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1.1 Aims and Objectives

The key aims and objectives are to:

Complete descriptive record of a detached three-bedroom house and former woollen

mill, sufficient to document its development, use and phasing;

establish and record the date and/or nature of any archaeological remains identified
and assess their implications for understanding the historical development of the

area, in conjunction with the known archaeological record,

to place the results in context (if applicable), with reference made to A Research
Framework for the Archaeology of Wales Version 03, Final Refresh Document
{March 2017);

if ho additional archaeological activity is identified, establish why this may be the

case.






1.3 Historic Environment Record

In line with the GAPS Environment Record (HER) requirements, the HER will be contacted
at the onset of the project to ensure that any data arising is formatted in a manner suitable
for accession to the HER and follows the guidance set out in Guidance for the Submission of
Data to the Welsh Historic Environment Records (HERs) (The Welsh Archaeological Trusts,
2020). In line with this guidance, all submitted reporting will need to include the equivalent of
a non-technical summary in Welsh and English at the front of the report combined with short
bilingual summaries of the principal Historic Assets recorded during the event. These

requirements are mandatory.

The GAT HER enquiry number for this project is GATHER1935 and the event Primary
Reference Number (PRN) is 46692.

The GAT HER will also be responsible for supplying PRNs for any new assets (if identified)

during the watching brief.




2 HISTORIC BACKGROUND

As stated in the Design and Access Statement (DAS) prepared by Simpson & Brown (2023),
Tan y Llyn is a former woollen mill alongside below Liyn y Gaddair, set in the shallow river
valley of the Afon Gwytrfai, with a 0.15ha garden bounded on all side by trees and a bow in
the river forming the property boundary to the east, south and north, and the line of the
former mill sluice defining the western boundary to the west (Simpson & Brown 2023: 2).
The DAS suggests the mill was likely to have been constructed in the early 1Sth century,
with the 1841 Parish of Llanwnda Tithe Map showing the mill as originally a smaller building
before being extended to the east (ibid.. 3). This is supported by photographs of the mill
dated 1896 where it is referenced as Ofd Mill and with a dwelling attached to the mill, along
with evidence that the central wall of the house was once an external wall with a chimney
(ibid.). It was built as a two-storey stone building with a slate roof and two chimneys, one at
the centre of the plan and one on the east gable. The overshot water wheel powering the mill
was located on the west gable and fed by a sluice from the Afon Gwyrfai. The DAS states
that traces of the wheel outline are still evident on this wall, with the sluice or mill race
appearing to have been filled in (ibid.). It was likely converted into a single dwelling in the
mid-twentieth century, with a south facing door opening was formed at this time; whilst the
kitchen fireplace and chimney are likely to be original to the mill dwelling, the living room
fireplace and chimney were also a twentieth century addition (ibid.. 4). The central chimney
visible on the 1896 photograph has been removed above roof level but the deep supporting

wall remains, although there is no fireplace opening visible (ibid.).
The DAS lists the following alterations subsequent to conversion to a single dwelling:
e Large dormer window to the south pitched roof;
¢ Entrance hall extension to the north elevation;
¢ Rendered brick store to the east elevation;
e Addition of a flue and chimney to west gable;
¢ |nternal paritions altereds Modern stair added; and
¢ One north door opening converted to a window

These and other phasing elements discussed will be included in the Level 2 recording and

reporting.



3 METHOD STATEMENT

3.1 Level 2 Building Record
3.1.1 Introduction

The archaeological mitigation will be undertaken as a Level 2 Record, as defined by
Understanding Historic Buildings: A Guide to Good Recording Practice (Historic England,
2016). The Level 2 record is limited to accessible areas and will be undertaken in
accordance with a suitable risk assessment and health & safety parameters. The client will

be responsible for access and for removing any obstructing vegetation or materials.

A Level 2 record is characterised in Understanding Historic Buildings as a descriptive record
{Historic England, 2016: 26), and will incorporate the exterior and interior of the building, for
which a photographic record, written record and drawn record will be completed as located
on Simpson & Brown Architects Drawings 01 01 Rev P01 to 02 03 Rev 01 (cf. Figures 02 to
086).

GAPS have stated that the record should include any other surviving infrastructure relating
to the mill; with sufficient desk-based evidence provided as part of the wider report to

support the above.





















process). Additional time, resourcing and costs will be required to undertake any post

excavation programme of works.






3.2.4 Ecofacts

Should any archaeological features and/or sealed deposits be identified that are deemed
suitable for assessment and analysis, bulk ecofact samples will be taken by the GAT Project
Archaeologist team using 10 litre sampling buckets. The deposits will be assessed and
analysed for plant species and charcoal, with the results used to inform agrarian practices
and wood fuel use, as well as possibly dating. Initial assessment would be completed by the
GAT Project Archaeclogist team using wet sieving, with the subsequent species
identification assessment completed by an ecofact specialist (Jackaline Robertson | AOC
Archaeoclogy | telephone: 0208 843 7380). Any deposits deemed suitable for dating will be
submitted to a laboratory specialising in radiocarbon dating (e.g., SUERC).

