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Introduction 

 

The following diagrams and reports form part of an Industrial Archaeology archive that was originally held 

at Plas Tan y Bwlch now digitised for inclusion in the Historic Environment Record. 

 

They are some of the results of a practical surveying course carried out by volunteers, based at the 

Snowdonia National Park Study Centre, Plas Tan y Bwlch, Maentwrog, for a week in August over many 

years, primarily studying the slate industry.  Some work was also carried out on metal mine sites. 

 

Conglog Slate Quarry was surveyed during the same week as Wrysgan Slate Quarry, led by Dr MJT Lewis 

of Hull University and Merfyn Williams from the Plas. 

 

The course members involved with Conglog were: 

 

Dafydd Walter Davis 

Ian Devine 

Iris Glen 

Wyn Glen 

Ross Harrison 

Stuart Holm 

Graham Isherwood 

John Poulter 

Robert Pratt 

Ian Walters 

 

 

The records in the HER are individual and in number order.  Each record starts with the numbered datasheet 

giving details of the record.  There can be gaps in the numbering, left to allow for additional material should 

it transpire, and sometimes for expected material that never arrived… 

 

The pages following this in the introduction are of the indices, both Alphabetic by Subject and by Document 

type.  Also, there is the full database.  Original document; this category has become less relevant with time 

with CAD drawings and computer-generated reports etc. 

 

Scales are as drawn but it is very unlikely that they will print out accurately 

 

Individuals are only identified by initials in the database but usually they are identified on the record itself.   

All, surviving, group members are happy for their material to be available but please refer to Heneb, 

Gwynedd, HER for conditions/restrictions to their onward use. 

 

Some reports may have notes for jobs to be done if a further visit was possible – but given the limitations of 

having one week per year for the surveys this was frequently not possible.  If any users of these records can 

fill in any of the gaps, please contact Heneb:Gwynedd HER 

 

 

Celia Hancock, July 2025 

 

 



 

Conglog Slate Quarry Alphabetic by subject 

Subject Doc No Doc Type Drawing Type 

Chronology CG020 report 

Companies CG018-l report 

Company, New Conglog S & S Co Ltd CG018-2 report 

Drumhouse, Floor C CGOIO drawing plan 

Employment CG019-1 report 

Employment CG019-2 graph 

Hut, near mill CG008 drawing plan/elev/sect 

Incline, from workings to mill CGOII-3 report 

Incline, lower, included in Cwmorthin sale, 1900 CG026 report 

Land ownership, Moelwyn - Rhiwbryfdir CG001-9A map map 

Land ownership, property boundaries CGOOI-98 map plan 

'-- Launder pillars CG005 drawing plan 

Map, agreement Gore-Rhosydd-Roberts CGOOI-8 map annotation 

Map, early OS CGOOl-1 map 

Map, early OS CGOOl-3 map map 

Map, early OS CGOOI-38 map map 

Map, early OS CGOOI-4 map 

Map, early OS CGOOl-5 map 

Map, early OS, boundary alteration? CGOOI-3A map map 

Map, for takenote CGOOI-6 map map 

Map, lease Gore-Roberts, alteration CGOOl-7 map annotation 

Map, OS, tramway route CG002-3 map annotation 

Map. tramway lease CG002-2 map annotation 

Mill CG003-2 drawing plan 

Mill CG003-3 drawing plan 

Mill. area plan CG003-l drawing plan 

Mine Inspectors reports CG023 report 

Output CG019-I report 

Output CG019-2 graph 

Overall Site Plan CGOOI-2 map annotation 

Owners and agents CGOI7 report 

People CG025 report 

Pillar C. near open chambers CG012 drawing plan/elevations 

Plant, list and valuation CGOI6-3 report 

Plant, list, in sale advertisement CG016-2 report 

Price list for slates CGOI5 reference 

Report from unknown book CG024-l report 

Report, as in 024-1 CG024-2 report 
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Subject Doc No Doc Type Drawing Type 

Rhosydd railway plan (down Cwmorthin) CG002-I map plan 

Sale advertisement, in newspaper CG016-1 report 

Smithy CG007 drawing plan 

Stackyard area CG004 drawing plan 

Surface Features CG014-2 map annotation 

Tramway, Croesor, traffic figures CG021 report 

Underground workings CGOI3-l drawing plan 

Underground workings CG013-2 drawing plan 

Underground workings CG013-4 report 

Underground workings, Glyn Festiniog CGOI3-3 drawing plan 

Underground, lower trial adit CG014-I drawing plan 

Water Supplies, agreements with Rhosydd CG022 report 

Water supply system CGOII transcribed 

Water Supply system CGOII-1 report 

Water Supply system CGOII-2 map annotation 

Water Supply system CGOll-3 report 

Water Supply system CGOII-4 map annotation 

Weighhouse, Floor C CG009 drawing plan/elevations 

Wheel pit CG006 drawing plan 
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Conglog Slate Quarry Index by Document Type 

Doc Type Subject Drawing Type Doc No 

drawing Drumhouse, Floor C plan CGOlO 

drawing Hut, near mill plan/elev/sect CG008 

drawing Launder pillars plan CGOOS 

drawing Mill plan CGOOJ-2 

drawing Mill plan CGOOJ-3 

drawing Mill, area plan plan CGOOJ-1 

drawing Pillar C, near open chambers plan/elevations CG012 

drawing Smithy plan CG007 

drawing Stackyard area plan CG004 

drawing Underground workings plan CG013- l 

drawing Underground workings plan CG013-2 

drawing Underground wor~ings, Glyn Festiniog plan CG013-3 

drawing Underground, lower trial adit plan CG014-l 

drawing Weighhouse, Floor C plan/elevations CG009 

drawing Wheel pit plan CG006 

graph Employment CG019-2 

graph Output CG0 19-2 

map Land ownership, Moelwyn - Rhiwbryfdir map CG001 -9A 

map Land ownership, property boundaries plan CGOO I-98 

map Map, agreement Gore-Rhosydd-Roberts annotation CGOOl-8 

map Map, early OS CGOOl-1 

map Map, early OS CGOOl-4 

map Map, early OS CGOOl-5 

map Map, early OS map CGOOl-3 

map Map, early OS map CGOOl -38 

map Map, early OS, boundary alteration? map CGOOl-JA 

map Map, for takenote map CGOOl-6 

map Map, lease Gore-Roberts, alteration annotation CGOOl-7 

map Map, OS, tramway route annotation CG002-3 

map Map, tramway lease annotation CG002-2 

map Overall Site Plan annotation CGOOl -2 

map Rhosydd railway plan (down Cwrnorthin) plan CG002-l 

map Surface Features annotation CG014-2 

map Water Supply system annotation CGOll-2 

map Water Supply system annotation CGOll-4 

reference Price list for slates CGOIS 

report Chronology CG020 

report Companies CG018-J 

report Company, New Conglog S & S Co Ltd CG0 18-2 
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Doc Type Subject Drawing Type Doc No 

report Employment CG019-l 

report Incline, from workings to mill CGOll-3 

report Incline, lower, included in Cwmorthin sale, 1900 CG026 

report Mine Inspectors reports CG023 

report Output CG019-I 

report Owners and agents CG017 

report People CG025 

report Plant, list and valuation CG016-3 

report Plant, list, in sale advertisement CG016-2 

report Report from unknown book CG024-l 

report Report, as in 024-1 CG024-2 

report Sale advertisement, in newspaper CG016-1 

report Tramway, Croesor, traffic figures CG021 

report Underground workings CG013-4 

report Water Supplies, agreements with Rhosydd CG022 

report Water Supply system CG011-1 

report Water Supply system CGOll-3 

transcribed Water supply system CG011 
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Conglog Slate Quarry 04/0412025 

Doc No Subject Grid Ref Doc Date Doc Type Scale Drawing Type Drawing Medium 

CG001-1 Map, early OS SH668 466 1964 map 2.5" to 1 mile photocopy 
CG001-2 Overall Site Plan SH668 466 2005 map 25" to 1 mile annotation photocopy 
CG001-3 Map, early OS SH668 466 1888 map 25" to 1 mile map photocopy 
CG001-3A Map, early OS, boundary alteration? SH668 466 1888 map 25" to 1 mile map photocopy 
CG001 -3B Map, early OS SH 668 466 1888 map 6" to 1 mile map photocopy 
CG001-4 Map, early OS SH668466 1919 map 25"to 1 mile photocopy 
CG001-5 Map, early OS SH 668466 1920 map 6" to 1 mile photocopy 
CG001-6 Map, for takenote SH 668466 1866 map ? map photocopy 
CG001-7 Map, lease Gore-Roberts, alteration SH 668 466 1868 map 1" to 12ch annotation photocopy, colour 
CG001-8 Map, agreement Gore-Rhosydd-Roberts SH 668466 1871 map 1"to8chs annotation photocopy, colour 
CG001 -9A Land ownership, Moelwyn- Rhiwbryfdir 1836 map ? map photocopy 
CG001-9B Land ownership, property boundaries 1980? map ? plan tracing 
CG002-1 Rhosydd railway plan (down Cwmorthin) SH 67 46 1855 map red plan photocopy 

CG002-2 Map, tramway lease SH 67 46 1874 map 1"to 2 chs annotation photocopy 
CG002-3 Map, OS, tramway route SH 67 46 1919 map red annotation photocopy 
CG003-1 Mill, area plan SH669 466 2005 drawing 1/32" to 1ft plan CAD 
CG003-2 Mill SH6695 4660 2005 drawing 1/32" to 1ft plan CAD 
CG003-3 Mill SH 6695 4660 1981 drawing 1:200 plan photocopy 
CG004 Stackyard area SH6693 4657 2005 drawing 1120" to 1ft plan CAD 
CG005 Launder pillars SH 66904665 2005 drawing 1:300 plan CAD 
CG006 Wheelpit SH 6697 4657 2005 drawing 1/8" to 1ft plan CAD 
CG007 Smithy SH 6692 4670 2005 drawing 1/8" to 1ft plan CAD 
CG008 Hut, near mill SH 67004661 2005 drawing 1/8" to 1ft plan/elev/sect CAD 
CG009 Weighhouse, Floor C SH 668 467 2005 drawing 1:100 plan/elevations CAD 
CG010 Drumhouse, Floor C SH 668 467 2005 drawing 1:100 plan CAD 
CG011 Water supply system SH 668 466 2025 transcribed comp gen 

CG011 -1 Water Supply system SH 668 466 1982 report ink 
CG011 -2 Water Supply system SH 668466 1982 map annotation photocopy 
CG011 -3 Water Supply system SH 668466 1982 report photocopy 
CG011 -3 Incline, from workings to mill SH 668466 1982 report photocopy 
CG011 -4 Water Supply system SH 668 466 1982 map annotation photocopy 
CG012 Pillar C, near open chambers SH 668 466 1982 drawing 1" to 2ft plan/elevations photocopy 
CG013-1 Underground workings SH 668 466 1982 drawing 66' to 1 mile plan pencil 
CG013-2 Underground workings SH 668466 1903? drawing 66' to 1 mile plan photocopy 
CG013-3 Underground workings, Glyn Festiniog SH 668466 1903 drawing plan photocopy 
CG013-4 Underground workings SH 668466 2005 report comp prints 
CG014-1 Underground, lower trial adit SH 667 465 1982 drawing 1"to 10' plan pencil 
CG014-2 Surface Features SH 668466 1982 map 25" to 1 mile annotation photocopy 
CG015 Price list for slates 1906 reference photocopy 
CG016-1 Sale advertisement, in newspaper 1891 report photocopy 
CG016-2 Plant, list, in sale advertisement 1891 report photocopy 
CG016-3 Plant, list and valuation 1892 report photocopy 
CG017 Owners and agents 1982 report photocopy 
CG018-1 Companies 1982 report photocopy 
CG018-2 Company, New Conglog S & S Co Ltd 2002 report photocopy 
CG019-1 Employment 1982 report photocopy 
CG019-1 Output 1982 report photocopy 
CG019-2 Employment 1982 graph photocopy 
CG019-2 Output 1982 graph photocopy 
CG020 Chronology 1982 report photocopy 
CG021 Tramway, Croesor, traffic figures 1982 report photocopy 
CG022 Water Supplies, agreements with Rhosydd 1982 report photocopy 
CG023 Mine Inspectors reports 1982 report photocopy 
CG024-1 Report from unknown book 1982 report photocopy 
CG024-2 Report, as in 024-1 1921 report photocopy 
CG025 People 1982 report photocopy 
CG026 Incline, lower, included in Cwmorthin sale, 190 1982 report photocopy 
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Conglog Slate Quarry 04/0412025 

