about 1749, but it functioned for 
less than forty years and was demolished by its proprietor, reportedly because of its unsavoury clientele. 

2.4 New hotels began to emerge in the first decade of the 19th century, although by 1833 the total 
population of the parish was only 182. Further expansion occurred around 1870 when the lake was 
constructed, and was no doubt assisted by the extension of the Central Wales railway from Knighton in 
1865. In 1886 Llandrindod was heralded as the 'Queen of Welsh Watering Places'. The spa ceased to 
operate in 1971. 

2.5 The town gradually expanded over Llanerch Common, the subject of an Inclosure Act in 1862 and 
one of a string of commons utilised for grazing and peat cutting that extended as far as Llanbadam Fawr 
bridge, 4km to the north-east. In the mid-19th century Llanerch Common and its southerly neighbour, 
Llandrindod Common, were bisected by the tumpike road and fringed by farms and small holdings but no 
substantial grouping of dwellings except at Howey further to the south. One encroachment on Llanerch 
Common consisting of the Llanerch Inn, an adjacent small holding known as Dyffryn, and a few fields, 
was probably of some age, although the local claim of a 16th-century origin for the inn cannot perhaps be 
justified. The situation is conveniently described and mapped by Jones. 

2.6 The town has been the administrative centre of Radnorshire since 1889. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 Considerable traces of earlier activity have been found in and around Llandrindod, some more 
convincingly authentic than others. Most do not relate to the development of early medieval and later 
Llandrindod and the details given below are necessarily selective. 

3.2 The auntheticity of a stone circle in Temple Gardens (PAR 1165) is open to doubt. Now scattered 
around the park, some of the stones are recorded as having been set in a circle in 1873, and there is no 
substantive evidence that this represents a genuine prehistoric site. 

3.3 A row of four barrows (PAR 5636) and a possible standing stone on the common have not been 
confirmed (PAR 1170), while the Ridgeboume stone row (PAR 2621) which may incorporate two large 
recumbent stones (PARs 6347 and 6348), a natural outcrop (PAR 6349) and a small caim (PAR 6350) 
also appears not to have wholly convinced prehistorians. 
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3.4 More legitimate are the series of caims on the hill to the east and north-east of the old church. Some 
were destroyed during construction works on the golf course (PARs 1166 and 1167), others survive (e.g. 
PAR 1173). 

3.5 Prehistoric finds from the area include a Neolithic polished stone axe (PAR 2052), and a bronze flat 
dagger (PAR 4106) found in an unspecified caim on Little Hill in 1911 

3.6 Roman activity in the vicinity of Llandrindod is very well attested. The excavated auxiliary fort of 
Castell Collen (PAR 1159; SAM Radnor 1) still survives on the far side of the River Ithon as a substantial 
earthwork. It is accompanied by a bath-house (PAR 6341), closer to the river. 

3.7 Soldiers from the fort were responsible for the construction of a series of small practice camps on the 
southern side of the common and close to the road running from the fort's south gate. Nineteen are 
known (collectively PAR 1086), though few survive as earthworks. Some have been built over, others, 
however, are scheduled (SAMs Radnor 126; 134). 

3.8 Elsewhere pottery found at the Llandrindod Waterworks (PAR 956), now the Ddole Industrial Estate 
and near Llanfawr quarry (PAR 2054) attest further Roman activity. 

3.9 From the Llanyre bank of the Ithon, a few hundred metres from the town, a punt-like wooden boat 
(PAR 2053) was pulled out in 1929. Thought to be medieval at the time, it could be earlier. It now resides 
in Llandrindod Museum. 

3.10 The old parish church of Holy Trinity (PAR 16027) lies more than 1km south-east of the town and 
was Sited on the edge of an extensive tract of common upland. It originally had a single chamber of 
13thl14th-century build with a south porch and small west spire. It was rebuilt in 1894, after the 
Archdeacon of Llandrindod had removed the roof in order to 'encourage' townspeople to attend the new 
church in the town. The old church houses several early 19th-century monuments and a 'sheel-na-gig' 
(PAR 5960) uncovered during building work in 1894 and presumably of medieval origin. 

3.11 The churchyard (PAR 16199) is irregular in design, its shape on the west and south dictated by the 
natural topography. The Tithe map depicts a smaller enclosure around the church, a short distance away 
from the road and no longer distinguishable at ground level. 

3.12 The spur on which the old church sits is naturally irregular with rock outcrop~ protruding. North of 
the church on land that was common until the 19th century are several flat terraces some of which are 
certainly artificial constructions that probably supported dwellings (PAR 16094). Further earthworks (PAR 
16095), the most obvious a low curvilinear bank of unknown function, are apparent just to the south-east 
of Llandrindod Hall (PAR 30020). 

3.13 Capel Maelog (PAR 2055) which was excavated between 1984 and 1987 layoff Cefnllys Lane less 
than 1 km east of the town centre. Its foundations have now been reconstructed near County Hall. 

3.14 Undoubtedly features of medieval date have been swept away or may be submerged as modem 
Llandrindod expands. These, however, relate primarily to an earlier rural landscape rather than the 
historic settlement of Uandrindod. As they are therefore peripheral to this particular study no attempt has 
been made to establish a comprehensive record, but by way of example we may note that the playing 
field, south of the Arlais Brook and west of the railway line, not only incorporates one of the scheduled 
Roman practice camps (PAR 1086), but is covered by relict ridge and furrow cultivation (PAR 16096). 

3.15 With the exception of Cae-bach Chapel (see above), the listed buildings in Llandrindod are 19th and 
20th century in origin. Holy Trinity church (PAR 30009) in the centre of Llandrindod was built only in 
1871, and even the Llanerch Hotel, formerly the Llanerch Inn (PAR 30013; Grade 11 listing) is primarily of 
19th-century date, although there are earlier intemal features. Details of the others are provided in 
Cadw's published list. 

3.16 Archaeological features of more modem date have also been recognised. Near Llandrindod are the 
cropmarks of a World War 11 gun emplacement (PAR 1169), and the golf course which pre-dates the 
Second World War may have been the agency behind a number of miscellaneous earthworks (PARs 
2639,50191-99). 
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Recommendations 

4.1 The historic core of early Uandrindod as defined on the accompanying map has a high 
archaeological potential and appropriate consu~ation should be conducted to establish the 
archaeological and historical implications of any development proposals affecting it. 

4.2 Pre-planning evaluations should be required for any proposals involving areas around and including 
the churchyard as depicted on the accompanying map. 

4.3 Archaeological watching briefs should be anticipated where development occurs within the remainder 
of the defined historic core, although pre-planning evaluations may be necessary depending on the scale 
and type of proposal. 

4.4 A more detailed examination of the earthworks to the north and west of the church should be 
undertaken at some stage in the future and a detailed record prepared. These earthworks are of local 
and perhaps wider importance and should be protected from adverse development, if necessary by the 
refusal of planning permission. 

4.5 For modem Uandrindod Wells no specific recommendations are made for the medieval and earlier 
remains within and on the edge of the town as this falls outside the remit of this study. However, 
appropriate consultation should be conducted to establish the implications of any development proposals 
affecting known archaeological and historical sites in the area. 

4.6 It should also be remarked that the town contains scheduled ancient monuments and listed buildings 
and consequently the relevant legislative procedures must be observed. 
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LLANELWEDD - PAR16165 NGR 50046518 130mOD 

Location 

1.1 Llanelwedd faces Builth Wells across the Wye, close to the point where the river having meandered 
down a broad valley is committed to a tighter channel hemmed in by hills on both sides. 

1.2 The settlement has developed on the river bank in the shelter of Llanelwedd Rocks, the southem end 
of a craggy ridge that terminates directly above the river. 

1.3 The A481 joins the main arterial road, the A483 here, less than one kilometre from Builth Wells. 

History 

2.1 The focus of Llanelwedd has shifted in historic times. A spur in a prominent position above the Wye, 
which was probably first used in the early medieval centuries, was abandoned in favour of a riverside 
location sometime during the medieval period. 

2.2 The subsequent growth of Llanelwedd is unclear. In 1777 a fire destroyed all but the church and there 
is an implication in the report at the time that the village was then larger. In the mid-19th century, the 
church and no more than five cottages overlooked the river. By this time the road through the village had 
been tumpiked. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 There is some evidence of prehistoric activity in the area. Towering above the village, Llanelwedd 
Rocks has been partly quarried away and in the process vario,us known and probably some unknown 
archaeological sites have been destroyed. A Bronze Age bowl barrow (PAR 1608) occupies a spur 
overlooking the Wye, close to Llanelwedd's earty church site (see below). 
3.2 Traditionally, the early medieval church dedicated to St Elwedd lay within a still visible enclosure 
(PAR 1601) at Cae Henllan on the spur 500m to the north-west of the present village. A sketch in the 
NMR shows a polygonal enclosure with the church set in the north-east comer. It was partially excavated 
in 1910, and now lies within the perimeter of the Royal Welsh Showground with much of the surrounding 
ground landscaped and terraced. 

3.3 St Matthew's Church (PAR 16028) has a nave, chancel , north aisle, south porch and west tower. The 
tower is 14th century, mllch of the rest was rebuilt in 1877, apparently copying the 15th-century original. 
A full description of the 19th-century changes is provided in Davies' gloss to Williams' manuscript. 

3.4 The churchyard (PAR 16240) is completely rectilinear; though raised high on the west side, this is 
due to the cutting back and revetment of the natural slope. 

3.5 A cockpit (PAR 3787) on the east edge of the village has now been destroyed by quarrying. Another 
post-medieval feature, the parish pound (PAR 4103), which lay on the opposite side of the road to SI 
Matthew's church has also disappeared, but the toll house (PAR 6247) at the junction of the Uandrindod 
and Knighton roads survives. 

Recommendations 

4.1 The historic core of the settlement as defined on the accompanying map has a high archaeological 
potential and appropriate consultation should be conducted to establish the archaeological and historical 
implications of any development proposals affecting it. 

4.2 Pre-planning evaluations should be required for any proposals involving areas around and including 
the churchyard. 
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4.3 Archaeological watching briefs should be anticipated where development occurs within the remainder 
of the defined historic core, although pre-planning evaluations may be necessary depending on the scale 
and type of proposal. 

A detailed examination of the site of the eariy church should be conducted and, if necessary, should 
include the preparation of a detailed measured record. Appropriate steps should be taken to ensure its 
future preservation. 
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Radnorshire District Historic Settlement Survey, CPAT, 24 March 1994 

LLANFAREDD - PAR16166 NGR 50069507 130mOD 

Location 

1.1 The church and farm which are the sole components of Lianfaredd sit back from the east bank of the 
River Wye, less than 3km east of Builth Wells (8reconshire). Eastwards the ground rises increasingly 
steeply to the heights of Aberedw Hill, 450m above sea level. From its lower slopes a small stream falls 
towards the Wye and where it cuts through a river terrace, Lianfaredd church was erected. 

History 

2.1 The beginnings of Lianfaredd and its subsequent history have not been determined. 

2.2 Today St Mary's Church is accompanied by the numerous buildings of Church House Farm, a layout 
that has changed only in the size of the farm and the construction of a village hall in the century and a 
half since the Tithe survey was conducted. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 The church dedicated to St Mary (PAR 16029) is single-chambered, its build is old but undated, and 
the south door is 17th-century. It was restored in 1891. 

3.2 The churchyard (PAR 16200), depicted as almost circular on the Tithe map, is in fact an irregular 
oval of unusually diminutive size, the implication being that this has remained unchanged since its 
establishment. Nor is it raised except where the ground slope dictates on the west side. 

3.3 The pasture field (OS plot 0176) to the east of the church appears to contain three or four dispersed 
platforms (PAR 16201) terraced into the gently ascending ground. Seen from a distance these are of 
varying authenticity, but may represent the positions of earlier dwellings. 

Recommendations 

4.1 The historic core of Lianfaredd as defined on the accompanying map has a high archaeological 
potential and appropriate consultation should be conducted to establish the archaeological and histOrical 
implications of any development proposals affecting it. 

4.2 Pre-planning evaluations should be required for any proposals involving areas around and including 
the churchyard and also sensitive areas within OS plot 0176 though these have not been defined on the 
map because of a current absence of precise information. 

4.3 Archaeological watching briefs should be anticipated where development occurs within the remainder 
of the defined historic core, although pre-planning evaluations may be necessary depending on the scale 
and type of proposal. 

4.4 A more detailed examination of the earthworks to the east of the church should be conducted in the 
future and if appropriate a detailed record should be prepared. 

References 

CPAT Field Visit 10 December 1993 
Haslam 1979,252 
Tithe Survey 1843 
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Radnorshire District Historic Settlement Survey, CPA T, 24 March 1994 

LLANFIHANGEL HELYGEN - PAR16167 NGR 50045643 240mOD 

Location 

1.1 This isolated church resides on a undistinguished ridge top in gently undulating land to the west of 
the River Ithon. Llandrindod Wells is situated just over 3km to the south-east. 

History 

2.1 This was known to Williams in the early 19th century as Llanfihangel-fach. 

2.2 Nothing is known of its origin or early history, although from the church dedication, ridge-top location 
and irregular shape of the churchyard, a late date for its emergence might be postulated. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 St Michael's Church (PAR 16030) consists of a simple rectangular chamber with a west bellcote. The 
walls were largely rebuilt in c.1812 and a new east window put in place, although the roof is probably 
much earlier. The building was restored in 1956. Internally there is a font, perhaps of the 13th century. 

3.2 The churchyard (PAR 16098), neither raised nor curvilinear, is not suggestive of an early medieval 
date. 

3.3 No evidence has been encountered to indicate that this has ever been anything other than an 
isolated church with well dispersed farmsteads in the neighbourhood and a large area of upland common 
to the east. 

Recommendations 

4.1 The historic core as defined on the accompanying map has an undefined archaeological potential 
and appropriate consultation should be conducted to establish the archaeological and historical 
implications of any development proposals affecting it. 

4.2 An archaeological watching brief should be anticipated where development occurs within the defined 
historic core and a pre-planning evaluation may be necessary depending on the scale and type of 
proposal. 

References 

CPAT Field Visit 19 November 1993 
Davies 1905, 276 
Haslam 1979, 252 
Tithe Survey 1842 
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Radnorshire District Historic Settlement Survey, CPA T, 24 March 1994 

LLANFIHANGEL NANT MELAN • PAR16168 NGR S0180581 305mOD 

Location 

1.1 Llanfihangel Nant Melan occupies the valley of the Summergill Brook as it curves round the 
prominent hill known as Mynd, one of the most prominent heights at the southem edge of Radnor Forest. 

1.2 Church and village lie on the south side of the stream with the Red Lion Inn and one house backing 
directly on to it. 

1.3 A tumpike road, now the A44, passes through the village on its way to Kington 12km to the east. 

History 

2.1 Nothing has been discovered about the origin and development of this settlement. 

2.2 The tithe map of the mid-19th century shows the church and a few cottages between the tumpike 
road and the stream, with Great House and Lower House south of the road. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 A round barrow of presumed Bronze Age date (PAR 2111) lies on a low knoll some 300m north-west 
of the church. 

3.2 Howse also claimed a round barrow (PAR 1495) in the churchyard and remarked on the tradition that 
a stone circle surrounded the latter (PAR 6095). These have not been confirmed by later writers, and 
were thought to be mis-sitings! However, the church surmounts a prominent platform (see below) which 
may have coloured Howse's view, while the stone circle tradition has been confirmed by a householder in 
New Radnor who mentioned two stones in the churchyard and a third in the adjacent inn carpark. 
Nevertheless, the tradition still lacks credibility. 

3.3 St Michael's Church (PAR 16031) with its small nave and semi-circular apse, was rebuilt in the 
Norman style in 1846. 

3.4 The churchyard as it currently exists (PAR 16282) is sul>-rectangular, but there is a distinctive raised 
platform within, on which the church has been erected. This is most apparent on the north and west 
where it is nearly two metres high, and could perhaps represent either the levelled remains of an earlier 
church or even an earlier churchyard enceint. 

3.5 Just to the west of the churchyard and now covered by a small plantation is a linear bank (PAR 5229) 
lying across the valley fioor. Earlier speculation that this is early medieval remains to be demonstrated, 
though it has been suggested that it pre-dates the earthworks associated with a mill (PAR 6109). The 
latter consist of an embanked pond, a leat and a building platform. There are also other earthworks (PAR 
16280) in the same field including at least one further platform. 

3.6 Platforms have also been claimed behind the 'Red Lion', but the creation of ponds and other 
landscaping activities on both sides of the stream may have obliterated these features. However, one 
platform (PAR 16281; old OS plot 543) may survive on the north side of the stream, north-east of the 
house adjacent to the inn. 

