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Bod Iorwerth, Newborough Watching Brief- Introduction: 

NGR 

Centred on SH 42454 65579 

Location and Topography 

Originally part of the curtilage of Bod. lorwerth. 
Chapel Street. Newborouglr. Anglesey. Plots I and 
2 occupy an area of rough ground between the 
house of Bad lorwerth and Chapel Street (Figure 
1). When compared to the profile of the field 
immedimely to the south east, it is el'idenl that the 
area has been built up along its north eastern 
edge 10 provide a level area of t,Tl'Otmd. 

A rcltaeologica/ Background 

Newborough was a planted town, imposed on an 
already existing town of Rhmyr. This l1'as 
achieved by moving the burgesses of Llanfaes, in 
south east Anglesey, to make way fur the 
construction of Beaumaris Castle and its English 
borough. Newborough ·s charter dates from 
AD I 303, although this is some eight years after 
the foundation of Beau mar is. The town was set 
out along two roads running roughly at right 
angles. 

Nell'borouglr 'sfortunes pru1·ed to be somewhat 
mixed. Both environmenwl and historical events 
compired to restrict/he gr01rth of the town. 
Repeated sand drifts 1rere a recurrent problem. 
Probab~v the largest of these occurred in 
AD I 330, co1·ering some 2 I I acres nnd destroying 
18 collages in Newborough and Rho.1yr. The 
borough also suffered in the rei'Oit of 
AD 1-108-9 when nineteen hurgages were bumt as 
a result of the re1·olt. 

There was a reril'{.i/ of fortunes in the sixteenth 
centWJ' with the estahlishmenl of the county court 
in the town from AD Jj0 7. This proved howerer, 
to be short lived and it was 1110\'ed back to 
Beaumaris in AD 15-19 . 

As part of an earlier derelopment pkm, hy E. and 
M Ogwen Roofing. in !997, Engineering 
Archaeological Sen'ices Ltd. were commissioned 
tu carried 0 111 a desktop study and evaluation of 
the plots (Brook.\ and Price I 997). The eraluation 

consisted ufthe digging of three trenches in the 
middle section of the plot. The location of these 
trenches was confined by the brief prepared the 
Gwynedd Archaeological Planning Service which 
specifically excluded the street from age from the 
evaluation Each of the trenches were 
approximately 10 x 2 m in size and were located 
os in Figure 2. They located a series of cobbling 
layers and short length!. of linear features 
suggesting a yard and possib~v non domestic 
structures within the sampled area. 

As a result of the emluation it was recommended 
that a watching brief be carried out as part of any 
further work. 

Aims of the Watching Brief 

To record any archaeological f eatures or deposits 
disturbed by development activities. 

SUMMARY OF RESULTS 

7hefoundationtrenches for Plut I, at the north 
eastern end of the area were monitored. A 
sequence of deposits were consistently recorded 
across the area suggesting a uniformity in the 
histmy of the plot. 

Two major zones can be defined dividing the north 
east end of the development area from the rest of 
the plot. There would originally appear to have 
been an upper, yard area in the south western end 
of the plot and a lower. possible garden, area 
alung the street frontage. At some time the lo ll'er 
garden area ll'as built up in order to produce a 

relative~)' flat area in from of Bad lorwerth. Some 
evidence f or the digging of small pits into the 
north eastern end of the plotlra!, also recorded. 



Bod lorwerth, Newborough Watching Brief- Results: 

Methods 

It is il11ended to construct two new properties 
within the plot between Bod Iorll'erth and Chapel 
Street. Both properties are to laid out at right 
angles to Chapel Street, facing onto the drive to 
Bod Iorwerth. Plot 1 is nearest to Chapel Street 

and Plot 2 to Bud Jorwerth. 

771efoutingfor Plot I ll'ere monitored as this is 
nearest to the so·eet frontage. (Figure 2). T11·o C?( 

the trenches running approximately east ll'est 
u·ere drall'n to provide a prl!file through the 
disturbed area (Figure 3). 

The ll'ork took place on 1811103. 