Doc No Drawing Medium Doc Material Doc Status Origir Doc Size Author(s) Source See Also Notes 
CG001-1 photocopy paper A3 OS 
CG001 -2 photocopy paper complete A3 CH 
CG001-3 photocopy paper A3 OS 
CG001 -3A photocopy paper A3 OS 
CG001-3B photocopy paper A3 OS 
CG001-4 photocopy paper A3 OS 
CG001-5 photocopy paper A4 OS also scale x 1.5, A3 
CG001-6 photocopy paper A4 CRO XD8/411007 
CG001-7 photocopy, colour paper A3 CRO XD8/4/1006 
CG001-8 photocopy, colour paper A3 CRO XD8/4/1013 
CG001-9A photocopy paper complete AO PRO full size copy in Moelwyn 
CG001-9B tracing paper complete At MJTL tracing in Moelwyn 
CG002-1 photocopy paper A4 research from ROs etc 
CG002-2 photocopy paper A3 CRO XD8/411232 
CG002-3 photocopy paper A3 
CG003-1 CAD paper complete A4 CH, JGI Plas Course measurements taken 1982 
CG003-2 CAD paper complete A4 CH, JGI Ptas Course measurements taken 1982 
CG003-3 photocopy paper complete A3 KTETC Plas Course measurements taken 1982 
CG004 CAD paper complete A4 CH, JGI Plas Course measurements taken 1982 
CG005 CAD paper complete A4 CH, JGI Plas Course measurements taken 1982 
CG006 CAD paper complete A4 CH, JGI Plas Course measurements taken 1982 
CG007 CAD paper complete A4 CH, JGI Plas Course measurements taken 1982 
CG008 CAD paper .complete A4 CH private survey 
CG009 CAD paper complete A4 CH private survey 
CG010 CAD paper complete A4 CH private survey 
CG011 comp gen paper complete A4 lOCH Plas Course 
CG011-1 ink paper complete y A4, 4 pg 10 Plas Course 022 
CG011-2 photocopy paper complete y A4 10 Plas Course 022 
CG011 -3 photocopy paper complete A4 IW Plas Course 022 contains note on main incline 
CG011-3 photocopy paper note A4 IW Plas Course 022 in report on Water Supply system 
CG011-4 photocopy paper complete y A4 IW Plas Course 
CG012 photocopy paper complete A4 IW Plas Course notes by MJTL 
CG013-1 pencil tracing paper incomplete y A2 SH? Plas Course 024 
CG013-2 photocopy paper A2 024 also reduced onto 1 sheet A3 
CG013-3 photocopy paper A3 024 
CG013-4 comp prints paper complete A4, 10pg JDK private survey 024 includes coloured plans 
CG014-1 pencil paper complete y A4 JSP Ptas Course 
CG014-2 photocopy paper complete y A4 JSP Plas Course 
CG015 photocopy paper A4, 2pg 
CG016-1 photocopy paper A4 MJTL CRO XD8/4/1236 
CG016-2 photocopy paper A4 MJTL CRO XD8/411236 
CG016-3 photocopy paper A4 CRO XD8/4/1237 
CG017 photocopy paper A4 MJTL research from ROs etc 
CG018-1 photocopy paper A4, 2pg MJTL research from ROs etc 
CG018-2 photocopy paper A4, 2pg J KNIGH private research 
CG019-1 photocopy paper A4 MJTL research from ROs etc 
CG019-1 photocopy paper A4 MJTL research from ROs etc 
CG019-2 photocopy paper A4 research from ROs etc 
CG019-2 photocopy paper A4 research from ROs etc 
CG020 photocopy paper M , 5 pg MJTL research from ROs etc 
CG021 photocopy paper A4 MJTL research from ROs etc 
CG022 photocopy paper A4 MJTL 011 research from ROs etc 
CG023 photocopy paper A4 MJTL research from ROs etc 
CG024-1 photocopy paper A4, 4 pg 013 research from ROs etc 
CG024-2 photocopy paper A4, 6 pg 013 research from ROs etc 
CG025 photocopy paper A4 MJTL research from ROs etc 
CG026 photocopy paper A4 MJTL plus inventories of Cwmorthin mill 
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Site IConglog Slate Quarry Doc No ICG001-2 

Subject !Overall Site Plan 

Doc Date 12005 See also 

Doc Type I map Grid ref ISH 668 466 

Drawing Type 'annotation Scale 125" to 1 mile 

Drawing Medium 'photocopy Author(s) ICH 

Doc Material 'paper Source 

Doc Status I complete Original Doc Size I A3 

Notes 
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Site IConglog Slate Quarry 

Subject !Map, tramway lease 

Doc No ICG002-2 

Doc Date 11874 
DocType ~~m-a_p ______________________ _ 

See also 

Grid ref ISH 67 46 

Drawing Type ~annotation 
Drawing Medium i-~p~h-ot-o-co_p_y _________________ _ 

Doc Material ~~ap~r 
Doc Status ~;-------------Original 

IIXDS/4/1232 

Scale '11" to 2 chs 

Author(s) 

Source ICRO 

Doc Size IA3 

Notes 
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Site IConglog Slate Quarry 

Subject IMap, OS, tramway route 

Doc No ICG002-3 

Doc Date 11919 
DocType ~~m-a_p ____________________ __ 

See also 

Grid ref ISH 67 46 

Drawing Type !annotation 

Drawing Medium ~~p-ho-t-oc_o_p_y ------------------

Scale Ired 

Author(s) 

Doc Material lpaper 

~---------------Doc Status Original 

Source 

Doc Size IA3 

Notes 
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Site IConglog Slate Quarry Doc No ICG003-1 

Subject IMill, area plan 

Doc Date 12005 See also 

Doc Type '!drawing Grid ref ISH 669 466 

Drawing Type lplan Scale 11/32" to 1ft 

Drawing Medium I CAD Author(s) ICH, JGI 
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See CG011-1 
 

CONGLOG SLATE QUARRY –  

 

WATER SUPPLY SYSTEM 

 

Leat System 

 
The line of the first leat was traceable from where it had been overtipped by the Rhosydd Quarry to the mill.  It 

followed the line shown on the Rhosydd Quarry Surface Plan North.  (From Rhosydd Slate Quarry,  Lewis and 

Denton, 1974) 

 

The water was carried in a mixture of pillar supported launder and leats cut into the hillside. 

 

The upper length from the Rhosydd tip is carried on mainly low pillars about 1 metre square with three short 

lengths in artificial cuttings on the hillside. 

 

The line crosses the road in a culvert and runs steeply downhill in a gully on the north side of the road.  The 

water is then carried in a launder on pillars to a point halfway down the incline on the north side of the road.  It 

must have passed through the incline below track level then dropped steeply down a short shoot into a gully 

dropping steeply down the hillside under the road to the lower series of tall pillars outside the mill.  The total 

drop in height being about 300’ from the Rhosydd tip. 

 

Later Water System 

There is some evidence of man-made structures on the stream from Llyn Conglog just below the upper cascades 

at about the 1400-1500’ contour.  There is a bridge over the stream and a small fallen pillar.  The height is correct 

for a gently falling gradient to the top of the incline.  But as there is no intermediate evidence the whole 

postulation is speculative. 

 

Ian Devine: 1982 

 

Transcribed by Celia Hancock: 2025. 
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CGOll-3 

Notes on the water supp],y system and main incline at Conglog Slate guarry 1982 

The water supply far Conglog Quarry was obtained f rom two sources, one was 
from the stream which flowed down Bwlch Cwmorthirli from the wes:t. This supply 
was at some time buried by the waste tips of Rhosydd Slate quarry and would 
have appeared to have been discontinued. The other -supply was taken off the 
stream which flaws out of Llyn Conglog, to the north-east. 

The remains- of a. lea.t can be traced from high up on Bwlch Cmnorthin, by the 
side of the Rhosydd Slate quarry tip. This tip has buried some of the course 
of the lea.t. At this point it would appear to have run in a wooden launder on 
pillars and through rock cuttings around the hillside~ The width of the pillar 
tops and the cutt~ are about 3ft. After a short distance the lea.t joins a. 
natural water channel coming down the hillside and uses it far a distance of 
about 70ft. It .is then diverted into a man made channel lined with slate; 
This leat then continue:J around the hillside until.the road up to Rhosydd is 
reached. The other side of the road a water channel was found continuing down 
the hill along side the road, with a maximum width of 3ft. The main incline 
of the quarrycrosses the road about 2/3 of the way down the hill. As the incline 
is approached the leat left the side of the road after passing under the rema.ins 
of a bridge or culvert (over which ran a tramway to the waste tips) • .After lea:-rin( 
the road side the leat cout:i.nue<l on pillars up to the the the incline, which 
it appeared to pass under in a C'.llvert. The other side of the incline there 
were 2 mare pillars, but after this no more trac·e can be found until· a. wa. ter 
course can be seen near the bottom of some tipped waste by the incline head. 
From here H oonttnues down the hill in an ever increasing channel size due 
to the profile of the ground, tm.til it meets up with the other leat which 
has tapped the other stream: From here the large channel then turns down hill 
and pa.seea under the roail in a 2ft x 2ft cuJ:wert, then down the hillside and onto 

high pillars'· of a launder which. connected the lea.t on the hillside to the water 
wheel at the mill. 

The other leat starta from the stream which runs out of Llyn Conglog.It taps 
thestream about 2oo ft above mill level then runs in a. leat which is a.pprox 
3ft wide (and·.- could have been slate lined) round the hillside. By the take off 
point the down hill side is heavil Y. built up with trimmed stone: As the leat 
approaches the other leat it deepens to a size similar to the other one and 
after they meet the channel turns down towards the road . 

Along side the road below the incline is a water channel o.f similar size 
to the one which carried the leat water. This channel continues. beside the road 
m1till it runs into the leat next to the culvert under the road. (This may 
have been a ditch to protect the road fr~n surface wa ter running off the hillside. ) 

The size of each of these water channels was probably only 2ft wide and maybe 
1ft to lft 6ins deep if the size of the culvert m1der the road is anything t o 
u;o on. 

Note on the main incline 
0 

The angle of the incline was measured at 30 to the horizontal but this decreased 
progressively from about 50ft from the bottom. 

lan Walters 
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C111111 Slate Mine 
CWmanhln, 1111111 FIISIIIIDI 
BJ JDIIIDWIIS lln.11MCIIIIIIJ 

This report is based on underground survey work undertaken by members of the 
Cumbria Amenity Trust Mining History Society in 2002/3 . The members involved 
were John Aird , Chris Cowdery, Mark Waite, John Ashby and the leader was Jon 
Knowles . 

Photograph 1. A General View of the Site in August 2005 . The track rising 
Cwrnorthin to Rhosydd cuts through the tip from floor c whilst the tips from 
floors B and A can be seen below. On the hillside above are the open chambers 
Cl, C2, C3 and C5. 

When reading this description reference needs to be made to the "Plan of The 
Glyn Ffestiniog Slate and Slab Quarry in the Parish of Ffestiniog 
Merionethshire" dated October 25th 1903. Three copies of which have been hand 
coloured by the undersigned to show the extent of the working. Four floors are 
shown as having been worked lettered A to D in ascending order. 

Floor A. This is a blind trial 105m on a bearing of 131 degrees . Drill holes 
indicate it was driven by compressed air. 

Floor B. This is the only significant underground work . The adit is 249 m long 
from its mouth to a blind heading. Slate has been worked in two veins. 56m 
from the mouth a small chamber (Bl ) has been developed to the South. At this 
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point there are a set of spoon points and the fallen remains of a tripod 
crane . 

Photograph 2. Loaded rubbish wagon in chamber B6. 

After a further 40m it is necessary to squeeze past a rock fall to enter a 
large chamber (B4 ) into which water falls from the darkness above . From this 
point onwards rail track is in situ. This chamber is 14 . 5 m wide and connects 
with the surface in two further ways :-

1 . A small roofing shaft , which is partly slabbed over on the surface , 
breaks into the top of the chamber . This was descended and where it 
breaks into the chamber it is 30 m above t he floor . 

2 . On the southern side a low entranced tunnel on the surface breaks into 
the side of the chamber and it is from here that the water falls . This 
tunnel was driven from the chamber out to day so is clearly a roofing or 
ventilation shaft . This is on approximately the Floor D Horizon . 

Returning to the floor and continuing inbye a cross-cut gives access to four 
further chambers (B2 , B3 , BS & B6) although one (BS ) is a continuation of the 
main chamber (B4 ) . Only the second chamber to the north (B6) is significant 
and this rises past floor C. It contains a slab wagon (Photograph 3) and a 
full rubbish wagon (Photograph 2) together with the fallen remains of a tripod 
crane (Photograph 4). Ascending this chamber gave access to floor c where a 
fine jumper was found . From here it would be possible to exit into C3 although 
it would be a squeeze between fallen rocks . From the extant remains it is 
assumed that B6 was the last chamber in production . 
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Photograph 3 . Slab wagon in chamber B6 . 

Photograph 4 . Fallen tripod crane in chamber B6 . 

6 

CG013-4 

6/10 



 

 

 
 

The first chamber to the south of the level (B3) was also ascended and a 
tunnel connects the top of chambers B2 and B3 with the main chamber B4 . This 
is assumed to be on the floor C horizon . 

The depth of water in Floor B adit varies with the weather and it is often 
wais t deep but once beyond chamber Bl it is dry. 

Stmpllfted Section • Approxlma•tv on • Vertical Axis Atong Floor 8 

Not to scale 
Drawn J. Knowtes 01 .M.2008 

Floor C. The adit is accessed from the top of the incline and is immediately 
run in. Climbing the hillside it is possible to rope down into either Cl or C2 
and explore from there. 

Chambers Cl, C2, C3 and CS are all open to day. 

The inbye extension of the floor C adit has been cut by chamber B6 and can be 
seen but has not yet been entered. The entrance to Chamber C4 was not seen. 
Both of these points could be bolted up to. 

Chamber CS is not shown on the original 1903 although a tunnel has been driven 
towards it. However it does exist and is shown on the 1919 OS map so it is 
assumed that this chamber was developed between 1903 and 1919. 

Floor D. This floor is assumed to the blocked t unnel which can be seen in the 
face of open chamber C3 . 

Note the bearings taken on the recent survey seem very different from those 
shown on the 1903 plan. For example the Floor B was recor ded as being on a 
bearing of 313 - 316 degrees whilst the plan gives 288 degrees. Checking fixed 
features such as the mill against current mapping, it appears that the north 
shown on the 1903 plan is incorrect. Assuming that magnetic , rather than grid , 
north is shown this may account for 15 degrees of the difference but certainly 
not all of it . 

Jon Knowles 
March 2006 

The raw survey data is attached. Note that dimensions and angles are not to 
scale. 

Thanks go to John Aird. John Ashby, Chis Cowdery and Mark Waite, since without 
them the exploration would not have been poss ible, and also to Celia Hancock 
for providing a copy of the plan. 
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Note that in the above the bearing at 92° is to the NW corner of the mill . 
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ENTRY INTO TOP 0 / ~ .. 
CHAMBER 8-C. SEE ~ . _ 
NOTEB ~ 

Scale :1250 

A= Approximate outline of chamber 84 at roof . 

....,.::. 

~~ 
~~--

~__.;...r<'- • ,., 

. -

B = Roofing shaft opens into top of chamber from where there is a 30m vertical 
drop to the floor . Minimum 50m rope required. 

Surveyed 26 . 10 . 02 by JK, CC, JA & JA . Drawn 04 . 11.02 by JK . Further surveyed 
09.02.03 by CC, JA, MW & JK . Additions to drawing 13 . 03.03 by JK. 

Mark Up on 1919 25" OS Map 
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TERMS. 

All Slates are loaded at ' purchaser's risk, 
with an allowance of- 6o Slates per thousand 
of 1,200, and no further allowance can be 
made for breakage, short deli\·ery, or other 
cause. 

2~- per cent discount is allowed for cash on 
receipt of invoice. 

Loading Charges 1{6 per computed ton. 

Orders are entered subject to production 
and to prices and terms at time of delivery. 
Carriage is charged on actual and not com-
puted weight . 

Cash or satisfactory references required 
with first transaction. 