3.7 Great House (PAR 16032; Grade" listing), opposite the church, shelters the remains of a lSth
century open hail-hOUse. The cowhouse under the same roof is later in date. 

Recommendations 

4.1 The historic core of Llanfihangel Nant Melan as depicted on the accompanying map has a high 
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Radnorshire District Historic Settlement Survey, CPAT, 24 March 1994 

archaeological potential and appropriate consultation should be conducted to establish the 
archaeological and historical implications of any development proposals affecting it. 

4.2 Pre-planning evaluations should be required for any proposals involving areas around and including 
the churchyard. 

4.3 Archaeologicaf watching briefs should be anticipated where development occurs within the remainder 
of the defined historic core, although pre-planning evaluations may be necessary depending on the scale 
and type of proposal. 

4.4 The earthworks in the field to the west of the church warrant preservation. They are of regional and 
perhaps wider importance and should be protected from adverse development, if necessary by the 
refusal of planning permission. In due course they should be recommended for scheduling. The field also 
requires a thorough examination and a detailed, measured record should be prepared. 

References 
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Radnorshire District Historic Settlement Survey, CPAT, 24 March 1994 

LLANFIHANGEL RHYDITHON • PAR16169 NGR 50151667 260mOD 

Location 

1.1 From the south em side of the valley Llanfihangel Rhydithon's church looks southwards over the 
Maes Brook, a small tributary of the River Aran which itself flows into the Ithon some kilometres to the 
west. Behind the church the ground rises steeply to the northem flank of Radnor Forest. 

1.2 The church occupies the lip of a change in slope with the older houses of the settlement set below it. 
A few modem dwellings have been built at the same level as the church, hemming the churchyard in on 
the south-west side. 
1.3 Llanfihangel is around 10km north-east of Llandrindod Wells. 

History 

2.1 The name links St Michael's church with a ford of the River Ithon, though as noted above the river is 
some distance away. 

2.2 Nothing has been gleaned about the earlier history of this settlement. 

2.3 Lower House Farm, Church House, the church, and at most a couple of cottages constituted the 
village 150 years ago. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 The church of St Michael and All Angels (PAR 16033) was rebuilt in its entirety in 1838, and retains 
no earlier features other than a 14th-century font. 

3.2 The churchyard (PAR 16232) is raised, particular1y on its north-eastem side, but it has an irregular 
shape with an element of curvilinearity about it only on the north where the topography dictates its line. A 
post-1840 extension to the graveyard south of the church is discernible, for the original scarp bank is still 
apparent. 
3.3 Lower House Farm (PAR 16062) incorporates a cruck-framed former house of 15th-century date, 
with 17th/18th-century additions at the east end where it links to a bam/cowhouse range of similar origin. 
The complex carries a Grade 11 listing. 

3.4 The parish hall also carries a Grade 11 listing and h<\s been coverted from the Toll House of c.1800, 
although an inscription at the east end also records that this part was erected as a school in 1848. 

Recommendations 

4.1 The historic core of Llanfihangel as defined on the accompanying map has a high archaeological 
potential and appropriate consultation should be conducted to establish the archaeological and historical 
implications of any development proposals affecting it. 

4.2 Pre-planning evaluations should be required for any proposals involving areas around and including 
the churchyard. 

4.3 Archaeological watching briefs should be anticipated where development occurs within the remainder 
of the defined historic core, although pre-planning evaluations may be necessary depending on the scale 
and type of proposal. 
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Radnorshire District Historic Settlement SUNey, CPA T, 24 March 1994 

LLANGUNLLO - PAR16170 NGR 50211713 235mOD 

Location 

1.1 L1angunllo lies high up the River Lugg, 8km west of Knighton, with the surrounding hills towering over 
it. A small tributary stream dropping down from high ground on the west creates a spur with the river 
valley and it is at the tip of this that St Cynllo's church was established. The older houses shelter below 
the church close to the valley floor, but modem development is now extending the village up the nprthem 
slopes of the valley. 

History 

2.1 L1angunllo's early history is unchronicled, and despite the dedication to an obscure early medieval 
saint, any suggestion that the settlement was founded before the Norman Conquest is at best 
speculation . 

2.2 In the middle of the 19th century it consisted of the church, the Great House and more than a dozen 
houses, by Radnorshire's standards quite a sizeable village. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 St Cynllo's Church (PAR 16034; Grade 11 listing) is entirely rebuilt, its nave and chancel in 1878, the 
west tower in 1894 - its predecessor had a foundation stone of 1687 - and the porch in 1896. There is a 
re-used doorway at the west end and a small lancet window on the north. Medieval floor tiles have been 
reused in the chancel. 

3.2 L1angunllo churchyard (PAR 16034) is rectangular. It is raised, in places up to 2m, but this is largely 
the result of its position on a sloping spur. 

3.3 In addition to the listed buildings - The Stores and the Great House - there are several stone-built 
cottages which may go back to the 18th century, but little that can be attributed to an earlier period. 

Recommendations 

4.1 The historic core of L1angunllo as defined on the accompanying map has a high archaeological 
potential and appropriate consultation should be conducted to establish the archaeological and historical 
implications of any development proposals affecting it. 

4.2 Pre-planning evaluations should be required for any proposals involving areas around and including 
the churchyard. 

4.3 Archaeological watching briefs should be anticipated where development occurs within the remainder 
of the defined historic core, although pre-planning evaluations may be necesSary depending on the scale 
and type of proposal. 

References 
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Tithe Survey 1841 
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Radnorshire District Historic Settlement Survey, CPA T, 24 March 1994 

LLANSANTFFRAED CWMDEUDDWR - PAR16171 NGR SN966677 205mOD 

Location 

1.1 Llansantffraed occupies the west bank of the River Wye immediately opposite Rhayader, and close 
to the Breconshire border. 

1.2 The Wye in this section of its upper reaches follows a pronounced if not always deep valley. In the 
vicinity of Llansantffraed church, however, the valley flattens out, the ground is level and probably 
covered by riverine deposits, hence the name Y Gro. In past times this natural crossing place was 
utilised by a ford across the river. The motte and the dwellings surrounding it are set on the edge of 
higher ground, almost certainly a river terrace, at the pOint where it swings away from the Wye. The 
church, on the same terrace but further south, thus lies further back from the river. 

History 

2.1 The early history of the settlement is obscure, though it is generally thought that it emerged at an 
earlier date than Rhayader, its larger neighbour to the east. An early medieval origin can only be 
conjectured. 

2.2 It has been argued that the motte was thrown up in the earlier 12th century to command the ford 
across the Wye. This is still visible at the bottom of Water Lane across the river. 

2.3 No doubt as a result of its proximity to Rhayader the settlement had developed into a medium-sized 
village by the middle ofthe 19th century. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 A robbed barrow on the north side of the main road and probably somewhere in the vicinity of Station 
Road was identified by Williams at the beginning of the 19th century. It is unlikely that any trace of this 
putative monument remains. 

3.2 Tomen Liansantffraid (PAR 259; SAM Radnor 142) is a heavily mutilated motte overlooking the river. 
Its sides have been cut back during housing construction and its original shape is no longer recognisable. 
Whether it had a bailey has not been ascertained. Excavations in 1982 and 1990 yielded information 
about how the mound was raised . 

3.3 St Bridget's church (PAR 267) was rebuilt in 1778 and again in 1866. The only feature surviving from 
its medieval predecessor is a stoup carved with three heads, possibly Early Norman, in the south porch. 

3.4 No unequivocal traces of a circular churchyard remain . But immediately north of the church an 
irregularly shaped area of slightly higher ground unrelated to the present perimeter of the churchyard 
(PAR 16081), may have some significance in this context. The north-west portion of the modem 
churchyard is a recent extension as the Tithe map makes clear. 

3.5 No evidence of settlement shrinkage has been detected. Modem growth resulting from its proximity 
to the market town of Rhayader has probably obliterated any traces that existed. 

3.6 The suggestion of a Dominican friary cell (PAR 3529) at the west end of Rhayader Bridge seems to 
be have no basis in fact (see Rhayader q.v.) . 

Recommendations 

4.1 The historic core of Llansantffraed as defined on the accompanying map has a high archaeological 
potential and appropriate consultation should be conducted to establish the archaeological and historical 
implications of any development proposals affecting it. 
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4.2 Pre-planning evaluations should be required for any proposals involving areas around and including 
the churchyard. 

4.3 Archaeological watching briefs should be anticipated where development occurs within the remainder 
of the defined historic core, although pre-planning evaluations may be necessary depending on the scale 
and type of proposal. 
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Radnorshire District Historic Settlement Survey, CPAT, 24 March 1994 

LLAN5ANTFFRAED IN ELVEL - PAR16172 NGR 50099548 260mOD 

Location 

1.1 Llansantffraedin-Elwel, 7km north-east of Builth Wells, has the craggy unimproved upland tract of 
Perthi Common immediately behind it providing shelter from the west and lower undulating ground 
bisected by minor tributaries of the River Edw to the east. 

1.2 The church lies close to a small stream, the present houses a short distance away beneath the hill. 

History 

2.1 The origin and early history of Llansantffraed is obscure, although the church dedication and the 
shape of the churchyard point to its establishment in the early medieval era. 

2.2 A Cistercian nunnery was established here prior to 1174, but may have been dissolved by 1186 as a 
result of Enoch, the abbot of Strata Marcella who supervised the foundation, eloping with one of the 
nuns. Nothing is known of its precise location. 

2.3 Whether or not the settlement expanded in the Middle Ages, by the mid-19th century Llansantffraed 
consisted only of the church and a few farms and houses including Llandre. Then as now there was a 
large area of common land to the north-west. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 St Bridget's Church (PAR 16035) consists of a single chamber rebuilt in 1895. The font is perhaps 
15th century; and fragments of window tracery, the aitar rails and oak for the pews were re-used in the 
Victorian rebuild. 

3.2 The churchyard (PAR 16236) is a curiously irregular shape in view of the absence of topographical 
constraints. However, there is an indication, in the form of a low scarp on the north-west, south-west and 
perhaps the east side, of an earlier 'lIan', ovate in shape. A mound in the churchyard (PAR 1632) was 
previously thought to be a round barrow but is now considered to be a more recent accumulation of 
material. 

3.3 The north em corner of the field opposite the church and east of the lane (OS plot 0078) contains 
earthworks (PAR 16237) that appear to include platforms. Upper Llandre is shown here on the mid-19th 
century Tithe map. There are other less intelligible features further south. 

3.4 Elsewhere in the settlement there are signs of other former buildings though their function and age 
remains in doubt: immediately to the west of the enclosure around Church House is a possible house 
platform (PAR 16239) and a building, perhaps a bam (PAR 16238; OS plot 7658) occupied the comer of 
a field a few metres to the south-west. 
3.5 Llandre (PAR 16036) is cruck-built, though no date has been assigned to it. There are no listed 
buildings in the village. 

Recommendations 

4.1 The historic core of Llansantffraed-in-Elwel as defined on the accompanying map has a high 
archaeological potential and appropriate consultation should be conducted to establish the 
archaeological and historical implications of any development proposals affecting it. 

4.2 Pre-planning evaluations should be required for any proposals involving areas around and including 
the churchyard and the field east of the lane as depicted on the accompanying map. 

4.3 Archaeological watching briefs should be anticipated where development occurs within the remainder 
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of the defined historic core, although pra-planning evaluations may be necessary depending on the scale 
and type of proposal. 

4.4 A more detailed examination of the earthworks to the east of the church should be undertaken and a 
detailed record prepared at an appropriate level. 

References 

CPAT Field Visit 14 December 1993 
County SMR 
Cowley 1977, 38 
Haslam 1979, 254 
Howse 1949,243 
Tithe Survey 1841 
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LLAN5TEPHAN - PAR16173 NGR 50119429 220mOD 

Location 

1.1 The isolated church at Lianstephan is sited on the east side of the River Wye, where the slope rising 
from the valley floor flattens out before continuing to climb to The Begwms several kilometres to the 
north-east. 

1.2 The A470(T) road from Brecon to Builth Wells runs in the valley below. Lianstephan is 12km to the 
south-east of Builth Wells. 

History 

2.1 Nothing is known of the origin and early history of Lianstephan. The earliest cartography which 
admittedly goes back no further than the last century suggests the church may always have been an 
isolated building serving the dispersed farms in the neighbourhood. 

2.2 It is an area where the landscape is undergoing visible modification. Relict field boundaries showing 
as Iynchet banks are to be seen in the large field (OS old plot 250) to the north-east of the church while 
the adjacent embanked trackway has fallen out of use and is overgrown. Other field boundaries shown 
on the accompanying early 20th-century Ordnance Survey map have also been removed since its 
preparation. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 St Stephen's Church (PAR 16037) consists of nave, chancel, south porch and west tower. The nave 
is 13th century, the chancel 14th century, as perhaps is the tower, which seems to have been rebuilt in 
the 16th century. Some windows were replaced in the 15th century and the chancel was re-roofed in the 
17th century. Restoration occurred around 1867. 

3.2 The Iych-gate (PAR 16213) with its stable is of 18th-century date and has a Grade" listing. 

3.3 The churchyard (PAR 16214) is irregularly oval. It may have been extended in the past for a low 
scarp is discernible around the south side of the church but this does not describe a complete circuit. 

3.4 There are no dwelllings or farms in the immediate vicinity. A possible building platform (PAR 16215; 
OS old plot 284) lies adjacent to the track leading westwards from the church at the point where it 
bifurcates. 

Recommendations 

4.1 The historic core of the settlement as shown on the accompanying map has a high archaeological 
potential and appropriate consultation should be conducted to establish the archaeological and historical 
implications of any development proposals affecting it. 

4.2 Pre-planning evaluations should be required for any proposals involving areas around and including 
the churchyard as depicted on the accompanying map. 

4.3 Archaeological watching briefs should be anticipated where development occurs within the remainder 
of the defined historic core, although pre-planning evaluations may be necessary depending on the scale 
and type of proposal . 

References 

CPAT Field Visit 8 December 1993 
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LLANYRE - PAR16174 NGR 50044623 210mOD 

Location 

1.1 Llanyre faces I,.landrindod Wells less than 2km away across the Ithon. The church was erected on flat 
ground which to the east and south falls away gently to the river and a small tributary respectively. 

1.2 Some development has occurred in the vicinity of the church but modem development in the village 
has been concentrated beyond Llanyre Hall, 500m to the north. 

History 

2.1 It has been elicited from a document of 1566 that the settlement was named Llanllyr-yn-rhos, 
meaning 'the church of St Llyr on the moor' . 

2.2 The origins and subsequent development of the settlement have not been recorded. Nevertheless, 
the dedication of its church and the form of its early churchyard favour an early medieval beginning, at 
least for ecclesiastical activity. 

2.3 The earliest reference to Llanyre is in a charter of 1292 which granted rights for a weekly market and 
two annual fairs here. 

2.3 As late as the mid.19th century Llanyre consisted of no more than a church, inn and a couple of 
houses with a small common to the north and a larger one to the south. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 St Llyr's church (PAR 16038) was entirely rebuilt between 1885 and 1887, and in the 19th century 
had a dedication to All Saints. Its medieval predecessor had an unusually ornate roof. The font may be 
Late Norman. 

3.2 An earlier and areally smaller churchyard bank (PAR 4205), sub-circular in form, is visible on three 
sides ofthe church, linking in with a kink in the existing graveyard wall on the south. 

3.3 There are no traces of earlier dwelling sites in the fields to the north of the church. 

Recommendations 

4.1 The historic core of Llanyre as shown on the accompanying map has a high archaeological potential 
and appropriate consultation should be conducted to establish the archaeological and historical 
implications of any development proposals affecting it. 

4.2 Pre-planning evaluations should be required for any proposals involving areas around and including 
the churchyard as depicted on the accompanying map. 

4.3 Archaeological watching briefs should be antiCipated where development occurs within the remainder 
of the defined historic core, although pre-planning evaluations may be necessary depending on the scale 
and type of proposal. 

References 

CPAT Field Visit 7 December 1993 
County SMR 
Haslam 1979, 255 
Rees 1986 
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LLOWE5 - PAR16175 NGR 50192417 90mOD 

Location 

1.1 Set on the west side of the Wye just above the valley floor, Llowes church and the village that 
surrounds it occupy a spur between the main valley and a dingle formed by a small tributary that runs off 
the lower slopes of The Begwms to the north-west. Below the churchyard the stream loops round and 
takes a north-easterly route to the Wye providing a low promontory on which the church was established. 

1.2 The village has grown up on both banks of the stream and is now expanding up the hill behind the 
church. 

1.3 Llowes is about 4km west of the Brecknock town of Hay-on-Wye and adjacent to the A438, the main 
road between Hereford and Brecon. 