Results: (Figures 3 and 4) 

Four major phases of activity were defined from 
the watching brief The earliest of these (Figure 
5) would appecll' to be a major fe ,•elling of the 
north east end of the plot to produce a /0\r level 
terrace atthal end (Context 35) this terrace was 
approximalely level with the road level producing 
a flat area approximately 12 m deep from the 
roadfrontage. The upper level, ll'hich was 
previously sampled in the evaluation, was 
approximate~}' 0. 7 m abol'e the loll'er level. 
Silling on the lower levellws sandy humic soil 
(Contexts 29 and 32) which presumably represents 
the active soil on the lower terrace. Part~v within 
this .wits were at/east tll'o dumps of large stone 
boulders (Context 33). The most consiste11f of 
these rem along the face of the terrace and 
presumably acted as rough rel'etfingfor the slope. 

No other structures were seen on the lower 
terrace. 

On the upper terrace a .spread of vmnge/brmm 
clayey soil with a high density of marine shells 
(Context 3-1) was observed cm·ering cm area of 
approximately -1 x 6 111. The shells were mainly 
cockles, although a few mussels and \l'helks were 
noted. This \1'£/S presumably a dump of domestic 
rubbish. Unfortunare~v no duting evidence was 
oblainedfrom either The soil (Comexts 29 and 32) 
or the possible shell midden (Conrext 3-1). 
although it is assumed that they may be 

contemporOIJ' with the yard levels recorded in the 
evaluation. 

At an unknown time the level of the lower terrace 
u·as raised to that of I he upper terrace. thereby 
giving the plot its present form. This was 
achieved. partly by the dumping of a widespread 
layer of orange clay (Context 2-1). This layer 

covered the ll'hole widTh of the plot and reach 
back at/east 7 111 from the road.frontage. It is 
possible that the upper /ere Is of Context 32 are a 
continuation of this process in a soily material. It 
was not, however, possible to distingui::,h the 
upper and lower parts of Context 32 in the jil!ld. 

l11e make up layer was then subjected to a phose 
of the digging of features. 11ll'ee.feotures were 
located (ContexTs 25, 27 and 30). All three would 
appear to have been small pits or large post holes. 
They were all cut from a level at the base of the 
modern topsoil (Context 2 3). 

The site was sealed by a relatil'ely thick (0.5 m) 
layer of sandy soil (Conlext 23). This had been 
disturbed relatively recently as it contained plastic 
and barely degraded material within its make-up. 



Bod lorwerth, Newborough Watching Brief- Conclusions: 

Conclusions 

Taking the evidence from the evaluation and 
watching brief it is possible to suggest a tentatil·e 
reconstruction of some of the activity on the site. 
AI a lime. presumably .contemporm:v with the 
early l[fe of Bod lorwerth, the plot was divided 
into two areas. An upper area, near to the house. 
with atlea.\'1 a partly cobbled swface and possibly 
non domestic structures and a lower area, next to 
Chapel Street. possibly laid out as a garden or 
small paddock. There is also some e1·idence of the 
dumping of domestic refuse a/ the end of the yard 
area furthest away from the house. 

A I a later dale the lower terrace was filled to 
produce a relatively flat plot. The dating of this 
event is unknown, but it might be rela1ed to a 
change of use of Bod lorwerth to purely domestic 
occupation. 

The last major phase of activity would appear to 
be the digging of a series of small pits on the site, 
presumably for 1he disposal ofsmal/ amounts of 
organic material as no finds were recovered from 
these features. 
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Figure 1: Land Adjoining Bod Iorwerth 
Location 

Scale 1 :25000 
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Location of Trenches and Footings 
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Bod Iorwerth, New borough Watching Brief- Appendix 1: 

Appendix I: Context Summ{lry 

This context summwy includes those context recorded as part of the evaluation carried out in AD 1997 

Context Location Relationships Description 

Humic sand y loam with occasional to frequent 

Above 2 stones in the size range 50- I 00 mm. It also 
I Tr. I contains the occasional sherd of modern white 

Equivalent to 9 ware. Above context 2. Probable modern 
levelling layer. Up to 200 mm thick . 

