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an integral component of the Town Wall, a Medieval 
defensive structure of national importance, and retaining Medieval detail with nineteenth century 
detailing
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museum care of archaeological collections Guidelines for 
the preparation of excavation archives for long-term storage 
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transfer and curation 
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“Caernarfon town walls and gates, together with the castle, enclose the Medieval borough. Although 
contemporary with the castle they are on a smaller scale and more simply designed. The curtains are 
flanked at an average interval of about 75 yards by eight round towers, all but one open at the gorge, 
and by two gatehouses consisting of pairs of similar towers with closed backs projecting inwards. 
These gates lie at the eastern and western ends of High Street, the one largely rebuilt, the other 
altered. East Gate or Porth Mawr, is approached by a stone bridge, much of which remains though 
hidden beneath the roadway and the buildings alongside it. Other Medieval entrances were a postern 
at the S.E, Green Gate, and another at the S.W, Water Gate, now replaced by a modern archway; 
possibly there was a third postern at the N.W which was early embodied in St. Mary's Church. Other 
openings in the N section are modern. By the waterfront the line of the Medieval quay is followed by 
the promenade. The line of the ditch protecting the landward front is followed by Greengate Street 
and Bank Quay. It was linked with the ditch of the castle at its N.E angle. The town walls remain 
substantially intact and are an important example of urban fortification ca. 1300 and, though of 
smaller extent, comparable with that of Conwy
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the most beautiful walk alongside the Menai, and commands the most 
agreeable view a very handsome terrace, parapetted and protected 
against the sea a wide terrace extending from the quay to the north end of the town walls, forms 
a most charming walk, the fashionable promenade, in fine weather, for all descriptions of people, 
who, while they inhale the salubrious breeze, may be agreeably amused by the moving varieties of 
the port
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on the river side seem to have been the most ruinous

from the Church
Yard to Porth yr Aur was then a long open space, without any houses or buildings at whatever. It was 
called Plas Isaf yard. On this ground about a century before had stood a famous mansion called 
“Plas Isaf” belonging to the old family of “Coed Alun”. This space continued to be open green until 
the Marquis of Anglesey built the baths
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By Porth yr Aur formerly stood Plas y Porth, and near it – I believe 
opposite it – stood Plas Isaf, both houses belonging to persons of rank or position in the town. The 
latter was the property of the Coed Helen family, who used it as their town residence, but it was 
demolished many years ago. Plas y Porth, which was also known by the name of Porth yr Aur, lay in 
ruins for a long time before it was taken down. At the close of the 16th century, Plas y Porth was in 
the possession of a branch of the Griffith family of Penrhyn

Porth Yr Aer, in the said town of Caernarvon, with the Tower and Buildings, Yard and Garden,
containing 22 yards in front of the Street, with extensive Premises at the back; is well adapted either 
for building two excellent Houses, or for building two rows of Cottages, or for a Warehouse and 
Merchant's Yard for Timber, Coals, &c. one of the buildings having a large cellar for the use of a 
Wine, Ale, or Spirit Merchant. This Lot is subject to a quit Rent of one Shilling per annum

the town was usually crowded with idlers and loungers, who congregated on the quay
at Porth y Aur or in Turf Square
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To understand the origins of the Club it is important to grasp the situation during the 1840's. At this 
time, when the railway did not exist (the Britannia bridge had not been completed, though the stations 
as far as Bangor were in course of erection in 1847), and the roads, with the exception of the turnpikes, 
were, according to our modern ideas, incredibly bad, the sea was a natural means of communication. 
In 1847, for example, the City of Dublin Steampacket Co.'s steamer “Prince of Wales” plied between 
Menai Bridge and Liverpool on Mondays and Fridays throughout the winter. The steamer “Erin go 
Bragh” also sailed between Caernarvon and Liverpool on Tuesdays and Fridays. Coaches met these 
steamers at the terminal points. 

Three ferries, at Abermenai, Tal-y-foel, and Moel-y-don, at this time carried passengers from the 
Caernarvon area to Anglesey. 

Shipping statistics show ship arrivals at the port of Caernarvon for the week-end July 3rd, 1847, as 
forty, departures as forty-two, while thirty-two other vessels passed through the Straits; a contrast to 
the present day, when for the weekend September 10th, 1932, arrivals and departures were reported 
as four and five respectively. 

Considering the traffic, and the fact that these ships were nearly all sailing ships, thus requiring more 
seamen and more repairs than if they had been steamers or oil-driven vessels, it is obvious that Caer-
narvon must have been then more the home of sailors than it is to-day. The whole population must 
have been rather more than less nautically minded, a situation now reversed. 

Local society, too, more or less cut off by bad communications (though it is quite extraordinary how 
people did move about under the circumstances), thrown back upon itself for its amusements, 
naturally moved upon its lawful occasions, whether for business or pleasure, largely upon the water. 