History 

2.1 St Meilig is said to have come from Clydeside in c.AD 650 and founded a 'clas' at Llowes. 

2.2 Although the church is dedicated to St Meilig, the name of the settlement is said to be derived from 
St Llywes, an obscure holy man who is mentioned both in the 'Uber Landavensis' and by Giraldus 
Cambrensis. 

2.3 There is a reference, unsubstantiated, to the fact that an anchorite named Wechelen had a 
hermitage here in the 12th century (PAR 4347). 

2.4 The subsequent development of the settlement can only be guessed at, but in a survey of 1816, it 
consisted of a church, public house, mill and nine dwellings. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 No traces of the early medieval 'clas' has been recognised. It can be no more than supposition that it 
lay on the spot now occupied by the church. 

3.2 The nave and chancel of St Meilig's church (PAR 16039) were rebuilt between 1853 and 1855, the 
west tower is medieval, its later stage added in the Perpendicular style. In addition to the cross (see 
below), there is an early 13th-century font within the church, but little else of any great interest. 
3.3 The source of much speculation by Williams, a decorated cross-slab with a large cross in high relief 
(PAR 399; SAM Radnor 100) is probably 11th-century in date. It was moved from the churchyard into the 
church in 1956, but a local tradition reported in the church is that it was originally set on Bryn-y-rhydd 
Common, the higher ground to the south-west of the village, at a place called Croesfeilig and was moved 
to the churchyard perhaps in the 12th century. 

3.4 The churchyard (PAR 16206) is raised high above the general ground level on its south-east side, but 
elsewhere its elevation is much less pronounced. Notwithstanding this, it has a strong curvilinear 
appearance and the linear alignments on its north side hint at later modifications. 

3.5 The Old Vicarage (PAR 16073) incorporates a medieval hall house, perhaps of 15th-century or early 
16th-century date. This is currently not listed, nor are any other buildings in the village, although the 
Radnor Arms Inn and the Old Mill, now in part an overgrown ruin, had the obsolete Grade III listing. 

3.6 A former orchard above Mill Cottages (OS plot 1082) contains what appear to be terraces and 
platforms (PAR 16207), probably the sites of earlier medieval dwellings. East of the church and on the 
opposite side of the main road (OS plot 3675), the scarp above the stream may have been levelled for 
use (PAR 16209); and a rather more distictive terraced platform (PAR 16208) is visible higher up the 
hillside where it is crossed by a footpath. A further platform (PAR 16210) in Fron Wood is less 
convincing. 
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Recommendations 

4.1 The historic core of Llowes as defined on the accompanying map has a high archaeological potential 
and appropriate consultation should be conducted to establish the archaeological and historical 
implications of any development proposals affecting it. 

4.2 Pre-planning evaluations should be required for any proposals involving areas around and including 
the churchyard as depicted on the accompanying map; and also any area where earthwork traces are 
currently visible. 

4.3 Archaeological watching briefs should be anticipated where development occurs within the remainder 
of the defined historic core, although pre-planning evaluations may be necessary depending on the scale 
and type of proposal. 

4.4 A detailed examination of the earthworks to the west, north and south-east of the church should be 
considered, complete with an appropriate level of recording. These are of local and perhaps wider 
importance and should be protected from adverse development, if necessary by the refusal of planning 
permission. Dependent on the results of the survey, they may be recommended for statutury protection. 

References 

CPAT Field Visit 9 December 1993 
County SMR 
Davies n.d. 
Davies 1905, 260 
Estate Survey 1816: NLW Ms Maps Vol. 25 
Haslam 1979, 256 
Quiney 1982 
Tithe Survey 1844 
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LLOYNEY - PAR16176 NGR 50245757 210mOD 

Location 

1_1 Sheltering beneath the crags of Lloyney Rocks which form a spur jutting eastwards towards the River 
Teme, the settlement lies just above the flood plain of the river. It is a little more than 5km north-west of 
Knighton and a matter of no more than a few metres from the English border. 

History 

2_1 In the mid-19th century, Lloyney comprised a farm of the same name and Colliers Mill (now Lloyney 
Mill), together with a few dwellings at a road junction_ Several fields known as 'The Green' suggest an 
area of common extending west from the farm and adjacent to the rough grazing of Lloyney Rocks_ 

2.2 Today there are a couple of farms, a public house, garage, a small council estate and a straggle of 
houses down the Knighton Road_ 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3_1 Nothing of significant historic or archaeological interest has been recognised in Lloyney_ 

3_2 However, it should be noted that two fields east of Hobby Farm (OS nos 5158 and 5848; PAR 16093) 
retain traces of ridge and furrow_ Interestingly, the former was one of those termed 'The Green' in the 
mid-19th century_ 

Recommendations 

4_1 It is not proposed to make any recommendations for Lloyney_ 

References 

CPAT Field Visit 12 November 1993 
Tithe Survey: Beguildy 1844 
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MICHAELCHURCH-ON-ARROW - PAR16177 NGR 50247506 241mOD 

Location 

1.1 Set in the rolling hills of the border1and some 8km south-west of Kington, Michaelchurch lies in the 
shelter of the shallow Arrow valley. It occupies a narrow peninsula of Wales jutting into England, with the 
border less than one kilometre away. 

History 

2.1 Michaelchurch appears as 'Mihelescruch alias Mihellescherch' in 1309, the name referring to the 
church here. The Welsh equivalent is Llanfihangel-ar-Arrwy, reflecting its riverine location. 

2.2 Little is known about the village's ear1ier history. Certainly there has been little change in its layout 
over the last century and a half, and today its consists of only the church, a farm and one other dwelling. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 St Michael's Church (PAR 16040) consists of a nave and chancel from the 13th or 14th century, and 
a west tower which is 13th century, ihe whole building much restored in 1869. Internally there is a late 
Perpendicular screen, and the sanctuary has the remains of a 'ciborium' or canopied shrine. 

3.2 The churchyard (PAR 16307) is irregular1y rectangular, former1y surrounded by a stone wall and now 
reduced in site by sub-division. There is no evidence of an earlier curvilinear enclosure. 

3.3 Church House Farm (PAR 16041) is box-framed and has a 17th-century par10ur with a 
compartmented ceiling. 

3.4 Three field-names in 1844, 'Castle Orchard', 'Castle Meadow' and 'Castle Wood', now OS plots 9179 
and 9873, are suggestive. No earthwor1k traces of a castle have been recognised, but this is an area 
where such fortifications are numerous, and a site now totally levelled is a distinct possibility. 

3.5 Earthworks, perhaps representing former house sites, are discernible to the east (PAR 16308; OS 
plot 8678) and west (PAR 16309; OS plot 6360) of the church. 

Recommendations 

4.1 The historic core of Michaelchurch as defined on the accompanying map has a high archaeological 
potential and appropriate consultation should be conducted to establish the archaeological and historical 
implications of any development proposals affecting it. 

4.2 Pre-planning evaluations should be antiCipated for any proposals involving the churchyard and the 
ground around it, particular1y where earthworks have been recognised. 

4.3 Pre-planning evaluations may also be necessary elsewhere in the historic core depending on the 
scale and type of proposal, while archaeological wGltching briefs should be anticipated where any 
development occurs within the remainder of the defined area. 

4.4 A more detailed examination of the earthwor1ks near the churchyard should be conducted and an 
appropriate measured record prepared. 

~eferences 

Char1es 1938, 171 
Church Guide 1963 
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MONAUGHTY - PAR16178 NGR 50238685 170mOD 

Location 

1.1 The house called Monaughty lies close to the confluence of the River Lugg and a tributary, at the 
mouth of the narrower of the two valleys. 

1.2 Two roads, the A488 from Penybont to Knighton, and the B4356 from Lianbister to Presteigne, 
intersect close to the house. Knighton is 6km to the north-east. 

History 

2.1 The name is derived from Welsh 'mynachdy' meaning monastery or grange, and refers to a grange 
of Cwmhir Abbey which is believed to have lain in a rectangular moated enclosure (PAR 278), known as 
Old Mynachdy, about 1 m to the north-west. 

2.2 Monaughty consists of nothing more than an Elizabethan house, admittedly a rather fine one, and a 
couple of cottages. In this respect it has not altered over the last 150 years, and it is difficult to justify the 
application of the term 'settlement' to this place. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 Monaughty House (PAR 282; Grade I listing), a large two-storeyed house, has a plaque with the date 
1638 in the east wall, Ji)erhaps a later insertion referring to an added timber stair-turret. Recognised as 
one of the eariiest surviving secular stone buildings in Radnorshire, it is also classed by Haslam as the 
largest late Elizabethan house in the county, with a hall that could date from around 1575, Tudor 
doorways etc. A full description can be found in the Cadw schedule of listed buildings. 

3.2 There are formal gardens attached to the house. One comer was perhaps truncated when the 
tumpike road (now the A488) was built, but the surviving gardens and the area around them have 
potential archaeological significance particularly if they date back to the 16th/11th centuries. 

3.3 Minor earthworks can be seen in the fields on either side of the road to the south of the house. 
Neither set are particularly intelligible but those in the field immediately to the south (old OS plot 237) 
could be ridge and furrow. 

Recommendations 

4.1 Monaughty is an important house in the region and because of this the ground in and around it has 
archaeological potential. Consequently an historic core has been defined and appropriate consultation 
should be conducted to establish the implications of any development proposals that might affect it. 

References 

Cadw Schedule of Listed Buildings 1992 
CPAT Field Visit 2 December 1993 
Haslam 1979, 258 
NMR Aberystwyth 
Tithe Survey, Bleddfa 1840 
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NANTGLAS - PAR16179 NGR SN995651 230mOD 

Location 

1.1 Nant-glas, 4km south-east of Rhayader, is situated on gently sloping land which falls away from 
Gwastedyn Hill towards a valley containing Nant Treflyn. A small tributary of the stream flows through 
the village with houses on both sides of its shallow course. 

History 

2.1 Nant-glas originated as encroachments on Rhswfa Common, perhaps in the 17th or 18th century. In 
the mid-19th century, there were upwards of a dozen cottages with accompanying enclosures in the 
centre ofthe common. 

2.2 Today the distribution of dwellings has adjusted to the construction of better roads with new houses 
built adjacent to them, whilst some of the older cottages served only by green lanes have become 
derelict. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 Nant-glas farmhouse (PAR 16097) may represent the earliest encroachment, but it is now a ruin and 
reveals few surviving features as early as the 18th century. 

3.2 St Mark's Church (PAR 16100) at the extreme south-west end of the village was built in 1871, 
although it does contain a 14th-century font. 

3.3 No features of significant historic or archaeological interest have been recognised at Nant-glas. 

Recommendations 

4.1 No recommendations are proposed in view of Nant-glas' relatively recent origin. 

References 
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NANTMEL - PAR16180 NGR 50034663 240mOD 

Location 

1.1 Nantmel overlooks the River Dulas from a south-facing spur defined by shallow valleys which offers 
flattish ground for the church and two houses than accompany it. Northwards the settlement is 
overshadowed by the escarpment of Cefnnantmel. 

1.2 Rhayader lies just over 6km to the west, and the main A40 linking that town with Leominster follows 
the valley below the settlement. 

History 

2.1 Like many other small settlements in Radnorshire, the early history of Nantmel is a mystery, although 
traditionally the church was founded by St Cynllo in the 5th century. Certainly the church dedication and 
the general shape of the churchyard hint at beginnings in the early medieval era, but at present there is 
no confirmatory evidence. 

2.2 The village consisted of no more than the church and two houses in the middle of the last century. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 Most of St Cynllo's church (PAR 16041) was rebuilt in 1792, but the base of the west tower is 17th 
century or earlier. A 13th-century capital from a pillar, now by the altar, was recovered from the vicarage 
garden but is believed to have come from Cwmhir Abbey. The Iychgate is possibly 18th century. 

3.2 The churchyard (PAR 16099) has a somewhat irregular shape, and there are intemal scarp banks on 
the south and west which though possibly natural in origin could define an earlier 'lIan' boundary. On the 
north uncleared vegetation may disguise an earlier bank, and in this context it is worth recording that the 
Tithe map depicts a much more circular churchyard. 

3.3 Convincing traces of earlier dwelling sites are absent. Nevertheless the ground on all but the west 
side is sufficiently flat to have allowed building; on the west at a level below the churchyard wall there are 
platforms but these may be naturally formed. 

3.4 Church Cottage (PAR 16042) was a small cruck building of around 1700, but has been demolished in 
recent years to make way for a wooden bungalow. 

Recommendations 

4.1 The historic core of Nantmel as defined on the accompanying map has a high archaeological 
potential and appropriate consultation should be conducted to establish the archaeological and historical 
implications of any development proposals affeoting it. 

4.2 Pre-planning evaluations should be required for any proposals involving areas around and including 
the churchyard. 

4.3 Archaeological watching briefs should be antiCipated where development occurs within the remainder 
of the defined historic core, although pre-planning evaluations may be necessary depending on the scale 
and type of proposal. 

References 
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NEW RADNOR - PAR16181 NGR S0212608 235mOD 

Location 

1.1 New Radnor lies on the north side of tRe Sumergil Brook where the stream breaks out of the narrow 
valley hemmed in by Radnor Forest on the north and Highgate Hill and the Smatcher on the south, to the 
lower lands of the Walton Basin. 

1.2 A spur projecting into the valley from the southern slopes of Radnor Forest was adapted for the 
castle earthworks which guarded the approaches to and from one of the more accessible passes into mid 
Wales. Subsequently the town was laid out on flatler ground below the castle. 

1.3 New Radnor is about 10km north-west of Kington in Herefordshire and 20km north-east of Builth 
Wells. 

History 

2.1 New Radnor first appears in the records as 'Radenore Nova' in 1277. However, it is reasonable to 
assume that the town came into existence at an earlier date, and even a pre-Conquest Origin has been 
suggested. 

2.2 Baldwin the Archbishop of C'lnterbury came to Radnor in 1188, his starting point in Wales for 
preaching the First Crusade, and it seems likely that this was to New Radnor rather than the small 
settlement of Old Radnor. Seven years later the town and castle of Radnor were captured by Rhys ap 
Gruffydd. 

2.3 The earthwork castle may have been thrown up by Philip de Breos, one of the Marcher barons as 
early as 1096, in a prominent location controlling the valley to the south: the size of it would bear 
comparison with another de Breos motte at Builth Wells. 

2.4 The borough that emerged at its base was undoubtedly a plantation. Initially slow to establish itself, it 
underwent a rapid population expansion in the 14th century. The 97 burgesses in the returns of 1301 
each paying 2s a year rent, had nearly doubled to 189 holding 262 and a half plots, three years later. A 
return of 13 pounds on rents and tolls in 1360 indicates a prosperous settlement by the standards of the 
day. No borough charter survives, but until the second half of the 16th century, it was a borough by 
prescription . Elizabeth I granted it a charter of incorporation. 

2.5 A murage grant was obtained in 1257, is apparently the first mention of the town, with further grants 
in 1280, 1283 and 1290. A weekly market was operating early in the 14th century , and a charter for a 
yearly fair was obtained in 1306. An Inquisition Post Mortem on Edmund Mortimer in 1336 mentions a 
market and two fairs, the burgages and other rents at this time being worth 10 pounds. 

2.6 The later Middle Ages also witnessed a decline in the prosperity of the town. Leland (c.1538) noted 
that the 10wne was defacyd in Henry the Fowthe dayes by Owen Glindowr' and that 'the castle is in 
ruine'. It was 'metley well w!jllyd, and in the walle appere the ruines of iiii gates', 1he buildynge of the 
towne in some parte meatly good, in moste part but rude, many howsys beinge thakyd' (= thatched). 
Speed's plan of 1611 shows large open areas within the town, surely reflecting a considerable reduction 
in the number of burgage plots recorded in the early 14th century. Notwithstanding Leland's comments, it 
has been claimed that the castle was occupied by the Royalists during the Civil War and was 
successfully besieged by the Parliamentarians. 

2.7 It was made the shire town in 1536, perhaps because it was the only place in the county that 
preserved the semblance of a castle, and the only one that could be used as a prison. From 1562 it had 
borough status, Signalled by the first extant charter. The Borough covered an area of 28000 acres, had 
its own Recorder, coroner, receiver and sergeants-at-mace, and was governed I;ly a corporation of 25 
'Capital Burgesses'. It held its own Quarter SeSSions and the Borough Gaol was in New Radnor in Broad 
Street, where the Eagle Hotel now stands, opposite the Town Hall. And from the 16th century until the 
19th century there were four annual fairs. But by 1731 only 7 burgesses were left and the charter was 
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suspended, though seven years later a new charter of incorporation was issued. The parliamentary 
constituency was dissolved in 1880, the borough in 1886. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 Prehistoric flints (PAR 5236) were found on the railway embankment to the south-east of the town. 
Their position, however, is suspect and they may have resulted from secondary deposition. 

