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Thomas Davies was born in 1846 on a larm In Trelech, Carmarthanshire. As
a young man ha found work in Ponl

rpridd in & small candle-maoking factory
Ha worked there for a lew years until

: the cwner decitded (O retiro. As neither
of the owner' s s5ons wore interested In candlo-making, ha made up s mind

o close the facliory, Howewvar, he told Thomas Davies and anothar of his
workmen thal he wanted them to sel up a candle-making faciory in tha
Rhondda Valley, and that if they did he would sal tham up with most of tha
necessary machinery. He gave tham a day off and senl tham up the Rhondda
Vallsy to find o suilable place lo starl. When the other man saw the Rhandda,

ha decided that he could not stay there, so back they went o el the boss
who said the deal was off and hay could go their own ways

Thomas retumed Lo the Rhondda Valley

is | _which he nlar'la-:] in 1675. Il became known as Tha
E’:ﬂﬂﬂﬂ Eﬂguﬁ; { was assantinl was plenty of running walsr, and In
there was a good slzed stream running down from tha mutlhﬁ&
across the area which becama known as Partridge Square and down in )
river. There was no road over the bndge o Sherwood, no hnuﬁm. nnm uﬁ
hm’-plmmt a road coming up trom Trealaw, with a steep slope down

rver, an equally steep slope up the olher side. Thera wera a lew scafiered
larms and a few shops in Tonypandy.,

and choss whal seemead 10 be a

' down 2 sleep
Thero were two ways of crossing the river, one by going
winding path 1o unmﬁﬂ narmow plank thrown ACross the rivier, 1;::11_ ';!:ﬂﬂ g :
stsep winding path which came up onto ihe mad from Elmmndm o “maﬂ:l“ i
The ather way which had Lo be taken by the cans. or wiar Btha Nlorhbal
high, was \o lake the road up to the Partridge Hn’tuﬁ:ﬂﬁiﬁum
whers there was B bridge, and retum through Sha

al
When the faciory started 1l was lits more than a shed, The'e FICS P f il
afy kind down 1o thao raad_and for some time Thamas Lay 8 rowd wWaE
to make one. During the winter the and betwean tha [ O and agent 1o build
a sea of mud, Eventually he was given permisaion by Tl
a road. and this ha his workman did in Ihelr spard : bridge
cinders from Lha coll rds, carling then all tha wa Emmndd e
and graduslly made o . nl'gm cindgr :;; ﬁﬂﬂt:n T i was e
whre a ch now standa thera wis ' mployed a
lor two }ﬁru;ﬂ‘lﬁlmply io fill I in. Thomas and the other men ho &
helpad when thay had @ spare hour

warg lallow
When the factory started, fife was very hard, The E8IEEC Sl gy by
candles tr a3 Iney were usually called il @ kitchen table, Al
hand Tha wicks wera mada on o primilive framo nd of each ball was
and was A drawer mmzsgolll of cotton. The B0 The rod wos
drarem ihrough @ piecn of slotied wood and fastenad 18 & (0, CPi The
0 mumm the frama mﬁ“ﬁmﬁ'ﬂ Shich wesra hung on sticks
WETH twisiad to ma
on a circular frame cafled a roundabout ready for 1o dipning:
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({al was collecied
wWas rad in large Iron bollers, First of mll the o
Tfrr:ﬁu'li"ljnutthgr? ﬁd slaughtar houses and bolled o extract the Lallow. The
tallow was (han strained and th

a sediment pressed Into flal cakes. These
were called ‘gra

ves' and were sold to the larmers as faod for thei gltﬁﬂ Tha
nure tallow was kepl warm in large lron vals and ong man slowly
wicks into the tallow. Some of tha lallow

pped the
would adhere o the
stick would ba returmed 1o the roundaboul to dry.

