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Previous work

The archaeology of early burial may, in one sense perhaps, be said ta begin with those
enquiring minds who sought answers to the question ‘whose grave is this?' on recognising a
burial monument of some past beyond living memory in their own landscape, or on hearing of
the accidental discovery of burials during agricultural works or by erosion of the coastline.
Among the earliest records of such curiosity is the series of englynion collected together in
the thirteenth century Black Book of Carmarthen and later manuscripts under the title
Englynion y Beddau (stanzas of the graves) but thought, for the most part to derive from ninth
or tenth century originals. ‘Whose is the grave on the hill-slope yonder?' or ‘Whose is the
four-sided grave with its four stones at its head?’ are typical of the poet's questions. This was
not an idle curiosity as another ninth or tenth century text makes clear. The green graves of
the ancestors were the strength and foundation of a community. 'Y glas fyfyr, y gwaed o dan
draed y gwyr: the blood under men's feet (Canu Llywarch Hen Xl, 636). In answer, the
graves are invariably ascribed to heroes of folk-tale or saga. It is clear, where locations can
be identified, that graves from various periods of the past have aroused interest. For
example, ‘the grave of Dylan at Llanfeuno, where the wave roars' is clearly a reference to the
Neaolithic chambered tomb on the shoreline at Clynnog (the church of St. Beuno). A variety of
locations are involved; at the confluence of rivers, at fords, at settlements, on hill slopes and
upland locations in prominent positions (on Arfon's height, on Nantlle's height), and in the
fortified places (whose is the grave in the caerau opposite Bryn Beddau? (the hill of the
graves). A high proportion of graves are on or close to the coastline: where the wave roars,
near the sea shore, where the waves buffet the land, under cover of the sea, on the Morfa
(sea strand), on Morfa Dinlleu, on the shingle of Menai. On one occasion the poet 'hears a
heavy wave upon the sand around the grave of Disgryrnin Disgyffeddawd'. It is difficult to
escape the conclusion that these were graves exposed in the process of coastal erosion. And
still we seek answers to these same questions

Circumstantial detail suggests that the stanzas are a memory of actual rather than imagined
discoveries. There are references to an oaken coffin, four-sided graves, long graves (‘let him
who would seek them dig in the uplands of Gwanas Gwyr', near Dolgellau ), long-narrow
graves, a four-sided grave with four stones at its head and, in the instance of the graves on
the Morfa (Morfa Rhianedd, the sea-strand between Degannwy and Llandudno), where five
burials are referred to, it would seem as though a cemetery had been uncovered.

Perhaps slightly later (fourteenth century MS; probable twelfth century redaction), but similar
in style, is the poignant passage in the second branch of the Mabinogi describing Branwen's
return from Ireland with her companions, the seven survivors, and the head of Bran. 'And they
came to land at Aber Alaw in Talybolion' (Anglesey). And then they sat down and rested
them. Then she looked on Ireland and the Island of the Mighty, what she might see of them.
‘Alas, Son of God,” said she, 'woe is me that ever | was born: two good islands have been laid
waste because of me!' And she heaved a great sign, and with that broke her heart. And a
four-sided grave was made for her, and she was buried there on the bank of the Alaw', (G.
Jones and Thomas Jones (trans.) The Mabinogion). The passage is of interest in that the
location for this episode may be suggested by the local knowledge of the discovery of such a
four-sided grave at the estuary of the Alaw, perhaps conditioned by a pre-existing association
with Branwen, The possibility that this may be likely is enhanced by the disturbance of cist
graves from within a circular enclosure known as Capel Bronwen, close to the mouth of the
Alaw before 1713. Among the material disturbed was the elaborately inscribed Early
Christian stone known variously as the Trescawen or Llantrnisant stone (RCAHMW, Anglesey
Inventory cix-cxiii). Again it is of circumstantial interest to recagnise that the hinterland of the
Alaw has provided evidence for the densest concentration of long cist burials in north west
Wales

The sixteenth and seventeenth centuries were a time of great landscape change in parts of
Gwynedd, particularly, it would seem in Anglesey where, as Leland describes, 'In time of mind
men used not in Tir Mon (the land of Mon) to separate their ground, but now still more and
more they dig stony hillocks in their grounds and with the stones of them rudely congested
they divide their grounds after Devonshire fashion. In digging these [they] dig up in many