Prices for Slabs and States n ot quoted, may 
i e had 011 app/icatio1e. 

Please address all communications to-

The Glyn Festiniog Slate and Slab 
Quarry Company, 

Tanygrlslau, 

Janum·y .1st, 1906. 

Blaenau Festiniog, 

North Wales. 

~---: -.--~-------- ·- -·- -~- ----

THE 

'lyn festin-iog - -

Slate & Slab Quarry 
COMPANY, 

T anygrisiau, Blaenau f estiniog, 

Norl:h Wales. 

Secretary - - W. S. ROBERTS. 

Y..c..w.Y..c..'>M...'>M..Y..c.Y..c.Y..c..'>M..Y..c...J..<.Y..c.~ 

Card of Prlc~s. 

Postal Address: 
11 TANYGRISIAU, BLAENAU FESTINHiG, N.W,'' 

Telegrams : 
II GLYN Qt.:ARRY, TANYGRISIAU." 

January 1st, 1906, 

·~ ~-....--.---- -··---

Prices of Best Quality Slabs. 
Sawn Edges. Planed one or both 1ides. 

CUT TO SPEqFIED SIZES, 

Per foot super. 

Lot 1 under 12ft. super-
~i n. ~-in. tin~ Ii in. 1t in. t fin. 2in. · 2~ in. 
·sd. Sftd. 6!d. 7d. 7!d. 8d. S~d. 10d. 

Lot 2, 12ft. to 24ft . super-
*in. i in. Iin. 1!in. 1;}in. lf in. 2in. 2:\in. 
6d. 7d. 8~d. 9?fd. !~d. 11;}d. 12?td. 14fcr. 

Lot 8, 25ft. to 36ft. super-
i in. lin. 
9ci JOd. 

I!in. 1!in. 
II~d. 12!d. 

2in. 2~in. 
15d. 17d. 

Tile fo/lowhzg member of superficial feet oj 
Slabs is computed to wez'g lt 1 Ton:-

;}in. J in. lin. 1!in. 1! in. lf in. 2in. 2!in. 
JOO. 200. 150. 120. 100. 85. 75· 6o. 

Cills, Steps, Trottghs, Billiards, Sinks, 
Lavatory Tops, Tanks, Urinals,· Ma1l­
gers, Chittmey Pieces, Shelves, a11d everv 
other description oj Plain Slab T¥ork 

prepared to order. 
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THE GLYN FESTINIOG SLATE & SLAB QUARRY COMPANY, 
TANY~R!S(AU, BLAENAU FESTINIOG, NORTH WALES. 

PRICES AND PARTICULARS Of BEST BLUE MACHINE-DRESSED SLATES . ... 
Medium 

.,.. 
Stl•ong Medium Quality. Best Quality. Quality. 

With 3 in. Second Quality. Dimensions. Dim en- lap Dim en· ComputedWeight Price perM. of 1,200. 
sions. Qompnted Price per 11. Price per M. will cover sions. Computed Price per M. ---------------

Weight. of 1,200. of 1,200. about Weight. of 1,200. Inches. Inches. T. c. Q. £ d. ' . s. 
----- - - - - ---- - --- - - - - - ----- - 24 by 14 3 JO 0 13 · 0 0 
Ins. Ins. T. c. Q. £ s. d. £ s. d. SCJ. yds. Ins. Ins. T. c. Q. "£ s. d. 24 12 3 () 0 12 2- 6 2UyH 3 5 0 16 5 0 14 () 0 136 24 by 14 4 0 0 11 5 0 " 
21Jj" q 2 15 0 H 5 0 12 17 () 116 24 , 12 3 10 0 - 9 15 0 

.22 , 12- 2 •15 0 ----9 fO 0 

22 " 12 2 10 0 11 17 6 10 5 0 105 22 .. 12 3 5 0 8 15 0 
22 , 11 2 10 0 8 15 0 

22 " 11 2 5 0 10 17 6 9 10 0 !H 22 , 11 3 0 0 8 5 0 
20 

" 
10 2 0 0 7 5 0 

18 
" 

10 1 15 0 5 15 0 
20 " 10 1 15 0 8 2 6 7 15 0 78 20 , 10 2 7 2 6 7 G 18 " a 1 10 0 5 5 0 
18 " 10 1 12 2 6 15 0 6 5 0 69 18 , 10 2 2 2 5 2 G 16 

" 
10 1 10 . 0 5 0 0 

18 , 9 1 7 '2 6 0 0 5 12 6 62 18 , 9 1 17 2 4 7 6 16 , 9 1 7 2 4 5 0 

16 " 10 1 7 2 5 15 0 5 7 6 60 1G, 10 1 17 <) 4 7 6 16 " 8 1 5 0 3 ] 2 6 
w 

14 " 10 1 7 2 3 12 6 
16 " 9 1 5 0 4 17 6 4 12 G 54 l.G " !) . 1 12 2 3. 15 0 

~ I 
-4 ... . 1.4 

" 
!) 1 5 0 3 7 G 

16 " 8 1 2 2 4 2 6 4 0 48 1U , 8 1 10 0 3 5 0 ' 14 
" 

8 1 2 2 2 12 6 
14 " 12 1 10 0 5 10 0 5 0 60 14 " 12 J 17 2 4 5 0 14 

" 7 1 0 0 2 5 0 
14 " 10 1 5 0 4 10 0 4 0 50 14 " 10 1 15 0 3 10 0 
14 " 9 1 2 2 4 0 0 3.-JQ 6 46 14" g 1 7 2 3 5 0 Dimensions. Third Quality (Damp Course). 

14, 8 1 0 0 3 7 6 2 17 6 40 14 " 8 1 5 0 2 7 6 - - ----- ---- - --- -
14, 7 0 17 2 2 17 6 2 10 0 36. 14 " 7 1 2 2 2 2 6 20 by 9 2 15 0 3 15 0 

13 " 10 1 2 2 3 15 0 3 10 0 46 13 " 10 1 7 2 2 17 6 18 " 9 2 5 0 3 7 6 

13 " 7 0 15 0 2 15 0 2 - 5 0 • 32 13 " 7 1 0 0 1 17 6 16 " g 2 0 0 2 17 c 
14 " g 1 15 0 2 15 0 

12 " 10 1 0 0 3 7 6 " 0 0 40 12 , 10 1 5 0 2 10 0 12 9 1 5 0 2 5 0 0 , 
12 " 8 0 17 2 2 12 6 2 5 0 32 12 " 8 1 0 0 1 17 6 9 " 9 1 () .o 1 5 0 
12 " 6 0 14 0 1 16 0 l JO 0 25 12 ,. 6 0 17 

~I 
1 7 6 8 " 9 0 17 2 1 0 0 

10 " 8 0 15 0 1 15 0 1 10 0 2G 10 " 8 0 17 1 7 6 •7 " 9 0 15 0 0 17 6 
10 .. 6 0 12 2 1 0 0 0 17 G 20 10 " 6 0 15 0 15 0 6 " 9 0 12 2 0 16 0 
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1891 

KN-the County Court of -De~onshlre~ ' holden -at Eut 
I · Stonehouse.-In the matter'ot the :Compnnies .!.eta 1862 to 
J.890, and ln.'ttle w'lltler··of ' l'he ·New _Congl~ ·Slate .~nd :~l:ib 
CO!l\P&ny_ (Limited~-:!<o. 4 bf 189l . ..::.;t:n l)t,··SULD·by·T-ENDER, 
·tbe )laluuble Interest of the :\bove Comp.,Jy In th~ well-known 
·Jeuehllld Slate-and Slab QWJrriesof ·Cunglo~ und.Glynl<'e&tiniog, 
-11ituate in the Couotr ·of Merioneth•hire, . •nd ,dlst,ant-- al>out 
.'three ;miles fro:n Llaenau . Fcstinio:;, the .t"·rninus of ' the 
L. and N. W. :&.. the G. W. J!.. and the .n>rrow -.•. gauge from 
l'ortmadoc, the nearest at:>tion of the IIJOrr"w gouge belnl! about 
one and a half miles frvm tile property, together with the '·planL, 

:machinery, nnd effects, ·a• specified in the schedule herew. The · 
property co~era an areu of about 350 acrcs;'held under ;on agree­
ment for a lease fur 21 years, from 25Lh ~larch, 18B9. The dead 
tent is £50 per annun: , rnerging in to tt-royalty uf 2::. per .t(ln on 
sales. It htts been worked far a~ut Se\·eu y,eltrs, and " very 
large anm has been expended iu dri,·!ng .~unnels, opening ·out 
the quarry, and constructing trnmwa)'S ahd p•·nvi<lius the 
necessary plont and appli• nces for the etliolent working of tbe 
·Quarries. 'ihe !tuck fot'mation is 8ihorian. SIRles 
are produced t1f , ·P.trollg nnd lnst.ing :;f1Ui.llit)'. The . 
11peciaUty is tbe :production · of slabs from Bft. to lOft. 
-,lOng and 2ft. to 3ft. bin. wide, which command a ready ,.ale at 
,good prices, and are usecl chieft)· tm· hea1·t.h nn:! tombstones, 
'ehlmney-pieces, mantel-shelveo, •nd ortuuuentul purpo•e•. The 
·<&uppl~ of water fnr driving macbiuery b · -abunclant . . Three ' 
cross-cqt tunnels hnve been dri•en into--theSlute Rock-No.. 1, 
7.6yda.;· :No. 2, 197yds.; oud No.3, 12()yus.; nbout'7ft. ·high \)y 6ft.. 
\Vide. ·A .. ventilating .shaft. bas ·)Jeeu put thn>ugh .from the 
surface to No.- 2. and in Jevels driven in ' l'ilos. 1 · and 2 tour 
chambers hAve beeu opened, The prodn:c;., c:urri.ed down by an 
incline t'> ·the plAning and oa\Ying- house. >'hlcll -Is lltt<!d .witb 
o~uachinery .• drlven by n 30ft.. diumetct· wheel 4ft; brenst. .The 
· compo.:ly .ha~ the ri.aht of WMY nVP.l' about half l\ rune and twv 
Incline• llelongin~ to the !'ltw·Welsh Slot<' C•)tnpany, !or which 
a r<Jynlty M ·Oile·flftieUJ is payu.hl<'. The cost of cart·iu~e to tbe 
L .. and :N,W.R. -and thoU, W.R. is h. ld. per tnn, !Minding cost 
of loadiu~; and unloading; and the cnst tn l'ortmndoc is.2s. 7~6. 
per ton-. cnrril•gt <tf!d 1uRdiug; ·n-n d frnm ll.Hnifordd Junction the 
Camllryan B.ailw:1y C-;mpanv ~r~mt a rebate of.ls . . per .. t~o.lu. The 
veins ot the ' ' L<ml Palmerstnn •· Quani~» • . ,..bleb have been 
making very lnrge ·proHt3. are b<lieved to·,p•ss.lhrougb the 

,property now offered tnr sale. , .. • 
''Ille· Vendc.r dues not bind him<l<llf·to u.coapt the ·hil!'hest or any 

.of the tender• receh·ed. Teudel'! n.ust be sent tc tbe nnder 
signet! -Liquidl\,tor on or before the 14tlt da)• <>f lJecEmber, 1891. 

_ }~ur Ferms and eunditioll.3 of_l'eoder, noll further particu}ora, 
npply to Mr. ·.J. K. ROWE. tbe Mauuger ol thl) Quarr!e•, .Glas(yn 
V.illa, l'enrhyndendrath, JS'. Wale•: or to 

.Mr. TROUAfl WOLFER8'fAN, 
Solicitor, Prince3•·•quarc, Plymouth · 

'ltlel!!lr&. PAIGE and GRYLL8, ·. . ' 
·· ilolicitors, B.edruth. Corn~~<u.ll; 'Or 1-0 

.• -•~..Mr .. f¥:. ·.W .. ·DAViE, IL~ .. {the l,iqUid:it...r), 
· The WUts""'tnd Dorea Bank"·Ch:nnbcrs; .. -11)-month . 

. THE SCHEDULE. 
Wat<!r ·:whe>l, ·{30 'feet diameter, 4 feet wiu•, :-w.ith 150 

Cleat .Shafting and ' pulleys, complete ; '2 ·.plnnlnJ( 
.machlnn · d-re1!Sers, one · ·· "full wiu. one ·.small . hQ.Ddy, 8 
.sawing ·tables, tull size, cc,mplete.; 1 iron slatv dl'tlaSiug 
'-'"&Chine, 1 SOW Sharpening machioP,-1 irun turn ~C, 1 traVd· 
?ling crane, damaged; 2 thr~e~l~~ cr·~tne.s ffJr insit.Je wurk, 1 w~i$tl; ­
•brldge,-b troUi · k' (and 1 broken) wheels, completu; 10 -rubbish 

.·wagons, 5 of which urellamaged; 2 iucllne dt·ums, l wHh w.ILeel 
. ·-break good ; abont one antl·half ntlles of railway, double rail. 
' ·with sleepera anu chairs, say 50 tons, 1ncluu111g 2 lnclluca, 4 

iucline wire ropes, steel hooks,.&e.~-1 :.lila~~·ive ir·t..111 ·block,. with 
.. brass wheel>, 1 dress in~ bench. fc,r s<ruaring •lntes, 80 yards of 
. wo-oden water trough~, 2 feet wide, nearly uew ~ l grind fit-one , 
'30 ln. ttlam.; !smith's vice, uvcnl tunwut ' plates, lllidiler. 2 
w ooden llOmmert tor )cn•iing slaln;,:lwooden lever, 18 feet long; 
3 woodeu ""k c t·a tu lrgs:o be!Unl!•, >lllottt ·;;o fee t long; 4 oil 
cans, 1 nil bottle: 1 wlle¢1Unrrow, .E-Cl'C'rRl -quarry chains;·.hooks. 
&c , 74 old sows, 206 o d tile3, a .quantity o f uld iron,- <\;c. · 

Of':FlCE C'l'.KNSrJ.~.-: \Vritiug: desk. containh;;: 3 ·th•••'•Vers and 2 
; cupboards, ll~t-tt·r p1·r.s!:~ .&blOI, and ~mnll to.blto. l chair, !.pirit 

levet 1 t~pe men£.ur~, caene::it)~u; .. mn~iii ne houl!e, 150'feet lo!l;:: by 
~-40 feet wid<, oil cask, co.ll~lllllial!t~a\1 quautity of •Oil ; n))Out 10 
" \o.ns sl~te and slubs. . · · 
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List of Plant as quoted in newspaper advert, 1891 