3.2 New Radnor Castle (PAR 1075; SAM Radnor 33) consists of a motte sculpted from a natural hillock, 
overlooking the town and commanding a major route into Elvel. The hill is surmounted by an oval 
enclosure within which building foundations are still visible. These are primarily a rectangular earthwork 
on the south side of the motte wwith a sub-division. Less readily intelligible earthworks abut the inner 
face of the ring bank on the north-west. Pits dug through the rectangular building and eleswhere are 
believed to be the relatively recent work of local people. 

3.3 Some of the keep was still visible in 1815 and part of the curtain wall supposedly survived into the 
mid-19th century. Six or seven pointed arches were dug out in 1773, further arches and some weapons 
were uncovered in 1818 and in 1864 extensive excavations revealed foundation walls, arched doorways 
and windows, and a well in the castle dungeon. Sometime after 1791 the local squire modified the 
earthworks to produce a 'wide promenade'. 

3.4 Two massive ditches defend the motte on the north and west. To the north-west of the mound is the 
bailey with a complex of earthworks including faint ridge and furrow both inside and outside. 

3.5 The 13th-century town defences (PAR 1076; SAM Radnor 50), consisting of bank and ditch perhaps 
originally with a timber palisade, demarCated a sub-square area some 10.5ha in extent. A substantial 
bank up to 2.7m high, and ditch up to 1m deep with a low, much spread outer bank survives in places on 
the south-western side. At several points, a drystone revetment is visible in a variable state of 
preservation. 

3.6 There are also remnants of the defences on the south-west and north-east. On the former, the bank 
and ditch are visible as far north as Church Street. Beyond this building and other works in the vicinity of 
the Porth have masked the line, but to the north of the house is a stretch of low bank with a stream 
channel outside and these certainly represent the line of the defences as far as the castle earthworks. On 
the north-east, a scarp bank is visible for a short distance, although the original bank may have been 
spread outwards in the school playing field. The only place where an inner drop to the bank is visible is in 
the field behind Watergate Farm, a width in excess of 20m. 

3.7 The defences return on the north-west, east of Mutton Dingle, but here are at their least obvious. The 
ditch is represented by a field access track hollowed to a considerable depth and in the field raised above 
it on the south are traces of the town bank. 
3.8 There were four gates through the defences: the West Gate - also referred to as the High Gate - at 
the end of Church Street, the South Gate at the bottom of Water Street, the North Gate leading through 
the castle fortifications towards Radnor Forest, and the East Gate onto the Presteigne road. None 
survives. The original tracks leading to these can be discemed in places, particularly Newgate Lane 
running in from the west. 

3.9 The modem street pattem within the settlement reflects the medieval grid plan. Three streets ran 
from south-west to north-east, four others from north-west to south-east. Some of these streets have now 
partly or wholly disappeared. Hall Lane continued west of what is now termed Rectory Lane. West of 
Bank Buildings this continuation can be seen as a flat linear depression about 4m wide. Similarly the east 
to west alignment of Rectory Lane continued through the garden of Ashfield and into OS plot 1570 where 
it is discemible as a broad hollow nearly 12m wide SWinging northwards to link with a fenced-off hollow in 
OS plot 0675 which then becomes the track passing to the west of Springfield. 

3.10 Earthworks indicating the position of former buildings survive in fields on the south side of the town. 
In OS plot 1570, a bank up to 2m wide and 0.8m high defines a sub-rectangular area 11 m by 8m (SO 
2118 6072) beside the former lane. Further west there are the ephemeral traces of a terraced platform at 
right-angles to the lane (SO 2124 6074). The same field has at least two and perhaps three slight linear 
banks running on a north-west/south-east axis and perhaps representing old tenement boundaries. 
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3.11 The field to the north - OS plot 1576 - contains, on its southem edge another similar suI>
rectangular foundation bank (SO 21166073) against the old lane. Much of the field shows faint ridge and 
furrow. 

3.12 The unnumbered field surrounding Bank Buildings on the north and west also has earthworks. Most 
relate to field divisions still in evidence at the beginning of this century, but one running off at right
angles from the south-westem arm of the farm buildings come indicate the presence of a former 
structure. 

3.13 The unnumbered plot behind Water Street Farm also contains faint earthworks in the pasture, 
probably but not certainly relict ridge and furrow. 
3.14 OS plot 0685 on the north side of Church Street contains various earthworks representing house 
platforms and enclosure boundaries. 

3.15 The first record of a church is in 1291 . The precise position of the old church (PAR 5240) is not 
known but at one point Leland recorded that it lay in the churchyard and elsewhere noted that it was not 
very far from 1he new paroche churche buildyd by one William Bachefeld and Flory his wy1e' in the 14th 
century. The present church of St Mary (PAR 20112) was erected between 1843 and 1845 to replace 
Bachefeld's church and consists of a west tower over a porch, a nave with small transepts and a curious 
chancel. Haslam classes this as 'an extreme case of unsuitable rebuilding'. 

3.16 There was a mill called 'Heynesmyll' in the charter of 1562, which as depicted by Speed lay beside 
the Dingle Brook which ran through the town. 
The 'Old Mill Pond' has now been infilled and partly built over, although an encircling embankment is still 
visible. The millleat which fed in from the north has also been largely obscured, but its eastern edge can 
still be recognised where it diverges from the stream. 

3.17 A town hall (or Guild Hall) stood at the junction of Hall Lane and Broad street and in the 1562 
charter was described as 'The Buthall'. It was demolished in the 19th century. 

3.18 A circular cross head (PAR 5237), sorhe 0.5m in diameter and perhaps part of a grave slab, is built 
into a bam wall on the north side of High Street. 

3.19 Many of New Radnors houses are of 18th-19th-century date. There are however a few from earlier 
centuries. No 8 Church street (Swan House; PAR 16068; Grade 11 listing) is 15th century in origin, the 
truncated remains of a high quality, late medieval, cruck-built house, resurfaced in stone in the 19th 
century. Nos 1 and 2 High Street (PAR 16069; Grade II listing) were formerly part of 'The Cross Inn', built 
in the 17th century but altered and divided in the 19th century. No 11 High street (PAR 16070; Grade 11 
listing) was originally timber-framed of 16th or 17th-century origin, partly rebuilt and refaced in stone. 
Brookside Farm (PAR 16071; Grade 11 listing) with its U-shaped plan is also 16th/17th in origin, its 
timber-framing refronted in stone in the 19th century. The S wing is mainly timber-farmed and shows 
evidence of the re-use of earlier timbers. Most of the cottages are of 19th-century date. 

3.20 The monument at the bottom of Broad Street was erected in 1864 to the memory of George 
Comewall Lewis M.P. who died the previous year. Whether one agrees with Davies that it is 'handsome' 
is quite another matter. 

3.21 A gradually diminishing number of hedged strip fields survive to the west, south and south-east of 
the town. They certainly reflect the medieval pattem of arable farming but no traces of ridge and furrow 
can now be seen. 

Recommendations 

4.1 New Radnor has an extremely high archaeological potential and appropriate consultation should be 
conducted to establish the archaeological and historical implications of any development proposals 
affecting the defended town or the ground around it. 

4.2 It is recommended that Cadw adopt a positive approach to scheduling further areas within the 
defended town. These should include OS plots 0685, and 3203, and parts of 1576 and 1570. 

4.3 An appropriate measured record should be prepared of all the fields within the town containing 
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earthworks. The present survey of the town defences should be re-assessed and where necessary an 
enhanced level of record made. 

4.4 Pre-planning evaluations should be required for any proposals involving areas fronting on to present 
or abandoned streets within the town; around and within the churchyard; and around the castle. 

4.5 Archaeological watching briefs should be anticipated where development occurs within the remainder 
of the defined historic core, although pre-planning evaluations may be necessary depending on the scale 
and type of proposal. 
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NEWBRIDGE ON WYE - PAR16182 NGR S0015583 160mOD 

Location 

1.1 Newbridge-on-Wye lies on the east bank of the river, a little under 8km north of Builth Wells. 

1.2 A small stream known as Dyfnant feeds into the Wye from the east, and houses have filled its 
shallow valley, primarily on the south side and have spread southwards on to the plateau above the river. 

1.3 The Wye is bridged a little to the north of where Dyfnant debauches into the river and some dwellings 
have been built on the valley side adjacent to the road leading to the bridge. 

History 

2.1 The village grew up beside one of the few bridging places on the Wye in this region, connecting 
Radnorshire with Breconshire. South of the village was an extensive area of common between the Ithon 
and the Wye. 

2.2 Newbridge lay on one of the old drovers' routes across Radnorshire; the ford used was a few hundred 
metres south of the modem bridge and gave onto a track which ran eastwards, its course now marked by 
a minor way opposite the church. While the New Inn may have been used by the drovers there is little to 
suggest that a village grew up here until relatively recent times. 

2.3 The Tithe map shows quite a few houses strung out along the roads approaching the Wye bridge, 
with a chapel, at least one mill and two inns. The site of the future church was unenclosed common. 
2.4 Newbridge was developed as a minor spa town in the 19th century. It became an ecclesiastical 
parish as late as 1882, detached from Llanyre. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 A large stone (PAR 4093), probably Bronze Age, stands on the opposite side of the River Wye, 
highlighting what was probably viewed as an important meeting place of rivers in the prehistoric era. This 
is reinforced by an unprovenanced flint axe (PAR 4229) found in the bank of the Wye in 1907. 

3.2 All Saints' Church (PAR 16043) was erected in 1883. 

3.3 No buildings of any age have been recorded in Newbridge. 

3.4 The name Castell-bach occurs on the Tithe survey at SO 01945815, but there is no ground evidence 
for a defensive earthwork here, and the significance of the name is obscure. 

Recommendations 

4.1 In the absence of any evidence to suggest that Newbridge as a settlement can be taken back into the 
Middle Ages, no recommendations are proposed. 
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Tithe Survey: Llanyre 1840 
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NEWCHURCH - PAR16183 NGR 80215507 255mOD 

Location 

1.1 Newchurch lies high up the valley of the River Arrow in south-eastern Radnorshire. Newchurch Hill to 
the west and Disgwylfa Hill on the north-east channel the river eastwards, and the village lies on the west 
bank just above the flood plain. The church itself surmounts a slight rise above the river. 

1.2 Kington in Herefordshire is 10krn to the north-east and the English border is little more than 2km 
away. The village has developed at a crossroads with the 84594 passing on a broadly north-south axis 
and a minor road crossing it from east to west. 

History 

2.1 Nothing is known of the early history of Newchurch, nor of its subsequent development. However, the 
self-explanatory name probably reveals a post-Conquest origin. 

2.2 8y the mid-19th century it consisted of the church, Great House and a few cottages, in appearance 
little different from today. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 SI Mary's church (PAR 16059) was rebuilt in 1856-7. The only earlier feature appears to be the font 
which could be 10th/11th century. 

3.2 The churchyard (PAR 16300) is rectangular, and aHhough it is raised high above the adjacent road 
there is little to suggest that this is an early medieval foundation. 

3.3 Great House (PAR 20638) has a cruck hall of c.1490 built down the slope and converted into a 
storeyed house around 1661, the date on a doorway. A further wing on the north was built in stone in 
1790. The attached barnS are also of stone and the group has a Grade 11* listing, while the detatched 
barns on the south-west side of the yard have a Grade 11 listing. 

3.4 No settlement earthworks have been recognised in Newchurch bu1 several fields surrounding the 
village retain ridge and furrow: to the north (PAR 16301), to the north-west in OS plot 3700 (PAR 163(2) 
and to the south across OS plot 6350 (PAR 16303). 

Recommendations 

4.1 Newchurch's historic core is defined on the accompanying map and has some archaeological 
potential. Appropriate consultation should be conducted to establish the archaeological and historical 
implications of any development proposals affecting it. 

4.2 Pre-planning evaluations should be required for any proposals involving areas around and including 
the churchyard as depicted on the accompanying map. 

4.3 Archaeological watching briefs should be antiCipated where development occurs within the remainder 
of the defined historic core, although pre-planning evaluations may be necessary depending on the scale 
and type of proposal. 
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NORTON - PAR16184 NGR 50304672 206mOD 

Location 

1.1 The village surmounts the western lip of a valley occupied by Norton Brook, the highest ground with 
the steepest drop to the north being utilised by the castle, the lower ground to the south by the more 
modem part of the settlement. 

1.2 The 84355 from Knighton runs through the village to Presteigne 3km to the south-east. 

History 

2.1 Termed 'Nortune' in 1086, this indicates 'North Farm', which subsequently emerged as a nucleated 
settlement to the east of Offa's Dyke. 

2.2 The development of the settlement is not charted, but it has been suggested that Norton could have 
been a planned settlement. Certainly there is a degree of regularity in the street layout which might 
favour such an interpretation. 

2.3 Lewis records that 'the inhabitants call this place a borough, and style themselves burgesses; but 
nothing satisfactory is recorded either of the time or the manner in which they obtained their priveleges, 
which are but few and very obscurely defined: they are empowered to hold a court every two or three 
years.'. Nevertheless, Beresford has pOinted out that in the past 'a separate jury was sworn for Norton, a 
distinction usually reserved for castle-towns and boroughs'. Curiously, a field in the village was termed 
'Burgess' in the mid-19th century. 

2.4 Norton had a classic open-field system in the Middle Ages, with three or four fields divided into 
furlongs. Chessell Field retained its name into the 19th century. South and south-east of the village, 
particularly around Orchard House (then called Corns) quillets were still in evidence in the mid-19th 
century together with the mere or boundary stones that demarcated the strips. 

2.5 The village at the time of the Tithe survey appeared 10 be quite a sizeable community, though there 
has been some expansion to south and west since that time. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 Norton Castle (PAR 308; SAM Radnor 56) consists of a 5m-high motte with ditch, and outer bank on 
south. Defensive earthworks seem to form a roughly rectangular bailey between the motte and Norton 
Brook, enclosing the church as well. It is, however, difficult to determine the extent to which the scarp 
bank of the bailey as depicted on the modem Ordnance Survey map is a natural landform, not least 
because of later landscaping. A low bank in the south-east angle of the churchyard could be a relic of 
the bailey defences. A castle was recorded here in 1191, and was taken by the Welsh in 1262. Leland in 
the mid-16th century recorded 'a Hlle pilet or turret', presumably on the top of the motte. 

3.2 St Andrews church (PAR 30418; Grade 11) has a 17th-century timber bell-turret, but the body of the 
building was largely replaced in 1868. A Norman doorway leads from the porch to the naVe. The 19th
century screen incorporates older wood and there is a 15th-century font. 

3.3 The churchyard (PAR 16310) is sub-rectangular and raised, particularly on the south side. 

3.4 Norton Post Office (PAR 30412) is partly late medieval in form, though rebuilt two hundred years 
ago, while The Forge (PAR 30417) beside the churchyard is 17th century. Both are Grade 11 listed. 

3.5 Norton Mill (PAR 30414), mechanically complete, dates from the early 19th century. 

3.6 Earthworks of uncertain character are to be seen in a large field on the east side of the main road 
(PAR 16311; OS plot 4989). 
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3.7 Ridge and furrow survives in faint form (PAR 16272) just to the south of Mynd Road, and there are 
other earthwork traces in the same field. 

3.8 Few if any of the strip fields that survived in the mid-19th century, remain today. The only legacy is 
the pattern of large rectangular fields beside the road to Presteigne. 

Recommendations 

4.1 The historic core of Norton as defined on the accompanying map has a high archaeological potential 
and appropriate consultation should be conducted to establish the archaeological and historical 
implications of all development proposals affecting it. 

4.2 Pre-planning evaluations should be anticipated for any proposals involving areas in and around the 
churchyard and the motte and bailey. 

4.3 Pre-planning evaluations may also be necessary elsewhere in the historic core depending on the 
scale and type of proposal, while archaeological watching briefs should be anticipated where 
development occurs within the remainder of the defined area. 

4.4 The motte is a scheduled ancient monument and consequently the relevant legislative procedures 
must be observed. The same holds for the listed buildings within the village. 

4.5 A detailed examination of the earthworks (PAR 16311), east of the main road and those to the south 
of Mynd Road should be undertaken and an appropriate measured record prepared. 
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OLD RADNOR - PAR16185 NGR 50250590 260mOD 

Location 

1.1 Old RlIdnor backs against the western flank of Old Radnor Hill and overlooks the Wallon Basin to the 
north. The church surmounts a spur that projects slightly from the main hill mass and the houses that 
make up the settlement have developed around it. Steep descents to the Basin on the north give way 10 
more gentle slopes to the south-west. 

