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Part A 

General information 
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Preface 

l . l Natural forces and human activity act ing together over the last six thousand years have contTived 
to produce a landscape of great beauty and variety in Wales, a national asset that is essential both 
to our national identity and to our ind ividual "sense of place" and well-being. The diversity and 
imprint of human activity on the landscape is everywhere to be seen, from the enigmatic stone 
monuments of tbe preh istoric period and the magnificent castles and abbeys of the med ieval 
period to q ui te commonp lace and typical featu res like fie ld boundaries t hat can often be of great 
age. But the landscape is more than just attractive scenery or a record ofthe past; it also 
provides a place for us to live, work and sustain ourselves, through fam1ing, forestry, tourism 
and so on, processes that a ll shape, and wi it continue to shape, the landscape. 

I .2 Recogn ising and raising awareness of the importance and wealth of the historic fabric of the 
landscape has been the cenu·al lheme and message ofthe, non-statutory, Register of Landscapes 
of Historic Interest in Wales, the fi rst part of which, covering thirty-six "outstand ing' ' 
landscapes, was published in January 1998. This is being compiled as a joint initiative between 
Cadw: We lsh Historic Monuments, the Countryside Council for Wales (CCW) and the 
lntematjonal Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS), working in co llaboration '>vith the 
four Welsh Archaeological Trusts, the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Hisrorical 
Monuments of Wales and the Welsh un itary authorities. 

1.3 The Historic Landscapes Register provides a firs t step national overview of the historic content 
of the Welsh landscape. The next step, so essentia l to the process of inform ing the way in wh ich 
aspects of the historic landscape may be managed, is to make avai lable more detailed 
information about the character of this landscape at a more local leve l. This is achieved through 
a process known as historic landscape characterisation which has been developed in Wales 
jointly by Cadw, CCW and the Welsh Archaeological Trusts. This involves the identification of 
geographically de finable and mappable areas of historic character, as determined by the range 
and distribution of surviving archaeological and historic features and the main types of historic 
land use pan erns or h istoric "themes" that have shaped the area. The key historic characteristics 
of the area are then identified along with recommendations for their positive management. 

1.4 This report is one in a series of landscape character isatio n exercises being undertaken by the 
Welsh Archaeological Trusts with grant aid from Cadw. These stud ies wi.ll initia lly concentrate 
on those areas identified on the Historic Landscapes Register, although it is accepted that the 
who le of the Welsh landscape can be said to be, in one way or another, h istoric. In formation is 
being prepared in a fom1 which is compatible with ccw·s landscape assessment and dec ision
making methodology, known as LANDMAP. It w ill be made available to a wide range of 
organisations and will feed into various initjatives to protect and manage the Welsh countryside, 
most notably the T ir Gofal agri-env iron ment scheme. It is also seen as making a particularly 
important contribution to ra is ing awareness and heightening a feeling of local d istinctiveness . 

1.5 The Historic Landscapes Register and these characterisation exercises fu lly acknowledge the 
dynamic and evolving nature of the landscape. They promote the view that protecting the legacy 
of the past in the landscape is not to be achieved by preventing change or fossi lising the 
landscape but rather by in fo nn ing the process of change, creating tomorrow 's landscapes 
without necessarily sacrificing t he best of yesterday's. 
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1 Rhagair 

1.1 Mae'r grymoedd naluriol a' r gwe ithgaredcl dynol a fu'n gweithredu ar y cycl dros y chwe mil o 
nynyddoedd diwethafwed i cyfrannu at y broses 0 gynhyrchu tirwedd 0 hardclwch ac 
amrywiaeth h)'nod yng Ngymru, ased ccncd laethol sy'n hanfodol i ni o ran ein hunaniaeth 
gcnedlaethol a hcfyd o ran ein lies a'n "h)'mdeimlad o berthyn i le' unigol. Gellir gweld 
ymhobman yr amrywiaeth a'r olion a adawyd ar y tirwedd gan weithgaredd dynol, o henebion 
cerrig enigmatig y cyfnod cynhanesyddol a chestyll ac abatai gwych y cyfnod cano loesol. i'r 
nodweddion eithaf cyffredin a nodweddiadol fel ffiniau caeau a all yn ami fod yn hen iawn. Ond 
nid dim ond go l)'gyfeydd deniadol neu gofnod o' r gorffenno l yn unigyw' r Lirwedcl ; mac hefyd 
yn darparu lie i ni fyw, gweithio a chynna l ein hunain ynddo, dn.vy gyfrwng amacth, 
coedwigaeth, twristiaerh ac ati, oil yn brosesau sy'n llunio, ac a fydd yn parhau i lunio' r tirwedd. 

1.2 Bu cydnabod a chodi ymwybyddiaeth o bwysigrwydd a chyfoeth ffabrig hanesyddol y tinvedd 
yn thema ac yn neges ganolog y gofrestr anstarudol, Cofrestr 0 Dirweddau 0 Ddiddordeb 
Hanesyddol Eilhriadol Yng Nghymru, y cyhoeddwyd y rhan gyntaf ohoni, sy'n cwmpasu trideg 
chwech o dirweddau 'e ithriadol' ym m is lonawr 1998. Cai ffy GofresLT ei llun io fel menter ar y 
cyd rhwng Cadw, Cyngor Cefn Gwlad Cymru a'r Cyngor Rhyngwladol ar Heneb)on a Safleoedd 
(ICOMOS) sy' n gweith io mewn cydweithrediad a phedair Ymddiriedolaeth Archeolegol Cymru, 
y Comisiwn Brenhinol Henebion Cymru ac awdurdodau uncdol Cyrnru. 

1.3 Y Gofrestr o Dirweddau o Ddiddordeb Hanesyddol yw' r cam cyntaf, trosolwg cenedlaethol o 
gynnwys hanesyddol ti rwcdd Cymn.1. Y cam nesaf, mor hanfodol i'r broses o lywio ' r modd y 
gcllir rheoli agweddau ar y tirwedd cenedlaethol, yw trefnu bod gwybodaeth fwy manwl ar gael 
ynglyn a chymcriad y lirwedd hwn ar lefe l fwy lleol. Cyflawnir hyn drwy broses a eh.vir yn 
nodweddiad tirweddau hanesyddol a ddatblygwyd yng Nghymru ar y cyd a Cadw, Cyngor Cefn 
G'"lad Cymru ac Ymddiriedolaethau Archeolegol Cymru. Golyga h} n nodi ardaloedd o 
gymeriad hanesyddol y gellir eu diffinio a'u mapio'n ddaearyddol, yn ol yr hyn a benderfynir 
gan ystod a dosbarthiad y nodweddion archeolegol a hanesyddol sy'n goroesi a' r prif fathau o 
batrymau defnydd lir hanesyddol neu ' themau' hanesyddol sydd wedi llunio 'r ardal. Nodir 
nodweddion hanesyddol allweddol yr ardal felly ynghyd ag argymhel lion ar gyfcr cu rheoli ' n 
gadarnhaol. 

1.4 Mae'r adroddiad hwn yn uno gyfres o ymarferion nodweddiad tirweddau hanesyddol yr 
} mgymerir ag ef gan Ymddiriedolaethau Archeolegol Cymru gyda chymorth grant gan Cadw. 
Bydd yr astudiaethau hyn yn canolb\.\} nuo yn y lie cyntafar yr ardaloedd h) nny a nodwyd yn y 
Gofrestr 0 Ddiddordeb Hanesyddol, er y cai ff ei dderbyn bod m odd disgri fio tin.vedd Cymru 
gyfan, mewn un ffordd neu'r lla ll, fellm hanesyddol. Mae gwybodaeth yn cac l ci pharatoi ar 
ffurf sy'n cydweddu a methodoleg asesu tirweddau a gwneud pcnderfyniadau Cyngor Ce fn 
Gwlad Cymru, sef LANDMAP. Bydd ar gael i ystod eang o scfyd liadau a chaiffe i fwydo i 
fentrau amryv.,iol er mw} n diogelu a rheoli cefn gwlad Cymru. yn bennaf y cynllun agri
amgylcheddol sef, Tir Gofal. Caiff ei weld hefyd yn gwncud cyfraniad arbennig o bwysig i' r 
broses o godi ymwybyddiaeth a dwyshau'r yrndeimlad o arbenigrwydd Jleol. 

1.5 Cydnabydda'r Goji·esir 0 Dinveddau 0 Ddiddordeb Hanesyddol a'r ymarferion nodweddiad 
h)'n yn llawn natur ddc inamig y tirwedd sy' n parhau i esb lygu. Hyrwyddant y fam mai nid trwy 
n.vystro newid neu ffosileiddio'r tirwedd y mae diogelu lrcfiadaeth y gorffennol yn y tin.vedd, 
ond yn hytrach drwy ly,~ io'r broses o newid. gan greutirweddau·r dyfodol heb o anghenraid 
abertlm tirweddau gorau'r gorffennol 
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2 Background and acknowledgements 

2. 1 The study a rea 

2. I .I The area which forms the focus of this work includes two areas which have been identified on 
the Regist<Jr of Landscapes of Outstanding Historic Interest in Wales by Cadw, CCW and 
ICOMOS (Cadw: Welsh Historic Monuments, 1995), Blaenau Ffcstiniog (HLW(Gw)3) and 
Aberglaslyn (HL W(Gw)7). Jt also encompasses a stretch of the Vale o f Ffestiniog which links 
these two areas together. 

2 . 1.2 The srudy area is situated in the modern county of Gwynedd, and straddles the historic counties 
of Caemarfonshire and MeLrionnydd. lt stretches from the tops of the mountains surrounding the 
town of Blaenau Ffcstiniog in the north-cast (Manod and Moelwyn) to Traetb Mawr and the 
town of Porthmadog in the south-west: it is centered on the Va le of Ffestiniog and includes, as 
well as the valley bottom, the heavi ly-wooded valley sides and some of the open mountain tops 
above them. There are a variety of different terrains and habitats, and of different historic 
landscape types. 

2. 1.3 The major settlements in the study area are the 10wns of Porthmadog, Tremadog, Minffordd, 
Penrhyndeudraeth, Maentwrog, Ffestiniog and Blaenau Ffestiniog, with smaller settlements at 
Rhyd, Llanfrothen, Croesor and Tanygrisiau. The north-cast part of the area is dominated by the 
mass ive remains of s late-quarrying SLirrounding Blaenau ffestiniog, while the south-western part 
of the area comprises the reclaimed land of Traeth Mawr and the nineteenth-century towns of 
Poarthmadog and Trcmadog. Most of the area in between is rural, characterised by low-lying 
river floodplain, woodland (unusual for north-west Wales), varied field patterns, as well as 
limited tracts of high mountain wildemess. 

2.2 Acknowledgements 

2.2 .1 The authors are grateful to several people for their contributions to this project. Colleagues 
within and outside the Trust offered helpful advice throughout, especially those involved in the 
informal 'characterisation working party' comprising the WATs, Cadw and CCW. Judith Alfrey 
provided useful information on buildings, and Kate Geary and Nina Steele provided the SMR 
data in a number of fonnats. Marianne Longley prepared the figures and Nina Stcele the maps. 
The work was carried out, and the report compiled, by Dafydd Gwyn, Margarct Mason and 
David Thompson. 

2.3 Abbreviatjons 

The following abbreviations are used in this report. 

CCW Countryside Council for Wales 
DRO Dolge llau Record Office 
GAT Gwynedd Archaeological Trust 
GIS Geographic Information System 
HLC historic landscape characterisation 
J!viHRS Jorunal of the Merioneth Historical Record Society 
NLW Nationa l Library of Wales 
PRO Public Record Office 
SMR Sites and Monuments Recon.l 
TCHS Transactions of the Caernarvonshire Historical Society 
TIISC Transactions of the Honourable Society ofCymmrodonon 
UDP Unitary Development Plan 
UWB University of Wales. Bangor 
W A Ts Welsh Archaeological Trusts 
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3 

3.1 

"? .)._ 

3.3 

3.4 

3.5 

3.6 

3.7 

Evolving historic characterisation methodology 

Historical landscape characteTistics are the tangible evidence of the activities and habits ofthe 
people who occupied, developed, used and shaped the land to serve human needs in the past: 
they reflect the be liefs, attitudes, tradit ions and values of these peop le. They include the physical 
remains of all aspects of human activities and exploitation in the past (above and below ground, 
known and potential), and our understanding, interpretation and even perception of those 
remains. They may reflect a variety of activities occurring at one time, or evo lving functions in 
different periods of time 

The Countryside Commission (in its documem Views from the Past, 1996) states that as 
managers we should be concemed with the historic character of the present landscape, and not 
with the study of the past for its own sake. lt places the idea of 'historic landscape character' at 
the centre of this concept. 

Characterisat ion is defined as the process ofident(fying and defining the particular 
characteristics which make each area distinctive, and is rapid ly emerging as a sound basis for 
describing, understanding and managing the environment. It is the great depth of human activity 
which underpins much of that which we feel is important about locality and landscape, and helps 
give an area its local distinctiveness. Historic landscape characterisation sets out to establish the 
historic depth within the modem landscape by identifying its principal historic components. 

The tenn 'historic character' is generally preferred to ' historic landscape', as it is now accepted 
that all landscape is historic in that it reflects, to a greater or lesser degree, the processes which 
have occurTed in history and which have formed its present appearance. 

At present there is no standard, accepted methodo logy fo r establishing the historica l character of 
landscape, but recent work in Wales has suggested that a practical approach based on 
considering the evidence as a series of themes may provide an answer. At a landscape level, 
what is significant in historical tenus might include field boundary patterns (whether they are 
irregular or regular, their size, date e1c.); settlement patterns (whether scattered or nucleated. date 
of origin elc.), the relict remains of earlier periods which are to be found in upland or marginal 
landscapes; the effect of 18th and 191

h century estates on the landscape; the impact of industry, 
military installations and so on. 

The dominant historic themes or pattems in a locality help define local historic character. The 
combinat ion of these characteristics give an area its local distinctiveness, and it is the definition 
of areas of loca l dist inct iveness which leads to character areas. 

The process of characterisation can be brieny summarised as-

(one or several) components -7 
(one or more) dominant pattems -7 
coherl!nt character (with definable limits) -7 
(several) character areas -7 

dominant patterns 
coherent character 
character area 
local landscape 

3.8 Characterisation is a practical tool intended to aid management in its broadest fo rms. lt is 
essential, therefore, that the process identifies key historic landscape characteristics which are 
features and/or patterns that can actually be managed, and that the success of this management 
can be measured for monitoring purposes. 

3.9 The repo11s emerging from characterisation work contain a number of elements. The first part of 
the report contains general infom1ation concerning the background to the project, the 
methodology employed, a glossary of terms and general management issues. The second pan 
contains information relating to the spec!lic area under study, including (a) a general historical 
introduction to the area divided thematically; (b) a description of each character area split into 
three pans (an historical background. key historic landscape characteristics and conservation 
aod management priorities- accompanied by a map of the area and an ill ustration); and a select 
bibliography. 
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4 GIS-related proformae 

4.1 This section contains instructions on filling in the GIS-Iinkcd recording forms created as pan of 
the project. The form consists mainly of ' tick boxes' compatible with a table to be created (for 
example) in Mapinfo, and has now been standardjsed across Wales. This information is 
intended to be linked to GIS tables used by LANDMAP, and the fonn contajns a number of fields 
which can be cross-referenced to any subsequent LAN DMA P exercises. 

4.2 The fo m1 is loosely divided into th ree parts - the first identifies the sllldy area by name, number, 
project and location, and contains general information: the second is a list of historic landscape 
'themes' which is intended to act both as a check-list and to ensure systematic recording (which 
can be transferred to a database) of all character areas to a certain level (the currem list of themes 
is included in section 6 below); and the th ird relates to management issues. 

PROJECT NO 
This simply records the individual project number each Trust assigns to the particular project 
(e.g. G 1657). 

A REA 
This is the name of the area as used in the project: this will usually be based on a geographical. 
historical or cu lrural association. 

JILCA NO. 
This is simply a consecutive number (beginning at l) assigned to areas within the project. In this 
case, PRNs have also been allocated to the areas and these are displayed at the top of the 
character are descriptions in this report. 

1/LCA N;jME 
As above, a historic, cultural or simple geograph ic name is preferred (e.g. (Pen y Grocs). 
otherwise a more general topographical description (e.g. rol ling meadow) might be more 
appropriate. 

LOCA TION 
A six figure central grid reference should be sufficient. 

SUMMARY OF CHARACTER 
This should be succinct, preferably fewer than c. twenty words (e.g. for Caernarfon- Roman 
fort, casrle. walled medieval town. slute quay, sequence of housing stock). This is intended as 
aide-memoire for writing the report. 

GENERAL JJJSTORIC IN TEREST 
This is simply a summary of the information contained be low in the ind ividual themes to sum up 
the principal historica l interest in the area. 

THEI'v/ES 
Boxes within each theme should be ticked where that element existS as a significant factor at 
landscape scale within an area. The ticked boxes will fonn the basis of the free-text description 
in the report: this descnption should refer to as many of the ticked boxes as is thought 
appropriate, and supply supporting in fonnation. An up-to-date list of themes is included below. 

PRINCIPAL CURRENT LAND USES 
This field summarises the broad principal land uses within the area in an attempt to try to 
identify which future management mechanisms (e.g. Tir Gofal for agriculwrc, UDPs for 
residentiaJJurban areas) might be relevant to managing the area. 

RECORDED BY/ DATE 
Name of compiler and date, following standard pract ice 
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KEY HISTORIC LANDSCA PE CHA RACTERISTICS 
This should be a simple list of the principal components within the area (for example- parkland, 
gentry houses, substantial farmsteads, limestone walls) which make it distinctive . 

CONSERVATION PRIORITIES & MANAGEMENT 
This summarises the key historic landscape com ponents which underlie (and are essential to) the 
character of the area and rherefore need to be managed if the historic character of the area is to 
be maintained. This can be a summary of the relevant part of the main area entry in the report 
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S Current themes in historic landscape characterisation 

SUBSISTENCE 

AGRICULTURE (Field pattern) 
Unenc losed/open 
Evolved/ itTegular 
Regular (small) 
Regular (medium) 
Regular (large) 
Large enclosures 
Med. strips 
R+F 
Estate owned and improved 
Varied 
C20th post-war 
Other 
Not present/Unknown 

AGRICULTURE (Field boundary) 
Dry-stone wall 
Stone-faced bank 
Stone-faced bank with hedge 
H~dgc 

Distinctive hedgerow trees 
Earth bank 
Dyke 
Ditches 
Mortared walls 
Slate pillars 
Pale 
Sheepfolds 
Post+wirc fence 
Other 
Not present/Unknown 

FOR ESTRY 
Ancient woodland 
Other broad leaf wood land 
Plantation 
C20Forestry 
Scru b/unmanaged 
Coppice 
Charcoal buming 
Other 
Not present/Unknown 

Historic landscape charactcrb ation (Vale of Ffestiniog} 

+s upporting information (date, historical 
associations, archaeo logical da ta etc.) 
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ARCHAEOLOGY 

RELlCT 
Prehistoric settlement/fields 
Medieval settlement/fields 
Prehistoric ritual 
Post-medieval settlement/fields 
Turbary 
Other 
Scattered 
Not present/Unknown 

INDUSTRIAL 
Quarrying 
Mining 
Manufacturing 
Mill 
Brewery 
Metal processing 
Other processing 
Craft/cottage 
Rural industry 
Other 
Not present/Unknown 

BURIED 
Cropmarklparchmark 
Urban deposits 
Find scarters 
Palaeoenvironmental evidence 
Other 
Not present/Unknovvn 

MILITARY 
Preh istoric 
Roman 
Early medieva l 
Anglo-Nom1an 
Edwardian 
Welsh 
Tudor 
Civil WaJ 
Cl 9th 
WWI 
WWII 
Other 
Not present/Unknown 

His10ric landscape characterisation ( Vale ofFfest iniog) 

+supporting information (date, historica l 
associations, archaeological data etc.) 
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BU1LT ENVlRONMENT 

SETTLEMENT PATTERN 
Loosely d ispersed scatter 
Dense scaner 
Clustered 
Ribbon 
Nucleated- planned 
Nucleated - organic 
Business/commercial 
Other 
Not present/Unknown 
Specify date (if re Ievant) 

BUILDING TYPE 
Fatmhouse 
Conage 
Terraced housing 
Shops 
Place of worship 
Processing 
Distinctive vernacu lar style (specify in character summary) 
Other 
Nol present/Unknown 

PRINCIPAL BUILDING MATERIAL 
Stone- random 
Stone- coursed 
Clay/earth 
Wood 
Brick 
Concrete 
Other 

PRINCIPAL ROOFING MATERIAL 
Slate 
Tile 
Thatch 
Stone tile 
Concrete tile 
Metal 
Other 

ORNAMENTAL/ LEISURE 
Deer park 
Parkland/garden 
Garden/park (C20) 
Tourism 
Sports facilities 
Hunting estate 
Other leisure 

ECCLESIASTICAL 
Cemete1y (medieval) 
Cemetery (modern) 
Church (medieva l) 
Church (post medieval) 
Monastic 

+ supporting information (date, historical 
associations, archaeological data etc.) 

Chape l (nonconfonnist) 
Other 
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lNFRASTRUCTURE 

COASTAL/MARITIME 
Sea defences 
1 ntertida I features 
l larbour/fishing 
Other 
Not present/Unknown 

COMMUNICATION 
Footpaths 
Tracks 
Lanes-winding 
Lanes-straight 
Tu rnpike 
Major road 
Ports/docks 
Airfields 
Bridges 
Communicauons rowers 
Public rail 
Industrial rail 
Other rail 
Canal 
Other 
Not present/Unknown 

RESOURCES 
Power generation 
Power distribution 
Water supply 
Peat cuning 
Other 
Not present/Unknown 

llbtoric landscape charactcrisauon (Vale offfestiniog) 

+supporting information (da te, histor ical 
associat ions, archaeologica l data etc.) 
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OTHER 

HISTORIC ASSOCIATIONS 
Place-name 
Artistic 
Folklore/legend 
Events 
Literary 
Persons 
Other 
Not present!Unknown 

Historic landscape cha racterisation (Vale M Hcstin iog) 

+ support ing information (date, historical 
associations, archacologica I data etc.) 
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6 Managing historic character 

6. I Rural land-use change 

6.1 .1 There have been many pressures on the rural env ironment and the countryside over the last 50 
years as a resu lt of changes in land use and shifting priorities for agricul ture (the principal rural 
land use). Agricultural intensification and the maximisation of productivity were the priorities up 
until the mid-l980s, and as a consequence the character of rural landscapes changed 
dramatically during this period as hedgerows and trees were removed to create more efficient 
fatming systems. Reclamation of the hills and marginal land led to the removal of significant 
upstanding archaeological sites and palimpsest landscapes. 

6.1.2 Currently, due to agricultural over-production and a general greater awareness of and concern 
for the quality and protection ofthe rural env ironment, the implementation of the Common 
Agricultu ral Policy provides a number of incentives to farmers and landowners to manage their 
land in an env ironmentally sensitive manner. The all-Wales Tir Gofa l scheme includes 
provision for the conservation of certain habitats and the protection and enhancement of stone 
walls and boundaries. as well as sites and features of archaeological and historic landscape 
interest. 

6.1 .3 However, of the estimated 27,000 farms in Wales, only c. 600 farms per year are cutTently 
entering into such agreements, which leaves the vast majority outside any fom1al management 
scheme. and so many important archaeological sites and landscape features continue to be lost 
The challenge therefore is to identify historic landscape priorities for conservation, protection, 
enhancement or even restoration both within the scheme and without it. 

6.1.4 Three of the principal advantages or an approach using character areas are that (a) it is able to 
identify and map both local distinctiveness and national importance: (b) by identifying physical 
features which can be managed it can feed directly into land management anti development 
planning strategies; and (c) it sets the management of individual features within their local 
landscape context, allowing emphasis to be placed on those features which best define local 
landscape character. It can assist in management plans by sening prioriues for managemenl and 
enhancement, highlighting intrinsic values. and encouraging links to mu hi-purpose management. 

6.1.5 Characterisation is about management: if we are going to manage effectively, we must know 
"vhat is there, what is important and what we want to do with it. Character areas can tel l us what 
is distinctive (i.e. important both locally and nationally) about a particular area. and therefore 
what needs to be managed in order to retain that area's distinctiveness (character). 

6.2 General considerations 

6.2.1 Positive management should be aimed at halting and, if necessary. reversing any trends that can 
be shown to be causing unacceptable damage to the historic landscape resource. If at the same 
time management can actually enhance the historic landscape. then that is even bener. lt is 
essential that such management is continuous, and contains provisions for monitoring and 
review. 

6.2.2 One of the basic tenets underpinning management is that we should be aiming to continue (rather 
than halt) the evolution of the landscape: to do this we must firsr identify what is important and 
significant in historic landscape tenns. lt is the overall historic character of the present 
landscape (as evidenced in important and significant groupings and patterns) which we should 
aim to retain, but in order to do this we must concentrate management actions at the level of 
individual components. We must identify, conserve and enhance the local and regional historic 
diversity of our landscapes. 

6.2.3 Agri-env ironment and other rural initiatives offer the opportunity to integrate the needs of the 
historic environment wirh modern land-use requirements to produce a workable, effective 
managemen t system. More importantly, they should result in a working, viable landscape, 
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which should provide ways and means for the various human activities in an area to be 
integrated with each other and with conservation, at the same time providing opportunities for 
study. research, education, interpretation and quiet enjoymenL 

6.2.4 This means that sites and features of historic landscape interest are positively managed for their 
own sake, ra1·her than just left unimproved. 1t is important that the management of such features 
is integral to the management of the farm, or the scheme or park or whatever, as a whole, rather 
than an iso lated, unrelated activity. 

6.2.5 By working at the most basic level, management can be used to retain the general historic 
character of the area -

Management of 
components -

(Jield walls, buildings, 
archaeologica l sites etc.) 

Retain character -7 

(patterns and themes) 

Conserve diversity and 
character areas 

(local landscapes) 

6.2 .6 A management plan should specify conservation objectives for a site/area and how they will be 
monitored; it should identify points at which some response will be made if monitoring shows 
that a feature is changing, it should establish what activities/processes will be the subject of 
monitoring; it should establish what management of on-going activities is required; and identify 
the types of development or activities which might adversely affect the site. 

6.2.7 Not all the sites and features which comprise the historic environment require the same detailed 
level of management: some sites can be adequate ly managed by the application ofsimple, 
general strategies, while more complex sites merit more detailed. site-spec ific. problem- led 
responses. 

6.3 Mechanisms- general 

6.3.1 It is envisaged that characterisation has many potential applications to management including-

• assisting in developing landscape conservation and enhancement projects, b) idcntif:,-ing 
elements and patterns of the historic environment which are considered either typical of a local 
area (provide local distinctiveness) or arc of particular importance (rare at a national leve l); 

• targeting resources within grant aid by governmen t and other organisations towards conserving 
elements and patterns of the historic environment in the same way; 

• developing policies for unitary development plans (UDPs): 

• assisting in detetmining planning applications, especially large-scale developments such as 
roads, wind-fam1s, mineral extraction, large-scale land fill, waste disposal, reclamation. water 
schemes, major settlement and major industrial development: 

• aiding the management of land by fanners, and large corporate landowners such as industrial 
companies, water or electricity companies, the forestry industry and the National Trust; 

• providing baseline information for local areas against which future change can be monitored, for 
example as part of the Tir Gofal scheme; 

• providing general infom1ation not already on the SMR which can be used to infonn advice given 
as part of a number of rural initiatives such asTir Gofal, Woodland Grant Schemes etc.; 

• providing advice in a rural framework to conservation agencies including Cadw, the Countryside 
Council for Wales, the Environment Agency, local authorities, nat iona l parks and others; 
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• providing information to a number of wider initiatives, including contributing to our academic 
understanding of landscape, stimulating further research, rais ing public perception of the 
landscape, and the preparation of policy statements by public bodies. 

