





LAND TO THE NW OF TREMADOC (LLIDIART YSPYTTY): ARCHAEOLOGICAL
ASSESSMENT (G1736)

I. INTRODUCTION

Symonds group Ltd has asked the Gwynedd Archacological Trust to undertake a Desktop archaeological
assessment in advance of a proposed development at Tremadog, Gwynedd on behalf of North Wales NHS
Trust. The proposed development is centred on SH 557402 and the affected area is indicated on the site
plan Fig 1. This constitutes the study area of the present document. The development area contains
remains of ironstone mining. possibly of Roman origin, and significant road and railway remains. Adjacent
to the site is a Roman bath-house (now buried beneath the garden of the adjoining house), and finds of
Mesolithie/Neolithic date were recovered west of the A487 during trial excavations in 1995. The
development area falls within a designated Landscape of Outstanding Historic [nterest (HLW (Gw) 7:
Aberglaslyn) and within Historic Landscape Characterisation Area 35, Llidiart Yspytty (GAT Draft report
422).

A Brief was prepared for this project by Gwynedd Archaeological Planning Service (Appendix 1). A
project design (Appendix 2) was prepared conforming to the requirements specified within the Brief, and in
the Standard and Guidance for Archacological Desk-based Assessment (Institute of Field Archaeologists,
1994, rev. 1999). The report was updated in February 2004 to take into account changes to the proposed
layout.

2. SPECIFICATIONS AND PROJECT DESIGN

An initial report was requested from Gwynedd Archaeological Trust, assessing the likely archaeological
impact of the planned development and suggesting mitigatory measures,

The basic requirement was for a desk-top survey of the development area in order to assess the likely
impact of the scheme on the archacological and heritage features therein. The importance of known
archaeological remains was to be assessed and areas of archaeological potential to be identified. Measures
to mitigate the effects of the development works on the archaeological resource were to be suggested.

Gwynedd Archaeological Trust's proposals for fulfilling these requirements were as follows:

a) to identify and record the cultural heritage of the area to be affected

b) te evaluate the importance of what was identified (both as a cultural landscape and as the
individual items which make up that landscape)

c) to recommend ways in which damage to the cultural heritage can be avoided or minimised

The first stage of an archaeological assessment comprises a desktop study and field walkover. This is
followed by an initial report which details the findings and makes recommendations for any field evaluation
or mitigation work. Field evaluation may be necessary if sites are present which cannot be assessed by
desktop or field visit alone. This typically takes the form of geophysical survey and/or trial excavation. A
full programme of assessment and evaluation may therefore consist of;

a)  Desktop study
b)  Field walkover
c) Initial report

d}  Field evaluation
el Drafi report

f) Final report









Requiring observation of particular identified features or arcas during works in their vicinity. This may be supplemented by detailed
or basic recording of exposed layers or structures.

Aveidance

Features, which may be affected directly by the scheme, or during the construction, should be avoided. Occasionally a minor change
to the proposed plan is recommended; but more usually it refers 1o the need for care to be taken during construetion to avoid
aecidental damage 10 a feature, This is often hest achieved by elearly marking features prior to the start of work.

Renstatement:

The feature should be ve-instated with archacological advice and supervision.

4. RESULTS OF THE DESK-TOP ASSESSMENT
4.1 Topographic description.

The study area lies in a strip of open pasture between the spectacular ¢liffs of Craig y Castell and the
reclaimed estuary of Traeth Mawr. The underlying geology consists of Tremadog slates with igneous
mtrusions. The upper part of the area lies close to the base of the cliffs. and is on sloping pasture fields. A
sharp break of slope forming a low cliff face runs across the site separating the upper from the lower part.
into which a number of adits have been excavated for the purpose of extracting ironstone, This steeper area
15 colonised by gorse and blackthorn, and is difficult (o access. The lower area borders on the former tidal
estuary (prior to the construction of the cob this would have been very close to the High Water mark).
Though largely pasture., there are wetter areas here,

4.2 Archaeological and historical background
4.2.1 Prehistorie period

No known Prehistoric features are associated with the study area although a flint blade and flint working
debris, indicative of late Mesolithic or Neolithic activity were found during trial trenching on Y Bryn 50m
to the south (Hopewell 2-4).

