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44, CHURCH STREET, BEAUMARIS 

 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT and EVALUATION 

 
 
SUMMARY 

 
An archaeological assessment was carried out in advance of a proposed development in the garden to the 
rear of 44, Church Street, Beaumaris. Part of the wall at the south side of this garden consists of one of the 
few surviving remains of the Medieval town wall of Beaumaris, built in the early 15th century AD. This wall 
is protected as a Scheduled Ancient Monument An 123. The area of the development formerly contained a 
building known as The Tan House, shown on a map of 1829. Part of this building survived until recently, 
when it was demolished to make way for the proposed development. Research indicates that the Medieval 
town ditch, which lay outside the wall, was situated along the line of the garden of 44, Church Street and 
beneath the site of the proposed development. The defences later became superfluous and as the town 
expanded had largely disappeared by the early 17th century. Investigation of the ditch elsewhere in the 
town shows that it had been about 6.5m wide and up to 6m deep.  
 
Three trenches were excavated along the line of the foundations of the west, north and east sides of the 
proposed new building. The excavation revealed well-preserved remains of the wall footings and floors and 
of the sunken timber-walled tanning pits of the former Tan House. It also revealed a buried soil level that 
was contemporary with construction of the Tan House. The buried soil contained a single piece of pottery 
of 17th or early 18th century date showing that the Tan House was constructed after this date. The buried 
soil also contains waterlogged organic remains and so has much archaeological potential. Its surface is at 
about 1.0m below the modern ground surface so any intrusion below this depth is archaeologically 
sensitive. 
 
The surviving north wall of the Tan House, which forms the existing boundary wall, was recorded by 
photography. 
 
The stones from the recently demolished building that was presumed to be a surviving part of the Tan 
House were individually observed and those of architectural interest were recorded. Most stones were 
irregular rubble but six were of cut or dressed red sandstone re-used from an earlier building. These 
seemed to have derived from a large arch and are suggested to have been part of the North Gate of the 
Medieval town wall, which stood close by on Church Street until its demolition, probably during the 16th 
century. 
  
 
1 INTRODUCTION 

 
Gwynedd Archaeological Trust was asked by Mrs N. J. Evans to carry out an archaeological assessment 
and evaluation in advance of construction of a new house in the garden of 44, Church Street, Beaumaris 
(NGR 260300 376200).  The archaeological work was requested by Gwynedd Archaeological Planning 
Service (GAPS) as part of the pre-application phase of the planning process (Planning Reference 12C99B) 
because the garden adjoins part of the medieval town wall of Beaumaris and may lie over the Medieval 
town defensive ditch. 
  
The new building will be approximately 16m by 7m so the area affected comprises about 112 sq. m. 
 
 

2 SPECIFICATION AND PROJECT DESIGN 

 
The archaeological assessment was requested, monitored by and carried out according to a brief provided 
by Gwynedd Archaeological Planning Service (GAPS) on 9th October 2006. This called for an Assessment, 
consisting of a desk-based study and field visit and a Field Evaluation, consisting of excavation of a trial 
trench or trenches and assessment of the standing and demolished remains of the tannery (Appendix 3). The 
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work was carried out according to a project design provided by Gwynedd Archaeological Trust according 
to accepted guidelines for such work, as set down in the Institute of Field Archaeologists Guidelines (2001a 
and b). The basic requirement was for an Assessment by a field visit and desktop study, in order to assess 
the impact of the proposals on any archaeological features within the area concerned. The importance and 
condition of known archaeological remains were to be assessed, areas of archaeological potential and new 
sites to be identified. Measures to mitigate the effects of the construction work on the archaeological 
resource were to be suggested.  
 
The evaluation was to consist of excavation and recording of trenches along the lines of the foundation 
trenches on three sides of the proposed new building. 
 
It was also recommended that the stonework from the recently demolished remains of the Tan House 
should be carefully studied and any stones of architectural value be recorded. 
 
This report combines the results of the Assessment and Evaluation. 
 
The work was carried out on the basis of information supplied by Mrs Evans and by A and K Developers 
about the area and methods of construction and their impact on the subsoil surfaces. 
 
 
3 METHODS AND TECHNIQUES 

 
3.1 Desk top study 

 
This comprised the consultation of maps, documents, computer records, written records and reference 
works, which form part of the Gwynedd Historic Environment Record (HER), located at GAT, Bangor. 
The archives held by the University of Wales, Bangor, were also consulted. Information about listed 
buildings was consulted by means of Cadw records held in the Gwynedd HER and by consultation of 
CARN (Core Archaeological Index), which is the online index of the Royal Commission on Ancient and 
Historic Monuments, Wales. 
 
Sites, buildings and find spots were identified within the immediate vicinity of the proposed development, 
as listed in the GAT HER (Fig. 2 and Appendix 1). 
 
 
3.2 Field Search 

 
The site was visited on 30th October 2006. 
 
The archive will be filed with GAT as Project No. G1900. 
 
3.3 Evaluation excavation and architectural recording 
 
The excavation and stone recording were carried out on 9th and 10th November and 4th and 5th December 
2006. 
 

3.4 Report 

 
The available information was synthesised to set out the archaeological and historic background, followed 
by description of the excavation results, artefactual evidence and overall interpretation..  
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4 GENERAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 

 
 

4.1 Topographic location 

 
Church Street lies at the north side of the core of the historic town of Beaumaris. The ground slopes gently 
from north to south. 
 