6.4 Mecha nisms- specific 

6.4.1 Tir Gofal is open to applicat ions fi·om farmers throughout Wales. Within the scheme, payments 
will be made to farmers for observing ' codes of good environmental practice', one of which is 
care and enhancement of the historic env ironment. As the scheme is a 'whole farm' scheme, it 
a llows archaeological management strategies sensitive to the character of the landscape as a 
whole to be integrated with fanning practices. Characterisation is useful for mon itoring 
purposes, as it sets out the wider historic environment framework within which individual fa rm 
plans wil l sit. lt can also help prioritise management within a broader landscape context. 

6.4.2 Unitary Development Plans address ' land use ' issues and the UDPs for Snowdonia National 
Park and Gwynedd are cunently being comp iled, both of which take into account previous 
LANDlvfAP initiatives wh ich have recently been completed. 

6.4.3 Countryside strategies are the responsibility of local au thorities (together with others), which 
have a general duty under section I of the Countryside Act, 1981, to have regard to the 
desirability of conserving the natural beauty and amenity of the coun tryside in the exercise of 
their functions relating to land. Countryside strategies principal ly address management of the 
countryside in areas outside settlement limits, but they are also a mechanism, at least in part, for 
im plementing development plan policies. In Wales, such strategies ru:e supponed by CCW. 

Loca I authorities have a number of powers which have implications for rhe management of the 
historic env ironment including the power to estab lish Country Parks (section 7 of the 
Countryside Act 1968); the ability to declru·e Local Nature Reserves (section 21 of Lhe National 
Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949); the ability to enter into access agreements with 
landowners (section 64 of the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949); the 
ab il ity to buy derelict land (often of industrial archaeological interest) for reclamation purposes 
(section 21 of the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949); the duty to make 
Tree Preservation Orders where appropriate (section 198 of the Town and Country Planning Act 
1990); and the duty to app ly The Hedgerow Regulations 1997 which controls the removal of 
cenain important hedgerows (from section 97 of the Environment Act J 995). Other powers are 
treated separately below. 

Many local authorities have a countryside warden service wh ich wou ld benefit From 
characterisation in formation. 

6.4.4 Local Agenda 21 programme At Rio, governments committed them se Ives to setting up national 
targets fo r safeguarding and improving the envLronmenL Local Agenda 21 and Local 
Biodiversity Action Plans provide the means of meeting these targets, and of promoting the 
principles of sustainable development, at a local level. Both in itiatives are about embracing a 
conscientious vision of the long-tenn future by identifYing what matters locally and paying 
serious attention to the global costs of maintaining local lifestyles. 

This has implications for archaeology and the historic environment. At a local level, sense of 
place is a fundamental aspect of qual ity of life. The present day landscape underpins our sense 
of the place in wh ich we live. Much of its character and distinctiveness is derived from the 
historic env ironment (archaeology and the bu ilt heritage in all its forms) . The historic 
env iron ment is of course both fragi le and non-renewable. We have a responsibi lity to maintain 
it so that future generations can also appreciate and benefit from it in the same way that we do. 
However, the landscape is not static. Just as today's landscape is a product of the changing 
relationships between peop le and their environment through time, so it must be allowed to 
continue to change. 

The point of sustainabi li ty is that it promotes change which meets the needs of the futu re wh ilst 
retaining the integrity of the historic environment. Jn order to do so decisions have to be made 
about the relative impor1ance of different elements. Traditionally, evaluation has been based on 
ind ividual sites, with pru·ticular examples being selected out for special protection (known as 
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scheduling). However, it is the sum total of historical and archaeological features, not individual 
sites, which gives landscape much its grain and ir is often the more ordinary features that create 
·tocal distinctiveness'. In order to ensure that decisions about the future of the historic 
environment are made on a secuxe basis, sound infonnation needs to be gathered. Historic 
landscape characterisation work of lhe kind being carried out by the Trusts provides historic 
environment aud its, rrom which decisions of this kind can be made. 

6.4.5 B;odiversity Action Plans Snowdonia National Park has recently prepared a Local Biodiversity 
Action Plan (LBAP): this will to a large extent be informed by the LANDMA P exercise recently 
carried out, which means that historic environment infonnation is available. In addition, the 
Trust is communicating with the person responsible for the LBAP. 

LBAPs are a means by which Local Government Authorities can implement the biodiversity 
recommendations established after the Rio Summit. They achieve this by building up local 
partnerships and taking account of both nat ional and local biodiversity prionties to develop 
strategies for the conservation of spec ies and hab itats of local significance. As we are still at the 
earl) stages of our invo lvement, more infom1ation will be forthcoming at a later date, but it is 
already obv ious that the type of general information coming from characterisation projects wi ll 
be able to feed into such plans. 

At a general level, archaeology is of relevance to LBAPs because it raises awareness of the 
historical origins of the contemporary environmenr. There are no pure I) 'natural' environments 
in Britain; the landscape is the product of millennia ofhuman activity. Our knowledge of the 
changing relationship between people and their environment through history allows us to 
understru1d the land-use activities which have led to the creation of contemporary landscapes, 
and comment from an infonned historical perspective on those practices which could be 
encouraged in order to protect and conserve particular landscapes and ecosystems. 

6.4.6 Access is a key issue in the countryside. if we arc to enjoy the landscape and all its inherent 
interests and in tu m engender understanding and respect for the countr") side and the way it 
works. In addition to the rights of way network, the Countryside Rights of Way Act has been 
passed by Parliament. As many of the best-preserved and most fragile palimpsesr archaeological 
sites and landscapes lie within areas to which there will shortly be greater public access, this has 
potential implications for archaeological management. 

Historic landscape characterisation can identify these areas (i.e. where there are well-preserved 
yet fragi le archaeological remai.ns) and thus highligh t the potential management problems if the 
areas are 'opened up' to public access. It may even be that such areas could be excluded from 
unfettered access under new legislation, either permanen tly or on a temporary basis. 

Characterisation also has the potential to infom1 leaflets, trails and other interpretative material 

6.4.7 Tourism The Wales Tourist Board (WTB) has the strategic responsibility for encouraging 
people to vis at Wales and for the provision of tourist facilities. In recent) cars tourism has 
become one of the most important gro\\th sectors of the economy. Unitary authorities all have a 
tourism strategy of some description. and historic characterisation has a part to play in 
sustainable 'green tourism ' in that it can help identify local distinctiveness which can be used 
both to aliract visitors (by way of advertising), create atmosphere and to inform quality 
initiatives such as local walks, guides and other recreational activ ities. lt can also direct visitors 
to areas with a robust historic environment, and away from those which are particularly fragile. 

6.4.8 ;'r/an agement agreements In addition, local authorities have the ability (under section 39 of the 
Wildlife & Countryside Act. 1981) to enter into management agreements with landowners. This 
is an area which could be explored further from the historic environmem perspective, as such 
agreements could cover not only individual monuments but also histone landscape 
characteristics (such as boundary types). 

6.4.9 Other local authority programmes Local authorities have programmes fo r economic 
deve lopment, highways maintenance, environmenta l education and coastal protection. 1l1ese 
wou Id aJI bene tit from the infonnation which is be ing compiled through the characterisation 
projects, and, in the other direction, the safeguard ing ofthe historic env ironment wou ld benefit 
from those drawing up these programmes having direct access to historic landscape 
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characterisation data. In fact, information at this broad leve l would probably be more useful than 
detai led, site-speciJic SMR data. 

6.4. !0 Forestry Commission Information from characterisation projects will be in valuable in 
contributing to national and regional indicative fo restry strategies, indicating where new 
proposals for planting are like ly to be acceptable (or unacceptable) from an historic environment 
perspective. On a day to day basis, it can provide information at a landscape level wh ich can 
infon11 proposals for ne"v planting. lt will be paiticularly useful when cons idering proposals 
under any of the challenge schemes. 

6.4.11 Environment Agency is responsib le for producing Local Env ironment Action Plans (LEAPs) 
and Catchment Management Plans (C MPs). The historic environment does not have a high 
profile in either of these, and both could therefore benefit from infom1ation wh ich 
characterisation can provide. 

6.4.12 Other bodies Historic landscape characterisation informat ion can be used to educate and inform 
a wide range of organisations and individuals including statutory agencies, voluntary bodies 
(RSPB, Woodland Trust, North Wales Wildlife Trust, British Trust for Conservation Volunteers, 
National Trust) town councils, community councils, farming unions and others. lt is our 
experience that often it is easier to explain the impo11ance ot~ and inherent interest of, the 
historic env ironment by using historic characterisation. than by the more traditional means of 
individual archaeological s ites and excavations. 

Local distinctiveness and a sense of place, wh ich are of undoubted interest to people, can all be 
conveyed by such means, and the potential importance of this aspect of characterisation can not 
be emphas ised too strongly. 
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7 Glossary of keywords and expressions 

7. 1 Definitions 

Character 
the overall impression created by an area of landscape which is susceptible to being 
described 

Characterisation 
the process of identifyi ng and defining the particular characteristics wh ich makes 

different areas of landscape disti nctive 

Charac1er area 
is where component elements form dom inant patterns to allow the defin ition of an area 
which can be clearly described: historic character areas are either 

a) areas which embody the distlnctive characteristics of a type, period or theme, or 
represent a sign ificant and distingujshable entity whose components may lack 
individual distinction: or 

b) areas wh ich show organisat ion of space either during one particul ar period or th rough 
time. This may be visib le in the arrangement of fie lds or siting of seti lements; or a 
pattern of land-use which represents trad itional practice.s un ique to a community; or in 
the sheer density of remains relating to either a single theme/period or succession of 
periods/themes; or the grouping together of buildings elc which are distinctive in sty le, 
design or method of construction ; or a transportatjon system reflect ing an important 
innovation in engineering. 

Coherent character 
where the components and patterns across an area of landscape are consistent, coherent 
character can be defined which can lead to character areas 

Componem 
!he most basic bui lding blocks of the historic landscape, including walls, fa rms, 
cottages, archaeologica l monuments etc.., which, when combined, form dominant 
patterns 

Dominam patterns 

Element 

partems formed by components such as field walls which are visuaJJy dom inant in an 
area: the spread of a single dominant pattern, or the coincidence of two or more, leads to 
coherent character 

another word for component (preferred) 

Evaluation 

Feawre 

The process of attaching value (non-monetary) to a part icular area of landscape, usually 
by reference to an agreed ser of crireria in the context of the assessment 

another word for componen t (prefe rred) 

Hiswric landscape 

Relict 

the phys ical remains in the curren t landscape of the evidence for past human 
exp loitation of the environment over ti me 

historic landscape components which are no longer in use are described as relict fo r 
management purposes 
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7.l Process of characterisation 

This can be briefly summarised as -

(several) components ~ dominant patterns 

(one or more) dom inant patterns~ coherent character 

coherent character (with definable limits) -7 character area 

(several) character areas 7 local landscape 

7.3 Levels at work 

level 

landscape 

action 

strategic policies. ovcrviews 
(national) 

character areas management policies- LAND/1/AP, UDPs, countryside strategies 
(regional) 

(coherent charac1er s10ge of characterisation (general management guidelines) J 

panems/group ings characterisation is undertaken at th is leve l 
(local) 

components define what's imponantltypical & manage landscape components 
(site specific) 

?.J Useful descriptive terms 

presence 
conspicuous, ev ident, missing 

scale 
open, exposed, enclosed, secluded, confined, intimate, small scale, medium scale, large scale 

dh·ersity 
unifonn. simple, diverse, complex 

Ll17il)' 

unified. ordered, interrupted, fragmented, chaotic, rambling, structured. organic 

balance 
hannonious, balanced, discordant, chaotic 

enclosure 
confined, enclosed, open, exposed 

texture 
smooth, textured. rough, very rough 

colour 
monochrome, muted , co lourful, garish 

movement 
remote, vacant, peaceful, active 
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form 
straight, angular, curved. sinuous 

stimulus 
boring. bland, interesting, invigorating 

other 
palimpsest, aesthetic value, visual amenity, educational potential. sense of place, distinctive 
character, common character, historically complex. domesticated character, essentially wild 
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PartB 

Information specific to the Vale of Ffestiniog 
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8 Historical processes and background 

8.1 Agriculture 

8.1.1 The area lies within the fonner med ieval commote of Ardudwy Uwch Artro, and contains little 
in the way of known prehistoric archaeology (see below) or medieval settlement. The present 
day agricultural landscape has therefore evolved in a very different way from parts of Gwynedd 
(where previous characterisation exercises have been undertaken). Much of the area is 
unsuitable for agriculture (being in large part land recently-reclaimed from the sea, or stepp, 
heavily wooded slopes, industrial landscape or wild mountain tops), and agricultural land is 
restricted to the valley bono m, some of the hill slopes and an extent on the edge of the area 
around Llan Ffestiniog. 

8. 1.2 There are s light signs of pre-modern field patterns in Cwm Bowydd, be low Blaenau Ffestiniog, 
and at the bottom end of Cwm Teigl (where there are recorded hut group settlemen ts, and there 
are a number of sub-medieval houses in the area (such as Gell i, Ddualll, Do l y Moch, and Bryn 
Mawr), but on the whole the fie ld panems show the signs of having been created by small 
estates in the post-medieval period, ·when second rank landowners like the Oakeley family and 
local squireens like Tan y Manod and Dduallt, as well as the johnny-come-latel ies of Madocks 
and the Wi lliams-Eilis family , owned most of the land in the area. 

8.1.3 The influence ofpowerfullandowning fami lies remains very evident in the landscape. The only 
established noble fam ily to own much land within the study area were the Wynnes of Bodfean 
and of Glyn llifon, ennobled as the Lords Newborough from 1787, when their influence in the 
county was waning. Gentry estates whose centres lay outside the study area included most 
notably Wynne of Peniarth, whi le lesser, but resident, gentry included the Annwyl fam il y of 
Pare, the Wi ll iams fami ly of Brondanw, Madocks ofTremadoc, the Oakeley family ofPlas Tan 
y Bwlch, Maentwrog, as well as the industrialists and professional men who set themselves up as 
landowners and developers in the nineteenth century, notab ly Samuel Ho ll and and David 
Wi 11 iams of Cast el l Deudraeth. 

8.1.4 Industrialists like Sam Holland and the Turners/Cassons did not try to set themselves up as 
landed gents within the area (Hol land set himself up at Caerdeon near Barmouth, Turners 
established themse lves near Caernarfon, Cassons went to London). whereas landowners like 
Oake ley, Newborough and Wynne of Peniarth rented out their quarries for the most part, un like 
Penrhyn and Dinorwic. 

8.1 .5 On the whole the scattered farms are large, stone-bu ilt concentrations of bui ldings, mostly dating 
fi·om the 18111 and 19111 centw·ies. The houses are generally impressive build ings, and wh ile 
earlier assoc iated buildings (barns and cowsheds) are also stone-built, there is also considerable 
use of corrugated iron (often painted grey). There are several big former-Oakeley model fa1ms 
near Maentwrog, on the banks of the Dwyryd, one of which (P ias Tan y Bwkh home fam1) has a 
huge octagonal horse-whim shed. 

S.J.6 The photograph of area 2 contains a typical example of the 'upland' farm s. Most field boundaries 
are stone walls (usually made of small, flat slabs laid horizonta lly, often with slate wire-can·iers 
on their tops), and the fields are large and irregu lar in shape. There are also numerous examples 
of~el l-built stone fie ld barns strategically placed in the outer fie lds (for example at Cae Glas, 
near Croesor, which is listed). 

8.1 .7 There are none of the dual-economy landscapes ev ident in Caernarfonshire, despite extens ive 
industrialisation around Blaenau Ffestiniog: although arguably the early sen lement of 
Penrhyndeudraeth is comparable (a mixture of boating, ftshing and farming) , there are no 
apparent signs of th is in the modern landscape. Also, part ly as a result of this, there are few 
abandoned and derelict farms: most appear to be re latively large and prosperous. 

8. l .8 One of the largest expanses of fanned land is the whole of the Morfa between Porthmadog and 
Garreg (see also below). Here, layout of fields is dictated b] the need for drainage, and as well 
as ditches, earth banks and some stone walls exist. 
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8. l . 9 One of the most important aspects of tbe local economy in the early post-medieval period was to 
do with the growing and felling of timber, and th is aspect is covered in a separate section. 

8.2 Woodland 

8.2.1 Although Ffestiniog is traditionally associated wi th the quarrying of slate, and grew to be one of 
the most productive slate areas of the world, quan·ying came comparatively late to the parish, 
probably from about 1760 onwards. In the eighteenth century the fe lling of timber formed a 
more important part of the local economy, and though documentary sources typically have far 
more to do w ith the sale and transport of timber than with the management of the woodlands 
themselves, enough evidence has surv ived to give some indication of the scope of the trade and 
the sources exploited. 

8.2 .2 T imber - hardwoods, especially oak- was being exported from the heav ily-wooded slopes not 
only offfestiniog and Maentwrog but also of the neighbouring parishes of Llanfrothen and 
Llandecwyn. Though the trade may have begun earlier, the first record dates from J 739, and 
concerns the Pengwern estate, when it was spec ified that timber to the value of £400 was to be 
felled . 1 T here is a specific reference to tlmber-feUing at Coed Cymerau in the Journeys of Sir 
Richard Colt Hoare in 1801, when he descrjbes making his way from Tan y Bwlch to 
Cwmorth in through Cymerau (nearer to Ffestiniog): 

1 continued my rough and Alpine track through some oak groves, in some of which the axe has 
lately been introduced; £900 of timber was cut /as/ year and a considerable fall has been made 
in the present. lt is a lamentable sight for a lover of picturesque scenery; in a few years liale 
wood will be left in Merionethsh ire. During the few years [since 1797, when he firs/ visited 1he 
area] I have beenfi'equenling this counry the havock has been great: several ofmy.favourile 
groves which I have so often admired have already fallen, and I hear of more where speedy 
doom is impending. But the evil does not only ariseji'omfelling the wood butji'om not properly 
fencing them out when cut by which the young shoots and prospects of afumre copse are totally 
annihilated. The woodland track, intermL>ced with small pastures, distant mountains etc. affords 
many pleasing points of view. 2 

8.2.3 By the end ofthe eighteenth century, the Vale ofFfestiniog had suffered much deforestation. 
Already by 1763 it was repo1ied ofMerioneth that 'this county has been much drained of her 
timber'/ and in 1788 it was repo11ed that the stocks of oak in Caemarvonshire, Oenbighshi re, 
Merionetb and Flintshire had decreased by two-th irds.4 An indication of the sca le of the trade is 
the advenisements carried by local newspapers, which record sales of timber worth up to £900 a 
time. By the nineteen th century as many as 6,400 trees a year were offered for sale. Further 
pointers to the importance of the timber trade are the individuals who were c learly acting as 
timber merchants. Sometimes they are acknowledged as such; Owen David ofMaentwrog is 
identified as a timber merchant in 1785,5 and another had been married at Llan froth en in 1749. 
O thers Ca.JTied on other trades. In 1749 the Ffestiniog blacksmith, fo r instance, bought £500 
worth o f t imber at Llandecwyn, far more than he would need fo r his own use, and fa r more than 
he could have sold locally, even if he had had the means to transport it up the valley. 

8.2.4 With the reviva l of shipbuild ing in the northern pa1i of Card igan Bay in the late eighteenth 
century, loca l timber came to be needed in ever-greater quantities. T his remained the case unt il 
the 1820s, when Porthmadog sh ipwrights began to use Mawddach timber instead, and later still 
supplies of Baltic and Canadian pine became available. Local mines and quarr ies were sti ll sma ll 

1 UCN W Maenan 419; demise ofPengwern and estate, including Cymerau lsaf 
and Cymerau Uchaf, to John Gamons of Rhiwgoch, Merionethshire, gent., 
Edward Jones of Caernarvon, mercer, and Dav id Prichard of Caernarvon, gent, 
who are instructed to sell 'so much of the said Woods, underwoods & T im ber as 
will raise the sum of four hundred pounds,· dated 24 August I 739. 
1 S ir Richard Colt Horu·e, The Journeys of Sir Richard Colt Hoare through Wales and England 
1793-1810, ed. M.W . T hompson (Aian Sultan, 1983), p. 174. 
' R. Fisher, Hean of Oak, the British Bulwark (1763), p . 32. 
' Third Report of Commissioners appoimed 10 enquire into state of Woods. Forests and Land 
Revenues ( 1788), p. 72. 
-' DRO Z/QS/MJ 785 . 
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affairs, but burnt some timber in the smithies and some used timber as props. Some timber was 
probably burnt as firewood. Bark also fonned an export, some doubtless going to local tanneries. 
butlhere was also considerable trade with tanneries in Ireland.6 

8.2.5 By 1807 the Merioneth Quarter Sessions records confim1 that local landowners were 
encouraging new plantations.7 and sales of timber are recorded in the Nortlt Wales Gazette over 
the followi ng years.8 By 18 16 a quay spec ifically dedicated to the export oft imber is recorded at 
Cemlyo on the Dwyryd tidal estuary, a little way below Coed Cymerau.9 

8.2.6 Little has survived in the way of estate documents or maps forCymerau lsaf(one ofthe most 
important blocks of woodland in the valley) although one of these. dated 1802. shows plans for a 
proposed road from Lord Newborough · s quarries at Blaenau Ffestin iog. It uses what was already 
an archaic convention. in which buildings and other fearures are shown as if in bird 's eye view 
rather than in plan, and shows a small fann-house at Cymerau lsaf, but provides no infonnation 
on the woodlands other than showing a wooded area immediately adjacent. 10 A map of 1813 
shows the conage to the south ofCymerau lsaf, r' A lit, without identifying it as such, but gives 
no detai Is of Cymerau lsar itself The third, an 'ocular survey' of 1827 for what may be either a 
road or a railway, is equally uninformative. 

8.2. 7 Dr M ichael Lewis has recently raised an intriguing possibility as a result of his researches into 
the history orthe Ffestiniog area. At the foot of the hill on which C) merau is situated is Rhyd y 
Sam, now a private house. It is frrst attested on a Newborough estate map of 1802. which 
identifies it as 'The Great Factory', a designation which suggestS a woollen mill. 11 Certainly. by 
1841, it did function as such, 12 but the importance that the Newborough estate seems to have 
attached to building a road to Rhyd y Sarn (rather than to navigable water), implicit in the 1802 
map, strongly suggestS that it was connected with the slate trade, probably as a mill for sawing 
slabs. This would make it the oldest mechanical slate saw-mill in Wales, and hence the world_ 
making ust: of the fa lls of the Afon Teigl, and perhaps the Goedol as well , to drive a water
wheel. 

8.2.8 Or Lewis suggests that the mil l may have had an earlier history as a timber mill. Richard Morris. 
who owned the land on which the mill was built, wirnessed the marriage of William Solomon, a 
partner in Diffwys slate quarry in the upper part of the parish. in 1779. Whdst Morris was 
overseer of the poor at the time, it is more likely that there was a business connection berween 
the two men, and the possibiliry is that the mill was already in existence sawing slate slabs from 
Diffwys quarry. Th is possibility receives some slight confirmation from the existence of sawn 
gravestones in the area from 1775, though these could have been cut with a hand-operated saw. 
J-lowever, the th irty-five stones recorded could not have kept the mill in business, and the mill 
may have had a dual purpose, sawing timber with a vertical saw, and sawing slate wi th a 
rec iprocating sa'~. 

8.2.9 Tn 1761 one John Williams is found selling timber to a copper mine on the Migneint moors. and 
a John Wi lliams is found selling deal for rebuilding a house locally in 1798. possibly another of 
the local timber merchants. 13 

8.2.10 G J Williams's Hones pfl,'J-1 Ffestiniog includes amongst sons of the parish one John Williams y 
Factory who bought the Plas Tan y Bwlch library when it was sold. 1

J There is no record ofthe 
sale of the library ( '~hich itself makes it likely that it took place earlier rather than later). but it is 
likely to have been between 1770, when the last Griffi th died, and 1789, when the daughter of 

• M.J.T. Lewis, Sails on the Dv.ryryd (P ias Tan y Bwlch, 1989) pp. 21-2 gives detailed 
references to the timber trade. 
- DRO Z/QS/1118070 
' £.g., 14 April 1808 p. 2 col. e, 16 March 1809 p. 3 col. a, 20 April 1809 p. 3 col. 
a, 2 August 1810 p. 3 col. b, 23 April 1812 p. 3 col. a. 6 August 1812 p. 3 col. b, 7 
April 1814 p. 3 col. a, 12 May 1814 p. 2 col. d. 
• DRO ZI DVI4195. 
'" CRO XD2A 394. 
1
' XD2A 394. 

" Ffcstin iog census, 184 1. 
'
1 Notes passed to author from Dr Michael Lewis. 
"G.J . Williams !lanes PlwyfFfestiniog (Wrcxham, 1881). p. 232 
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the house married William Oakeley. 'factory', or Welsh.ffmri, tends to mean a woollen mill, but 
there was no woollen mill in the area until the 1870s. lt is therefore possible thar John Williams 
was connected w1th Rhyd y Sam in the 1770s or 1780s, and that it was already functioning as a 
timber mill. This would make it very early indeed for a mechanical, water-driven mill - it would 
be the first in Wales. But Rhyd y Sarn was in all probabi lity the earl iest slate-s lab m ill in Wales. 
and there is no inheren t objection, in tenm of avai lable technology, to it having also been a 
pioneer of timber-sawing. 

8.2. 11 As against this theory, the Ffestin iog h istorian Steffan ab Owain believes that the John Williams 
referred to by G J Williams is a later individual, and that the ' Factory' by which he is identified 
was the fulling mill in Tan y Grisiau, elsewhere in the parish of Ffestiniog, which he built in the 
1840s.15 

8.3 Settlem ent 

Nou-nucleatetl settlements 

8.3 .1 ln the medieval period, the area Jay within the comm otc of Ardudwy Uwch Artro and comprised 
parts of the parishes of Llanfrothen, Penrhyndcudraeth, Llandecwyn, Maentwrog and Ffestiniog. 
According to the Merioneth Lay Subsidy Rol l ( 1292-93) the parish of Penrhyndeudraeth was by 
far the most afOuent of these (and indeed was, along wirh Llanegryn, the richest parish in the 
then-new Merioneth), followed by Llanfrothen (rated at less than half the value of 
Penrh)ndeudraeth at 30-40 shillings per 1000 acres), Maentwrog (20-30 shillings), Llandecwyn 
(I 0-20 shillings) and then Ffestiniog which was the poorest parish in the whole ofMerioneth (at 
less than I 0 shillings). When one sees the ditferent landscapes in these areas, this comes as no 
surprise. There are no population figures in the Roll for this area. There is no surviving 
evidence, beyond modern place-names, of the prec ise location and extent of these seti lements. 

8.3.2 A feature ofthe landscape of the study area, however, is the survival of substantia l sub-medieval 
dwellings, fonnerly the centres of small estates, within comparatively isolated locations largely 
untouched by industrialisation. These include Ddual lt (SH 6731 4182), the house associated with 
the small Dduallt estate, Dol y Moch (SI I 6840 4191 ), between Maentwrog and Rhyd y Sam, 
Pare (SH 6266 4397), the home of the Annwyl family, Pengwem Old Hall (SH 6991 4302) and 
Plas Bondanw. The prominent dwelling Plas Penrhyn (SH 5905 3790) was home for a while to 
Samuel Holland, where he as visited by his cousin Elizabetl1 Gaskell , and was later the last home 
of Bertrand Russell. Amongst his visitors there were Shastri (Nehru 's successor) and A J Ayer. 
Plas Tan y Bwlch (SH 6555 4064), although no part oftl1e present dwe lling is earl ier than the 
eighteenth centu ry, nlso stands in a line of descent from the earlier demesne, possibly on or near 
the site of the present Oakeley Arms Hotel (SH 6604 4095). The present house is a rebuild in 
the early nineteenth century by Wil liam Oakcley of a house left incom plete by Robert Griffith at 
the t ime of his death in 1750."· 

8.3.3 There is also considerable place-name and archaeological evidence for pre-lndustrial dispersed 
settlement within the upland parts of the area. The prevalence of hafod place-names, especially 
in the area between Maentwrog and Crocsor. suggests that the farms which bear them were 
originally the upland stock-stations of lowland scnlements, and several classic 'long huts' have 
been found even as high up as around the Blacn y Cwm dan1 and by Llyn Stwlan. 

8.3.4 Over much of the study area, the settlement pattern is one of dispersed farmsteads (see above). 
These arc fo r the most part substantial, stone-built 19'11 century bui ldings in continued use by 
farm ing fam ilies: there are very few cottages or non-farm dweelings outside of the nucleated 
settlements. In some areas, particularly on the reclaimed Glaslyn estuary, 20111 buildings have 
replaced the origina l farmhouses and extensive use has been made of modem fam1 structures, 
leaving on I) dilnpidated nineteenth century b) res and barns. There are several good examples of 
such fanns in the lower part of Cwm Teigl (area 2). 

's Steffan ab Owa in, article forthcoming in Rhamunt Bra, and personal comm un icntion. 
"· Gwyndaf E-lughes, Merfyn Wil liams, House on a llilf/Y Plas: Hones Plas Tan y 8\11/ch a 'i Bob/ 
(Penrhyndeudraelh, 1989), pp. 7-12. 

Hi~toric landscape charactc:risauon (Vale of Ffcstiniog) Gt657 Rcpon 422 page 26 



Nucleated settlements 

8.3.5 As has already been mentioned. the 'settlements' (however they were defined and whatever they 
looked like) ofthe medieval period known from documentation were Llanfrothen, 
Penrhyndeudraeth and Mnentwrog. Not surprisingly, for such a remote area, these wou ld all 
have been access ible from the sea in the medieval period and still exist as nucleated settlements, 
of very different sizes and characters, today. 

8.3.6 Llanfrothen IS one of a number of very small nucleations in the area. Llanfrothen and Penmorfa 
churches (SH 6223 41 17 and SH 5412 4028) are similarly situated on what would have been the 
edge of the estuary of the Afon Glaslyn, before the Traeth was reclaimed. Llanfrothen has no 
buildings of particular note. Garreg (SH 6137 4172) may also owe its origin to itc; position as a 
landing-point before the building of the cob. lt contains a more interesting range of buildings, 
many of which arc listed (see area 19). lt is possible that the tiny village of Prenteg (SH 5857 
4145) may also be connected with a pre-modem transport route, as it not only lies on tbe edge of 
the pre-1813 esruary but at the foot of a road that leads to Clennenau, Brync ir and Garn 
Dotbenmaeu. 

8.3. 7 Penrhyndeudraeth (area 32). described in I 862 as ·a dismal village of a few houses scattered 
among heaps of muck and cockleshells· owes its origins to the ftshing population which also 
came to be involved in the pre-railway slate-boating business. There was clearly an established 
community here in the early nineteenth century, and the nickname it acquired in this period. 
·cocklctown', is still current. The solicitor David Williams (Dewi Heli, I 799-1869, Liberal MP 
for Merionethshire) acquired the site of the village in 1841 and began seriously to drain the 
marshes. and to build roads and houses, in 1855. 17 The introduction of passenger services on the 
railway in 1865 turned it increasingly into a Ffestin iog do1m itory village. 

8.3.8 Maentwrog's origin is proably due to the fact that it lies at the highest navigab le point on the 
Dwyryd, and the point where the river is crossed by a several routes, including probab ly the 
Roman road which comes down !Tom Tomen y Mur at the place known as Fclinrhyd (see 
reference in are 8) .. For this reason. from the early-eighteenth century if not earlier, the 
immediate area became the entrepot for the valley, with the export of timber, attested from 1739, 
but particularly after the development of the slate industry from the 1760s onwards.'A The village 
itself is visible from the Oakeley family's Plas Tan y Bwlch home and was developed by them in 
the nineteenth century on the back of pro tits from the slate industry. The church (SH 6641 4055) 
and the vicarage (SH 6647 4067) date from around 1800,'9 and the village itself seems to have 
been constructed in its present form in the early and mid-nineteenth century. As with Plas Tan y 
Bwlch itself and its immediate environs, it is emphatically an exerc ise in creating a visually 
attractive settlement that re flected well on its owners, and its buildings preserve many decorative 
features and details. Its several chapels are all buill in locations which makes them invisible from 
the Plas. 

8.3.9 Tremadoc is an outstanding example of a planned urban community. created by William 
Alexander Madocks on land recovered from the Traeth Mawr by the first embankment, of I 800. 
As new build of the early nineteenth century, it establ ished a pattern of regency-style 
architecture within the area that lasted well into the late nineteenth century. Amongst its claims 
to fame are the first c lassical fac;ade Welsh chape l, based on lnigo Jones's design for the 
Convent Garden chapel in London, and the first GoLhic rev ival church in Wales. The chape l 
remains in use, but the church is currently undergoing conversion to an arts centre. The bui ldings 
which form part of Madocks's original scheme survive, though in a number of cases the 
stonework has been obscured by pebble-dashing, and a late twentieth-century garage has been 
tacked on to the street front of the buildings on Dublin Road at SH 5611 4017. Madocks's own 
home, Tan yr Allt, later home to Shelley and to several generations oflocal quarry-owners, is a 

11 D.G. Lloyd Hughes, 'David Williams of Cast ell Deudraeth, 1799-1869' in TCI/S 29 ( 1968). p. 45, pp. 
48-50, quoting UWI3 Bangor ms 1236 and NLW Papurau Bob Owen, essay by Evan Dafydd, 
Penrhyndeudrae/h.fel_vr' oedd ac .fel y mae, c. 1880-85. 
'" Lewis pp. 17-22 
" Gwyndaf Hughes, Merfyn Williams, House on a Hi/IIY Plas: Hones Plas Tan y Bwlch a 'i Bob/ 
(Penrhyndeudraeth, 1989), pp. 13-16. 
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regency adaptation of an existing building, and recently functioned as the Steiner-Waldorf 
school. An active local regeneration group, Cyfeillion Cadw Tremadoc. has been instrumental in 
preserving the village's architectural character. 

8.3.1 0 There are two nucleated urban settlements\\ ithin the study area, Blaenau Ffcstiniog (SI-I 6980 
4592) and Porthmadog (Portmadog) (SI 1 5686 3869). Both are entirely creations of the 
ntneteen th century, the one quarrying, the other shi pping, slate. Porthmadog is bui lt largely on 
land reclaimeJ by Madocks 's cob of 1808-1813. 

8.3. 11 Blaenau Ffestiniog (area I) was at one time the largest town in the former county of Merioneth, 
reaching a population of 11,435 in 190 1.1'1 It is a horseshoe- shaped settlement built on a natural 
shelf near the break of slope at the head of the valley- the blaenau of the parish of Ffestiniog. 
The settlement itself ex rends from Tan y Gisiau on the west, through Glan y Pwll and 
Rbiwbryfdir, to the centre of the town and thereafter through Manod and Congl y Wal. 

8.3.12 There is no evidence of pre-industria l settlement within the area of the presen t town, though the 
substant ial farmhouses ofGell i and Cwm Bowydd su rvive just to the south ofthe town. 
Settlement for the quarrymen and their fa mi lies is evident from the 1820s, but it was not until the 
expansion in the boom years of the I 860s that these began to coalesce into a recogn isable town, 
and even now the different parts of Blaenau retain special loyalties and identities. Development 
seems to have been carried out by the quarry tenants, many of whom became established local 
figures. with the encouragement of the landowners. The process was assisted by the 
establishment of building societies and, in the 1870s. the influx of professional house-builders. 
who conferred on Blaenau its distinctive and substantial three- or four-storey houses. Though 
there are a number of more traditional vernacular dwellings such as are common in the slate
quarrying areas of Arfon, in Blaenau these arc comparatively few - some arc to be found at SH 
6976 4627 and others at Tan y Grisiau may represent the earlier houses put up under lease from 
Samuell lolla nd. In l825 the manager of Lord Quan·y on Glynllifon land bu il t an uncertain 
number ofcouages ornees. consisting a four dwe ll ings around a central chimney, such as were to 
be found elsewhere on the estate. One of these survives at SH 7027 4605.1

' 

8.3 .13 The period 1820 to the m id-1860s is do m inatcd by ribbon developments, either individual 
dwellings or short rows. This panern survives very clearly at Tan y Grisiau. where Holland's 
earlier houses were built alongside the railway. opened in I 836, so that goods could be unloaded 
for the residentS from the slow-moving horse-trains. When locomotives were introduced in I 863, 
trains wou ld only stop in 1he station, with the result that the area round the goods-yard (SH 6840 
4495) and the road became tbe focus ofbuildingn Longer rows of terraces are evident in the 
ribbon deve lopment of R.h iwbryfdir and Llwyn y Gel! and Maned to Congl y Wa l. 

8.3.14 Thereafter developmen t is genera lly grid-pattern, especially marked on Glynll ifon land bu t 
evident elsewhere, unti l the creation of social housing in the 1960s. In the 1860s Glynllifon 
began leasing out parcels of land in central Blaenau for building, and over the following years 
a grid-pattern of streets emerged.13 Professional builders moved in. building substantiaJ houses. 
often on slopes, which facilitated the construction of cellars, in which less well-off families 
could be crammed." The estate initiated a similar developmenr between Church Street and the 
Ffestiniog Railway in 1874, which was from the start designed by engineers and architects with 
a comprehensive drainage system in mind.z' and t\\O years later the estate began to lay out a 
more middle-class development south of the chu rch and the market hal l. 

8.3.15 Barracks within the quanies appear from the mid-nineteenth century onwards nevertheless were 
no di fferent from the vemacular or ' ind ustrial vernacu lar' dwell ings which formed the growing 
town lower down, and in many cases, by no means all, cle~rly housed complete families in 

2<• Jones. 1994. 
~· Caemarfon Record Office XD2/12699, p. 52. These are known in Welsh as ·r uncom, 'the 
one chimney', which by a process of misunderstanding has given the name 'Runcorn Street' to 
the lane on which the surviving example stands. 
u D.O. Hughes. Canrif o Hones: sef Hones yr Achos Melhodistaidd y n Nha~wgrisiau. 1809-1909 
(Biaenau Ffestin iog, 1909), p. 24. 
n CRO XD2/1 105 1·? 
1
' Jones 1988. 

l.< CRO XD2/11044. 
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separate units.26 At Maenofferen, dwellings were put up to house specialist miners from Anglesey 
driving the leve ls in the new workings.17 Places such as these, even if they were in it ially built on 
open hill-s lopes, were soon sun-ounded by heaps of slate rubble and the omnipresent quarry 
railways. 

8.3 . 16 Much of the social infrastructure of the nineteenth century survives. The British School at 
Dolgarregddu, dat ing fTorn 1846, now the Masonic HaJJ (SH 7011 4595) is the oldest of the 
surviving purpose-built school buildings. However. a number of the town ' s many substantial and 
ornate chapels have been demolished or converted, and the future of all but a handful of the 
remainder must be in doubt. A feature of the town, pa11icularly of the middle-class development 
initiated by the G lynll ifon estate south of the churc h and the market nail in 1878, is the way i.n 
which an Independent chapel and a Calvinistic Methodist chapel were bu ilt fronting onto the 
ornamental square and 'Recreation Park' in this development, just as Anglican churches did in 
earlier planned townscapes. Nonconformist prop riety is also ev idence in the ornamental 'Cocoa 
Rooms' on Church Street (now the British Legion- SH 6987 4597) erected in 1878-9,26 and in 
the absence of public houses in Tan y Grisiau, owing to Samuel Holland' s teetotal principles. 

8.3. 17 The Oakeley hospital at Llwyn y Ge ll (SH 6964 4636), opened in 1848 is an excellent example 
of an industrial hospi tal of the m id-nineteenth century, probably based on the hospital erected by 
Colone l Pennant for the Penrhyn quarrymen between 1841 and 1843. lt now a private dwell ing. 

8.3.18 T he substantial Marker Halt of 1864 (SH 6979 4594), which includes read ing rooms and an 
Assembly room, is currently undergo ing a renaissance as a community centre.l" Department 
stores and spec ia list shops, any of which began to make their appearance in the 1860s, for the 
most part survive. but a considerable number closed in the 1990s. 

8.3. I 9 The town o f Porthmadog (area I 0) came into being as a consequence of the draining of the 
Traeth Mawr by Will iam Alexander Madocks and the unintended creation o f a harbour by the 
newly-channeled Afon Glas lyn where it passed through the s luice gates. T he first publ ic wharves 
were built in 1825, ru1d therea fter a series ofwharves was built by individual quarry companies 
along the shore a lmost as gar as Borth y Gest. The opening of the Festiniog Railwa) from the 
quan-ies to the sea in 1836 largely brought about the end of the previous system of carting down 
to the quays along the Dwyryd whence the slates were boated to Ynys Cyngar for transfer to sea
going vessels. 

8.3 .20 Though the earliest trackway across the newly-reclaimed land wound its way to the east of the 
present High Street. by 1841 at least this had been stra ightened out, and the mineral railway to 
T remadoc, along which Madock Street was later to be bu ilt , was also in ex istence. These two 
transport axes bequeathed the town its d istinctive diamond pattern street plan . Dwell ings are 
evident on maps from as early as t he 1830s, and developed over the next decades in part due to 
the management of the Tremadoc esrate by Lhe solicitor David Williams. A considerable number 
of structures survive from Porthmadog' s days as a port. The development of harbour fac il ities is 
reflected in a surviving sail-loft, and in a surviving fragment of the Glaslyn fou ndry incorporated 
into Tesco's supermarket. T he Glaslyn foundry buildings were demo lished in the 1960s to make 
way for the lnland Revenue office. Grirfith Williams' s school of navigation survives amongst 
the substantia l warehouses at G risiau Mawr, s ituated in the loft ofCornhill Pencei, above 
Casson' s bank. Visib le evidence of the area's cultural contacts with the wider world is to be 
found in the names of Porthmadog pubs such as the Australia and The Ship on Launch (where 
the launch ings of new sh ips were posted). 

8.3.21 Unusually for a port town, Porthmadog has never had much in the way of housing for dock
workers, nor did it ever acquire the underworld of brothels and seedy taverns which were to be 
found in sea-ports worldwide. In part, rh is is because of the fact that Porthmadog vessels were 
crewed and captained by local men , and they had much of the share of the trade. Arch itectura lly 
it is dominated by substantial nineteenth-centu ry d welli ngs erected for the local middle classes 
not on ly tbe captains but also the sh ipping agents, administrators, lawyers, quarry offic ia ls . 
These preserve many distinctive features. The overall conception is regency, even when the 

1
" Census details. parish of Ffestiniog. 

z1 Ffestiniog census, 187 1. 
18 Jones 1988. 
1
' ab Owain , 1995. 
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buildings are much later in date, and a very common feature is the pattern of ornamental drip 
mouldings. Since the end of the slate trade, Porthmadog has become an attractive option for the 
comparatively wealthy yachting fraternity, apparent in the construction of the unat1racrive 
maisonettes on the quays in the 1960s. 

8.3 .22 A distinctive and unusual (un ique?) settlement is the village of Po11meirion (area 7), wh ich 
perpetuates the tradition of whimsy inaugu ratell by Madocks, and to some extent sustained by 
David Williams. Portmeirion is situated on Bron Eryri, part of Williams's purchase in 1843, and 
in the 1850s he converted the house into a castellated mansion which he renamed Castell 
Deudraeth. "' A map of 1836 shows a foundry and a quay on the s ite of the present hotel.' 1 

8.3.23 The village of Portmeirion and its associated gardens were established in the 1920s by the 
architect Clough Williams Ellis. Often described as ·Jralianate' , Williams-Ellis's own 
description of it as 'a home for fallen buildings' is perhaps more apposite. a heterogenous 
collection of buildings removed from various locations all over Europe and re-erected. There are 
in addition a number ofpre-Clough Williams- EII is bu ild ings which have been 'cloughed-up'. 
The formal village garden is based around the Piazza, and is largely a creat ion of the period post-
1925, though some trees may survive from earlier. 

BuiltJ;ng types and material 

8.3.24 Although most of the housing stock reflects the growth of the slate industry between 1800 and 
1900, there is ncverthe less a considerable amount of prc-Tndustrial building stock in the area. 

8.3.25 The area contains some significant sub-medieval houses. For example, Cae Glas, near Croesor, 
was originally a stone-built 161

h century storeyed end chimney house, originally with cross
passage plan and with survivals of the late medieval open hall tradition. protol) pica I of the 
developed Snowdonia end chimney type. 1t has later service wing to the rear. Wern is a 161

" 

centw·y gentry house. Hafodty, on the Brondanw estate, is of rubble construction with massive 
quoins and a pronounced boulder plinth . it has earl ier 17'" century origins, possibly of a 
longhouse type, with later re-modellings. Pare, ancient seat of the Anwyls, is discussed in detail 
elsewhere (area 22), but is an almost-unique (except for the 171h century fannhouse ofPias 
Newydd, near Penrhyndeudraeth- also built for the Anwyls) unit-planned complex of which the 
main house is externally dated to 167\ . Plas Brondanw (area 6) is a fine 17'~ century gentry 
house, restored and partly redesigned by Clogh Williams-Ellis in the 1950s. Other stone-built 17111 

century fannhouses include Ty Obry and Old Ynysfor. 

8.3 .26 There are also several small, late 18111 century conages, either s ingle or in small terraces, situated 
at the edges of some settlements such as Garreg and on the Plas Brondanw estate. 

8.3.27 Other listed buildings include several bridges, mostly 19111 century. a late \81
h limekiln near the 

Afon Maesgwm. an 181
h century fulling mill al Moelwyn. and other agricultural buildings such 

as the former stable ranges at Plas Newydd and Wem, a cart shed at Ty Mawr, and the 
agrictultural ranges at Ty Obry and Old Ynysfor. Particularly. the area contains many stone
built bams, some of which are listed. There are two near near Cae Glas. one of which is I 7th 
century and incorporates or re-uses nvo pairs of full crucks (possibly from a pre-decessor to Cae 
Glas), and another at Pare. 

8.3 .28 The types of industrial housing vary considerably. Blaenau Ffestiniog's housing stock is not 
particularly homogenous but much more industrial, for all their use of local stone, than the rural 
vernacular dwel lings wh ich characterise Caemarvonshire slate-quarrying areas. Unlike other 
slate-quarrying areas, such as around CilgwynfNantl le, there is no evidence for mixed economy 
settlement: here, the industrial housing emerges as terraced housing. Though the professional 
house-builders '~ho moved in in the 1860s and "70s are said to have been Cardiganshire men, 
there is no obvious Cardiganshire intluence. A distinctive feature is the pattern of double-fronted 
house with three pointed dormers, a design which can be seen elsewhere within the study area 
along the Ffestiniog Railway corridor. 

'" Lloyd Hughes, op. cit., pp. 50-51. 
"Lewis 62 
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8.3. 29 In genera l, Porthmadog' s attractive terraces and its tai capteiniaid ('sea-captains' houses' ) are 
constructed in a fair ly standard Georgian nemacular style, typ ical of 19'11 century Welsh towns, 
even those constructed in the middle or late l9'h century, suggesti ng that the builders were loca l 
men who took their cue from Madocks-era structures such as Ynys y Towyn and those in 
Tremadoc itself. 

8.3.30 Despite the area's comparative accessibility by the mid-nineteenth century, it is clear that 
considerable use continued to be made of local building materials. The grey O rdovician slate of 
Ffestiniog is p ractically universal as a roofing material, and has been extensively used for si lls, 
steps and architectural detailing, as well, in some cases, as weather protection by being attached 
to battens on walls. There is some use of specially shaped roofing slates in more prestigious 
commercial buildings. The forme r toll house ar the north-western end of the Cob (SH 5711 
3848) is unusual in that it is not only s late-clad on the wal ls but is one of the very few buildings 
left w hich preserves the patented interlock ing slate ridge-tiles devised the Moses Kellow, 
manager of Pare and Croesor Quarries. Slate-slab fences are not common, although there are 
some excellent examples around Croesor.. 

8.3 .31 Whi 1st there is some variety in the stones for walling, it is clear that much of this was sou reed 
locally. Many of the older buildings in and around Porthmadog make use of the L ingu la flag 
qua tTied at Porthmadog harbour and at Tu hwnt i'r Bwlch. The same materia l is used at in the 
larger and more p restigious dwe llings - Castell Deudraeth (SH 5930 3771), and Plas Brondanw 
(SH 6164 4 228) for example. The Regency-inspired Cwmorthin Quarry reading room at Tan) 
Grisiau (SH 6848 4502) may a lso be built of this material. Plas Tan y Blwch and buildings on 
the estate, including the village ofMaentwrog. the Oakeley Arms Hotel and the larger farm
houses, are constructed of a simi lar stone quarried at Gell i Grin. This could produce very long 
blocks, such as can be seen in Maenn¥rog church and which fom1 the uprights in some of the 
distinctive field-barns, especia lly around Ffestiniog.11 

8.3.32 T he Minffordd quany (area 3 1), though it now on ly produces crushed stone, was originally 
worked as a sett quarry, and it is quite possible that some of the squared granite blocks used in 
many of the nineteenth century came from here ra ther than from Penmaenmawr or Trefor. The 
quarry at Blaenau Ffestiniog latterly worked by the Groby Granite Company (SH 6948 4529) 
may also have supp lied Blaenau Ffesriniog with building stone in the nineteenth century, though 
offic ial sources suggest that it only worked f rom 190 I to the 1930s." Another quarry was at 
Moel Ystradau (SH 6827 439 1 ), worked in the twentieth century by Brookes' of Hali fax . 

8.4 Pa rks and gardens 

8.4.1 T he study-area is particularly rich in gardens:- Tan yr A lit (area 4), P las Tan y Bwlch (area 5), 
Plas Brondanw (area 6), Portmeirion (area 7), Wem (area 8) and Pare (area 22) all appear in the 
Cadw Register of Landscapes, Parks and Gardens of Special Historic Interest in Wales Pa11 1: 
Parks and Gardens. Plas Brondanw is registered Grade 1 and three of the o ther five are Grade 
IT*, indicating that gardens in the area are not only numerous but of exceptiona l quality. 

8.4.2 The oldest of the six gardens is Pare. which is neglected but has massive terraces probably of the 
seventeenth century. Tan-yr-A Ill and Tan-y-Bwlch are basically nineteenth century gardens. 
although Tan-yr-A IIt was la id out by Wi ll iam Madocks right at the beginning of the century in 
the ' Romantic ' style and Tan -y-Bwlcb has more of the ' Picturesque' characters typical of the 
other end of the century, though elements date back to the eighteenth century. Wern is a garden 
of the turn of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. incorporating elemen ts designed by Thomas 
Manson, and Portmeirion and Plas Brondanw are both twentieth- century gardens designed by 
Clough Williams-EIIis. The former was laid out to provide a su itably romantic setting for the 
fantasy village, incorporat ing elements ofthe nineteenth - century garden of Aber-ta (now the 
Portmeirion Hotel), and the larter was Williams-EIIis ' s own garden, made to please himself. The 
s ix gardens tlrus cover a wide time spectrum as well as being ofunusuaJly high quality. 

32 Gwyndaf 1-lughes, Merfy n Williarns, House on a Hi/1/ Y Plas: Hones Plas Tan y Bw!ch a 'i Bob/ 
(Penrhyndeudraeth, 1989), pp. 16. 

n J.l.C. Boyd, The Festiniog Railway vol. 2 (Oakwood, 19??), p. 485). 
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8.5 Industrial 

8.5.1 The chief industry of the study area was the quarrying of slate, centered on Blaenau Ffestiniog 
(area 13), the third most productive slate-producing area in Wales (after Penrhyn and Dinorwic), 
though there were also significant quarries in Cwm Croesor (area 12) and smaller workings 
arou nd Tremadoc and Portreuddyn. The fact that the Ordovician veins lie at an angle of 
approximately 30° to the horizontal has had a profound effect on the industrial landscape, 
obliging quarrymcn and managers to exploit the rock in underground chambers, at least until the 
advent of substantial earthmoving equipment in the 1970s, which led to a reversion to open-air 
workings. This means that in terms ofthc quarries' industrial archaeology, instead of the open 
terraced slopes of Penrhyn and Dinorwic, or the pits with the huge bastions for chain inclines 
which are evident in Nantlle, they can appear as piles of waste slate in which mill buildings 
nestle, and in which the open extraction areas are sometimes comparatively small. 

8.5.2 from 1970 onwards the remaining quarries either closed down or adapted to new methods and to 
opencasting, wi th the single exception of Maenoffercn (SI I 714- 466- C), latterly owned by 
Greavcs Welsh Slate ofLiechwedd Quarry. This is now out of use, but preserves its network of 
tram\\:ays and inclines as well as a large mill with a water-whee l pit. 

8.5.3 Other quarries surv ive as relict landscapes, though with little in the way of machinery_ The 
massive Oakeley Quarry tip (see photograph for area 13) do m inatcs the town of Blaenau 
Ffestiniog, and with its inclines, drumhouses and zig-zag steps forms a potent visible reminder 
of the town's origins in the slate industry.1' 

8.5.4 A number of semi-independent slate mill sites also survive, including Ffatri Rhyd y Sam (SH 
6909 4230), which has at various times been a woolen mill, a timber saw-mill and one of the 
very earliest slate-slab mills. 

8.5.5 There was some quarrying for stone - Penrhyndcudraeth, still in active production (area 31 ), and 
several others long closed, including the Groby granite quan-y near Blaenau Ffestiniog (SH 6949 
4526) and Moel Ystradau (SH 6819 4384 ). Typically these survive as a single level or a galleried 
face. with the stone or concrete bases of crushing plant. 

8.5.6 There are a number of lead and copper mines within the study area. The Pen yr A lit or Catherine 
and Jane Consols copper mine (SH 633 411) above Penrhyndeudraeth survives as a varied mid
nineteenth century industrial landscape inc luding wheel-pits and dwellings, and a rotative 
engine-house of 1859-1860, largely demolished in 1965.35 Less su rvives of Pant y Wrach (SH 
6 17 402), operational in the 1820s, but quite possibly much earlier, as a rirarian site until the 
com pletion of the cob in 1813_}6 It is likely that the cluster of copper mines around Nanmor and 
Pant Aberglaslyn, though large ly outside the present study area, were able to prosper until the 
early nineteenth century because of their easy access to estuarine craft. The extensive Bwlch y 
Plwm lead mine (area 33) is attested in Llwycl 's Parochialia of I 577, but may be much earlier. 
The area known as 'Gwaith Romans· above the mine area includes a smelting hearth and a large 
lump of metallic lead, discovered in 1850. At the lower end of the workings, on what would 
have been the shoreline until 1813, are traces of modem workings, which went on until 1921." 

8.5.7 Ironstone was worked at Penysyflog at SH 5620 3960. This may never have developed beyond 
surface trenching, and no surface features are now visible.)' Zinc was worked at Moelwyn Mine 
into the twent ieth century (S H 676- 437-). 

8.5.8 The study area preserves a number of important textile sites. The woolen mi ll at Pant yr Ynn. 
near Blaenau Ffestiniog (SH 7088 4538). was originally built in 1845-6 by George and William 
Casson, William Turner and Hugh Jones in lease from the Tan y Manod estate as a slate mill for 
Diffwys quarT) •• and was converted into a woollen mill in 1873!" This was latterly worked in 

1
' D_ RJ1. Gw;, n. Gwynedd Slate Quarries (rep on for Cadw: Welsh Historic Monuments, 1996, passim. 

•s D_ Bick, Old Copper Mines pp. 15-6, D.Rh. Gwyn. Metalliferous Mines Appendix 2, part 2, p. 89-90. 
'" Gwyn. Metalliferous Mines Appendix 2. part 2, p. I 01. 
1
' Gwyn_ Metalliferous Mines Appendix 2. part 2, p. 87. 

33 Gwyn, Mela/1 iferous Mines Appendix 2. part 2, p. I 02. 
l• CRO X/BJC X647. DRO DCH 3 77 
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conjunction with pandy Moelwyn (SH 6905 4547), erected c. 1864 by John Williams of Gam 
Dolbenmaen, the only panel;· in Gwynedd to preserve its fulling stocks. 11 The article on 
Merioneth fulling mills in JMHRS 1984 lists Pandy Pengwem (SH 7050 4292), Pandy Bach (SH 
6852 4020) and Pandy Gwylan (SH 6897 3882). 

8.5.9 The largest single surviving tex'1i le mi ll, however, is Madocks's woollen factory at Tremadoc 
(area 20). Its history has been very li tt le researched, but it appears to contain some at least of the 
original structure of c. 1805-7.n 

8.5.10 Power generation is another important theme in the area, and there are several power siations 
including Dolwen (SI I 6940 4387), Cwm Croesor (SH 6484 4594) and its syenite dam (SH 6543 
4664). Llyn Stwlan (Sll 6600 4441) and Llyn Ystradau power station (SI I 6792 4441) (area 17) 
as well as Pant yr Afon (SH 6971 4687), and Maenofferen booster station (SH 7139 4660) and 
hydro-station (SH 7090 469 1 ). 

8.5.11 Finally, there is some evidence jn the landscape for one other ind ustry in the area, the building of 
the area's wooden ships, which wen t on un til the launch of the Gestiana in 19 13. The Cadw
grant-aided Coastal project of 1986 identified the sites of shipwrighting yards and slipways at 
Borth y Gest (SH 566- 376-), Porthmadog (SH 5705 3838), Penrhyndeudraeth (SH 5954 3740) 
and Ty Gwyn y Gamlas (SH6000 3575). These small -scale enterprises have left little in the way 
of archaeological evidence and they constitute a fast-diminishing resource throughout the British 
Isles. A sail loll also survives at Porthmadog. 

8.6 Sea-defences and water-control systems 

8.6.1 The flood plains below Maentwrog were em banked and drained between 1791 and 1795 (area 
29). for wh ich William Oakeley was awarded with a gold medal by the Society of A11s.'1 

8.6.2 The Cob over the Traeth Mawr (lower end of area 3) is a substantial embankment bui lt 
between 1808 and 1813, which altered the coastline of the north-eastern crook of Cardigan 
Bay considerably (see area 14). Not only does the Cob itself remain in use. can; ing the 
Ffestiniog Railway as well as the main road and now also a cycle-path. but the quarries at 
each end survive. as do the barracks on the Merionethshire shore, Madocks's offices at the 
Porthmadog end and the powder magazine at Ynys Cyngar (SH 5543 3660). The sluice
gates installed under the Britannia bridge at Porthmadog (SH 5707 3848) in 1838 were the 
work of Jesse I lartlcy, the great Liverpool dock engineer. 

8.6.3 The lower Cob, recently widened, when work on the railway made it impossible for horse
drawn road vehic les to continue using the upper Cob. 

8.9 Communications 

8.9.1 The construction of the Cob, though undertaken primarily as a means or enclosing the bay vested 
in Madocks by the enclosure act, also had important implications for the development of 
transport. The Cob itself became a roadwa) connecting Caernarvonshire and Merioneth. at least 
for those brave enough to try it, and figured in Madocks's grand plans for a road from London to 
a packet port for Ireland at Porth Dinl laen, renected in the names 'Dublin Street' and' London 
Road' at Tremadoc. However, its effect was to bring into being a transport system, which, whilst 
intially or regional impo11ance, was eventual ly to have a sign ificant effect world-wide. 

8.9.2 By creating a deep-water channel at the new mouth of the Glaslyn, the building of the Cob 
brought about the harbour of Porthmadog, which now survives as an excellent example of an 
industrial harbour from the western seabord of Britain (area 9}. By displacing Ynys Cyngar as 
the place where sea-going ships were loaded with slate. and b)' providing a ready-made 
alignment across the Traeth Mawr. it made possible the construction between 1832 and 1836 of 

'" Geraim Jenkins , The Welsh Woo/en /ndztsf'J' (Cardiff. 1969), p. 207 suggests 1813. "'hich is far too 
early. The Cadw listings err in ascribing a late eigh teenth or early nineteen th century origin for the site. 
'
1 Y Rhedegydd, 5 September 19 11, p. 3, col. a-b. This has been erroneously dated to the eighteenth 

century in the Cadw listings. 
•

2 Geraint Jenkins, op. cit., pp. 238-40. 
"Lewis 17 
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the Festiniog Railway, now active as a visitor anraction (area 3). The Festiniog in the period 
1863 to 1872 not only demonstrated how the civil engineering of the unimproved horse tramway 
could be taken forward into the age of steam - and thereby provided a cheap and effective 
method of transport for the British empire, the USA and beyond- but also proved the 
practicality of articulated locomotives and roll ing sLOck such as are now standard world-wide. 
Much of its Victorian inti·astructure survived not only the period of closu re from 1946 to 1955, 
but also the over-enthusiastic modernisation of the ra ilway in the 1960s and 1970s by its present 
management. 

8.9.3 The feeder quarry railways in some cases form impressive landscape features. The incline from 
the Ffestmiog Railway to Wrysgan Quarry (SH 6781 4549 to SH 6806 4496) and the inclines to 
the Blaenau quarries themselves (e.g. SH 6937 4672 to SH 6941 4644) are particularly 
noteworthy. 

8.9.4 Other narrow gauge railways made their way to the port- a line to Tremadoc originally built in 
l 841 to carry ironstone was more than once rebuilt and ultimately extended to the far recesses of 
Cwm Pennant. The trace survives a horse-worked line bui lt in the 1860s to connect the harbour 
with the slate quarries beyond Croesor. This includes the rake of inclines at Pare (area 22), 
where the upper drum house was converted into a banqueting house for Lady Abcrconway by 
Clough Williams-Ellis (SH 6362 4411 ). The buttressed embankments and slab bridges along its 
course between here and its tenninus at Blaen y Cwm illustrate the persistence of early railway 
civil engineering in the context of the 1860s. The various inclines connecting it to the quarries 
are also spectacular fearures, including the scheduled 'Jacob·s ladder' to Rhosydd Quarry (SH 
6541 4610 to SH 6577 4635)(area 12). 

8.9.5 The lower section of this line was adapted for locomotive operation in the 1920s, and may 
become the lower terminus of the revived Welsh Highland Railway. In landscape terms these 
are less sign ificant than the Festin iog, though a recent proposal to develop the ex isting short 
length of heritage railway at GeJert's Sid ing (SH 5710 3922) into a major museum complex may 
have significant implications. 

8.9.6 At Porthmadog a nineteenlh-cenrury dock landscape survives largely intact; this includes 
the original public quays of 1824. and the extensive slate quays established from the 1830s 
to the 1860s (SH 569- 383-). It is in many respects typical of the slate-exporting havens of 
the nineteenth century - largely innocent of buildings and cranes, and making use of 
labour-intensive hand-loading methods. Maisonenes which won a Cic Trust Award were 
constructed on Holland's wharf(SH 5709 3844) and on the opposite wharf(SH 5701 3828) 
in the 1960s, and at much the same time the unusual slate storage sheds on the Greaves 
wharf were demolished, all apart from one range wh ich now fom1s the Porthmadog 
Maritime Museum (S H 5697 3845). 

8.9. 7 The smaller slate-exporting quays on the 0\\ yryd survive in varying states of preservation. The 
most impressive is Tyddyn Tsa at SH 6292 3945, a Scheduled Ancient Monument, with its rows 
of steps to down to rhe mooring pointS and its pyramid-roofed powder magazines at each end. 

8.9.8 Small quays or docking-places for the c:xport of slate or for landing of consumer 
perishab les are evident at a great many locations, such as at Ty Gwyn )' Gamlas (SH 5992 
3550), at Portmeirion (SH 5893 3696) and at Ynys Cyngar (SI-I 5543 3654), as well as at 
several locations on the tidal Traeth Bach. 

8.9.9 The study area also, unusually for North-west Wales, conta ins two canals; one is the very short 
Cemlyn canal which connects the Dwyryd to the fanner Diffwys quarry quay at Maentwrog 
(area 29), the other the ' cyt' from Porthmadog to Tremadoc (area 14). This is believed to have 
functioned as a transport artery. and even to have dispatched a steam-boat to New York 
sometime in the 1830s. There is certainly a building which may have been a warehouse on the 
site of its Tremadoc basin (now filled in), and it passed rhe ironstone mine at Pen Syflog. 
However, it is more likely that it was intended as a drain, even if it occasionally carried vessels. 

8.9. 1 0 Locations traditionally considered to be the sites of sma ller quays and landing places are evident 
at locat ions now wel l in land, such as at the Brondanw Arms, Garreg (area 19). 
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9 Historic character areas 

9.1 The study area has been divided into thirty three separate historic character areas as follows: 

01 Blaenau Ffestiniog 
02 Cwm Tcigl 
03 Ffestiniog Railway 
04 Tan yr Al lt 
05 Plas Tan y Bwlch 
06 Plas Brondanw 
07 Portmeirion 
08 Wern 
09 Porthmadog harbour 
I 0 Porthmadog 
11 Croesor 
12 Cwm Croesor & Rhosydd slate quarries and incline system 
13 Blaenau Ffcstiniog slate quarries 
14 Glaslyn estuary - reclaimed land 
15 Woodland around Hafod Garegog 
16 Upper slopes of the Moelwyn range 
17 Llyn Stwlan/Liyn Ystradau industrial area 
18 Maentwrog 
19 Garreg 
20 Tremadoc 
21 Plas Weunydd 
22 Pare 
23 Prcnteg 
14 Cwm Bowydd-Gelli 
25 Coed Llyn y Garnedd 
26 Intermediate slopes of the Moelwyn range 
27 Penrhyn-Garth 
28 Lower wooded slopes. Moelwyn range 
29 Dwyryd valley noor 
30 Brondanw slopes 
31 Minffordd quany 
32 Penrhyndeudraeth 
33 Llidiart Yspytty 

9.2 An overall location map showing the position of these areas in relation to each other is inc luded 
at the beginning of this section. 

9.3 Each area description has been divided into three sections following the model of earlier reports 
-historic background, key historic landscape characteristics and a management section. 

9.4 A map showing the extent and detail of each area is located facing the description. The area is 
out! ined with a sol id, black line. Each area has a single map with the exception of area 03, 
Ffestin iog Railway, which extends across two due its sinuous natu re. 

9.5 Co lour plates which give an impression of the overall texture and character of each area are also 
included fol lowing the description: some of these are aerial photographs, but sometimes a 
ground level view has been more appropriate. 
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01 Blaenau Ffestiniog (PRN 18201) 

1/istoric background 

A horseshoe-shaped senlement built on a natural shelf near the break of slope at the head of a 
valley, surrounded by slate-rubble tips; the largest town in the fanner count) ofMerioneth. A 
number of sub-medieval farmhouses survive near the break of slope. together with dwellings 
associated with nineteenth century smallholdings carved out of the farms. 

The town arose from a number of separate settlements on different estates, principally those of 
the Oakeley family of Maentwrog and Lord New borough of Glynll ifon, though other land was 
owned by local squireens and yeoman farmers. Slate was worked from c. 1760 at Diphwys 
(Casson), but the industry developed with tbe arrival of English capital from 1800 onwards. The 
individual settlements which coalesced to fonn the present tOVI n came in to being in the 1820s 
und 1830s. The population explosion of the late 1860s to early 1870s led to the construction of 
the planned rows and squares which characterise the central part of the town, as well as of many 
or the substantial chapels and other social infrastructu re. llouse-bu ilding continued into the 
1890s, but thereafter few dwellings were constructed until the provision of social housing after 
the second world war. The twentieth century saw relentless economic decline as the slate 
industry contracted, partly alleviated by the opening of the pumped storage scheme in 1963, 
Trawsfynydd nuclear power statjon in I 963. the open ing of part of Llechwedd Quarry as a 
tourist anraction in 1962 and the completed re-opening of the Ffestin iog Railway as a visitor 
anraction in 1982. 

Key historic lrmdscape c/wmcteristics 

Nineteenth-ce171wJ' urban slate quanJ' communiry 

Blaenau exemplifies a variety of industrial housing types and street patterns. The one surviving 
ty uncorn of the several built on Glynllifon land in 1826, at SH 7032 4603. is typical of 
Ne,\ borough estate architecture. Short rows of crog-lo_fftydd survive in some locations, such as 
at Llwyn y Gell (SH 6983 4627), but the community is dominated by two-up-two-down houses 
wh ich predom inate from the late 1830s. At Tan y Grisiau the earlier examples (early 1840s ro 
late 1860s) are free-standing, built alongside, and facing. the railway, the main thoroughfare for 
all purposes in the early days. From the 1 350s onwards they tend to be constructed in short rows 
along the newly-built road through the village to R.h iwbryfdir. Similar ribbon developmentS of 
two-storey rows are evident between Congl y Wa l and Tabernacl (SH 7051 4434 to SH 7065 
4553), Church Street and around R.hiwbryfdir (SH 6958 4635). 

The centre of Blaenau is dominated by planned developments, main ly confined to the area of the 
fonner Newborough estate, in which rows of two- or three-storey dwellings are laid out in 
succession. between Church Streer and the railway (SH 6992 4596 C), or around a panem of 
squares, with chapels in prominent locations (SH 6934 458 1 ). evidently for a wealthier clientele. 
Abonive planned development is evident at Oakeley Square (Sll 6928 4571 ). The houses are 
charactensed by different styles, suggesting that quite a number of local builders were i11volved. 
Many are constructed with a distincrive pointed dormer roof. The use of render on the reveals of 
doors and windows, but nowhere else, is a common motif. There are many substantial villa
dwellings for quarry managers, often with wrought-iron verandahs and other ornamentation. 

Several large chapels survive, some converted to other uses, some closed and a few in use as 
places of worship. Many have been demo lished. Blaenau 's surviving social infrastructure is also 
on a grand scale. The Market Hall (SH 6979 4593) has been preserved but man} ofthe 
substantial late 19'h-century shops on Church Street have c l o~ed and fallen into disrepair. The 
Oakeley Quan-y Hospi tal of 1848 (SI I 6964 4633) and the Heroes' Memorial I !ospital of 1915 
(SH 702 1 4546), designed by Clough Williams-Ell is. are impressive landscape features, as are 
the schoo ls. 
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The use of locally-quarried Ordovician (grey) slate is practically universal. Building material is 
in many cases local field-stone, with some use of larger blocks, possibly from Gelli Grin near 
Maentwrog (see also area 29) or from Ponhmadog harbour. The use ofscus is common for 
ornamentation, such as on the chapels or as coping-stOnes, and it is possible that these came 
either from the sens quarry at Tan y Manod or Brookes's quarry at Llyn Ystradau. 

Com;ervation priorities ami management 

There are very few listed buildings in the town, and these are resticted ro Craigbach 3, the former 
vicarage, the Masonic Hall, the former Diffwys railway station and Tain Uncom (see above). 
Active liaison with the (very active) local community and with elected representatives is 
suggested to promote awareness of the historic dimension of the wwn, and encouragement 
should be given to appropriate local heritage initiatives. Blaenau ffestiniog lies outside the 
Snowdonia National Park, having been deliberately excluded when the area was delineated in 
the 1950s. 
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HLCA Number 0 l Blaenau Ffestiniog 
View of some of the 19th and 20th century terraced housing stock in Maen Offeren, central Blaeoau Ffestiniog, 
with the railway in the foreground and Moelwyn Mawr with Llyn Stwlan dam in the background. 
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02 Cwm Teigl (PRN 18202) 

Historic background 

An area bounded to the south-east by the Afon Teigl, which includes the enclosures on the lower 
slopes of M a nod Mawr down to the better agricu ltural land around Pengwern , this is one of only 
three or four areas within the srudy whose dominant characteristic is agricu ltural (see also 24. 26 
and 27). Jt lies to the south and south-east of Blaenau Ffestiniog and defines the outer edge of 
tbe study. 

The Meirioneth Lay Subsidy Roll shows that Ffesmiog parish was the poorest in Meirioneth in 
the late 131

h century (irs miserably low taxable capacity was 6 shillings per thousand acres, 
compared with £7 for Penrhyndeudraeth, the richest parish), and it was also 'the most backward 
area in the whole parish, the least inhabited and the poorest'. So it is not su rprising that there 
was probably no developed medieval agricu lture, and few remains in the landscape which date 
from this period. There are s light remains of probable-prehistoric settlement here, but no 
obvious contemporary field patterns. 

It is an area owned in the early nineteenth century partly by the Tan y Maned estate, a fact which 
shows in the consistent design and appearance of some of the farm buildings. A number of the 
farms were subsequently taken over by quarryrnen or, more often. at that stage stewards and 
managers. However, it still retains an atmosphere of farming, rather than the mixed-economy 
settlement of slate-quarrying areas in Caernarfonshire 

Key flistoric lmulscape characteristics 

Early 1 9'11
- c~:nlwJ•fie/d systems. stone farmsteads. copses 

The fields are, in the main, large irregular pasture enclosures which are defined by large and 
often impressive stone walls (although there are post and wire fences in some areas). The 
farmsteads are widely scattered at the end of single tracks (there are few roads), but are 
nevertheless substantial stone-built structures (usually double-fronted and two-stOreyed) 
surrounded by farmsteads which contain a ranoe of stone outbuildings, usually in a loose 
cou11yard arrangement. They are almost all 19~ cenrury in date, with many 20111 century additions 
(which often includes the usual roof) of grey-painted corrugated iron. While there arc clumps 
and hedgerows of trees within the area, there are no substantial woodlands as there arc further 
west. 

Conservation priorities ami m anageme111 

Preservation of the open, agricultural character of the area is a priority: this would include the 
character of the distinctive farmsteads, as well as the field walls and field patterns. The area lies 
half within. and half outside, tbe Snowdonia National Park (with no obvious change of character 
either side of the line). 
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02 CwmTeigl 
View of the landscape in the upper part of Cwm Teigl, showing a largely agricultural landscape with large, 
irregular fields defined by stone walls and lines of trees, with the stone-built scattered farmsteads closely 
clustered and often protected by windbreaks. 
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03 Ffestin iog Ra ilway (PRN 18203) 

Historic background 

A 2' gauge horse- and gravity-worked railway opened in 1836 to transport slate from Blaenau 
Ffestiniog to the sea at Po1ihrnadog, which between I 863 and 1872 led the way in adopting 
locomotive traction, passenger services, and articulated locomotives and rolling stock. Its 
fortunes declined with those of the slate industry, and closure came in 1946. It was revived when 
an enthusiast group gained control of the company in 1954. and was thereafter rebuilt in stages 
until Blaenau was reached in 1982. This involved construction ofa new length ofrailway 
between Dduallt and Tan y Grisiau, as the old course was flooded by the construction of the 
pumped storage scheme. 

The Festin iog rai lway, in the period 1863 to 1872, not only demonstrated how the civil 
engineering of the un improved horse tramway cou ld be taken forward into the age of steam 
and thereby provided a cheap and effective method of transport for the Bri tish emp ire, the USA 
and beyond - bur also proved the practica lity of articulated locomotives and roll ing stock such as 
are now standard world-wide. Much of its Victorian infrastructure survived not only the period 
of closure from 1946 to 1955, but also the over-enthusiastic modernisation of the railway in the 
1960s and 1970s by its present management. The railway now supports a Heritage Group which 
dedicates irselfro rhe preservation or reconstrucrion oftraditional civil engineering features of 
the railway, such as semaphore signalling, as well as rolling stock. 

Key historic lamlscape churacteristics 

19'11-centllly narrow gauge railway and infra.\·l!·uc/ure 

The civi l engineering of the railway reflects its bi nh as a 'hybrid' rai lway, between the primitive 
purely industrial railway and the modem public railway. The sinuous course is typical of an 
early J91h-cenrury Welsh tramroad, and the use of large srone-buill embankments is paralleled in 
other conremporary railways. The consrn1ction of the spiral route at Ddualh derives from the 
practice of railways such as the Darjeeling-Himalayan railway in India, now a World Heritage 
Site, itself directly inspired by Ffestiniog practice. The section of line between SH 6789 4220 
and SH 6824 4496 is emirely new build of the late rwenrieth century. 

Late 19111-centu ry station buildings and other in frast ructure survive at Por1hmadog (SH 57 12 
3840- the stat ion is shown on the photograph). Minffordd (SH 6004 3856), Penrhyndcudraeth 
(SH 6129 3951) and Tan y Bwlch (S H 6499 4156). Elsewhere, origina l structures have been 
replaced by modem ones. The extensive nineteenth century locomotive works at Boston Lodge, 
at the eastern end of the Cob, remain in use and are listed almost in their entirety. 

The railway's impact on the development of the historic landscape of the Glaslyn-Ffestiniog axis 
has been profound. The Tan y Grisiau to Rhiwbryfdir section (SH 6824 4496 - 6902 4550) is a 
rare surviving example of an early industrial community built around a railway. 

Conservation priorities a11tf managemellf 

Many historical fea tures were demolished by the railway between the 1960s and 80s in response 
to the pressure or running a major visitor attraction with 19111-century technology and partly 
volunteer. However, this seems no longer to be the case. The most effective conservation tool 
would be constructive liaison with FR management and with FR Heritage Group to preserve the 
remaining 19111-century historical character of the railway. Most of the line lies within 
Snowdonia Narional Park. 
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03 Ffestiniog Railway 
The station at the Porthmadog terminus of the Ffestiniog Railway now run as a commercial enterprise and one 
of the main tourist attractions in the area. 
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04 Tan-yr-AIIt (PR.t~ 18204) 

Historic background 

An eighteenth-century farmhouse transformed by William Alexander Madocks into the first 
Regency house in north-west Wales. The site was chosen chieny for the view and in order to 
accommodate the larger house the hillside behind was cut back, leaving an exposed rock face. 
Stables and outbuildings are a short distance to the west. 

Madoeks, who bought the property in 1798, was a philanthropist and the focus of a circle of 
'Romantic' philosophers and literary figures. He was responsible for building the Cob at 
Porthmadog and draining the Traeth Mawr as well as building the model town ofTremadog. 
Madocks' circle of friends included Sheridan, Thomas Love Peacock and Shelley, the last of 
whom rented Tan-yr-AI It fi-orn 1812 to 1816 and wrote Queen Mab while living there. Peacock 
based his satire Headlong Hall on Tan-yr-A llt and Madocks and his friends . 

After Madocks the house belonged to the Greaves fami ly, owners of slate quarries at Blaenau 
Ffest iniog, and until recently it was a Steiner school. 

Key historic landscape cJwraclerisrics 

£urly/ 9th-century wooded park. ornamental garden and residence 

fhe ancient woodland on the hillside above the house (now a SSS!) would have been one of the 
at1ractions of the site as far as Madocks was concerned. He added trees to both woods and 
garden; being especially fond of beech he created pockets of chalky clay to help them thrive. 
lie also experimented with moving large. mature trees. Many of his trees survive, by now 
superb specimens. 

The garden, on a steeply sloping site. is infom1al in character, blending into a small area of 
parkland to the south. lt consists mainly oflawns and areas planted with specimen trees; near 
the house there are rhododendrons and other shrubs, and there is a small fom1al pool at the foot 
of the sloping lawn in front of the house. The garden also contains a memorial to Shelley. 

The long cast drive has surviving infonnal plantings, including many good trees, and the small 
stream which crosses bas artific ial pools and waterfalls wh ich create artractive sights and sounds. 
There is a lodge at the end of this drive, also built by Madocks. 

The kitchen garden, la id out by Madocks, was important to him. The walls survive in good 
condition and there is a large (empty) water tank in the north-west corner, more recently used for 
swimming. So il was brought up from the Cob during its construction to improve the garden's 
naturally thin soi l. 

The garden was neglected after Madocks' time but brought back into use and product iveness by 
the Steiner school. Some plantings survive from before the period of neglect and show that 
ornamental plants and fruit were grown as well as vegetables. a tradition that has been continued. 
The path layout appears to be original and the bases of cold frames survive; it seems that there 
was never a large area of glass. 

Conservation priorities and management 

Tan-yr-A lit is included in the Cadw Register of Landscapes. Parks and Gardens of Special 
ll is10ric Interest in Wales Part I: Parks and Gardens as PGW(Gd) 18 (GWY), where it is listed 
grade I I (p 296). The house is also a listed building, grade 11 *. Most of the garden is designated 
as a Site of Special Scientific Interest. Liaison with the Welsh Historic Gardens Trust and 
Countryside Council for Wales is recommended for fu ture management. After 1985 the house 
fu nctioned as the Snowdonia Steiner Schooi/Ysgol Steiner Eryri, but this has recently closed 

The area lies outside rhe Snowdonia National Park. 
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04 Tan yr Allt 
View of Madocks 's house built in 1800 at the foot of the Tremadoc cliffs, surrounded by the contemporary 
trees in his Romantic garden 
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05 Plas Tan y Bwlch (PRN 18205) 

Historic background 

The first house on the site was probably built by Robe11 Griffith in about 174 8, as successor to a 
house on another, but nearby, site, possibly where the Oakeley Arms is now located. The new 
site was undoubted ly chosen for its tine view over Maemwrog and the Vale of Ffestiniog. The 
present house incorporates some parts of the eighteenth-century house but was rebuilt, much 
larger, in the late nineteenth century. 

The estate was earlier referred to as Bwlch Coed Dyffryn. It was owned from 1789 by the 
Oakeley family, whose property formed the largest estate within the srudy area, and who also 
owned r.he slate quarries on R.hiwbryfdir farm at Blaenau Ffestiniog. The present house was 
built by William Edward Oakeley, out of the proceeds from the quarries, and despite the 
restricted site had extensive outbuildings including a separate servants' block and a salt-water 
sw imming poo l, the water for wh ich was brought up on the train from PorthnHtdog. Elsewhere 
on the estate are lodges, a dower house, farm buildings, sawmill, sm ithy, game larder and a 
laundry cottage. 

The first William Oakeley, who came into possession of Tan y Bwlch by marrying the heiress, 
Margaret Griftith, spent a great deal of money on improving the estate and also drained the Vale 
ofFfestiniog and built embankments along the Afon Dwyryd (for which he received a gold 
medal from the Society of Arts in 1797). His heirs continued to improved the estate until the 
money ran out early in the 201

" century. and continued to live there until 1962. when the house 
and grounds were sold to a businessman who proposed to develop it as a country club and 
holiday village, but only 9 of the planned 40 cha lets were built before it was sold again, in 1968, 
to the Snowdonia National Park. Jt is now run as a study centre. 

Key historic landscape characteristics 

18'11-centwy gardens and residence 

There is a very extensive designed landscape. parts at least of which may date from the early 
eighteenth century, incorporating large areas of originally natural woodland. West, south and 
south-east of the house is extensive parkland or semi-parkland with many specimen trees and 
copses, including a small folly or eye-catcher on an artificial mound and a boathouse on the 
river. To the north and north-east lie a deer park, woodland and an artificial lake; although 
originally natura l, the woodland has had many exotic trees added, and is also traversed by the 
Ffestiniog rai lway (there was a private station for the house). The small valley and stream 
running down from the lake to cross the east drive have received many artificial improvements. 
There is fw1hcr woodland on the south side ofthe Vale ofFfestiniog, and the deer park has 
relatively recent!) been planted over with conifers. 

The parkland near the Oakeley Arms may date from early in the eighteenth century, if the earlier 
house was here. The later parkland is similar in style, and improvements to the area above the 
house and the north-east and (former) north approaches began to be made late in the eighteenth 
century, in the ' Romantic' style then in vogue. Nineteenth-century developments in this area 
carried on the theme, con forming strongly to a later nineteenth-century notion of the 
' Picturesque'. 

The main feature of the garden is the long terrace on the south-east side of the house, which 
extends well beyond the house to the north-east. Below this are steeply sloping lawns which 
were at one time laid out with extensive bedding schemes bur now have two modem informal 
ponds; groups of shrubs and specimen trees blend into more wooded areas at the edges. The 
kitchen garden, now a car park, is at the extreme south-west of the garden. 

The buildings on the estate preserve their 19111-cen tury character. The Plas itself has been linle 
altered by its conversion to a study centre. though a cast-iron verandah on the ground floor has 
been enclosed to tu m it into a bar. The gate lodges, the drives and their appu11cnances - gates 
aod fences - preserve their 19'h-century character. 
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fhe stone for the buildings and embanl.:ed roads appears to have come from Oakeley's own 
quarry at Gelli Grin, on the opposite side of the Owyryd (see also the Oakeley estate buildings in 
area 29). 

Conservation priorities amlmnnagemenl 

Plas Tan y Bwlch is included in the Cadw Register of Landscapes, Parks and Gardens of Special 
Historic Interest in Wales Part 1: Parks and Gardens as PGW{Gd) 31 (GWY), where it is listed 
grade 11* (p 274). The house and stables are also listed buildings. For future conservation of the 
19111-century character of the gardens and grounds. liaison with Plas Tan y Bwlch. which is 
currently running the site and is applying for Heritage Lottery Funds for garden restoration. and 
the Welsh Historic Gardens Trust is recommended. The area lies within the Snowdonia National 
Park. 
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05 Plas Tan y Bwlch 
Aerial view of the site, showing the 19th century house in its prominent position with the extensive parkland 
or semi-parkland with many specimen trees and copses surrounding and the long terrace on the south-east 
(front) side of the house. Below this are steeply sloping lawns which were at one time laid out with extensive 
bedding schemes but now have two modem informal ponds; groups of shrubs and specimen trees blend into 
more wooded areas at the edges. The kitchen garden, now a car park, is at the extreme south-west of the 
garden (to the left). 





06 Plas Brondanw (PRN 18206) 

/listoric background 

A dwelling, probably of the seventeenth century. v.ith many later additions, originally two 
stories high, now three stories. to which a tower was added in 1937, and the whole rebuilt in 
character after a fire in 1951. The plas is the family home of the Williamses, forbears of the 
Williams-Eilis family, and came to the possession of the Ellises, along with the additional 
surname, in 1807. By the early rv,rentieth century, it had been divided up into separdte lodgings, 
and was only restored to use as a family home by Clough Williams-Eilis. He set out the present 
gardens and continued to make minor alterations to the house until the late 1960s. 

Key historic landscape cltaracteristics 

sub-medieval dwelling and 20111-cemwy gardens. 

fhe small park belonging to Plas Brondanw, on the north-west-facing slopes on the edge of the 
rec laimed Traeth Mawr, may perhaps be contemporary with the original house. The core area. 
most ly to the south-west and west of the house, was made into a garden by Clough Williams
Ellis from 1908 onwards. The st) le is strongly architectural, with tall hedges, statuary, fonna l 
ponds and straight axes focused on distant views, famous ly that of Cnicht, to the north-east. 

An area to the south of the house. including a former quarry. was developed in a less formaJ 
style. The quarry itself was made into a water feature. and above it, at a viewpoint looking down 
into it, is a memorial to the fire of 1951. On top ofthe hill is a look-out tower which was a 
wedding present to the Williams-Eilises in 1915 from Clough's brother officers in the Welsh 
Guards. The planting in this area is mainly of deciduous rrees, with some shrubs. 

rhe garden and this wooded area contain many typical Williams-EIIis features, particularly in a 
theatrical style, mostly painted in the distinctive light blue used throughout the Williams-EIIis 
(Portmeirion) estate. There are also buildings, both within the garden (an orangery) and 
associated with it (a gatehouse to the south-west), and beyond it (war memorial and other 
buildings in Garreg), which Lake the distinctive Williams-EIIis style out into the wider estate. 

Conservation priorities ami management 

Plas Brondanw is inc luded in the Cadw Register of Landscapes, Parks and Gardens of Special 
Historic Interest in Wales Part I: Parks and Gardens as PGW(Gd) 30 (GWY), where it is listed 
grade J (p 262). The house, cottages. coach house and most of the arch itectural structures within 
the garden area are Listed Buildings. Liaison with the Brondanw Estate and the Welsh Historic 
Gardens Trust is recommended for future management. This area also lies within the Snowdonia 
National Park. 

Historic landsc<l[le charactt:ri~ation (Vale of Ffestiniog) GJ657 Rcpon 422 page 4J 



06 Plas Brondanw 
Ground view looking towards Plas Brondanw, with the house to the right and the core area of the garden, 
created from 1908 onwards with its strongly architectural style, with tall hedges, statuary, formal ponds and 
straight axes focused on distant views, famously that of Cnicht, to the left. 
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07 Portmeirion 
An aerial view of the village ofPortmeirion in its wider landscape setting on the peninsula. The village is 
right on the shore, and in this area are mainly public gardens planted exuberantly with a wide range of plants 
and shrubs. The Piazza, in the middle of the village, has a large shallow, formal pool with formal gardens 
around it. and west of this is a pond of completely different character which dates from around 1850. On the 
steep slopes behind the village and leading down to the sea, natural vegetation mixes with planted elements in 
varying degrees. The much more extensive Gwyllt gardens lie to the top of the photograph. 
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08 Wern (PR.N 18208) 

Historic background 

There has been a house at Wem since at least the late medieval period, and the neighbouring 
Penmorfa parish church is likely to be an early foundation. The house belonged to the Wynns in 
the seventeenth century but was abandoned by them in the second half of the eighteenth century, 
and sold in 1800. There followed a long period during which the house was empty or rented out, 
until it was bought by Richard Methuen Greaves in 1886. In 1892 he had it enlarged and rebuilt 
by John Douglas. 

The terraces to the south of the house were built at two different times; the upper, in about 1895, 
by John Douglas and the lower, in 1902, by Thomas Mawson, who also designed the long walk 
and garden pav il ion. 

The house is now used as an old peop le's home bur the estate belongs to the Williams-EIIis 
family, to whom it was left by Greaves, who was childless. 

Key historic landscape characteristics 

post-medieval house, gardens, garden designer association 

The house is surrounded by a modest park, of which the part to the west, on rising ground, may 
date back to the eighteenth century or earl ier (see photograph). This part contains a wooded hill 
- the woods probably originally planted in the eighteenth century - with a derelict ' look-out 
lower' or fo lly. There is also a lake. The eastern part of the park is low-ly ing and marshy but 
has two circular copses, probably planted in the nineteenth cenn1ry, which arc s ited so as to 
break up the continuous line of the horizon. 

To the south-east of the house are the pleasure grounds, which are about half wilderness and 
shrubbery and half lawns with formal features. The wilderness is to the south and provides a 
screen for the road and railwa>: there are paths through it which are now overgrown, and a 
former drive, the entrance to which has recently been reopened. 

Between the wilderness and the south lawn is a tiny stream, which forms a water garden where it 
approaches the drive on the east The lawns are extensive and infonnal, endi ng at a ha-ha on the 
west. 

Crossing the full width of the garden is a fonnal walk with rose pergola and yew hedges, 
tetminating in a round garden with a fo1mal layout which contains a small garden pavilion. This 
was designed by Thomas Mawson; the plan is dated 190 I and the design for the pavilion I 903. 
North of this is an apsidallily pool also designed by Mawson. 

On the north lawn, close to the fonnal walk, are some specimen trees including a very large tulip 
tree. North of the no11h lawn are a shrubbery and overgrown rocker). 

A square kitchen garden to the nortJ1 of the house shown on Lhe 1839 tithe map may have 
occupied the site of the original garden be longing to the sixteenth or seventeenth-century house. 
When the house was enlarged in I 892 part of th is garden was taken up: what remained was 
turned over to g lasshouses and a new kitchen garden was laid out to the north-west. Both are 
now derelict and overgrown. 

Consen•ation priorities and management 

Wern is included in the Cadw Register of Landscapes, Parks and Gardens of Special Historic 
Interest in Wa les Part I: Parks and Gardens as PGW(Gd) 19 (GWY), where it is listed gTade n 
(p 308). Lia ison wilh the owners (the properly is currently an old peoples' home) as well as the 
Welsh Historic Gardens Trust is recommended for future management. This area lies outside the 
Snowdon ia Nat ional Park. 
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08 Wern 
Ground view looking towards the house which is surrounded by a modest park, of which the part to the west, 
on rising ground, may date back to the eighteenth century or earlier. This part contains a wooded hill - the 
woods probably originally planted in the eighteenth century. The eastern part of the park (in the foreground) 
is low-lying and marshy but has two circular copses, probably planted in the nineteenth century; one of which 
is on the right of this view. 
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09 Porthmadog harbour (PRN 18209) 

Historic background 

A deep-water harbour created as an unintended consequence of the building of the Cob in 1808-
1813, wh ich channelled the waters of the Glaslyn between Ynys y Towyn and the Green . The 
public quay (SH 5688 3838) dates from 1824, when the area came to be used for the 
transhipment of slate from river boats to ocean-going vessels instead of the exposed Ynys 
Cyngar to the east. Other harbours were constructed at Ynys y Tywyn and towards Borth y Gest 
until the 1870s, ra il-served after the constn1ction of the Ffestiniog Railway in l 836. A plan to 
develop Llyn Bach (SH 5720 3873 C - the area immediately upstream of the Britannia sluice 
bridge at SH 5707 384 7), into a harbour in 1851 did not materialise . 

As well as a major s late harbour, Porthmadog was also the site of a number of small shipyards 
which turned out the distinctive two-masted ' Western Ocean Yachts', and remained a stronghold 
of sail until the early twentieth century. The harbour saw li ttle use from I 940 onwards, and since 
the 1960s has been used almost exclusively by pleasure vesse ls. Maisonettes were constructed 
on a number of the wharves in the late 1960s. 

Key historic landscape characteristics 

19'11-century mineral harbour and ship~wrighting. 

The harbour is made up of a series of stone-built quays mak.ing use of large blocks probably 
quan·ied in the immediate vicinity. A number of buildings associated with the harbour's heyday 
survive, such as the sail loft, the seamen's mission and the substantial houses, offices and 
warehouses at Pen Cei (Cornhill), most of which are now listed and desctibed in detail in the 
listed bui lding entries. A number of developments have added to the harbour landscape- the 
maisonettes near the station at SH 5706 3829 and 5708 3845 won a Civic Trust Award in the 
1960s, and the Inland Revenue office on Ynys y Tywyn (SH 5722 3844). Some structures 
survive from the nineteenth century, such as the one remaining shed, which now houses the 
maritime museum, and Bron Guallt, built in J 895, the Oakeley Quarry shipping agent's house 
and office (also listed). 

Lewis's Island (SH 5704 379 1 C) is unusual in being formed entirely from ballast deposited by 
visiting ships; as such it tonns a unique geologica l site, made up of stones fi·om all parts o fthe 
world. 

Co.11servation priorities and management 

Preservation of the overall character ofrhe historic harbour landscape is required, along with the 
individual buildings, most of which are listed (the slate, Greaves' and New 'Wharves, the old 
harbour house (Greaves wharf house), the cottages on the wharf and several warehouses for 
example). Encouragement could be given to appropriate local heritage initiatives. in particular a 
proposed museum initiati ve to include the existing maritime museum in the harbour and the 
Welsh Highland Railway. Community involvement would bring added benefi t. The area lies 
outside the Snowdon1a National Park. 
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09 Porthmadog harbour 
View of the main part of the harbour with the public quay (opened in 1824) in the background and the 
warehouses at Pen Cei, along with some of the 19'b and 20'h century terraced housing. 
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10 Porthmadog (PRN 18210) 

Historic background 

The town of Porthmadog came into be ing as a consequence of the draining of the Traeth Mawr 
by William Alexander Madocks and the ttnintended creation of a harbour by the newly
channelled Afon Glaslyn where it passed through the sluice gates. lt is a town built partly on 
made-up land, partly on higher ground. 

A settlement of sorts was established by Madocks to house the navvies building the Cob in the 
period 1808 to 1813. The first pub lic wharves were built in l 825, and thereaf1er a series of 
wharves was built by individual quarry companies along the shore almost as far as Borth y Gest. 
The opening of the Festiniog Rai lway from the quanies to the sea in 1836largely brought about 
the end of the previous system of carting down to the quays along the Dwyryd, whence the slates 
were boated to Ynys Cyngar for transfer to sea-going vessels. 

Though the earliest trackway across the newly-reclaimed land wound its way to the east of the 
present High Street, by !841 at least this had been straightened out and was to be developed into 
the main commercial street of the tovm (see photograph), with a range of shop fro nts and public 
houses and post office, but still retaining the open green. At the same time, the mineral rai lway 
to Tremadoc, along which Madock Street was later to be built, was also in existem:e. These two 
tTansport axes bequeathed the town its distinctive diamond pattern street plan . Dwellings are 
evident on maps from as early as the 1830s, and developed over the next decades in part due to 
the management of the Tremadoc estate by the solicitor David Will iams. He founded the 
seamen 's mission on the quay (SH 5689 3829) in 1852 (now a yacht club). 

Unusually for a pon town , Porthmadog has never had much in the way of housing for dock
workers, nor did it ever acquire the underworld of brothe ls and seedy taverns which were to be 
found in sea-ports worldwide. In part, th is is because of the fact that Pmthmadog vessels were 
crewed aod captained by local men, and they had much of the share of the tTade. Architecturally 
it is dominated by substantial nineteenth-century dwellings erected for the loca l middle classes
not only the captains but also the shipping agents, administrators, lawyers, quarry of-fic ials. 
These preserve many distinctive features . The overall conception is Regency, even when the 
buildings are much later in date, and a very common feature is the pattern of ornamental drip 
mouldings. Since the end of the slate trade, Porthmadog has become an attractive option for the 
comparatively wealthy yachting fratern ity, apparent in the construction of the unattractive 
maisonettes on the quays in the 1960s. 

Key historic landscape characteristics 

J 9'h -centwy port town 

As a newly-built port town of the nineteenth century, Portbmadog never developed the seedy 
underworld of brothels and bars, and is characterised by broad, well laid-out sn·eets, substantial 
houses and large chapels. High Street (SH 5705 3849 - SH 567 I 3885) is dominated by 
substantia l commercial premises, nearly all of 19'h-centW)' build, Garth Road (SH 5675 3856-
SH 5684 3814) by the distinctive double-fronted captain's houses, often wi th a distinctive 
pattern of drip-mou lding over the doors and WLndows. Madock Street (SH 5705 3849 - 5693 
390 I) and the streets wh ich run between iL and High SLTeet, make up the bulk of the smaller 
housing, nearly all two-up-two-down housing. However. little remains of the industrial area 
wh ich once flourished to the north and east of the town, and which included foundries , t imber 
saw mills, slate-works, soda-pop plant, a gasworks and a flour mi ll. The High Street continues 
to be the commercial heart of the town, with recent developments particularly at the esatern end 
near the Cob, and there is an interesting conlTast in social terms between the small, sq uat 
terraced houses on the '!eve I' leading off the High Street, and the altogether grander 3/4 storeyd 
houses on the hi ll overlooking the town and out to Glaslyn . 

A considerable number ofsn-uctures survive from Porthmadog's days as a port. The 
development of harbour faci li ties is reflected in a surviving sail-loft. and in a surviving fragment 
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of the Glaslyn fo undry incorporated into the Co-op supem1 arket. The G laslyn foundry buildings 
were demolished in the 1960s to make way for the Inland Revenue office, an unattract ive 
exercise in office block standard. Griffi th W ill iams 's school of navigation survives at SH 5685 
3844, amongstthe substantial warehouses at G ris iau Mawr, situated in the loft of Corn hill 
Pencei, above Casson's bank. Visible evidence of the area' s cultural contacts with the wider 
world is to be found in the names ofPonhmadog pubs such as the Australia and The Ship 
Launch (where the launchings of new sh ips were posted). 

Conservation priorities and management 

There are many listed buildings in the town, includi ng the commi ll, Glaslyn fou ndry, Garth 
Lodge, Morfa Lodge, Brecon House and G reenways, Plas Ynys Tywyn, Salem Chapel, Eglwys 
Bresbyteriadd Cymru y Garth, no.s 1, 3, 5 and 7 High Street and most of Cornl1ill (houses and 
warehouses) and Britannia Place. Preservation of the dist inct ive local archi tectural id iom should 
be a priority, along wi th conservation of the Victorian character of the town and of individual 
shop-fronts . The bui lding of large new buildings on the maLn streets Ln particu lar should be 
resisted, and instead adaptive re-use of 19d'-century architecture, for instance the chapels, sho uld 
be encouraged. 

T he area lies outs ide the Snowdonia National Park. 
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10 Porthrnadog 
A view of some of the shops (and a pub) along the north side of the High Street, which was laid out in the 
1830s. Some shops retain original facades, while others have been modernised. 
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11 Croesor (PRN 18211) 

Historic background 

The small village ofCroesor is a 19'"-century quarry village situated on the course of rhe 1 8~'
century turnpike from Tan y Bwlch to Nanmor. It developed mainly to house quarrymen who 
worked in the Rhosydd and Croesor quarries. The Croesor quany first opened abour 1856. 
After a troubled start. Moses Kellow, the quarTy's last manager, took it in hand in I 895; it was 
then efficiently worked as a consolidated holding with the Pare Quarry until its closure in 1930. 
Moses Kellow was considered a fear less innovator. lt was he who devised much ofthe 
machinery used in the quarry. He was also responsible for installing electricity there and in his 
home, when the large-scale 350kw hydro-electric plant was opened in 1904. 

Between 1865 and 1930, 2,000 tons of slate were produced each year. Slate was prepared for 
several purposes - billiard table tops were made in the Pare Quarry, together with chimney slabs, 
gravestones, flooring slabs, lintels and omamentaJ products. The fi nal product was initially 
carted to the Ffestiniog Railway at Penrbyndeudraeth, but after 1864 it was taken down to 
Croesor Tramway, pan of which may still be walked, using the incline. Another spectacular 
incline may be seen at the top of Cwm Croesor - the Rhosydd inc line, This was used to carry 
goods up and down from the Quarry. Men also travelled on the incline although the managers 
strictly fo rbade it. 

The vi llage was developed by Hugh Beaver Roberts, owner of the Croesor estate, as part oflhe 
plan to develop the area' s mineral resources. Jt is like ly that much of the vil lage dates from the 
mid-1860s, when the tramway was laid along the va lley, though there are some later l91h-century 
houses. 

Bob Owen Croesor ( 1885- I 962), a well-known native of Llanfrothen, was in turn a frum worker 
and shepherd, a clerk at the Pare and Croesor Quarry under Moses KeJJow, a worker at the Rural 
Council Offices and a lecturer with the Workers' Ed ucation Assoc iation. He took great interest 
in genealogy in Wales, collecting rare books and copying parish records, and became an expert 
on the history of the Quakers. At his home, Ael y Bryn, next door to the chapel. he collected an 
enormous library of books. papers and manuscripts, and Americans visited him for help in 
tracing their ancestry. He was awru·ded an MA by the Universjty of Wales, and an OBE, for his 
contribution to his country's culture. 

Key historic lantfscupe clwracleristics 

19'11-century slate quany village, tramway 

Croesor is a small settlement of a number of houses, a chapel and a school. The use of large 
coursed stones fi·om quruTies within the immed iate vicinity is a feature of the village. The 
buildings are substantial, with many of the houses being t·wo-storey, short terraces set parallel to 
the steep hill-slope and all looking out to the south-east. With their large windows, they could 
certain ly not be described as cotrgaes but as lareg teneced houses. There are a few 20 1~ century 
bu ildings in the vi llage, and a few outlyers between the core and the main road down to Garreg, 
which passes over a well-constructed pan-stone, part-s late bridge. The cou rse of the old Croesor 
tramway. which was responsible fo r the growth of the settlement, with a superb slate fence along 
one side for much of its course, runs through the bottom of the settlement next to the river, and 
can, in large part, be walked. 

Conservation pdorilies ami management 

The local community is very well aware of its heritage, though no fonnal group is in existence. 
A new car park has recen tly been built as the starting poin t for a walk either up Cnicht or to the 
Rhosydd quarry, and there is an information board here. Despite some recent additions. the 
essence of the settlemen t remains unspoiled. The area lies within the Snowdon ia National Park. 
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11 Croesor 
View of part of the village, showing the chapel and Bob Owen's house (Ael-y-Bryn) next door, and the 
characteristic style of substantial stone-built houses. 
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12 Cwm Croesor & Rhosydd slate quarries and incline system 

llistoric background 

A mountain pass between Croesor and the vale of Ffestiniog which has been very extensively 
exploited for slate, largely in underground work ings though some open pits were also opened. 
The main sites are Croesor Quarry, Rhosydd QuarTy, Wrysgan Quarry and Cwmorthin Quany 
Detailed histories and archaeologica l studies have been published of Rhosydd and Cwmorthin. 
Operations continued intermittently from the 1820s to the 1990s; all are currently inactive. 

The history of the quarry and its principal fearures have been described in detail by Lewis and 
Denton ( 1974). In addition, the slate quarrying landscapes of Blaenau Ffestiniog have been 
studied in considerable detail by GAT, funded by Cadw, and detailed descriptions of individual 
quatTies (and their history) are to be found in the reports listed in section I 0.3 of the 
bibliography. 

Key historic lanrlscupe characteristics 

19'11
- century slate quarries and incline system 

A range of slate quarries which preserve the characrcristic elements of working in the 
Ordovician rock of Merioneth. Rhosydd in particularly as an industrial landscape preserves all 
the elements of slate exploitation, beginning with outcrop working, pit working and underground 
galleries. The comparative remoteness of the sites has left many landscape elements 
comparatively undisturbed, including water-catchment systems such as the sycnite dam (SI-I 
6541 4663) wh ich powered the Blaen y Cwm power station . now in reuse. The quarry transport 
systems large ly survive, and include not only the unusual 'Jacob's ladder' incline (SH 6577 4643 
- 6537 4608) serving Rhosydd (a Scheduled Ancient Monument) but also the earlier mule 
tracks, cart-road systems and contour railways. The Wrysgan quarry incline and its tunnel above 
Tan y Grisiau (SH 6781 4549) are spectacular landscape features. 

Conservation priorities and management 

The slate quanying landscapes of Gwynedd have been studted tn considerable detail by GAT, 
funded by Cadw (see section I 0.3 of the bibl iography), and most of the features considered to be 
of national important importance (such as the Rhosydd incline) have s ince been scheduled. 
These reports contain detailed conservation and management recommendations. Liason with the 
Industrial Archaeology courses held regu larly at Plas Tan y Bwlch would con tinue to be usefu l 
as would ongoing discussions with Fforwm Tan y Bwlch and First Hydro (re. the power station). 
The area has been subject to a planning application for re-starting quaJT) ing, bur this was 
rejected and looks unlikely to be raised again. The area is particular!) popular with walkers, and 
some fonn of information could be provided to infom1 the public and thus discourage damage. 
This area lies partly within and partly without the Snowdonia National Park. 
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12 Cwm Croesor & Rhosydd slate quarries and incline system 
This aerial view of the central part ofRhosydd quarry shows its remote and precarious location at the top of 
Cwm Croesor. 
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13 Blaenau Ffestiniog slate quarries (PRN 18213) 

Historic background 

Slate quarries, owned variously by the Oakeley, Newborough and Gell i estates, the first of which 
was opened at Diffwys c. 1760, but which were only intensively capital ised with the arrival of 
Wil liam Turner at Diffwys in 1800, of Samuel Ho lland in I 82 I and with the re-opening of 
Chwarel Lord in 1823. The industry con tin ued to expand to the turn of the nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries, and has largely contracted ever since. The former Oakeley Quarry. now 
worked as the Ffcstiniog Slate Quarry, remains in active production. Some extraction continues 
at Llechwcdd (Greaves Welsh Slate) and at Graig Odu. The former underground workings at 
Llechwcdd have been opened as a visitor attraction since 1962. 

The slate quarrying landscapes of Blaenau Ffestiniog have been studied in considerable detail by 
GAT, funded by Cadw, and detailed descriptions of individual quarries (and their history) are to 
be found in the repot1s listed in section 10.3 of the bibliography. 

Key historic landscape characteristics 

J9'h -century industrtal sites 

The whole area around the northern edge of Blaenau Ffestiniog is an extensive industrial 
landscape. The two main quarries, which have seen little active production since the mid-20'h 
century. Oiffwys and Votty and Bowydd, survive as relict landscapes in the1r own rights. They 
preserve a number of features identified in stud ies grant-aided by Cadw (see above) and those 
can·ied out by Plas Tan y Bwlch. Maenofteren Quarry is an unusual survivor in that it has only 
recently passed ou t of use (and may be rev ived) bu t has never been modernised. and continued to 
use its uphau lagc incline, railway system and traditiona l slate mill. lt is believed that all the 
equipment Stlrvivcs, though its condition is li kely to have deteriorated. Many of the features on 
this site have been listed and a number scheduled. 

The former Oakcley site. now trading as the Ffestiniog Slate Quarry under the management of 
Alfred McAipine Slate Products, preserves many features dating to the 1850s and earlier. These 
are mostly concentrated on the southern part of the site, away from present workings. Llechwedd 
Quarry has recently demolished a range of nineteenth century structures, though others have 
been preserved as pan of the Quarry Tours complex. 

Conservation priorities am/ management 

The slate quarrying landscapes of Gwynedd have been studied in considerable detail by GAT, 
funded by Cadw (see section I 0.3 of the bibliography), and most of the features considered to be 
of national 1mponant imponance (such as the Rhosydd incline) have since been scheduled. 
These reports contain detailed conservation and management recommendations. Liason wid1 the 
Industrial Archaeology courses held regularly at Plas Tan y Bwlch would continue to be useful 
as would ongoing discussions with Fforwm Tan y Bwlch, locaJ authorities and quarry managers. 
Some areas may be subject to planning application for re-starting quarrying in the future. There 
should be an assumption in favour of the preservation of remaining 19111-century quarry 
structures. Projects to process slate waste should be monitored. The area lies outside the 
Snowdonia National Park. 
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13 Blaenau Ffestiniog slate quarries 
The massive slate quarry tips really dominate the town, none more so than that belonging to the Oakeley 
quarry with its prominent incline. 
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14 Glaslyn estuary- reclaimed land (PRN 18214) 

Historic background 

Land assigned to William Alexander Madocks as part of the enclosure act of I 803, and drained 
by him as part of the process of building the various embankments. It is not clear what areas 
were drained by the earlier and smaller embankments, but the whole area was drained by the 
creation of the Cob, finally completed in I 813. Farms were created on the drained areas. and the 
area has been crossed by various industrial and public railways since 1842. Currently both the 
Pwllheli branch of Regional Railways and one arm of the revived Welsh Highland Rajlway 
operate within the area. 

The story of the building of the Cob, and the reclamation of the traeth is described in 
considerable deta il byE Beazley in her book 'Madocks & the wonder of Wales'. 

Key historic landscape cllllracterisrics 

19'"-cenlliiJ' reclaimed land 

A nac area, though there are some outcrops which would have been islands pre-1813 , and wh ich 
may have supplied rock for the embankments as well as producing in one case ironstone and 
other minerals. The lanes across the reclaimed areas tend to be long and straight. Farmhouses are 
largely modem and concrete-built. though the farm-buildings themselves are often of 191

h

century build. with walls of rounded local stone. Fields are regular in shape (due to the need for 
drainage ditches), but boundaries are a surprising mixture of stone walls, earth banks and post
and-wire fences. 

Both standard- and narrow-gauge rill! ways run through the area. and it is proposed that the 
Welsh llighland Railway from Caemarfon be extended ro jo1n on to existing Welsh Highland 
Railway along the 1920s track bed in a number of years' time. A substantial extension to the 
existing railway museum at SH 5734 3960 is also proposed. 

Conservation priorities and m anagement 

A priority must be the preservation ofthe open character of the area, to include preservatjon of 
surviving traditional fa tm buildings and field boundaries. Liaison with the Welsh High land 
Rai I way over implications of proposed development might be beneficial. Most of th is area lies 
~1 ut side the Snowdonia National Park. 
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14 Glaslyn estuary- reclaimed land 
This aerial view shows part of the vast extent of reclaimed land formed by the building of the Cob in the 
foreground, with Porthmadog to the left, the Boston Works of the Festiniog Railway at the other end. In the 
centre right is the Minffordd quarry, with area 27 at the right edge of the photograph. 
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15 Woodland around Hafod Garegog (PRN 18215) 

Historic background 

This small area at the top of the area of reclaimed Traeth and at the former mouth of the Afon 
Glaslyn. contains a number of small. but significant sub-medieval buildings and is characterised 
by ancient oak woodland growing on small rocky knolls. 

Hafod Garregog was owned from the fifteenth century to the eighteemh cemury by R.hys Goch 
£ryri and his descendants. John Wyn Hughes, the last of the family to hold 1-lafod Garregog, 
married an illegitimate under-age child, as a result of which the marriage was declared void and 
the estate went to cousins, the Priestley family, of Leeds. Hafod Garregog appears in the Land 
tax assessment, from 1771 to 1775, and a Mr. Hughes is indicated as resident in these years; 
thereafter the owning family is shown as receiving the parish tithes. 

The area has an interesting woodland history and character. rn fom1ation on the sale of timber is 
scanty. In the 1760s Drws y Coed mine paid £2 13/- for ao axle for the stamp mill , implying that 
it was known as a source of timber, but as is often the case with comparatively small estates and 
freeholds. the documentary evidence does not survive. lmmediately adjacent to Hafod Garregog 
is Tafam Telymi, or Talymi. near to which. according to tradition. sailors used to land until the 
building of the cob. lt is therefore an obvious location for goods to be loaded, and timber might 
also have been used to build small vessels. 

Key historic ltuul:Jcape clltlracteristics 

Sub-medieval houses, coflage, woods, paths, islands 

The present house of Hafod Garegog is two-storeyed and rubble-built with a central block of c. 
1600 with 181

h century additions. The site altogether includes the house, a water mill. a cottage 
and a barn, all of the l71

h century, and some late farm buildings. Nearby is a trackway known as 
Llwybr R.hys Goch, which leads to an old bridge. Other buildings in the vicinity include Talymi 
(see above). also 17'h century, and two conages, Cefn Coch and Pen y Bont 

The woodland occup ies low rocky hills and ridges bordering the once estuarine nats of the Afon 
Glaslyn. [(has a canopy mainly of sessile oak with birch as sub-dom inan t, rowan and a few 
beech. The undcrstorey is generally sparse and mainly of holly and hazel llollows ,.vithin the 
area interrupt the woodland canopy, with pockets of acidic wet land. the largest of these forming 
the substantial oligotrophic lake, Hafod y Llyn. There are historical reasons for supposing this to 
be ao area long under continuous woodland cover; most western oakwoods of this type occur on 
steeper ground. Regeneration is rather weak. 

Conservation priorities tmd mtmagemeur 

Much of the area has recently been surveyed by GAT (wi th an ecologist), at the request of the 
forestry Commission. The full report is GAT unpub lished repot1441 which is lodged in the 
SMR. Many of the buildings (including Hafod Garcgog) are listed. Preservation of the 
woodland (in pan an SSSI) is another priority, and so there is scope for co-operation between 
several bodies and agencies (Cadw. CCW and Forestry Commission). Most of this area lies 
outside the Snowdonia National Park. 
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15 Woodland around Hafod Garegog 
The important oak woodland at the bottom of Aberglaslyn is shown in the centre of this view. 
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16 Upper slopes of the Moelwyn range (PRN 18216) 

Historic background 

This is a large, remote and inhospitable upland area, which incl udes several high peaks, notably 
Manod Mawr, Manod Bach and Moelwyn Mawr. There are the remains of 19111 and 201h century 
slate quanies (for example Fron-boeth quarTy on the south-western slopes of Moelwyn Mawr
see photograph) and associated infrastructure (such as engine houses, inclines and tracks) around 
the base of all of the mountains, as well as some large enclosure walls, but beyond these there 
are virtually no indications ofpennanent settlement or attempts at subsistence. 

Key historic landscape characteristics 

Unenclosed mountain, traces ofquarrying 

The area is chiefly characterised by havi.ng almost no significant features of historic occupation 
or exploitation, beyong traces of quarrying and some enc losure walls. 

Conservation priorities amlmrmagement 

Some of the area lies within, and some outside, Snowdonia Nationa l Park. Preservation of the 
open, bleak, untamed character of the area must be the priority. The slate quarrying remains can 
probably be large ly left to ben ign neglect. Significant featu res have already been identified and 
schedu led (see above - recommendations for areas 12 and 13 ). 
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16 Upper slopes of the Moelwyn range 
View across to Moelwyn Mawr, showing the bleak mountain top and the intricate network of slate quarry 
workings and inclines around its base. 
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17 Llyn Stwlan/Liyn Ystradau industrial area (PRN 18217) 

Historic backgrouurl 

An area which was developed initially particularly in Lhe mid-19'" cenrury for slate and later on 
for zinc and setts (see caption for photograph). The Ffestiniog pumped storage scheme which 
dominates this character area was the first such in Britain: work began in 1957 and was 
completed in 1963. The upper reservoir was formed by enlarging Llyn Srwlan by a concreate 
dam, and the lower (1033ft below) was created b) damming the A fon Ystradau near the satellite 
village ofTan-y-Grisiau. Two vertical shaftes inside Moelwyn link the two to allow the system 
to work. The power station, on the west side of the reservoir, is of stell-framed construction 
faced with local stone, and was probably the largest stone bui lding to be constructed in Wales 
since the times of Edward I. Care was taken with landscaping: the spoil from the upper dam was 
placed in the reservoir, and the face of the lower dam is covered by rocks from the excavation 

Key historic landscape clumtcleristics 

19'11
" and 20'11-cemwy indusrria/landscape 

The area has been quarried for slate (principally at Moelwyn (SI I 66 1442), with outlying 
quarTies at Bwlch Stwlan (SH 656442) and Chwarel Twm Ffe1tiwr (SH 671446), and a quarry 
for setts at Brookes' QuarTy (SH68 1439). The sites of these quarries are evident, but none has 
bequeathed a significant landscape impact (again, see photograph), though the rake of inclines 
from the slate quarry to the Ffestiniog Railway is an impressive feature. 

The pumped storage scheme, however. has had a significant landscape impact, involving a 
substanrial dam at Llyn Ystradau and a very high dam, Llyn Stwlan (SH 6661 4440), vrsible 
from miles away (ironically, particularly from the A470 when travelling north past Trawsfynydd 
power station) despite everything. The power station on the lower lake has been described as 'an 
exercise in 1960s brutalism'. From the air, the articicial1akes are also dominant landscape 
features. A heavily-engineered road leads from here to the upper dam. 

Conservatin11 priorilies am/ management 

It is understood that the pumpe.d storage scheme wrll functron for the forseeab le fut ure. 
Attempts to amel iorate the landscape impact of the dams have already been made, and the power 
station is not wide ly visible. Interestingly, li ke Trawsfynydd, this area lies within the Snowdonia 
National Park (and post-dates its designation). 
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17 Llyn Stwlan/Llyn Y stradau industrial area 
View of (the lower) Llyn Y stradau reservoir, with the dam on the left and the power station (opened in 1957) 
on the right-hand shore. Llyn Stwlan is away up to the right out of view, although some of the inclines 
associated with it and other workings are just visible in the snow above the power station. 
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18 Maentwrog (PRN 18218) 

Historic background 

Maentwrog's origin is probably due to the fact that it lies at the highest navigable point on the 
Dwyryd. and the point where the river is crossed by a several routes, including probably the 
Roman road which comes down from Tomen y Mur at the place known as Felinrhyd (see 
below). Forth is reason, fi·om the early 18'h -century if not earlier, the immediate area became the 
entrepot for the valley, with the export of timber, attested from 1739, but particularly after the 
development ofthe slate industry tl·om the 1760s onwards.' ' The present village is largely a 
creat ion of the Oakeley fam ily. and bears many of the classic features of a gentry-sponsored 
estate village. The village itself is visible from the Oakeley fami ly' s Plas Tan y Bwlch home 
and was developed by them in the nineteenth cenrury on the back of profits from the slate 
industry. The church (SH 664 I 4055) and the vicarage (SH 664 7 4067) date from around 1800; 5 

and the village itse lf seems to have been constructed in its present fonn in the early and m id-19°' 
century. 

As with Plas Tan y Bwlch itself and its immediate environs, it is emphatically an exercise in 
creating a visually am·active settlement that reflected well on its owners. and its bu ild ings 
preserve many decorative featLtres and details. Its several chapels are all built in locations which 
make them invisible from the Plas. The older part of the village largely comprises a terraced row 
of houses, shops and a public house along one side of the road only (the other side being fonned 
by a steep hill slope, with some bu ildings above the level of the road). The buildings are in the 
same style, massive grand stru<.:tures in local stone with large windows and Georgian doors. The 
small housing estate ro the south, built up the hill slope, is more modern. 

Interestingly, the Me irioneth lay subsidy rolls of 1293-4 records that Maentvnog had a hosteler 
(William Speder) which was unique in the county: similar people, for example in Nefyn, were 
refened to 'y gwestwr' and this implies that Maentwrog had a 'hostelry' rather than a lowly tavern 
(and already perhaps had a foot in the tourist nadet). 

MaentwTOg is also mentioned in the fourth branch of the Mab inogi , Math fab Mathonwy. After 
crossing Traerh Mawr when neeing sou rh from the army of Marh, Pryderi is ki lied in single 
combat by Gwydion at Felinrhyd (remembered in a place-name c. a mile to the west), and he is 
subsequent ly buried at Maentwrog. Another legend concerns Twrog casting a buge boulder off 
the cliff above which sti ll exists as a stand ing stone next to the church tower. 

Key historic landscape characteristics 

19'"-cenfwy estate village 

A village directly sponsored by the Oakeley fami ly and designed in such a way as not only to be 
visible fiom the Plas teJTaces but also to reflect credit on the estate. One of the village' s few 
nonconformist chapel lies a li rtle way to the north of the village, others to the east: none is 
direct ly visib le from the plas. Build ings vary in date from the regency to the late 20'11 century, but 
there is much deli berately picturesque vernacu lar arch itecrure, making particular use of the large 
slabs fi·om the quan·y at Gcll i Grin (see also area 29). 

The area includes the trace of the short Cemlyn canal, bu ilt as the enrrepot for Diffwys quarry 
slates and used as such until 1868. 

Conservation priorities and management 

Preservation ofthe distinctive character (architectural style and appearance) of the settlement is a 
priority. Any new buildings should be discouraged from using inappropriate bu ilding materials. 
The area lies within the Snowdonia Nat ional Park. 

'· Lewis pp. I 7-22 
" G"'vyndaf Hughes. Merfyn Will iams, House on a Hi/1/ Y Plos: Hanes Plas Ton y BwLch a 'i Bob/ 
(Pcnrhyndeudraeth, 1989), pp. 13-26. 
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18 Maentwrog 
View looking across the Dwyryd which shows the settlement hugging the steep cliffs. 
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19 Garreg (PRN 18219) 

Historic background 

A small settlement which may in-part have owed its existence to its role as a landing place from 
the sea before the construction of the Cob. The village developed large I) as a series of terraced 
houses in the l91h and 20'h centuries. Garreg Terrace and the very substantial public house 
(Brondanw Arms), built of rubble construction with a continuous slate roof, dates to the third 
quarter of the 19'h century with 20th century alterations by Clough Williams-EIIis; v. hi le Cyffin 
rerrace is a very distinctive long late 19th terrace with later additions (sec photograph). All of 
these are listed buildings. The village now tends to function as a dorm itory for Porthmadog, 
Penrhyndeudraeth and beyond. 

Key historic lruulscape characteristics 

19'11-cenrwy estate village, work ofC Wi//iams-£1/is 

A village still part ly owned by the Brondanw estate, whose distinctive pale blue paintwork is to 
be seen in many locations. Clough Williams-EIIis war memorial is a prominent feature, 
designed in 1922 on a site which he had previously earmarked for the vi llage hall (SH 61 23 
4 17 I). Other traces of Wi lliams-Eilis whimsy survive in the immed iate vicinity such as the stone 
'beehive' by the side of the road. Many ofthese are listed. Modern housing has tended to be 
built 'around the corner' to the south-east of the older terraces, on the hillslope which rises above 
the floodplain. 

Conservmio11 priorities ami managemellf 

As already stated, much of the village (terraced housing and other structures) is listed, and much 
is owned by the Brodanw Estate. Preservation of this essential'cstate-linked' character of t11e 
settlemem (including the distinctive colour of much of the paintwork and the Williams-EIIis 
whimsey) is essential. Encouragement should be given to the use of the distinctive vernacular 
building material. Co-operation with the Estate would be beneficial. This scnlement lies partly 
within and partly outside the Snowdonia National Park. 
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19 Garreg 
View ofCyffin Terrace, on the road out towards Croesor, a row of seven late J91h century cottages, ail of 
which are listed. 



-

I I 

' ,_ 

•. 

0 

r 

./ 

--

' ' 

-----' 

1 p 

,..__:j 

-,----,. ,-- --I 
- = , --

Historic Landscape Characterisation -Vale of Ffestiniog 

Historic Landscape Character Area 
20 - Tremadoc 

Thts map is reproduced by the National Assembly for Wales 
wt/1'> the psrmtssion of The Controller of Her Majesty's 
Stationery Othce, (c) Crown Copyright. All tights reserved. 
Unauthorised reprocfuctton infringes Crown Copyright ancf 
may tescf to prosocutton or ctvtl procee<imgs. 
Licence Number. GD 272221 



20 Tremadoc (PRN 18220) 

Historic background 

Tremadoc is an outstanding example of a planned urban community, created by William 
Alexander Madocks on land recovered fi·om the Traeth Mawr by the first embankment, of I 800. 
Designed as a composite whole, with three main streets leading to and from a centra l square (see 
photograph), it established a pattern of Regency-style architecture within the area that lasted well 
into the late 1911'-cenrury. Amongst its claims to fame are the first Welsh chapel with a classical 
facade. based on lnigo Jones·s design for the Covent Garden chapel in London . and the first 
Gothic revival church in Wales. 

A settlement, known initially as Pentre Gwaelod, was in existence here by 1805, and the centraJ 
Market Square was built between 1806 and 1808 Capel Peniel was opened in 1811. Other 
dwellings were added along Dublin Street in the later 191

h- century and houses were constructed 
on the site of the 'bason' (the canal wharf) in the 1980s. 

Madocks's own home, Tan-yr-Ailt, later home to Shelley and to several generations of local 
quarry-owners, is a regency adaptation of an existing building and lies just outside the town 
(area 4). T E Lawrence, the famous author and soldier, was born in a house in the town which 
bas since been turned into a Christian Mountain Centre. An active local regeneration group. 
Cyfeillion Cadw Tremadoc, has been instrumental in preserving the village's architecturaJ 
character. 

For further information. there is a detai led account of the planning, layout, building and early 
history ofTremadoc in E Beazley's book, 'Madocks 11nd the wonder of Wales'. 

Key historic landscape characteristics 

Early 19'" -century estate village 

As well as the large square and the early nineteenth century buildings which surround it. there 
are a number of later l91h-century buildings in the immediate vicinity. The church of 1812 is 
believed to be the oldest Gothic revival church in Wales (and stands nearly opposite the earliest 
classical chapel building in Wales). 

The chapel remains in use, but the church is currently undergoing conversion to an arts centre. 
All the houses arc occupied , there is a shop and two live I) pu bs in addition to the hotel. The 
bu ildings which form part of Madocks' origina l scheme survive, though in a number of cases the 
stonework has been obscured by pebble-dashing, and a late twentieth-century garage has been 
tacked on to the street front of the buildings on Dublin Road at SH 5611 4017. 
The village contains a number of prominent industrial features. The largest is the very substantial 
textile mill constructed c. 1807 at SH 5639 4032 immediately to rl1e east of the square, with its 
surviving workers' cottages. This is currently empty. 

Conservation priorities am! manugement 

Virtua lly all of the build ings in Tremadoc arc listed, and the who le is a Conservation Area. 
Preservation of the. largely-unspoiled. overall character of the bu ildings and the lay-out of 
settlement is the prioriry. Liason with Cyfeillion Cadw Tremadoe will be necessary and helpful, 
and the adaptive re-use of the industrial features (such as the m ill) should be encouraged. 

This area lies outside the Snowdonia National Park. 
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20 Tremadoc 
View of the northern end of the piazza-like square, the focal point of the planned town. London Street is 
behind and Dublin Street heads off to the left-hand side (leaving no doubt as to the town's intended position 
in the wider transport landscape intended by Madocks). Top left is the Madocks Arms hotel, while the Town 
Hall, intended to be the principal building in the town is to its right. 
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21 Plas Weunydd (PRN 18221) 

I fistoric background 

An industrialist' s house and garden, constructed in 1870 for the Greaves family. tenants of 
Llechwedd slate quarry, on the site ofTy Crwn, an earlier agricultural d\\ elling. The site lies on 
the very edge of the slate tips, appropriately. and is well-hidden. 

Key historic lamlscnpe characteristics 

19'11-cemwy industrialist's house nnd garden. 

A substantial late 19'h-century industrialist's house and 'A !pine' garden, making extensive use of 
pine trees. The house itself (SH 6983 4 729) has been extensively altered to become a restaurant 
and exhibition centre for the Quarry Tours business and for Llechwedd QuatTy. Most of the 
garden has become a car- and coach-park. 

Conservation priorities anti management 

Encouragement cou ld be given to further dialogue between Llechwedd authorities and the Welsh 
Historic Gardens Trust to ensure the continued existence of what remains of an Alpine character 
of a 19th-century indusrrialist's garden within an industrial context. The area lies outside the 
Snowdonia National Park. 
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21 Plas Weunydd 
View of the house in its present setting, with the grounds largely landscaped into a car park to serve the 
present function of the building as the Llechwedd Slate Caverns Visitor Centre and car park. A few specimen 
trees survive around the edges of the tarrnac, and rhododendron has escaped into the surrounding area. 
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22 Pare (PRN 18222) 

Jlistoric background 

This extremely interest ing site has a group of four success ive houses, with MO large bams and 
associated bu ildings. The fu·st house. probab ly dating from the middle of the sixteenth century, 
has been demolished, but the small enc losed garden opposite its site, which may be 
con temporary, survives. The second and third houses may have been rough ly contemporary. of 
the late sixteenth or early seventeenth century; one is now derelict but the other has been 
restored . The fourth house. dated 1671, but probably built earlier, faces the other three and is in 
good condition There is also a sixteenth-cenrury gatehouse. The houses were built by the 
Anwyl family and the estate remained in the family until it was sold in the eighteenth century. It 
was eventuall y acqu ired by Clough Williarns-EIIis. who turned a drumhouse on a quarry incline 
in the park into a summer house and reversed the staircase in the derelict third house, so that it 
leads into a part wh ich stil l exists. but made few other alterations. 

In addition to the Anwyl fa mily, particularly the cultured and well-educated William Lewis 
Anwyl, there are associations with Moses Ke llow, the electrical engineer (sec also Croesor. area 
11). 

Key historic ltmdscape clwracreristics 

post-medievaltn111 houses; early gardens 

fhe houses, which have distinctive tall stone chimneys, arc grouped round a courtyard at the top 
of a steep vall ey side, with two large barns and other outbui ldings nearby and a third barn, 
Beudy Newydd, dated 1666, on the south-western edge of the park. The gatehouse is a short 
distance to the north-cast. The main group of build ings is near the centre of the park, which is 
roughly rectangu lar and mostly occupies a ridge between two streams (see photograph). It 
contains the remains of three probably medieval long huts, and it has been suggested that the 
mound on the viewpoint to the south-~\ eSt of the houses is a round barrow, though it is more 
likely to be a deliberately constructed garden feature. 

Apart from the small garden, steeply ten·aced out over rhe top of the slope. which probably 
belonged to the earl iest house, the garden areas are now neglected. However, they remain 
extremely interesting, as there are lhree terraces retained by massively-built stone walls to the 
south of the old drive and furthe r earthen terraces to the north of it. These appear very likely to 
be contemporary with the later houses and may be an anempt by William Lew is Anwyl to create 
something similar to the Italian renaissance gardens he knew of through his contacts and reading. 
There is also the si te of a small, square kitchen garden, later in date, immediately to the south
west of the houses. 

A CJmydd (panegyric) on the death of Willirun Lewis Anwyl in 1642, by the bard Huw Machno, 
mentions his ' new house of immense construction' (probably the fourth house) and also 
gardens, orchards, parks and' fair towers' . Even allowing for poetic licence, it is clear that a 
designed landscape of note, albeit on a small scale. existed at the time. 

The nrea also inc ludes part of the course of the non-statu tory Croesor tramway. As well as a high 
stone revened embankment which carried a level railway, ir includes the upper Park (sic) incl ine 
and the top part of the lower Park incline, a rake of two counterbalanced planes which took the 
tramway down to the level of the Glaslyn esruary. The upper drumhouse, though constructed c. 
I 863 as a standard 'through' drum house, was rebuilt by Clough Williams Ell is as a banqueting 
house for Lad}' Abcrconway on the lines of the Marchogion drumhouse on the Penrhyn Quarry 
Railway of 1798- 180 I. 

The area further includes the unusually complete remains of Pare slab quarry (Sll 626- 436-), 
managed by Moses Kellow. Pre-dating this quarry (it is overlain by the tramway and tips) but 
possibly util ised by it is a well-made, hard-surfaced track which climbs at an even gradient from 
the oiJ coastli ne, up tbe Maesgwm va lley, to the north eastern edge of the park, where it 
disappears. 
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Conservation priorities aur/ numagemeJU 

Pare is included in the Cadw Register of Landscapes. Parks and Gardens of Special Historic 
Interest in Wales Part I: Parks aod Gardens as PGW(Gd) 35 (GWY), where it is listed grade 11* 
(p 230). The house and some of the associated buildings and structures are also Listed 
Buildings. Liaison with the tenant (Richard Has lam), the Plas Brondanw esrate as well as the 
Welsh Historic Gardens Trust is recommended for future management Th is area lies within rhe 
Snowdonia National Park. 
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22 Pare 
View showing the prominent position of the remaining parts of the house on the ridge above the river, with 
the main, neglected garden remains on the hill slope below. 
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23 Prenteg (PRN 18223) 

1/istoric background 

A small, mainly 19111-century village wh ich may owe its existence to its pos ition at the foot of a 
road from Cwmystradl lyn, and wh ich may represent an early land ing-point on T raeth Mawr. 
There have been several additions to the hosuing stock in the larter 2oih century. 

Key historic landscape characteristics 

19'11-cem ury village 

A small village situated on the edge of the former Glaslyn estuary. Jt i11cludes a chapel and a 
pu b, the G las lyn Hotel, on the former Traeth, and houses disposed around the road to 
Cwmystradllyn. The dwe llings are mostly of 19'11-century construction, with some later 
addi tions, but little of note. 

ConservMion priorities and management 

Preservation of the 19tl'-cenhuy character of the settlement should be a priori ty. T his area lies 
partly within and partly outside the Snowdonia National Park. 
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23 Prenteg 
View showing some of the houses in this small, mainly 191h century settlement. 
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24 Cwm Bowydd-Gelli (PRN 18224) 

Historic background 

Formerly part of Cwm Bowydd and Maenofferen fanns, this area lies immediately to the south 
of the town of Blaenau Ffestiniog. Cwm Bowydd farm formed parr of the Newborough estate, 
and Gelli farmhouse part of the Peniarth estate. !Tom which it was purchased in 1800 by William 
Turner, a slate quarry manager from the Lake District. 

Key historic landscape cftaracteristics 

improved pasture. unenclosed hillslopes, woodland 

The slopes below the blaenau "ere too steep for building on, and so the sou thern limits to the 
town of Blaenau Ffestiniog as it expanded in the 1860s-80s were naturally defined. The area 
remains largely undeveloped today, although some housing development has spread downhill. 

The main historic interest of the area are two sub-medieval farmhouses, Cwm Bowydd, built in 
the late seventeenth century and extended in the nineteenth (S I I 6995 4528). and Gelli (SH 7054 
4549), which are set within an area of improved pasture through which the Afon Bowydd flows. 
The area is s ituated within a natural bowl below the town of Blaenau Ffestiniog, and contains 
evidence of prehistoric settlement. Some of the steeper slopes contain unmanaged woodland 

Conservation priorities and management 

Cwm Bowydd farmhouse is a listed building (grade 11). Preservation of the open and 
undeveloped character of this edge-of-urban area. especially the woodland, shou Id be a priority. 
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24 Cwm Bowydd-Gelli 
View of the rural area immediately below Blaenau Ffestiniog town, showing the partly untamed woodland 
with the agricultural enclosures beyond 
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25 Coed Llyn y Garnedd (PRN 18225) 

1/istoric background 

An area of largely 20'h cenrury forestry, incorporating some earlier ancient and semi-natural 
woodJand and overlying in part earlier fie ld enclosures and some relict archaeology (but circle 
and long hut senlement). 

No historica l research has been carried out on this particular woodland, but some general facts 
can be gleaned. Tn the eighteenth cenrury the fel ling of timber formed an impo11ant part of the 
local economy around Ffestin iog, and though documentary sources typically have far more to do 
with the sale and transport of timber than with the management of the wood lands themselves. 
enough evidence has survived to give some indication of the scope of the trade and the sources 
exploited. 

Timber- hard woods. especially oak- was being exported from the heavily-wooded slopes of 
FfestLniog and Maentwrog. Though the trade may have begun earlier, the first record dates from 
1739, and concerns the Pengwern estate (see area 28), when it was specified that timber to the 
value of £400 was to be felled. Sir Richard Colt Ho are, in 180 I, describes making his way from 
Tan y Bwlch to Cwmorthi n th rough Cymerau (see paragraph 8.2.2) for description. 

13y the end of the eighteenth centu ry, the Vale of Ffestiniog had suffered much deforestation. 
A I ready by 1763 it was repo11ed ofMerioneth that ' this county has been much drained of her 
Limber'. By the nineteenth cen tury as many as 6,400 trees a year were offered for sale. FUJ1her 
pointers to the importance of the timber trade are the individuals who were clearly acting as 
timber merchants. With the revival of shipbuilding in the northern part of Cardigan Bay in the 
late eighteenth century, local limber came to be needed in ever-greater quantit ies. This remained 
the case until the 1820s, when Porthmadog shipwrights began to use Mawddach t imber instead. 

Key historic landscape clwraclerislics 

Woodland, forestry, under(ping relict archaeology 

The area covered by forestry or woodland in the area berween Moelwyn Mawr and the Dwyryd 
is massive and diverse. The higher, upland areas (the no11hern pan of this area) are mainly 20'11 

century conifer, while the true ancient and semi-natual wood land (some of it SSSI) lies lower 
doan and nearer to the Dwyryd. Much of this was part ofthe plas Tan y Bwlch estate, and thus 
also has many specimen sand exotic trees as well. 

Within the older woodland, there are some scattered relict remains of hut circles, long hurs and 
more recent cottages, along with stone-built field walls which could be relatively ancient. There 
is a strong possibility of much medieval archaeology surviving under the afforestation, 
especially in view of the frequency of hafod place-names. These include Hafod y Mynydd at SH 
6362 4092; Hafod Boerh at SH 6390 4130; [-lafony at SH 61312 4325 and Hafod Uchaf at SH 
6390 4335 , There is scope for further survey, along the lines of that carried our by GAT in other 
woods within this area such as Hafod Garegog (area 15) and Cymerau lsaf (part of area 28). 

Conservation priorities and management 

Preservation of the ancient and semi-natural woodland (some of which is SSS1 , and some is 
owned ny the National Trus[ with whom close co-operation should be maintained.O. Liaison 
with the forestry Commission would also be beneficial, especially for their long-term forest 
design gtans. Preservation of the underly ing relict archaeology (from prehistoric through to 18'h 
and 19 cottages and field boundaries) is also a priority. 
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25 Coed Llyn y Garnedd 
View showing one of the several entrances into this large block of, principally modern, forestry. 
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26 Intermediate slopes of the MochV)'D range (PRN 18226) 

Historic background 

The partly enclosed intennediate slopes of Moelwyn mountain comprise a massive and disparate 
area lt has been exploited from the medieval period to the 201

h century for (limited) agriculture, 
timber as well as lead and other minerals. and also partly wooded. 

Key ltis toric landscape characteristics 

Intermediate hillslopes, agriculture. indus1ry. afforestation 

This area is characterised by some pockets of woodland. some 20'h-cenrury afforestation and 
open ground, on some of which bracken grows profusely. The fanning is poor, low-grade 
pasture grazed by sheep, and the fannhouses are usually squat, low stone-bui lt structures, often 
settled in natural dips in the gTOund for protection. Stone walls arc not well-tended on tJ1e who le. 
and the general atmosphere is one of survival rather than prosperity. 

h has been extensively exploited for lead and other minerals since the medieval period if not 
earlier, and there are significant remains at Panr y Wrach (SH617402), Bwlch y Plwm 
('Mountain pass of the lead'- SH627415) and at Catherine and Jane Consols (SH633411), as 
well as at other locations. Much of the afforestation is comparatively recent. and much of it is 
commercially managed. An area centered on SH640420 is owned and managed by the National 
Trust. 

The area includes one small nucleatt:d settlement, at Rhyd. where the present buildings are of 
191h-cenrury construction. 

Conservation priorities ami m rmagemem 

Liaison with a range of bodies and organisations inc luding the Nat ional Trust, rorest Enterprise 
Welsh Mines Preservation Trust and the Snowdonia National Park will need to be can·ied out to 
ensure the conservation of this vast, varied and largely-unexplored area. 
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26 Intermediate slopes of the Moelwyn range 
General view which shows the bleak nature of the area, with its rugged slopes, irregular fields, smaU scattered 
farmsteads and areas of wood and scrub growth. The open pasture is mainly grazed by sheep. 
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27 Penrhyn-G at1h (PRN 18227) 

Historic background 

This was a promontory unti I the draining of the Traeth Mawr in 18 13, wh ich was well-situated 
for trade (open to the sea wi th sites for harbours on either side), and largely given over to 
agriculture. At the end of the l31h century, Penrhyndeudraeth parish (of which this was a part), 
was by far the richest parish in Meirioneth (with a taxeable value of over £7 per thousand acres, 
it was worth more than twice as much as its nearest 'rival'). it was only one of two parishes 
which had no high (and mostly use less) moorland, and was a source of supply of lime wh ich was 
used for repairs at Harlech Castle just down the coast in the early 14111 century. 

fhe presence of the fort at Aber la (a site formerly associated with the Welsh princes) and jts 
strategic impmtance at the mouth of two major estuaries may provi<.le clues as to the economic 
and strategic importance of this area at this period. 

Much of the land here was owned in the mid-n ineteenth century by David WjJJiams, who 
constructed the neo-baroniaJ Castell Deudraeth (SH 5923 3 770) here as his own residence 
(recently re-opened as an hotel after lying abandoned fo r many years) and developed the farms. 
fhe prominent house Plas yn Penrhyn (SH 5901 3779) at the top ofPenrhyn itself was the home 
of Samuel Holland and later of Bertrand Russell. 

Grraldus Cambrensis stayed at Casrell Deudraeth on his j ourney in 1188, in between crossing 
Traeth Bach and Traeth Mawr. 

Key historic landscape clwmcteristics 

19'1'-cenfury agriculturallnndscape 

This pen insula today is an area of largely 19'h-century dwellings and farms. The end ofthe 
peninsula fac ing the sea has large, well-laid out field wa lls and a pattern which clearly says '18°' 
and 19'11 century estate improvement', while further back towards the town ofPenrhyndeudraeth 
the fields are smaller and more irTegular. and set in sma11 hollows and on top of ridges, and the 
farms appear to be main ly pre-1 9'h century, or at least not estate- improved and are somewhat 
run-down. Interestingly, these smaller fields are mainly grazed by cattle. There are areas of 
woodland, both towards the peninsula's end and down below Penrhyndeudraeth. 

Castell Deudraeth itself has recently been renovated and reopened as an hotel-restaurant. There 
is some ribbon development along the roads and buildings associated with the railway which 
crosses the area. There is in addit ion some overspil l modem suburban dwellings from 
Penrhyndeudraetb. The area today gives li ttle impression of its f01mer existance as an important 
promontory. 

Conservation priorities and managemem 

Castell Oeudraeth is a listed building. The pattern whereby the san1ll (pre-19111 century) 
farmhouses still sit am idst their own fie lds in and amongst the later senlement should be 
preserved. The 'improved', open character of the end of the peni nsula, similarly should be 
preserved . Further spill ing out of21 51 cenrury build ings shou ld be resisted. 
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27 Penrhyn-Garth 
View of the lower part of the area showing the irregular fields, field banks and scattered collection of 
farmhouses, mainly 19'h century. 
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28 Lower wooded slopes, Moelwyn range (PRN 18228) 

Hi.~toric background 

The lower slopes of Moelwyn Bach, reaching down to the Dwyryd. These areas fom1ed pan of 
the Oakeley and Dduallt estates in the eighteenth and nineteenth centUJy, and have been 
commercially exploited for timber since at least the eighteenth century (see introduction, section 
8.2). The Trust has recently carried out work on behalfoftheforestry Commission on Cymerau 
lsaf, a block of woodland in the east end of this character area, which is an SSSI and Local 
Nature Reserve owned by the Woodland Trust. This unpublished report is in the SMR (report 
number 426) and is quoted extensively here as it encapsulates much of the history and character 
of this area. 

Little has survived in the way of estate documents or maps for Cymerau lsaf (one of the most 
Important blocks of woodland at the astem end of the valley) although one of these, dated 1802, 
shows plans for a proposed road from Lord Newborough's quarries at Blaenau Ffestiniog. It uses 
what was already an archaic convention, in wh ich buildings and other features are shown as if in 
bird's eye view rather than in plan, and shows a small farm-house at Cymerau lsaf, but provides 
no information on the woodlands other than showing a wooded area immediately adjacenr.46 A 
map of I 813 shows the conage to the south ofCymerau lsaf, r'AII~ without identifying it as 
such, but gives no details of Cymerau lsaf itself. The third, an ' ocular survey' of 1827 for what 
may be either a road or a railway, is equally uninfonnative. 

Such documents which do surv ive are otherwise those which record Pengwcrn 's transactions 
with other estates. The earliest reference to Cymerau lsaf comes in 1739, when it was owned by 
rhe Pengwern estate. Pengwern itseiL an im posing house of late sixteenth century date, stands 
barely 500m to the north-east ofthe Cymcrau lsaf farmhouse. 1t was bu ilt and inhabited by a 
family of local consequence. who adopted the surname Lcwis in the eighteenth century, An ne 
Lewis of Pengwem married Owen Wynne of Llwyn, Oenbighshire, and the propeny remained in 
their hands until the death of the Rev. Or Maurise Wynne in 1835. lt ceased to be a family home 
e.l800 and was divided up into tenements. Pengwern and Cymerau lsaf remained in the 
possession of a collateral descendant until 1919, when all the lands were sold. Part of the estate. 
including Cymerau Isaf, semms to have been bought by the Newborough family, and was sold 
by them again in 1937. 

An adjacen t ho lding, Cymerau Uchaf is recorded in 1739, and again on the 1818 2" ordnance 
survey. though the I" ordnance survey of 1839- 1841 records the fa rm simply as 'Cymcrau' . as 
does the tithe award schedule of 1843. The farm is named as Cymerau lsaf on the first edition 
6'' ordnance survey. 

However, despite the comparative paucity of information relating specifically to Cymerau lsaf 
and to general agricultural management within the holding, more general information survives 
relating to the woodlands both of Cymerau and the areas immediately adjacent. 

Key historic landscape clwracteristics 

Wooded slopt:ts 

The steep valley s1des are almost ent1refy covered in broadleaved sessile oak woodland, much of 
which is SSSI and some of the most important ancient and semi-natural woodland in north 
Wales. The area includes rhe importanl sub-medieval dwelling known as Dduallt (a lsied 
building), around which the Dduallt estate was based. The steep slopes appear to preclude the 
existance of earlier relict remains within the woodland, which is the chief characleristie of the 
area, although there may be scope for further work. 

~· CRO XD2A 394. 
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Conservation priorities antlnumagement 

Preservation of the characteristic ancient and semi-natural woodland is the main priority hert!.. 
and co-operation with agenc ies (such as CCW) and owners (such as the National Trust and 
Woodland Trust) is essential for this to happen. 
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28 Lower wooded slopes, Moelwyn range 
View looking north across the Dwyryd to the steep, heavily-wooded slopes which drop down to the 
floodplain. A nwnber of 17th and 18'h century farmsteads are strategically placed at the base of the slope. 
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29 Dwyryd valley floor (PRN 18229) 

Historic backgrou11tf 

This character area takes in the floo r of the Dwyryd valley, including both the tidal lower section 
(as far as Maentwrog) and the non-tidal upper section as far as Rhyd y Sam, where the valley 
sides close in (area 28 to the north). The valley itself was drained by William Oakeley (Pias Tan 
y Bwlch whic h has extensive views up and down the valley), for which he received a gold medal 
of the Society of Arts in 1797. 

The valley floor is tlat apart from the series oftlood banks which criss-cross the area fo llow ing 
the meandering course of the river, and where it is crossed by three bridges, Pont Dol-y-moch 
(right up the valley below Rhyd y Sam (itself the site of an earlier ford), a scheduled ancient 
monument), the modern construciion which carries the A487 lower down and the 1860s railway 
bridge (part of the Cambrian Coast rai I way) near the mouth. Another prominent feature of the 
lower stretch ofihe river is the (scheduled) slate quay. Cei Newydd, linked with the earlier 
phases of the quanies at Blaenau Ffestiniog (which has been we ll-documented by Lewis in his 
book 'Sai ls on the Dwyryd'. 

The area is also mentioned in the fourth branch of the Mabinogi, Math fab Mathonwy. After 
crossing Traerh Mawr when fleeing south from the army ofMath, Pryderi (leader of the army 
from the south) is killed in single combat by Gwydion at Felinrhyd where he crossed the river 
apparently following the Roman road. There are several felinrhyd placenames (a wood, a farm 
and a bridge) along the southem bank of the river, This may imply that the Roman crossing of 
the river (and possibly a landing stage or harbour allow ing coastal sh ipping to access Tomen y 
Mur) was in this area: th is would make sense topographically as the short valley (Ceunant 
Llenyrch) which strikes up from this point is the only real access to the top land on which the 
fort stands. 

Key historic /mu/scope characteristics 

Valleyfloor, rneadowlands 

A flat valley floor, extensively drained, with a number of important dwellings at or near the 
break of slope. These include the Oakeley Arms Hotel, an early 191h-century public house which 
may represent the original site ofPias Tan y Bwlch and Plas Dol y Moch further east (both 
listed). The Oakeley Arms preserves the distinctive an·angemcnt of three parallel projecting bays 
bui lt into a central rectangular unit, also to be found in Richard Pennant's Ogwen Bank. There is 
some use of trees as boundaries and as wind-breaks, particularly on the upper part around Plas 
Dol y Moch. There are a number of quays on the tidal part of the river below Maentwrog, such 
as at Laundry Cottage at SH 6442 4007, as we ll as several once-riparian featu res which are now 
some way distant from the course of the river. 

On the main road below the ma in house are a number of buildings associated with the Plas Tan y 
Bwlch estate, centred on the home fann wh ich comprises severa l buildings including a 
substantial horse whim. These buildings erected b) the Oakeley estate, which mostly make use 
of the distinctive Gelli Grin slabs, were a deliberate planned estate landscape ofthe 19'h century. 

Conservation priorities and management 

Many ofthe major buildings, incluing those belonging to the planned estate layout, are listed and 
should be protected, as should the t-wo scheduled ancient monuments. The actual river and its 
embankments are managed on a regular basis by the Enviroment Agency and these too should be 
alloed ro retain their character. 
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29 Dwyryd valley floor 
View looking north-east showing the river fioodplain surrounded by wooded hill slopes. One of the 
embankments is visible in the centre, with Maentwrog just visible to the right. 
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30 Brondanw slopes (PRN 18230) 

Historic backgrountl 

This is a small area on the north-facing slopes of the pen[nsula. lt was an area historically 
dominated by the houses at Plas Brondanw and at Pare, in which there is a lot of (probably) 
anc ient woodland and some small-sca le 19th-century quanying for slate. There are underlying 
field patterns wh ich are difficult to make sense of, but may be early. The relative concentration 
of several, important sub-medjeval houses in the Llanfrothen area may indicate the growing 
economic important of th[s area i.n the 16'h and l7'h centuries (it would then have been on the 
coast), further evidence of which may be contamed in the landscape. 

Key historic landscape characteristics 

woodlands, field pallerns, industrial remains 

This is a re latively ' low-key' area characterised by small fields, broad-leaved woodland and 
evidence for small-scale slate quall)'ing, evident in the fom1 of extremely d ilapidated structures 
and the traces of inclines. 

Conservmion priorities and management 

Preservation of the woodland character of the area and of the field parte m, through lia ison with 
the Brondanw estate, is the prior[ty for conservation, although survey of the area to record the 
extent and detail of actual remains would be a useful first step. 
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30 Brondanw slopes 
View showing the characteristic scrubby woodland and small fields of the slopes around Llanfrothen. 
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31 Minffordd quarry (PRN 18231) 

Historic background 

This is a granite quarry opened for sens in the 1870s, fo llowing the opening of the Aberysrwyth 
and Welch Coast line. and which is now operared on a significant scale as an aggregate producer 
by Tannac Quarry Products (North West) Ltd. 

Key historic landscape characteristics 

Quarry, industrial archaeology 

The quarry has conrinued to expand and has significantly altered the skyline of Garth, especiall1 
as seen from the Cob, in recent years. Its corrugated iron crusher plant is a prominent feaht re but, 
although it has never had an arcaheological survey, it has expanded its workings and there is not 
thought to be much of significant industrial archaeological imerest on the site. 

Conservation priorities and mwwgement 

Liaison with quan·y management in tenns of fitture recording as an industrial landscape may be 
interesting. 
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31 Minffordd quarry 
View across an ann of the reclaimed Traeth to the working Minffordd quarry, altering the skyline of Gartb, 
with its iron crusher plant a prominent feature. 
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32 Penrhyndeudraeth 
General view of the settlement from the slopes to the north, showing the mainly l91h-century building stock. 
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33 Llidiart Yspytty (PRN 18233) 

Historic background 

This is a 'linking', rransp011 corridor lying bet"' een the sheer cliffs above Tremadoc and the 
drained marshes ofTraeth Mawr, and the settlements ofTremadoc and Pcnmorfn. The land was 
part of Madocks' Tremadoc estate at the end of the eighteenth century, and at the same time that 
he drained the Tracth and built the town ofTremadoc, he also developed the area's mineral and 
transport facilities . In 1807 a new road was built to connect Tremadoc (the name Dublin Street 
speaks volumes) wirh Cricieth and Pwllheli. which Madocks hoped would become pan of a 
trunk road between London and Porth Dinllaen, and in 1810 the Caemarvonshire Turnpike Tmst 
took over the old route !Tom Llidiart Ysp)'ny to Caernarfon. These two roads joined at Llidiart 
Yspyny, and in 1845 the Caernarfon road was rebuilt on its present alignment. 

Around the same time. the mining of ironstone was developed here. The first mine may have 
been worked from 1754, and was certain ly being explo ited by 1770: the Porihrnadog harbour 
dues confinn that 3,30 I tons of ironstone was shipped out between March 1839 and December 
1840, the great majority of which must have been mined at Llidiart Yspytty. 'Sme lting furnaces' 
were built, probably in 1845. near the principal ad it. In 1848-1850 between 10,000 and 15.000 
tons were shipped, suggesting that the tmderground workings were very extensive, although it is 
interesting that no rips of any size survive in the immediate vicinity of the mine (it is possible 
that \.\ aste was carted away by road for other uses). The mine closed down in 1851. 

The railway serving the mine was constructed in 1840-1841, although the track arrangements 
were changed more than once in the course of its history. lt was re-aligned in 1848, and 
complete ly re-built in 1855-7 when it was extended to give access to Gorseddau slate quarry: 
the mine site thereafter continued to have an industria l function as a 'station' and a slate yard for 
the Gorseddau tramway. However. by the 1860s Gorseddau quarry had also closed, and the 
rai lway through Llidiart Yspytty was adapted in 1872-5 in an anempt to tap the supposed 
mineral wealth of Cwm Pennant. However, it was hardly used and was dismantled before the 
end of the nineteenth century. 

Key ftistoric landscape characteristics 

Ironstone mine, railway and road routes 

Remains of the princ ipal mine adit can be seen, still partially open. as well as the site of the kilns 
bu ilt in J 845 to the south-west. Several presumed other blocked adits are also visible, as are 
areas of industrial acitivity. Parts of the line of the 1848 railway, the I 855 Gorscddau tramway 
and the Turnpike Trust road are clearly visible. The main road from Caernarfon to Tremadog is 
still in use as such. 

Conservation priorities and mauagemem 

Preservation of the remains relating to mining and transport act ivities which characterise this 
area is the priority. 
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33 Llidiart Yspytty 
View of the area from the north-west, showing parts of the mid- l9'b century railway routes em banked. 
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APPENDIX I 

Extracts from the Register of Landscapes of Outstanding Historic Interest in Wales 
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TIRWEOOAU 0 OOIOOOROEB HANESYOO O l YNG NGHY:..IRU 

Li\ N OSCA PES OF HISTO RIC INTEREST IN WA LES 

BLAENAU FFESTINIOG 

Disgrifiad o'r tirwedd 

~lac Bloenau Ffesriniog mcwn bosn noruriol uchel o dit: 
oddeuru 225m uwchben SO, rhwng ~lynyddoedd Manod 
.1 :.. loelwyn ar gynon deheuol Eryri. Tu cefn i'r dref cyfyd 
~·llcchweddau serrh a r bob ochr ac .:irhrio rua'r Je. gyd::~ 
~la nod Mawr rua 'r dw~·ra in a 'i gopa 66 l m uwchbcn SO :1 
.\lodwyn .\lawr rua'r gorllewm 7:?.0m uwchbo:n SO. Serch 
IH"nnv, prm fod gcrwmder eu ropogr::~ifi crcig10g 10 hawlio'r 
;dw 1 gyd ochr :•n ochr j ' r rirwedd Jiwydtannol o 11aich d~·n 
sydd yr un mor ysgirhrog 1c yn amgyichu·r drer ,1 llenwi'r 

llednenrydd cudd uwchbln r basn. 
:., (cwn gwtrioneod mae'r drcr ~·n rftan ganoJog JC 

.1nnawJ o rwvdwatrh ~:nrow r n chw;·n:i t ~ cnloudte·:dd 
: l~:cht . r01m:nnydd rwh~:l ;1c ;,~detlaJw;mn .:::~~·lltaiJI -;:·d:1 · r 
_. ·1n vcdi' ·cw dru 1 -~ "rundn:· n .•:.:u:.:nr 1 -: ... c:nau ; 

Landscape description 

Blaenau Fiesriniog town is sec in an elevated natural bowl. 

aoouc 225m above OD. between the Maned ana Moelwyn 

Mouncams on the southern fnnges of Snowdoma. The mountain 

slopes rise steeply above the town on all but the south side. 

with Maned Mawr eo che east reaching 661 m above OD and 

Moelwyn Mawr to the west re:~ching 720m aoove OD. Their 

rugged and rocky topography '10wever. struggles to mamtaln 

visual domination over an equally rugged ana an ttrely man

made industrial landscape chat surrounds the ~cwn and fi ll s 

:he h1dden ~nbuory valleys aoove the basin. 

The town is in fact a centr.>l and lntegr<JI -:a rc of a vast 

1etwork of slate quarry and m me workings. Naste ~to s anci 

lSSOC!ateo ;,uildings. all linkea ;v a transporr :·rstem o f inclines 

: nd -:uiw;;vs. -;,e Nnote anmc:ce -:leve1ooeo ,., 1oout a hundred 
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BLAENAU FFESTIN IOG 

rbeilffyrdd. Darblygodd yr holl d irwedd mcwn rhyw gan 

mlync:dd ac adfei liedig yn bcnnaf yw'r saflcocdd cloddio yno, 

ew i gyd mae'r anedd1ad a'r gymuned yn parhau. Yn r fro 

ceir y cyfuniad pennaf o chwareli a chloddfeydd Uechi yng 

Nghymru a rhureth arwyddocaol o ddcunydd archeolegol 

diwydiannol pwysig. 

Yn sgil y chwareli'n unig tyfodd Blaenau Ffesriniog ar 

gefnd1r o'r ych,·dig ffermydd anghysbell. Mae'n cynnwys rhai 

o'r cloddfeydd mwyaf o ran mainr a mwyaf effeirhiol yn y 

diwydianr llechi rua diwcdd y 1 9edd ganrtf, gan gynhyrchu 

e~ddcmu rraean }' C)·nnyrch Cymreig. Yn wahanol i'r ardaloedd 

ymhcllach i'r gogledd, yr ocdd bron yr holl gloddfeydd dan y 

ddaear yn wvneb rrwch y gorchudd uwchbcn y llechfaen. Ar 

ddechrau'r 19edd gannf, yr oedd Ffesriniog yn 'benrrcf bach 

tlawd', er y d1sgrifiwyd y 'chwarcli llechi helaeth' eisiocs mewn 

bodolaeth fcl rhai a ocdd mcwn 'lleg n rhamanrus' . Yr ocdd 

def:J id cyn bwysiced 3 llcchi i'r arloeswyr ar ddechrau'r ganrif. 

DiHwys oedd ~- chwarel gynraf yn) r ardal pan gafodd e1 

sefydlu ym 1-65. gan gacl prydles ym I ~99, a '1 phrynu wedyn 

gan Wtll1am Turner :1'r ClSSons. Cyf<~laf Sc:isnig yn bennaf a 

oedd yn grfnfol am ddarblygu'r diwydianr, a hc lacrhodd gyd:J 

cbymonh conrracr:w rhyfel a galw cynycldul am lechi ro i yn 

sgil y ChW)·Idro Dm'Yd1annol, gydag enwau megis Hollands, 

Cassons, Grea,·es .1 Willo:~m Turner yn chwarae pnf ran yn y 

diw) di:Jnt . Erh~·n 1873, d1sgrifiwyd Blaenau Ffesrin.iog fcl 

'Dinas )' Llechi. g~·da phopNh tu mc\\n a thu ::dlan i'r rai'n 

61 pob golwg wedi'i wncud o lechi. 

Mae ard:JI y llrch1'n ymcsryn y ru bwm i'r prif fasn a 

ddisgnlir 1·ma. Ceir nifer o ddyHrynnoedd cudd, megis 

Cwmorrhin .1 Chwm Teigl, )'11 bwydo llccht 1 l.1wr i'r dref, 

a gwelir ol10n llechi arbennig ac un1gol ynddynt i gyd. Prif 

nodwcdd a rail y iro yw'r gyfundrefn gludialll y symudwyd y 

Jlcchi 3lbn arni. Cludwyd lice hi o gloddfeydd cynna r di\\ cdd 

y 18fcd a dechr:Ju·r 19edd ganrifoedd ar anifeiliaid pwn ,J 

chan ddyn1on ac wed}'tl, ar drohau i·r ce1au llechi ar !an 

Afon Dwrr.1·d, ran n agorwyd Rheilifordd Ffcstiniog ym 1836. 

M<l<"' gan bob un c>r dyffrynnoedd cyffiniol t'U cyfundrcfn;w 

cludo eu hun:un. megis trllmffordd Cwmorrh in 1850, a 

helaethw\'d )'n ddiweddarach hyd ar chwarcl Conglog, 

rramffordd Rhiwh.1ch 186.1, ac mclcinau chw.1rcl g"'}Ch 

Moclwyn a Gra1g Ddu a'u haml-oleddfau, a Wrysgan a 

dwnclw~·d yn rhJnnol. 

MJe llrchfacn Ffesnniog yn r mesryn oddcmu 20km t'r 

dwyram-gorlle\\'in a 7km i'r gogledd-de. ~yda Blaen:1u 

Ffestimog m ) c:tnol. Cloddawyd am y paler~ lkchfaen o hum 

gwely ncu h:~en, rob un gyda ·, nodweddoon ei hun, gyd:t 'r Old 

Vein r h\\'~·~1caf 0honynr hwrrach. Cyfnod o ddarblygiad :Jr,JI 

ond graJJol oedd y rri dcgawd gynrat yn )' l 9edd ganraf. 

Ymhen blyn,·ddC>tdd lawer wedyn ~ · rhoed trefn ar gloddio 

am lechi In Ht:>IIOIOg 0 g) mharu a'r ardaln~dd crfagos 

yn S1r Gacrnarlon. yn hcnnaf ~.m nJd ncJd prrchennog tir 

sylwcddol ~no; 1·n wor )'C oedd y rhclyw o'r rir yn ciddo'r 

Ge~ron. Er y c:Jnoarawyd prydlesi, yr oedd y pcrchnogion rir rn 

amharod i fudd<oddo c~ falal er mw\'n da rhlrgu'r diwydiant. 

Ysgogodd llwydd1am memr.Ju S1r Gaernarlon ) dacblyg1ad 

yn yr ardal hon. and yn nrddiau cynn;1r) dnrblygiad )T oedd 

prinder gweith\\'~T a ffyrdd yn rhwysrr. 

Canolbwynnwyd ar well<1 rechncgau clc>dclio :1m lechfnen 

gan fod ~oleddf y gwelv:1u llt'chfaen vn eu A<>rfod1 I glodd10 

dan r ddaear. G~ da rhagor u ftcane1dd,o seirdlwyd gwmhfcydd 

canolog i'w gwasanaerhu Aan reilffyrdd rn g)'llnar yn y l 850;~u, 
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years and its extractive sites are largely derelict. but the settlemem 

and communiry continue. The area contains the foremost com

bination of slate quarries and mines 1n Wales, and a vast and 

significant amount of important industrial archaeological material. 

Blaenau Ffestiniog grew from a few isolated farmsteads 

solely as the result of slate quarrying. it includes some of the 

la rgest and most effi cient workings in the slate indust ry In the 

lace 19th century, producing about a third of the Welsh output. 

Unlike the areas further north. almost all of the workings were 

underground owing to the overlying thickness of overburden. 

At the beginning of rhe 19th century. Ffestiniog was a 'small, 

poor vi ll age'. although the already extant 'great slace quarries' 

were described as being in 'a romantic spot'. She ep were as 

importam as slate eo the pioneers ar the beginning of the century. 

The first quarry to be worked in the area was Diphwys 

which was es tablished in 1765, with a lease granted in 1799, 

subsequently bought up by W ill iam Turner and the Cas sons, 

English capital was largely responsible for the development 

of the industry. which expanded with the help of wartime 

contracts and increasing demand for roofing slares as a result 

of the Industrial Revolution. with names like the Hollands. 

Cassons, Greaves and W ill iam Turner playing a major par t in 

the industry. By 1873. Blaenau Ffestlniog was described as the 

'Ciry of Slates', With seemingly everything inside and outside 

the houses being made of slate. 

The slate area extends beyond the main basin described 

here. Feeding slate dow n into the town are a number of hidden 

valleys, such as Cwmorthln and Cwm Teigl, all of which have 

discinctive and individual slate remains. The ocher pnnc1pal 

feature of the area is the transport system which moved the 

slate out Slate from the early workings of the late 18th and 

early 19th centur ies was caken by pack animals and men and 

later. by carts down to slate quays on the River Dwyryd, until 

the Ffestiniog Railway was opened in 1836.The surrounding 

valleys each have their own impressive transporcation sysrems, 

such as the Cwmorthin tramway of 1850, later excended to 

the Conglog quarry, the Rhiwbach tram road of 1863. and the 

spectacular qua1-ry inclines of the multi-pitched Moelwyn and 

Graig Ddu. and the partly tunnelled Wrysgan. 

The Ffestiniog slate range stretches some 20km easr-west 

by 7km north-south. With Blaenau Ffestiniog ac its centre. Slate 

blocks were obtained from five beds or veins. each with its 

own characteristics. with the O ld Vein perhaps being the most 

important. The first three decades of 19th century were a 

period of slow but steady development. Organised exploitation 

of slare developed much later at Ffestmiog than in neighbouring 

Caernarfonshire. mainly because there was no large smgle 

landowner, indeed much of the land was Crown properry.While 

leases were granted, landowners were reluctant to invest cap1tal 

in developing che industry. The success of rhe Caernarfonshire 

ventures motivated developmcnr here, buc the shortage of 

manpower and roads were critical in the area's early development. 

Much attention concentrated on improving techniques for 

mining slate, because the dop o f the slate beds determined that 

slate excavation was an underground operation. Increasing 

mechamzation led to the establishment of centralised mills 

served by railways in the early 1850s, replacing the rows of 

small huts previously used for dressing. with water power 

driving the machinery, and providing balances for operating 

the inclines. Many reservoirs were built in the hills above 

Blaenau Ffesuniog. though steam was introduced in 1854 
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Cweithdui adfeilicdig rhtllt1rel Diffwys Casson. 

Ruined workshops at Diphwys Casson quarry. 

gan ddisodl i rhcsi o gyri;JU bach a ddefnyddid gynr i naddu'r 

lb:hi. Erbyn hyn yr oedd p1\'Cr d1\tr yn gweirhio'r peir iann:1u 

.1c yn JJ rpnru'r rn:.~nro li on i Wt!id11o'r incleinau. Adciladwyd 

lbwer o gro11feydd dwr yn v bryni:111 uwchbw Blacnau 

Ffesriniog, er 1 drchrcuwyd dcfnyddio :1gcr ym 1854 .lC awyr 

cr-vasg a thrydan 1 n y lll90au. St·rch hynny, )'f oedd llawer 

rn dibynnu Jr )' t)'W)'dd ac: ar dywydd gerwin byddid yn cau·r 

doddfcydd .1m ddyddtau ar y tro. 

Yn ysrod I 860-70, yr oedd y galw'n fwy na 'r cyflenwad 

yn wyneb rhagor o gyOcon masnachu )'11 sgil y rwf cendlaerhol 

rn y gyfundrefn reilftyrdd a d:ublygiad y porrhbddoedd. 

Gwerth\\')'d hrd .u JO% o gvnnyrch yr .1rdal i tarchnadoedd 

rramor yn y cyfnod hwn. Yr oedd oddeuru 25 doddfa yn 

gwenhio. hwnt ac ym.1 yn yr ardJI eang .u ucheldir ~1anod 

a \loclwyn, er bod yr wyth doddfa fwyaf eu maim a mwyaf 

~o·ynhyrchiol yn dal o fcwn un i ddwy gilomedr 1 ganol Blaenau 

Ffesnniog, lle'r oedd yr adnodd:1u llech i o'r ans:~wdd gorau. 

Yr oedd y rhdyw o'r cloddfcydd llai megis :-.roelw}'n, Conglog 

a Chwt-)'·Bugad ar dir uwch, :Jr gyrion )T adnoddau, lle'r 

ocdd y gwt:l~::~u llcchfacn yn rcneuo a lle'r oedd diffyg 

cludiant. Cafwyd cyfnod m;ttth o ansicrw) dd a bu gwasgfa 

f<JW( 1.1( o l ]878, QC ;Jf ddechrau'r 2Qfcd ganri f bu dihob)ogi 

difnfol a dd~erh i'w anrcnh gyd::~'r Rhyfel Byd Cynraf. Ar 61 

hynny, ni lwyddwyd i ad fer y diwydianr mewn gwirionedd. 

Cynllun rrydan-d\Vr cronfa bwmp Tanygns1au oedd r 
Cl'ntaf o'i f:uh ym Mhrl'dain. Fc.:'i cwblh:~wyd ym 1963 a 

hwn oedd : r un1g t.ldiwydianr or:dlt adacl ci ol am b)'th ar 

y nnvedd ym:1. Crewyd yr argat uchaf trwy ht:laerhu Llyn 
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and compressed aar and electriCity in che 1890s. Howe:·''=' -::" 

weather continued to play a major role, often shut:tmg d•J•r
operations for days at a time. 

During 1860-70, demand exceeded supply as t her'= " '.r<:. 

increased trading opportunities brought about by the n,_v_...
4 

expansion of the railway system and the development d 

harbours. Up to 30% of the area's output was sold to k .. r.,-:-~ 
markets at this t1me. There were about 25 mines in op<:·:;.·.;_ • 

spread over a Wide area of the Maned and Moelwyn ur- :::·.~-. 
although the eight largest and most productive mines "'=' < 

still located within a one to two kilometer radius of&. ~ ·-~ ·:" 
of Blaenau Ffestmlog. where the best quality slate res er''="

were located Most of the smaller concerns such as M~<:.-.
Conglog and Cwc-y-Bugail were at higher altitudes. on ::- 1: 

margins of the reserves. where the slate beds thinned '• "" •~-: 
transport was a problem. A protracted period of Uf1ce~.._,., . . 

and decline set 111 after 1878, and antense contraction r:;~-_,--~ 
at the beginnmg of the 20th century, accompanied by :r:· ·~ .-: 
depopulation culmanattng in the First World War, after "'•.-:· 

the industry never really recovered. 

The other industry to have made irs indelible mar.- ._. 

this landscape is the Tanygmiau hydro-electric pumpec :·.·,· :;~ 
scheme, the first in Brttaln, completed m 1963. The up!"=" -

reservoir was formed by enlarging Lake Scwlan with a -:·/..-.--.,..,. 

dam 380m long and 34m high, the lower by damming'-"'=, ~ 
Y stradau near Tanygristau. with the power station built·.-

its western side. The dam, which is on the SCOrn contc ..- ~-,.

overlooked by the Moelwyn slate quarry. is one of the ... , _ 

promment man·made landmarks in Gwynedd, vis ible f,._, 

great distances to the south.lt serves as a potent rem•r -:'"' 

of the theme in thts landscape of man's enduring srrug;; ~ ._... 
natural resource~ 
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Srwlan a chodi argae goncri r 3 80 m ei hyd a 34m ei huchder, 

a 'r argae isaf rrwr gau ' r Afon Ysrradau ger Tanygrisia u gan 

godi 'r orsaf bwer ar ei glan orllewinol. Saif )'r a rgae 500m 

uwchben SO gyda chwarel y Moelwyn uwcblaw a ' i rhrem 

rua 'r dwr. Mae' r argae hon \ n u.n o' r nodweddion t ir mwyaf 

a mlwg o wairh dm yng Ngwynedd, gan ei bod i'w gweld 

o bellrer mairh o ' r de, Mac'n gofnod pendant am rbema'r 

rirwedd yma s)"n ein hatgoffa am frwydr barhaus dyn am 

adnoddau naturiol. 
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prrthynol yn 11e Eryri, /le ceir cyfoeth d iamheuol o 
olion archeolegol diwydiounol. se{ clnvoreli a 
cUodd{eydd 1/ecln helaeth ac yn weledol amlu•g, 
romenn)•dd nvbel c 'r adeilodwaith, cyfundre{narr 
cludianr ac ar>cddiodml cysylltiol sy'n dyddio o 
ddrr(}edd y } 8(ed hyd at ddeclmm 'r 20fed ganrifoedd. 
Yn yr nrdal he()•d air cynlt.m tryda-n -dtVr- cron{o 
/Jwmp Ta11ygrtsiou, y cymaf o'i fath ~"" /llhryrlain. 
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Disgrifiad o · r tirwedd 

.\lae"r ard::d rn ,,·nnwv5 Tracth .\hwr, nwryd ~- b~·ddai"r llnnw 

yn lliio 1dd1 gym yng n~hcg Afon Gfaslyn ~~ 'n rhedeg run"r 

de o Er~·n 1 l-ac Tremadog. ~1ae·n deb,·g m:11'r ardal hon '"" 

un o·r .:~·nllumau .1dfer nr mw,·af uchelgeiSIOI y 19edd gnnnl 

~·ng :\'gh~·mru, os nad ym .\!hrydain. ;-..~nc·n c,·nnw,·s arglawdd 

Cob Porrhrnado~. d dJisgrifiw~·d unwairh icl rhyfcddod 

C,·mru. m:l gynliuniedig Tremadog o gyfnod y brcnin Si6r, 

a Phorrbmadog. J oedd unwanh ··nun o·r porrhfaddoedd 

mwyar ~m .\1ac C.::redig1on. Mac adennilf Tracrh .\1awr ac 

adeibdu Tn:madug yn enghraiffr ardderchog o ganh·niad 

= 
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Landscape description 

The area comprises Traeth Mawr, or the former tidal estuary 

at the mouth of the River Glaslyn which flows south from 

Snowdonia In to Tremadog Bay. The area represents probably 

one of the most ambitious 19th cemory land reclamation 
schemes. certainly in Wales. if not in Britain. it includes the 

Porthmadog Cob embankment. which was once described as 

the wonder ofWales, the planned Georgian town ofTremadog, 

and Porthmadog. once o ne of the largest ports on Cardigan 

Bay. The reclamation ofTraeth Mawr and the buildang of 

Tremadog IS an excellem example of the product of landlord 
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LANDSCAPES OF HISTORIC INTEREST IN WALES 

menrcr gan bc:rchen nr ac ymdrech bendJnt 1 greu rirwedd 

wrrh dddvn ::~mcanion economJ1dd penodol yn rhan ol.1f y 

I Sied .1 rhan gynraf y l9edd ga nnfocdd. 

Cynhw~·s ir yn yr ardol y cyfan o 'r rir ::1 adcnillwyd hyd 

.H fcin y dogwyni neu'r llcrhrau o amg~·kh yr hyn fu gynr yn 

tor~·d .:yn belied ag Aberglaslyn, rref grnlluniedig Tremadog, 

Porrhm:tdog, penrhyn Penrhyndcudracrh ru:t 'r de sy'n 

cvnnw,·s lleoliod a chefnd1r Porthme~r~on, y penrref E1dalaidd 

e~rron .:1 bens:~ern'iaerh a ddylumwyd Jc J o~odwyd ym:t gan 

Clou!lh Williams-Eihs. 

Yr oedd gan William _\ladocks, Aelod Scneddol dros 

Boston rn SwYdd Lancoln. "eledigaerh o wclla'r rhan hon 

o ddt: )1r Caernarfon. JC un Jgwedd o hynn:v ocdd creu 

Trc:1mdog. t\gwcddau eraill o't grnllun oedd adfcr rir, 

;1deil.1du ffvrdd a dod .3 diwvdianr 1 gefn gwl.ld, yn og,·sr,ll 

J >1<.:rh.1u modd i chwa reli llcchi Ffesrir11og changu rrwy 

ddMp.lru porrhladd vm 1vlhorrhrn.1dog. Mac'r holl nodweddion 

h~·n 1\v gwdd hvd hcddiw yn y mwedd prescnnol. 

<..ym~1wyd cvnlluniau i :tdenn1ll Tr:~.:rh .:\.bwr mor g-ynnar 

:i I 61)5 gan Syr John Wynn o \X.ydir, ond m ddcchrcuwyd .u 

y !!w:urh hyd ddechrau'r 19edd gonnt. Detnyddiodd ;\.l:Jdock~ 

y ftornwn oedd wcdi'i hcrifeddu, 1 brynu nifcr o ffermydd ym 

mhcn uc.:haf Traerh ;\l::twr, vn cynnwys Ynys Fadog, :Jc ym 1800. 

(Lmh j pheiriannydd o Swydd Lincoln i :~dciladu arglawdd 

pndd 1 adcnnill rua 400ha o gorsydd .1 1 hywod fcl rir pori . 

Golygai ail g::a m y cynllun mawr osod allnn rref Tremadog, 

ar oc.:hr orllewinol y rir a adenillwyd. Bwncdid i'r aneddiad 

tod 1·n Mhosfan ar y brif ffordd arfaerhcdig i'r lwerddon. a'i 

_, I I I I. --~ • I. 
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Initiative and conscious landscape creation in pursuit of particular 

economic objectives in the late 18th and early 19th centuries. 

The area includes all the reclaimed land up to the base of 

the cliffs or slopes surrounding the form er estuary as far as 

Aberglaslyn. the planned rown ofTremadog, Porthmadog. the 

Penrhyndeudraeth peninsula to the south which includes the 

location and setting of the architecturally exotic. planced,lcalianate 

v11lage of Portmeirion designed by Clough Williams-EIIis. 

The creation of Tremadog represents the fulfilment of the 

dreams ofWilliam Madocks. MP for Boston in Lincolnshire. who 

had a vision of improving this part of south Caernarfonshire. 

H1s scheme also included land reclamation. road building and 

the Introduction of rural industry. as well as secunng the 

means by which the Ffestiniog slate quarries could expand 

with the provision of harbour works at Porthmadog.All these 

features survive in the present landscape. 

Plans to reclaim Traeth Mawr had been put forward as early 

as 1605. by Sir John Wynn of Gwydir. but it was not until rhe 

beg1nning of the 19th century that work started. With a fortune 

he had inherited. Madocks purchased a number of farms at the 

upper end ofTraeth Mawr, including Y nys Fa dog. and in 1800 

brought in a Lincolnshire engineer to construct an eJrth embank

ment to reclaim about 400ha of marsh and sands for grazing. 

The second stage of the grand design involved the laying 

out of the town ofTremadog, on the west side of the land that 

had been reclaimed. The settlement was intended as a staging 

post on the proposed main route to Ireland which crossed 

into Lleyn here on its way to Porch Dinllaen.Work began in 



A8Ef\GLASLYN 

ASEIIGLASLYN 

ymlaen oddi yma rrwy Lyn 1 8orrh Dmll:ten. Dechreuwyd :u 

) gwa1rh ~·m 1805 a thrcfnwyd r dref ar gynllun ffurf T, grda 
ffordd a elw1d, ~·n briodol, yn Dublin Street yn ffurfio rhan 

uchaf y T, ac ~·no IT oedd tafa m J wasannethu'r goers fawr, 
ncuadd y drcf a th\ marchnad. Ar un ochr o'r stryd hon yr 
oedd Marker Squa;c, ac o gwmpas hwnnw safa1 ra1, s1opau a 
1 hafarnau llai, :JC adeiladw)•d eghvys a chnpel angbydffurfiol 
y nail! ochJ o'r ffordd i'r de o'r dref. 

I greu g.' aith. adeiladwyd melin wlan, bump lla\\ r. a yrnd 
gan dd\\•r, i'r dwyrain o'r drcf 3 chodwyd melin ban aregol 

a melin \·d gerllaw. !viae :1rgaer~u a·r ffosydd d1vr oedd yn 
cu C)•flenw i wedi ~oroes i a gcllir eu gweld a r y llethrau rua'r 
de ddwnain o'r dref. Arweimai camlas o fan ychydig i'r 
gorllewin o'r drell'r mor rua'r gogledd 0 8orrhmadog, 
gyda 'r basn i gamarau i longnu lwytho a dadlwyrho. Cri.·wyd 

mCJthnnfa i'r d1n-rain o' r eglwys. 1 dda rpnru coed i rannuu 
era ill o srad Madocks. 

Yn gynnu ' m 1808, dechrcuwyd ar) cam mwyaf yn y 

cynllun mawr, set l'r Arglawdcll\JJwr neu, fel y'i gelv· ir 'nawr, 
Cob Porrhmadog. Ymes1ynnni nwn o Yny' Tywyn i ochr 
ddcheuol ~· foryd. rcllter 0 ychydig dros un cilomerr, a hwricd!d 
1ddo I;ludo·r fiordd o Lunda111 i Borch Dmllaen rnvy Dremadog, 
ac adcnnill llOOh.1 pellach o dcr. I wnrud )' gwairh ade1l:Jdu, 

)'r ocdd ang~n f.:"·~ ro Afon Glaslrn o'i gwcly yng nghanol 
) foryd ac fe dorrwyd rh1gol atriffisial rrwr Ynys Tpvyn i 
hwyluso hyn. g~ J.1 llifddorau 1 reoli llif r d~vr. Cwblhawrd 
yr .1rgla11'dd rm IS 11, ond b)•lchwvd cf eh we m is 1 n 
ddiweddarJch a hu'n ddrud iawn i'w argywdrio. 

Trwy wvro .\ton Glaslyn, ,1chnswyd 1 h::trbv. r ncwydd 
gael ei ganhu g<'r Y nys Tj·wyn gre1giog. ac fc gah' yd rTI\ )•ddcd 
harbwr ym IS:! l .1 ddechrcuodd ddarblyg•ad Porrhmadog. 
Adedadwrd n h.1rbwr a gusodw~·d cei ncwydd ar renr i 

Samuel Holl~nd. ~· perchennng chwareli llt'chi, :1c wcdyn 
c:~fodd ~· rwf o pnlymad yn y fasn:tch lcch1 ) r efiaHh a 
ddymunll'yd. ~t't ' rhan olaf o g} nllun mawr ~1adod.s. 
i\cleJI,Id\\'"d rrnnHk>rdd ltin fach (Rhcdffon.Jd Flt:sriniog ~·n D\\'11 
ar dra\\'s ~· C1b 1 ~~ 'YIIru 'r hnrbwr 5 chwarell Fft•snniog ~·m I t;36. 
er y hu .\ lado..-b Cl hun farw ··m I !i28. P:111 oedd cynh~ rchu 
ltech1 ~n e1 amerrh 1m 187 3, ~Hil..::lllg)'fnfwyd bod 1,000 o 
lcJngnu yn dudo 116.000 runm· ll o lcch1 allan o Borrhmndog. 

T\ iodd PorrhnJJdog yn mddol yng ngh<~nol y 19cdd gann t. 
ond hrh ddvl:111" .1d ,'v1ado.:h 1'w rheoh. md ocdd ~andd1 r un 
undod .:ynllunJC'I .1 phensat'rn111l :i ThrcmaJog, gyda srryduedd 
ymyl ~ ·n arwain oJdi ar echel) Sn~ J Fawr, cynllun s(n g)·ftreJm 
1 lawer o drefi J,\\·~·dia nnol o'r oes honno. Ffallai mai'r c;1rl·li 
rw'r unig adt'il,lJ.w i'w nodi yn ~ dref, ac etal1.11 hefyd .ud.1l 
Cornhrll gyda ·, "rorda1 a rh:u rt.:r.ls .• '\lac t wf Porrhmadog 
yn rh3nnol grinrol. o le•nf, .1111 dd1ffyg rw(Tremadog, gJn loJ 
Rheilifordd y C:.Jmbmn, a adeiladwrd ynr 1867, wcd1 dt:wis 
m~·nd tr"·r Borrhmadog ar er ffordd i Bwllheti. 

.\1.1<' penrh1 n Penrhmdeudrat'th Jlc sa•ff Ponhme~non ~ n 
d!m edd cynllun•<'d•g lla i o f::unr a JdevJISW)'d gan Clough 
Wiiii.1111>· EIIis I>~ dd 5'i dj\ Pl:l'> Brondanw, hefyd vn edrvch 
dro~ ae wedi ei !=Yilll\\')'S yn yr ;udal hon) fcl I' sane del!n·d(>l 
i'w hoff freudd11 Yd o benrret ffanras1 lie gnllai ddefm·ddio'r 
a rdduiii,HI pensaerniol a apeli~i aro. M,1e'r pcmref yn creu eJ 
dirwcdd gwah~nol, un1gryw 1nwn, ci hun, nnd heblaw am fod 
yn an•n1ad ym"elwyr poblog~rdd sv·n enwog yn rh)1lgw!Jdol, 
eofir ci pn y mwprnf o bobl y dyddi01u hyn fcl r m;;n lie 
ffilmiwyd The Pm\.>ner, cyfres deledu yn y I 960au a ddr~eth 
yn destun cwlr )'ITI)'Sg ci dilynw)•r. 
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1805 and the town was la1d out on aT-shaped plan, with the 

top formed by the aptly-named main road, Dublin Street. which 
held the coach1ng inn, town hall and market house. Off this 
opened Market Square, around which were houses, shops and 
smaller inns, while a church and a nonconformist chapel were 
built either side of the road to the south of the rown. 

In order to generate employment, a five-storey, water 
powered woollen mill was built to the east of the town and an 
ancillary full ing mill and a corn mill erected nearby. The dams 
and leacs of the water supply system surv1ve on the slopes to 

the north east of the town. A canal ran from just west of the 
town out to sea north of Porthmadog, with a basin to allow 
ships eo load and unload. A nursery was created to the east of 
the church, supplying trees to other pares of the Madocks esr.ne. 

Early in 1808. work began on the greatest undertaking of 
all In the grand scheme, namely the Great Embankment or, as it 
IS now known, the Porthmadog Cob. This extended from Ynys 

Tywyn to the south side of the estuary, a distance of just over 
a kilometr·e, and intended to carry the post road from London 
to Porth Dinllaen via Tremadog. and to reclaim a further 
1200ha of land. Construcrion necessitated diverting the River 
Glaslyn from Its mid-estuary course and an artifictal channel 
was cut through Ynys Tywyn to facilitate thiS, with sluice gares 
eo control the flow of water. Although the embankment was 
completed in 1811, it was breached six months later and had 
to be repaired at great cost. 

The divers•on of the River Glaslyn led to the scouring out 
of a new harbour alongside the rocky Ynys Tywyn. and a harbour 
licence was obtained in 1821 which initiated the development 
of Porthmadog.The harbour was built and a new quay rented 
to Samuel Holland, the slate quarry owner. and the resultant 
growth of the slate rrade achieved in effect. the last phase of 
Madocks's grand plan.A narrow gauge tramway (the present 
Ffestiniog Railway) was built across the Cob connecting the 

harbour w1th the Ffestiniog quarries m 1836, although Madocks 
himself had died in 1828.At the peak of slate productiOn in 
1873, an estimated 1,000 ships moved 116,000 tons of slate 
out of Porchmadog. 

Porthmadog grew steadily in the mid-19th century. though 
without Madocks's controlling influence, the town lacked the 
planning and archiLectural unity ofTremadog, with side streetS 
runn111g off the axial High Street. a plan common to many 
Industrial towns of the age The chapels are perhaps the only 
build•ngs of note m the town, and possibly the Cornhill area 
with its warehouses and terraced housing. The growth of 
Porthmadog 1s at least partly responsible for the fossilization 
ofTremadog. for the Cambrian Railway built 1n 1867 chose to 
pass through the former on its way ro Pwllheli. 

The Penrhyndeudraeth peninsula on which Portmeirlon 
stands is a smaller planned landscape chosen by Clough 
Williams-EIIis (whose house, Plas Brondanw. also overlooks 
and is included in this area) as the ideal s1te for his chenshed 
dream of a fanta sy vil lage where he could indulge in rhe styles 
of architecture which attracted him. The village creates its own 
disr.rete. yet highly d•stinct~ve.landscape. but apan from be111g 
a popular and internationally famous architectural tourist 
attraction, it is associated in most minds roday as the place 
where The Prisoner was filmed. a 1960s television senes that 
became a cult. 
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Arbeumg. Mae'n cyrmwys Ardaloedd Cadwracth 
Portlm1o1dog, 'Trermrdog a 11horrhnwrion. 
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Rhestred ig Grudd{n 11•. 
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E. Beazley, Madocks and the Wonder o(Woles (Faber and Faber: London 196 7). 

HLW(Gw)7 

25 

l..andranger 12 4 

Gwynedd 

Gwynedd 

The norlhcrn end of !he areo rs wtrhm the Snowdomo 
Notional Pori< ond rhe wescem end wnhtn !he Ueyn 
Penmsulo Enwtl'lmenca!ly SeiiSmve Area. The oteo mcludes· 
port of 1/le Coed Tremodol Nouonol Nature Reserve: 
port of Mor(o Horl«h ond cM whole of Gloslyn Monhes 

and Pora Croesor S11es o( Spe<ral Saena(K lnrere~L 
le lndudes Porthmodog, Tremodog and Portmeirion 
Conservovon Ateos Porrhmadog Cob IS categorised 
as o a Grade /1 l.med Building. 

A man-mode londscopc occupymg o reclaimed river 
estuary sttuored •n south Snowdonto, the whale conccwed 
os one man's grand scheme, probably lhe masr ambitious 
of its kmd in 19th century Brrtom. The area includes: !he 

rec.latmed marshes and Porlhmadog Cob embonkmem: 
Tremodog planned wwn and Porr.hmadOf toNn. 
Portme•non. the orchtteaurally-exock. planted, lror.onare 
village dcs•gned by Oouth Wllltoms-EJrtS is also rncluded 

R. Millward, and A. Robinson. Landscapes a( North Wales (David and Charles: Newton Abbot 1978). 
C. Williams-EIIis. Porrmeirton: iiS What? When? Why? and How Variously Answered (Porcmeirion: Penrhyndeudraeth 1973) 
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