4.2.2 Roman period

Bricks and human remains identified as dating from the Roman period were discovered in the vicinity of
Llidiart Yspytty e. 1810, and in 1876 workmen engaged in building a drain identified further remains.
Excavations carried out by in 1908 revealed a bath-house; pottery indicated occupation from the second
century AD to the fourth (Breeze and Anwyl 1909),

It has been suggested that the presence of a Roman building here was to guard the wealth of the ironstone
mine that lay immediately adjacent. However, there is as yet no evidence to show that the mine was worked
in the Roman period (RCAHM 1960, 1453-4). The ore in the adjacent Bryn y Garreg Haiarn would
probably have been very obvious at the time and unrecorded exploitation cannot be ruled out. An
alternative explanation is that the bath-house was associated with a mansio for travellers crossing Traeth
Mawr and following the Roman road through Penllystyn to Segontium.

4.2.3 Medieval period

The establishment of a church dedicated to St Beuno at nearby Penmorfa suggests that the area formed a
focus in the seventh century (Gresham 79) but there is otherwise no known archaeological or documentary
evidence for human settlement or society in the area until the late sixteenth century, when Sir John Wynn
was attacked at Llidiart Yspytty by a gang ol eight armed men sent there, he claimed. by his enemy William
Maurice, who would have Killed him had it not been for ‘passengers traveling that waye’ (Gresham 91).
Further detail is lacking, but the episode suggests that Llidiart Yspytty was still a recognised route across


















Feature 13 Possible incline (Plaie 3)

Category E

Direct impact: Considerable

Indirect Impact: Not relevant

A field boundary runs parallel to and to the south of the Turnpike road. The ground is very overgrown
below the boundary but a linear dip in the blackthorn and two lengths of rock-cut terracing suggest that an
incline runs from somewhere near the opencast, down the slope below the field boundary, to a point to the
east of Glanmorfa Terrace. The lower end of this feature is difficult to trace and may have been landscaped
during road widening,

Recommendeation for further assessment: Clearance of vegetation, Trial excavation..,
Recommendations for mitigatory measures: Dependant on further assessment

Feature 14 Agricultural building

Category C

Direct impact; Considerable

Indirect Impact: Not relevant

This building was shown on the 1841 lease. It is now derelict, has lost its roof and has been converted into a
sheep pen. The building measures 8m x 4m internally and has a 9m x 4m sheepfold added to the north-west.
Itis built from rough blocks of local stone and has a recent entrance added through the north west gable.
The floor consists of a slate walkway through the centre of the building with a slightly raised slate platform
to the north-east and a single square slate platform at the south. Various fixing points in the floor and walls
probably indicate the placement of feeding troughs etc. but it is possible that the building was used in
connection with the mine at some point.

Recommendation for further assessment: None

Recommendations for mitigatory measures: Detailed recording

Feature 15 Sife af locomaotive shed

Category E

Direct impact: Considerable

Indirect Impaer; Not relevant

A locomotive shed is shown in this position on the 1887 map. There is, however, no sign of it on the
around,

Recommendation for further assessment: Trial excavation

Recommendations for mitigatory measures: Dependant on further assessment

Feature 16 Site of shed

Category E

Direct impact: Considerable

Indirect Impact: Not relevant

A shed associated with the railway is shown in this position on the 1887 map. There is, however, no sign of
it on the ground,

Recommendation for further assessment: Trial excavation

Recommendations for mitigatory measyres: Dependant on further assessment

Feature 17 Gorseddau Tramway (Plae 4)

Category B

Direcr impacr: Significant

Indirect Impact: Severance of historic transport links

The bed of the Gorseddau Tramway is well preserved in this area and is currently used as a footpath. The
tramway is visible as a well-defined raised platform flanked by distinctive mortared stone walls.
Recommendation for further assessment: none

Recommendations Jor mitigatory measures: Prescrvation in situ as first option, if nat detailed recording

Feature 18 Building, site of



Category E

Direct impact: Considerable

Indirect Impact: Not relevant

A small building is shown in this position on the 1887 OS map but not on the 1915 edition.
Recommendation for further assessment: Trial trenching

Recommendations for mitigatory measures: Dependant on further assessment

Feature 19 Area around Roman bath-lhouse

Category E

Direct impact; None

Indirect Impact: Visual impact

The buried but excavated remains of a Roman bath-house stand about 30m outside the south-eastern
boundary of the study area. It is very unlikely that the bath-house stood alone and it is possible that it was
associated with nearby mining or possibly with a mansio. Further remains have yet to be identified but it is
possible that further Roman feature exist within the study area.