1.2 Kington in Herefordshire is less than 6km to the south-east and the English border passes no more 
than 2km away. 

History 

2.1 Old Radnor is recorded as 'Raddrenoue' in Domesday Book in 1086. 11 signifies 'at the red bank' or 
'hillside'. The prefix was applied to distinguish the settlement when New Radnor was established, and it 
first appears in a document of 1252. The site is also referred to in Welsh as Pen Graig meaning 'on top 
of the rock' bul the earliest occurrence of this is in the 15th century. 

2.2 Lands belonging to Old Radnor church were supposedly acquired by the See of Worcester in 887. 
Certainly various strands of evidence, particularly the configuration of the churchyard and the remarkable 
font within the building, point to beginnings in the early medieval era. 

2.3 It has been suggested that when the Nomnans reached the area they found a church dedicated to an 
obscure late 6th-century Welsh saint, St Ystyffan, who they mistakenly equated with St Stephen. 

2.4 It supposedly developed as a borough (PAR 5234), a predecessor to New Radnor, but there are few 
physical traces to support the ambivalent documentary references, and the weight of opinion now 
favours an earlier beginning for New Radnor (q.v.) . 

2.5 In the mid-19th century, the settlement seems to have consisted solely of the church accompanied 
by the Harp Inn and no more than three cottages. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 The church of St Stephen (PAR 20111; Grade I listing) has a nave, chancel, north and south aisles 
both with chapels, a south porch and west tower. The church was bumt by Glyndwr in 1401, and the nave 
and perhaps the chancel and tower are 15th century, with 16th-century roofs and windows throughout. A 
single capital survives from its 12th-century predecessor. Intemally there are many features of interest: a 
font carved from an erratic boulder and tentatively attributed to the 8th century, which has been claimed, 
perhaps not accurately as the oldest piece of church furniture in England and Wales; a 13th-century 
tomb slab; a 15th-century screen, stalls and some glass of the same date; an early 16th-century organ 
case; and several 18th-century monuments. A chantry endowment in the late Middle Ages goes some 
way to explaining the appearance of this fine church. 

3.2 The churchyard (PAR 16297) is large, sub-Circular, and noticeably raised around its southem 
perimeter. The original course on the west is still visible as a substantial scarp inside the present stone
walled boundary, and this scarp continues outside the stone wall on the north-east, curving round before 
fading out in front of the Harp Inn. It thus appears that the original church enclosure has been truncated 
at its northem end. 
3.3 Within the village is Old Radnor Castle (PAR 374; SAM Radnor 51), a ringwork or moat sited at the 
base of Old Radnor Hill and defined by a ditch up to 2.6m deep, partially destroyed on the west. The 
entrance may have been on the north. For reasons that are unclear Lewis saw this as the site of an 
'ancient religious house, supposed to have been a nunnery'. However, a terrier of 1607 declares it to be a 
moated parsonage, and there is now a presumption against calling it a 'castle', not least because of its 
poor defensive location. 
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3.4 Just to the north-west of the village lies Castle Nimble (PAR 360; SAM Radnor 46), an unconvincing 
motte with surrounding ditch, and a bailey to the east. 

3.5 In the vicinity of stockwell Farm, 300m north-east of the church, are linear earthworks, perhaps 
enclosing building platforms (PAR 5296; OS plots 1111 and 1339), and to the south-west of the farm, 
ridge and furrow (PAR 16267; OS plot 1121) shows on aerial photos though it is not clearly defined on 
the ground. 

3.~ Earthworks (PAR 16298; OS plot 7900) are visible from the air and on the ground to the south of the 
church. They include one or perhaps two building platforms and a possible trackway, which from its 
position could be the original extension of the road traversing the hillside from the north-east. This 'track' 
appears to continue in a southerly direction but needs to be confirmed by fieldwork. 
3.7 A scoop at the base of Old Radnor Hill just to the east of the moat, may also be a house platform 
(PAR 16299; OS plot 0006). 

3.8 The Harp Inn (PAR 16044; Grade 11 listing) is of 16th/17th-century type, a former cross-passage 
timber-framed house rebuilt in stone. 

3.9 Stockwell Farmhouse (PAR 16063; Grade 11 listing) may be 16th-century in origin, a refronted one
and-a half storey hall block with a 2-storey crosswing and later ranges to south and east. 

Recommendations 

4.1 The historic core of Old Radnor as defined on the accompanying map has an extremely high 
archaeological potential and appropriate consultation should be conducted to establish the 
archaeological and historical implications of all development proposals affecting it. 

4.2 Pre-planning evaluations should be antiCipated for any proposals involving areas in and around the 
churchyard, around the moat and where putative village earthworks survive. 

4.3 Pre-planning evaluations may also be necessary elsewhere in the historic core depending on the 
scale and type of proposal, while archaeological watching briefs should be anticipated where 
development occurs within the remainder of the defined area. 

4.4 The moat is a scheduled ancient monument and consequently the relevant legislative procedures 
must be Observed. The same holds for the listed buildings within the village. 

4.5 A detailed examination of the earthworks to the south of the church and east of the moat should be 
conducted and an appropriate measured record prepared. 
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PAIN5CA5TLE - PAR16186 NGR 50167463 270mOD 

Location 

1.1 The impressive earthwork castle that dominates Painscastle commands the valley of the Bachawy 
from its northern edge. The vale is a natural thoroughfare between the heights of Lianbedr Hill to the 
north and The Begwns to the south. 

1 .2 The settlement shelters behind the castle on largely level ground though a hollow east of Newhouse 
Farm marks the head of a shallow stream, tributary to the Bachawey. 

1.3 A nodal point for minor roads, Painscastie is just over 7km north-west of Hay-on-Wye. 

History 

2.1 The name Paincastie first appears in its present form in 1231. Some twenty years earlier it is 
recorded as 'Castrum Matildis' and in Welsh form as 'Castell Paen'. 

2.2 The first castle was probably built by Pain Fitz John in the early 12th century, although Lewis would 
have us believe that there was an existing Welsh stronghold here known as 'Caer yn Elvael'. Fitz John 
was active in the region in the 1120s on the basis of charter evidence. The earliest reference to the 
castle, however, is in the 1180s. It was then rebui~ in 1191 by William de Braose whose wife, Maud, is 
remembered in the name 'Castrum Matildis' . There is some debate as to whether or not it was captured 
by a Welsh force in 1196 or 1198, it was reconstructed in stone by Henry III in 1231 and used as a base 
for his Welsh campaigns. 

2.3 A complex history has been suggested with the castle and depopulated town perhaps occupying a 
Roman site with perhaps even a pre-Roman Iron Age precursor. 

2.4 There is nothing to suggest that any settlement developed around the first castle, and the town (PAR 
6089) is thought to have been established soon after 1231 . Houses are mentioned in an order of 1233 
and tolls from the weekly market and annual fair in 1264. Burgesses are recorded for the first time in 
1309, when about 50 are mentioned, as well as 146 free tenants at least some of whom may have been 
living in the castle . In 1337, a Similar number of tenants held 4040 acres of land. Without doubt the 13th 
and 14th centuries witnessed the years of maximum prosperity for Painscastie. 

2.5 The castle was abandoned in the 14th century, but was refortified during the Glyndwr revolt at the 
beginning of the 15th century. But as Soulsby implies the lack of later documentation tends to suggest 
that the town went into decay and may have contracted particularly on its eastem side. 

2.6 In later centuries it developed as a resting place on a major drovers' route into EnglOind with half-a
dozen inns in the village up to the 1860s; and a market house survived until the 19th century, although 
the market itself had been abandoned by 1800. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 It was recorded in the 1920s that during 19th-century work within the castle earthworks a tesselated 
pavement was uncovered and then reburied. There appears to be no corroborative evidence of the 
discovery, but it has been used to support the argument for a Roman site at Painscastle. 

3.2 The castle (PAR 50297; SAM Radnor 6), occupying a low hillock, consists of a large, 11 m-high 
ditched matte that may have had a round keep, an inner bailey on the north which may have been 
defended by a stone curtain wall with angle towers and an east gateway. No remnants of the stone castle 
dating to 1231 survive and Williams at the beginning of the 19th century witnessed only 'a few loose 
fragments of the extemal walls'. There are traces too of an outer bailey. 

3.3 The layout of the medieval town includes what has been classed as a triangular market place (or 
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green?) north-east of the castle - still surviving as a patch of grass and edged by lanes on all side - which 
it has been assumed was the focus of settlement. A rectilinear street layout has also been claimed but in 
part this may be illusory for the road running east beside Newhouse Farm and then swinging south looks 
like an addition to the road network. Delaney and Soulsby have argued on the basis of the recorded 
burgesses that the town cannot have been much larger than its current size. 

3.4 Earthworks (PAR 16226) lie in the field (OS plot 5929) on the north side of the castle, an indicator of 
shrunken settlement. Their extent has not yet been gauged. 

3.5 A few fragments of medieval pottery and a drystone wall (PAR 16091) were located to the east of 
Castle Farm during building works in 1976. 

3.6 Ridge and furrow appears to be extensive in the vicinity of the village: in adjacent fields behind the 
village hall (OS plots 4348 and 5645; PAR 16228), north-east of the village (PAR 16227; OS plot 9347), 
and further away in fields close to the Bachawy below the castle. 

3.7 Upper House (PAR 16045; Grade 11* listing) has the timbers of an early aisled house embedded 
within it, perhaps as early as c.1410. As such it may have been built as the residence of the stewards of 
the Earls of Warwick. It was rebuilt as a stone-walled storeyed house in the 17th century. A well, at least 
3m deep, has recently been discovered just beyond the chimney stack at the east comer of the building. 
Upper House is currently uninhabited and is boarded up. 

3.8 The stone-built farmhouse of Pendre (PAR 16046; Grade 11 listing) has 17th-century doorways and a 
porch. A small cruck-built house lies opposite: known as the Old Shop (PAR 16092) it is also of 17th
century origin and has a similar listing, but has undergone majqr alterations, notably in 1694. 

3.9 Other buildings of some age but currently unlisted include Newhouse Farm (PAR 16224) and the 
cottage known as The Dyffryn (PAR 16225). 

Recommendations 

4.1 The historic core of the town as defined on the accompanying map has an extremely high 
archaeological potential and appropriate consultation should be conducted to establish the 
archaeological and historical implications of all development proposals affecting it. 

4.2 Pre-planning evaluations should be antiCipated for any proposals involving areas around the castle 
and on street frontages within the settlement. 

4.3 Pre-planning evaluations may also be necessary elsewhere in the historic core depending on the 
scale and type of proposal , while archaeological watching briefs should be anticipated where 
development occurs within the remainder of the defined area. 

4.4 The castle is a scheduled ancient monument and consequently the relevant legislative procedures 
must be observed. The same holds for the listed buildings within the village. 

4.5 A more detailed examination of the earthworks to the north of the castle should be conducted and an 
appropriate measured record prepared. 

4.6 For reasons which are not clear to us, Painscastle has no conservation area designated. We 
recommend that this be rectified, as an addition means of preserving the appearance of one of the most 
important historic settlements in Radnor District. 
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PANT Y DWR - PAR16187 NGR SN984746 290mOD 

Location 

1.1 Pant-y-dwr lies at a T-junction where a minor road joins the 84518 hill road from L1anidloes to 
Rhayader, the latter nearly 7km to the south. Topographically it occupies a watershed between a small 
tributary of Afon Dulas and the larger watercourse of Afon Marteg. 

History 

2.1 The Tithe survey shows a crossroads here in 1840 with numerous cottages in their own small plots, 
but little in the vicinity of the inn. Unenclosed ground occupied both flanks of the Marteg valley to the 
east. There is nothing to point to an early origin for this settlement. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 No features of archaeological and historical interest have been recorded in the vicinity of Pant-y-dwr. 

Recommendations 

4.1 No recommendations are made for the settlement. 
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PENYBONT - PAR16188 NGR 50116640 220mOD 

Location 

1.1 Penybont has developed beside a bridging point of the Ithon where the river edges past a block of 
upland moor detached from Radnor Forest further to the east. 

1.2 The settlement, in places encroaching on the adjacent common, occupies the east bank of the river, 
Penybont Hall, perhaps not surprisingly, is on the west bank. 

1.3 It is at the junction of two turnpike roads, now the A488 and the A44, and is 6km east-north-east of 
Uandrindod Wells. 

History 

2.1 There is nothing in Penybont that can be attributed to the Middle Ages for ~ is clearly a post-medieval 
creation. In the 19th century it became the venue of one of the most important fairs in Radnorshire, and 
was also the location of a race course, used primarily for trotting races, which was described as 'old' in 
1850. Nevertheless, even in the last century, the village comprised no more than a few houses spread 
around the junction of the two roads. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 The buildings in and around Penybont date from the last two hundred and fifty years. Penybont Hall 
(PAR 16233), to the west of the village was begun in 1755, with later additions; Maesyfed (PAR 16235) 
on the main road is mid-18th century, subsequently altered while the Severn Amns Hotel (PAR 16234) is 
a 19th-century travellers' inn. All carry a Grade 11 listing. 

Recommendations 

4.1 No recommendations are made for Penybont in view of its recent origin as a settlement. 
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PILLETH - PAR16189 NGR 50257681 240mOD 

Location 

1.1 Set into the eastem slope of Bryn Glas, a steeply-sloped hill, Pilleth church looks eastwards and 
southwards across the Lugg valley. A stream edges the hill below the church, passing beside Pilleth 
Court, and in its higher reaches has incised a deep V-shaped valley to the north of the church. 

1.2 The 84356, to the south of the church, follows the Lugg valley to Presteigne 7km to the south-east. 

History 

2.1 Pilleth is derived from 'Pelelei' of 1086. This may be a Celtic name, or perhaps an Old English 
compound meaning 'pool slope'. 

2.2 Until the end of the 19th century the parish church here was a chapel attached to Llangunllo, 
although for a brief period at the end of the 12th century it was attached to Llanthony Abbey. The date of 
its foundation is not known. The dedication to the Virgin Mary may reveal a Norman origin, but the 
parish's feast day is that of St David which could conceivably point to an earlier situation. 

2.3 The history of the settlement surrounding the church is unchronicled. 

2.4 Pilleth has a significance in the political history of the Middle Ages: Bryn Glas hill was the site of a 
battle where Owain Glyndwr won a decisive victory over Sir Edmund Mortimer in 1402. The church was 
bumt at this time. 

2.5 Today, Pilleth consists of the remote church and, below it, Pilleth Court, 150m away. A similar 
pattem is shown on maps of a century and a half ago. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 Flint flakes of Neolithic and Bronze Age date (PARs 289, 6288) were found in a field between the 
church and the River Lugg in the early 1950s. Not precisely located, they were recorded as being in 
Knighton Secondary School Museum. 

3.2 St Mary's Church (PAR 16047; Grade 11· listing) occupies a terrace cut across the contours. It has a 
13thl14th-century tower with later modifications, a single-cell nave, a 14th-century south d60rway, 
fragmentary window tracery of the 15th century and a stoup of c.1200. Most of the building was 
destroyed by fire in 1894 and restored in 1911. 

3.3 A holy well (PAR 287) exists a few metres to the north of the church. It is rhombic in shape, stone
lined and a flight of five steps leads down into it. 

3.4 The churchyard (PAR 16259) is rectangular. It shows some evidence of an extension on the east, but 
no element of curvilinearity. 

3.5 Earthworks (PAR 4432; OS old plot 279), including platforms and banks to the north, east, and south
east of the churchyard appear to be the remains of a deserted medieval settlement. There are also 
earthworks in the small field (OS old plot 278) immediately behind the Court, but these may be the relics 
of a former orchard or gardens aSSOCiated with the house. A further platform (PAR 16258; OS old plot 
256) terraced into the slope just beyond the westem edge of the churchyard is more likely to be the site 
of an earlier dwelling. The full extent of these earthworks has not been assessed. 

3.6 Abandoned quarries on the westem edge of the churchyard and a few metres to the south were 
presumably exploited in the construction of Pilleth Court and its outbuildings, and perhaps too at an 
earlier period when the church was built. 
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3.7 600m south-south-east of the church is Castell Foel-allt (PAR 288; SAM Radnor 60) on a natural spur 
that projects into the lugg valley. Its 5m-high motte is accompanied by a bailey that is bisected by a 
bank and ditch. 

3.8 In the northem part of the castle bailey and seemingly overlying its defences is a substantial mound 
(PAR 3628). Another, larger mound (PAR 3625) lies 400m to the south-west and there are others further 
west. Traditionally these are burial mounds associated with the battle of 1402, though with the exception 
of that in the castle bailey they may be natural mounds utilised for the purpose. 

3.9 Pilleth Court (PAR 16048; Grade 11 listing) has extemal chimneys and chamfered stone fireplaces 
suggestive of an origin around 1600. The hall and crosswing are attributed to the late 16th century and 
there are 19th-century additions. 