 

4.2 Archaeological and historical background 

Beaumaris was founded after the sacking of Caernarfon Castle by Madog ap Llywelyn in 1294. Work 
began on the construction of the castle protected by a large moat in an area of low-lying marshy ground 
(Beau Mareys or Beautiful Marsh) in 1295. The town lay close by and was granted its borough charter in 
1296. The town replaced an earlier prosperous Welsh market town that was situated nearby at Llanfaes, 
deriving its income from sea-trade. The population of Llanfaes was removed by Edward to a new town at 
Newborough on the west coast of Anglesey and Beaumaris initially prospered with 132 burgages taken up 
in the first ten years (Lewis 1912, 63). The political situation soon stabilised resulting in a lack of need for 
defences. The castle was never completed and no town walls were constructed at that time, despite a long 
petition to Edward II from the burgesses (ibid 102). 
 
However, Beaumaris was attacked by Owain Glyndwr in 1403 and partially burnt down. English control of 
the castle was recovered in 1405 (Soulsby 1983, 79). In 1407 the burgesses received a royal donation of 
£10 ‘in aid of making a ditch around the aforesaid town’. Work continued in 1414, when Gilbert, Lord 
Talbot, the reorganiser of the decayed post-Glyndwr boroughs of Anglesey appropriated thirty burgages in 
order to build a new stone wall around the town. A yearly sum of £20 was set aside from 1451-5 for the 
repair of the walls. It seems then that the original defences consisted of just a ditch and a bank possibly 
with timber walls but that this was replaced by a stone wall.  
  
The original layout of the town must have been truncated to some extent by the new defences, perhaps 
extending as far as Steeple Lane on the west side. Speed’s map of 1610 shows the west of the town, within 
the town walls, as open ground around the church (Fig. 2). The town wall forms the west and north sides of 
this area while along the east and south are continuous rows of houses. The street at the east side of the 
church is labelled as Wexam Street although now the southern part is known as Church Street. The street 
now known as Steeple Lane, which probably ran along the edge of the town ditch was then called Clay Pitt 
Lane, probably referring to the ditch or to use of it for digging clay for brick-making and there may have 
been a brick works nearby.  The map shows no trace of the north town wall or ditch, north of the present 
Rating Row, but the curve of Rating Row probably reflects the shape of the defended area. There are 
records that show that 30 burgage plots in the original town had to be removed in order to build the town 
wall and it seems likely, from the layout of the plots, that the burgages on the north side of Rating Row, 
close to 44, Church Street were truncated by the construction of the town defences. 
 
The history of Beaumaris is largely bound up with the fortunes of the Bulkeley family of Baron Hill who 
prospered and gradually acquired a large proportion of the properties in the town as well as extensive 
estates on Anglesey and on the mainland. The Bulkeley estate in the town of Beaumaris was built up in the 
15th and 16th centuries centred around a house, The Plas, to the south of the church, however the family 
moved to a new house Baron Hill, outside the town in 1618 after which the town estate was probably not 
enlarged.  The old Plas survived into the 19th century but the majority of the buildings along Church Street 
belong to the 18th and 19th century and several are listed buildings (Fig. 2 and Appendix 1). 
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5 ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT 

 
5.1 General potential for survival 
 
5.2 Prehistoric and Roman periods 

 

There is little evidence for prehistoric activity in the immediate area of Beaumaris although Neolithic stone 
axes have been found at Aberlleiniog, to the east. Before the 13th century AD and the founding of the town, 
activity and settlement was concentrated around the Welsh market and trading town of Llanfaes not far to 
the north-east. 
  

5.3 Medieval and later periods 

 
Speed’s map of 1610 does not show any of the town wall north of Rating Row, even though some still 
survives today at the south side of the garden of 44, Church Street. This has been robbed and repaired in 
parts but is still a substantial wall, over 2m high and some 2m in thickness. 
 
The line of the town wall to the east has been lost, presumably robbed away, and it is not known how or if 
it formed a complete circuit to join with the castle defences, as it did at the south, as shown on Speed’s 
map. It is presumed that the town wall lay on the line of the original bank, and thus close to the town ditch, 
although it is possible that the wall could have taken a new line, for reasons of expediency or better 
defensive design. 
 
The town ditch was clearly abandoned, filled in and lost to view by the time of Speed’s map. However, two 
archaeological excavations by GAT seem to have identified parts of it. The first was in 1975 at the west 
side of the churchyard where trenches were dug by machine prior to landscaping of the churchyard. This 
identified the ditch as 20 feet deep and partly filled with sand, suggesting that it was deliberately backfilled 
with material from the beach. Steeple Lane was shown to run outside the west edge of the ditch, not along 
the line of the ditch as once thought (White 1975). The second excavation was in 1985 prior to the building 
of a new sports Centre in Castle Meadows, to the north-east of Rating Row (Fasham 1992). This is directly 
relevant to the development at 44, Church. Three trenches (Fig. 2, A, B and C) were dug in Castle Meadow 
and two of these identified parts of the town ditch, identifying it as about 6.5 wide. Projection of the line of 
this ditch indicates that it continued to the west along the line of the garden of 44, Church Street, alongside 
the surviving portion of town wall there (Fig. 9).  
 