Recommendation for further cssessment: None, unless there is to be direct impact on the area above the
bathhouse. [f this is the case, then trial excavation should be undertaken,

Recommendations for mitigatory measures: Dependant on further assessment

6. ASSESSMENT OF THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE IMPACT OF DEVELOPMENT ON
HISTORIC LANDSCAPES

6.1 Contextual Information

The development area falls within a designated Landscape of Outstanding Historic Interest (HLW (Gw) 7:
Aberglaslyn) and within Historic Landscape Characterisation Area 35, Llidiart Yspytty (GAT Draft report
422). Details of these areas are included in appendices 4 and 5 and Fig, 6. An Assessment of the
Significance of the Impact of Development on Historic Landscapes (ASIDOHL) is therefore necessary as
part of the overall assessment process. The procedure described within Guide 1o good practice on using the
Register of Landscapes of Historic Interest in Wales in the planning and development processes (Cadw &
CCW, September 2003) was followed in the production of this part of the report.

The proposed development thar is the subject of this assessment comprises a 3500 sq.m community hospital
along with two car parks, an access road and a route for emergency access (see Fig | and Plates S and 6).
The ASIDOHL is to form part of a site development appraisal at the outline planning application stage.
The locations of the hospital and carparks are described as being provisional on the provided plans. No
details of preliminary siteworks and supporting infrastructure have been provided although a development
boundary enclosing 6.3 hectares has been defined. At this stage, it must be assumed that all archaeological
features within this boundary are likely to be disturbed by the development.












Patential: Moderate - the elements within the historic characterisation area are reasonably well understood
although there may be some scope for further analysis elements of the landscape that predate the Madocks
improvements and subsequent industrial development.

Associations: - the historic characterisation area has some associations with William Madocks. The majority
of the development was, however. carried out after his death by a variety of private speculators and
engineers These included James Brunlees who was to be knighted as one of the foremost engineers of the
mid nineteenth-century.

(h) Whole of historic landscape area

Rarity: Moderate - there are other elements relating to transport within the historic landscape area
Representativeness: Low — some of the elements affected characterise the historic landscape area
Documentation: High — a significant amount of documentary evidence for the creation of Madocks' man-
made landscape and its subsequent development is available,

Group Value: High - the structural and functional coherence of the many historic elements within the
historic landscape area define its importance. These elements include those in the historic characterisation
area,

Swrvival: Moderate - the railways continue into other parts of the historic landscape area and some elements
fall entirely within the historic character area. Approximately 60 to 70% of these elements survive in the
wider landscape.

Condition: Moderate - the condition of the landscape elements is somewhat variable but on average is
moderate.

C'oherence: High - dominant historic themes are clearly discernible throughout the historic landscape area
Ihtegrity: Moderate - the elements are visible in the landscape and are reasonably well integrated with the
transport elements elsewhere in historic landscape area although the remains of the railways are now
fragmentary.,

Pratential: Moderate - the elements within the historic character area are reasonably well understood
although there may be some scope for further analysis elements of the landscape that predate the Madocks
improvements.

Associations: - the historic character area has associations with William Madocks and his ‘grand scheme’
that defines the historic landscape area. The majority of the development was however carried out after his
death by a variety of private speculators and engineers These included James Brunlees who was to be
knighted as one of the foremost engineers of the mid nineteenth-century.

The evaluation is summarised below:

EVALUATION OF THE RELATIVE IMPORTANCE OF THE PART OF LLIDIART YSPYTTY
HISTORIC CHARACTER AREA DIRECTLY AFFECTED BY DEVELOPMENT

CRITERION/ HIGH/ MODERATE | LOW/ HIGH/ MODERATE/ | LOW

VALUE GOOD AVERAGE FAIR GOOD AVERAGE JFAIR

in relation to (a) WHOLE OF HISTORIC (b) WHOLE OF HISTORIC
CHARACTER AREA LANDSCAPE AREA

RARITY X X

REPRESENTATIVENESS | X X

DOCUMENTATAION X X

GROUP VALUE X X

SURVIVAL X X

CONDITION X X

COHERENCE X X

INTEGRITY X X

POTENTIAL X X

ASSOCIATIONS X X










7. PROPOSALS FOR FIELD EVALUATION AND MITIGATORY MEASURES

The following sites were identified as category E sites, i.e. sites requiring further evaluation. The
recommendations for further assessment are summarised in the table below.