Water wheel, 30 feet diameter, 4 feet wide, with 150 feet shafting and pulleys, complete: 
2 planing machine dressers, one full size, one small handy: 
8 sawing tables, full size, complete: 
1 iron slate dressing machine 
1 saw sharpening machine 
1 iron turntable 
1 travelling crane, damaged 
2 three-leg cranes for inside work 
I weighbridge 
6 trollies (and I broken) wheels, complete 
I 0 rubbish wagons, 5 of which are damaged 
2 incline drums, I with wheel break good 

CG016-2 

about one and a half miles of railways, double rail with sleepers and chairs, say 50 tons, including 2 
inclines, 4 incline wire ropes, steel hooks &c 
1 massive iron block with brass wheels 
I dressing bench for squaring slates 
80yds of wooden water troughs 2 feet wide, nearly new 
1 grind stone, 30" diam 
1 smith's vice 
several turnout plates 
I ladder 
2 wooden hammers for loading slabs 
1 wooden lever, 18 feet long 
3 wooden oak crane legs 
6 beltings, about 300 feet long 
4 oil cans 
I oil bottle 
oil cask containing small quantity of oil 
1 wheelbarrow 
several quarry chains, hooks &c 
74 old saws 
25 8 old files 
a quantity of old iron &c 

capacious machine house, 150 feet long by 40 feet wide 
about 1 0 tons slate and slabs 

OFFICE UTENSILS 
Writing desk, containing 3 drawers and 2 cupboards 
1 letter press 
stool and small table 
l chair 
spirit level 
1 tape measure 
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Owners - -- · 
Rol.lt rt Rc cJtl r.- ts 1 3 :3 i,-72 ~;'1 """ ~ ~ c-:, 1!'"­
W . f·!.B . r: o~:~pc e n" T. r~ .l''l at t.h c- t · c 1 G7:Z- 3 
Con s l'o g Slate t: Slr L c ~ L t t~ 1 ~ 7:5 ..... ~ 4 

Now C, ns.l og Sl~ t c t Slf.b Cn Lt J 11 S 2-~.1 

R . :-\.H.,L ocl<h a r ~~ R -.. ~ s t r.·~:. ~ i nJ llb Gl yn Ft. stOi 'J ..:. Qu r r r y 1 ;:, ~4- 1 ~: 80 

Glyn Fcsti n{o ; Slut u Co 190 0-09~ 

A r;t~-

J o uLph Kc ll~w 187 3-4 
John Ec'w&rt.: c 1 Li74-76•.­
JoK oll8w nnw o by 1 JJ3-~D~­

Ellic oi i tchcr~ by 1197- 1 901 
Cc ~ wal2Lr~ R ~G~r ~ s 1 ~ 02-

~ J wn."· 1 8 5l~, 
'! 1\U~L 1 '5o 

.~t~·k ,. nQ tt· ~!OG - n •' MJQG t R c r~ rt r 
:-' i ~to 

mar 1'30::: 'i t' .o 
;,: :s !"!o r ! Cci6 t·•l<en •l t c MJ fl G., t . R-: i ·ur.t ' ; 
11. ~~pl 1<1:3.:1 lt:::•c - MJ OG to fL 'l t.r. L ::1 y .... - r ~ 

w N ~ v 1371 a ~.'j u stin r; a _r· _•" munt r r ·~:, :m .. cd:i.., r 
24 Ma r 1137 2 le ~:r:i: Ro ber t s t;· !( e mpc ~n .i f'l at!-.hew~ o ~ UJ hn l f 
20 Apl 107 4 l o ~ cu R obar t ~ t o .K emp e on ~ Si ms ~ f E ha l f 
14 Feb 188 2 ~ P~ i unmant u f wh~ lu to Gi" l~w kn~ Ra t tb l uy 

CG017 

1;j Da r: 1395 l e: acta Har l~c i • to f~u es 21 yu .:. r s , LUL' l'cn . r c.C: 2 Ap l 19lJ3 

17 Nuy 1374 w~ yl &GVu Cwmcr th in t u cun: l ~g 21 y w ~r B 

2;,) J un o 1 8 96 w:.:..yl c ; v o Cwrr.or i.'i :!. n td R u s ~ 7 y c E. r s r --.: n o w ;.-~ b lc 



 
 

 

  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Companies 

PRO BT31 1830/7119 
Conglog Slate & Slab Co Ltd 

CG018-1 
1/2 

Reg • . 27 Mar 1873. To purchase l~ase of mi nes on Cwmorthin Ucha etc. 
Cap. £40,000 in £10 spares. 
First directors Wm .Criper, Tavistock, merchant 

Tilos M.Matthews, Brent, Devon, gent 
WID IT.B.Kempe, Brent, Devon, gent 
Geo Braginton, Plymouth, gent 
Thos B.Laws, London, mi ning secretary 
John F.Penrose, Redruth, assaymaster 
Thos Horsbdll, Tavistock, accountant 

Agreement 21 Nov 1872: Kempe and Matthews to sell to Horswill as 
trustee for coy interest under lease of 24 Mar 1872 by Robert Roberts 
to Kempe and Mat t hews in slate etc upder Cwmorthin Ucha and plant 
and machinery thereon, for £25,000 in cash before 1 Apl 1873, vendors 
to take 2000 shares in coy. Any difference over who shall pay 
outgoings to be arbitrated by Wm Willi~&; consulting manager of 
Welsh Slate Quarries. 
Reg. Of fice 28 Cornhill, London, 
Shares 7 Aug 1873 held by (total 

Criper 1~5 
l.iatth~ws 5 
Kempe 5 
Braginton 5 
Laws 5 
Penrose 50 
Rorswill 5 

ned to Plymouth Oct 1873. 
2 00): 

' \,>0 

Rev Herbert Frere, Bungay, 50 
R.G.M.Macdonald, Dorset, 10 
W.A.Gillow, Torquay, doctor, 100 
E.Betteley, Plymouth, accountant, 200 
Kempe & Matthews together 1625 (having sold 375 to Kellow on 2 Aug) 
H.S.Dyer, Plymouth, paymaster RN, 10 
Chas Leigh, Stonehouse, banker, JOO 
R.Criper, London, merchant, 10 
Joseph Kellow, 2 Park Rd, Portmadoc, quarry engineer, 375 

Shares 20 Apl 1878: major holders (4000 taken, £38,845 paid up): 
Kempe 222, Penrose 75, Frere 150, Gillow 178, Betteley 463, 
Leigh 90, R.Criper 103 
G.Prout, Tavistock, ironfounder 120 
Sir Archibald Douglas Stewart, bart, London, 110 
Gillow and Penrose together 115 
,Rev G. J .Dunn, Coal ville, 400 
Rev F.Krisopp (?), Hexham, 100 
Rev A.W~Dolman, London, 154 
A.Rambeaux, ,.Torquay, 305 
Rev C.T.Dunn: Coalville, 200 
Miss M.L.Gollop, Darlington, 200 
No Kellow, no Matthews. Some s~pall shareholders like rly guardsl 

EGM 11 Apl 1881 resolved to wind up being unable because of liabilities 
to continue in business . Thos Horswill sec and liquidator. 



 

 
 

 

Cpmpanies 

CG018-1 
PRO BTJ1 2959/16586 2/2 
New Conglog Slate & Slab Co Ltd 
Reg. 28 Mar 1882. To purchase from Wm A.Gi.llow and E.Betteley K1 
r esidue of lease of 24 Mar 1872 and residue of lease of 17 Nov 1874 
"whereunder a certain wayleave and rights of laying and using a Railway 
and other ·liberties was granted by the C\mJorthin Slate Co Ltd to the 
Conglog Slate & Slab Co Ltd". Effects of CS&SCo purchased from 
liquidator by Gillow and Betteley. 
Cap. £2000 in £25 shares. 
Subscribers Gillow 

Penrose 
Edward T.Carl,on, Truro, solr 
Stephen Nosworthy, Tavistock, bank manager 
Thos Horswill, Plymouth, sec of mining coys 

, Geo Jackson, Plymouth, doctor 
Braginton 

Reg. Office Plymouth 
May 1882 65 shares sold: much as subscribers plus some from preVious 
coy like Rambeaux and Dunn. 
WGM 5 Dec 1883 resolved to raise £2000 by debenture. 
By 1885 all 80 shares sold 
EGM 12 Nov1885 resolved to wind up voluntarily and form new coy with 
capital of £10,000 in £5 shares. But no record of anything such done 
until 1891 wound up by court order, but not removed from list till 
1911. J.J.Rowe li~idator. 

BTJ4 295/16586 
Liquidators' accounts, begin 17 July 1891. 
Advert sale of quarry in Western Morning News, paid 9 Mar 1891. 
do . Western Daily Meriury, paid 21 Apl 1891 
Stock in trade and machinery estimated at £200; assets £2011 1 

liabilities £3621. 
Dwindling accounts for several years, inc 15 Aug 1894 (first mention) 
"New i'lelsh Slate Co, Rent of '!'rack line £1.4.5". 

No Glyn Festiniog Slate & Slab Quarry Co 1.:!:.!! 



 
 

 

 

  



 

 
 

New Conglog Slate & Slab Company Limited 

28.3.1882 

CG018-2 
1/2 

Memorandum of Association : Objects for which the Company is established is the purchase 
from Messrs William Mostyn Gillow and Edward Bette ley for the residue of the term granted 
by indenture of lease dated the 24th March 1872 in the mines, seams, quarries, veins and 
beds of slate flag and other stones, mines and minerals in and under the land known as 
Cwmorthin Ucha, in the parish of Festiniog, in the County of Merioneth and also the residue 
of the term granted by indenture of lease dated the 17th November 187 4 whereunder a 
certain wayleave and rights of laying and using a railway and other liberties were granted by 
the Cwmorthin Slate Company Limited to the Conglog Slate & Slab Company Limited. 

Capital is £2,000 divided into 80 shares of £25 each. 

Initial subscribers : William Mostyn Gillow, John Penrose, Edward Peasbody, Stephen 
Nasworthy, Thomas Horswill, George Jackson and George Braginton. 

Situation of Registered Office : Unicorn Street, Plymouth, Devon. 

12.5.1882 
Summary of Capital and Shares 
Total amount of shares taken up: 65 
Theres has been called upon each share : £12.1 Os 
Total amount of calls paid : £687.1 Os 
Total amount of calls unpaid: £125 

Shareholders : George Braginton 5, Letitia Bradbury 1, Edward Betteley 8, Edward Carlyon 
6, Robert Dunn 2, Charles Dunn 2, William Gillow 4, Thomas Horswill 2, Francis Kersopp 2, 
Emily Norden 1, George Jackson 1, Stephen Nasworthy 2, John Penrose 9, John Paul! 2, 
Archibald Stuart 2, A. Ranbeaux 12, James Dunn 2, Ellen Crosfield 1 & Milrgaret Crosfield 1. 

22.11 .1883 
Notice of change of situation of Registered Office : 1 Q, Unicorn Street, Plymouth, Devon. 

5.1.1884 
At an extraordinary general meeting of the members of the Company duly convened and held 
at the offices of the Company at 10, Unicorn Strret, Plymouth, in the county of Devon on the 
5th day of December 1883 the following special resolution was duly passed and at a 
subsequent extraordinary general meeting of the said Company duly convened and held in 
the same place on the 3rd day of January 1884 the following special resolution was duly 
confirmed-
That the Directors be and are hereby empowered to raise the sum, not exceeding £2,000, by 
issuing debentures or bonds or by the issue of preference or guaranteed shares by such 
times and under such terms as the Directors may decide. 

18.6.1884 
Notice of change of situation of Registered Office : 20, Princess Square, Plymoutn, Devon. 

page 1 



 

 
 

 

New Conglog Slate & Slab Company Limited 

24.5.1885 
Summary of Capital and Shares 
Total amount of shares taken up : 80 
There has been called upon on each : £25 
Total amount of calls paid : £2,000 

CG018-2 

2/2 

Shareholders : George Braginton 7, Letitia Bradbury 1, Edward Betteley 9, Edward Carlyon 
8, Robert Dunn 2, Charles Dunn 2, William Gillow 4, Thomas Horswill 2, Francis Kersopp 2, 
Emily Norden 1, George Jackson 1, Stephen Nasworthy 3, John Pauli 2, John Penrose 11 , 
Archibald Stuart 2, A.Ranbeaux 12, James Dunn, Ellen Crosfield 4, Henrietta Crosfield 4 and 
Margaret Crosfield 1. 

12.1.1886 
At an extraordinary general meeting of the Conglog Slate & Slab Company Limited duly 
convened and held at the registered office of the Company situate at 20, Princess Square, 
Plymouth, in the county of Devon on the 12th day November 1885 was duly passed and at a 
subsequent extraordinary general meeting of the members of the Company also duly 
convened and held at the same place on the 1Oth day of December 1885 the following 
special resolution was duly confirmed -
1. That the New Conglog Slate & Slab Company Limited be wound up voluntarily and a 
liquidator be appointed for the purpose of such winding up. 
2. That Mr Thomas Horswill, the present Secretary, be appointed liquidator under the 
controlled supervision of affairs and finances of the Company. 

18.3.1909 
Board of Trade, 8 Delahay Street, Westminster 
I beg to inform in persuance of the sub section 1 of section 22 of the Companies (Winding up 
Act) 1890 the Board of Trade have by an order dated the 13th day of March 1909 granted the 
release of Mr Alfred Felix Goodman as liquidator of the the above named Company. 

30.5.1911 
Persuant to section 242 (3) of the Companies (Consolidation) Act 19081 hereby give you 
notice that at the expiration of three months from the date hereof the name of your Company 
will, unless cause is shown to the contrary, be struck off register and the Company dissolved. 

7.11.1911 
This Company was dissolved under clause 242 (5) of the Companies (Consolidation) Act 
1908 by notice in the London Gazette dated 7th November 1911 . 