Below 1 

2 Tr. 1 Above 3. 
Mid brown. humic sandy loam. Probably a 
natural soi l. 

Equivalent to I 0 

Below2 
A humic sandy loam. s lightly less humic than 
context 2. The context becomes slightly clayey 

3 Tr. I Above subsoil A and 6 towards its base with flecks of iron and 

Equivalent to 11 manganese panning. This context is not readi ly 
distinguishable from that above. 

Below 3 

4 Tr. I Cuts 8 
Linear feature cut into the subsoil. width 0.5 m , 
depth 0.13 m. 

Contains 5 

Below 3 Yellowish brown sandy clayey loam with the 
5 Tr. I occasional fleck of iron pan , frequent stones up to 

Wi thin 4 200 mm and the occasiona l slate fragment. 

Below 3 

6 Tr. 1 Cuts 8 Shallow gully 0 .25 m wide and 0 .09 m deep. 

Contains 7 

Below 3 
7 Tr. I Compact sandy clayey loam. 

Within 6 

Below 3 Area of cobbling reaching a depth of 0.16 m and 
8 Tr. 1 

Cut by 4 and 6 filling a s light depression . 

Humic sandy loam with occasional to frequent 

9 Tr. 2 
Equivalent to I stones in the s ize range 50- I 00 mm. It also 

Above 10 contains the occasional sherd of modern white 
ware. 

Equivalent to 2 

10 Tr. 2 Below 9 
Mid br0\\'11, humic sandy loam. Probably a 
natural soil. 

Above 11 

Below 10 
A humic sandy loam, s lightly less humic than 
context 2. The context becomes slightl y clayey 

11 Tr. 2 Above 13. 14. 15 towards its base with fl ecks of iron and 

Equ ivalent to 3 manganese panning. This context is not readi ly 
distinguishable from that above. 



Bod Iorwerth, Newborough Watching Brief- Appendix 1: 

Context Location Relationships Description 

Below 11 
12 Tr. 2 Shallow depression 

Contains 13 

Within 12 Slightly humic sandy loam with occasional bone 
13 Tr. 2 and shell fragments, some slates and one 

Below 11 fragment of coal. 

14 Tr. 2 Below 11 and 15 
Area of cobbling. 

,...-· 

BeiO\\ 11 Possible wall footing consisting of two large 
15 Tr. 2 stones. The line was continued by two further 

Above 1-l stones which were remoYed during machining. 

16 Tr. 3 
Equivalent to 1 and 9 Humic sandy loam with frequent stones. The 

Above 17 context is up to 0.25 m thick . 

Equivalent to 2, 3. I 0 
and 11. Humic sandy loam with frequent stones. The 

17 Tr. 3 
Below 16 

context overlies a gravely subsoil (natural) 
surface. 

Above 18, 19 and 20 

18 Tr. 3 Below 17 Area of cobbling. 

A single course of irregular stones. possibly the 

19 Tr. 3 Below 17 
footing for a wall. The feature would appear to 
be in association with an area of burning (context 
20). 

20 Tr. 3 Below 17 An area of burnt clay to the east of context 19. 

21 Tr. 3 Below 17 An area of burnt clay. 

22 Tr. 3 Below 17 An area of burnt clay. 

Dark grey sandy humic loam with the occasional 
Equivalent to 1, 9, 16 small stone, fragments of modern plastic, rags and 

23 Above 24, 26, 29, 31, sherds of post medieval pottery. Up to 600 mm 

32, 34 thick becoming shallower (250 mm) to the west. 
[Topsoil] 

Orange clay \Vith occasional lens of dark grey 

Below 23 clay loam. The layer also contains the occasional 

24 Sect. I Cut by 25.27 
angular stone (20- I 00 mm). fragment of slate 
and fleck of charcoal. The layer is between 200 

Above 29 and 300 mm thick . The layer thins to the west. 
[Deliberate make up layerl 

Below 23 Small ?circular feature with near Yertical sides. 
25 Sect. I Cuts 24 Diameter at section 400 mm. depth 500 mm. 