Feature number and name Recommendations for further assessment
Feature 6 Blocked adit/trial Clearance of vegetation

Feature 8 Industrial remains Trial trenching

Feature 13 Possible incline Clearance of vegetation, Trial trenching.
Feature 15 Site of locomotive shed Trial trenching

Feature 16 Site of shed Trial trenching

Feature 18 Building, site of Trial trenching

Many of the mining and industrial features (7, 6 and 13) are obscured by dense blackthorn and require
clearance of the vegetation before they can properly be assessed. The above ground parts of the Llidiart
Yspytty Principal Adit (1) have been assessed but more information is required about the underground
workings. It is possible that up to [5.000 tons of ore was produced from this mine (although records are not
detailed) implying that there may be some considerable workings beneath the study area. These features
could obviously have a severe physical impact on any development. The extent of the sub-surface survival
of the industrial and railway features shown on the 1887 OS map (8, 15,16,17 and 18) is not known and
these require further assessment by trial excavation,

Recommendations for mitigatory measures for category E site will be made after further assessment has
been completed,

The rest of the archaeological features within the study area were individually classified as category B or C
sites (district or local importance) and none were classified as category A sites.  The ASIDOHL process
demonstrated. however, that the key landscape features within the study area form an integral part of the
nationally important Aberglaslyn Landscape of Outstanding Historic Interest. This approach classifies the
whole study area as being of national importance and states that proposed development would have an
inappropriate impact on the designated Aberglaslyn Landscape of Outstanding Historic Interest. [t must
therefore be concluded that the preferred option for mitigatory measures is that no development should take
place within the study area,

It is. however, recognised that the historic landscape designations are non-statutory and provide
development guidelines for the historic landscape as opposed to legal protection.

[t must therefore be stated that while it is strongly recommended that no development should take place
within the study area this assessment must also provide individual recommendations for mitigatory

measures on the basis of the archaeological assessment as opposed to the landscape assessment.

The recommendations for mitigatory measures for all sites apart from category E sites are listed below:

Feature number and name Category Recommendations for mitigatory measures
Feature | Llidiart Yspytty Principal Adit B/E Preservation in situ

Feature 2 Llidiart Yspytty Kilns B Preservation in situ

Feature 3 Revetment Wall C Preservation in sifu

Feature 3 Line of the 1848 link railway B Preservation in situ
_Feature 7 Open workings, partially infilled. | C Basic recording

Feature 9 Road — Caernarvonshire Turnpike | B Preservation /n sifu as first option, if not
Trust (south-east part) detailed recording










APPENDIX 1: DESIGN BRIEF

DESIGN BRIEF FOR AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT

Gwynedd Archaeological Planning Service

Site: Land to the north-west of Tremadog

Agent for the applicant: Symonds Group Limited
Date: 17 April 2002

National Grid Reference: 255500 340400

This design brief is only valid for six months after the above date. After this
period Gwynedd Archaeological Flanning Service should be contacted.

It is recommended that the contractor appointed to carry out the archaeological
assessment visits the site of the proposed development and consults the Regional Sites
and Monuments Record (SMR) for north-west Wales before completing their
specification. Gwynedd Archaeological Planning Service cannot guarantee the inclusion
of all relevant information in the design brief.

1.0 Site Description

1.1 For the purposes of this brief the proposed development site comprises an area
to the north-west of Tremadog, as shown on drawing 57740/SK/0 rev P2

L2 The proposed development site lies slightly inland from Porthmadog and the
northern shores of Bae Ceredigion (Cardigan Bay), on land at the foothills of the
Snowdonia mountain range.

1.3 The density of known archaeological sites close or adjacent to the proposed
development site suggests that the potential for further discoveries is high.
These include the site of a Roman bath house (scheduled ancient monument
C174), nineteenth century ironstone mining at Glan y Morfa Mines (Primary
Recard Number PRN 20519) and Llidiart Ysbytty Mine (PRN 20517), the
Gorseddau Tramway and the discovery of horse bones during road widening in
the 1860s (PRN 1924).