File : PRO/KEW BT31/2959/16586 
File : slatec-e 

Reviewed by John A. Knight -London 8.3.2002 



 

 
 

 

  



 

 
 

 

 

 

Output 

CG019-1 
Con!!ilog out12ut d'j 

Make: _Reports. Ship: JWG 58 ( 1860-&~;). Men: List of Mines and Repotts. 

make ship men u/g surface total 

1875 n.m. 
1876 worked 
1877 601 9 9 18 
1878 :308 11 18 29 
1879 175 6 2 8 
1880 123 7 :3 10 
1881 159 ~1 ' 3 J 6 
1882 267 15 5 20 
1883 313 221 8 9 17 
18811 ' 425 16 J 19 
1885 504 417 14 6 20 
1886 264 10 6 5 11 
1887 168 lt ~ 4 J 7 
1888 n.m. 4 1 5 
1889 61 3 2 5 
1890 72 5 5 10 
1891 27 2 2 4 
1892 n.m. 
1893 susp. 
1894 51 4 12 16 
1895 2:35 8 7 15 
1896 226 10 7 17 
1897 131 7 7 14 
1898 . 299 4 5 9 
1899 152 4 3 7 
1900 
1901 312 7 11 18 
1902 862 8 11 19 
1903 725 8 14 22 
1904 500 5 5 10 
1905 480 7 8 15 
1906 :340 4 4 8 
1907 100 1 2 3 
1908 50 1 2 3 
1909 n.m. 1 1 2 
1910- a.m. n.m . 
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Gillow 
Kempe and Matthews (Betteley) 

Kempe and Sims 

Gl YN FFESTINIOG 
QUARRY 

Ross 

GLYN FFESTINIOG 
SLATE CO 

Tanygrisiau 
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1 C5 Ds--1870s CG020 
1/5 

'1 20 3 . TGk c n.o t c 2 J ;.c n 1854 WOS on e' f'lJ OG to R t~bo r t Roberts o f Ffos tinio ~ 

eurso?n e n d John ~i lli~ms o f Ff a a tin i o g quurr ym~n, gu lch c wmorthi n 
f or t wo yec rs , 1/12 e n d £3- ! 7.10.0. ~c p a s 1D6B. 

1 2 04. . Ri! p ur:. t 9 AU? 1856 . 

NLW Lcngu evi l1.e 1422. Ec'w2 r t.i Bree ·l s c t..o Longuev i l lc 3 1 Jan 18 6 6,1 

r c t .o l< un n t o fo r Dr Roberts o f Gon;] l o g. Qu c. r r y . To.k on :.J tc i'r om (VI e r 1 BG~ 
f o r 2 yc c r a . Los t M~r ch you c onse n t ed to obt~in tck ona t 8 fo r Robe rt s 
a l onq l' rm.t e tc c.ll pt i t' ; plcc s r: o b2.i Qc . 

1 0 07. Ta k cn c t o 2 6 Me r 1J66 MJ GG t _ Rotcrts , 2 Y8Lrs fro~ 2 5 Mor fo r 
1/12 an c: t l o. I nk map xs roxy 

1 00 6.:::::1~05 . Low:? C 14 ttJ?l 18 G8 t'1J OG to -R o be r t s o f F fcstin ::. o0. s u r \:,.t:On. 
pf o ll r:~ inus i n p o r t. o f Cwr~o r thin Uchc: kn uwn .. s f.l wlch C wr:~c r i:h i n. GB 

in. p l <..n ( xBr~x ) . 2/ - p t a n , mi nimu m :C 25 , ~2 p f"L l'L f o r t .:. ,:;s . Plan : 
lw ~:ur;d ~ r cc ,l1r ~.,; w , ~ cxc~ ~t l o f t tri t.n :, l u y Gl l'ol!J . 2 1 yc..~::rG fr nm 2 5 Ptn r 
1068. 

·" 9 0 <~ . L <: 'Gtt:r · 22 f\Ug 186 8 Cw~:.-1r t:1in SL :d:c Co Lt C: , P ort ? F(? ) C. Bnll 
mLnns'-r , t o R . nobGrt~ E~q Pert. Wi~lin ~ to ~r~nt yo u r i y h t of woy 
ui th l c2v c: ~:5 h ~' L:own r ails t i1 r rJ u c;h Cwr.< b.ycha n {sic) f ur uri p t on 
on o l l g cwC.:S- ) •.m~: t o p .:: y our mun ff' r t: k i ns t,w l:.o:.. ':Jo:J.ons u p t: n.c.: t!own 
our i n c.:'. i n ..:.s tc T<-n y :.J r i sia o, ~ the 6C: tn J., tch: ~;c u r t- •1 f i n cli::>:os ., 

10 1 3 . ,!\,gr u;..,mon t JR OG, Rh c:: y ,·L s l .:.. t c Co Lt~: , <" n C: Rober· t s , 6 Nov ·] 8 71. 
JRO G l~.. c ::, cc t c !ih n >_;yc.· f o r 21 y o::.rs f r um 25 Ma r H> 71 c.r:lt ' t o 1\o ber t s 
21 year s fr cm 25 M;;.r 1 :J58 . Oi sput8s b.o t wGun co ,~n1·' Robe r ts - cam e 
lan cs · lo <c.~'cJ to i:::G t h . ilun,ccforth yal l ow li.:.nd on plu n. (xe r ox), c ompr i s1Hi 
i fil, b.o th lo<... st: s, may be uc;cr' f o r t i ,J p:i.n g j n i n U . y ny Co nn C: ;]ube r t s . 
Br own inclu ~· oc in H D b.o:r t~; l c• <Jo ma y he u stHi b y Co to t; ip , au t n o t 'co 
i rd;ori'cr e ~j i t h Rob.ert s min i ns . Co lu llm.'L. c;'r ,:," 1 <. n:-! , I'IJb o r t s s epi u 
L.:nt: . C0 to r .: t c· i n cutt:_ s,oc t h .. y bu~. l ~ .:n. L .:';-;u lGu~ Hd to !(._, bel 'C::l till 
it o :·i1a .ll r r·qui r c ~hem. Co a .: lr w:. ~ ·:;.o t ... k u u.~. to r from Ll yn con clnQ. 
( incl UOO~ in a uber tG lc~ se ) Up on ~ui ~Jin 2 dum ; if n o t ~u f ~i ci unt fo r 
both c.onc-.crns, to ~ G r ~· i ou t' a t j oint e ~: pGn se of Co c,n.C: Ho b.:r :.s. Ce t o 
c.ontin uo 'co !'l a ve ri ;)·,t to w:· t e r froM Llyn Cl o~; wyn.brith ( i n c l u ct eC.: i n 
Rob.or t s leusc ) 11 b.y f•l oan.s o f t h eir s y phon a :; hcn:·c.. t ofor e" .- Ro b a r t s t o. 
l1ave f~eL us e f o r wo r kman wi t h o r wi t hou t ho r sG S an ~ car t s ulon~ r oad 
f r om tJis rJ :~ 01.! !1 cJa r y to C Wr.1D r til in CO I S land ' he C.On t r i bu t i n. g pr oper tJ. on 
QF c os t of r epair , a nd righ t t o loy t r pmwc y a t s i~ o o f r u ad. Ro berts 
ma y la y' r a i l s f r o m his q uarry to f{ 11 c sy t.:c:: -.; ramwe:y, Ri w sy L;;.; Co c o n ueyin g 
sl<at e 1 i n Rob,erb; ' t r.u,d (S a '.: Gc.i p t ::m . 

101 4=- 1206. Lc :;:;c 2 4 Mar 1 8 7 2 Ro b e r ts , Tyh wni:ir bwl ch, t o W. K.,Bl. l< empo, 
8,r c n:t. a n.J T.t'I.Ma tll.t .. h ews , Br LI:l,t . r::on.si.::crat i on £ 9 00 . Am.en,d e> d a rea . 
Rmb c rts r u ccr UQs ri Qh t t o ~uild t r c mway f rom just ~slow c o t tages t o 
Rh osydd t r p mwo y withou t coQpaDsat~on to K a n d M. 2 1 y ear s f rom 2 5 
mar 1 8ti3~ i / 12 and £25 cu l:r om:t <Jn,d £2 p cer e f or ti ps . Em p loy mi rtimum 
8. men. Form compan,y. f'la :J c,r u...:o. W ba l f o1:1l y l oascd 1 bo un d ar y a s 
p tm c:il l ecl on x o rox plan from 100 6 . 
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101:. . Li c.oncc 2 Oct '1 37 2 J HGG :.u Ro:.Cert::: t o .: _Jlc· .. ~· c.::.~vo . 
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1205. Let turr 8 r oc~e t o L cn ~ucuille . C J uly 1u7 2. n0be r ts r:tci~e 
C\l.'J:, n r:;Gmcnts •• fo r t:.o immc~iato wo~ki :1,_, a n u. lar ~o scal e wf u ·, e be e t . 
p or t i on o f tho ~r o un~c cr. nto' t~ ~i~ ~t Con ~ l ,S" • Tu sr~nt un~orleaso 
c f hcl f t n ;: a ·._ M Ofl conditi m t'.c:.·i; ~ o • ,J .. ny is fo rned . r.o r n' s c on.s 01ht 
p leLCG. Gi ucn ( a ~ , ~uvcj 3 or.t 1o7~ . 

14 ~ou ~ ~7~ . K a n L M wor kin : vi :- r ously . ~ubcrtbr o~r8 . m unt with 
th em to leu ~ o ot~or hal f after 1~ m~nt~s on r einbur~~mLnt o f ull h i s 
pu t lay vcr l~~ t 1 6 ur 17 yea r s. ~oro 's c cnsunt plLu~e . r. i vun. 11 
1\p l 1874 . 

17 Foh h•74 . l(oMpc :::n ,, ~ims :;av ... c onsido:: - blc nur:t :,:, or vf :-;en wor k i n £,. 
ilovo ~~riven l .... uols , ::ho n.o :::loco ma ·L ye t . ' Al s o in.c lt.:~e <! , 4ui ce 
e r ly plan of cwmor 'ci1 in wor :: i n s s) . 

9;3 5. Latt..er 20 Cct 1'373 Cwmor th in S l :!to Co , J ... s t.pil F. Si ms mon o:; e r, 
t ::. Ro be r ts Tyhwntir !.:'wl ch . :1:::2 told l" r Ke l:uw t i>at "no c on'trar t tLas 
bt.t.n cn t erod i nto wit~. y u by my t:i r cctors -f or t he c rooli nr:; o f <; h e 
Slates f r um ' t;he Con a loc Quer ry c.; own t !lo Inclin ~.-~- o f thu Cwl,o r ~;·~ .:.n 

Slutc. Co Ltl;u , or:h~ wil: su ~. K tu ma kco rqu~ually a ·'\l.:o.nta e, oo u b c.rt· <m c.omont.::: , 

9u6 . 1'1c.. t t:Oo~ c to Roberts , :JO :::: c<; 1d73. Ha r tr t..n:...fu r rocl all Ills 
i ntcrl.:- t i n _t;1e a :;; r c •·mcnt with / lU c f Jan 1o72 r L la .... ~ u of el:J l :::h 
Cwmor th in to E~w,· r ~ S o t~olcy o f Plymuu~ll: p lo-s~ s rant unacr l~~c c 
oppl l ec' fu r to hi m. 

10~7 . Rc!T'po anL l'!utthow~ t o Ro ba r ts , rLquc r- t ing un uur l caso t. f 
r Lnainin : p o r t i on . 30 Cc~ 137 ~ . 

9 o7 • . J o hn l<e l h y s -l ync., uth~ t o Br a :-e 31 Oct 1:::l3. S n C:!' n c t i c o t o 
Or Rober t s arkin ~ h im to s runt nuhlu~co of r • main ~Lr uf pr opurty o f 
his le&sc fr c m l'l r ~ Gore . 

9 :-. .: . Er'wc.r ·' 3ett.eloy, r:!_ymcu t,&~ t ::; Ro'lcr t s 24 Dec 1 v 7:J . Roquc:: t t o 
t:;r .:snt un dtJil(,! < c e to Chas J ohn Sims uf 1-J l ymc ut:-,, r.w n s:ano r e mi ne 
pr opri e t or, ·i;o£_eti1C r wi th Kempo . 

1229. ? ro~pectus of Con alog BlutL & Slob Co LtJ, 1373. Sec_·t~ry 

T. 2 .Lal:Js. Ve i n 80 y ~c wi ·a, . n ~ two e ther veins. Ne - rly ~00 acres. 
P r opose .:~ to s pGnd .!:15000 t. n '-"ve l upmcnt ~.n .: no c! .in c ry. Am p l e w:..Lu r 
pu wor t.va i lablo wi t h a f a l l o f 500 ft f o r ~ r ivin g all r:tac~inary 

r e qui r ed . Azre~mLnt 21 Now 1 ~ 7 2 K an~ M - Hcr s will or trusteu, ~cllin g 
p r operty fo r r.:5ooo . Ono o f 3 1:uin s "hac bocn piercu ...: b.y t ria l 
t u nn.e ;ts of con s i :..:o rublo L .: n g,ti'. i n s_\lur<..l ,;laces". wi th~n 500 y..: s 

o.f Croe s.: r tr c mwt. y, ·1 mile of FR . Repcrt o f u.Ui l ::. i c ms, consultin g, 
mo r.t ag_er of We lsh Sl&te Co : tri<:.ls effect i ll c ; struck by o xtrao r c.:inc.ry 
s i z e of slatu ; c;,lo•. ua so excoll~n t. Re po rt o f J . Ko llo w, quarry engi neer 
of 26 y~cr s prad;;i c <.o l c .: tJe l· i unce~ ~oad roo f c.n c: fl oor to vein. 80 y us 

wi~e at r igh t anQ l os t :.. bed . Easi ly got. La r : e c i ze . Tunnels s ho r t . 
2 o t ht. r veins t o ~ . Lake 550 f t c t ove . Ea s y to build t rr mwa y to 
Croc s or Tr u mW8 Y - a r rcn c e mon t exi sts to u~c th~ir line fo r 6 j p ton . 
Re po rt Wm Rowlc n c:s, m.::. n r..;GJ:- vo tty, s i n i l o r. Kel low esuin: cu gc_o s ts 
u x b,n ~ing pru~ cnt tunnc.: ls, ,, l ivin g 2 o · ' i tionc~ l tun:l (.; ls on -.! o,::~cn ing. 

4 g,t.lL:.r i cs; bu; in.:; r a il c , w;::; \.ions etc , w~ 'cu·wh -e l, s e wing machinery 
e tc (£3000), tot~ l r CSOO in f i r s t two y ccrs . 
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1 019,.:1 207 . Lc.::sc 20 Apl 187 4 RobortB t c !~e c1 pc c:. n ·~ Sims of e th e r hslf 
of Con glo!'l property , f ur £200 0 plus ! 25 C:cst.:::::Lnt .::.n ' 1/12 , 21 y c..:- rs 
fr om 2o Me r 1 868 . r .J o r m.:-.p. 