Any ecofact assessment/analysis proposals will require additional resourcing and cost and

will only be undertaken further fo agreement with GAPS and the client,

Any ecofact samples taken from human burials will be recovered in accordance with the

appointed osteologist’s guidance.



3.2.5 Artefacts

There are known findspots within the local area and any diagnostic artefacts recovered
during the watching brief will be retained for further examination and identification. Pottery
sherds of 19t and 20" century date will be examined on-site and the context from which
they were retrieved noted but the sherds will not be retained. The artefacts will be treated
according to guidelines issued by the UK Institute of Conservation, in particular the advice
provided within First Aid for Finds (Watkinson and Neal 2001).

Any waterlogged artefacts (e.g. wood or leather) that are to be recovered for post-excavation
assessment and analysis will be processed in accordance with Environmental Archaeology:
a guide to the theory and practice of methods, from sampling and recovery to post-
excavation (English Heritage, 2011) and specifically in accordance with Brunning and
Watson (2010) for waterlogged wood and Historic England (2012) for waterlogged leather. In
such cases an external specialist will be contacted to agree an appropriate sampling and
recovery strategy via Lucy Whittingham Project Manager (post-excavation), AOC
Archaeology, telephone: 0208 843 7380. All finds are the property of the landowner;
however, it is Trust policy to recommend that all finds are donated to an appropriate
museum (in this case Storiel, Ffordd Gwynedd, Bangor, Gwynedd, LL57 1DT), where they
cah receive specialist treatment and study. Access to finds must be granted to the Trust for a
reasonable period to allow for analysis and for study and publication as necessary. Trust
staff will undertake initial identification, but any additional advice would be sought from a
wide range of consultants used by the Trust, including National Museums and Galleries of
Wales at Cardiff.

All finds of treasure must be reported to the coroner for the district within fourteen days of
discovery or identification of the items. Items declared Treasure Trove become the property
of the Crown, on whose behalf the Portable Antiquities Scheme acts as advisor on technical

matters and may be the recipient body for the objects.

The Treasure Valuation Committee, based at the British Museum, and informed by the
Portable Antiquities Scheme, will decide whether they or any other museum may wish to
acquire the object. If no museum wishes to acquire the object, then the Secretary of State
will be able to disclaim it. When this happens, the coroner will notify the occupier and
landowner that he intends to return the object to the finder after 28 days unless he receives
no objection. If the coroner receives an objection, the find will be retained until the dispute

has been settled.



GAT will contact the landowner (via Griffiths) for agreement regarding the transfer of
artefacts, initially to GAT and subsequently to the relevant museum (Storiel, Ffordd
Gwynedd, Bangor, Gwynedd, LL57 1DT). A GAT produced pro-forma will be issued to the
landowner where they are given the option to donate the finds or to record that they want
them returning to them once analysis and assessment has been completed. Artefacts to be

donated will then be transferred to Storiel.



3.3 Data Management Plan

Following the completion of the fieldwork, a programme of fieldwork archiving will be

completed based on following task list;
1. Pro-formas: all cross referenced and scanned for digital archiving;

2. Photographic Metadata: cross-referenced with all pro-formas and completed in

Microsoft Excel;

3. Project register (Microsoft Excef format). cross-referenced with all pro-formas and

completed in Microsoft Excel, and
4. Measured drawings: all cross referenced and scanned for digital archiving.

This data will then be used as the basis for the physical and digital dataset archives.
Information from these will be used to compile the project report. The physical archive will
be stored in a designated project folder and the location confirmed in the Trust project
database; the digital dataset will be stored on a dedicated Trust server, with the location
confirmed in the Trust project database via a specific hyperlink. External datasets for the
HER and RCAHMW are as defined in the dissemination strategy below. De-selected digital

data will be confirmed in an updated digital management plan appended to the final report.



3.4 Reporting

A draft report will be submitted within one month of fieldwork completion and a final report
will be submitted to the regional Historic Environment Record within six months of project
completion. The report will include the following:
1) Non-technical summary (Welsh and English)
2) Introduction
3) Background
4) Methodology
5) Level 2 Building Record Results
6) Watching Brief Results
7) Conclusion
8) Figures; to include:
i Location plan;
ii.  Ground Floor Plan
iii.  First Floor Plan
iv. Elevations;
v.  Location and orientation of photographic images taken;
vi.  Structural phasing (if relevant);

vii.  Plans/Section of additional archaeological activity (if encountered during

watching brief)
9) Plates; to include:

i. Level 2 Building Record: to include general views of the building within the
local landscape, along with exterior and interior elevations — both oblique and
face-on (where practical) and a record of the overall appearance of the

principal rooms and circulation areas within the interior;

ii.  Watching Brief: to include record shots of the groundworks and general/detail

shots of any archaeological activity (if encountered)
10) List of sources consulted.