places earthen pots with the mouths turned downward, containing [ashes and cremated
bone], (L. Toulmin Smith (ed.) The ltinerary of John Leland, pt. Vi, vol 3. 90). No doubt early
Christian burial grounds were similarly disturbed. Scholars and men of letters now began to
take a serious interest in the history, literature and antiquities of Wales. Amang the most
notable recorders of the archaeology of Gwynedd during the |ate seventeenth and early
eighteenth centuries were Edward Liwyd who contributed to the revision of Camden's
Britanmia; Henry Rowlands, whose Antiquitates Parochiales (1710) and Mona Antiqua
Restaurata (1723) describe and attempt to transcribe examples of early Christian inscribed
stones among much else; and Lewis Morris (1701-1785). Edward Llwyd’s unpublished
manuscripts remain a source of otherwise unavailable detail, including, for example, the
record of a now lost inscribed stone from Capel Eithin, Anglesey and the detail that the
Dervori stone had, when found, been incorporated in a cist grave, among manuscripts of the
1690s (BM Stowe MSS 1023-1024).

One of the earliest reports of the disturbance of an early Christian burial ground in the course
of trunk road construction is recorded at Dol Trebeddau near Pentrefoelas during work on
Telford's, then new, A5 in 1819-20 (Edwards, 1992, 1). One of the graves was covered by an
inscribed stone, face down (ECMW 183). Dol Trebeddau lies at the eastern extremity of
Gwynedd (old county). There is a certain irony in the recognition that the most recent
discovery of a long cist cemetery was made in advance of major works to he same route at its
western extremity, at Ty Mawr, Holyhead, in 1999.

Edwards suggests (1992, 1) that the earliest recorded archaeological investigation of an early
Christian burial ground in Wales was undertaken by Stanley at Tywyn y Capel in 1846. More
recent excavations at the same site in 1985 and 1997 continue to provide new detail on
sequence and chronology.

A series of notable scholars, beginning with Westwood (Lapidaria Walliae 1876-9)
successively placed the study of early Christian inscribed stones on a secure footing. Nash-
Williams' Early Christian Monuments of Wales (1950) remains the definitive study This,
however, is now under revision by N. Edwards. With notable exceptions, such as Stanley's
work at Tywyn y Capel or Stallybrass at Clynnog in 1914, however, very little attention has
been paid to the burials themselves until the last quarter of this century. Throughout Wales
as a whole important excavations on early Christian bunal grounds have now been
undertaken, mostly under rescue conditions, at Caerwent, (1980s); Plas Gogerddan, Dyfed
(1986), Caer, Bayvil, Dyfed (1979); Atlantic Trading Estate, Barry (1985); Llandough,
Glamorgan (early 1990's), Capel Maelog, Powys (1985). In north-west Wales Houlder's
important excavations at the earlier prehistoric ritual complex at Llandygai in 1967 identified
extended inhumations in association with a special grave, defined by a square ditch.
Excavations were undertaken at Arfryn, Bodedern, (R.B. White and J. Hedges in 1971 and
S |. White in 1980, and Capel Eithin, (S.1. and R.B. White 1980) both on Anglesey Other
work followed: at Bangor in 1984 and 1989, Tywyn y Capel in 1985 and 1997 and Ty Mawr,
Holyhead in 1999. Together, this recent work has shed considerable new light an the context
and organisation of early Medieval burial in Wales, particularly in allowing comparison with
the trends revealed as a result of studies undertaken elsewhere in Britain.



Burial archaeology
The characteristics of, and background to, early Medieval burial in north west
Wales.

Contexts

During the early Medieval centuries in north west Wales the burial of the dead acquired
certain characteristics which are recognisable in the archaeoclogical record. Some of these
are new, others represent a continuation or maodification of earlier rites. The establishment of
the Christian church was a significant factor in this process. Contact with a wider Christian
world and with culturally related communities closer to home were also important influences
Among these characteristics may be numbered:

1. extended supine inhumation,

2. oriented burial, head to the west,

3. both dug and stone-lined graves with the stone-lined examples exhibiting varying degrees
of complexity,

4. the presence of ‘'special’ graves, visibly distinguishable within a cemetery,

5. barrows or caims,

6. grave markers such as inscribed stones or wooden crosses, and, later cross-incised
stones,

7. a focus or foci within the cemetery, in the vicinity of which burials cluster,

8. evidence of earlier ritual or burial activity on the same site,

9. enclosures within which the burials are placed. These may be broadly contemporary or
may involve the re-use of a pre-existing enclosure.

10. General absence of grave-goods

Each of these attributes will be discussed more fully below. Firstly, it may be of value to
consider the chronological background to the emergence of specifically early Christian burial
and its influences. This will be undertaken with reference to the neighbouring regions of
Britain where comparable or divergent general trends may be observed.