Speed’s map indicates that there was a continuous line of houses along Church Street, or Wexam Street as 
it was then known, north of Rating Row across the line of the town ditch. However, Speed’s map is not 
entirely accurate and a town map (BH 6496) made in 1829 for Sir Richard Bulkeley Williams Bulkeley 
shows that at that time there was no house where No. 44 Church Street now stands or on the equivalent area 
on the west side of the street (Fig. 4). This would be understandable if this area constituted the line of the 
former town defensive ditch, an area that would not be very suitable for building. The 1829 map shows a 
long narrow building along the north edge of the property, with another small building at its east end (Fig. 
8). This property is listed in a series of rental records of the Baron Hill Estate, showing that it was not a 
dwelling but a Tan House (Tables 1 and 2). This would have been used for the processing of hides, a messy 
and smelly process that would have involved tanks for tanning liquid. This building may therefore have 
made use of a strip of land that was not otherwise useful for housing and which may have been used for the 
disposal of waste. The building at its east end may have been the outhouse listed in a rental of 1826 (Table 
1). 
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Table 1 

Extract from Baron Hill Rental 1826 BH 7430 

 

Wexham St.  

No. Tenant/Occupier Property Rent 

90 Mr John Lloyd Tan House £3-3s 
ditto Ditto Outhouse £3-3s 

 

Table 2 

Extract from Ref to Map of 1829 BH 8211 (Fig. 8) 

 

Rating Row 

No. Owner Tenant/Occupier Profession Property 

169 RBW Bulkeley Ellen Hayes, 
Spinster 

Spinster Garden 

171 Wm Jones Robert Roberts Joiner House, Yard, Kitchen and Garden 
172 Rowland 

Williams 
John Lloyd  House and Court 

173 Richard Hughes John Lloyd  House, Buildings and Garden 
 
Wexam or Wrexham St 

No. Owner Tenant/Occupier Profession Property 

190 RBW Bulkeley John Lloyd  Tan House and Yards 
191 ditto Thomas Staples  House, Building and Garden 

 
It may be that the line of the town ditch was closer to the surviving length of town wall and that the Tan 
House was built on the edge of the ditch, rather than within it. However, it is likely that the town wall was 
built some way back from the ditch, for stability. It happens that GAT excavated a small trench in the 
garden of 44, Church Street at the same time that the trenches were excavated in Castle Meadow. This was 
Trench D (Fig. 9). The report states that it uncovered the ‘remains of a brick and stone built structure with 
internal partitions, possibly a stable’ (Fasham 1992). This coincides with the position of the small building 
at the east end of the Tan House, shown on the map of 1829. It seems that the remains of this building were 
not removed so nothing was discovered about the survival of any underlying layers that might relate to the 
adjoining Medieval town wall and ditch. 
 
The Tan House as shown on the 1829 map still survived at the time of a Baron Hill estate map of 1861, 
which shows it in more detail and suggests that the building at its east end was separate and perhaps an 
addition to the main building (Fig. 5). These buildings still existed at the time of the 1889 Ordnance Survey 
map (Fig. 6), but had been largely demolished and replaced by two houses fronting on Church Street, 
including 44, Church Street, by the time of the 1900 map (Fig. 7). Some remains of The Tan House still 
stood as a roofless ruin at the time of the first visit, although they had been demolished by the time of the 
assessment. The east wall was in quite good condition, of irregular mortared sub-angular stones and butted 
onto the north boundary wall and had a crudely blocked doorway at the south end (Fig. 10). The west wall 
was of similar build, also butted onto the north boundary wall, and with no doors or windows but a brick-
built supporting buttress at the south corner. The south, long wall was similarly built but with a doorway at 
the west end and two low-cilled windows. These had slate cills and one had a timber lintel surviving (Fig. 
11). The doorway had once had a timber frame. Observation of the demolished masonry, at the time of the 
assessment, showed a variety of material, including some re-used ashlar blocks of better quality stone, 
possibly robbed from the town wall or further afield. These are described later. 
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6 EVALUATION EXCAVATION RESULTS 

 
6.1 Trench 1 (Figs12 and 13) 

 
This trench was excavated along the length of the north side of the proposed new building and was 
approximately 17m long and excavated to a maximum depth of 1m from the existing surface. A substantial 
wall [20] was encountered about half way along the trench and this was left in situ, partly to retain ground 
water.  
 
The top 0.4m was either garden soil or disturbed by the recent demolition of the existing remnant of the 
Tan House. This depth was the level of the recent floors of the Tan House, which at the west were just of 
earth. To east of wall [20] was a surviving floor of laid cobbles neatly set in sand. 
 
West of wall [20] was a deep layer of mixed clay made-ground up to 0.7m deep. This proved to cover a 
row of substantial vertical timber planks. These planks were of pine softwood about 35mm thick and 
300mm (1ft) wide. They proved to be the lowest surviving plank of a row of four adjoining rectangular 
timber tanks, each about 1.1m (4ft) wide. The north wall of one tank was revealed in one place just a little 
beyond the north face of the trench. The tank timbers were butt tenon jointed at the corners and the timbers 
tarred and lined with stiff grey clay. Further, wider-spaced timbers at the east suggested two larger tanks or 
two tanks of similar dimensions but set east-west. Probing with a rod showed that the timber floors of the 
tanks still survived, about 10-20cm below the base of the trench. 
 
The tanks had been set into the floor of the Tan House with their bases at a depth of 0.8m below floor level. 
Possibly the top edge of the tanks would have been above floor level. The upper walls of the tanks had been 
robbed out when the Tan House had gone out of use for tanning and the resulting space filled in with clay 
back to the floor level of the building. Wall [20] marked the end of the tank room and at its east end a large 
pit [22] had been dug through the backfilled area of the tanks. This was filled with a variety of layers of 
fine silty, iron-rich material including animal bones and much 19th century broken tableware, kitchen ware, 
wine bottles and leather shoe soles. This was probably a cess pit. 
 
Wall [20] was set on dry-laid footings of sub-angular stones set at about the level of the base of the trench 
i.e. at about the level of the floors of the tanks. No construction trench was seen and the wall seems to have 
been built free-standing and then backfilled around, as the tanks were built, until floor level was reached. 
 
To the east of wall [20] there had been no sunken tanning tanks. The surviving cobbled floor was the 
original floor of the Tan House. Another substantial wall [56] was encountered at the east end of the trench 
and this seems to have been the original east end wall of the Tan House. Like wall [20] its footings were 
built free-standing and the surrounding layers made up to floor level. Here the base of the wall was exposed 
before ground water obscured it. It was built on a thin humic layer, which seems to have been a short-lived 
topsoil layer (53), a surface on which construction of the Tan House was commenced. This overlay a thin 
layer of stiff brown re-deposited clay (54). This in turn overlay a compact humic silt horizon (55), which 
contained oyster and cockle shell, charcoal and fragments of wood. This seemed to be an old soil horizon 
that had remained waterlogged, allowing organic preservation. 
 
6.2 Trench 2 (Figs 12, 14 and 17) 

 
This trench was excavated for 6.3m along the line of the west wall of the proposed new building. It was not 
excavated for the full length because of the presence of a tree-bole at the south end, the removal of which 
would have meant disturbing the ground for some way around. 
 
In the northern half the same layers as in the west end of trench 1 were present with remains of another 
timber tank at the same level, later robbed out and backfilled with clay. This tank, however, was revealed 
as about 1.8m (6ft) long and seemed likely to be a similar tank to the others but in long as opposed to cross-
section and not on part of the same row. This would make the tanks a standard size of 6ft by 4ft. The tank 
west wall was found in the centre of the trench and has been projected onto the section. The presence of the 
tank wall clay lining and of some disturbed cobbling shows that this was close to the wall of the room 
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which must therefore have been on the same line as the modern boundary wall and that there was a 
walkway between the tank and the wall.  
 
Towards the south end of the trench the footings of a wall [36] were found, being the south wall of the Tan 
House. Beyond the wall the disturbed cobbling of the outside surface contemporary with the original use of 
the Tan House were found at a depth of c. 0.40m. 
  
The Tan House wall was built on top of a series of backfill layers first clean sand, then brown clay, then 
more sand. These in turn overlay a compact dark grey silty layer (45), which included marine shells, 
preserved wood fragments and one piece of 17th or early 18th century pottery. A trial slot showed that this 
layer was about 0.30m deep and overlay fine gravel. Layer (45) seems to have been an old topsoil layer that 
had remained waterlogged and was the same layer as (55) in the east end of Trench 1.  
 
The sand layers and the surface of 45 all sloped down gently to the north and this was interpreted as tipping 
into the Medieval town ditch that was believed to underlie the garden. Probing showed that these probable 
gravel ditch fill beneath layer (45) continued down for at least another 0.5m, i.e. to at least 1.80m below the 
modern surface of the garden. 
 
6.3 Trench 3 (Figs 12, 14 and 18) 

 

This trench was excavated for 7.5m, the full length of the line of the east end wall of the proposed new 
building. Continually incoming ground water made it difficult to investigate the lowermost layers. 
Although a pump was used it was impossible to carry out any deeper trial slots as in Trench 2. 
 
At the north end substantial wall footings [63] were encountered close to the existing north boundary wall 
of the garden but beyond its present corner end. This may have just been in the nature of a buttress. 
However, this wall was built upward from the same layer (55) as that of wall [56], but seemed to have a 
foundation cut through layers that were later than (55) so may itself have been a later construction or 
addition. 
 
Towards the centre of the trench a number of large rectangular laid stone floor slabs were found, still in 
situ, just below the modern soil level and probably a late garden feature as they lay over the footings of 
another east-west wall [61]. These footings continued only for some 20cm into the east side of the trench, 
so the wall seemed to end there. 
 
The footings had been laid in a trench cut into a series of layers, unlike the other walls of the Tan House, 
which had been built free-standing and then backfilled around. These layers were equivalent to those at the 
south end of trench 2, outside the south side of the Tan House. The layers included two layers of re-
deposited clay over a layer of sand; each separated by thin humic layers, suggesting some interval between 
their deposition. The lowermost, sandy layer also lay over a thin humic layer, which overlay a thin clay 
layer, which in turn overlay the compact waterlogged silt layer (55) continued from Trench 1 and 
equivalent to layer (45) in Trench 2. Unlike in Trench 2 these layers were almost level, with no indication 
that they were tipping into the top of a ditch that was being backfilled. However, considering that these 
were dumped layers, the degree to which they were level suggests that they had been carefully spread out to 
produce a level surface. However, the lowermost layer (55) is likely to have developed in situ but could 
have been modified. This was probed, which indicated that there were soft deposits to at least another 1.0m 
in depth and continuing.  Further, more extensive probing might prove if there are deeper deposits and if 
they lie within a ditch. 
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7 ARTEFACTUAL EVIDENCE 

 
7.1 Introduction  

The great majority of layers removed post-dated the Tan House and included stray pieces of post-medieval 
tableware and construction debris that were not kept. 
 
A sample was kept from the lower fill (Context 18) of the cess-pit 22, which provided a close group that 
post-dated the end of use of the Tan House as a tannery.  
 
Only small amounts of layers pre-dating the Tan House construction were removed and the artefacts were 
mainly undateable items - marine shells, wood and animal bone, except for one piece of pot from a deeply 
buried old soil level (Context 45) in Trench 2. 
 
There were in addition some re-used architectural fragments in the rubble of the demolished remnant of the 
Tan House. These re-used items may have derived from a Medieval structure close by that was demolished 
at, or some time before, the construction of the Tan House. 
 
7.2 Pottery and Glass by Julie Edwards, Chester Archaeology 

 

Methodology 

Sixteen sherds of pottery (1129g) and one piece of glass from contexts [18] and [45] were examined for 
this report. In accordance with MPRG Guidelines (2001) the pottery was recorded by common ware name 
and form by sherd count and weight within context groups. The terms used to identify the pottery are those 
recommended by the Potteries Museum, Stoke-on-Trent, during an English Heritage training course run in 
March 1999. This report summarises the examined finds; the details of individual sherds are to be found on 
the archive record sheets. 
 
Condition 

Apart from one almost complete French mustard jar the assemblage is composed of fragments of vessels.  
Some of the pieces are relatively large and others join together to form recognisable parts of vessels but 
apart from the jar none join to create complete profiles or substantial parts of vessels. Most of the pieces 
have a fine dark red silty residue adhering to the surfaces and broken edges. 
 
Description 

Context [18] 

The assemblage is composed of table and storage wares. The table wares: bowls, dishes, a mug or tankard 
and a possible jug are made of transfer-printed wares. The storage vessels consist of earthenwares and 
stonewares. Two vessels were imported from the Continent one is a Rhenish mineral water bottle and the 
other the French mustard jar. 
 
Tablewares 
Transfer-printed wares 
The remains of five transfer-printed ware vessels are present. Two appear to be dishes with the popular 
willow-pattern print which is difficult to closely date without any makers marks being present. The pattern 
was introduced in the late eighteenth century.  Another sherd is from a hollow vessel, perhaps a jug with 
moulded lobed sides. It has a blue pattern that may depict a Mediterranean or Eastern scene but not enough 
survives to identify the pattern within the time limits of the report. Part of the base of a tankard-style mug 
with a moulded foot has a black and green peacock feather design; again it has not been possible to identify 
the design although coloured prints, other than blue, were introduced in the 1820s. 
 
Two pieces join to form part of the base and lower body of a large bowl decorated in blue on both surfaces. 
The exterior has a floral pattern containing wild rose flowers. The interior has a version of the ‘Wild Rose’ 
pattern, which shows a riverside scene within a floral border containing wild roses. This pattern was one of 
the most popular transfer-printed patterns between the 1830s and the 1850s and was used by potters all over 
Britain (Coysh & Henrywood 1982, 399 – 340). It shows a view of Nuneham Courtney near Oxford, a 
famous eighteenth-century garden which was the subject of many paintings and prints.  
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Storage wares 
In addition to a tin-glazed ware mustard jar and a stoneware mineral water bottle these comprise two bowls 
made from brown salt-glazed stoneware and a yellow earthenware, a whiteware cylindrical jar and a 
creamware vase or jar. All are types present in the nineteenth century in date but the whiteware was also 
used in the early twentieth century.  
 
Tin-glazed ware mustard jar 
A cylindrical vessel (130 mm high) with a tall narrow neck and a rounded rim. It is made from a pinkish 
buff earthenware coated with a thick white tin-glaze. Stencilled in brown lettering is the following 
inscription: 
 
‘Moutarde de MAILLE 
Vinaiġrier de LL.MM. 
la Reine d’Anġleterre, 
et le Empereurs 
d’Autriche et de Russie 
à Paris.’ 
 
The jar would have been used to import and store French Dijon mustard; little appears to have been 
published on such pots from archaeological excavations. According to the inscription the jar appears to 
post-date the accession of Queen Victoria in 1837.  
 
Westerwald mineral water bottle 
Fragment from a cylindrical brown stoneware bottle made in the Westerwald. The remains of a circular 
stamp are present with the lettering ‘HERZOGTHU _‘  stamped below. The full expansion of the lettering 
reads ‘HERZOGTHUM NASSAU’ and the stamp should read ‘Selters’ enclosing an armorial symbol. The 
type of armorial symbol could date the bottle, in its absence a mid or late- nineteenth century date is all that 
can be ascribed. For a similar complete example see http://potweb.ashmolean.org/ 
 
Glass 
The rim and neck of a late eighteenth or nineteenth century wine bottle. 
 
Context [45] 

There is one sherd from this context a small (4g) fragment of a blackware. The piece is quite highly fired 
with a sparse purplish black lead glaze on each surface. Blackwares appear at the beginning of the 
seventeenth century and are a common ware until the nineteenth century it is therefore difficult to date 
small sherds such as this. However recent work on blackware assemblages in Chester suggests that the 
fabric and glaze treatment of this sherd indicate a seventeenth or perhaps an early eighteenth century date. 
 