Yachting now was, as we shall see, spreading as a pastime (there was a regatta as early as 1832 at 
Beaumaris in connection with an Eisteddfod), and yacht clubs already existed upon the Mersey and 
the Dee

All that tower situate below High Street in the said 
Town of Caernarvon and known as the South Tower of Porth yr Aur or the Golden Gate

will rebuild the South Easternmost wall of the said tower from the top of 
the present remaining portion thereof to the height and level of the North-West wall of the said town, 
and roof and keep in good and substantial repairCop
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Caernarfon Waterfront: Understanding 
Urban Character

The main area of interest in Market Street is in the vicinity of the Conservative Club, on the corner 
of Market Street and High Street. This is the site of both the Medieval Town Hall and later an 
Eighteenth Century meat market. Speed's map of 1610 portrays the Town Hall as extending 
southwards across much of the width of Market Street while the location is marked as “The Conduite”.
The Medieval Town Hall fell into disuse after a new Guild Hall was built above the East Gate, Porth 
Mawr in 1767 (Jones 1889: 77) and was replaced at the end of the Eighteenth, beginning of the 
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Nineteenth Century, by a Meat Market, the entrances of the cellars of which were reportedly left open 
to allow the refuse of the streets to be swept into them (Jones 1889: 77). This building was replaced 
by another meat market c.1828 with the upper floors being used as a schoolhouse, an arms depot, a 
savings bank and as a reading and billiards room by members of the Conservative Party (GAT Report 
No. 118)

The second feature in the area of the old Market Hall was two parallel stone walls outside No. 1 
Market Street, running across the street to within 1.4m of the north-west side of The Crown Public 
House. They were 1.3m to 1.5m apart, between 0.2m to 0.4m wide and at a depth of 2.2m there was 
a slate floor. Large slate slabs at a depth of 0.5m from the modern street surface, roofed the structure 
which was partially backfilled. Approximately 1.25m from the east end of the 'tunnel' was a brick 
partition wall dividing the 'tunnel' into two compartments (west and east ones). The western side of 
the 'tunnel' had been disturbed and partially destroyed by the installation of modern service pipes 
cutting through. There was no doorway on the east side, but the walls terminated neatly 1.4m from 
The Crown Public House. The west of the 'tunnel' was subsequently disturbed by the installation of 
the culvert and a manhole entrance, while the west side was backfilled with concrete. 

The location of the 'tunnel' in the probable position of the old Town Hall marked on Speed's map and 
the reference on the same map of the 'conduite' suggest that this feature may relate either to the 
structure of the Town Hall, possibly a cellar, or it may represent the 'conduite' some sort of street 
drain for refuse similar to that referred to by Jones (Jones 1889: 77). Jones may indeed be referring 
to the older 'conduite' when he talks about the cellars of the old Market Hall being left open for refuge” 
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Caernarfon Waterfront: Understanding Urban Character

Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment 
(MORPHE)

A Survey of Caernarvon 1770 - 1840. Part 1B.
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Notices of the Parish Churches of Llanbeblig & Llanfaglan

Documents relating to the early history of the borough of 
Caernarvon

Caernarfon Town Improvements Section 3 – High Street (G1257) 
Archaeological Monitoring.

Caernarfon Town Improvements - Phase 3 Archaeological Monitoring 
Sections 1-4 (G1257) 

Ports and Harbours of Gwynedd – A Threat Related Assessment

The Welsh Kings:The Medieval rulers of Wales.

Caernarfon Castle and Town Walls (

The Origins and Records of the Royal Welsh Yacht Club 
1847-1933.

 Code of Conduct
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 Standard and Guidance for the 
Creation, Compilation, Transfer and Deposition of Archaeological Archives

Standard and Guidance for Archaeological 
Evaluation

 Standard and Guidance for the Creation, 
Compilation, Transfer and Deposition of Archaeological Archives

Guidelines for the preparation of excavation archives for long-term storage,
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an integral component 
of the Town Wall, a Medieval defensive structure of national importance, and retaining Medieval 
detail with nineteenth century detailing
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the most beautiful walk alongside the Menai, and commands the most 
agreeable view a very handsome terrace, parapetted and protected 
against the sea a wide terrace extending from the quay to the north end of the town walls, forms 
a most charming walk, the fashionable promenade, in fine weather, for all descriptions of people, 
who, while they inhale the salubrious breeze, may be agreeably amused by the moving varieties of 
the port
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in situ

Standard 
and Guidance for the collection, documentation, conservation and research of archaeological 
materials (CIfA 2008 revised 2014) and First Aid for Finds (Watkinson & Neal 

Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Watching Brief 
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Primary Site Archive (P1) 

Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment 

Standards in the 
museum care of archaeological collections Guidelines for 
the preparation of excavation archives for long-term storage 

Archaeological Archives: A guide to best practice in creation, compilation, 
transfer and curation 

Primary Site Archive (P1) 
Assessment Report P2) 

Research Archive P3) MoRPHE 

Standard and Guidance 
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