Recommendations 

4.1 The historic core of Pilleth as defined on the accompanying map has an extremely high 
archaeological potential and appropriate consultation should be conducted to establish the 
archaeological and historical implications of any development proposals affecting it. 

4.2 Pre-planning evaluations should be anticipated for any proposals involving the churchyard and the 
ground around it, particularly where earthworks are suspected. 

4.3 Pre-planning evaluations may also be necessary elsewhere in the historic core depending on the 
scale and type of proposal, while archaeological watching briefs should be anticipated where any 
development occurs within the remainder of the defined area. 

4.4 The motte and bailey is a scheduled ancient monument and consequently the relevant legislative 
procedures must be observed. The same holds for the listed buildings at Pilleth Court. 

4.5 A more detailed examination of the earthworks surrounding the churchyard should be conducted and 
an appropriate measured record prepared. These earthworks are of local and perhaps wider importance 
and should be protected from adverse development, if necessary by the refusal of planning permission. 
The survey should indicate whether or not they warrant statutory protection. 
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PRE5TEIGNE - PAR16190 NGR 50315644 154mOD 

Location 

1.1 Presteigne occupies the south bank of the River Lugg which at this spot is the boundary between 
England and Wales. Converging on this from the west is a lesser watercourse, the Clatter Brook. The 
spur between drops gradually and its tip, isolated by a dry valley, is sunmounted by the castle earthworks. 
The town lies below, on ground that shelves gently to the river. 

1.2 Knighton is 9km to the north, Kington (Herefordshire) about 8km to the south. 

History 

2.1 The earliest fonm ofthe name is 'Presthemed(e), in 1278, and may mean 'priests' mead' or 'border
mead'. An alternative interpretation is 'a household of priests'. Leland in the mid-16th century gave a 
Welsh alternative as 'Uanandre', and its modem equivalent, Uanandras, still features on current OS 
maps. 

2.2 It developed into a town in the middle of the 13th century, though there is some evidence of a small 
community here in the second quarter of the 12th century for a viii is mentioned in the Herefordshire 
Domesday of 1128-1129. Furthenmore, it has been suggested that an earlier settlement, perhaps even 
Saxon, may have developed closer to the river in the vicinity of the church. Given that this is the only 
church in Radnorshire with indisputable Saxon architectural remains, this seems plausible. However, the 
district suffered at the hands of Gruffyd ap Uywelyn in 1052, and the settlement's devastation could be 
the reason why it did not appear in the first Domesday survey in 1086. 

2.3 A grant of a weekly market and annual fair was obtained by William frtz Warin in 1225, and by the 
end of the 13th century there were more than 70 taxpayers. 

2.4 References to burgages proliferate but there appears to be no burghal charter in the 13th or 14th 
centuries. 

2.5 The castle lay on the west side of the town, but of its foundation nothing is known. It was captured by 
Uywelyn ap Gruffudd in 1262 but then disappears from the written record. 

2.6 In the later Middle Ages Presteigne declined. During the 15th century it was little more than a village 
and the market was discontinued. Later in the century, due to the patronage of Richard Martin, the 
Bishop of St Davids and a native of the town, it recovered and the market was revived. It gained a 
charter in 1482. 

2.7 By the end of the 15th century it was effectively the chief town in the region. It was an assize town 
from the 16th century until the present century and Leland noted that it held an important market for 
corn. The central area was burned by Glyndwr in the early 15th century. 

2.8 The Elizabethan era witnessed the emergence of woollen manufacture here. A grammar school -
John Beddoes School - was founded by a cloth-merchant in 1565. Saxton claimed in 1575 that 'for 
beautious building it is the best in the shire, a town of Commerce', and others including Camden and 
Speed also admired it, the fonmer stating that it had 'groune now to be so great a mercate towne and fair 
withall, that at this day it dammereth and dimmeth the light in some sort of Radnor', the latter that 
'Prestayn for beautious buildings is the best in this Shire, a town of Commerce, wonderfully frequented, 
and that very lately'. 

2.9 The town grew throughout the 17th century and the woollen industry expanded. Despite a major fire 
in 1682 which destroyed over 70 houses and the school, it continued to expand up until the mid-19th 
century, but with the decline in the woollen industry the population went into a gradual decline. 

2.10 The 20th century has seen increasing growth in the town with housing estates erected on the 
periphery, an industrial estate near the Clatter Brook and a bypass on the western edge of town. 
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Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 Though there are several prehistoric finds recorded from the locality (eg PAR 4133), none is closely 
provenanced within the town itself. 

3.2 An ear1y 4th-century Roman coin (PAR 319) was found in a garden off High Street prior to 1957, but 
no other traces of Roman activity have been recognised here. 

3.3 St Andrews Church (PAR 322; Grade 11* listing) is considered to be architecturally the finest in 
Radnorshire (Haslam): an ear1y 14th-century nave, with choir, south aisle, Lady Chapel and chancel 
enlarged or rebuilt in the mid-15th century. Traces of 1 Othl11th-century Saxon stonework survives in the 
north aisle, Norman features elsewhere. There is a possible Romanesque relief of St Andrew, a 16th
century tapestry, some 15th-century glass, a font from the previous century, and several monuments, the 
earliest of which is a coffin lid of c.1240. 

3.4 The church cross (PAR 323; Grade 11 listing) is set at the south entrance to the churchyard. The 
churchyard itself (PAR 16301) is sub-rectangular and has possibly been enlarged on the south-east side 
by the incorporation of a strip of land taken from Broad Street. 

3.5 Warden Castle's construction is undated (PAR 318; SAM Radnor 52). It is a ringwork with a possible 
bailey, which was levelled by Llewelyn in 1262 and further mutilated by landscaping perhaps in the last 
century. It crowns the spur just to the west of the town. 

3.6 It has been suggested that the regular layout of streets to the south-west of the Church - Broad 
Street, High Street and St David's Street - represent a 13th-century rectilinear layout, with High Street 
representing the main axis and various other streets leading off at right-angles. On the basis of its width, 
Broad Street may have been the site for the medieval market. A 13th-century deed mentions burgage 
plots in 'Great Street' (Broad Street) and the 'King's Highway' (High Street). There is no evidence of 
contraction at the end of the Middle Ages, either in documents or on the ground. 

3.7 The site of the market cross (PAR 320) is signalled by a modem wall plaque. 

3.8 The period from c.1590 to c.1680 marks the high pOint in timber-framed building work in the town 
though there is structural evidence, albeit sparse, of ear1ier work. 

3.9 The Radnorshire Arms Hotel (PAR 321) is a timber-framed building, carrying a date of 1616 on its 
porch. It was a private house until its opened as an inn in 1792. Alterations and additions were made in 
c.1875. 

3.10 There are many other pre-l8th-century buildings in the town. No 42 High Street (PAR 30350) is 
classed as a late medieval T-plan house with later additions; the Corner Shop (PAR 30363) in High 
Street as 16th-century; and Nos 4 to 7 Scottleton Street (PAR 30382) are possibly of 15th or 16th-century 
origin. The Duke's Arms (PAR 30292) is originally 16th century but has been mostly rebuilt in stone and 
brick and the facade is 19th century. 

3.11 Originating in the late 16th/ear1y 17th century are several houses in Broad Street: No 9, with its 
18th-century rear extenSion, and the adjoining White House (PAR 30254), No 13 (PAR 30258), No 14 
(PAR 30259); Well Cottage (PAR 30260), the Old Rectory (PAR 30261), and Ford View (PAR 30265); in 
Hereford Street, No 44 and 45 (PAR 30315) and Harford House (PAR 30322); in High Street, No 47 
(PAR 30355); and The Manor House (PAR 30371) in St David's Street. 

3.12 17th-century houses in Broad Street include Nos 11 and 12 Broad Street (PAR 30256) and perhaps 
the Tan House (PAR 30267), Ivy House (PAR 30273), No 1 Church View (PAR 30274), Nos 1-3 Oak 
Villas (PAR 30281) and Hafod (PAR 30289). 17th-century buildings elsewhere in town include Nos 1 & 2 
Harper's Lane (PAR 30304), the Farmers Arms (PAR 30306), Nos 2-4 (PARs 30307-30308), Nos 46 and 
47 (PAR 30317), and Millfield (PAR 30323) all in Hereford Street; Nos 2 and 3 (PAR 30328), No 5 (PAR 
30311) which includes some 16th-century timber work, Nos 6, 7, 8 and 9 (PARs 30332, 30334 & 30335), 
the last of these included a highly decorated re-used 16th-century truss and a wall painting no ear1ier 
than the late 18th century; Nos 12 and 13 (PAR 30337), No 32 (PAR 30343), No 38 (PAR 30347), The 
Castle (PAR 30349), Nos 43 to 46 (pARs 30351, 30352 & 30354), London Cottage (PAR 30362) all in 
High Street. The Old Mill (PAR 30364) in Mill Lane is classed as 17th-century, as is St David's House 
(PAR 30370) in St David's Street; perhaps Bell House (PAR 30381) and NQs 1-4 (PAR 30386) in 
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Scottleton Street; and Green End House (PAR 30390) in Slough Road. 

3.13 All of these buildings carry a Grade II listing except for the Old Rectory and the Manor House which 
are sufficiently important to warrant Grade 11*. 

3.14 The stone bridge (PAR 30266) over the Lugg at the east end of the town dates back to the 17th 
century, though Leland in the mid-16th century also records a stone bridge here. 

3.15 Williarns in the earty 19th century mentioned a deserted village site at Clatterbrook (PAR 4134), the 
stream running through Presteigne's modem southern periphery, equated this with the 'Clatretune' of 
Domesday. No traces of this have been recognised on the ground. 

Recommendations 

4.1 Architecturally Presteigne is the most important settlement in Radnor District, with a wealth of 
surviving vernacular buildings and an imposing Church. 

4.2 No archaeological work has ever been conducted in Presteigne, but the historic core of the town as 
defined on the accompanying map has an extremely high archaeological potential and appropriate 
consultation should be conducted to establish the archaeological and historical implications of every 
development proposal affecting it. 

4.3 Pre-planning evaluations should be anticipated for any proposals involving areas around and 
including the churchyard and the castle earthworks, and on any street frontage site. 

4.4 Pre-planning evaluations may also be necessary elsewhere in the historic core depending on the 
scale and type of proposal, while archaeological watching briefs should be anticipated where 
development occurs within the remainder of the defined area. 

4.5 Warden Castle is a scheduled ancient monument and here the relevant legislative procedures must 
be observed. The same holds for the numerous listed buildings within the town. 

4.6 Domestic architecture in Presteigne ranges from the 15th century onwards. Opportunities for further 
study should be taken whenever buildings in the town centre are being demolished or altered. 
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RHAYADER - PAR16191 NGR SN972682 230mOD 

Location 

1.1 Rhayader is sited on the east bank of River Wye opposite its much smaller but earlier neighbour, 
Liansantffraid Cwmdeuddwr. For much of its central reaches the river has cut a steep-sided valley, but 
here where it is joined by the Rhyd-hir Brook and, a little further south, Afon Elan, the ground flattens out, 
allowing an easier crossing. The town has developed on a spur which pushes into a bend of the Wye 
created in part by its deflection around the crag surmounted by the medieval castle . 

History 

2.1 The original name of the town is said to be 'Rhaeadr Gwy', meaning 'the cataract of the Wye'. 

2.2 The castle is first recorded in 'The Chronicles of the Princes' in 1177-8, and was apparently not 
rebuilt following its destruction by Uywelyn the Great in 1231. Skeletons laid out regularly were found 
during the construction of a new church tower in 1783 and were thought to be the defeated garrison of 
1231. 

2.3 The settlement was first referred to as a 'viii' in 1304, but accounts from 1360-1 and again in 1371 
shows that rents were derived from burgages. However, no charter has been identified and it is generally 
considered to have been a borough by prescription. It lay to the east of the castle with burgages along 
the two main streets and a market place at their junction. Markets and a fair had also been granted by 
charter in the 13th century. 

2.4 Earthwork defences (PAR 3558) around the town have been inferred from documents and identified 
by local antiquaries. 

2.5 The town suffered at the hands of Glyndwr in the early 15th century. It subsequently developed as a 
local market centre and for a while was the home of the County Court and the Court of Great Sessions 
before their transfer to Presteigne, supposedly after the murder of a judge in the town. 

2.6 A small woollen industry developed here in the 18th century, and there were three mills early in the 
following century, while Williams thought it a considerable market-town and place of trade. 

2.7 Until 1735 Rhayader lay in the parish of Nantmel. 

E!uildings and Archaeology 

3.1 Some prehistoric finds have been made in this locality. A flint arrowhead (PAR 252), probably Bronze 
Age, was found on the northem edge of town in 1891, and could conceivably have come from a barrow. 
A stone axe-hammer (PAR 4462) was found on the site of the castle in 1932. 

3.2 Drainage works on the east edge of town (now the Brynberth Industrial Estate) uncovered a rotary 
quem (PAR 258) of Iron Age or later date in 1880. 

3.3 Only the site of Rhayader Castle (PAR 257; SAM Radnor 132) is known, a shelf overlooking the Wye 
where it bends sharply. Apparently it comprised a low motte with a quadrangular bailey; the foundations 
of masonry buildings were destroyed before 1858. Much of the moat has also disappeared, used as a 
Council rubbish tip, though there is an interesting if somewhat confused description of its layout given by 
Williams. The site is now an open space, its surface irregular but unintelligible. A quarry divides this part 
of the shelf from that occupied by the church further to the north-east. Opportunities for archaeological 
investigation of part of this sensitive area were missed prior to recent house building. 

3.4 St Clement's Church (PAR 16049; formerly dedicated to St Cynllo) was built I>etween 1887 and 1897, 
replacing a building of c.1772. Of its medieval predecessor the only survival is an 11th/12th-century font. 
There is nothing to suggest that this was an early medieval foundation. Williams suggested that it may 
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have lain within the outworks of the castle. 

3.5 A Dominican friary cell (PAR 3529), linked to Strata Florida, is said to have existed at the west end of 
Rhayader Bridge until the Dissolution, but its existence has been refuted by more recent writers than 
Lewis and Williams. However, the latter states that a map of c.1770, no longer traceable, showed a 
tenement and small field on the east bank of the river which was called 'The Black Friars'. 

3.6 Close to the river, the holy well of Ffynnon Fair (PAR 256) was destroyed by road works in the 19th 
~ntury. Another holy well, the Black Well (PAR 3559) is believed to have been situated between the 
castle and church. 

3.7 The street pattern with two roads crossing at right-angles more than 200m east of the castle indicates 
a sustained degree of planning, seemingly confirming this as a plantation. Yet the network of narrow 
streets beside the castle has the appearance of early growth and the earliest surviving buildings (see 
below) lie closer to the castle where Church Street joins West Street. While there appears to be no 
substantive evidence for pushing the crossroad area back into the medieval period (pace Soulsby), only 
archaeological excavation can prove this one way or the other. 

3.8 The line of the town defences have been claimed in the limits of property boundaries though on the 
north side this would mean the church stood outside the enclosed area. Williams late in the 19th century 
claimed that it was possible to trace the lines of the original earthwork that surrounded the town, but for 
reasons which can only be guessed at, determined that they were pre-Roman in date. 

3.9 The oldest building in the town is the Cwmdeuddwr Arms (PAR 16050) of 17th-century type, while the 
Old Swan (PAR 16051) is a humble timber-framed building dating to 1683. The majority of older 
buildings in the town are however either 18th or 19th century in origin. 

3.10 The town hall, a stone and timber edifice, lay at the junction of the two main streets but was built 
only in 1762. It was demolished in 1922. 

3.11 The Presbyterian meeting-house (in the early 19th century) was formerly the town gaol. 

3.12 The town mill stood belOw the castle on the east side of the river. 

3.13 The bridge over the Wye was erected in 1780, replacing an earlier structure in timber, a little higher 
upstream, which in tum succeeded the ford, the site of which can be detected beyond the weirs where 
Water Lane runs down to the river. 

3.14 A curious structure consisting of a small chamber formed by boulders (PAR 3743) lay to the north
east of Rhayader Bridge and has been variously interpreted as an ice-house, cist burial or drain. It is 
much more likely to have functioned as a root-store or something Similar. It was under threat in 1979 and 
has now probably been destroyed . 

Recommendations 

4.1 Rhayader has been designated as a growth town in mid-Wales, thus anticipating considerable 
development. 

4.2 ThE! historic core of the town as defined on the accompanying map has a high archaeological 
potential and appropriate consultation should be conducted to establish the archaeological and historical 
implications of any development proposals affecting it. 