wicks and fnis
He continued with this
procadure until all the wicks had been dippe
over aga

d and then start dipping them &
in until the candles weare of the requ
workman was

red thickness and weight. The

id a penny a stick, and he could nol wark whan tha weather
was hol as the tallow would melt. So th
could dunn

made as many candles as ey
the winler, somelimes wnerzlnn through the night, including
Thomas and his wite Anne

Thomas and Anne had twelve children, whao as soon as Ih mmﬂu:ﬂ’m
had to help with the work. [t was generally the boys who helped in
twisting the cotion. bundling or poundi
delivery o the

them for
ng the candles, and packing
“The giris wera needed for nursing the babies and heipng
in thé house. The eldest d

hier Edith, recalled o nbﬂh‘!’”pﬂ“w'" .
where later a hospital was bullt, and after pulling the 1o lie on ﬁ fre
she would crochel lace edging using balls of catton from the f% a!
springlime she would gather bunches of primroses which wers
aroaindg.

When the children’s hands bacame rough o chapped with working. thay
gt hﬂhg-:. inta fhe warm tallow which soon soothed them

Sametimas
wonild beg the man in charge of the bailer to give them a kidney
balling down the offal. and they would enjoy eating them.

A and ¢
When enough candies were ready, Thomas would load up the :'h. wirer 0
and drive around dalivering them 1o his cuslomors D“"mﬂﬂ"ﬂ ns of W*_u
demand was very high, as lallow candies ware tha on m‘ﬂﬂl'#.
Tho colliers them whils working the coal levels b H‘lﬂl 20
sunk. When the tunnel was cul through the mountain 1o Aber The [l
candles used for lighting were suppiled by the Rhondda [3CI8°F %
also supplied most of the grocars, although soma of them
Iheir oan needs in their sheds or cellars,

=

thoso wers Yary '-““ﬂ'“ pred
number of yoars Tha Chandiery was the only one of Iugmrmﬂa’ IM
Eventuaily the demand fof lallow candles reduced as N8 EE0 L, e 8
cama ont the marksl, 5o In aboul 1490 Thomas changed
ol compogites .,
This maant a ate reorganisation of his as s
made by maching. Tallow was no longar m“ﬂﬂi
parnfin wax. This wos otiained Ly refining cruda @2 and oo
&% scale. Al thal Ume 1| wos imporied fram America

ok that had 1o be mohed n wooden vals, (fon yals of -
matal ‘:'W;J!d i eoteas of thn wis Bnd peo
Recousg

R
his, steam healing had 10 be introd . d A
substance called ‘sloang’ wise addod to make the candien st
niheETaise thay would haves maliad al nosary lOW : .
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his stearine from Belgium, as this was the basl availablo at the Uma Whan
the wax was ready, it was drained into lron vals wihilch ware linad with anamel

and kopt warm In rendiness for pouring into the moulds

-andles
Al aboutl the same Ume as changing o tha production of wax car

Thomas began making scap. He started by making rough soap lor scounng
and housewark and later reflined his technique 1o makae loiel soap, which he

called Swealheon soap. A sample of this is at S1. Fagans Welsh Folk Museum
iogelhar with other itlems from the factory,

nca aach

I plarying on

The children continued to help with the work and were paid t

Saturday for thoir weeks work. When time allowad they enjo;
the mounlainside, coming home with sticks cairying dead u.nd{:; of bunches

ol wild Nowaors

H. Each Good Frida thoy and other families would visil the well of Mar Sand al
and Fim?c with buns and pop. The older childran first want 1o school

P
| whe was held i the font room of & poftage tn Trealaw, Latsr, when
| Egm"’m m'g-:'-"- tha Scolch Schoal for the children of w?i-.llu.m thery wenl ﬂﬁu' To
| ® schao! they had 1o go down a sleep path, cross a narmow |
| anad climb @ sleep p:.{h on tha?;alhar side. They loak with them the maney -
!‘jr"E“ education; a penny a weok for Standard One, twopence for Stancar
,ﬁ' nce for Standard Three and sa on. Whan the weather was Tﬁ
" mﬁﬂwﬁﬁjﬂl“ wis slippery. they somelimes fell and loat their money
' Mt | In & latter from the school, so eventually an arfangement was
' B their father to pay the school quarterly for all his children