101 8 . JROG cont:wnt tu uui.Jlc:. t cwconc half. 

Jl.n i r.tr,. J o u rn.<.: l 18 7 4 9 7 5 ( Sc p 5 ) . Lotter Edwr· rcl ~~.:ttdo y. 3 y o..:tr s 
ago Con gl o£; t ..:Jken up by c f ew gont s li'hu pai d l n r ]o pr ~mium f or gr ant 
un tJ s pen t sc verc l hun . ' r B ~C on c: r i vint; t un nols . Pr over:: s .lo.te fo r 8 0 
y ws wi de , G~(c ;.. llo l:l.tly l a r se . Se t up cor.tp0ny lC~::: t ye •:.t· , vigo rous 
dovc. l opmen.t, t unnels 1 50 y ~s thro ve in. Constructi on o f tr ~ mwny t~ 

FR an~ cracti on o f ma chine ry t o r eturn %50 tons p r mon th un de r way , 
t.o be r cat1y by en G of yoor . Only need t u t unnel ncr o os Vt.. in , n o t 
a l on.\.J i t . 

~inin~ J ourna l 1 874 1115 (O c t 10 ) . Lat ter T . Hc r swi l l. 3 t un nuls , 
20 yes vurtic~·. lly '-r-:art , r oon1 f o r m.oru thon one c.bovo nn:~ on o below. 
N':l 1 40 y c~s tliru fi t.e t v e in , a n ;:! criva0c on: i t 72 y ..;s lon.~ , from 
which C~Kmb,; r s boin ~:, o,.:.c;ne c~ . No 2 80 y ...:s tz,h r ou gh f ir s t ve in anc: 7 0 y cl s 
th r o p~con~ . " No 3 1 20 yGc , n~ t yet t u f i rst u : in. InclinL from No 2 
t .o vc l lcy J..c i ..: :town , wi th r.J < chincry fo r w'J rkint,; i t . Tr<H.lW"'Y to 
cwm Gr th i n Querry nc ~rly com~lutL . Uhcelp i t built en~ sh1:c rur 
m.cchinln ·y Gdu'c:n.cLd . con ct r uct::.on u f inclim; unL tr t.mw<. y l,; l ' u t· t cru .... i t 
to mon OJs_er , J ·o hn E t~w ..... r t:s lJf F'osti n i o g . 

' \ 

1232 . L e~GC 17 NoV 1874 Cumor thin Sl a te Co LtJ t o Con BlOJ Slate & 
Sl a b Co L b~ , 21 )' :Jar s o f ~~_.y le c vu ..:n :-1 licun c c t o m.:.l:e tr<~mw;:.y . 1/50. 
Pla n xe rox. From A on boun ·_'a ry to c tcn.c: .:.t 8? skGl Gton bri ·~sc on 
pill..::r s ouo r cr o_k to cton c <- t C n e r r fo o t ci r,.t.r t't'n s of c wmllych:· n 
Tc r e C'.co on.~ omo::.n k:no.lt o f stona t o D n LLJ~ .b r i..J ;c , h are no mor e than 
13 11 alJove h::;!l wub .. r, to ena!.71L. los s or ~ to :..u ::. l :l t.r"mw;..y from Lak e 
Mill on~ r~r down er -~~ cn t for s u ch w~ 6sons . To rock E 8ith i nc line 
wi th c u l u Gr t;; for t.trC"Lm .... n J w-.. t Grc our r e to 'r , :'r um to Lr. o~i_h t.n oug,h 
t o ~.:!. low 70 t t i r:Jbur:.; uncLr, wir e ropes wi t it ::::o t.::n br cckin g str a in; 
doubl t.. trumw~ y f rom i ncli ne f oo t t o G ~t juncti on with o~i~tin£ 
t r r ru wc y fr om Crosr· 1'1il l to r a i lW'-Y i nclines . e n :..):pir y , to han t.: ove r 
0- Gf lt3S !:• Or s pay in') for ::rum, rr ils etc. Clumor t: lin -:o wo r k t .rucko 
he lou• G. 

( C~nn or thin t rr mw;· y ne t 'Lhor c 1 ~355 r:· r 1360 (S poon e r m ar~s) 1 there by 
Se p 1862. Boy L 4~6 whu s~yc 1 8 50 i s wron B) . 

Fl\ t.-"b l c l ::n g t h of :b utlin os: Cwmor ch i n 1 S:'.i5 y .:r (:s , 2. i n clin e s; 
Con r,:,lor;; 1m 1 ::JGO yr'c, n c i n c line " :cun ticn o · • 

990 . L~tt._ r - 2S ,',~1 187G J J hn i'c-r :c~:i l l , ;.:: lyr.~ ~ u ::.:, , t·1 J •~ hn Et;w, rc's. 
Uan 'l..s cr.p)' c f y 'l!.Jil' qu ;..:::l~' •_' ue :: c j c. Lu. sc r- · ~·:.· w .. ~ - y 1/1 ~ on <-11 
s l<. t .... s an...; ::.; l<.bs c o::. d : ,'uc ... t his mo •. n ar:1 oun t r y i :.ud in r~ucin rr 

..:~ ii very , o r value Lt yuurry7 

Ca s::. ~.: y ' ~ Dir::ctur y c f Chu :.. tc l' cn L ~ ~ Wc. l l-b 1 J 76 . r1 ·i; P:J r t.ma .:cc , :; l ute 
c ompa n i e s i n c l udo con glo~. 
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1 2 3 3 . AQ_r uoment 14 Fo~ 1 GCJ2 !-!o r swi l l to Gil lt..w an d Su::tc ley. £ 2::,000 
p Ll r CII(ls:.. mon e y w: s pa i ..: t o Kem p u <:<n C: rt .:;ttho~Js, on.J c o r.1 p i:1ny ente red 
p osscst.i on ~ but 1: an t.: M c i d nut a ssi~ le •. :::c to ::u r ~will u r co:np any . 
K ~i o~· 187 B, M i nsane . compQn y now b e in g wo~n J up, H l i qui dato r. 
Ae,r o rJ rnom t t o sell to G u n t.l 8 i~ater <.:.: l o f cu,~l p un y i n. l GuDe and 
WL~yleavo f or £850, in c ludin c; I:H tcrwhoo l 7 tramways o tc . 

1 234 . Latte r Rober ts to Gillo w 17 Fob 1bG6. I f new compan y fo r mod 
t o take can.Ql og, wi llinc to vary 'cmrms uf lGk:sc to K an t.l 1'1 of 1872 
to £30 GB L~r :.:nt n u t ~25 ; r oy~lty 2/G p ton n o t 1/2~. Pur t i 8n of 
lan.Ll must i::;o sur r ondercd t.o me - that a :;: r e"' ·' ~etwe l n. w. w. Morri s o f 
Rhc.sy C:t.i ant: J . l ~ ellow Rawo of Cor.J.:_:,lnQ. 

1003 . Copy latter Roberts to Gi l lc w, · nD data (1: J9? ) . Yas : i ven 
le s:;or notice r c: quir i n.:; now lcw s c f e r .fur t ii o r 21 ye .... rs . He cc' y to 
a2ci ;Jm. oll my' in torcst.~ Ll Kant.: M (or ~ !:.:ccGU::.C; c: f l oLtor r t.:f u~on,cc , 

pre 187B?) 

1001. Let ~.' r Hor swi ll t u R t..b e ~t s 27 Fe b 1 oC 9 . On '1e: .clf of G.i.. llc w 
acce pts ofrer r t. r •. n owt. l <:nt o:(tons i o n c f leGs,:: o f 1 J 6u . 

~ .u. 

1235 •. Lette r 15 1\LIIJ, 10'90 J . I: .Rowe, !'JGn rliyn.~ t c RoL.ocd.s. Will 'cis 
CElluy 0 \!el:' le)'(.HJ S'( 

4/5 

9 95 . ' Lotter 18 99? J . K . R ow~, ~nn agcr Conc l c;, t J n o berts . "It is now 
a l e n "- tir.u.1 s i nce the Co mp <. ny ap~ lieu to y ou f or n now lease of the 
ab.ove property, <Jnd o f which t iH3Y have a. luga l c lui m. 11 Step on i t . 

1 :L36 . Nel:l spaper a ...: inc lu,' i nz invLn'.:ory ~ 1 S9 1 - xe rox 

1237 . · List ;..n.t.! val ¥atic n ~f i-J lant L.4 J un o 12sa - xerox 

1238 . AC;rccmont: 16 Su p 1;_92 L or-' Harluch :::.ri ...: liquillalu r uf CSO:SQCo. 
Liqui,; - tor c urrona.!er!; .i.nto;:o ._::: t: wi LL. leave machinery: if il c f i nds 
t cn<.Jnt i n 18 rncn.tl1s~ ila r loc:·, u:il l try to get tenant t J bLJY m.nchiner y 
f or £200 . Scho~ulc a n 12 ~G . 

1208. Le <;r (l) 15 Dec 1G9 5 Lor ·' Holcch t o 1\onal::.' rlobor~ Hamilton 
Lor.:.kha rt Ro ss o f Llonishnn, Mon, E~q cf wh ole Cun.s; l o•J arcu: s haroc 
t i p lan,t:r. as :;ofore . 21 )teur s fl:' om 24 Jun eil 1SSJ!:i . Rhosy ..:,· to have 
right t o w~ tur fr om propose~ n ew r nscrvo ir (Cwmcor Lio~ ), Conglo; , 
Clog_wyn.b.rit:• e tc ... n c t · cu tt8 ~ec, un les"' Rsss i1£, c ~)ona f i d e n er:l" n f 
s i te . 2/6 p 'con plus .Z2 pa - C l 'L t ip p l u s ~:u, :.:ren t £ 15- 25-50 over 
th r .:. .:.' y c ::. r G . · 

NLW Sc.lB cr.ta l oc;ue 2 53. Cwm ur :..i 1i0 s .. le 19UO . LGt.. rc of w: ylcauo 
ar.~ c::! ri gh ts uv.er ~;.. mwwy ·""n.d i nclinec 25 J une H l96 t o Locknur t Ros s 
f o r 1 ye Lr G f r om 3 1 Dec 1 ~ 95, £25 pa mer g i n J in to royalty of 2/6 p 
t on. Option ~o r enew f or 7 yeLrs on~ a gain to 191 6. Conglog incline 
L! r um. 9 1 :< 3 1 6 11 , r ope 840 '. 



 

 
 

 

 

 

( 
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121 2. A J r o ~m~n t 1 ~ay 1?01 L~ c~har t Rus s t o E WLr ~ R~uldn ~~ , Ge o s . 
!lugho s , Bohn c a. w~l~Gor RO~b r ts, Ca~U l lB ' r R ~bor ts , wm SGm Ruberto, 
Da vi d J o hn Rowlan ~o , ~ll of T~ny~ ri siau , h un cofor t h tormu~ wo r kmen . 
Ross omp cwor~ wor t<mon to u s u quar ry fo r c: on si d el'a t i nn of £290 , f r om 
whi r.i1 Ro s s wi l l pa y n r L'c.tr <. o f r c11t t c f! a r l oc:o a n d o t h or c lai ms. 

CG020 
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Wo r kme n f r ee t o on Qado o wn mon a t t heir ox p ~nse, an ~ t o pa y a ll r e n ts 
ro ya ltie s e t c . Ros s t o r~cn i v c hal f profit a fter wo r kin g o ~penso s e t c 
p a i d . Wo rkman t o t cko 6/- pd a n ~ ~ay a l l e t her ablu budi od workm en 
4-5/- p cJ . Qua r r y t o be wo r k e d prope rly, as a pp r ul.!o t: by El l is Pritcllar tl , 
Port , q u a r ry a sont, a c co l e r c pr ~ ecn tati vu of Rus s. "Th e wor kn un a rc 
t o pu t t he wa te r whee l ira a r ;;! c r a l so t he incline s t .l'a ml i n e a n d t he 
machinery c.n.d buildi n gs ut tl~cir own e >:pun so nn d to t h air own S<.l t is­
f acti on , and t hey a r o t o mai ntain t ho s ~mo in pro pe l' or ~e l' a t t ho 
Qu~:L:J:y ' s o xpon s o 11 • Should q uo rl'y be su ld , ma n to be r Gpaid t ::i OO. 
~J'o t t o b.o s old f e r l es s t hen £25 0 0 wi t h out t hei r c on sen t . Ellis 
Pritc har d to he pa i d 2~~~ pill all produce . Wo r kman t o l o t bo r £c. i n s. 
t o r r e s i uue of l e a se . 

1 210 • . 2 Ap l ·1903 s ur ren de r of 1095 lou~e . Ros s now c f mi tchuldoan. 

"' 5" 1699 r e v ( 2n d a d , pu~ 1902) a nd 1914 r uu ( pub 19 20) show con g l og 
t.rack ' in s itu .• 

DH O Z/DAt/ 3!19·. R ob~rt Rch ur 'cs ~ oa l:o l e y, to At.: hmo r u , 19 AUG 1901 .. 
Con g l og bein Q wor k od by Cac'twr. l adr Ro b.o r t s u t a l : t hey ." on ' t f ind it 
c on v cn i ont , ;...s l cDS- pro ui:do s, t o dtL 1 wi t il 10 l oodot.: w.:.c;9un s a t a 
timo - r10 o-.. t o san d l oss a t e c; o ~ c ould h l!l work i n c l i n oz h i ms e lf? 
We would l i l<c t o sto p tr ukki n Q o uo r t o c wmorU1i n fo r t .1 i s s mal l traclo 7 

s o ho ve prov i sLm <J lly ac r bod to l c: t 1lim wo r k i n c l in t.. c a t o wn r csponsi b­
ili t y' 

Cadw~~dr RObo~tu on pa p e r of Glyn Fe~tiQiog Sl~ ta & Sla b Querry, 
Ta n - y- Gri !ii a u to HR 17 AUC 1 !:10 1 wi th dr<.>f t a·~ r ...;c.m un t: Oc.k oley to 
al low GF t o c r uwl on inc lin e:: c. t Gwn ri s k wh un n uml:h.:r of wu r_ Qon s l e ss 
t h;:;n 10 . 