4.3 Pre-planning evaluations should be required for any proposals involving areas around the castle and 
church as depicted on the map. 

4.4 Archaeological watching briefs should be anticipated where development occurs within the remainder 
of the defined historic core, although pre-planning evaluations may be necessary depending on the scale 
and type of proposal. 

4.5 The line of the putative town defences needs to be assessed through more detailed research and 
every opportunity should be taken to determine their course. 
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RH05 Y MEIRCH - PAR16192 NGR 50278695 280mOD 

Location 

1.1 The scattered farms of Rhos-y-meirch spread across both ::;Iopes of a valley which carries a small 
tributary of the River Lugg. The east slope is sharp, the westem slope leading up to Rhos HiI more 
gentle. 

1.2 A tumpike road, now the 84355, edges the settlement on the east and Knighton lies about 3km to the 
north. 

History 

2.1 The situation in the mid-19th century mirrors that of today with a series of farms on the edge of The 
Rhos (Rhos Hill). Encroachments on the waste or perhaps even summer settlements might be suggested 
at an earlier date. However, there is no convincing evidence to take this settlement back into the 
medieval era. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 Offa's Dyke (PAR 10000) skirts the eastem edge of this settlement. Otherwise no features of historic 
interest have been recognised here, although it should be noted that only a cursory field examination was 
conducted. 

Recommendations 

4.1 No recommendations are proposed for Rhos-y-meirch. 
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RH05-GOCH - PAR16193 NGR 50186476 260m OD 

Location 

1.1 Rhos-goch spreads across flat ground a little above converging streams that form the Bachawy, a 
minor watercourse that ultimately falls into the Wye. 

1 .2 Painscastle is 2km to the south-west, Hay-on-Wye 7km to the south-east. 

History 

2.1 There is nothing to indicate that Rhosgoch has any antiquity as a settlement and it may have 
originated with encroachments on the common. The scatter of dwellings and small enclosures at the time 
of the Tithe survey is in this respect suggestive. 

2.2 A plaque on the Congregational Chapel, the only place of worship in the settlement, cites a 
foundation date of 1839. 

2.3 Today Rhos-goch comprises houses fronting onto a triangle of roads. Most of the buildings are 
modem, while a few such as Folly Cottage and the Old Inn go back to the last century. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 A large round barrow (PAR 382), presumably of Bronze Age date, is placed on the edge of a terrace 
above one arm of the Bachawy. Though on the periphery of the modem settlement, it is unfortunately 
being progressively damaged by the excavation of new graves adjacent to the Congregational Chapel. 

3.2 The name Ham Castle (PAR 388) occurs on 19th-century maps and a farm known as 'The Castle' 
lies at the north end of Rhos-goch. No explanation for the name has been determined. 

Recommendations 

4.1 It appears that in the past there have been efforts, ultimately unsuccessful, to arrange for the 
excavation of the round barrow in advance of its damage by grave-digging. Regretably there seems to 
be little point in making further recommendations on this matter. 

4.2 No recommendations are proposed for the settlement of Rhos-goch in view of its recent origin. 
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Radnorshire District Historic Settlement Survey, CPA T, 24 March 1994 

RHULEN - PAR16194 NGR 50137499 230mOD 

Location 

1.1 Hills to the north, east and south rise above Rhulen, and only the valley leading westwards to the 
River Edw offers easy access to this small remote settlement. 

1.2 The church is constructed on the valley side above the stream on its west side. The rest of the 
houses that make up the settlement lie beside the stream. 

1.3 Rhulen is 10km to the east of Builth Wells. 

History 

2.1 Nothing is known about the origin and subsequent development of this small settlement. 

2.2 In the mid-19th century the church was accompanied by three houses, a pattem that is very little 
different from today. Williams in the early 19th century reported a com mill near the church. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 St David's Church (PAR 16052) 'is the most unassuming of Radnorshire's rural churches' (Haslam). 
The nave and chancel are in one and may date to around 1300; there is a belfry on the west, and 
intemally a font of c.1400 and an 18th-century wall monument. 

3.2 The churchyard (PAR 16283) appears very irregular in outline, bu1 it is evident that there have been 
modifications to its form in the past, perhaps when its stone boundary wall was built. Outside the wall on 
the north and east is a scarp bank presenting a more curved perimeter that can be traced inside the 
present sou1h-east corner of the churchyard. 

3.3 Other than the church there are no buildings of any age in the settlement. 

3.4 Faint ridge and furrow (PAR 16284; OS old plot no 134) survives on rising ground to the east of Uan
Owen farm. This area on the east side of the stream exhibits other signs of medieval cultivation in the 
form of surviving strip fields. 

Recommendations 

4.1 Rhulen's historic core is defined on the accompanying map and has a high archaeological potential. 
Appropriate consultation should be conducted to establish the archaeological and historical implications 
of any development proposals affecting it. 

4.2 Pre-planning evaluations should be anticipated for any proposals involving the churchyard and the 
ground around it. 

4.3 Pre-planning evaluations may also be necessary elsewhere in the historic core depending on the 
scale and type of proposal, while archaeological watching briefs should be anticipated where any 
development occurs within the remainder of the defined area. 
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Radnorshire District Historic Settlement Survey, GPA T, 24 March 1994 

ST HARMON - PAR16195 NGR SN988728 275mOD 

Location 

1.1 St Hannon lies on the gravel terraces that fringe Afon Marteg, the older part of the village on the east 
bank, more modem developments on the west. The valley here is broad and open with high hills to east 
and west. Rhayader is some 5km to the south-south-west. 

History 

2.1 St Gannon's monastery (PAR 1665) was reputedly founded in the 6th century AD, although Fenn 
thought it a 9th-century 'clas' foundation serving the cantref of Gwerthrynion. It was possibly dissolved 
sometime after 1066, prior to which it was certainly one of the most important churches in the region. Its 
location is unknown, although the present churchyard is a strong contender. As a 'clas' church, its origin 
is recalled in one of the township names in the parish, Glas-Gannon. 

2.2 Notwithstanding this early illumination of St Hannon's history its later develoment is as obscure as 
most other small Radnorshire villages. 

2.3 The Tithe map of the mid-19th century depicts the church and a small group of houses on the south 
side of Afon Marteg, and the Sun Inn and a couple more dwellings on the north side. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 St Gannon's church (PAR 16053) consisting of nave, chancel and south porch, was rebuilt in 1821. It 
contains a font of 11th/12th-century date. Some of the stone from the earlier building was probably used 
in the construction of the adjacent Llawr-lIan which bears a datestone of 1821. 

3.2 The churchyard (PAR 16106) is sub-circular and distinctively raised, so much so on the west that the 
house backing on to the churchyard - Llan View - is appositely named for its up'per windows are on a 
level with the gravestones! Variations in height on the south side of the church also suggest that it may 
have been constructed on an artificial platfonn. 

3.3 In common with other Welsh settlements where the church dedication is to SI Garmon, the 
churchyard contained a mound (PAR 3376) in its south-west quadrant. This may have been deliberately 
levelled for it is no longer discemible. 

3.4 No earthworks can be detected in the open fields abutting the churchyard, and the ridges and other 
low banks in fields on the south side of the road appear to be related either to flood prevention and the 
fonner railway (OS plot 7969) or to be of uncertain origin (OS plot 8665). 

Recommendations 

4.1 The historic core of the village as defined has a high archaeological potential and appropriate 
consultation should be conducted to establish the archaeological and historical implications of any 
development proposals affecting it. 

4.2 Pre-planning evaluations should be required for any proposals involving areas around and including 
the churchyard, particularly because of the importance of the site in early medieval times. 

4.3 Archaeological watching briefs should be antiCipated where development occurs within the remainder 
of the defined historic core, although pre-planning evaluations may be necessary depending on the scale 
and type of proposal. 
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Radnorshire District Historic Settlement Survey, CPAT, 24 March 1994 

TANHOUSE - PAR16196 NGR S0160673 290mOD 

Location 

1.1 Tanhouse lies astride the A488, 11 km north-east of Uandrindod Wells and 14km south-west of 
Knighton. Radnor Forest rises to the south, but the settlement itself is on flattish ground. 

History 

2.1 Tanhouse is a modem development, though isolated buildings go back to the previous two centuries. 
In the mid-19th century, the Old Hall Inn lay at the crossroads accompanied only by the Tan House just 
to the north-east. The Methodist Chapel dates back to 1854 (Grade 11 listing), while Lane Cottage (also 
Grade 11) may go back to the 18th century and was reputedly a Drovers Inn. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 Little of historic significance has been recorded in the vicinity of Tanhouse. It is possible to discem 
ridge and furrow (PAR 16260; OS plot 0041) just to the north of the A488 on old aerial photographs, but 
pasture improvement has swept this away. The line of what may be an old track showing as a scarp bank 
crosses flelds south of the main road. 

Recommendations 

4.1 No recommendations are proposed for Tanhouse. 
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Radnorshire District Historic Settlement Survey, CPA T, 24 March 1994 

WALTON - PAR16197 NGR 50256597 187m OD 

Location 

1.1 Walton lies on the south side of the broad, flat and fertile pocket of low ground known as the Walton 
Basin . The Summergil Brook meanders its way eastwards, no more than 300m to the north, while Old 
Radnor Hill towers over the hamlet on the south. 

1.2 The A44, formerly a turnpike road, passes through Walton on its way from Leominster to Rhayader. 
Kington in Herefordshire is about 5km to the south-east and the English border is no more than 2km 
away. 

History 

2.1 The name appears in its present form in 1303, referring either to 1he farm of the serfs or Britons' or 
alternatively 'a farm enclosed or protected by a wall'. 

2.2 The settlement has developed at a crossroads: in the mid-19th century there were two farms and two 
inns here. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 Walton lies in an area rich in prehistoric and later remains. These include a curvilinear pit alignment 
(PAR 4255) and at least one other pit complex (PAR 5295) that might be Neolithic; probably Bronze Age 
barrows and ring ditches (PAR 314, SAM Radnor 63; PAR 369; PAR 373; PAR 4254); several confirmed 
or possible Roman marching camps (PARs 370, 371 and 372; SAM Radnor 138; PARs 5291, 5292 and 
5294), a Roman auxiliary fort (PAR 315) and perhaps its bath-house (PAR 316) a few hundred metres to 
the north of the settlement; a ditched Roman road (PAR 5293); and rectangular enclosures of unknown 
date (PAR 5133; 6121). 

3.2 Court Farm (PAR 368; Grade 11* listing) has at its core a 15th-century cruck-framed building while its 
wings are 17th century. It was remodelled in 1700. The Tithe survey records a fishpond, now infilled, 
within its curtilage. 

3.3 Lower House (PAR 16067; Grade 11* listing) consists of an early 15th-century cruck-framed range 
with and early 16th-century jettied crosswing. Its enhanced listing is due to the quality of the surviving 
internal features. 

Recommendations 

4.1 Walton is important not as a settlement but for the archaeological and architectural remains that can 
be recognised in and around it 

4.2 It is not proposed to make any recommendations about the settlement itself for this does not really 
have a history, but to highlight the important features recorded in the previous section, all of which would 
require appropriate action in the event of a development 
4.3 Scheduled ancient monuments and listed buildings have been designated at Walton and all of the 
relevant legislative procedures must be observed in the event of any development being proposed. 
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Radnorshire District Historic Settlement Survey, CPAT, 24 March 1994 

WHITTON - PAR16198 NGR 50271672 187mOD 

Location 

1.1 Whitton has developed where the steep-sided valley of Cwm-Whitton merges into the broad valley of 
the River Lugg. The settlement !ills several hundred metres back from the river on relatively level 
ground. 

1.2 Presteigne lies 5km to the south-east aod two roads, the B4357 and the B4356, cross on the edge of 
the village. 

History 

2.1 Appearing in its present fonm in 1303, the name Whitton may be a reference to 'Hwita's fanm' or 
'white fanm'. 

2.2 At what point it emerged as a settlement is unknown. There is nothing of any age here, other than 
some of the fittings within the church which might indicate the existence of a chapel in the Middle Ages. 

2.3 At the time of the tithe survey in 1843, the settlement was little different from today. 

Buildings and Archaeology 

3.1 St David's Church (PAR 16060; Grade 11 listing) was partly rebuilt in 1867, partly in 1910. It contains 
a 14th-century font and a stoup that may be 12th century. The pulpit of late 17th-century date and a 
monument of 1597, were both brought from Pilleth church. 

3.2 Whitton churchyard (PAR 16255) is almost square and is not raised. 

Recommendations 

4.1 The historic core of Whitton is difficult to define and in view of the uncertainties that surround the 
settlement's past history, it is recommended that archaeological watching briefs should be maintained 
where development occurs within the historic core as depicted. 
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DRAFT FOR DISCUSSION 
CPAT 25/8/92 

Archaeology and Planning in Powys 

The Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust 

ARCHAEOLOGY AND PLANNING IN POWYS 

INTRODUCTION 
The following notes are designed to provide guidance to Planning Authorities and Developers in 
Powys on procedures relating to the implementation of Planning Policy Guidance: Archaeology 
and Planning (PPG 16 Wales). Advice is given within the framework of PPG 16. 

PPG 16 places much of the responsibility upon Planning Authorities for ensuring that due weighl 
is given within the planning process to the preservation of sites bf archaeologicat importance. It is 
therefore recommended that Local Planning Authorities shou ld consider appointing archaeologi
cal staff to provide in-house advice on the impact of proposed developments on the archaeological 
resource, particularly with regard to the implementation of PPG 16. Where this is not considered 
appropriate, Planning Authorities are advised to continue to seek advice from The Clwyd-Powys 
Archaeological Trust. CPAT recognises a number of codes of practice relating to archaeological 
matters (see Appendix 3) . 

The Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust, established in 1975, is an independent charitable trust 
which receives funding from CadwIWelsh Historic Monuments (an Executive Agency within the 
Welsh Office) and the Royal Commission on Ancient and Historical Monuments in Wales. It is one 
of the four Welsh Archaeological Trusts covering different regions of Wales which carry out a broad 
range of archaeological activities including planning control work on behalf of Planning Authorities. 
The Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust employs staff offering a broad range of archaeological 
expertise and undertake complementary rotes in securing the preservation and interpretation of 
the archaeological ·heritage. Historically, The Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust has taken a 
leading role in the establishment of the County Sites and Monuments Record, rescue excavation 
and fieldwork recording, research excavation, monument conservation and interpretation. 

PPG 16 recog nises that CPAT provides advice and guidance to Planning Authorities, property 
owners and developers on the handling of archaeological matters. Because of its role in rescue 
archaeology, the Clwyd-Powys Archaeo logical Trust may also be contracted to carry out 
archaeological assessments, field evaluations or investigations which arise from this advice. 

PPG 16 pu lls together and expands existing advice from cen tral government on the handling of 
archaeological matters in the ptanning process and sets out a number of new procedures that might 
be followed. This document is intended to clarify and stream line the role of CPAT within the 
framework provided by PPG 16. These procedures will need to be revised as and when 
archaeotogical staff are appointed to Planning Authorities or in the event of the establishment of 
Unitary Authorities in Wales. CPATwill for the time being take a leading role in certain aspects of 
handling individual planning applications and wi ll continue to provide advice on planning applica
tions and will also take a leading role in the development of the regional Sites and Monuments 
Record in conjunction with the Royal Commission on Ancient and Historical Monuments in Wales. 
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ADVicE ON THE HANDLING OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL MATTERS IN THE PLANNING PROCESS 

The following section is intended to be read in conjunction wilh the relevant parts ot PPG 16, as indicated, and to provide 
guidance upon procedures which are appropriate in the local context. See also flowchart on page 4. 

Summary of standard archaeological procedures 
In considering the irrpactof proposed developments upon archaeological sites it is advised that the response of Planning 
Authorrties should normally take one of the following forms, either singly or in combination, as and when appropriate. 
Definrtions of a number of the terms used In these guidance notes are given in Appendix 1. Model conditions designed 
to meet these various circumstances are given in Appendix 2. These may be found appropriate in circumstances where 
a voluntary or 106 Agreement is not entered Into. 

refusal of the planning application on archaeological grounds 
tha!'a watChing brief should be maintained during the course of developmenl in orderto record archaeological remains 

that (particularty in the case of buildings or other above·ground slructures) a photographic or drawn record should 
be made in advance of proposed wor1<s 
that a srte of archeological interest should be fenced or mart<ed to avoid disturjJance during the course of development 

that the proposed development should be amended to remove or lessen the impact on archaeological remains 

that a field evaluation should be carried out in order to provide further information upon which the impact of the 
proposed development on archaeological remains can be assessed 
that archaeological excavations should be carried out in advance of the proposed development 
advice that Scheduled Monument Consent is or may be required ( in the case of Scheduled Ancient Monuments) 

Development Plans PPG 16, paras 15·16 
CPAT will continue to provide advice 'on policies for the protection, enhancement and preservation of sites of 
archaeological interest and on their sett ings', Cadw is also ready to advise on Ihe archaeological content of policies 
proposed fo r inclusion in draft plans. 

Sites and Monuments Records PPG 16, para 17, Annex 1, paras 4·6 
This is a dynamic record of all known archaeological sites and finds and buildings and industrial monuments etc of historic 
inlerest maintained by CPAT. About 10000 srtes are currently listed in the County record, which is constantly updated 
and expanded as new information becomes available. The record held by the Clwyd·Powys Archaeological Trust is one 
of four regional records maintained by the Welsh Archaeolog ical Trusts and forms part of a national record being 
developed by the Royal Commission on Ancient and Historical Monuments in Wales. As well as its role in planning, the 
Record also plays an important function in the posit ive managemenl and presentalion of the historic landscape for the 
purpose of education and recreation and as a source for input to local history, conservation and tourism projects. Since 
in many instances the records consislof asummary or index 01 informal ion recorded elsewhere, it will often be necessary 
to call upon the experience 01 a trained archaeologist to gauge the full signilicance of particular sites listed in the record. 
See also f lowchart on page 5. 

Archaeology and Planning PPG 16, para 18 
CPAT reaffirms that 'the desirability of preserving an ancient monument and its setting is a material consideration in 
determining planning applications whether that monumenl is scheduled or unscheduled.' 

Pre-planning consultations PPG 16, para 19 
Prospective developers should be encouraged to consult CPAT at an early slage in order to assess whether their srte 
is known or likely to contain archaeological remains. Access to informat ion from the County Sites and Monuments Record 
will be accordingto the Code of Practice - Access and Charging for Sites and Monuments Records (Association 
of County Archaeological Officers). In the event of a proposed development affecting the site or setting of a Scheduled 
Ancient Monument, the prospective developer should be advised by Ihe Planning Authority of the need to apply for 
Scheduled Monument Consent from Cadw. 

Archaeological Assessment PPG 16, para 20 
Where appropriate, prospective developers should be encouraged to commission their own archaeologica l assessment. 
The names of appropriate individuals or organisati~ns ~orking in this field may be obtained from CPAT. 
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Archileological Field Evaluations PPG 16, paras 21-22 
Field evaluation, to be carried out in advance of a planning decision, should be considered in cases where early 
discussions with developers indicate that important archaeological remains may exist. CPAT will provide advice 10 the 
Planning Authorities on the scope of the archaeologicallield evaluation and the archaeological factors which should 
be taken into account. This advice wi ll normally take the form of a wrilten briel. The Planning Authority should nolify the 
developer of the course of action which should be followed and iI will then become the responsibility of the prospective 
developer to commiss!o(l evaluation work from a professionally qualified orgillnisation or consultant. The names of 
appropriate individuals or organisations working in this field may be obtained from CPAT.The brief will indicate whether 
adetailed specification is required, and whether monitoring should be carried out. Copies of a report onthe field evaluation 
should be submitted to the Planning Authority. In due course copies should be made available to CPAT forthe purposes 
of providing further advice to the Planning Aulhority and in order to up-date Ihe Sites and Monuments Record. 

Consultations by Planning Authorities PPG 16, para 23 . 
When planning applications are made without prior discussion, CPAT will continue to liaise and to offer their services 
in identifying applications which have archaeo logical implications. In cases. where it appears that the proposed 
development affects or might affect important archaeological CPAT will draw this to the altention of the Planning 
Authority, and suggest possible courses of action. In the event that a pre-planning field evaluation Is recommended a 
similar course of action to that outlined in the previous paragraph should be folJowed, 

Excavations in advance of development PPG 16, para 24-26 
Where a Planning Authority deems that it is not feasible to preserve archaeological remains, an acceptable altemative 
may be to arrange for archaeological excavations in advance of development. In these circumstances it will be 
appropriate for Planning Authorities to request CPA Tto prepare a brief giving outline details of the work to be undertaken. 
This might form part of a voluntary agreement between the developer and the Planning Authority, as for example under 
section 106 ofthe Town and Country Planning Act 1990. ln the absence of such an agreement Planning Authorities should 
consider imposing planning conditions which enable excavations to be carried out in advance. Procedures for preparing 
a brief forexcavation and the developer's responsibility for engaging the services of an archaeological body to undertake 
the work will follow a similar course to that outlined in previous paragraphs. It is the policy of central government that 
under most circumstances developers will be expected to bear the costs of archaeological work. In some instances, 
however, it maybe appropriate for a developer to apply to the Secretary of State for Wales for financial assistance, either 
directly or in consultation with the Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust. 

Planning decisjons PPG 16, paras 27-28 
Planning authorities should attempt to take account of the intrinsic importance of individual archaeological sites in order 
that they may weigh these considerations against the needlorproposed developments. CPATwill, as and when required, 
continue to provide Planning Authorities with advice on these matlers . 

Planning conditions PPG 16, paras 29-30 
CPAT will continue to advise local authorities in circumstances whe re they consider it is appropriate that a watching brief 
should be maintained during the course of development lor the purpose of recording archaeological remains. Limited 
pieces of work of this kind may be undertaken al no cost to the developer. It will be helpful if the body to undertake the 
work is either identified in a note attached tothe planning consent or if there is acondition requiring the applicant to submn 
for approvalto the Planning Authority, well in advance, the name of the body 10 carry out the work. If a signnicant amount 
of work is anticipated it wi ll be appropriate for CPAT to prepare, on behalf of the Planning Authority, a brief to covert his 
work, andforthe developerto engage the services 01 an archaeological organisation to undertake the work. In any event, 
the condition appl ied by a Planning Authorily should stale the amounl of notice that the developer should give of Ihe 
commencement of on-site work. 

Discovery of archaeological remains during development PPG 16, para 31 
The Planning Authority should be notilied of any unexpected archaeological remains which only become apparent once 
a development has commenced. CPAT will provide advice on the best means of dealing with unexpected problems 01 
this kind. 
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Recommended procedures for handling archaeology and planning 

proposed 
development. 

pm-planning 
consuffation+.A. 

or 

constraint 
identified? .A. 

I 

key 
• Applicant / archaeological adviser/contractor 
* CadwNlelsh Office 
A. Clwyd Powys Archaeological Trust 
• Planning Authorfty 

I yes / no -----------~-------, 

liaIson/course of action A. 

evaluation 

yes / no ----~ evaluation requested A. 
applicant notified. 
brief prepared A. 
brief submitted to applicant. 
applicant engages archaeologIcal body. 
to undertake work • 
specification submitted. 
specification approved A. 
evaluation. / monitoring A. undertaken 
report prepared A. , 

constraint identified? .... 
I 

liaison to establish best «~----------- yes / no ----->"'" outcome 
course of action .... 

recommendation A. 

relusalon archaeological 1-
grounds 

or 

watching brief l-
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aflow excavation before 
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I-

I-

, 
- ;,-
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, 
-;:;0 

nding 
menl Con-

planning decision deferred pe 
oulcome of Scheduled Monu 
senl Application. * 

planning application proceeds. 

or 

rl application refused on archaeological 
grounds. 

or 

I--- planning apptication proceeds. wfth 
conditions andlor amendments. 

or 

voluntary agreement reached or condi-
tions to aflow prior excavation. 
brief prepared A. 
brief submitted to applicant. 
applicant engages archaeotogical body 10 

'-- undertake worn • 
specification submitted. 
specification approved.A. 
application proceeds. 
excavation undertaken. 
monitoring A. 
developmenl proceeds 
report prepared. 
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RelaUonships between Local, Regional and National Achaeological 
Records, Development Plans and Planning Control 
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• Royal Commission on Ancient and Histori

cal Monuments In Wales 
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APPENDIX 1 

GLOSSARY OF TERMS USED 

ASSESSMENT 
An assessment aims to determine the like ly effects of a proposed development on archaeological snes. It mayor 
not form part of an Environmental Assessment (WO Circular 23/88; Statutory Instruments 1988 no. 1 199), 
concerning relevant aspects of the landscape, material assets and the cunural heritage. In either case the objective 
is to act as a guide. An assessment is usually only necessary for larger development projects or where a range of 
archaeological responses are envisaged. 

BRIEF/SPECIFICATION 
An archaeological brief is the outlin e or framewoll< for assessment, excavation, fieldwoll< or recording wall<. A 
specification is a detailed statement of work to be undertaken which meets t~e objectives outlined in the brie!. In many 
instances n may be appropriate for this to be prepared by a contractor undenaking work on behalf at a developer, and 
migh( also form the basis for contractual arrangements made between a developer and archaeological organisation 
engaged to undertake the wall<. In these circumstances it will be appropriate for the specification to be approved in 
advance of the work being undertaken. There are as yet no nationally recognised guidelines for archaeological briefs 
or specifications, but factors to be taken into consideration will include the following: the location of the proposed 
development; details of the proposed deve lopment and an assessment of their potential affect upon archaeological 
remains; the alms and objectives of the proposed archaeological work; the advisable scale and scope of the wall<; the 
timetable for carrying out the wall<; the techniques or methods to be adopted; the siafflng levels and expertise required 
to undertake the work; permissions that might need to be sought; the codes of practice orconduct to be adopted by the 
organisation carrying out the work; the monitoring procedures to be adopted (including funding arrangements to cover 
the cost of this, where appropriate); lhe amount of notice required of the commencement of work; the nature of the report 
which should be prepared and whether, in the case of assessment work, the archaeological organ isation undertaking 
the work is expected 10 provide recomme ndations; guidelines or procedures forarchiving site reco rds, finds conservation 
and reporting; site reinstatement. 

EVALUATION 
An evaluation aims to locate archaeological deposits, normally by selective partial excavation, and to determine their 
extent, state of preservat ion, date, type, vulnerability, quality, setting and amenity value. This is for the pu rpose of 
establishing lheir significance and to enable an appropriate response to be formulated by the Planning AUlhority to 
a proposed development. 

MONITORING 
In the case of field evaluations or excavalions in advance of deve lopment it may be appropriate for visits to be made 
to a site whilst works are being unde rt aken, 10 ensure that the aims and objectives of the archaeo logical recommenda~ 
tions are being satisfied. 

RESCUE EXCAVATION 
Rescue excavation aims to produce a total archive of an archaeological site, and thus to 'preserve by record' . It entails 
the identificat ion, investigation, recording and ultimately the complete removal of all arch aeological deposits in advance 
of development. n will normally only be considered a satisfactory response if all else fails . All proposals for rescue 
excavation should include provision for the preparation and publication of a report on the resu ns, and provision for the 
long-term storage and curation of finds and records. 

SALVAGE RECORDING 
Salvage reco rding aims to produce an archive of an archaeological site (for which rescue excavation or other forms 
of archileological response were not deemed appropriate) , by investigating and recording deposits exposed during 
the process of development. Exposure of deposits will normally be dete rmined by the development programme. 

SURVEY 
Archaeolog ical survey aims to quantify and record the surviving phys ical remains of archaeological siles , and thereby 
enable further analysis and interpretation. It wit! normat!y involve recording visibte 'above·ground' features, but might 
include, for example, aerial photography or geophys ical prospecting techniques. Survey work is non· destructive and 
atthough in this context would normat!y be carried out either as part of an evaluation or in advance 01 excavation , it might 
also also be used to record areas of lesser archaeological value prior to their destruction (which would normally then 
be accompanied by salvage recording or a watching briel). 

WATCHING BRIEF 
An archaeolog ical watching brief aims to identify the presence or absence of archaeo logical deposits and thereby 
to produce a minimal arch ive of an archaeological site during the course of development in circumstances where 
prior excavation is not deemed an appropriate response . Exposure of the deposits wi t! normally be wholly governed 
by the development programme. 
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APPENDIX 2 

SUGGESTED PLANNING CONDITIONS 

The following conditions might be used either singly or in combination in circumstances where a voluntary 
agreement has not been entered into by a developer. 

To afford protection to archaeological deposits during the course of development. 
No development shall take place w~hin the area indicated (Ihe area of archaeolog ical interest] unti l it has been (clea~y 
or securely fenced ormar1<ed] according 10 a scheme to be approved in advance by the Planning Authority and no works 
shall take place within the demarcated area without the further written approval of the Planning Authority. Advice on the 
area to be (fenced or marked] might be so ught from (name, address and telephone number of nominated body]. 

The purpose of this condition is to protect a site of archaeological interest within or adjacent to a development site during 
the course of onMsite works. 

To advise on the potential need to obtain Scheduled Monument Consent prior to development 
The applicant shall take steps to determine the precise boundaries of Scheduled Ancient Monument (county number 
and she name) In order to ensure that the proposed development does not aHect the site or setting of the Scheduled 
Monument. Information and advice about Scheduled Ancient Monuments and the Scheduled Monument Consent 
procedures may be obtained from (name and address and te lephone number of nominated body]. 

Under the terms of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act t979, no works of any sort will normally be 
permitted within the scheduled area of a Scheduled Ancient Monument without Scheduled Monument Consent having 
been granted by the Secretary 01 State for Wales . 

To ensure sufficient advance notice is given of the date of commencement 
A minimumof 21 days notice ofthe commencement date at development shall be given in writing to the Planning Authority 
and (name, address and telephone number 01 nominated body]. 

Advance notice may be needed in the case of maintaining a watChing brief, to allow recording work to be carried out, 
or in the case of an evaluation O( excavation in order to allow the work to be monitored. 

To allow a watching brief to be mainta ined during development 
The Developer shall afford access at all reasonable times to (name, address and telephone number at nominated 
archaeological organisation], in order to enable the observation and recording of any archaeological remains revealed 
during the course of the development. 

The purpose of this condition is to enable archaeological deposits to be recorded during the course of the developmenl. 
As an alternative the Planning Authority might nominate a body to carry out the watching brief in notes attached to the 
planning consent, orto require thedeveloperlo submit for approvalto the Planning Authority, well in advance, the name 
of the body to carry out the wrok. 

To enable archaeological investigation prior to development 
No deve lopment shall take place within the area indicated (the area at archaeological interest] until the applicanl has 
secured the implementation 01 a programme 01 archaeological work in accordance with a written scheme 01 investigation 
which has been submitted by the applicant and approved by the Planning Authority. 

The purpose of this condition is to ensure that appropriate steps are taken to carry out excavation or recording in advance 
of development in circumstances whre a voluntary agreement has not already been entered into. 

To enable recording work prior to development 
No development shall take place within the area indicated (the area of archaeological interest] until the applicant has 

. undertaken (photographic andlor drawn] recording at [the ex ist ing buildings or structures] in accordance with a written 
scheme which has been submitted by Ihe applicant and approved by the Planning Authority. 

The purpose of this condition is to ensure that an approprite record can be made in advance of development. The scheme 
should stipulate the nature and detaif of the proposed survey and should make provision for lodging plans and/or 
photographS with a body of record. 
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APPENDIX 3 

CODES OF PRACTICE 

Clwyd Archaeology Service and the Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust recognise the fo llowing codes 01 conduct or 
practice: 

The Institute of Field Archaeologists' Code of Conduct 

Code of Approved Practice for the Regulation of Contractual Arrangements in Field Archaeology 
(The Inst~ute of Field Archaeologists) 

Archaeological Investigations Code of Practice for Mineral Operators (Confederation of British 
Industry) 

The British Archaeologists and Developers Liaison Group Code of Practice (Br~ish Property 
Federation & Standing Conference of Archaeological Un~ Managers) 

Archaeologists and Developers Code of Practice (Confederation of British Industry) 

Code of Practlce - Access and Charging for Sites and Monuments Records (Association of County 
Archaeological Officers) 

The Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust also recognises the following code of practice: 

Curators' Code of Practice (The Welsh Archaeological Trusts) 

APPENDIX 4 

NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF BODIES MENTIONED IN THE TEXT 

The Clwyd-Powys Archaeologica l Trust 
7a Church Street 
Welshpool 
Powys 
SY217DL 
tet 0938 553670, 552179 

Principal Curalorial Officer: CH R Martin 
Development Control Officer: M Waiters 

Cadw:Welsh Historic Monuments 
Brunei House 
2 FilZalan Road 
Cardiff 
CF21UY 
tel 0222 465511 

The Institute of Field Archaeo logists 
Minerals Engineering Building 
University 01 Birmingham 
PO Box 363 
Birmingham 
B152TI 
tel 021 471 2788 

The Royal Commission on Ancient 
and Historical Monuments In Wales 
Government Building 
Plas Crug 
Aberystwyth 
Dyted 
SY232HP 
tel 0970 62438 t 

These notes are available in both Welsh and English 'language versions_ Further copies are obtainable Irom the 
Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust at the above addresses_ 