Contains 26 [Either large postho le or small pit] 

Below 23 Dark grey clayey soil with the occasional small 
26 Sect. 1 stone, fragment of charcoal and ceramic 

Within 25 (tile/brick). [Feature fill] 



Bod lorwerth, Newborough Watching Brief- Appendix 1: 

Context Location Relationships Description 

Below 23 Feature with sloping sides and a flat base, 
27 Sec t. I Cuts 24 possibly circular in plan. Diameter 900 mm 

Contains 28 (approximately) depth 300 mm. [Shallow pit] 

Below 23 Dark grey clayey loam with the occasional fleck 
28 Sect. I 

Within 27 of charcoal and small stone. [Feature fill] 

Dark grey humic sandy soil with the fl ecks and 

29 Sect. I Below 24 
lumps of charcoal and the occasional small stone . 
Between 200 and 300 mm thick. [Sealed garden 
soil] 

BeiO\\ 23 Possible circular feature with sloping sides and a 
30 Sect. 2 Cuts 32 rounded base. Approximately 700 mm in 

Contains 31 diameter and 500 mm deep. [Possible pit] 

Below 23 
31 Sect. 2 Dark grey clayey loam. [Fill of feature] 

Within 30 

Dark grey sandy soil with charcoal fleck and the 

Below 23 occasional small stone. A few sherds of post 

32 Sect. 2 Cut by 30 
medieval pottery were recorded from this layer. 
The layer also contained dumps of large stone 

Above 33. 12 boulders up to 550 x 300 x 200 mm. [Deliberate 
make up layer] 

Linear dump of large stone boulders up to 550 x 
Below 32 300 x 200 mm in size in a matrix of Context 32. 

33 Sect. 2 
The boulders form a linear band running across Above 35 
the site. [Boulder hardening for terrace] 

Orange/brown clayey soi l with a high density of 
marine shells. The shell s are mainly cockles, 

34 Sect. 2 Below 10 
although a few mussels and whelks were noted. 
Many of the shell s were crushed . The layer covers 
an area of approximately 4.00 x 6.00 m and was 
up to ISO mm thick. [Midden] 

Sloping cut, extending across the property to 

35 Sect. 2 Below 32, 33 
produce a lower area a t the east.ern end of the 
plot. The lo'vver area is approximately 700 mm 
below the upper level. [Terrace] 



Bod Iorwerth, Newborough Watching Brief- Appendix 2: 

Specification for an Arclweological Watching Brief at Plot 1 and 2, Land 

Adjacent to Bod lorwerth, Church Street, Newborough: 

1 Background 

1.1 It is intended to build two domestic properties on the plot of land bet\veen Bod lorwerth. Church 
Street. Newborough and the street fi·ontage. 

1.2 1\. previous evaluation carried out by Engineering Archaeological Service Ltd .. carried out in 
June 1997, located a number of archaeological features and recommended a watching brief on 
the main phase of development. 

2 Objectives 

The principal objectives of the proposed archaeological watching brief are as follows: 

2. 1 To identify and record, any archaeological features or deposits disturbed by the development. 

3 Methodology 

3.1 Watching Brief: 

3.1. 1 The archaeologist will be present throughout the trench excavations for footing and services. 

3. 1.2 Excavati on of topsoil, overburden and non-archaeologically significant deposits wi ll be carried out by 
machine preferably using a smooth faced bucket. 

3. 1.3 Where archaeological deposits are encountered excavation by hand will be undertaken and contexts 
investigated to obtain information on character, dating. function and re lationship to adjacent features 
where appropriate . 

3. 1.4 Where appropriate features will be recorded by means of plans, sections, elevations, written 
description and photographs. 

3. I .5 Each depos it, feature or layer will be identified by a un ique context number to which all other records 
will be related. 

3. 1.6 Where appropriate. deposits will be sampled for environmental. dating or technologica l evidence. 

3.1.6. I Samples wi ll be fully recorded and packed appropriately for future analysis. Where 
appropriate, deposits wi ll be sampled for env ironmental. dating or technological evidence 

3. I .6.2 Sampling wi ll be carrit:d out in accordance with the procedures outlined in 
'A guide to sampling archaeological deposits for environmental analysis'-
P Murphy and P Wiltshire 1994. 