General trends in burial practice in later prehistoric Britain and Ireland
At the beginning of the first millennium BC the common burial rite throughout Britain was
cremation, either within an urn or in a pit. In Ireland a ring ditch, sometimes with associated
mound could define such cemeteries. Throughout Britain the new mounds of the later Bronze
Age were consistently smaller than those of the earlier Bronze Age although earlier barrows
could become the focus for later Bronze Age cemeteries. Inhumation is rare and the more
distinctive examples would seem to display continental affinities. Consideration should also
be given, in this period, to the possibility that the remains of the dead, cremated or otherwise,
were committed to the waters of rivers, lakes and marshes accompanied by the large quantity
of high status metalwork that has been dredged from, for example, the major river systems of
sauthern Britain.

In Ireland cremation continued to be the preferred rite through much of the lron Age. Such
cemeteries are defined, as previously, by ring-ditch enclosures with cremations placed within
the ring and covered by a low mound or placed in the encircling ditch. Small personal items
such as brooches and glass beads can accompany the burials. Earlier monuments continue
to provide a focus for these cemeteries as, for example, at Kiltierney, Ca Fermanagh, where a
passage grave of Neolithic date was 'appropriated’ by enclasing it with a ditch. Iron Age
cremations were then placed in the main mound. Further cremations were laid outside the
ditch and covered by nineteen small maunds, ringing the monument. In another instance, the
cemetery at Carrowjames comprises ten barrows, some clearly Iron Age on the site of an
earlier burial focus.

On mainland Britain inhumation burial makes an appearance in a number of areas during the
fifth and fourth centuries BC. Among the most significant, numerous and regionally
distinctive, are the 'Arras culture' barrow burials of Yorkshire. These generally small barrows,
around 9m across, frequently occur in large cemeteries. Over 500 such burials have been
recorded at Burton Fleming. The burials themselves are predominantly crouched



inhumations, lacking grave goods except for small personal items and, sometimes, joints of
pork or mutton. The richest, however, are spectacularly well provided for with the dead laid
out an, or among, the dismantled coach-work, wheels and fittings of carts, sometimes
accompanied by the horses and horse gear too. A particularly distinctive feature of these
‘Arras’ barrows is the circular or, more commoenly, square ditch, which encloses them. While
this would appear to mark the first appearance of the square-ditched barrow on mainland
Britain, the form, if not the cultural association, re-appears in north Britain and Wales in a later
context.

Elsewhere there are a few indications of inhumations with cart burials, as widely spaced as
Suffolk and Dorset.

Inhumations in stone cists are known from Devon and Cornwall, Scatland and perhaps
Wales, at Cerrig y Drudion. Some of these could be described as cemeteries with graves
arranged in rows. Other inhumation cemeteries are known: from Deal in Kent and fram the
tribal area of the Durotriges in the general area of Dorset in the first century BC. The
Durotrigian cemeteries are small; comprising crouched inhumations in unprotected pits
accompanied by a few grave goods, best exemplified by the war cemetery at Maiden Castle.
The Deal cemetery is earlier, Middle Iron Age, and particularly interesting because it
illustrates another facet of the recurring trends which accompany burial from later prehistory
through the Roman period and into the early Medieval centuries. A Bronze Age barrow
ariginally occupied the site. This mohument of an earlier landscape determined the choice of
location but the burials themselves were ranged in two groups. Each it would seem had its
own focus signalled by the identification of 'special' graves, enclosed within a ditch and,
perhaps, under a mound created from the spolil of the ditch. Finally, much later, Anglo-Saxaon
inhumation burials were made on the site.

Nevertheless, despite the clear presence of formal cemetery burial in certain regions — in
Yorkshire and Kent during the Middle |ron Age, in Dorset during the Later Iron Age, for
example, apart from individual high-status graves, it would appear that the majority of the
population were committed to the afterlife either with little ceremany or accompanied by rites
which evade the archaeological record. Articulated bodies have been recovered from disused
storage pits on settlement sites and frequently part-bodies have been found. One possible
explanation is that the initial rite may have involved exposure and excarnation. In north
Britain, the association of fine metalwork of Late Bronze Age and Iron Age date suggested a
possible context for funerary rites which are otherwise similarly largely undetectable during
this period (| Ralston in Megaw and Simpson, Introduction to British Prehistory, 477).
Nevertheless, in the north too, a few instances of formal internment are recorded most of
which are late in the lron Age. These include crouched inhumation in short cists, for example
at Moredun, Midlothian, where first century AD metalwork provides a chronological context; at
Kingoldrum and Airlie, Angus, in association with third/fourth century Roman glass (Ralston,
476), at Broxmouth hillfort (with third to second century be uncalibrated radiocarbon
determinations) at Dryburn Bridge palisaded enclosure (with dates spanning the Early and
Middle Iron Age, - J. