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Cambria Archaeology: Cadw Early Medieval Ecclesiastical Sites Project
Stage 2: Ceredigion

EARLY MEDIEVAL ECCLESIASTICAL SITES IN CEREDIGION

STAGE 2: ASSESSMENT AND FIELDWORK

1.0 SUMMARY

The early medieval ecclesiastical sites project (EME) was initiated by Cadw, through the four Welsh
Trusts, in 2001. The aim of the project was to identify ecclesiastical sites in Wales with pre Anglo-
Norman Congquest origins, in order to formulate management strategies and scheduling priorities.
Cambria Archaeology (Dyfed Archaeological Trust) was appointed fo cover the counties of
Carmarthenshire, Ceredigion and Pembrokeshire. A cut-off date of 1100 AD was selected.

Early medieval ecclesiastical sites fall into two main categories -

»  Churchichapel sites, ie. ‘developed’ cemetery sites

*  Open cemetery sites, ie. ‘undeveloped’, never having received a building. These include a number
of bronze age round barrows and iron age enclosure re-use sites. These open sites are usually
more difficult to identify and assess.

Stage I of the project consisted of a desk-based assessment of the three counties, using the Sites and
Monuments Record (SMR) as the baseline data. From this assessment emerged a graded list of 61
Ceredigion sites with probable or possible early medieval pre-Conguest origins, in addition to a list of
39 Early Christian Monuments (ECMs).

Stage 2 comprised analysis of aerial photographs of these sites, where available, and selective Sfield
visits in order o assess their nature, extent, condition, archaeological potential, threats and value. As a
resull, the list of 61 sites was amended and refined to a list of 54 sites, comprising -

2004 2002)
*  Grade 4 sites (high probability) 6 (9)
*  Grade B sites (medium probability) 1 {13)
*  Grade C sites (low probability) il (12
= Grade D sites {possible sites) 26 (27)
In addition -
= Early Christian Monuments (ECMs) 35 (39)

The main outcome from Stage 2 has been the enhancement and refinement of both the SMR and the
schedule of Ancient Monuments, with the formulation of management strategies, scheduling priorities
and recommendations for future archaeological investigation.

One of the outcomes of this Stage 1 assessment is a demonstration that many of the traditional
indicators and suppositions do seem to hold true ie. circular churchyards, in sitn Early Christian
Monuments (ECMs) and ‘Celtic’ dedications are often accompanied by other evidence Jor early
medieval origins. Re-use of iron age sites, and the former presence of large, curvilinear outer
ecclesiastical enclosures were suggested at a number of new churchyard sites. In addition, the former
location of ECMs, topographic evidence and post Anglo-Norman Conquest documentary sources were
used to suggest earlier origins for several new sites. However, it was also demonstrated that the
‘native' ecclesiastical tradition was remarkably persistent, particularly in the north and east of the
county, which was not brought under direct Anglo-Norman rule until the late 13th century.
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF SITES, BY PARISH (with PRNs and grades)

49321
49322
49323
49324
49325
49326
49327
49328
49329
49330
816
13005
6167
33255

49331
14215

8105
50133
50134
5138

50135
11918

50136

50137
12693

50139
50140
50141
33257

6030
50142

50143
50166

Site name

Aberporth, Llanannerch Chapel

Bangor Teifi (St David), churchyard

Blaenporth (St David), churchyard

Cellan (All Saints), churchyard

Dihewyd (St Vitalis), churchyard

Henynyw (St David), churchyard

Henilan (St David), churchyard

Lampeter (St Peter), churchyard
Llanafan-y-Trawscoed (St Afan), churchyard
Llanarth (St David/St Meilig), churchyard
Llanbadarn Fawr (St Padarn), churchyard
Llanbadarn Fawr (Trefeirig), Gogerddan cemetery
Lianbadarn Fawr (Melindwr), Capel Bangor/Maes Bangor
Llanbadarn Fawr (Cwmrheidol), Llaneithyr

Llanbadarn Odwyn (St Padarn), churchyard
Llanbadarn Odwyn churchyard, ?outer enclosure

Llanbadarn Trefeglwys (St Padarn), churchyard
Llanddeiniol (St Ddeiniol), churchyard
Llanddewi Aberarth (St David), churchyard
Llanddewi Brefi (St David), churchyard

Llandyfriog (St Tyfriog), churchyard
Llandyfriog, Ffynnon Oer cemetery

Llandysiliogogo (St Tysilio), churchyard

Llandysul (St Tysul), churchyard
Llandysul, St Winifred's Chapel

Llanfair Clydogau (St Mary), churchyard
Llanfihangel-y-Creuddyn (St Michael), churchyard
Llanfihangel-y-Creuddyn, Llantrisant churchyard
Llanfihangel-y-Creuddyn, Mynwen(-fach

Llanfihangel Ystrad, Capel St Silin
Llanfihange! Ystrad, Llanllyr Abbey

Llangoedmor (St Cynllo), churchyard
Llangoedmor, Ffynnon cropmark

Grade
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50144
50145
49236
50146
50147
50148
50149
50150

50152
8529

50153
50154

50155
31488
50156

50157
56158

50159

50161
50162

50163

Cambria Archaeology: Cadw Early Medieval Ecclesiastical Sites Project

Llangorwen Chapel

Llangranog (St Caranog), churchyard
Llangwyryfon, Maes-llyn 7cemetery
Llangybi (St Cybi), churchyard
Llangynfelyn {St Cynfelyn), churchyard
Llangynllo (St Cynllo), churchyard
Llanilar (St Hilary), churchyard
Llanina (St Ina), churchyard

Llansantffraid (St Bridget), churchyard
Llansantffraid, Bryn beddau

Llanwenog (St Gwenog), churchyard
Llanwenog, Capel Whyl

Llanwnws (St Gwnws), churchyard
Mwnt (Holy Cross), churchyard
Nantewnlle (St Cynllo), churchyard

Penbryn (5t Michael), churchyard
Penbryn, Dyffryn Bern ECM findspot/?round barrow re-use

Silian (St Sulien), churchyard

Tregaron (St Caron), churchyard
Tregaron (Caron Uwch Clawdd), Strata Florida Abbey

Ysbyty Cynfyn (St John Baptist), churchyard
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Cambria Archaeology: Cadw Early Medieval Ecclesiastical Sites Project
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Location map of Grade A — C sites, Ceredigion
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Location map of Grade D sites, Ceredigion

Stage 2: Ceredigion

N

~

\ &
\ j.m’ﬁ--ﬁ
)
i @S0NT
/
)f{
/" ®6167
@ 50140
/ 50133
// O gung @4
/5/ 50152
s @R529
I/f
~L@-50150 ® 14215
@ 50156
19325 ® ® 50142
j‘“ ® &30 ® 50139, —
2 ® 49323 N
Lg 50148 P N
/
S LK) ® 932 12693
\-\ .
\ ® 50135
e "M‘Sﬁ_}né{ J_,? o

/50]63 ~
o :
33255
.,

v

33357 g

o~
® 50162 s\_\

{ -\

“

N s

A
§







Cambria Archacology: Cadw Early Medieval Ecclesiastical Sites Project
Staged Ceredigion

PRN: 816

NGR: SN59918101

Parish: Llanbadamfawr

Site Name; LLANBADARN FAWR PARISH CHURCH;ST PADARN'S
Site Type: CHURCHYARD;MONASTERY;CLAS Early Medieval
Form; Earthwork/A ;Documents

Land Use: Other;Built over

Vegetation: Grass; Trees;Building

Site Status:

Arca Status:

Ownership: ECL

Part of:

Consists of;
Associaled with: 3994:3995:4847

Siting: Hill slope/Moderate/!

Orientation: E-W/

Aspect; South facing slope

Proximity: Afon Rheidol is 530m to SE. Does not appear to reference any archa

Views: Wide, but restricted views across Rheidol flood-plain to S.



Description:

Associated Artefacis:
Type

Cross

Cambria Arckacolugy: Cadw Early Medicval Ecclesiusncal Sites Projeci
Stupe? Ceredigion

Early medieval A site, jc. definite carly medieval origins. Churchyard occupied by the medieval
Llanbadam Fawr parish church PRN 4847, which was also a ptiery church during the post-1100
period and was listed, as “Lembedar Vaur cum capellis’, in the "Taxatio' of 1291. The church, which
was a pre-Conquest monastery, was reconstituted as a parish church and a cell of the Benedictines of
St Peter's Abbey, Gloucester, in a grant by Gilbert de Clare in [116-7 (Anon., 1931, 402). Gloucester
last control after the Welsh reconquest of Ceredigion of 1135 and the monks were expelled, but the
church was restored 10 Gloucester in c.1175. The church was appropriated by Henry 11 in 1246
(Lewis 1938, 18), remaining in crown hands until 1360 when it was granted to the Cisiercian Ahbey of
Vale Royal in Cheshire. The advowson later passed 1o the Bishop of St Davids. The site has dcfinite
carly medicval erigins. Wyn Evans has confirmed its status as a pre-Norman ‘clas' cherch (Evans
1992, 33-40). It was under the control of a lay abbot (even aficr Gloucesier Abbey regained control in
1158-65, in a "Cellic' practice that was criticised by Giraldus Cambrensis). It had an archpricst,
recorded in the Bruts in an ebituary of 1137 (Jones 1952, 52) - and it possessed an important relic, the
‘Staff of Padarn', recorded in the late 11th century (Evans 1992, 33-40), as well as a  tradition of
scholarship. An arcas of sanctuary (or ‘nawdd’} appears also to have been recorded (ibid). It was
regarded as a sufficiently wealthy house for the Vikings to attack in 988 (Jones 1952, 10). Morcover,
Llanbadarm Fawr was a ‘portionary’ church (Conway Davies 1946, 3734 D.544 & D.545), ic. a
bencfice divided between the church and powerfd Jaymen or ‘pottionarics’, a form of patronage
arising from the carlicr mixed lay/clerical clas community (Evams 1992, 33-38). The Life of St David
was composed at Llanbadarn Fawr - perhaps the principal scat of learning in Wales during the latter
part of the 11th century (Conway 1997, 9) - between 1064 and 1082 {Davics 1982, 214), where its
author Rhigyfarch held office. The status of the 11th century church is nol altogether clear; it was
undoubtedly monastic, but it may also have been the head of a bishopric (Kirby 1994, 370-371),
though probably subordinate to St Davids. Rhigyfarch appears then to have been a “monastic bishop',
ic. & bishop who was a monk, and his younger brother Ieuan was the archpricst in the carly 12th
century (Conway 1997, 10). It Jost its cpiscopal status when Ceredigion was invaded by the
Anglo-Normans in 1110-1115, and it was pgronted to Gloucester (Evans 1992, 33, et al). The
medicval parish of Llanbadam Fawr occupied an immense arca, and at 62550ha was once the largest
in Wales. It may well have represented the ‘patria’ of St Padam, colcrminous with the original, 6th
century land-grant 1o Padomn (Bowcen (979, 48). b is significont that much of this area came to lie in
the hands of the Cistercians of Strata Florida Abbey, a Welsh foundation of Rhys ap Gruffydd that
seems 1o have inherited many of Llanbadarn Fawr's traditions (Evans 1991, 249). The vast majority of
Ceredigion churches were held under the patronage, or were direct possessions of the Bishop of St
Davids. This may suggest that they were granicd to the bishopric by their (presumably Welsh) lay
benefactors. Il is more likely, however, that many of them were established as daughter churches in the
very large parochise of cpiscopal houses such as Llanbadarm Fawe (and Llanddewi Brefi). The
numerous former chapelries belonging to the parish were described as “the chapels belonging to St
Padarn' in 1115-30 (Conway Davies 1946, 249 D.79). The impenant pair of Group Il ECMs in the
church (PRNs 3994 & 3995), which appcar to be in situ, represent a form which is mainly associated
with the major churches and monasterics, and was a visible symbol ol prestige that normally occurs on
established sites (Edwards 2001, 39). They confirm the continued high status of the site into the carly
12th century. The imcgular churchyard occupics a south-facing slope near the floor of the Rheidol
valley. i was cxtended to the north when the present church was built, and further cxtended in the
1914-20th centuries, but appears to have formerly been swboval. However at 0.5ha it is relatively small.
It may represent part of a much larger enclosure for which there is now no field evidence. It is nuclear
to sceitlement with an informal, "Welsh’ morphology. NDL 2003

Material Quantity Description

Stone 02 Twe Growp IIT ECMs in Llanbadam Fawr parish church PRNs
4847 and 8i6 9th-12th c.
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Llanbadarn Fawr churchyard PRN 816: medieval church PRN 4847 from southeast
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PRN:
NGR:
Parish:
Site Name:
Site Type:

Form:

Land Use:
Vegelation:
Site Status:
Area Status:
Ownership:
Part of:
Consists of:
Associated with:
Siting:
Oricntation:
Aspect:
Proximity:
Views:
Description:

Associated Artefacts:
Type

Inscribed stone

Cambria Archaeology. Cadw Early Medicval Ecclesiastical Sites Project
Stape2 Cercdigion

5138

SN66375531

Llanddewi Brefi

LLANDDEWI BREFI PARISH CHURCH;ST DAVID'S
CHURCHYARD;CLAS?;ECCLESIASTICAL Early medieval
ENCLOSURE?

Earthwork/A;Documents;Earthwork?

Other;Built over

Grass; Trees; Buildings;Other

ECL;Pri

5135:5139;6306;9933;9934:9935;9936;9937,9938;1 1850
Valley base///
E-W/

Churchyard lies within 1km of barrow cemetery PRN 8514 and may o

Restricted views

Early medieval A site, ic. high-probability corly medieval origins. Churchyard occupicd by the
medicval Llanddewi Brefi parish church PRN 5135, It was listed, as "Landenwybrevy', in the ‘Taxatio'
of 129t. It was probably always a possession of St Davids and was reconstituted as a collegiate
church to St Davids Cathedral in latc 13th century (sce PRN 5139 for college). It occupics the site,
and probably the location of an early medieval church, which was possibly monastic. It is directly
meferred to in Rhigyfarch’s "Life of St David', written in the late 1lth century (Kithy 1994, 374).
However, its origins may be much earlier. There is a concentration of six ECMs at the site (PRNs
9933-9938), all of which may be +/- in situ, including a Group 1 ECM which suggesis that it may have
began as a 6lh ceatury deveioped cemetery, A Grouwp 1T ECM PRN 9934 bears an inscription that
mentions St David by name, in the context of a sacred site, strongly suggestng that it was already a
‘Dewi' church by the 91h century, at least (Edwards forthcoming). The early centre of the Dewi cult, in
Ceredigion and beyond, appears to have may have been at Henfynyw but was overshadowed by
Llanddewi Brefi which may have become the head of large patria, established at the expense of
Llanbadarn Fawr in the southern half of Cantref Uwch Acron, all of which may originally have been
Llanbadamn territory. The parish is still very large. The church features prominently as a "Dewi' church
in Gwynfardd Brychciniog's "Canu y Dewi' or “Song to David' (Lewis 193F, 43-52). There are no
contemporary references 1o clasau in Ceredigion, although eone ‘Cadwgan son of Griffin Glassour',
who witnessed a late 13th century charter to Strata Florida, has been cauwtiously supgesied by Wyn
Evans to have been the son of a member of the native community of Llanddewi Brefi (Evans 1992,
38-9). This would suggest that it had been monastic. An arca of 'nawdd’ or sanctuary also appears to
be recorded in a source from 1109 (Jones 1952, 30).This may be represented by the possible outer
enclosure represented by continuous boundaries 250m south of the church, which along with the Afon
Breli appears to define a suboval enclosure measuring 635m E-W and 455m N-S. This may be the
same boundary noted by as James bul, as she points out, not all the boundaries are necessarily of the
same, or cven carly, date (James 1994, 407), The area is now occupicd by a Tmedieval scttlement with
a "Welsh" morphotogy (PRN 12765). The church, like Tregaron, stands on a low mound which is
more-or-less conterminous with the churchyard, said in lcgend 1o have risen under St David's feet
when he preached there. The mounds area normally regarded as bronze age round barrows (and the
churches therefore as re-use sites), but here the peology suggests that they may in fact be drumlins.
Nevertheless, Llanddewi Brefi lies within lkm ol barrow cemctery PRN 8514 which may be
sigmficant. [t also stands 1800m cast of the main Roman road from Llanio (Bremia) to Trawscoed,
which appears to have influenced its siting and to have given rise to its toponome “Brefi' (from
Bremia}, again suggesting very carly origins. NDL 2004

Malerial Quantity Description

Stone 06 Six ECMs in Llandddewi Breli church PRNs 9933-9938
6th-10thc.
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Llanddewi Brefi PRN 5138: sketch plan of churchyard showing possible outer enclosure
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PRN:

NGR:
Parish:

Site Nome:
Site Type:
Form:

Land Use:
Vegetation:
Site Status:
Arca Status;
Ownership:
Part of:
Consists ol
Associated with;
Siting:
Orientation:
Aspect:
Proximity:
Yiews:
Description:

Associated Artefacts:

Type

Cambria Archacofogy: Cadw Early Medieval Ecelesiastical Sites Project
Stage?. Cevedigion

6030

SN515509

Llanfihangel Ystirad
CAPEL ST SILIN
CHAPEL

Documents

Other; Built over;Pasture
Grass; Trees;Buildings

Early Medieval?;Medicval

Pri

6040:21444
Valley base//f

Cribyn Gaer iron age hillfort PRN 4794 is 300m to E. Findspot of EC

Early medieval D site, ie. possible early medieval origins. Medieval grange chapel of Hafodwen
Grange PRN 6040, which belonged to the Cistercian Sirata Florida Abbey (Williams 1990, 58), It may
have gone oul of use at the dissolution and is not shewn on Saxion's map of 1578, The exact site of
this chapet is not known but a hamlet , 0.5 km southwest of Cribyn, is still known as "Capel St Silin'. It
is named as such on the OS 1" Old Scries of 1830 (Sheet 57), in Gothic script as if referring to an
antiquity - the remains of the chapel? However, the Llanfihangel Ystrad tithe map of 1839 labels the
hamler Penlan’. No individual properties arc labelled o the tithe map, only the general holdings of
Penian Hafodwen and Penlan Ganol. However, Hafodwen Mill PRN 21444 and its leat, which were
medieval in origin and stll survive, are shown, and along with other buildings they were arranged
around a large yard, the gencral form of which still survives although most of the buildings have now
gone. An old barn which formerly stood here, next to the mill at NGR SN 516 509 was reputed 1o
have been the chapel site (Williams 1990, 58), but this appears 10 be local tradition only. Other
features shown on the tithe map, that have since gone, include most of the property boundaries and
enclosures in the hamlet. A dctached oval enclosure measuring 35m E-W by 30m N-5, lying on the
valley floor between the mill and the Afon Granell (NGR SN 5152 5091), may rcpresent o potential
alternative site for the chapel ie. a yard. A third possible site exists. A Group Il ECM, PRN 4793, was
recorded at Maes Mynach in 1808 (Edwards forthcaming), which was probably the prange nucleus of
Hafodwen Grange. However, hearsay siated that the sione was derived from the Cribyn Gaer iron age
hillfort PRN 4794, 350m cast of Capel St Silin, So it is possible, though doubtful, that the chapel was
located within the hillfort at some period, possibly being relocated to the west during the later
medicval period, However, it is entircly possible that the chapel and the ECM are completely
unrelated, and that the ECM was never located within the hillfort.  The chapel appears 1o have been
dedicated to the “Celtic® St Silin (who possibly may not be equated with St Sulien). No aerial
photographs were available for this site, and it was not possible to visit cither Capel St Silin or the
hillfort. NDL 2¢04

Material Quantity Description



Cambria Archacology: Cadw Earle Medievad Ecelesiastical Sites Project

Siage Ceredigion

References:
Published
Text
1878 Archaeclogia Cambrensis 14th Serics Vol.9 p.352
1984 Archacologia Cambrensis Sth Series Vol.l1 p,108
1933 Transactions of the Cardiganshire Vol.9p.22 25
Antiquarian Socicty
1933 Transactions of the Cardiganshire Vol.9 p.35
Antiquarian Socicty
Maps
1830 Ordnance Survey 1:10560 Old
Series Map Sheet 57
DAT 1891 Ordnance Survey 1:10560 First
Edition Cards. Shect XXXIILNE
Rees W 1932 South Wales & Border in the 14th NW Sheet
Century
Manuscript
Text
Ludlow ND 2004 Cadw Early Mcdieval Ecclesiastical
Sites Project Cercedigion Part 2
Edwards N forthcoming A Corpus of Early Medieval
Inscribed Stones and Stone
Sculpture in Wales Vol. 2 The
South West
Maps
1839 Tithe Map & Apport Llanfihangel
Ystrad
Negative Relerences:
Others
Others
Saxton 1578 Saxton's Map of Radnorshir




Cambria Archaeology: Cadw Early Medieval Ecclestastical Sites Project
Stage 2: Ceredigion

Lianfihange! Ystrad, Capel St Silin PRN 6030: sketch plan of area showing sites mentioned in the text
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PRN:

NGR:
Parish:

Site Name:
Site Type:
Form:

Land Use;
Yepetation:
Site Status:
Area Status:
Ownership:
Part of:
Consists of:
Associated with:
Siting:
Orientation:
Aspect:
Proximity:
Views:
Description:

Associated Artclacts:

Type

Cambria Archacology: Cadw Early Medveval Ecclestasncal Sites Project
Stuge2 Ceredigion

6167

SN6579

Melindwr

CAPEL BANGOR;MAES BANGOR
ECCLESIASTICAL ENCLOSURE?;BANGOR?
Place-name

Many

Many

Unknown;Eatly Medieval?;Medieval?

ECL;Pri

5422
Valley base///

On or near north bank of Afon Rheidol. Bronze Age cist PRN 5416 i

Extensive views south over Dyffryn Rheidol

Early medieval D site, ie. possible early medieval origins. Pre-cxisting ‘bangor' placc-name element
appears to have piven risc to "Capel Bangor' church- and place-name (see PRN 5422), and "Macs
Bangor' farm-name. The “bangor' clement, panticularly in north Wales, appears to be associated with
large, carly medieval ecclesiastical enclosures.  There is no direct evidence for any such enclosurc at
Capel Bangor. Howcever the site occupies the fertile valley and Noodplain of the Afon Rheidol. In
addition, Pen Lhwyn Reman Fort PRN 7719 lies 740m to the WNW of the area, and therefore Capel
Bangor may lie on or near a Roman road line. The present Capel Bangor Church (St David's), PRN
5422, occupics a churchyard which was originally small and subcircular, and may have carly origins.
The church is cntirely 19th century, and is not shown by William Rees on his 1932 map, and is not
marked on Saxton's map of 1578. Nevertheless, there is reason fo believe that it was re-cstablished,
before 1830 (OS 1" Old Scrics, Sheet 49), on a pre-existing site. The churchyard is miscd up 10 0.5m
above the roadway on its east side, where it is revetted by a rubble wall. It contains many memorials
and burial carthworks., The south and west sides of the yard drop stceply away to the Afon Melindwr,
approx. 4m below. There is no standing boundary on this side, but the perimeter and slope feature
many mature oaks and ashes. The yard has been extended beyond its original line to the north. Maes
Bangor Farm lies on the Rheidol floedplain  immediately south of the church. The “Maes'
name-clement (ie. ficld') superficially suggests that any early enclosure should be sought here.
However, it could have easily been named from a pre-existing enclosure on the present churchyard
site. The present ficld system is entircly post-medieval and there is no evidence for any relict enclosure
boundary. Unfortunately, no aerial photographs were available for this site. The present scttlement,
variously named "Capel Bangor' and "Maes Bangor, is a later 19th cemtury industrial village and is not
marked on the O3 1" OIld Serics, Sheet 49, of 1830 - which only marks and labels the church, as
‘Capel Bangor. However, it is associated with an apparent St Cwrdafl dedication and ‘llan-'
name-clement in the form of a farm-name, Bronllangwrda (‘Llangwrda slope'} immediately to the
north. It is marked as a settlement named "Llangurdy’, but not as a church/chapel, by William Rees
(1932). Nevertheless it may too be significant, and probably relates 1o the same site as the "bangor’
element. A small, irregular enclosure in this area, at NGR SN 6619 8016, 500m to the east of Capel
Bangor churchyard, may be significant, but this is highly doubtful. It is now occupied by a caravan
park. NDL 2004
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Llanbadarn Fawr/Melindwr, Capel Bangor PRN 6167: sketch plan showing sites mentioned in the text
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Site Type:
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Views:
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8165

SN50806320

Lianbadamn Trefeglwys

LLANBADARN TREFEGLWYS PARISH CHURCI;ST PADARN'S
CHURCHYARD;DITCHED ENCLOSURE? tron Age?;Early Medieval
Earthwork/A

Other;Built over

Grass; Trees;Building

ECL

12410
Coastal platcaw//f
Circular/

150m N of the incised valley of the Afon Arth. Lies within an exten

Extensive views all round

Early medicvatl C sile, ie. low-probability early medicval origins. Churchyard occupied by the medicval
Llanbadarn Trefeglwys parish church PRN 12410, which was probably rebuilt in the carlier 19ih
century, as post-medieval 17122, in the same location as its predecessor and was extended and
restored in [905. It was listed as "Treneglwys' in 1291 and was a prebend of the episcopal collegiate
chorch of Llanddewi Brefi. By the 17th century at least the chapelry of Cilcennin was annexed to the
parish It was probably a Welsh foundation, Ceredigion having remained in Welsh hands during most of
12th and 13th centurics. There are morcover strong indicators of carly medicval origins, The
churchyard - which occupies a coastal plateau location - is large, and still markedly circular, though it
was extended 1o the north in the 19th century. It lies within an cxtensive complex of cropmark
enclosures and is highly likely 1o represent a re-used iron age enclosure, A second, larger cropmark
enclosure, of similar form (PRN 8106) lies 1750m 10 the east, and appears to lie centrally within a
concentric enclosure, represented by continuous field boundaries, measuring 450m in diameter. James
has supgested that the churchyard may be associated with onc of these enclosures, possibly indicating
iron age origins for both sites, representing a “paired site' where partible inheritance meant that the
cemetery/churchyard may have become a kin burial ground through gift or the prescace of a founder's
grave (James 1994, 405). The threc Ceredigion dedications to the “Celtic’ St Padarn - Llanbadam
Fawr, Llanbadam Odwyn and Llanbadarn Trefeglwys - all lie within Cantrel Uwch Acron, as does St
Padarn’s Well (neor Llanbadarn Fawr), suggesting that they may all have occupied an immense early
medieval "patria’, based on Lianbadarn Fawr and possibly embracing the entire cantref . NDL 2004
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Lianbadarn Trefeglwys PRN 8105: sketch plan of churchyard
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8529

SN584642

Liansantffraid

BRYN-BEDDAU;PANT-Y-BEDDAU

CEMETERY? Bronze Age?;Early Medieval?;Mediev
Place-name

Pasture;Rough pasture;Forest

Grass; Trees

Pri

Hill slope/Gentle//

Northwest facing slope

In same general area as unknown cropmarks PRNs 5957 and 5958,

Extensive views to NW

Early medicval D site, ie. possible early medieval origins, Place-name evidence only. The place-names
"Bryn-beddan' and “Pant-y-beddau’ ("hill - and ‘dell of the graves') possibly represent a cemelery site;
however, the “beddau' element may suggest a prehistoric rather than a Christian site. The tithe
schedule for Llansantffraed parish, of 1844, docs not include field names in this arca. The site lics in an
upland arca of moorland, not typical for Christian burial but normal for bronze age funerary sites. The
site lics in an area of [ste 19th century enclosure, and there is no field cvidence for any 'beddaw’, be
they graves, grave mounds or barrows. However, twe cropmarks of unknown nature have been
observed on aerial photographs within the same 6-figure NGR (PRNs 5957 and 5958), while part of
the area now lics beneath 20th century planted coniferous forestry. NDL 2004
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Cambria Archaeology: Cadw Early Medieval Ecclesiastical Sites Project
Stage 2: Ceredigion

Liansantffraid, Bryn-beddau PRN 8329: general shot of area
looking west towards Bryn-beddau Farm
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PRN: 11918
NGR: SN312425

Parish; Liandyfriog

Site Name: FFYNNON OER

Site Type: CIST GRAVE CEMETERY Bronze Age?;Early Medicval?;Medicev
Farm: Documents

Land Use: Other

Vepetation:

Site Status:

Area Status:

Ownership: Pri

Part of:

Consists of:
Associated widh:

Siting: Valley stope/t/

Ovrientation:

Aspect: Northeast facing slope

Proximity: Spring line and stream are 100m to NE, Afon Ceri is 450m 1o NW

Views;

Description: Early medicval D site, je. possible early medieval origins. Threc “stone-sided and paved’ graves, with

possible headstones, were uncovered during the construction of a farm track in 1865 (James 1987,
73). The graves werc apparently aligned notth-south, and contained ‘ash, charcoal and burnt human
bone” und therefore appear 1o have been cremations, ie. not Christian, and probably bronze age cists.
However, as it is an antiquarian record, the possibility that the cists may have been carly
medicval/medieval, and Christian cists, must be acknowledged. The site, and the trackway, are now
totally overgrown, flooded by the adjoining field boundary ditch, and completely  inaccessible,
However, the fact that the trackway is now out of use allows scope for further investigation. NDL
2004
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NGR:
Parish:

Site Name;
Site Type:
Form;

Land Use:
Vegetation:
Site Status:
Area Status:
Ownership:
Part of:
Consists ol
Associated with:
Siting:
Oricntation:
Aspect:
Proximity:
Views:
Description:

Associated Artefacts:

Type

Cambria Archacology Cadw Early Medieval Ecclesiasticol Sites Project
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12693

SN4242

Llandyssul

ST WINIFRED'S CHAPEL;CAPEL FAERDRE
ECCLESIASTICAL ESTABLISHMENT;CHAPEL
Documents

Early Medieval?;Medieval

Pri

12857
Hill slope/Moderate//

South facing slope

In area of standing stone PRN 1828, Castell Gwynionydd PRN 1827 a

Extensive views south, across Dyffryn Teifi.

Early medieval D site, ie, possible early medieval origins, Site of one of the six medieval
chapels-of-case to Llandysul parish. The chapel was in ruins by the early 19th century (Lewis [833).
There is now no physical cvidence for the building and its precisc location is unknown. However, it
was also known as "Capel Facrdre' and is associated with a "Macrdref' place-name - preserved at the
present farms of Faerdre Fawr and Facrdre Fach - which was presumably associated with the maerdeef
of Cwmwd Gwynionydd, the caput of which may have been located within the (re-used?) iron age
hillfort of Castell Gwynionydd (PRN 1827) lying between the two famms, at NGR SN 4239 4205,
Early medicval secular re-use (PRN 12859) has also been suggested at this hillfort, which lies very
acar a well called Pistyll Dylluan, William Rces (1932) marks the chapel - which was also a prange
chapel to Talley Abbey, belonging to Faerdre Grange PRN 12692 (Owen 1893, 41) - as occupying the
site. of Facrdre Fawr (NGR SN 4275 4216), presumably on the grounds of the 'fawr place-name
element. However, its precisc location is unknown. The fithe schedule of Llandysu) parish, from 1841,
omits individual fields and their names, and no cvidence for a chapel is visible in the vicinity of this
farm on acrial photographs. It may have occupied the site of the Farm itself, which was presumably the
grange nuclens. However, at least two other possible locations for the chapel present themselves. One
is the Cac'r Gareg standing stone PRN 1828, located at NGR SN 4231 4203, which may have
provided the focus for an eatly medicval cemctery which then developed into 2 chapel site. The other
is Castell Gwynionydd itsell, which may not have been re-used as n castle, but may have been a
cemetery/chapel site. A third possibility is suggesied by acrial photographs, which appear 10 show a
rectangular cropmark enclosurc at  NGR SN 4208 4203, just south of Faerdre Fach Farm (Meridian
Airmaps 1935, 240-240, }4855-34858). However, it is very large - at 100m E-W by 50m N-S it is
rather too Jarge to be churchyard, particularly one associated with a chapel, while the surrounding
cropmark 7ditch (with a possible entrance on ils south side) appears 1o be very wide. Nevertheless, it
could be a re-use sile (ic. a possible Romano-British enclosure). Early medieval associations may be
further indicated by the cross-carved stonc PRN 50138, of possible 7th - 11th century date but of
uncertain function, now in Llandysul parish church. The stone was said by George Eyre Evans to have
been recovered from the parish churchyard, However, Hughes and Jenkins (1967, 428) - sipnificantly -
suppested that it had been found “on the slopes below Cocd Foel, a wooded area that lies between
Facrdre Fawr and Faerdre Fach. This provenance has been dismissed by Dr Namcy Edwards, who
opts for Evans' account (Edwards forthcoming). However, the possibility cxists that it may have come
from the St Winifred's Chapel site. The entire area occupies a modetate, fertile south-facing slope
above the Afon Teifi floodplain, either side of the Cocd Foel stream valley. The site is dedicated to St
Winifred, but it has been sugpested that the original dedication may have been 1o the "Celtic' St
Gwenfrewi. NDL 2004

Material Quantity Description



Cambria Archacology: Cadw Early Medieval Ecclesiasiical Sites Project

Staged Cerodigion

References:
Published
Text
Lewis S 1833 A Topographical Dictionary of
Wales
Williams B 1878 Archaeologia Cambrensis 4th Series Vol.9 p.236
Hughes IT and Jenkins JR 1967 The Church of St Tysul Llandysul
Ceredigion Vol. V No, 4
Maps
Rees W 1932 South Wales & Border in the 14th SW Shecet
Century
Rees W 1932 South Wales & Border in the 14th SW Sheet
Century
Manuscript
Text
Ludlow ND 2004 Cadw Early Medieval Ecclesiastical
Sites Project Ceredigion Part 2
Edwards N forthcoming A Corpus of Early Medicval
Inscribed Stones and Stone
Scuipture in Wales Vol, 2 The
South West
Aerial Photographs
Meridian Airmaps 1955 240-240 34855-8
Negative References:
|Others
Others
1841 Tithe Map & Apport Llandy




Cambria Archaeclogy: Cadw Early Medieval Ecclesiastical Sites Project
Stage 2: Ceredigion

Llandysul, St Winifred's Chapel PRN 12693: sketch plan of area showing sites mentioned in the text
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NGR:
Parish:

Site Name:
Site Type:
Form:;

Land Use:
Vegetation:
Site Status:
Area Statuvs:
Ownership:
Part of:
Consists of:
Associated with:
Siting:
Orientation:
Aspect:
Proximity:
Views:
Description:

Associated Artefacts:
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13005

SN6264835]

Trefeirig

GOGERDDAN
CEMETERY

Buried Feature;Documents?
Pasture; Arable;Other

Grass

Early medieval

Pri

5405;8237;11822;11826:11827
Valley base///

Nant Clarach forms N edge of site. Plas Gogerddan late medieval ho

Extensive views all round

Early medicval A site, ic. definite carly medieval origins. Excavated cemetery site, formerly in
Llanbadarn Fawr parish, with a 3rd-Tth century Ci4 date from one of the praves. Plas Gogerddan is
the only ecclesiastical site in Ceredigion with archacological evidence thal has been absolutely dated 10
the carly medieval period. This site was excavated by Dyfed Archacological Trust in 1986, in advance
of gas pipcline laying work, and is described by Murphy (1992). Evidence was discovered for human
presence from the middle of the fourth millenntum BC onwards. The central feature of the site was a
late  neolithic-bronze age standing stone, around which numerous pits and post-holes had been
excavated. Three late bronze age round barrow ring-ditches, to the west of the standing stone, were
re-used during the iron age for three crouched burials. Around the standing stone were 22 oriented
burials, all dvg graves without cists, the coffin stain from one grave producing a 3rd-7th century
radiocarbon date. Early medieval re-use of bronze age round bamows has been certainly recorded in
Ceredigion at onc other site, at Dyffryn Bem, Penbryn parish  Three of the Gogerddan Christian
graves were marked out as “special graves', having had small timber structures erected around them, as
noted in some iron age cemeterics and well-known around martyrial tombs in fate and post-Roman
contincntal Christian contexts (James 1994, 401). Apart from these structures, the cemctery appeared
to have been ‘undeveloped'. However, a square cropmark PRN 11826 and circular cropmark PRN
11827 have been noted within the arca of the site on aerinl photographs. Morcover, Jansen's map of
Cetedigion, from the Jate 16th century, matks a chapel at ‘Gegirthaw' (Evans 1903, 1), which appears
as if it may equate to the hitherto unidentified ‘Ummabowa' of Saxton's 1578 map, ct. al. The
confirmation - and identification - of the site of this chapel are of crucial importance; it may indicate
that the sitc was eventually developed. The site occupies a low, rounded ridge or spur within the
general valley floor of the Afon Clarach. It is now part of IGER (the Institute of Grassland and
Environmental Rescarch), on which crop testing eic. is practised. The unexcavated areas may
therefore be at risk from ploughing. The A4159 road crosses the site from N-S. Of interest is the
mention in the "Vitz Sancti Paterni’, compiled in the late 11th ceatury, of Padam's ‘cell'. The work
locates the cell within the aren that was subject to a Tth century land-grant to Padam, by King
Maclgwn, which lay 'north of the Afon Rheidol and south of the Afen Clarach' {Thomas 2003, 97-99).
The auwthor calls the cell “ecclesin media Crucis Agiae', or “(middic) church of the holy cross' (ibid.).
There are several comtenders for ihis site, Charles Thomas considering Llangorwen to be a passible
candidate (ibid.), However, in view of its location between the headwaters of the Clarach and Rheidol,
the Gogerddan site - as the only dated early medieval site in Ceredigion, which appears to have been
developed with an "ccclesia’ - is of interest. NDL 2004
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Llanbadarn Fawr/Trefeirig: site of Gogerddan cemetery PRN 13005 looking northwest

Llanbadarn Fawr/Trefeirig: site of Gogerddan cemetery PRN 13005 looking northeast
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14215

SN633603

Llanbadarm Odwyn

LLANBADARN ODWYN PARISH CHURCH:ST.FADARN'S
ENCLOSURE?

Earthwork/U

Pasture.Other

Grass;Hedges

Early medieval?;Medieval?

§581
Pri

5161;49331
Hill slope/gentle/f

West facing slepe

Surrounds Llanbadarn Odwyn churchyard PRN 49331. Llanio-Traws

Extensive views to W over DyfTryn Aeton

Early medieval D site, ie. possible early medieval origins. Llanbadarn Odwyn parish churchyard PRNs
5161 and 49331 may have occupied a large, outer enclosure, partly defined by a hedpebank 200m
southwest of the church (PRN 14215), which has been declared an SSS1 bectuse of the 17 hedgerow
species that it contains (James 1994, 404-5). Heather James has sugpested that the line of the
hedgebank is continued as o cropmark on aerial photographs (ibid., sortic and frame number ctc not
given). The full extent of this possible enclosure has not been identificd. The Tull extent of this possible
enclosure has not been identified. NDL 2004
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31488

SN19505202

Verwig

MWNT PARISH CHURCH;IIOLY CROSS
CHURCHYARD

Earthwork/A

Other;Built over

Grass

Early medieval

ECL;NT

5324;31489.31490

Hill slope/Gentie//

E-W/

South facing slope

Partly overlics possible round barrows PRNs 31489 & 31490, Lies at

Extensive vicws over bay to W, and to Eand §

Early medicval C site, ie. low-probability carly medieval origins. Churchyard occupied by the medieval
Mwnt church PRN 5324, which was a free chapel within Llangoedmor parish, which became a parish
church during the post-medieval peried but is now a chapelry to ¥ Ferwig. The church was probably
a Welsh foundation, Ceredigion remaining in Welsh hands during most of the 12th and 13th centuries.
Possible carlier origins may be suggested by its exposed, coastal location at the foot of the southern
slopes of the isolated hillock Feel-y-Mwnt, and only 100m W of steep cliffs down to Tracth-y-Mwnt
Bay. Though regular and rectangular, the churchyard may be ecarly, with contemporary bank?; the
revetment is later. It is raiscd over Im above its surroundings (in this case an cxpanse of grassy sand
on all four sides) and appears to be a re-used bronze age funerary site - i1 partly overlics a probable
round barrow PRN 31490, the churchyard path being cut through a raised mound, and another
possible barrow PRN 31489 lies just beyond the southern churchyard boundary. The ?harrows were
mentioned in the accounts of 191h century antiquarians, including both Lewis and Meyrick, in which
‘burinls', apparently revealed by shifting sand, werc regarded as the victims of a medicval baitle (Lewis
1833). Focl-y-Mwnt is occupied by the remains of an iron age hilifort PRN 1041. Local tradition has it
that a “mortuary chapel' PRN 31493, belonging to the church, once siood within the hillfort interior.
This sounds superficially as if it might have been a ‘capel-y-bedd’, or founder's grave chapel,
suggesting early origins and o pessible multiple church complex. However Foel-y-Mwnt is very sieep,
and rises to a very acute ridge, and it is difficult to envisage where such a chapel might have been
tocated, The church is owned by the Church in Wales but managed by the National Trust. NDL 2004
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Mwnt churchyard PRN 31488, from the northwest, looking down the southern flank of Foel-y-mwnt
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33255

SN761772

Cwmrheidol

LLANEITHYR

ECCLESIASTICAL ESTABLISHMENT? Early Medieval?;Medieval?
Place-name

Pasture;Forestry;Other;Built

Grass;Trees;Buildings

ESA
Pri

31256
Valley slope///

South facing slope

On northern flank of Mynach valley. Associated with well site PRN 3

Fairly wide views E and W up and down valley

Early medieval D site, ie. pogsible carly medicval origins. Place-name only, “Llancithyr' Farm. Site of
possible undated, uarccorded chapelry?. The “eithyr' element may represent a personal name, There is
no dircct evidence for a chapelry at Llancithyr, and none is shown on any historic map ic. Saxton's
map of 1578. Unforunately, field names here are not recorded on the Elanbadarm Fawr tithe map
1846. However the farmstead lies Tkm northeast of Mynwent Fach PRN 33257, a possible cist
cemetery, with which it may be associated? It also features n possible "holy well' site, a field called
"Cac Fiynnon Saimt' (PRN 33256), at SN 7608 7715. The farmstead is represented by post-medieval
buildings situated in an arca of very late, 19th-20th century enclosure of what is a relatively fertile
pocket of land lying within upland moorland, on the north bank of the Afon Mynach, Except for a
small arca around the farmstead itself, much of the arca lies beneath 20th century coniferous forestry.
This largely conceals any cvidence for earlier land-use, enclosures etc., while no acrial photographs
were available for the site. It may be that the name “Llaneithyr' actually relates to Mynwent Fach PRN
33257, and was assumed by the farmsicad after its establishment, but this is highly conjectural. Tn fact,
the fact that Llaneithyr, on the north bank of the Afon Mynach, lay in Llanbadarn Fawr parish while
Mynwent Fach occupied Llanfihangel-y-Creuddyn patish (and a grange of Strata Florida) as well as
separaie  commoles, may argue against any close association beiween the two sites. (The Afon
Mynach name is not significant, the "Mynach' element deriving from the area's historic association with
Strata Florida Abbey.) NDL 2004
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Llanbadarn Fawr/Cwmrheidol: the Llaneithyr/Mynwent-fach landscape showing sites

mentioned in the text
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33257

SN75107655

Lianfihangel y Creuddyn Upper
MYNWENT FACH
CEMETERY?
Place-name;Earthwork/C
Pasture

Grass

Early medieval?:Medieval?

ESA
Pri

Valley base///
Subcircular/

lkm SW of Llancithyr PRN 33255 and Cae Ffynnon Saint PRN 3325

Restricted views to NE and SW

Early medieval D sile, ic. possible early medieval origins. Ficld named "Cac'r Fynwent Fach' on the
Lianfihangel-y-Creuddyn tithe schedule of 1844. Possible cist cemetery site, perhaps defined by a
truncated section of relict field boundary that formerly defined a subcircular enclosure. The name
translates as 'Little Cemetery’. The ficld is distinctly circular on the tithe map, and approx. 80m in
In modem times part of the ficld boundary has been grubbed out but the line of this
boundary is still visible in the ficld as a gully and slight bank. The casten and northern sides of the
enclosure are defined by a break in slope which is increasingly steep to the southern end, with a large
amount of loose stone preseni. There arc occasional large, flat stone slabs presemt around the ficld
perimeter and these were described by landowner as being thought of as old gravestones - the tradition
of this being a bunal ground is known locally. There is no trace of any building within the former
enclosure, although the land has been ploughed for a1 least 160 years. The site occupied the medieval
Cwmystwyth Grange, which belonged to Strata Florida Abbey (Williams 1990, 57), ond there is a
possibility that it represents a granpe-chapel site. It lics 1km northeast of Llaneithyr farmstcad (sce
PRN 33255), with a “llan’ element and possible personal pame clement. The fact that Llaneithyr, on the
north bank of the Afon Mynach, lay in Llanbadam Fawr parish while Myawent Fach occupicd
Lianfihangel-y-Creuddyn parish (and the grange of Strata Florida) as well as scparate commoles, may
argue against any close association between the two sites. NDL 2004
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Lianfihangel-y-Creuddyn, Mynwent-fach PRN 33257, from the south
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49236

SN38797136

Llangwyryfon

MAES-LLYN FARM

CIST?;CIST GRAVE CEMETERY?
Buried feature;Documents;Findspot
Pasture

Grass

Early Mcdieval

Pri

774
High plateauw/flat//

Llangwyryfon parish church PRN 4833 and eld parish church sitc PR

Extensive views to E, NE and SE. intervisible with Llangwyryfon par

Early medieval D site, ie. possible carly medieval origins. Findspot of Group | ECM PRN 774. It was
found during ploughing in a ficld north of Maes-llyn Farm, Llangwyryfon, in 1942, buried upright in
the ground, 0.15m bheneath the surface (Edwards forthcoming). Beside it was a “pavement’ of smaller
slabs. Cyril Fox, who atiended the site, interpreted the stone as having been (re-)used as a slide slab of
a partial cist burial, oriented E-W (ibid.). The other, smaller slabs may then have formed further hinicl-
or base-slabs (ibid.). There was no indication of any other burials and if it was indeed a cist, it be onc
of the burials, normally of important personages, who opted for burial within “a wild, isolated place’
(cf. Comish examples in Preston-Jones 1992, 122). However, these are penerally carly, suggesting
that if this is indeed the case, then the ECM may be +/- contemporary with the burial, if not
purpose-made. The site occupies an isolated upland location, in an area given over to sheep pasture in
which enclosure is all laier post-medieval. It lies 1.17km NW of Llangwyryfon parish church PRN
4833 and old parish church sitc PRN 12418. Unfortunately, Fox did not preciscly locate the field in
which the stone was found, but the onc which is thought 1o have been the silc is emtirely featurceless,
but is crossed by the summit of the local plateauw which rens from NW-SE. In addition, no
pood-quality aerial photographs were available for this site; nothing was visible in photographs
obtained from the web (www.old-maps.co.uk), Neither this Ffeld, "Cae Newydd', or any of the
surrounding fields have significant names on the Llangwyryfon tithe map of 1844 (schedule nos.
55-57). The field immediniely to the southeast, on the other side of the road, however features a
semi-oval ‘enclosure' formed by a shallow, bul sharply-defined ditch, The ‘enclosure’ disappears
beneath conmiferons plantation to the southwest. It is probably not an archacological feature?, possibly
associated with fairly recent drainnge, and possibly with the large pond that lics the other side of the
plantation? NDL 2004
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Liangwyryfon, Maes-llyn ECM findspot and ?cemetery PRN 49236: photograph of
Pearthwork enclosure from NNW
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49321

SN247491

Aberporth

LLANANNERCH CHAPEL
ECCLESIASTICAL ESTABLISHMENT
Documents

Early Medicval

8060
Coastal platcaw!//

In general area occupied by round barrow PRN 80635 and post-medieva

Extensive views all round

Early medieval B site, ie. medium-probability carly medieval origins. Site of documented medieval
chapelry/church, exaet location unknown. The chapelry, which occupied Penbryn parish (now in
Aberporth) was bhisted, as ‘Blaenannerch’, in the “Taxatio' of 1291. It was a Welsh foundation,
Ceredigion remaining in Welsh hands during most of the 12th and 13th centuries. However, it appears
to have been an early medicval foundation, having been a ‘pertionary' church. A “portion’ of the
church was granted, possibly as “the chapel of the sons of lhacl, to Talley Abbey in c.1200 (Owen
1893, 42); sec alse Brongwyn Church, PRN 5230. It was again recorded as “portionary’ in the Taxatio
of 1291 with one portion belonging 1o Talley Abbey; the other(s) still being in the hands of the
kinsmen of lthael?. It appears 1o have been regarded as an important sitc and it gave its name to the
surrounding “gwestly', recorded in the 15th century (Rees 1932 et ab). it had gone by 1833 when no
physical cevidence was apparent (Lewis 1833). The location of this important site is not known, but it
presumably lay within the presem hamlet of Blacnannerch where it is shown on William Rces' 1932
map. It docs not appear on Saxton's map of 1578. The hamlet features two possible potential sites.
One of these is the non-Conformist Blacnannerch Chapel PRN 16952, which was first buili in 1794
(according 1o the datestone); it was by far from unknown for dissenters to build within pre-existing
ceclesiastical sites. It may be significant thal it occupies the highest point locally within the general
coastal plateau. The present chapel-yard is entirely 19th century and forms a regular rectangle, partly
defined by low, modem hedgebanks, but is stightly raised above ils surroundings suggesting a long
history of burial. A bronze age round barrow PRN 8065 lies 300m ESE of the chapel, in a greenficld
location on the castern cdge of the hamlet. It, or its immediate environs, may represent a potential site
for the chape) and the carly medieval re-use of o prchistoric funerary site.  Unfortunately no aerial
photographs were available for this site, while the Abetporth tithe map does net include field names.
NDL 2003
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Aberporth, Lianannerch Chapel PRN 49321: sketch plan of area showing sites mentioned in the text
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Aberporth, Llanannerch:/Blaenannerch: round barrow PRN 8065, from the northwest
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49322

SN37634032

Orllwyn Teift

BANGOR TEIF1 CHURCH;ST DAVID'S
CHURCHYARD

Earthwork/A

Other; Built over

Grass; Trees;Building

Early Medieval?;Medieval

ECL

5283

Hill slopef/f

Subsquare/

South facing slope

Motte castle PRN 2342 is 600m to E. Afon Teifi is 180m 10 S. Llang

Extensive views south across Teifi Valley. Intervisible with Llangeler C

Early medieval D site, ie. possible carly medicval origins. Churchyard occupied by the medieval
Bangor Teifi parish church PRN 5283, which may have occupied a different location within the yard
to that of the present structure. An cxlensive area of amorphous surface irregularitics lics immediately
south of the church, within an area without burials, and may represent an earlier church location. A
church was crected on the present site in 1812 and is depicted as a simple chance and pave on the tithe
map of 1841, This building was apparently substantially rebuilt in 1855, The 1812/1855 church was
demolished in 1930, with the possible exception of its west wall, and a new one erecied in its place.
The church was not listed in the "Taxatio' of 1291, when it may yet 10 have been established or may
yet 10 have been raised to parish status. It was probably a Welsh foundation, Ceredigion remaining in
Welsh hands during most of the 12th and 13th centurics. The “bangor' place-name element appears to
indicate the presence of a large ccclesiastical enclosure of a kind normally associated with carly
medicval church sites; however, there is no physical evidence of such an enclosure and nothing is
visible on acmal pholographs (Meridian Aimmaps 1955, 230-240, 34955-7). The church lies on a
hillslope overlooking the Teifi Valley, en the edge of a steep scarp. It is +- intervisible with the
multiple church site a1 Llangeler. It is also 600m west of Castell Pistop motte, PRN 2342 (and a
possible settlement PRN 12744). NDL 2004
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49323

SN26274878

Aberporth

BLAENPORTH PARISH CHURCH;ST DAVID'S
CHURCHYARD

Earthwork/A

Other;Built over

Grass

Early Medieval?;Medieval

ECL

5224
Coastal plateaw///
Subcircular/

In vicinity of bronze age cremation cemetery? or round barrow? PRN

Extensive views all round

Early medieval D site, ic. possible carly medieval origins. Churchyard occupied by the medicval
Blacnporth parish church PRN 5224, which was cotirely (re)built in [864-5 on the same sile, and in
the same Jocation as its predecessor, but nothing was retained from the carlier fabric. It was formetly a
chapelry to Penbryn parish and was not listed in the "Taxatio' of 1291. It now occupics Aberporth
parish. It was a prebend of the collegiate church of Llanddewi Brefi {Lewis 1833). It was possibly a
Welsh foundation, Ceredigion remaining in Welsh hands during most of the 12th and 13th centuries. It
is associated, and is possibly contemporary with the early 12th ceatury motie-castle (PRN 5220) and
medieval ?scttlement (PRN 8227), which lic 300m E of church; it is of course possible that these, loo,
may be Welsh foundations, However, the churchyard is large, and subcircular, and the church is
dedicated to the "Celtic' St David; it may therefore have carlier origins. NDL 2004
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49324

SN61354975

Cellan

CELLAN PARISH CHURCH;ALL SAINTS
CHURCHYARD

Earthwork/A ;Earthwork/U,Cropmark/U
Other;Built over

Grass; Trees;Building

Early Medieval

ECL

5120;17335
Valley baseil/
Subcircular/

Afon Teifi is 63m NE of church. Churchyard may overlie bronze age r

Restricted views all round

Early medicval C site, ie. low-probability early medieval origins. Churchyard occupied by the medieval
Cellan parish church PRN 5120 (restored in 1908 as PRN 17335). The church was listed, as
‘Lankentan’, in the "Taxatio' of 1291, probably reflecting an original "Celtic' dedication to St Callwen,
ic. as ‘Llancallwen' (O Riain 1994). The church is now dedicated to ASl Saims. However, it was
probably a Welsh foundation, Ceredigion remaining in Welsh hands during mest of the 12th and 13th
centuries. It was in the patronage of the Bishop of St Davids. The small, raised, subeircular
churchyard, occupies a slight terrace projecting into the Teili foodplain. It may overlie a re-used
bronze age round barrow. It is mow nuclear 1o an informal system of boundaries. However, aerial
photographs (Meridian Airmaps 1955, 260-240, 12793-4) appcar to clearly show a large, circular
enclosure, concentric about the churchyard, marked by ficld boundaries, slight earthworks 50166 and
cropmarks. This possible outer enclosure has a diameter of approx. 170m, but cannot be traced
immediately north of the churchyard. NDL 2004
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49325

SN48365624

Dihewid

DIHEWYD PARISH CHURCH;LLANGWYDDALUS;ST VITALIS;ST VITAE'S
CHURCHYARD Early Medicval?;Medicval
Earthwork/A

Other;Built over

Grass; Trees;Building

ECL

5660
Level ground///
Subcircular/

Ffynnon Dalis 'holy' well PRN 1848, and possible well-chapel PRN 75

Restricted views all round

Early medieval D site, ie. possible early medieval erigins. Churchyard occupied by Dihweyd parish
church PRN 5660 which was formerly a chapelry to Llanerch Acron parish and is not listed in the
‘Taxatio' of 1291. It became a parish church during the post-medieval period. It was entircly (re)built
in the 1820s, on the same site, and in the same Yocation, as its predecessor, but nothing was retained
from the earlier fabric. The church was also known as “Llanpwyddalus' (Lewis 1833, et al). The
church appears to have always belonged to St Davids Cathedral, as a prebend of the collegiate church
of Lianddewi Brefi, but was later transferred to that at Brecon {Lewis, 1833). The dedication has,
since the 16th century, been regarded as representing the Latin St Vitalis of Ravenna (O Riain 1994,
391).However, the name "Liangwyddalus’ may preserve the original dedicatee, a "Celtic' St Gwyddalus
who appears also (o be commemorated in the ncarby “holy' well Fynnon Dalis PRN 1848 and possible
associated well-chapel PRN 7561. It was probably a Welsh foundation, Ceredigion remaining in Welsh
hands during most of the [2th and 13th centuries. It was in the patronage of the Bishop of St Davids.
The large, subcircular churchyard, 75m in diameler, was formerly more circular (Dihewyd tithe map,
1845). It was the site of a fair which was still held within “the limits of Llangwyddalus' in 1833 (Lewis
1833). It occupies high, level ground and the surrounding field boundarics are all later post-medieval.
NDL 2004
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Dihewyd PRN 49235: sketch plan of churchyard showing sites mentioned in the text
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Henfynyw Upper

HENFYNYW PARISH CHURCH;ST DAVID'S

CITURCHYARD Early Medieval
Earthwork/A ;Documents

Other;Bwilt over

Grass, Trees;Building

ECL

1866591112397
Coastal plateaw///
E-w/

Fiynnon Dewi 'holy’ well is 450m to 8. Coasliline is 900m to NW

Extensive views all round, panticularly to NW

Early medieval A site, ie. high-probability early medicval origins, Churchyard occupicd by Henfynyw
parish church PRN 12397 which was formerly a chapelry, but was listed - as "Hendmen' and "Hevene'
- in the "Taxatio' of 1291. It was entirely (redbuilt in the (earlier?) 191h century, as post-medieval PRN
3911, on the same sile, and in the same location as its predecessor, but nothing was retained from the
carlier fabric. The church appears to have always belonged 10 St Davids Cathedral, as a prebend in the
possession of the Precentor and Chapter (Lewis, 1833). It was mentioned in late 12th century poem
‘Canu y Dewr’ {Lewis 1931, 43-52). It occupics a coastal plaleau location, 900m from the sea and just
over lkm south of the natural harbour at Aberacron. Henfynyw (cf. Gimaldus' “Hen-mencu') can be
translated into Vetus Rubus in Latin, and the sitc has been convincingly orgued as the "Vetus Rubus'
which was claimed, in Rhigyfarch's late 10th century 'Life of St David® (O Riain 1994, 374), 10 be the
original sitc of the menastery of St David in the 6th century - a claim that has been validated by
Charles Thomas (Thomas 2003, 89-92), suggesting that the Group I-11 ECM from the church, PRN
1866, is +/- in situ (Edwards forthcoming). After St David's community moved to Pembrokeshire,
taking the "Mynyw' namc-¢lement with them for the new site, Henfynyw was overshadowed as a cult
centre by Llanddewi Brefi. The large, regular rectangular churchyard is post-medicval in ils present
form and was remodelled in the 19th century, being integrated with the contemporary enclosure
pattem. However, it may lie within a (very doubtful) former large, irregular outer enclosure,
containing “Ty'n-y-porth' and "Maes-1lan’ place-names. NDL 2004
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Inscribed stone
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49327

SN35404019

Orllwyn Teifi

IHENLLAN PARISH CHURCH;ST DAVID'S

CHURCHYARD Early Medicval
Earthwork/B

Other;Built over

Grass; Trees;Building

ECL

5282
Flood plain/#/
Subcircular/

Afon Teifi is 20m to SW. Iron age hillfort PRN 2431 is 300m to E.

Restricted views afl round

Early medieval B site, ie. medium-probability early medicval origins. Churchyard occupied by Henllan
parish church PRN 5282 which was formerly a chapelry and not listed in the "Taxatio* of 1291. Now in
Orllwyn Teifi parish. It was entirely (relbuilt, in the earlier 1%th century, on the same site, and in the
same location as its predecessor, but nothing was retained from the carlier fabric. The church appears
o have always belonged to St Davids Cathedral. It was mentioned in the late 12th century poem
‘Canu y Dewi' (Lewis 1931, 43-52), when it was already termed "Hen Llan' or “old church'. Moreover,
the site has been convincingly argued as the "Linhentann' mentioned in Rhigyfarch's late 10th century
‘Life of St David' (Thomas 2003, 89). The large, circular churchyard, 45m in diameter, was cxtended
too the north in the 19th century. It occupies the Teifi floodplain and is therefore not likely to have
origins as an iron age defended enclosure. The site lies 300m W of a large iron age hillfort PRN 234)
but the relationship between the two, if any, is unknown. It has been supgested that the original
dedication may not have been to St David (O Riain 1994, 390). NDL 2004
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Lampeter

LAMPETER PARISH CHURCH;ST PETER'S

CHURCHYARD Early Medieval
Earthwork/C

Other;Built over

Grass; Trees;Building

ECL

4769:17273

Hill slope/Moderate//

Circular/

South facing slope

Possible motie-castle PRN 777 immediately N of churchyard. Definit

Extensive views ta 8.

Early medieval C sile, ic. low-probability early medieval origins. Churchyard occupied by the medieval
Lampeter parish church PRN 4769 which was entirely rebuilt in 1868-70 as post-medieval PRN
17273, just 10 the north of its predecessor, the churchyard being extended to make way for the new
church. It was listed, as "Ecclesin de Lampede’, in the “Taxatio’' of 1291. The church was granted to
Totnes Priory in 1100-1135, by Cadcll, grandson of King Rhys ap Tewdwr (Crouch 1989, 125-131),
This suggests cither that the church was cither already in existence, or was built new, between 100
and 1435, and is a direct reference to early 12th century Welsh patronage. However, the situation may
not be this straightforward. A motte - Stephen's Castle’ - was established at Lampeter during the briel
Anglo-Norman occupation of Ceredigion in 1115-37, and was possibly followed by the foundation of
the church (Jones 1952, 52). The grant to a Devon house is moreover suggestive of an Anglo-Norman
foundation. And Lampeter was referred to as Pons Stephani by Giraldus Cambrensis, in the late [2th
century (Thorpe 1978, 176-7), sugpesting that the castle may have taken precedence over the church
in the contemporary consciousness. However there are possibly two mottes at Lampeler, a doubtful
motte  PRN 777 lying immediately north of the churchyard, suggesting a possible hiatus in
Anglo-Norman rule during which Cadel may have granied (or founded) the church. The grant was
confirmed in 1146-54, but the church had been acquired by St Davids Cathedral before 1204 (Crouch
1989, 125-131). The church originally lay within a circular churchyard shown on the OS I" map of
1819 (Sheet 308) and the Lampeter tithe map of 1843, that was extended to the north when the new
church PRN 17273 was built in 1868-70. It lics 300m of the morc definite of the two moties PRN
779, the late 13th century borough of Lampeter lying between the two. NDL 2004
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Lampeter: sketch plan of old churchyard PRN 49328 showing sites mentioned in the text
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Llanafan

LLANAFAN-Y-TRAWSCOED PARISH CHURCH;ST AFAN'S
CHURCHYARD

Earthwork/C

Other;Built over

Grass; Trees;Building

Early Medieval?,;Medieval

ECL

5179
Flood plain///
E-w/

Afon Ystwyth is 600m to S. Trawscoed Roman fort PRN 1999 and R

Extensive vicws all round, panticularly to S and W,

Early medieval D site, ie. possible carly medieval origins. Churchyard occupied by the medieval
Llanafan-y-Trawscoed  parish  church  PRN 5179 which  was  formerly o chapelry to
Llanfihangel-y-Creuddyn parish, but became a parish church during the post-medicval period, It was
entirely (re)built c.1860 on the same site, and on the foundations of its predecessor, but nothing was
retained from the earlier fabric.  Along with Llanfihangel-y-Crenddyn, the church appears to have
always belonged to St Davids Cathedral (Lewis, 1833). It was probably a Welsh foundation,
Ceredigion having been in Welsh hands during most of the 12th and 13th centurics. The churchyard,
which occupics the narrow Afon Ystwyth foodplain, was remodeiled as a large rectangular enclosure
under the Trawscoed estatc in the 18th-19th century, bul retaining a number of medieval yews (Chater
1994, 26-42); the present surrounding landscape was laid out at the same time. However, the norh
and west boundaries of the churchyard appear to preserve its original, suboval form. The sitc lies
L.7km east of the Roman fort at Trawscoed and the Roman road; however, any rclationship with the
Roman infrastructure would appecar to be indirect. The church is dedicated 10 the “Celtic' St Afan.
NDL 2004
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Llanarth

LLANARTH PARISH CHURCH;ST DAVID'S;ST MEILIG'S;ST MAELOG'S
CHURCHYARD Early Medieval
Earthwork/A

Other;Built over

Grass; Trees;Building

ECL

1843;12396

Hill slope/Moderate//

Subcircular

Southeast facing slope

On brow of scarp slope down to Afon Llethi, 70m to W, Nuclear to 7

Fairly wide vicws all round, particularly 10 8.

Early medicval C site, ic. Jow-probability early medieval origins. Churchyard occupied by the medieval
Llanarth parish church PRN 12396, which belonged to St Davids Cathedeal. Bishop Thomas Bek
granted the church of Llanarth and the chapel of Llanina, as 'Ecclesiam de Lannarch cum capella de
Lannyna' to his Collegiate Church at Llanddewi Brefi in 1290 (Anon 1863, 264), to which it was
referred to as a prebend in 1399 (Bevan 1926, 64). It was listed, as ‘Lancrarath’, in the ‘Taxatio' of
1291, It was probably a Welsh foundation, Cercdigion having been in Welsh hands during most of
12th and 13th centories, The church occupies a relatively sheliered, southeast facing slope, lying on
the brow of a sicep scarp slope down fo the Afon Llethi, 70m to the cast, It appears to stand upon a
mound lying within, and contained by the large, subcircular churchyard. This is locally known as
‘Rhiw Bylltig' (see below) and may be a natueai summit of the scarp slope; however, it is possible that
it represenis a re-used bronze age round barrow. The churchyard is nuclear 10 a settlement with an
nformal, "Welsh' morphology. A Group 1l ECM (PRN 1843), first noted in IBOS when it was
standing in the churchyard (Meyrick [810, 235-6), may be +/- in situ. The church is now dedicated 1o
St David but was originally dedicated, or at least joinily dedicated, to St Meibg, a varant of the name
St Maelog, which is rendered as “Vylltyg' and *Bylltig' in the sources. NDL 2004
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Group 1l ECM in Llanarth parish church PRN 12396 moved
from churchyard PRN 49330, 9th-10th c¢. outline cross &
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Lianbadam Odwyn

LLANBADARN ODWYN PARISH CHURCII;ST PADARN'S
CHURCHYARD

Earthwork/A

Other;Built over

Grass;Building

Early Medieval

ECL

5161;14215
Hill slope/gentieff

West facing slope

Possible outer enclosure boundary PRN 14215 is 160m 1o SW. Llani

Extensive views to W over Dyfiryn Aeron

Early medieval B site, ic. medium-probability carly medieval origins. Churchyard occupied by the
medicval Llanbadarn Odwyn parish church PRN 5161. It was not listed in the "Taxatio' of 1291 when
it may yet to have been mised to parish status. It was a possession of the Bishops of St Davids, as a
prebend 1o Llanddewi DBrefi. It was probably a Welsh foundation, Ceredigion having rcmained in
Welsh hands during most of 12th and 13th centuries. There are morcover strong indicators of early
medieval origins. The churchyard is oval, and rclatively small. It may have occupied a large, outer
enclosure, that is partly defined by a hedgebank 160m southwest of the church (PRN 14215), which
has been declared an SSSI because of the 17 hedgerow species that it contains (James 1994, 404-5).
Heather James has suggested that the line of the hedgebank is continued as a cropmark on aerial
photographs (ibid., sortie and frame number cic not given). The churchyard lies on a west-facing
hillslope overlooking the fertile Dyffryn Aeron, just 700m west of the main Llanie-Trawscocd Reman
road.  The three Ceredigion dedications to the "Celtic' 8t Padarn - Llanbadarn Fawr, Llanbadarn
Trefeglwys and Llanbadarn Odwyn - all lie within Cantrel Uwch Acron, as does 5t Padarn's Well (ncar
Llanbadarn Fawr), suggesting that they may all have occupied an immense carly medieval ‘patria’,
based on Llanbadarn Fawr and possibly embracing the entire cantrel . The church is now isolated, but
it has been suggested that it may formerly have been accompanied by a bond settlement (Dodgshon
1994, 354). NDL 2004

Material Quantity Description



Cambria Archacology: Caw Early Medieval Ecclesiastical Sives Project

Stuge? Ceredigion

References:
Published
Text
Dodgshon RA 1994 ‘Early Society and Economy' in
Davies JL and Kirby DP{eds.)
Cardiganshire County History |
p-343-164
James 11 1994 “The Archacology of Eartly
Christianity in Cardiganshire' in
Davies JL and Kirby DP(eds.)
Cardiganshire County History |
p.397-406
1914 Transactions of the Cardiganshire Vol.1 No.4 p.39
Antiquarian Socicty
i95 Transactions of the Cardiganshire Vol.2 No.1 p.50
Antiquarian Society
Lewis FR 1938 Archaeologia Cambrensis Vol93 p.16 18
Bowen EG 1950 Ceredigion Vol.l No.l p.9-10
Williams G 1963 Ceredigion Vol.IV No.4 p.34]
Yates WN 1973 Camnarthenshire Antiquary Vol9 p.65
Maps
Rees W 1932 South Wales & Border in the 14th NW Sheet
Centnry
Manuascript
Text
Ludiow ND 2000 Cadw Welsh Historic Churches
Praject Ceredigion Churches
Llanbadam Odwyn
Ludlow ND 2002 Cadw Early Medieval Ecclesiastical
Sites Project Ceredigion Part |
Ludlow NP 2004 Cadw Early Medicval Ecclesiastical
Sites Project Ceredigion Part 2
Maps
Saxton C 1578 Cardigan
Negative References:
Others
Others
Record Commission 1802 1291 Taxatio




Lianbadarn Odwyn PRN 49331: sketch plan of churchyard and ?outer enclosure bank PRN 14215
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PRN: 50133

NGR: SN56057214

Parish: Llanddeiniol

Sitc Name: LLANDDEINIOL PARISH CHURCILST DEINTOL'S;ST CARRAUK'S;ST CARROG'S
Site Type: CHURCHYARD Early Medieval?:Medieval
Form: Earthwork/A

Land Use: Other; Built over

Vegetation: Grass;Building

Site Status:

Areca Status:

Ownership: ECL

Part of:

Consists ofl:
Associated with: 4834;12419

Siting: Local summit///

Orientation: Polygonal/

Aspect:

Proximity: At summit of promontory between Afon Carrog and unnamed strea

Views: Restricted views

Description: Early medieval D site, ie. possible early medieval origins. Churchyard occupied by the medieval

Lianddeiniol parish church PRN 12419, which was entirely (re)built in 1835, as post-medieval PRN
4834, on the same site, and in the same location as its predecessor, bul nothing was retained from the
earlier fabric. It was not listed in the “Taxatio' of 1291 when it may yet to have been mised to parish
siatus. It was probably a Welsh foundation, Ceredigion remaining in Welsh hands during most of the
12th and 13th centuries. It was in the patronage of the Bishop of St Davids as a prcbend of the
collegiate church at Llanddewi Brefi. The parish was formerly known as Cawmog, and the churchyard
occupies the summit of a promontory between, and with steep scarp slopes down to, the Afon Camog
and an unnamed stream. Carrog (PRN 4805), a post-medicval major dwelling, may occupy the site of
a medieval local caput, 400m to NNE. The polygonal churchyard may formerly have been mere
circular. The church is dedicated to the "Celtic' St Deiniol. NDL 2004

Associated Artefacts:

Type Material Quantity Description
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NGR:
Parish:

Site Name:
Site Type:
Form:

Land Use:
Vegetation;
Site Status:
Area Status:
Ownership:
Part of:
Consists of:
Associated with:
Siting:
Orientation:
Aspect:
Proximity:
Views:
Description:

Associnfed Artefacts:

Type
Inscribed stone

Cambria Archacology: Cadw Early Medieval Ecclesiastical Sites Project
Stage2 Crredigion

50134

SN47666329

Llanddewi Aberarth Upper

LLANDDEWI ABERARTH PARISH CHURCH;ST DAVID'S
CHURCHYARD

Earthwork/B

Other;Built over

Grass;Building

Early Medicval

ECL

5666;8969,8970;17367
Hilltop///
Subtriangular/

Trish Sea coast is 460m to NW. Bronze age findspot PRN 11948 in vi

Extensive views all round, particularly to W over Irish Sca

Early medicval B site, ie. medium-probability early medieval origins. Churchyard occupied by the
medicval Llanddewi Aberarth parish church PRNs 5666 and §7367. It was lisied, as 'Aberaith', in the
“Taxatio” of 1291. It was a pessession of the Bishops of St Davids, as a prebend to the cathedral, ht
was probably a Welsh foundation, Ceredigion having remained in Welsh hands during most of 12th
and 13th centuries, and appears to have given its name to the surrounding 'pwestR' that was recorded
in 1303. There are moreover strong indicators of early medicval origins. The churchyard, which
occupies a coastal hilop, only 460m from the Irish Sea coast, appears to have originally been
triangular. It is morphologically similar 10 an iron age promontory fort with which its coastal location,
and topography, are censistent. Ecclesiastical me-use of promontory forts is however rare and only
paralleled at Meidrum, Carmarthenshire (an inland promontory fort site), and a couple of highly
speculative sites in Pembrokeshire. However, it is in the vicinity of a bronze ape findspot PRN 11948
(exact location net recorded) and given its high visibility there is also the possibility of its also being a
bronze age ritual/monument site.  Six ECMs are said to have been recovered from the fabric of church
during 19th century restoration; only two of these can be identified {though one is in two pars). Both
are now in the church - Group 11l ECM (PRN 8970), and a hogback stone (PRN 8969) from the
mid-late 10th century, both possibly +/- in situ?. They may suggest monastic origins for this otherwise
indeterminate site (Edwards forthcoming). The hogback is the only one recorded in Wales, and may
represent a burial in the 'Viking' traditien (and therefore indicate a Norse element in the carly medieval
population?}. The church is dedicated to the "Celtic' St David and may have beecn an early cult centre,
although its relationship to the main "Dewi’ church at Llanddewi Brefi is uncertain, NDL 2004

Material Quantity

Stone 03

Description
Three stonc fragments in Llandddewi Aberarth church PRNs

5666 & 17367 2 from Group IIl ECM PRN 8970 the third a
hogback PRN 8969 Sth- i0the.
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Lianddewi Aberarth PRN 50134: sketch plan of churchyard
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NGR:
Parish:

Site Name:
Site Type:
Form:

Land Use:
Vegetation:
Site Status:
Area Sfatus:
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Part of:
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Associated with:
Siting:
Orientation:
Aspect:
Proximity:
Views:
Description:
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50135

SN33284112

Llandyfriog

LLANDYFRIOG PARISH CHURCH;ST TYFRIOG;ST BRIOC
CHURCHYARD

Earthwork/A

Other;Built over

Grass; Trees; Building

Early Medieval?;Medieval

ECL

12662;16017
Flood plain/i/
E-w/

Afon Teifi runs along S edge of site

Extensive views to S, W and E

Early medicval D site, ie. possible carly medieval erigins. Churchyard occupicd by the medieval
Llandyfriog parish church PRN 12662, which wos catirely (re)built in 1888 as post-medieval PRN
16017, in the same location as its predecessor, on a platform derived from its total demolition. It was
lisied, ns ‘Llantheveryok', in the ‘Taxatio' of 1291. It was probably a Welsh foundation, Ceredigion
remaining in Welsh hands during most of the 12th and 13th centuries and was in the patronage of the
Bishop of St Davids as a prebend of the cathedral (Lewis 1833). It may have carlier origins. There was
a subordinate, medicval chapelry in the parish, at Llanfair Treflygan (PRN 2333), which was prebably
post-Conquest  and Llandyfriog parish church presumably predates this chapel, The regukar,
rectangular churchyard, which is post-medicval in its presemt form, occupics the floodplain of the Afon
Teifi. The church is dedicated to the "Celtic' St Tyfriog, which is a hypocoristic form of Si Brioc. NPL
2004
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50136

SN36345749

Llandyssiliogogo

LLANDYSILIOGOGO PARISH CHURCH;ST TYSILIO'S
CHURCHYARD

Earthwork/B

Other;Built over

Grass; Trees;Building

Early Medieval

ECL

5290,5291

Hitl stope/gentle//

Subcircular/

Northeast facing slope

Possible holy well site PRN 14808 is 15m NE of site. Tributary of Af

Fairly extensive vicws to Nand E

Early medicval B site, ic. medivm-probability early medieval origins. Churchyard occupied by the
medieval Llandysiliogogo parish church PRN 5291 It was listed, as "Gogofle', in the 'Taxatio' of
1291. It was a possession of Whitland Abbey (Williams 1990, 68) which, at the dissolution, fell to the
Bishop of 8t Davids. It was probably a Welsh foundation, Ceredigion remaining in Welsh hands
during most of the 12th and [3th centuries. It may have earlier origins. The large churchyard is now
subrectangular  but was formerly subcircular, having been extended 1o the southwest in the 19th
century, whilst certain of the other boundaries have been simaightened. The surviving boundaries are
substantial banks and may represent a re-used wron age defended enclosure, Cenain adjoining ficld
boundaries suggest that the churchyard may be axial to a radial boundary system. The site may have
even carlier origins. A large stone was found lying beneath the pulpit during 19th century resioration
(Bowen 1971, 213-15), and has been accepled as a penuine neolithic/bronze age standing stone,
relocated to the church. Its provenance is unknown but it may have occupied the area later covered by
the churchyard - a further large stone is reporied to have been present within the churchyard (Evans
1918, 143). However, it has been suggesied that it was  brought in from a nearby neolithic site
(Bowen 971, 213-15). Llandysiliogogo is one of the carly, mother parishes of Ceredigion from which
a number of smaller parishes were carved out after 1291, It remains a large parish with at least one
former chapelry, Capel Cynon (PRN 5276). The site lies 650m southeast of the Irish Sca coast, on a
sheltered, northeast-facing hillslope. It has been suggested that the ‘ogof {or ‘cave') elememt in the
place-name may be secondary, and part of a later tradition (Evans 1918, 143); an aliernative
suggestion that it may indicate that it moved from an earlicr site on the coast is more dubious (ibid.).
A possible "holy' well site PRN 14808 lics in the ficld immediately northeast of the churchyard. The
church is dedicated to the "Celtic’ St Tysilio. NDL 2004

Material Quantity Description
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Liandysiliogogo PRN 50136: sketch plan of churchyard
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50137

SN41904068

Llandyssul

LLANDYSUL PARISH CHURCH;ST TYSUL'S
CHURCHYARD

Earthwork/B

Other;Built over

Grass, Trees; Building

Early Medieval

ECL

1826;5643;50138
Valley base//f
Polygonal/

Next to the Afon Teifi. Central to ?medicval setilement of Llandysul. ¥

Restricted views

Early medieval B site, ie. high-probability early medieval origins. Churchyard occupied by the
medieval Llandysul parish church PRN 5643, It was listed, as 'Llandessel’, in the "Taxatio' of 1291. It
was probably a Welsh foundation, Ceredigion remaining in Welsh hands during mest of the 12th and
E3th centuries. It was in the patronage of the Welsh lords, in the person of Hywel ap Owain, in
1231-47, when it was granied to the canons of St Davids (Hughes and Jenkins, 1967); the patronage
was for some time after disputed by the Welsh lords. The church may have carlier origins. A Group 1
ECM (PRN 1826), and Group 71l ECM (PRN 5013%), were first recorded in the churchyard, where
they may have been +/- in situ (Edwards forthcoming). It lies at the head of a large parish - formerly
larger still, until the later medieval peried - with at least six late medieval chapels-of-ease. It may
represent the rump of a much larger parochium, while the chapels suggest that it may have been a
pilgrimage centre. Perhaps significantly in this connection, it is central to the small town of Llandysul,
which appears to have been a planned, medicval settlement, but was never a borough. The churchyard,
which lies on the level floor of the Afon Teifi, on the west bank of the river, was formerly pelygonal
but was extended 1o the south in the 19th century. The church is dedicated 1o the Celtic St Tysul, and
lies within 250m of the Ffynnon Tysul well-site, NDL 2004

Material
Stone 02

Quantity Description

Two ECMs in church PRNs 1826 and 50138 first recorded in
churchyard
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50139

SN62445124

Lianfair Clydegau

LLANFAIR CLYDOGAU PARISH CHURCH;ST MARY'S
CHURCHYARD

Earthwork/A

Other;Built over

Grass;Trees;Bujlding

Early Medieval?;Medieval

ECL

5146;17362
Flood plain/#f
N-§/

Near confluence of Nant Clywedog with Afon Teifi. Roman road run

Faitly wide views all round

Early medicval D site, ie. possible carly medicval origins. Churchyard occupied by the medieval
Llanfair Clydogau church PRN 5146, which became a parish church during the post-medieval period.
It was largely rebuilt in 1886-B as post-medicval PRN 17326. 1t was probably a Welsh loundation,
Ceredigion remaining in Welsh hands during most of the 12th and 13th centurics, and was in the
patronage of the Bishop of St Davids (Lewis 1833). It may have carlier origins. The large, oval
churchyard occupies the Afon Teifi Noodplain near its confluence with Namt Clywedog, a tributary. It
measures 95m N-8 x 75m E-W and is significontly raised above its environs. The line of a Roman road
runs just 100m beyond its eastern boundary. A large outer enclosure, measuring 450m in diameter,
may be suggesied by a curving boundary, a trackway and the line of the Nant Clywedog, but is rather
doubtful; its boundary lies close to three cropmark features (PRNs 6338-9, 6341) but thesc may
represent former loops of the Teifi. The Latin "Mary" dedication can occur in pre-Conquest contexts.
NDL 2004

Material Quantity Description



Cambria Archaculogy: Cadw Early Medicval Ecclesiastical Sites Project
Staged Ceredigion

References:
Published
Text
Meyrick SR 1810 History of Cardiganshire {907 Edition P.228
Lewis S 1833 A Topographical Dictionary of
Wales
1861 Archacologia Cambrensis 3rd Serics Vol.7p.310
Willis Bund JW 1888 Archacologia Cambrensis Sth Series Vol.5 p.317
Tyrrell Green E 1913 Transactions of the Cardiganshire Vol.l No.3 p.t]
Antiquarian Society
1946 Archacologia Cambrensis Vol.99 Pr.lp.52
Maps
Saxton 1578 Saxton's Map of Radnorshire
Brecknockshire Cardiganshire and
Carmarthenshire
Rees W 1932 South Wales & Border in the 14th NW Sheet
Century
Manuscript
Text
Ludlow ND 2000 Cadw Welsh Historic Churches
Project Ceredigion Churches
Lianfair Clydogau
Ludlow ND 2002 Cadw Early Medieval Ecclesiastical
Sites Project Ceredigion Part |
Ludlow ND 2004 Cadw Early Medicval Ecclesiastical
Sites Project Ceredigion Part 2
Negative Relerences:
Others
Others
Record Commission 1802 1291 Taxatio




oy

——

Cambria Archaeology: Cadw Early Medieval Ecclesiastical Sites Project
Stage 2: Ceredigion

Llanfair Clydogau PRN 30139: sketch plan of churchyard and doubtful outer enclosure
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50140

SN66507605

Llanfihangel y Creuddyn Lower

LLANFIHANGEL-Y-CREUDDYN PARISH CHURCH;ST MICHAEL'S

CHURCHYARD Early medieval?;Medieval
Earthwork/A

Other, Built over

Grass; Trees;Building

ECL

5176
Valley baseli/
Subsquare/

Afon Ceunant runs along S edge of site. Course of Roman road pass

Restricted views all round

Early medieval D site, ic. possible early medieval origins, Churchyard occupied by the medieval
Llanfihangel-y-Creuddyn church PRN 5176, which was a chapelry - as ‘Llanfihangel Kilvereth' or
Llanfihangel Gelynrthod® - to Llanbadam Fawr parish, not listed in the “Taxatio' of 1291, later
becoming a parish church. It was probably a Welsh foundation, Ceredigion remaining in Welsh hands
during most of the 12th and 13th centuries, and was in the patrenage of the Bishop of St Davids
{Lewis 1833). Tt is a large, cruciform church with a central tower. Local tradition has it that it was
built in 1268, and indeed ihe bulk of the fabric may be 13th century, and built in conscious imitation of
the monastic church at Llanbadam Fawr {cf. Llanddewi Brefi). However, a church was already in
existence, the place-name Llanfihangel Gelynrhod being recorded in 1254 (Jones 1952, 109), The
terms of the record make it clear that a bond sefilement is being described, with a high-status dwelling
(PRN 12868) and indecd the churchyard is nuclear to a settlement with Welsh morpholegy possible
preserving the boundaries of a system of quillets. So the church may have earlier origins. The
churchyard, which now appears subsquare but may originally have been more circular, lies in fairly
sheliered, fertile ground on the Aoor of the Afen Ceunant valley and, significantly, very near - or
perhaps over - the line of the major Roman road north from Trawscoed fort. The Latin "Michael)
dedication can occur in pre-Conquest contexts (although not in a “classic’ hilltop location al this site).
The 13th century rebuild of the church in imitation of Llanbadarmn Fawr - and out of all proportion with
its status as a chapelry - appears to imply some pre-existing - or remembered - high status. NDE 2004
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Llanfihangel-y-Creuddyn PRN 50140: sketch plan of churchyard
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Cambri Archacology: Cadw Early Medicval Ecclesiastical Sites Project
Staged Ceredigion

50141

SN72677498

Llanfihanget y Creuddyn Upper
LLANTRISANT CHURCH
CHHURCHYARD

Earthwork/B

Other;Built over
Grss;Building

Early Medicval,Post Med

ECL

9730,9731;9732
High platean/s/
Square/

En the vicinity of several springs

Wide views all round

Early medieval C site, ie. low probability carly medieval origins. Churchyard occupicd by the medieval
Llantrisant Church PRN 5490, a chapelry to Llanbadarn Fawr parish, later to Llanfihangel-y-Creuddyn
panish. 1 was abandoned soon afier the cstablishment of a chapel-of-ease at Eglwysnewydd, on the
Hafod Estate near Cwmystwyth, in 1620, and remained disused until 1883 when it was eatircly
{rcjbuilt on the same site, and in the same location as its predecessor, retaining nothing from the
carlicr fabric. It was probably a Welsh foundation, Ceredigion remaining in Welsh hands during most
of the 12th and 13th centuries, and was in the patronage of the Bishop of St Davids (Lewis 1833). It is
situgted in a remete arca of moorland, some distance from any present setilement, at an altitude of
300m. However, it may have carlier origins as a pre-Conguest upland chapelry. Three Group -1
ECMs, PRNs 9730-32, were found in the churchyard (Edwards forthcoming), where they were
probably in situ; it is unlikely that they were secondarily imported to this remote location during the
late medieval or later period. They are all fairly late and may alse suggest a de nova 7th - 11th century
foundation. The regular, square churchyard is post-medieval in its present form  having been
remodelied when the church rebuilt in 1883, the tithe map of Llanfihangel-y-Creuddyn parish , from
1847, suggests that it may formerly have been circular. The site appears to have a "Celtic' dedication
although the identity of the “three saints' is unknown, NDL 2004
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50142

SN342560

Llanfihangel Ystrad

LLANLLYR ABBEY
FINDSPOT;ECCLESIASTICAL ESTABLISHMENT?
Findspot

Pasture,Other; Built over

Grass; Trees;Buildings

Early Medieval?;Medieval

Pri

4580;4781;4786;39030;3903 1

Early medicval D site, ic. possible carly medieval origins. Site of the medieval Llanllyr Abbey, a
Cistercion nunnery founded in c.11B0 by the “Lord" Rhys ap Gruffudd, ie. 3 Welsh foundation. It
became a mansion house during the posi-medieval period. Early medieval origins are suggested by the
Group Il ECM from the site (PRN 4781), the inscription of which appears to recon) the grant of a
plot of land - a ‘deserted place’ - for use as a hermitage or monastery (Edwards forthcoming). This
may record the grant of the Llanllyr site itself, in the Tih - 9th century, and the establishment of a
prc-Conquest monastery that was later re-cstablished or re-organised under Rhys op Gruffudd (cf. the
Premonstratensian Talley Abbey. Carms)). The site Jics in the fertile floodplain of the Afon Aeron, in
association with a spring, ie. typical of such carly land-granmts. The abbey has now emtirely gone, but
traces of the chapelichurch, and a cemetery enclosure, were apparently visible in the late 19th cemury.
The site of the abbey church is marked at SN 3426 5604 on the Ordnance Survey first edition map of
1891 (Sheet XXV.SE) apgainst, and on the south side, of a siream that still runs SE-NW through the
site. However, dowsing has appareatly revealed the outline of a rectangular building immediately to
the northeast, on the north side of the same stream, a1t NGR SN 5428 5605. Both locations lie in a
ficld of pasture, the southeast part of which has been built-up as made ground, and concreted, during
the late 20th century, possibly concealing the below-ground remains of any conventual buildings.
Geophysical survey was undertaken in 2000, with very inconclusive results, but there were indications
that buricd features might be present but obscured by dumping (Temra Nova, 2000; Project No.
40377). An altemmative site might exist at NGR SN 5420 5605, which was apparently the site of the
carlicst, 16th century mansion building (PRN 4850), as shown by Thomas Dineley in 1684 (Loveday
Gee, site owner, pers, comm.) - ie. it was normally the abbey buildings themselves that were converted
imo dwellings at the dissolution. This dwelling was later demolished, , in c.1830, and a new house
built 200m 10 the SE, at 5440 5594 (PRN 9675). Thc area is however still gravelled in places, but
much overgrown. NDL 2004
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Stage 2: Ceredigion

Llanfihangel Ystrad, Llanllyr Abbey PRN 50142: skeich plan of area showing sites
mentioned in the text
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50143

SN19954580

Liangoedmor

LLANGOEDMOR PARISHH CHURCH;ST CYNLLO'S
CHURCHYARD

Earthwark/A

Other;Built over

Grass, Trees;Building

Early Medieval

ECL

5305

Hill slope/gentlef/

E-W/

West facing slope

Lies between Nant Cynllo, which forms its S edge, and another unname

Fairly wide views all round

Early medieval B site, ie. medium probability carly medieval origins. Churchyard occupied by the
medicval Llangocdmor parish church PRN 5305, which was largely rebuill in 1830-32, and possibly
before that, in the 17th - 18th cenmtury. It was listed, as ‘Llanloidmar' and ‘Llangoydmaur, in the
“Taxatio' of 1291. It may have been a Welsh foundation, Ceredigion remaining in Welsh hands during
most of the 12th and 13th centurics. However, it derives its name from, and may have been a de novo
foundation within, the Anglo-Norman demesne of Coed Mawr, which belonged to the lords of
Cardigan Castle (Rees 1932). But in the "Taxatio', the church was described as ‘portionary', jc. a
benefice divided beiween the church and powerfu! laymen or “portionarics’, n form of patronage that
normally arose out of pre-Conquest, mixed lay/clerical clas communitics (Evans 1992, 33-38).
Perhaps, in this persisiently Welsh area of west Wales, such portionaries persisted beyond the
Anglo-Nerman conquest. A “portion' was granted to the Premonstratensian Talley Abbey, Carms., in
€. 1200 (Owen 1893, 42}, and the “Taxatio' records that, in 1291, onc portion belonged to Tailey, the
other(s) presumably in lay hands until appropriated by the Bishops of 5t Davids in the late 13th
century. The subrectangular churchyard is post-medieval in its present form, and was probably
remodelled in the 19th century wnder the Plas Llangoedmor estate. It lics between two streams, in a
fairly fenile area. Unforunately no pood-quality aerial photographs were available for this site. The
church is dedicated 10 the "Celtic' S1 Cynllo, a popular cult in this region, and so could date fo any
period of the middle ages, There were formerly two free chapels in the pasish, at Mwnt and Llechryd
{PRNs 5226 & 5324), both of which later became patish churches. NDL 2004
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SN603839

Llangorwen

LLANGORWEN

ECCLESIASTICAL ESTABLISHMENT;CHAPEL? Early Medieval
Documents; Earthwork/U

Rough pasture

Grass;rushes

Pri

12439
Flood plain///

Afon Clamch is 125m to 8. Bronze Age cremation cemetery PRNs 8

Wide views to W and E up and down Dyffryn Clarach

Early medieval B site, ie. medium probability carly medieval origins. Site of chapelry to Llanbadarn
Fawr, which had gone by 1800. A new church, dedicated 10 All Saints and the head of a new parish of
Llangorwen, was established on a de novo sitc, c.75m to the south, in 1841 (PRN 5142). The
medieval chapel was probably a Welsh foundation, Ceredigion remaining in Welsh hands during most
of the 12th and 13th centuries. However, it may have carlier origins. The ‘Life of St Padarn' ( Vita
Sancti Paterni’), compiled in the late 11th century, locates Padarn's “cell' within an area that was
subject to a Tth century land-grant 10 Padam, by King Maelgwn. This area lay ‘north of the Afon
Rheidol and south of the Afon Clarach' (Thomas 2003, 97-99). The author calls the cell ‘ecclesia
media Crucis Agiae', or “(middle} church of the holy cross' {ibid). There are several contenders for
this site (including the dated early medieval cemelery 2t Plas Gogerddan?), and Charles Thomas
considers Llangorwen fo be a possible candidate (ibid.). Indeed, the later setilement at Llangorwen is
named “The Cross' on 18th century estate maps. However, it may merely have been named after 1he
cross roads around which it developed, and the name “Llangorwen' is also recorded during the 18th
century. Nevertheless, it has been suggested that the "Gorwen' element may be derived from the name
of Padam's holy staff - "Cyrwen' (Wmflrc 1998). Llangorwen is directly on the limit of Padam's
land-grant and ‘onc can envisage the placing of an emblem (such as an image of a holy relic) of a
particular church on the boundary of its lands' (ibid.). In addition, during construction of the 19th
century church PRN 5142, an urn containing human bone was encountered, and more ums were found
during grave-digging, in an arca “blackened by fire’ (Briggs 1994, 198) PRNs 8925, 8926 and 28236.
This cremation cemetery may have extended over a wider area, suggesting that the medieval chapel
represents a re-used bronze age funerary site. The site lies on the floor of Dyfiryn Clarach, on the edge
of the Afon Clarach floadplain. It is now rough pasture, with rushy arcas, but is potentially fertile land
although it does not appear ever to have been ploughed. There is possible earthwork evidence for both
the chapel and the associated medieval settlement, called “Cronwemn(ew) in the sources (possibly the
"Capel Kilvellen', PRN 11489, shown by Saxion?). A subrectangular hollow lies in the field
immediately north of the present church, measuring approx. 20m E-W and 10m N-§, and very
pronounced on the north and west sides, the nonh side possibly also represenied by a low bank. It may
at least represent the post-Conquest chapel site. Further, amorphous carthworks to the north may be
associated with the medieval setilement.  Unfortunately no  good-quality aerial photographs  were
available for this sitc. NDL 2004
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Liangorwen PRN 50144: sketch plan of area showing features mentioned in the text
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SN31655402

Llangranog

LLANGRANOG PARISH CHURCH;ST CARANOG'S
CHURCHYARD

Documents;Earthwork/U

Other;Built over

Grass;Building

Early Medicval

ECL

5296;16987

Valley slope///

E-w/

South facing slope

Irish Sea coast, and cove, is 550m to W. Ffynnon Ffair well site, PR

Restricted views, mainly to W

Early medicval A site, ie. high probability carly medieval origins, Churchyard occupied by the medieval
Llangranog church PRN 5926, which chapelry 1o Llandysiliogogo parish, that became a parish church
in the post-medieval period. It was entirely (re-)built in 1884 (as post-medieval PRN 16987) in the
same location as, and on the foundations of its predecessor, but nothing was retained from the carlier
fabric. The church, which is dedicated 10 the 'Celtic’ St Carannog, is mentioned in an entry in the "Lifc
of St Carmannog', which has been dated to the carly 12th century (Davies 1982, 208), 1hercfore
pre-dating the main spread of Anglo-Norman influence in the area. It has been suggested that the entry
signifies that Llangranog already existed as a cult centre (O Riain 1994, 384), not necessarily monastic
but presumably on the site of the present church. It occupies a coastal, harbourside location, a
lopographical location which is shared many other carly church sites. The tradition that a stone - the
“Judgement stone' - apparently stoed near the church, but was moved away in the 19th century (Evans
1903, 77}, may refer to the presence of a boundary stone (defining ccclesiastical ownership, or
consccrated ground/sanctuary), if not an ECM. The usc of such boundary stones normally suggests an
carly context and, in turm, it may have been a re-used bronze age standing stonc. Another tradition had
it that & “religious house' called Llety Carannog, once stood at the northwest corner of Llangranog
churchyard (ibid.). The name is sugpestive and may imply thc presence of a second ecclesiastical
structure within the churchyard, possibly a ‘capel-y-bedd’ or (later medieval) chapel erccted over the
grave of a founder (or founding saint). The churchyard is large, and apparently rectilinear although its
boundary is notional rather then physical, lacking a bank or wall. The church stands within 75m
northwest of the former “holy' well (properly o spring) catled Fiynnon Ffair, jc. "St Mary's Well' (PRN
12389). There may be no closc association between this well and the cult of St Carannog, and no
traditions of curative powers or miraculous properties appear to have surrounded it (Jones 1992, 158).
NDL 2004
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Llangybi

LLANGYBI PARISH CHURCH;ST CYBI'S
CHURCHYARD

Earthwork/A

Other; Buikt over

Grass; Trees,Building

Early Medieval

ECL

5145;12425
Valley base/if
E-W/

Associated with cropmark PRN 6237. Afon Dulas runs along S edge o

Restricted views all round

Early medieval C site, je. low probability early medieval origins. Churchyard occupicd by the medieval
Llangybi parish church PRN 12425. It was not listed in 1291, when it may yet to have been raised to
parish status. It was in the patronage of the Bishop of St Davids as a prebend of the colleginte church
of Llanddewi Brefi, but was in joint patronage in 1833 (Lewis, 1833); this appears to be secondary
and not to reflect an carlier, "Welsh' tradition of multiple patronage. However the church, which is
dedicated to the "Celtic' St Cybi, may have carly medieval erigins - the 'Life of St Cybi' from the
carly-mid 12th century (Davies 1982, 208), suggests that Llangybi already existed as a cult centre (
Riain 1994, 384). The churchyard is subcircular (formerly more circular) and is considerably raised
above its surroundings. It lies on the Moor of the Dulas valley, next to the Afon Dulas itself, in the
wider valley landscape of Dyfiryn Teifi. It is associated with a cropmark feature of unknown date
{PRN 6327) which, however, may represent a former field boundary north of the church (shown on
the OS First Edition map of 1891), rather than any larger, outer enclosurc. The site lies within 500m
of the Ffynnon Wen well site, and within 5km of the Roman fort site at Lianio/Bremia. NDL 2004
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Liangynfelyn

LLANGYNFELYN PARISH CHURCH;ST CYNFELYN'S

CHURCHYARD Early Medieval?;Medieval
Earthwork/A

Other;Built over

Grass; Trees;Building

ECL

5431;17366
Local summit///
N-5§/

Sile occupies an island in the coastal marshland of Cors Fochno

Limited views all round

Early medieval D site, ie. possible early medicval origins. Churchyard occupied by the medicval
Llangynfelyn church PRNs 5431 and 17336, a chapelry which became a parish church during the
post-medieval period. It was not listed in the “Taxatio' of 1291. It was probably & Welsh foundation,
Ceredigion remaining in Welsh hands during most of the 12th and 13th centurics. It was in privaie
patronage (Lcwis 1833). The small oval churchyard is considerably raised above ils surroundings and
occupics an ‘island’ within the extensive coastal marshland area of Cors Fochno. The site is dedicated
1o the "Celtic’ St Cynfelyn. NDL 2004
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50148

SN35194394

Liangynllo

LLANGYNLLO PARISH CHURCH;ST CYNLLO'S
CHURCHYARD

Earthwork/B

Other;Built over

Grass; Trees; Building

Early Medieval?;Medieval

ECL

12665;16053

Hill stope/gentlet/

E-W/

South facing slope

365m NE of confluence of Nant Gwylan and Nant Cwmbach. Ffynn

Extensive views to S and SW; Probably would have been intervisible w

Early medieval D site, ic. possible ecarly medieval origins. Churchyard occupicd by the medieval
Llangynllo parish church PRN (2665, which was entirely (re-)built in 1810 and 1870 as post-medieval
PRN 16053. It was not listed in the "Taxatic' of 1291, when it may yet to have been raised 1o parish
status. It was probably a Welsh foundation, Ceredigion remaining in Welsh hands during most of the
12th and 13th centurics. It was held in multiple patronage, by the frecholders of the parish (Lewis
1833), a form of tenure thought 10 have carly medicval origins but which may have persisied into the
post-Conguest period in Cercdigion.  The churchyard, which occupies a south facing hillspur near the
conflucnce of two streams, was formerly oval, and fairly large, but was extended to the west and
landscaped uader the neighbouring Bronwydd Estate during the 19th century.  The site is dedicated 1o
the "Celtic' St Cynllo, the dominant local cult and so the dedication could be from any period within
the Middle Ages. NDL 2004
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Lianilar PRN 50149: sketch plan of churchyard showing sites mentioned in the text
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Cambria Archaeology: Cadw Early Medieval Ecclesiustical Sites Project
Staged Cercdvgion

PFRN: 50150

NGR: SN40495982

Parish: Llanina

Site Name: LLANINA PARISH CHURCH;ST INA'S

Site Type: CHURCHYARD Early Medieval?,Medicval
Form: Earthwork/A

Land Use: Other;Built over

Vegetation: Grass;Building

Site Status:

Area Status:

Ownership: ECL
Part of:

Consists of:

Associnted with: 5656,8297

Siting: Coastal plain/t/

Orientation: N-§/

Aspect:

Proxitnity: On W bank of Afon Llethi, 50m from its mouth on the Irish Sea. Ass

Views: Extensive views, patticularly W out to sea

Description: Early medicval D site, ie. possible ecarly medieval origins. Churchyard occupied by the medieval

Llanina church PRN 8297, a medieval chapelry to Llanarth parish, which became a parish church
during the post-medieval period. It was rebuilt c.1810, as post-medicval PRN 5656, on the same site,
and in the same location as ils predecessor, but nothing was retained from the earlier fabric. It was
probably a Welsh foundation, Ceredigion remaining in Welsh hands during most of the 12th and 13th
centuries, and with Llanarth was a possession of St Davids Cathedral. Possible earlier origins may be
suppested by its location at the mouth of the Afon Llethi, a mere 50m from the Irish Sca coast. The
medium-large  polygonal churchyard occupies a level, exposed area coastal plain. It was associated
with a ?medieval settlement, Llwyn-onn (PRN 10945). The church is dedicated to the "Celiic' St Ima,
who is not 1o be identified with West Saxon King Ina (O Riain 1994, 392). NDL 2004
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50152

SN51256749

Llansantfiraid

LLANSANTFFRAED PARISH CHURCH;ST BRIDGET'S;ST FFRAID'S;ST BRIDE'S
CHURCHYARD Early Medieval?,Medicval
Earthwork/A

Cther;Built over

Grass:Building

ECL

4813;17391
Coastal plain/t/
N-8/

On N bank of the Afon Peris, 265m from its mouth into the Irish Sca.

