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Figure 1. Plas Llanfigael Location Map J 
(Source: OS Open Data Mapping Contains Ordnance Survey data 

© Crown copyright and database right 2014) 









4.2 Geology
The bedrock geology at the site is described as “New Harbour Group - Mica Schist And Psammite.
Metamorphic Bedrock formed approximately 542 to 635 million years ago in the Ediacaran Period.
Originally  sedimentary  rocks  formed in  deep  seas.  Later  altered  by  low-grade metamorphism.
These rocks were first deposited as graded clastic sediments or turbidites in the deep sea, and then
later metamorphosed, though there is evidence of their sedimentary origin”(www.bgs.ac.uk). 

The site lies on the boundary of superficial geology strata. The first is described as “Alluvium -
Clay,  Silt,  Sand  And  Gravel.  Superficial  Deposits  formed  up  to  2  million  years  ago  in  the
Quaternary Period. Local environment previously dominated by rivers. These rocks were formed
from rivers depositing mainly sand and gravel detrital material in channels to form river terrace
deposits, with fine silt and clay from overbank floods forming floodplain alluvium, and some bogs
depositing  peat;  includes  estuarine  and coastal  plain  deposits  mapped as  alluvium” whilst  the
second is recorded as  “Till, Devensian - Diamicton. Superficial Deposits formed up to 2 million
years  ago  in  the  Quaternary  Period.  Local  environment  previously  dominated  by  ice  age
conditions. These rocks were formed in cold periods with Ice Age glaciers scouring the landscape
and depositing moraines of till  with outwash sand and gravel deposits  from seasonal and post
glacial meltwaters” (www.bgs.ac.uk).

5.0 Historical Background
For  ease  of  interpretation  this  section  has  been  divided  into  a  brief  history  of  the  known
archaeological  sites  with  the  vicinity  of  Plas  Llanfigael,  followed  by a  more  detailed  section
specific to the house and its immediate environs.

5.1 Results of Search of Historic Environment Record
The Gwynedd HER records for the area around Plas Llanfigael were explored and a search radius'
of 500m examined. Within the 500m search area two results were returned – the record for Plas
Llanfigael (PRN 11165) itself and that for the neighbouring Parish Church (assigned PRN's 2052 &
6996). Plas Llanfigael will be discussed in detail below.

The Parish Church is recorded as “Llanfigael parish church is dedicated to St Figael and is located
in the diocese of Bangor. It was listed in the 1254 Norwich taxation, but by the 18th century it was
in ruins and subscriptions were collected to repair it.

The stone-walled churchyard is rectilinear in form and is raised above the surrounding ground. It is
bounded  by  a  large  corn  barn  to  the  south  west  and  an  18th-century  classical  house,  Plas
Llanfigael, to the north. The entrance is to the north west.

The church was constructed of uncoursed local rubble and is  of  continuous nave and chancel.
Although the west wall has been rebuilt, the remaining walls are probably medieval. No medieval
openings remain. It is most likely that the church was rebuilt in the early 19th century, although
work may have started in the 18th century.

The early 19th-century fittings are noteworthy and include the seating, the pulpit, the reading desk
and the communion rails. The octagonal font dates to the 14th century”.

Archive research into the history of Plas Llanfigael allows us to confirm that the church was rebuilt
in the 19th Century and it is recorded that the then owner/occupier of Plas Llanfigael, Mr Owen
Owens, was responsible for the rebuilding of the church in 1841 (see below).
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Figure 2. 1808 Map of Llanfigael Estate 
(Source: Bangor University Archives 

Caerau Papers 2 1) 
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Figure 3. Sketch of Window Design by John Cooper. 
Rejected for Bodorgan Hall but Thought to Have Been Used 

At Plas Llanfigael (Source: Bangor Archives- Bodorgan 1364) 

Figure 4. Extract from the 1845 Tithe Map and Schedule 
(Source: Anglesey Archives) 
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Figures 6 & 7. 1870 Sale Catalogue and Plan of Llanfigael Estate 
(Source: Bangor University Archive Caera Papers 21)
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Plates 29 - 32. Barrel Vaulted Wine Cellar
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Plate 42. First Floor 
Above Doorway 

~ .. -~ ,· 

Plate 43. First Floor Opening for Fireplace and C loset Which Appears 
To be Bricked Doorway. Note Timber Studs for Plasterwork 

Plate 44. Surviving Remains 
Of Interior Timber Shutters 



Pl
at

e 
45

. G
ro

un
d 

Fl
oo

r D
in

in
g 

R
oo

m
 S

ho
w

in
g 

Pl
as

te
r F

ra
gm

en
t

Pl
at

e 
46

. F
irs

t F
lo

or
 B

ed
ro

om
 A

bo
ve

 D
in

in
g 

R
oo

m

Pl
at

e 
47

. S
in

gl
e 

Su
rv

iv
in

g 
C

as
t I

ro
n 

Fi
re

pl
ac

e 
in

 F
irs

t F
lo

or
 B

ed
ro

om
Pl

at
e 

48
. P

la
st

er
 P

an
el

 in
 F

irs
t F

lo
or

 B
ed

ro
om



Plate 49. Dining Room and Bedroom Above
Showing Plaster Panel and Fireplace 

Opening. Later Ground Floor Doorway

Plate 50. Dining Room and Bedroom Above
Showing Rebuilt Doorways

Plate 51. Plaster Panel Detailed Shot Plate 52. Moulding on Plaster Panel
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Plate 63. Breakfast Room Windows Plate 64. Blocked Doorway

Plate 65. Breakfast Room Closet Plate 66. Breakfast Room Closet



Plate 67. Corridor Between 
Rear Extensions

Plate 68. Sash Window & Modern Door
In Western Extension Range

Plate 69. Opening for Stairway 
To First Floor

Plate 70. Surviving Original 
Sash Window
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Plate 75. Surviving Plaster Panels, 
First Floor Western Extension

Plate 76. Openings Ground Floor Rear Extension 

Plate 77. Corridor Between Rear Extensions

Plate 78. Eastern Extension First Floor Window 
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Appendix C - Location and Direction of Photographic Plates 

Plos L_l o 

Location of Exterior and Basement Level Plates 
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