3. I .7 Any artefacts recovered will be related to their archaeologica l context. Typologicall y dist inct or 
closely datable artefacts will be recorded in three dimensions. 

3. I .8 The location of the trenches will be accurately surveyed using a Total Station theodoli te. 

3. 1.9 The level of natural soils/geology be iO\~ the archaeology will be tested for and recorded in at least 
one trench section location "ithin each trench, unless this is belo'' I m from the top of the trench . 
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4 Finds and Conservation 

4.1 Conservation of archaeological materials will be carried out by K. Laws for Engineering 
Archaeological Services Ltd. 

4.2 Any flint or chert artefacts will be studied by Dr. I.P. Brooks 

4.3 Any pottery will be studied by an appropriate specialist 

4.4 Any metal or other special finds will be studied by K. Laws 

4.5 All ceramic, bone and stone artefacts will be cleaned and processed immediately following the 
watching brief. 

4.6 Metal artefacts will be stored and managed on site according to the UK Instit ute of 
Conservation Guidelines. They will be evaluated prior to conservation by K. Laws. 

4. 7 If required environmental analysis will be carried out by Geomark Research . 

5 Report and Archive 

5.1 On completion ofthe watching hriefa report shall be produced which will contain: 

5.1.1 A location plan of the development area identifying excavated areas. archaeologica l features and 
structures located 

5.1.2 A detailed description of the structures and features recorded ,the ir character. function, date and 
relationship to other features. 

5.1.3 Plans and sections as appropriate. 

5.1.4 Specialist reports as appropriate. 

5.1.5 An assessment of the archaeological importance in a local, regional and national context. 

5.1.6 Recommendations for further work if appropriate. 

5.1.7 A bibliography. 

5.2 Five copies of the report will be deposited with the client within one month of the completion of 
the field work. 

5.3 A copy ofthe report \\ill be deposited with the archaeological curator. 

5.4 A copy o f the report vvill be supplied to the Gwynedd Sites and Monuments Record 

5.5 A full archive including plans, photographs, written material and any other relevant findings 
will be lodged in an appropriate place and in appropriate order within six months of the 
completion of the project. 

6 Liaison 

6.1 EAS Ltd. acknowledge that curatorial responsibility for the project lies within the Gwynedd 
Archaeological Planning Service. 

6.2 Measures will be adopted. as appropriate. to facilitate the monitoring of the project by the 
Archaeological Curator and arrangements will be agreed in advance. 
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7 Staff 

7.1 The project will be directed by Dr. Ian Brooks M.I.F.A. 

7.2 Project staff will include Dr. Ian Brooks. Kathy Laws. 

8 General 

8.1 IFA Code of Conduct 

8.1 .1 All staff\\ ill abide by. and all procedures be carried out in accordance with the Institute of Field 
Archaeologists· Code of Conduct. 

8.1 .2 EAS Ltd. will abide by the Code of Approved Practice for the Regulation of Contractual 
Arrangements in Field Archaeology. 

8.2 Health and Safety 

8.2.1 EAS Ltd . adopt and adhere to safe working practices at all times. 

9 Insurance 

9.1 . 1 EAS Ltd. carries all necessary Public and Employee Liability lnsurances. 

9.1.2 EAS Ltd. carries Professiona l Indemnity Insurance. 

9 . I Copyright 

9.1 .1 EAS Ltd. shall retain full copyright of any commissioned reports. tender documents or other project 
documentation. under the Copyrighls, Designs and Patents A cl 1988 with all rights reserved: 
excepting that it hereby provides an exclusive license to the client for the use of such documents by 
the client in all matters directly relating to the project as described in the Project Specification. 

9.1 .2 EAS Ltd. is prepared to assign copyright at the request of the client. 

10 Timetable 

I 0.1 The work will start on Saturday 18'h January 2003 . 

I 0.2 A report will be made available one month after completion of the field work element of the 
project. 