1.4 In 1995, Gwynedd Archaeological Trust Contracts section carried out an
evaluation on the south side of the A487, comprising a geophysical survey and
trial trenching. Whilst the results of the geophysical survey were inconclusive
due to the large amounts of iron pyrites in the underlying bedrock, a small
number of worked flints of Mesolithic and Neolithic date were found during trial
trenching. These indicate early Prehistoric activity around the site of a small hill
(Y Bryn) to the south of the development site.






b) The history of the site.

c) The potential impact of any proposed development on the setfing of known
sites of archaeological importance.

d) A methodology for non-intrusive survey and intrusive evaluation to determine
the location, extent, date, character, condition, significance and quality of
any surviving archaeological remains liable to be threatened by the proposed
development.

4.0 Archaeological deposit model

4.1

5.0
5.1

The archaeological deposit model will involve the following areas of research:

a) Collation and assessment of all relevant information held in the SMR,
including listed building records.

b) Assessment of all available excavation report and archives including
unpublished and unprocessed material effecting the site and its setting.

c) Assessment of all extant aerial photographic (AP) evidence and, where
relevant, a re-plotting of archaeological and topographic information by a
suitably qualified specialist at an appropriate scale. Many of the main
archaeological aerial photographic records can be consulted at the Royal
Commission on Ancient and Historical Monuments in Wales (RCAHMW),
Aberystwyth. However, the Countryside Council for Wales (CCW), Bangor,
also holds AP collections including 1940s Luftwaffe photographs, and these
may be equally suited to the requirements of the desktop study.

d) Assessment of records held at the RCAHMW and University College
Bangor, If appropriate.

e) Assessment of the environmental potential of the archaeological deposits
through existing data or by inference.

f) Assessment of the faunal potential of the archaeological deposits through
existing data or by inference.

g) Assessment of the artefactual potential of the archaeological deposits
through existing data or by inference.

h) Assessment of all available geotechnical information for the area
including the results of test pits and boreholes.

i) Assessment of the present topography and landuse of the area through
maps and site visits.

Historical research
Historical research will involve the following:

a) An analysis of relevant maps and plans. Cartographic evidence is held at the
County Record Offices, including Tithe Maps, Enclosure Act Plans, Estate
Maps and all editions of the Ordnance Survey. Place and field-name
evidence from these sources should be considered.



b) An analysis of the historical documents (e.g. county histaries, local and
national journals and antiquarian sources) held in museums, libraries or other
archives, in particular local history and archives library

6.0 The issue of setting

6.1

7.0
s

7:2

13

3.0
8.1

8.2

When considering the issue of setting for scheduled ancient monuments, listed
buildings and other sites of national and/or regional significance, the SMR should
be consulted to determine if the development falls within any designated
landscape areas, such as World Heritage Sites and landscape character areas.
Of particular importance are the Register of Landscapes of Outstanding Historic
Interest in Wales, the Register of Landscapes of Special Historic Interest in
Wales, published by Cadw: Welsh Historic Monuments in 1998 and 2001
respectively.

Evaluation methodology

The evaluation methodology must consider the use of the following techniques:
a) Ground survey within the core area.

b) The use of geophysical survey.

c) A programme of trenching and/or test pits to investigate the deposit model in
more detail.

The evaluation should aim to determine the location, extent, date, character,
condition, significance and quality of any surviving archaeological remains liable
to be threatened by the proposed development. An adequate representative
sample of all areas where archaeological remains are potentially threatened
should be studied.

The evaluation should carefully consider any artefactual and environmental
information and provide an assessment of the viability (for further study) of such
information. It will be particularly important to provide an indication of the relative
importance of such material for any subsequent decision making regarding
mitigation strategies.

Results

The results must be presented in a report and should be detailed and laid out in
such a way that data and supporting text are readily cross-referenced. The SMR
Officer should be contacted to ensure that any sites or monuments not
previously recorded in the SMR are given a Primary Recognition Number (PRN)
and that data structure is compatible with the SMR. The historical development
of the site must be presented in phased maps and plans comprising clearly, the
outline of the site.

The deposit model should be presented graphically in plan and, where
appropriate, in profile and at a scale that is commensurate with subsequent use
as a working document
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1.2

Brief
The Association of County Archaeological Officers (1993) defines a brief as an
outline framework of the planning and archaeological situation which has to be
addressed, together with an indication of the scope of works that will be required.

Evaluation
A limited programme of non-intrusive and/or intrusive fieldwork which determines
the presence or absence of archaeological features, structures, deposits,
artefacts or ecofacts within a specified area or site; and, if present, defines their
character and extent, and relative quality. It enables an assessment of their
worth in a local, regional, national or international context, as appropriate. The
programme of work will result in the preparation of a report and archive.

Sites and Monuments Record (SMR)
A documentary record of known sites in a given area. In north-west Wales the
SMR is curated by the curatorial division of the Gwynedd Archaeological Trust.

Specification
The Association of County Archaeological Officers (1993) defines a specification
as a schedule of works outlined in sufficient detail to be guantifiable,
implemented and manitored.

Further information

This document outlines best practice expected of an archaeological assessment
but cannot fully anticipate the conditions that will be encountered as work
progresses. If requirements of the brief cannot be met they should only be
excluded or altered after gaining written approval of the Gwynedd Archaeological
Planning Service.

Further details or clarification of any aspects of the brief may be obtained from
the Development Control Archaeclogist at the address below.

Emily La Trobe-Bateman
Development Control Archaeologist

Gwynedd Archaeological Planning Service

Craig Beuno

Ffordd Y Garth
Bangor

Gwynedd LL57 2RT






s |nitial report
s  Field evaluation
¢  Drafi report
e  Final report

This design covers the first three phases, and recommendations will be made in the initial report for any
field evaluation considered necessary.

3.1 Desktop

The desk-based assessment will involve a study of the SMR information for the study area. This will
include an examination of the core SMR. and secondary information held within the record which includes
unpublished reports, the 1:2500 County Series Ordnance Survey maps, and the National Archaeological
Record index cards. The National Monuments Record (NMR) will be checked for sites additional to the
SMR. Secondary sources will be examined, including the Inventories of the Royal Commission on Ancient
and Historical Monuments for Wales, and indices to relevant journals, including Archaeologia Cambrensis.
Vertical aerial photographs will be examined. Information about Listed Buildings and Scheduled Ancient
Monuments will be obtained from Cadw: Welsh Historic Monuments. Maps and relevant documents will
be examined at the County Record Office in Caernarfon, and. if relevant, at the National Library of Wales,

3.2 Field survey

This part of the assessment will involve visiting the study area and assessing the sites identified during the
desk-based study. Any additional sites noted will also be assessed.

The aims of this stage of the work are to:

= verity the results of the desk based assessment
= identify any further archaeological sites which may exist as above ground features
¢ photograph and record the present condition of all sites noted.

Access onto land is to be arranged by the Clients, although GAT staff will notity all landowners prior Lo
gaining access.

3.3 Historic landscape assessment

The area falls within a designated Historic Landscape (HLW (Gw) 7: Aberglaslyn) and will require an
assessment of the impact upon that landscape as described within Guide (o good practice on using the
Register of Landscapes of Historic Interest in Wales in the planning and development processes (Cadw &
CCW, September 2001). This requires undertaking an Assessment of the Significance of the Impact of
Development on Historic Landscapes (ASIDOHL) as described within the Guide.

3.4 Initial report
Following completion of the desk based assessment as outlined above. a report will be produced
incorporating the following,

Introduction

Specification and Project Design

Methods and techniques

Archaeological Background

Site gazetteer - including areas of archaeological interest
6. Assessment of impacis

et ol

h









APPENDIX 3
LANDSCAPES OF HISTORIC INTEREST IN WALES

Part 2 of the Register ol Landscapes, Parks and
Gardens of Special Historic Interest in Wales

PART 2.1 : LANDSCAPES OF OUTSTANDING HISTORIC INTEREST
CADW, ICOMOS UK, CCW

1998

The area comprises Traeth Mawr, or the former tidal estuary at the mouth of the River Glaslyn which flows
south from Snowdonia into Tremadog Bay. The area represents probably one of the most ambitious 19th
century land reclamation schemes. certainly in Wales. if not in Britain. It includes the Porthmadog Cob
embankment, which was once described as the wonder of Wales, the planned Georgian town of Tremadog,
and Porthmadog, once one of the largest ports on Cardigan Bay. The reclamation of Traeth Mawr and the
building of Tremadog is an excellent example of the product of landlord initiative and conscious landscape
creation in pursuit of particular economic objectives in the late 18th and early 19th centuries.