BY 19 12 no tra f f i c • 

. ~u 242 '1 . Pl a n of Con g) or; lwasc oct 1903 : i.iS kn uwn, i n c l u u.itdg s ha r ed 
l a n d, pro pos e d c wmcorni na. . Inc ludc·d : nt'tn p u f l c:. n u ho l tl by t h o &on.;;.l o g; 
Sla t e Co : c o py of ~ or th&roft 's s u r vs y n , n o ~ate : n t r i a ls i n sla t e" 
a t B ari~ c or c Dn~ o. otherwi se 0 5 Cbr ly c on ;;.l ng plans. An d aA n iP 
o f l a nd ho l d by t ho Com glo~ Sla te Company , Festini og. Thc s Ro b a r t s 
Par t m<. doc 1.1 0 .1 8 66". Rc f wrc tu suct i ons , n e t pr oecn.t . In c lu c. c c 
y allo~ t r i anblc o n wcot as 18 6 0 . Bo un db r y on S inc luJ o s la t e r j oi~t 
l a n d . nrr i a l s in . s ll.utou a t C7 Llyn duboc.h = 2la!<e immcr~i a t ely W o f 
Llyn Con g.l ou . ... 
~o 2426 . Plan c f Glyn F o ~ tiniog Sl a te & Sl ob Qu arry , xar e x o f c entra l 
s ectio n . 66. 1 :::1 11 • Rhosw ~c-Con glog boumda r y as cgr n..;·' 25 Sup 1903 . 
c op y sen t t o ~r Fostur QHar l cch ' s agont ) 22 oc t 1903 . 
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UCNIJJ 8o.n g,o r 589 ( l n' ' ':!o r Jan 18 72-0oc 1876), 59U ( r'o 1 J <... n 1877 -·0Jc 1888 ). 
592- 3 ( w: ~con ~r..yl1'1'ik s 1 ':';b- 96) n o r :. f.,rt:ncc s . 

52J .L9w c ur t i s ~ Haruoy pGr um Be vies CU-rblaid~: pow 'er to Rh: sy~d 
<J n ::! Park , an d S'ep-Doc 1876 :5 consis nr.:.snta tif 1Uc wt ccch t o Con g,l og. 

£190 . 60 . ::itt o t o Con:s.log: 10 cL:J t b:::.tchc~:: un.l. c:.ss s t:..cc tl: 
J utl 26, Apl 11 s July 25. 1877 
AUG 14 ( 5 cwt), Oct 28 1878 
1979 nono 
Mor 31, Oct 20 1830 (beth 5 ~wt) 
1 Ge 1 nor.o 
Mar 17 ( 5 cwt) 1 Nov 8 (3 cwt) 183 2 
9 Aut 1883 ( 5 cwt) 
n.o more 

58-9 .. 10 2. Con.Qlos; Qu a r ry p c.r Mr Kello w: 
1873 Oc t 3Q Timbor 8 cwt 

1374 

Nov 

Dec 

J :::n 
Fob 

24 
28. 
16 
2~ 

1 
2 ' 

ru tJbi s l1 w:-~_,uon 

1 truck f rom P<-rk 
1 wint.. ow 1 cjnor 
powr'u r 1 1 cwt 
Sl scpers ·from P~rk 1 t on 5 cwt 
Slec§ yrs 1 ton 5 cw t 

25- powuor 10 cwt 
Apl 2 c o.nd l oc 

8 2 wug~onr m~'ci1in cl:'y 1 ton 13 cwt 
20 2 waQgons m.cchinury 1Si cwt 

Mny 5 1 WGU~on ~cchino r y 1 ton 3 cwt qr 
1 3 timber ro nd m.::chinc l:'y 18 c wt 

Jun 5 mochin~ry t o Port 1 t on 
19 c .mr' lo o 

J uly 29 1 pioce t imber 1 cut 
SL!.l no t p c. i c: till 22 J cm 187 5 . 

590.1 31 . C onglc~ Slcto Qu~r ry por Mr J . Rc wc m ~ nugo r: 
1083 Doc 23 1 box s~ws 
1884 l'lo r 20 s lat; f r om Por t t o SL1i na 1 t on. 
No more till 

!: 90 .1 19 . Park 
1886 Sop 11 

Dc.t 25 ) 
Nov 15 ) 

Qunr ri~s pe r Wm Knllow: 
Slobs from cana l og t o Si ~in g 5 cw t @ 6d 

Sl ates end s l abs f r om Canale~ 5 t on s 17 cwt Q 8~ 

( th~so Guct moon, ~ t thrt ro t~ , from FR t o Cr oesur c i ! ing). 



 
 

 

 

  



 

 
 

 

 

Rhosydd 

CRQ BJC Addl (4) 1216. "Re Conglog and Rhosydd Quarries. Memo of 
terms . agreed upon as to water rights. 

CG022 

1 • The Conglog Co to have the exclusive use·· of water from Conglog 
Lake with this r eservation, that if at any time the Rhosydd Co shall 
reqyire the use of the water B1 from that lake, they shall be at 
liberty at their own expense to raise the dam and convey the water 
required to Rhosydd provided that they do not in any way thereby 
cause loss or injury to the Conglog quarry, and if necessary 
afterwards that the Conglog Co should at their own expense convey 
the water from below the Rhoeydd tips at a sufficiently high level 
i o turn the Conglog waterwheels. 

Should the dam be raised at the expense of the Conglog Co and the 
Rhosydd Co should afterwards require water from Conglog, under the 
same clause,, then that Rhosydd shall 'pay to the Conglog Co half the 
expense so gone to, to raise the dam. 

Rhosydd Co to have the exclusive ~ use of all other waters 
now userl by_ them (other than Conglog} subject to the next Elause. 
2. That should the Conglog Co require water from the Rhosydd Co other 
than under clause 1, that they shall be entitled to same at their own 
expense, from the bottom of the rubbish tip (at a sufficiently high levej 
to be effective to turn the Conglog waterwheel). 7th May 1903.» 

BJC Addl (4) 1217. Lloy•-George & George, solrs for Conglog, to 
Longueville 3 Oct 1903. Difficulty over boundary of land to be 
leased to Conglog settled by their representative meeting Rhosydd's 
on spot. Corrected plan on way. 

UCNW Cynbaiarn 203. Lease Lord Uarlech to New Rhosydd Slate Quarry 
Co, .21 Mar 190.5. for 42 years of part of ·Cwruorthin Ucha, 293 acres. 
Conglog have ri ght to enter property to execute works for conveying 
water to Conglog waterwheels, and excess%% ,water coming out of 
Rhosydd tips. If necess ary. Rhosydd may dam Llyn Conglog. So may 
Conglog; if they dam it and Rhosydd want :to use water too, to pay 
half cost each. Cottages built by Rhosydd on land formerly occupied 
by Robert Roberts liable t.o be removed if Conglog want site 

CRO BJC Addl (4) 1220. Lease as last, with plan. In Conglog lease, 
Rbosydd has Plas. Terrace, Clogwyn Brith, Res B. and Cwmcorsiog and 
Llyn Coch. 

BJC Addl (4) 1222. Lease Harlech to Colmans 18 Oct 1922. All Rhosydd• 
CWrnprthin Ucha and Conglog, 550 acres, 42 years from. 29 Sep 1920. 
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1886 fatal accident to David Diu~ Lloyd Roberts , 22, run over by 
· slab truck on surface. 

Merioneth Mines Report 1894. 
Highest adit 1425', lowest 1195', main office 1125 ' . 
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Source Unknown 

Chapter VI 

THE CONGLOG PROPERTY 

CG024 
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The slate property of Conglog, situated ~ the~~~~ 
but separated Vy a valley, has an area of 250 acres . The neighbour­
ing mountain is a little less than that at Rhosydd, 

Its working started in 1870 and continued to 1912 when it was 
given up; ihe people who exploited it, moreover, were simply working 
miners who started on the extraction of slate without any financial 
backing, They worked from day to day without any order or method, 
until the death of their principal members , The landlord, wishing 
to see his mines worked in the normal way, then took back from these 
workmen the mining rights he had conceded to them, 

('--.t--v- --~..., ~ ~ w-- tt..v t-n-·-, ' ~ ~ ~ 

l4c-- ~) 

r·~' which acquired the buildings, plant and machinery . 

-This slate property is much less important than the preceding as 
regards galleries and .chambers, but is capable of very great develop­
IJient. 

The water power, which works the mill, is provided by a natural 
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lake called "Llyn Conglog", With an area of 19 acres. Its depth is 
considerable and I could not obtain an exact measurement. The 
difference in height between the lake and the Mill is 900ft, and the 
distance 2 ,000 ft . The water is brought from the lake to the Mill 
in pipes. 

On the land of t his property is, within the lwundary and included 
in the lease, a farm of 7 acres bringing in £JO.o.o a year. 

For further information refer to the -
"Map of the Surface of the two Slate Mines of .Rhosydd 
and Conglog", 

annexed to my report. 

Valuation of Buildings .A Constructions 
r.a11, consisting of Factory & Outbuildings 
Building used for Smithy & House 
Construction of Inclines & tramways 
Wheel Pit 

Total of Works of Construction 
All the.se valuations are made at current pricesl& 

Valuation of Plant & Machinery 
1 Water Wheel & Pinions 

Tramways 
Water Channels & 

11 Wagons for Slate 
2 Taucks for Slate 

Pipes 
debris 

8 
4 
1 
1 
1 
1 

2 

1 
4 

Sawing Tables 
Cutting Machines 
Planing Machine 
Travelling Crane & Accessories 
Grindstone 
Saw Sharpening Machine 
Weighing Mac:;hines 
Shafting and Blearing• 
Cranes complete with chains 

Chains for slate blocks 
Tools for Forge 
Screw Jack 
Turntables with rails 
Etcetera 

Total of Plant & Machinery 
All these valuations are made at current prices · 

Total Valuation 

£4,ooo.o.o 
100.0.0 

2,ooo.o.o 
350.0.0 

£6,450.0.0 

£200.0.0 
1,500.0.0 
1,200.0.0 

300.0.0 
20.0.0 

1,360.0.0 
200.0.0 
200.0.0 
100.0.0 
10.0.0 
JO.Q.O 

100.0.0 
150.0.0 
70.0.0 
15.0.0 
10.0.0 
1o.o.o 
8o.o.o 
5.0.0 

£5,560.0.0 

Buildings & Construction 
Plant & Machinery 

When valuing the assets we will see what percentage 
deducted for age and usage. 

£6.450.0.0 
5,560.0.0 

£12,010.0.0 
shou}d be 
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The soil of the Conglog property differs from that of Rhosydd 
in this way, that there are on the surface some beds arranged 
geologically above that of Llandeilo, in fact on the ground opened 
up there are seen the Bala and Caradoc beds separated from the 
North Vein of the Llandeilo bed by a granite deposit 90 ft thick. 
The North Vein itself is present in very great thickness. 

The following is the sequence of the different beds commencing 
with the highest. It would be well to refer to the diagram of a 
section of the Conglog beds included in my report. 

1) The Slate bed of Bala and Caradoc - 210 ft thick which h as 
slates of no ,. commercial value. 

2) A Granite bed 90 ft tlti ck. 
Then comes -

J) The Llandeilo Slate bed which consists of -
a) The Nort~ Vein itself composed of slates of 

different qualities. The top slates of the bed over a thickness of 
4'$ ft are Without commercial value. The Slates from the next '0 tt can only be used for slabs. The slates from the next S"' ft 
can be used either for slates or slabs. Finally, the lower slates 
of the bed for R thickness of 110 ft are of excellent quality for 
roofing or slabs. ' 

b) Next to the North Vein is a bed of unusable ra~k 
8 ft thick. 

c) Then comes the Back Vein of the same quality as the 
same vein at Rbosydd and 105 ft thick. 

d) A rock bed \'l.ft thick. 
e) The Narrow Vein. 

and so on floowing t ue same sequence as at nhosydd, but the property 
ends in the micldle of the Back Vein. 

For the transport of slates from the openings of the tunnels to 
t he Mill an inclined plane is used with rails going up and down, and 
the necessary m~chinery. 

Galleries and Chambers 

Entrance to the Mine is by three tunnels, one above the other 
running North West. The first bas been bored at 40 ft above the 
Mill, the second 40 ft higher, and the Jrd 40 ft higher still. 

, The fj.rst Tunnel JJO ft long has not yet any chambers. 

The second Tunnel 792 ft long, has a short cross gallery With 
5 chambers - A.B.C.D.E • .. 

The dimensions of the Chambers and of the Pillars are the same 
as at Rhosydd, which I have stated above. 

The third Tunnel 314 ft long, has also a short transverse ~a 
gallery which has J Chambers opened - A.B.C. Their dimensions are 
also . the same as in the other mine. 

The workings at Conglog are thus, according to the result of my 
investigatiQn, very little developed, but a future of much greater 
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magnatude is pocsible, not comparable, however, to that of Rhosydd. 

In Chapter IX we will investigate, as in the former mine, what 
further developments are po f' sible. 

The reports of the two experts, from which I have quoted some 
passages in reference to Rhosydd, are less enthusiastic regarding 
Conglog. In effect the first contents himself with saying-

"All the other Slate Veins situated on the adjacent 
property oalled Conglog, with its water power are included 
in the assets of the Company". 

The second states:-
"Two lakes, situated on the Conglog property, with effective 
water falls of 600 and 900 ft will give more than enough 
electric' power to worlc the quarries, mills, railways and 
mineral lodes. At least 2,500 h.p. can be generated, of which 
not more than half will he needed by the Company". 

and that is all. Although they seem to consider this mine to be 
an celemel't of little importance. doubtless because it furnishes 
slates of a less brilliant quality than Rhosydd, I consider that 
Conglog can become an important source of riches, cheifly by 
exploiting it for tables and slabs from the North Vein for a workable 
thickness of 220 ft, out of a total thickness of 710 ft. 

Reference may usefully be made of the 
" Plan of the Working of the Slate Mine of Conglog" 

annexed to the report. 

Transport of Slate 

· The remov~l of the products from Conglog is effected at the 
station of Tan-y-Grisiau 1 mile 1440 yards ,distant. 

From the Mill to Lake Llyn Cwmorthin, 3,000 ft distant, the route 
is over the property thence it borrows the land of the Oakley Mine. 
Transport is by animal traction. The cost of this transport 
payable to the Oakley Mine is 1/- per ton. 



 
 

 

  



 

 
 

 

The following is part of a 

'Report of the Inspection of the Slate Quarries belonging to 
THE RHOSYDD UNITED SLATE QUARRIES LIMITED'. 
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Undertaken by Emiele Bainier, expert engineer ofthe State, Chevalier, of the Legion of Honour, living in Paris. 
Requested by Mr Dudley M Colman, living in London. 