Discussion 

The sample examined from the ceramic assemblage found in context [18] is suggestive of a domestic 
deposit no earlier than the mid-late nineteenth century which is relatively well preserved. It is difficult to 
judge its relative local and regional significance as little post-medieval pottery of this later date has been 
published. However most of the wares present are typical finds for the period. In general nineteenth 
German stoneware mineral water bottles are not uncommon in Britain and small numbers of fragments and 
occasionally complete bottles are found on urban sites. The Continental mineral waters would have been 
competing with home-produced waters at this time and it is difficult to know how much consumption of 
Continental mineral water reflected economic status. The imported mustard however would appear to 
indicate that the assemblage derives from a relatively prosperous household.  
 
The total size of the assemblage which this sample represents is unknown however the sample suggests that 
deposits of relatively well preserved nineteenth century pottery could be expected in any future excavations 
at the site. Well stratified and preserved pit assemblages that could be related to specific households would 
have potential in relation to socio-economic studies of the town.  
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The sample as it exists does not have the potential for any further work because of its fragmentary 
condition and the lack of any documentary evidence that may relate it to a particular household. A 
published note on the mustard jar and mineral water bottle fragment may be of interest locally. 
 
7.4 Architectural Fragments from the Tan House (Figs 20 and 21) 

 
Red sandstone 
1. Voussoir from an arch. Large cut block, tapering in both face and side views. Smooth faces except for 
the butting faces, which have neat and regular but coarse dressing. 
2. As 1 and of very similar size suggesting that they formed a matching pair in the arch. 
3. Large cut block, similar to 1 but only tapering in face view. 
4. A for 3 with two dressed faces. 
5. As for 4 but roughly shaped, not dressed. 
6. As for 4 but tapering in all three dimensions. 
 
Conglomerate 
1. Long approximately square-sectioned block dressed on two long faces, which are smooth from 
weathering. Probably a window lintel. 
 
  
8 CONCLUSIONS 

 
New record numbers were allocated for features in this area that were not already identified on the 
Gwynedd Historic Environment Record: 
  
Medieval town ditch, site of. SH604760. PRN 19664. 
 
Medieval town north gate, site of. SH6040 7621. PRN 19665. 
 
Tan House. Tannery, site of. SH6042 7624. PRN 19666. 
 
The excavation revealed a large part of the lay-out of the former Tan House and showed that the part within 
the area of the proposed new building had consisted of two rooms (Fig. 22). That at the west was a tanning 
immersion room with a series of timber-walled sunken tanks, the lower walls and floors of which still 
survive in good condition. The room at the east had no tanks. It had a cobbled floor and connected to an 
adjoining small building that had been built as an extension. It had a window at the north side, which still 
survives as a blocked feature in its north wall, which now forms the existing boundary wall (Fig. 19). The 
Tan House seems to have gone out of use for tanning sometime around the middle of the 19th century, when 
the tanning tanks were partly demolished and robbed and then backfilled with clay up to floor level.  
 
The deepest part of the initial excavation at the west end of the area revealed a series of layers dipping 
gently in a northerly direction. These seemed likely to be part of the upper fill of the edge of the Medieval 
town ditch, which the desktop research indicated lay beneath the garden here. The lowest layer exposed 
was a waterlogged buried soil horizon with oyster shells and wood fragments. Excavation at the east end 
exposed a similar sequence of layers but the lowermost buried soil horizon was relatively level, with no 
indication of a dip into the top of a large ditch. However, probing into the base of the trenches at both the 
west and east excavated areas showed that there were underlying soft deposits continuing beneath the limit 
of probing at 1m below the surface of the buried soil at the base of the trench. It therefore seems almost 
certain that the Medieval ditch does underlie the garden but that it had already been almost entirely infilled 
and levelled off by the time of the construction of the Tan House. However, the overall ground level was 
lower than the present at the time of the Tan House construction because the walls and tanks were 
constructed at a lower level and then the floor levels were made up to the contemporary ground level.  
 
It is difficult to estimate the date of construction of the Tan House but one piece of pottery of 17th or early 
18th century date from the buried soil predating its construction showed that construction was no earlier 
than this date and perhaps somewhat later.  The tanks were built of large planks of sawn pine. Considering 
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that the Tan House was already in existence in 1829, these timbers were probably from the Baltic trade, 
which was in operation from the late 16th century to c. 1800, after which the Napoleonic wars led to a 
switch to trade with Canada. This, and the date for the pottery from Context 45, shows that a date in the 
18th century therefore seems most likely for the construction of the Tan House, at a time when Beaumaris 
was expanding. 
 
The stones from the demolished remains of the Tan House were largely of rough rubble of mixed glacial 
boulders but included a few shaped stones that were evidently re-used from an earlier building. These were 
six tapering blocks of red sandstone. Two were carefully dressed, large matching voussoirs from a large 
arch. The others were less carefully dressed but had some faces. These stones are likely to all derive from a 
single large arch. A projected reconstruction of this arch, using the retrieved stones, and assuming others of 
similar design, is shown in Fig. 21.6. A possible source for these stones was from the arch of the Medieval 
North Gate of the town, which stood on Church Street close to the present site. The gate appears to have 
been demolished by the time of Speed’s map of Beaumaris of 1610 (Fig. 3)). This could mean that the Tan 
House was built before 1610, at the time when the North gate was demolished. However, the Tan House 
itself is not marked on Speed’s map either.  
 
The excavations have not produced conclusive evidence for the presence of the Medieval town ditch 
beneath the garden of 44, Church Street. However, it has shown that there is a buried soil with well-
preserved organic remains at about 1m below the modern ground surface across most of the area of the 
development and that there are deeper deposits to at least another 0.8m and this is likely to be the top fill of 
the former town ditch.  
 
The work has shown that foundation or service trenches for the new house construction will not disturb any 
Medieval deposits if they are no deeper than 1.0m below the existing surface. Should any deeper 
excavation be required this should be accompanied by archaeological observation and allowance for 
recording of the exposed deposits. 
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APPENDIX 1 

 

LIST OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES AND BUILDINGS WITHIN 100 METRES OF THE 

DEVELOPMENT AREA RECORDED IN THE GWYNEDD HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT 

RECORD 

 
 
Status - Sites with Statutory Protection, LB = Listed building, SAM = Scheduled Ancient Monument 
 

 
PRN NPRN Site Name NGR Status Site Stat Site Type Period 

2577 58454 Beaumaris Town 
Walls 

SH60437623 A123 SAM Town 
Defences 

Medieval 

2591 58467 Henblas House, 
Near Beaumaris 

SH60437615   House Medieval 

11054 15646 Church Street, 4 SH60537616 GII LB Building Post-Medieval 
11061 15653 Church Street, 24 SH60467615 GII LB Building Post-Medieval 
11062 15654 Church Street, 26 SH60457616 GII LB Building Post-Medieval 
11063 15655 Church Street, 28 

& 30 
SH60457617 GII LB Building Post-Medieval 

11064 15656 Church Street, 41 SH60407619 GII LB Building Post-Medieval 
11065 15657 Church Street, 40 

& 42;Sailor's 
Return Public 
House 

SH60417622 GII LB Building Post-Medieval 

11066 15658 Church Street, 48 SH60397622 GII LB Building Post-Medieval 
11126 15757 Mount Pleasant, 

1-3 
SH60447619 GII LB Building Post-Medieval 

11127 15758 Mount Pleasant, 9 SH60467619 GII LB Building Post-Medieval 
11162 15814 Plas Hyfryd, 8 SH60537618 GII LB Building Post-Medieval 
11184 15847 Rating Row, 

10;Olinda 
SH60537618 GII LB Building Post-Medieval 

11185 15848 Rating Row, 40 SH60437621 GII LB Building Post-Medieval 
11186 15850 Rating Row, 42 SH60427620 GII LB Building Post-Medieval 
11247 15943 Victoria House, 

Rating Row; 38 
Church Street 

SH60427621 GII LB Building Post-Medieval 

11251 15948 Wexham Street, 1 SH60367623 GII LB Building Post-Medieval 
11252 15949 Wexham Street, 3 

& 5 
SH60357623 GII LB Building Post-Medieval 

11254 15951 Wexham Street, 9 SH60327627 GII LB Building Post-Medieval 
11260 15957 Wexham Street, SH60347626 GII LB Building Post-Medieval 
11261 15958 Wexham Street, 

Lodge 
SH60347627 GII LB Building Post-Medieval 

        
 
 



APPENDIX 2 

 
DEFINITIONS OF CATEGORIES OF IMPACT, FIELD EVALUATION AND MITIGATION 

 

 

1 Categories of importance 

 
The following categories were used to define the importance of the archaeological resource. 
 
Category A - Sites of National Importance. 
 
Scheduled Ancient Monuments, Listed Buildings of grade II* and above, as well as those that would 
meet the requirements for scheduling (ancient monuments) or listing (buildings) or both.   
 
Sites that are scheduled or listed have legal protection, and it is recommended that all Category A sites 
remain preserved and protected in situ. 
 
Category B - Sites of regional or county importance. 
 
Grade II listed buildings and sites which would not fulfil the criteria for scheduling or listing, but 
which are nevertheless of particular importance within the region.   
 
Preservation in situ is the preferred option for Category B sites, but if damage or destruction cannot be 
avoided, appropriate detailed recording might be an acceptable alternative. 
 
Category C - Sites of district or local importance. 
 
Sites which are not of sufficient importance to justify a recommendation for preservation if threatened. 
 
Category C sites nevertheless merit adequate recording in advance of damage or destruction. 
 
Category D - Minor and damaged sites. 
 
Sites that are of minor importance or are so badly damaged that too little remains to justify their 
inclusion in a higher category. 
 
For Category D sites, rapid recording, either in advance of or during destruction, should be sufficient. 
 
Category E - Sites needing further investigation. 
 
Sites, the importance of which is as yet undetermined and which will require further work before they 
can be allocated to categories A - D are temporarily placed in this category, with specific 
recommendations for further evaluation.  By the end of the assessment there should be no sites 
remaining in this category. 
 
 
2 Definition of Impact 

 
The impact of the road development on each site was estimated. The impact is defined as none, slight, 
unlikely, likely, significant, considerable or unknown as follows: 
 
None:  
There is no construction impact on this particular site.   
 
Slight: 
This has generally been used where the impact is marginal and would not by the nature of the site cause 
irreversible damage to the remainder of the feature, e.g. part of a trackway or field bank.   



 

Unlikely: 
This category indicates sites that fall within the band of interest but are unlikely to be directly affected.  
This includes sites such as standing and occupied buildings at the margins of the band of interest.  
 
Likely: 
Sites towards the edges of the study area, which may not be directly affected, but are likely to be 
damaged in some way by the construction activity.  
 