11) Appendix | — approved GAT written scheme of investigaton



12) Appendix Il — photographic metadata

13) Appendix Il — Selection Strategy (Final)

On final approval, the following dissemination and archiving of the report and digital dataset

will apply:

A digital report(s) will be provided to the client and GAPS (draft report then final

report);

A digital report will be provided to the regional Historic Environment Record, along
with a digital dataset comprising an Event PRN summary. The report and dataset will
be submitted in accordance with the required standards set out in Guidance for the
Submission of Data to the Welsh Historic Environment Records (HERs) (Version 2) ;

and

A digital report and digital archive dataset will be provided to Royal Commission
on Ancient and Historic Monuments, Wales (final report only), in accordance with
the RCAHMW Guidelines for Digital Archives Version 1. The dataset will be prepared
in the format required by RCAHMW and will include:

o Photographic metadata (Microsoft Access);

o Photographic archive (TIFF format);

o Project Information form (Excel);

o File Information form (Excel) — Microsoft Word report text final;

o File Information form (Excel) — Photographic metadata (general);
o File Information form (Excel) — Adobe PDF report final; and

o File Information form (Excel) - Photographic metadata (detail).









5 HEALTH AND SAFETY

A site-specific risk assessment will be prepared and will be reviewed by the GAT Project
Archaeologist in advance of works, with any additional risks identified on site highlighted in
the dynamic risks section and appropriate mitigation undertaken. The GAT attendee will be
issued with required personal safety equipment, including high visibility jacket, steel toe-
capped boots and safety helmet. All site work will be managed and undertaken in
accordance with the GAT Health & Safety Policy. Vehicle access is via a private track from

the B4418 road.

If available, an asbestos survey will be consulted prior to and during site attendance.




6 SOCIAL MEDIA

One of the key aims in the GAT mission statement is to improve the understanding,
conservation and promotion of the historic environment in our area and inform and educate
the wider public. To help achieve this, GAT maintains an active social media presence and
seeks all opportunities to promote our projects and results. With permission, GAT would like
the opportunity to promote our work on this scheme through our social media platforms. This
could include social media postings during our attendance on site as well as any postings to

highlight results. In all instances, approval will be sought from client prior to any postings.



7 INSURANCE

7.1 Public/Products Liability

Limit of Indemnity- £5,000,000 any one event in respect of Public Liability
INSURER Ecclesiastical Insurance Office Plc.

POLICY TYPE Public Liability

POLICY NUMBER 000375

EXPIRY DATE 22/08/2024

7.2 Employers Liability

Limit of Indemnity- £10,000,000 any one occurrence.

INSURER Ecclesiastical Insurance Office Plc.

POLICY TYPE Public Liability

POLICY NUMBER 000375

EXPIRY DATE 22/08/2024

7.3 Professional Indemnity

Limit of Indemnity- £5,000,000 in respect of each and every claim
INSURER AXA Insurance UK Plc

POLICY TYPE Professional Indemnity

POLICY NUMBER TG0275

EXPIRY DATE 22/08/2024
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FIGURE 02

Reproduction of Simpson & Brown Architects Existing Ground Floor

Plan - Drawing 01 01 Rev P01. Scale: as shown.






FIGURE 03

Reproduction of Simpson & Brown Architects Existing First Floor Plan -

Drawing 01 02 Rev P01. Scale: as shown.






FIGURE 04

Reproduction of Simpson & Brown Architects Existing East Elevation -

Drawing 02 01 Rev P01. Scale: as shown.






FIGURE 05

Reproduction of Simpson & Brown Architects Existing West Elevation

Drawing 02 02 Rev P01. Scale: as shown.






FIGURE 06

Reproduction of Simpson & Brown Architects Existing & Proposed

North & South Elevations - Drawing 02 03 Rev P01. Scale: as shown.






FIGURE 07

Reproduction of Simpson & Brown Architects Proposed Site Plan -

Drawing 00 02 Rev P01. Scale: as shown.






FIGURE 08

Reproduction of Simpson & Brown Architects Proposed Ground Floor

Plan - Drawings 01 01 Rev P01. Scale: as shown.






FIGURE 09

Reproduction of Simpson & Brown Architects Proposed First Floor Plan

- Drawings 01 02 Rev PO1. Scale: as shown.






FIGURE 10

Reproduction of Simpson & Brown Architects Proposed East Elevation -

Drawings 02 01 Rev P01. Scale: as shown.






FIGURE 11

Reproduction of Simpson & Brown Architects Proposed West Elevation -

Drawings 02 02 Rev P01. Scale: as shown.
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APPENDIX II

Gwynedd Archaeological Trust Room Recording Pro-Forma
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Gwynedd Archaeological Trust Watching Brief Pro-Forma
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Gwynedd Archaeological Trust Photographic Metadata Pro-Forma
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Gwynedd Archaeological Trust Selection Strategy Pro-Forma























































