The quarries inspected were Rhosydd, Conglog and Groes y Ddwy Afon. 
The report is dated I Man:h 1921 

.,_ 
CRAfTER - Vl. 

THI C01l<U,C:XL -PROPERTY· 

The slate property ot Congl~~:~ situated _beside the precedine. 

are separated by - ~ 'Wl.ley ~ 'has · a.n _JU"ea · ot · 250 ·acres. 

the mountain 1B a 11 ttle le'!~ -~--that of_ IUloaydd.. 

The hei~t of 

Ita work1ne atarted ·_- 1n . l8'70ran~ ··oo~t1nued ' to 1919 when it wae 
. - .. ~ . . - ·- . ;: . 

etven up; _the people ·~ ·_ expl.'oite~Lit.:. moreo"ftr. :•ere simply work'!n~ 
. • I • .":·. • • • . • 

miners who started on the "exiraot1ori~·or;:eiate· without ·any financial· 

bllck1ng. -: They ~or~e.~ :trom .. ·da~-~ ~~:--~--~~-~~~ut ·or~er o.r metho4. . . . .. ' ' . - . . . 
until the death 'of .thej r princ~paE'me~era~ . -The landlord, w1 shit'll 

-. . 
worlonen the mining rigll_ts· he ~-~oonoedecl:-~ ~em. 

This prope~ty was etarted.) a.ptn .. in-~1920. by ·the present Company, . - ~ .. ... .• . 
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which acquired the .buildings, pl~~ .and'·maohjne1"y. · 
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This slate property is much less important than the precedin~ ~e 

regards sallertes and. chamberet_.:but 1a capable. of very treat develop• 

ment. 

The water power, which works the ·mill, -~ provided by a natural 

lake called "Llyn Conglo~", .with :an area of-.. 19 acres. Its depth is 

considerable and I could not obtai~ an exact measurement. The 
. . 

difference in height between ~ the ... ~ake :and .the mill is 900 ft., and the 

distance 2,0~ft. 

by pipes. 

. . 
The water ·is -brought from .the lake to the mill 

On the ·land of·. this property ;ts, - with!h ·· the 'boundary and 1nclu4ed in, 

the lease, a . farm of 7 acres brinsing . in £30. o. o. a year. 

For further information reter ~to -the-

"llap ·of the. _Surface ' of ~ the two Slate JUnes of Rhosydd 
and Conglog" • · 

annexed. to ~ report • . 

Valuation of· Buildings. &: -Construc.tions. 

Kill, consisting of Factory.·lc-.;i-011~bq1lclipga.: ­
Bui ldin~ us eel for SmU:ey.: I:.~Bo\iae'· ... · 
Construction of inclines &: ·tramways 
Wheel Pit - · 

£4,000. 
100. 

2,000. 
350. 

o. o. 
o. o. 
o. o. 
o.~. 

Total ·of ·works. of;'.Construotion ·- £6,450. o. o. 

Al.l these 'ft,'luations ar_e .JDaCle at·; ou;-rent prices. 

··. 



 

 
 

 

Va.luat:l.on of · Plant ·.&. V&chinery. 

1 Water Wheel &'Pinions 
Tramways · · . -
Water Channels ·& Pipes 

11 Wa~ons for alate debri• • ·· 
2 Trucks for Slate 
8 Sawini Tables 
4 Cutting Machines 
1 Pla.n!n~ Machine . 
1 Travellin~ · crane & Accessories 

· 1 Grindstone 
·1 Saw Sharpenin~ Machine 

· Weighing machines 
Shafting & Bearings -

2 Cranes complete with chains 
Chains for slate blocks. 
Tools for Forge -

1 Screw Jack 
4 Turntables with rails. 

Etcetera 

Total of Plant & Machinery 

.. 

.;, 200. o. o. 
1,500. o. o. 
1,200. o. o. 

aoo. o. o. 
20. o. o. 

1, 360. o. o. 
200. o. o. 
200. o. o. 
100. o. o. 
10. o. o. 
30. o. o. 

100. o • . o. 
150. o. o. 

70. o. o. 
15. o. o • 
10. o. o. 
10. o. o. 
eo. o. o. 

5. o. 0. 

£5,560. o. o. 

All these valuations are made at current prices. 

Total Yal.ua\!.Qn 

Buildines & Constructions -
Plant & llaohinery. 

£6,450. o. o. 
5.560. o. o. 

£ 12,010. o. o. 

When va.luini the ass~t:e ·,.-e.:;will .see:·,ha.t ·percentage should 
be deducted for aee a.n~sa~e. 

Geologioai Composition. 
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The soil o~ : the Conglog·.;property ;_dU'!ers _: from that of Rhoaydd 



 

 
 

 

in this way, that there are on the eurface .eome beds arranied 
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. geologically above that of Llandeile,. in :tact o.n the ground opened 

up there are seen the .Bala and Ol).radoc beds separated from the 

North Vein of the Llandeilo bed by a granite deposit 90 ft. thick. 

The North Vein itself ie preeent · in . Tery· great thickness. 

The following is ·the sequence of the different beds commencing 

with the ~i&hest. It would _be -well to ·refer \o the d1agra.'1l of a 

sectj on of the Congloi .~eels included ·1n my. report. 

1) • . the Slate bed of Jala and Cara4oo - 21Q ft. thick which has 

slates of no commercial .alue. 

2). A _Grapi~e bed 90ft. thick. 

Then comes -

3). The Llandeilo §l.ate.· be9 which oonsbts of -

a). Tbe North Vein 1tself oompoeed of ·slates of 

different qualities. The top s~tes . of tne bed ·Over a thickness of 

190 ft. are without commercial value~ The Slates ~rom the next 

60 ft. can only be used to·r Blabs. .IJ'he ala tea from the next 50 ft. 

can be used either tor·· ala tee or ·slabs. Ei~ally, the lower slatee 

of the bed for a thickness of ~llQs tt. are or · ~;xcellent quali t7 for 

rooting or slabs. 

b). Next to the North Vein is. a bed of knusable rock 
8 ft. thick. 

o). -Then comes the Back Yein .ot ·the -same qualitT as the 

same vein at Bhosydd and l05 ·ft. thi~k. 

cl). .A rooky ·bed l2 ft·. thiok. 

· e). The Na;row Yein.· 

and -so on following the same sequence as at Rhosydd, but the propertT 
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ends in the middle of the Back· vein. 
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For the transp•rt of el~tes t~om the openings of the tunnels to 

the Xill _an 1nc11ned .plane is used with rails i01ng up and down, and 

the necessary machinery. 

Galleries and 9hambers. 

Entrance to tbe .Kine is. by three "tunnele. ope abpTB the other 

running Borth West. The ·ftrst ,. has -been ·borect at 40 ft. above the 

lUll, the _ seoon~ .40 ft. higher, .and the 3rCl .40 ft. higher still. 

The first 1unnel ~30 ft. long, has not yet any chambers. 

The second tunnel ?~2 tt. long, has a short cross gallery with 

5 Chambers - A.B.C.D.E. 

The dimensions of the Chambers and of the Pillars are the same 

as at Rhosydd. which I .have stated·above. 

The thirg TunnQl ~14 · f.t. lona, ·bas also a short transverse 

Rallery which has ~ Chambers opened - A.B. C. 

are also the same as in the other mine. 

Their dimensions 

The workings at Conglog ar• th~s. according to the result of ~ 

investigation. -very .little. de.yel.oped, ~uta future of much. greater 

dgnitude is possible, not .. compara'ble, h,owenr, to that of Bhosydd. 

In Chapter lXwe will inyeetig~t~; ~~in the former mine, what 

further development.& are · possib~e • . 

The reports of - the two experts, trom .whioh I have quoted some 

passages in reference · to. ·Rhoeydd, a.re . less enthusiastic regarding 

Congloe • ln erreot the ttrst oonten~~ blmeelt with saying -

. •All the ot~er Slate Veins ait)Ja:te4 _ori the. adjacent 
. •property. call~d . Congloa ,; wi"th. 1 h . -.,a ter power -a;re included 
•tn '.the -assets ... ot the C.om~•-. 
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_The second states.:-

•Two lakeS'·· sJ:tuatac1! :on tlie Conal.P.& ·prQpe:t'ty, .w1 th 
•etfeotfve water t'&l.la o·r .6.00 M4 " 900 - ~i: .. '911.1 ·ai"te .. more 
·~ enovah eleotrtc· powe-r w w-otl[- · ~'t q~arrias,: milli, 
•n.11Wa.y_a and 111~e.ra1 q.c._de•• -At.1.1J&tJt -~; 500: :h.p. -oan · 
WOe gener~ted, of Whi-ch 'iiot, .liiOl'~ tllaQ hal:t: will be ,needed 
.troy the . Compa.Dy •. 
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and that is ,al.-1• A1 though. tbey- 888111 :to Oo.rl"a1:4er.· this mine to be 

an element of 11 ttl'e ,tJilport:ance. doubtless be_oauee U furnishes 

elate~ :or _ a ·less .;brilliant ·qual1t7 than 'Rhosydd • 1 , consider that 

Conglo'g · cari b~c_olne 7an .import~.~ ;souro·~ Q! r1ehee.-:: gheUlt ' by 

e:xploi titlg,:') t ·ro~ tables >and:-~slab•· t"~:m· ·~e "~_orth .: Veln ·ror a workable : ... ; . ~ 

thtclmess of ~O~.:ft. -out ot-.a ·total thi.ckne_•ls: or -:710 -tt. 

·Reference may. use!ul,ly ~e a4e fJ't the 

•Plan ·.of . the~Work1ng o.f the Slate ll1n!3 of Congloa• 

annexed · to ·. the report. 

Transport of Sl-e.te, 

The ·iemo-vaLof tlie .. produe;ta tram. e6ne-1oa ie ef..feo-ted at tae '· 

station or -tan-y~Gds1Q.~ l mil-e 1440 ya.r"de distant-. 

l'rom the lU.l.l. to .IAlce l.l.yn Cblo:t-tldJ:l ... ~.ooo .zt. 41Jt&llt4 th·,.. 

route .is -over- the ~rC?Jle:r:~Y tllens;;.Q. j:;t· b.o:rroo "the' 1and :of :tl;le 'Oakl.~y 

Mine. 
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J ~scph Kello w r cpr osunt~d P~ rk qucr~y 1369-74 . Wil l i nm Knllow 137 5-S2 1 

Mo ses l<n l low 189 :3- . Wi lliatm fu t hor oi' f~G<>tH>i b.u r n ( c s:::or_:.J.ns tc 
1 871 c c n su::- ) ' 183 2--3 Tip L':..)Ll; c;.pc r c..nt ly 'o:J:Z.nLI'c. l br:l~l).'i l·~: o f D ,1 0Lwlo ; 
·;-.,"' C./<:: 1 •'8 1805··-6 ; 1871 livGr: TL umc;:~oc . J o s e ph f ·, '- h r l! r l;1~ 1 j · m M' 

Lro t hc r ? 1 36G ( uccrn c: i n "- to l1iG :.;uc1k) h [• c: 26 pr a c.ti c. l t1Xp1.r:~ n co in. 
s l a t e (i . e . uin cc 1J42 ) ; but Conglo ~ ~r ~~~cctuc cf 1 2 7 ~ clso ~~ vcs 
hi m 2 6 ~tt.w.rs c.;:p G:t i e n c v ; liv e,:' T :r. t·; rn:..!Loc 1!3 6 8 ~ Lut nu·l:. "i~U 1 (r 

J . l<cllow R owe ~ ut;cn t o f Con.c; l oS~, mu s t h;·,v,: bo.:n r:~ l ~ t L..L' "G.w L . 

Si..ms: t:1 r ~c i n ur int ,~ r ' .... ~~cd in ~::r:r~u wt r;r mo t; i cc; ~ 
Cho ~l J ahn of p l y mr: u th, '71:.n.Q;-;n..;s.., mi nu tll'u~ r .i. n tJr , i rluo ::_ v_...: i :-t 

c, n s.l u ,:, ·1 8 7 4- . 
J·usq)h F' t w: f)a ~c :r n f Cwmor l:;i'oi :-t i n. 1 ': ·;o,, 
A. H. uf S r:Jn.;h.· nw ~ i :n.tu l \! .:~ i n MDjS~Sin .. i J 7 3-S~ ·- - 1~ ;~ H;-fo._ty Slct ~ 

qw: .r: r y ~t 1 9 7 S- 6 ( sr~n~u r 5JU ) 

1871 Census. Dr Robert Roberts Tuhwntirbwlch aged 49. 
High St' Portmadoc: Joseph Kellow 40 Engineer Cornwall 

Matilda 40 Wife Northampton Co. Pa 
Martin 9 son do 
Joseph 6 son Devonport Southaaptonl 
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cwmo r ·::nin 

MLW S<.. lc c ;:: t c .louu r: 253. Cwuur thin s~l c 4 Apl 19t.l0~ . 382 ::e ros 
f r c.e;h u i C.: . Thr ..:; w ir.clinGs (Cc n g .lo g), T <.: i f\ll.n:·la ... n :: Tcoy;:ridc \1 .. 
cross mi ll pe rt ucc~ t 5 s cus un( 5 dr c c sr rs on~ 1 o~w f or t i Mber. 

20 hp ~atcruhcol. 
93 1 shaftin £1 
2 c . i . pul l c y P 4 ' 6 " ~ic 

5 J o 2 ' 6" 

do 

9 ' 
4 1 6 11 

3 1 6" 
80 ' in~i:: rubto r bcl tin~ 4 " 
150 1 do z-!n 

Low or nille , 2 parc l l cl shc~s, 2 1 sGw~, 21 drc os~rs . 
30 h p w;-; t Gr whocl 
137' shuf ting 4" 
0 9 1 Mo 3-~- n 
12 ' co 3 11 

1 3 c . i. pul). rJ ys 4 ' rlL~ 
15 do 2 ' 
4.. w.i. do 5 1 

10 do 4 1 

1 d o 3 ' 
8 c.lo 
136 1 

60 1 

710 1 

630 ' 
140 '" 

l o;:.o th , r 
rubl:cr 
do 
c! o 
:~rivin~ 

2 ' 
be lting 

c'o 

chai n. 

1011 

9" 
tp r 

2~·11 


