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SITE DESCRIPTION 

Hafod Boeth consists of the extant house, occupied, and possibly of late 18'" century date, that lies on 
the west side of the road, and a number of redundant farm buildings that lie on the east side of the road 
(see fig . 1 ). The existing house will not be considered further in this report. The farm buildings now 
lie in two groups, though a third group formerly existed. These lie in a line roughly north south. The 
northernmost group (marked A and B on fig .I) have been demolished, probably in the late 1970 's 
when the road was widened. 10 The !eat from Llifon led to these two buildings, and the water wheel 
would have been on the end of (or within) the northernmost structure. Remains of low stone walls that 
currently mark the roadside are the remnants of these two buildings. The southern group of buildings 
(marked E on fig 1) consist of a small structure with chimney, too overgrown to see closely, but built 
from small stones, and incorporating considerable quantities of small slate blocks. The style of 
construction would suggest a date within the mid-19'" century. The OS map of 1890 shows an 
adjoining structure which has since been demolished. 

The central range of buildings (marked C and Don fig I), which are the two proposed for conversion, 
consist of an upper (east) building and a lower (west) one. The upper building is stone built in rough 
courses using quarried stone, with a slate roof. The roof trusses are of king post type, and dateable to 
the mid or late 19'" century, which is almost certainly the date of construction ofthe building. The 
lower building is stone-built but of rounded field boulders . There are opposing doorways in the lateral 
north and south wall, though the south door may be a later insertion. The primary entrance appears to 
have been through the north door. A small original square window east of the north door appears to be 
the only other original opening. Later door openings have been made in the two gables. The roof is 
supported on three relatively simple collar-beam trusses held together by wooden pegs. The collar 
beams appear chamfered, and the east truss is blackened. They enter the wall part way down, in the 
manner of an upper cruck. Typologically they are of 171

" century date . The remainder of the roof, 
including the purl ins, is relatively modern, either late 191

" century or early 20'" century. The 
longitudinal walls were raised slightly when the present roof was constructed. Dense vegetation and 
the addition of later brick structures obscures much of the evidence, and full interpretation of this 
building would have to await clearance of these obstructions. However, it is a reasonable assumption 
that this building is the original house at Hafod Boeth, occupied during the 17'" century, and then 
perhaps converted to a farm building following the construction of the present house in the 181

" 

century. The roof trusses, masonry walls and original door and window openings remain . There is 
good potential for the survival of underground archaeology that would allow greater interpretation. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The earlier building (structure C) at Hafod Boeth is of historic and archaeological interest. There are 
very few structures ofthis date remaining, and those that do are usually from houses of a higher status. 
For example within the parish ofLlandwrog the house at Ty Mawr has good 161

" century surviving 
remains, and those at Bodfan and Tryfan are largely of 17'" century date. 11 However, the house at 
Hafod Boeth was of lower status than these, and the survival of houses owned by lesser landed 
freeholders is very rare. Its importance is raised by the historical evidence contained within the Quarter 
Session rolls . The period of ownership by David Jones reveals a small but interesting episode within 
the industrialisation of Gwynedd. 

There is good potential for the recovery of additional information concerning the site from further 
historical and archaeological research. This would lead to a better understanding of the site and its 
context. However, present evidence suggests this is a significant site that should be preserved. Re-use 
as a dwelling, providing original features are retained and archaeological evidence is recorded, would 
provide an appropriate means of achieving this . 

10 Map in possession of present owner 
11 RCAHMW Inventory of Ancient Monuments ofCaernarvonshire Vol2, 184-5 
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Plate 1.  South view of structures C and D

Plate 2.  Leat from the Llifon mill to Hafod Boeth



Plate 3.  Interior of structure D

Plate 4.  Collar beam roof trusses in structure C
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