Extensive views all round, particularly out to sea

Early medieval D site, ic. possible carly medieval origins. Churchyard occupied by the medieval
Llansantifraed parish church, a smal! church consisting of a medicval west tower and a rebuilt chancel
and nave, without structural division, from 1839-41 (given post-medieval PRN 17391}, It was listed,
as ‘Lansenfreyd', in the "Taxatio' of 1291. It had becn granted to Sicbech Commandery by the "Lord'
Rhys ap Gruffudd in c.1176 (Conway Davies 1946, 362-4), and was probably a Welsh foundation,
Ceredigion having remained in Welsh hands during most of the 12th century. It gave its name to the
surtounding gwestfa recorded in 1303 (Dodgshon 1994, 347).  Possible carlier origins may be
sugpesied by a sumber of factors, including its location near the mouth of the Afon Peris, 265m from
the Irish Sea coast. The D-shaped churchyard was formerly circular. It occupies a level, exposed area
coastal plain. The church is dedicated to the 'Celtic' St Bridget/St Ffraed, a dedication nommally
associaled with early contexts. An iron age or Romano-British findspot is somewhcere in the vicinity
(PRN 13159). There was at least one former chapelry in the parish, at the nearby Llanon (PRN 758),
but this is probably very latc medieval. (There appears to be no basis for the claim that a medieval
nunnery was located within Llansantffraed), NDL 2004
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Cambria Archacology: Cadw Early Medieval Ecclesiastical Sites Project
Stage? Ceredigion

50153

SN49384552

Llanwenog

LLANWENOG PARISH CHURCH;ST GWENOG'S;LLANVEYNOG
CHURCHYARD Early Medieval
Earthwork/B

Other;Built over

Grass; Trees;Building

ECL

5636

Hill slope/Gentle//

Subcircular/

East facing slope

Ffynnon Wenog "holy' well site is 12m to SE. Ty'n-y-porth circular ea

Faitly wide views to cast and south

Early medieval B site, ie. medinm probability early medieval origins. Churchyard occupied by the
medieval Lianwenog parish church which was listed, as 'Landgeynok’, in the "Taxatio' of 1291. The
church was possibly the Llangweithenauc' that was ravaged by the Saxons in 982 (Jones 1932, 9 and
n.). A ‘third' of the church had been granted to Whitland Abbey by the carly 13th century (Richard
1935, 356). This may imply that the church was “portionary’, ie. a benefice divided between the church
and powerful laymen or “portionaries’, a form of patronage that normally arose out of pre-Conquest,
mixcd lay/clerical clas communities (Evans 1992, 33.38). Perhaps, in this persistenlly Welsh area of
west Wales, such portionaries persisted beyond the Anglo-Norman conquest. The remainder was in
the hands of the Bishops of St Davids, as a prebend te Llanddewi Brefi, by the 16th ceatury. The
tithes were also held in an unusual, 7"Welsh' form of multiple impropration, being divided into the
Freehold' and the ‘Grange', which in 1833 were shared between the Highmead, Crosswood and
Peterwell estates and the vicar (Lewis 1833). The subcircular churchyard lies near a spring line. It was
formerly more circular, but was cxiended to the cast during the 19th century. A continuous, curving
boundary running approx. north-south, 210m west of the yard, possibly represents the remnant of a
former outer enclosure. It is rather doubtful, but it encompasses - significantly? - the churchyard, the
Ffynnon Wenog well site (PRN 8079}, both a curative and pilgrimage well, a boulder PRN 8100 that
is known locally as the ‘prayer stations' (ic. a possible altar-stone or ‘leacht'?), and a ciccular
carthwork of unknown daie (PRN 9951). The church is dedicated to the "Celtic' 5t Gwenop. The
parish is fairly large parish with three (or four) formet chapels-of-case (PRNs 7516, 8217 & 12391).
Might this relatively large number suggest that they were pilgrimage chapels? around a cult centre at
Llanwenog? (cf. St Davids and Nevern, Pembs., and possibly Llandysul, Cer.). NDL 2004
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Lianwenog PRN 350153: sketch plan of churchyard showing sites mentioned in the text
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NGR:
Parish:
Site Name:
Site Type:

Form:

Land Use:
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Site Status:
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Inscribed stone

Cambria Arehaeology: Cadw Early Medicval Ecclesiastical Sites Project
Stage2 Ceredigion

50154

SN48604241

Llanwenog

CAPEL WHYL;CAPPEL WYL;CRUG Y CHWIL;CRUG Y WHYL;CRUG Y WIIL
FINDSPOT;ECCLESIASTICAL Early Medieval
ESTABLISHMENT;CHAPEL?;CEMETERY?;ROUND

BARROW REUSE

Findspot;Documents

Rough pasture

Grass

Pri

750,5908,7516;8209
Local summit/if

Afon Teifi is 200m to SE. Bron-cwrt is 600m to N. Round barrow P

Extensive views all round

Early medicval B site, ie. medium probability corly medieval origins. Site of Capel Whyl, one of the
four chapels-of-ease to Llanwenog parish. It was still standing in 1796, when it was ‘destroyed’
{Meyrick 1810, 187-192), and now lacks any above-ground evidence. The site occupies the summil of
a pronounced, natural mound or knoll in the Teifi floodplain, probably glacial, called Crug-y-chwil'
{Meyrick 1810, 187, Cooper 2001); it has been given the PRN 590R. During the post-Conquest
period, Capel Whyl was the prange chapel of Rhuddlan Deifi Grange. The grange formed pant of the
foundation grant of the Premonstratensian Talley Abbey by the 'Lord’ Rhys ap Gruffudd in the 1180s.
Rhuddlan is mentioned in the "Mabinogion', as the "Court of Pryderi' (Jones and Jones 1949, 48), and
appears 1o represent a  pre-Conquest, high-status  secular estate, belonging 1o the Princes of
Dcheubarth, by whom it was later granted to the lavouritc monastic house. The grange was acquired
by the Cistercian Whitland Abbey in ¢.1200, at Talleys' expense (Owen 1893). When demolished in
1796, the fabric of the chapel, which was built on a ‘cairn', was found 1o contain a 5th-6th century
Group 1 ECM (Edwards forthcoming). This 'caim' may have been a bronze age round barrow, which
the ECM suggests was re-used as an carly cemetery that was later developed, with the addition of a
chapel, and persisted into the post-Conquest period suggesting a long history of burial. Hs continuing
high status is supgested by its donation, by a powerful Welsh prince, to his personal monastic
foundation. The grange nucleus was probably c.600m the nosth, where recent geophysical survey by
Lampeter University students - in a field named ‘Bren-ewrn' (NGR SN 48% 430) - has identified
possible buricd features (nb, also possible cropmarks at NGR SN 4881 4330). Does the site represent
the early medieval estate core or ‘lys', represented as the "Court of Pryderi' in the Mabinogion?
Unfortunately it was not possible to visit this site in 2003. I is howcver part of a Tir Golfal
management agreement in which ‘no specific management recommendations' were made (Cooper
2001, 7). NDL 2004
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Stone 01 Group 1 ECM PRN 750 from this site with 5th-6th c. Latin and
Ogam inscription in NMGW
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Nantcwnlle

NANTCWNLLE PARISH CHURCH;ST CYNLLO:;ST GWYNLLEU

CHURCHYARD Early Medieval?;Medicval
Documents

Other;Built over

Grass; Trees;Building

ECL

4787,17368

Hill slope/Moderate/!

E-W/

West facing slope

Pen-y-gaer iron age hillfort PRN 4791 is 220m to 5. Two springs rise

Limited views to W

Early medicval D site, ic. possible carly medieval origins. Churchyard occupicd by the medieval
Mantcwnlle parish church PRN 4787, which was lisied, as 'Nantwenclen', in the "Taxatio' of 1291. The
church was probably a Welsh foundation, Cercdigion remaining in Weish hands during most of the
12th and 13th centuries. 1t was an cpiscopal grange chapel, as a prebend of the collegiate church at
Llanddewi Breft, by 1326; it was possibly a later medieval acquisition of St Davids, having been in
privalc patronage at an carlier date?, ie. the tithes were lithes were divided between the prebendary
and the vicar. The large, suboval churchyard was formerly more oval, but the east end was
“straightcned-out during the 19th century. 11 lies at the head of a small valley, on the aerthern slopes of
Dyffryn Acron, and two springs risc 100m southwest of the site. It lies 220m north of Pen-y-gaer iron
age hillfot PRN 4791 and James has suggested that the churchyard may be associated with the
hillfort, possibly indicating iron age origins for both sites, representing a ‘paired site” where partible
inheritance meant that the cemetery/churchyard may have become a kin burial ground through gift or
the presence of a founder's grave (James 1994, 405). The churchyard is now nuclear 1o an early
post-medieval field pattern. 1t has been sugpesied that the original, "Celtic’ dedication was to St
Gwynlleu (O Riain 1994, 391), the 5t Cynllo dedication being a later corruption . NDL 2004
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Penbryn

PENBRYN PARISH CHURCH;ST MICHAEL'S;LLANFIHANGEL PENBRYN
CHURCHYARD Early Medieval
Building/A

Other;Built over

Grass;Building

ECL

5397

Hill slope/Mederate//

Circular/

South facing slope

Afon Hoffnant is 120m to E. Irish Sea coast is 285m to NW.

Limited views to S

Early medieval C site, ie. low-probability early medicva) origins. Chuschyard occupied by the largely
unrestored , medieval Penbtyn parish church PRN 5937, which was listed, as "St Michael of Penbryn'
(or Llanfihange] Penbryn), in the “Taxatio' of 1291. The church was probahly a Welsh foundation,
Ceredigion remaining in Welsh hands during most of the 12th and 13th centuries. [t was pranted to
Talley Abbey in c.1200 (Owen 1893, 42). It may have carlier origins. The smallish, circular churchyard
lies on the south-facing fank of a coastal hill, 285m from the rocky Irish sea coast, near the mouth of
the Afon Hoffnant. Possible bronze ape cremations, +for a barrow, are said o have been recorded in
the churchyard (Williams 1905). The "Michael' dedication may be carly (O Riain 1994, 393), possibly
pre-Conquest? It may have been the mother-church of Cwmwd lscoed - the medicval parish was
formerly very large with numerous chapelries, may of them later becoming parish churches, NDL 2004
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Penbryn

DYFFRYN BERN

FINDSPOT;ROUND BARROW REUSE?
Finds

Pasture

Grass

SAM

Early medieval

Pri

2096;2097;2097
Hill slope/Genile//

Northwest facing slope

[tish Sea coast is 710m to the NW. Penbryn parish churchyard PRN 5

Fairly wide views ta N, and to NE down unnamed stream valley

Early medieval A site, ie. high-probability carly medicval origins. Possible bronze age round barrow
PRN 2098, rc-used for Romano-British cremation buria) PRN 2097, and findspot of Group 1 ECM
PRN 2096. The Group | Latin-inscribed stone PRN 2096 was first mentioned by Edward Lhuyd in the
late 17th century when it lay beside a caimn in a field called - significantly - 'Parc Cerrig y Lluniay’
(‘ficld on the stone with lines') near Dyflryn Bern Famm, 710m inland from the Irish Sea coast
{Edwards forthcoming). The caim occupied a slight rise in the centre of the field, It was levelled in
¢.1806 when it was reported to contain ashes and some Roman coins, and Ind century
Romano-British  black-burnished ware cooking-pot, now in NMGW, CardifT, interpreted as a
Romano-British cremation PRN 2097 (ibid.). The cairn may therefore have been a Remano-British
barrow burial, or a re-used bronze age round barrow (PRN 2098), The ECM - which is a memorial to
one Corbalengus, bearing the inscription "of Corbalengus, he lies, an Ordovician' - suggests that the
barrow was again (re-jused in the 5th - early 61h century for the burial of a post-Roman, 7high status
individual (ibid.), and may represent an examiple of an ‘important personage who opted for burial
within a wild, isolated place’ (cf. Cornish cxamples in Preston-Jones 1992, 122). However, no burial
accompanying the ECM was recognised in c.1806. Morcover there is at present no cvidence to
suggest the presence of any further carly medieval burials. No good-quality acrial photographs were
available from this site, and nothing is visible on the low-resolution www.old-maps.co.uk, The
slonc has been re-crecled in the centre of the natural rise {forming a slight platezu) in the feld, close to
the site of the ?barrow. It is a Scheduled Ancient Monument, but has not been fenced off and the field
has been recently ploughed or harrowed close to the stone. NDL 2004
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Group | ECM PRN 2096 5th - 6th c. Latin inscription
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Caron-Is-Clawdd

TREGARON PARISH CHURCH:ST CARON'S

CHURCH Early Medieval
Earthwork/A

Other;Built over

Grass; Frees;Building

ECL

5136,8110;8111;8112;8113
Valley base/l/
E-W/

Afon Brennig runs along N side of site. Central to medieval town’ of T

Limited views

Early medieval B site, ie. medium-probability carly medieval origins. Churchyard occupied by the
medieval Tregaron parish church PRN 5136 (now divided ns Caron-is-clawdd parish), The church was
listed, as "Camoun' or ‘Caraoun’, in the “Taxatic' of 1291, and had been rtecorded in 1284 {Soulsby
1983, 255). It was in the patronage of the Bishops of St Davids. A third of the tithes were
appropriated 1o Strata Florida Abbey in 1339 (Evans nd., 3) but in 1406 the benefice was assigned as
a prebend to the collegiate church of Llanddewi Brefi (ibid). The church was probably a Welsh
foundation, Ceredigion remaining in Welsh hands during most of the I2th and 13th centuries.
However, it may have carlier origins, The oval/subcircular churchyard is considerably raised above its
surroundings, while the church stands on a pronounced mound. This may be a re-used bronze age
round barrow, but given its valley-floor location is probably more likely to represent a natwral, glacial
drumlin. A Group | ECM (PRN 81i0) and two Group 11 ECMs (PRNs B1l1-8112) were first
recorded within the church and/or churchyard (Edwards forthcoming), where they may have been +i-
in situ?. The churchyard is central, and nuclear 1o the medicval ‘lown' of Tregaron (PRN 12967),
which has the informal, Welsh morphology typical of a ‘wreflan’. The pansh is large (although
containing a substantial upland element), and may or may not be coterminous with a pre-Conquest
parochium. The church is dedicated to the “Celtic' St Caron, who may be equated with St Carannog
(O Riain 1994, 388). NDL 2004
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Stone 03 Tihree ECMs PRNs RI110-8(12 from Tregaron church and
churchyard
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