The Penrhyndeudraeth peninsula on which Portmeirion stands is a smaller planned landscape chosen by
Clough Williams-Ellis as the ideal site for his cherished dream of a fantasy village where he could indulge
in the styles of architecture which attracted him. The village creates its own discrete, yet highly distinctive,
landscape, but apart from being a popular and internationally famous architectural tourist attraction, it is
associated in most minds today as the place where The Prisoner was filmed, a 1960s television series that
became a cult,

Summary

Rel number HLW (Gw) 7

OS map Landranger 124

Former county Gwynedd

Unitary authorityGwynedd

Principal area designations The northern end of the area is within the Snowdonia National Park and the
western end within the Lleyn Peninsula Environmentally Sensitive Area. The area includes: part of the Coed
Tremadog National Nature Reserve; part of Morfa Harlech and the whole of Glaslyn Marshes and Pont
Croesor Sites of Special Scientific Interest. It includes Porthmadog, Tremadog and Portmeirion
Conservation Areas. Porthmadog Cob is categorised as a a Grade [1* Listed Building.

Criteria |

Contents and significance A man-made landscape occupying a reclaimed river estuary situated in south
Snowdonia, the whole conceived as one man's grand scheme, probably the most ambitious of its kind in
19th century Britain, The area includes: the reclaimed marshes and Porthmadog Cob embankment;

Tremadog planned town and Porthmadog town. Portmeirion, the architecturally-exotic, planted, Italianate
village designed by Clough Williams-Ellis is also included.



APPENDIX 4
HISTORIC LANDSCAPE CHARACTERISATION REPORT
VALE OF FFESTINIOG
Gwynedd Archaeological Trust
REPORT NUMBER 422
35 Llidiart Yspytty

Historic background
A 'linking, transport corridor lying between the sheer cliffs above Tremadoc and the drained
marshes of Traeth Mawr, and the settlements of Tremadoc and Penmorfa. The land was part of
Madocks's Tremadoc estate at the end of the eighteenth century, and at the same time that he
drained the Traeth and built the town of Tremadoc. he also developed the area's mineral and
transport facilities. In 1807 a new road was built to connect Tremadoc with Criccieth and
Pwllheli, which Madocks hoped would become part of a trunk road between London and Porth
Dinllaenand, and in 1810 the Caernarvonshire turnpike trust took over the old route from Llidiart
Yspytty to Caernarfon. These two roads joined at Llidiart Yspytty, and in 1845 the Caernarfon
road was rebuilt on its present alignment.

Around the same time, the mining of ironstone was developed here. The first mine may have been
worked from 1754, and was certainly being exploited by 1770; the Portmadaog harbour dues
confirm that 3,301 tons of ironstone was shipped out between March 1839 and December 1840,
the great majority of which must have been mined at Llidiart Yspytty. 'Smelting furnaces' were
built, probably in 1843 near the principal adit. In [848-1850 between 10,000 and 15,000 tons
were shipped, suggesting that the underground workings were very extensive, although it is
interesting that no tips of any size survive in the immediate vicinity of the mine (it is possible that
waste was carted away by road for other uses). The mine closed down in 1851,

The railway serving the mine was constructed in 1840-1841, although the track arrangements were
changed more than once in the course of its history, It was re-aligned in 1848, and completely re-
built in 1855-7 when 1t was extended Lo give access to Gorseddau slate quarry: the mine site
thereafter continued to have an industrial function as a ‘station’ and a slate yard for the Gorsedda
tramway. However, by the 1860s Gorseddau quarry had also closed. and the railway through
Llidiart Yspytty was adapted in 1872-5 in an attempt to tap the supposed mineral wealth of Cwm
Pennant. However, it was hardly used and was dismantled before the end of the nineteenth
century.

Rey historic landscape characteristics
Ironstone mine, railway and road routes

Remains of the principal mine adit can be seen, still partially open, as well as the site of the kilns
built in 1845 to the south-west. A number of presumed other blocked adits are also visible, as are
areas of industrial acitivity. Parts of the line of the 1848 railway, the 1855 Gorseddau tramway
and the Turnpike Trust road are clearly visible. The main road from Caernarfon to Tremadog is
still in use as such.

Conservation priorities and management
Preservation of the remains relating to mining and transport activities which characterise this area.
























YMDDIRIEDOLAETH GWYNEDD
ARCHAEOLEGOL ARCHAEOLOGICAL
GWYNEDD TRUST

Craig Beuno, Ffordd y Garth, Bangor, Gwynedd. LL57 2RT
Ffon: 01248 352535. Ffacs: 01248 370925. email:gat@heneb.co.uk