Significant:  
The partial removal of a site affecting its overall integrity. Sites falling into this category may be linear 
features such as roads or tramways where the removal of part of the feature could make overall 
interpretation problematic. 
 
Considerable: 
The total removal of a feature or its partial removal which would effectively destroy the remainder of 
the site. 
 
Unknown: 
This is used when the location of the site is unknown, but thought to be in the vicinity of the proposed 
road. 
 

 

3 Definition of field evaluation techniques 

 
Field evaluation is necessary to fully understand and assess class E sites and to allow the evaluation of 
areas of land where there are no visible features but for which there is potential for sites to exist. Two 
principal techniques can be used for carrying out the evaluation: geophysical survey and trial trenching. 
 
Geophysical survey most often involves the use of a magnetometer, which allows detection of some 
underground features, depending on their composition and the nature of the subsoil. Disturbed ground, 
such as urban areas, and areas with mineral-rich rocks are often not suitable for geophysical survey. 
 
Trial trenching allows a representative sample of the development area to be investigated at depth. 
Trenches of appropriate size can also be excavated to evaluate category E sites. Trenching is typically 
carried out with trenches of between 20 to 30m length and 2m width. The topsoil is removed by 
machine and the resulting surface is cleaned by hand, recording features. Depending on the stratigraphy 
encountered the machine may be used to remove stratigraphy to deeper levels. 
 
 
4  Definition of Mitigatory Recommendations 
 
None: 
No impact and therefore no requirement for mitigation measures. 
 
Avoidance 

Where possible, features that may be affected should be avoided. Sometimes this could mean a change 
in layout, design or route. More usually it refers to the need for care during construction to avoid 
accidental damage to a feature. This may be achieved by marking features or areas, for example with 
warning tape, before work starts, or in sensitive cases carrying out a watching brief. 
 
Detailed recording: 
Detailed recording requires a photographic record, surveying and the production of a measured 
drawing prior to the commencement of the works on site. 
 
Archaeological excavation may also be required depending upon the particular feature and the extent 
and effect of the impact. 
 
Basic Recording: 
A photographic record and full description, and limited measured survey where applicable.   



 
Watching brief: 
Requiring observation of particular identified features or areas during works in their vicinity. This may 
be supplemented by detailed or basic recording of exposed layers or structures. 
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DESIGN BRIEF FOR ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT AND FIELD EVALUATION 



 



















Site location

44, Church Street, Beaumaris Fig. 1 Development site location.
Based on OS 1:2500 scale map 1969. © Crown copyright.

All rights reserved. Licence number AL 100020895.
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44, Church Street, Beaumaris Fig. 3 The location of the proposed development area
in relation to Speed's map of Beaumaris 1610

44, Church Street, Beaumaris Fig. 4 The location of the proposed development area
in relation to the Baron Hill Estate Map 1829 (UWB 6496)

Site location
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44, Church Street, Beaumaris
Fig. 5 Plan of The Tan House and adjoining outbuilding.

Detail from the Baron Hill map of 1861 (BH 8224)
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RATINGS ROW



44, Church Street, Beaumaris Fig. 6
Ordnance Survey map 1889 showing the Tan House still in existence

44, Church Street, Beaumaris Fig. 7
Ordnance Survey map 1900 after demolition of the Tan House and after construction of 44, Church Street.
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TAN HOUSE



44, Church Street, Beaumaris Fig. 8 The location of the proposed development area in relation 
to the Baron Hill Estate Map 1829 (UWB 6496), highlighting the numbers of the properties

listed in the Reference book (BH 8211)
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44, Church Street, Beaumaris Fig. 9 
Summary showing the position of the proposed new dwelling, the projected position of the 

Medieval town ditch and the position of the archaeological excavation in 1985 in relation to existing 
buildings and boundaries. Scale 1:500

44, C
hurch St



44, Church Street, Beaumaris
Fig. 10 Remains of the east wall of The Tan House before demolition

44, Church Street, Beaumaris
Fig. 11 Remains of the south wall of The Tan House before demolition



SCALE 1:200

44, Church Street, Beaumaris
Fig. 12 General plan of excavated trenches (orange) and main features

Purple - wall footings, Black - timber tank walls.
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44, Church Street, Beaumaris
Fig. 16 Part of lower plank wall of timber tanning tank. Scale with 50cm divisions

44, Church Street, Beaumaris
Fig. 15 In situ plank wall of timber tanning tank, Trench 1. Scale with 50cm divisions



44, Church Street, Beaumaris
Fig. 17 Lowermost sand and buried soil layers at the south end of Trench 2.

Scale with 50cm divisions

44, Church Street, Beaumaris
Fig. 18 Lowermost sand and buried soil layers at the south end of Trench 3.

Scale with 50cm divisions



44, Church Street, Beaumaris
Fig. 19 Blocked window in north wall of former

Tan House, now the boundary wall

44, Church Street, Beaumaris
Fig. 20 Re-used architectural fragment 1 from the former Tan House. Scale with 1cm divisions
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44, Church Street, Beaumaris
Fig. 21  1-5 Architectural fragments re-used in The Tan House, retrieved from the demolition rubble.

6 Projected elevation of arch using fragments retrieved as examples
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SCALE 1:200

44, Church Street, Beaumaris
Fig. 22 Interpretation plan of excavated remains of The Tan House

Outline of 
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on 1829 map
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