[ miﬂ“""ml"ﬁﬂmﬂ came once a year o examine tha children, and s
| WMMFHL Every child wore their besl clothes and there was greal
SAUicalg g 0 UP @ class |f they passed their tests. They ware given a
Willed gorr . 0% thal they had passed. The best knitters amongst the girls

& crvniar of Lhe colllery, lways in hl codours
: '“mhﬁmumurqm“ﬂm_ colliery. These ware always
T R AD

! - ”'*‘l'ﬂﬂnTm bk
% ypandy, ¢o mosl ilems wors Lin
ﬂMWnr'“m““"'”“{M”MMmhrﬂn el chickens
bm“"'\,*m:ﬁmumlﬂm Thmnuman duck te his best

ant plucking ond dressing about forty birds.

!
1. “"'Hl'huﬂl |
- ;gu:““*ﬁm.l sa2nay from his customers on horseback and usually carmied
| id-uh"""ﬂhmlﬂlnhnmmummrnunn.r.hrﬂ-ptwm:m

Al until ol s came (nto use Thomas bought
] lemach 1. and it was kot oul of thair reach
t'"“‘“"lﬂlﬂﬂnmmm-umhmnmmm

' P8 thin hisd happened slaewhere

Eintaddioday h-‘l"r-ﬂm: Daviea foun

dind in 1004 nt e ogs of 59
""““""W-Th!mu-rﬂmmmf?
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's memories are shaped by two things, The first baing events, i
{ belng people who cause these events, | thank both Helen Fort
itor of the Journal for awakening the events and people of m
sod, and with them bringing back to me my own childnood memi
awl

Mr T. Leo, 33 Lodge Causoway, Fishponds, Bristol BS16 3JA

New GFHS Booklet Publications

ive 3 miscellansous publications this quaner. First is Ferale Case
\qaﬂlun Asylum, near Bridgend These cover lhe admissions re
1865 10 1902, and are Indexsd by surnama, then foranames, the
mission, whether thoy were married, widowed or single, some
iation listed, the dalo of admission or readmission, and
od they're expenses, and then what happenad o the ladies whe
ready for discharge from the asylum, either lo go home or to 8
M. For many it was just a shon stay, as the asylums was used at
lals, as so0n as they recovered, they wore releasad, never (o retu
ome others, | was readmission after readmission, until they st&
‘anently or died, in the last column is the volume and P::?' numt
}FPH'JErn'.. There Is also a burial register, surname indexed for botf
5 fmale gnuuntu for the 2 asylums of Angellon and Parc GwyllL, and <
10 1926, mast were buried In the Chapel that was in the asylum G
Wh a few exceptions In a public cemetery.

ASE NOTE:» these regislers are ke mwnﬂ
. pt In @n oulside reposi
ardernd in, (usually they are brought in on @ Monday).

moargan R
‘Bﬂ:'gmm‘:imm Ulfice in the firsl inslance. (There Is a 100 year clost

® ¢ publication is a Maerthyr Tydfil U . ts and LI$
nlon, “Abstrac

“m'P"r'l The Unilon muhmﬂuui;ryr arge area and the old ﬂﬁ

t”;"":N'T Tyall, Abardare, Hirwaun, Golligoer, Penderyn, F ' %ﬂﬂ“

0 onahire, these haove been surname Indexed, with "'mﬂ'

m:bgl P’t?m' (In thalr own homes), In-door Paupers. (in ",:g o hsl C

Weln fphons, Lunatics, the Aberdare Tralining Eﬂ""d,;.dy;.l Offs

0 ook  tha
vorsosrs (he nod aftar the affairs of the Union. .9



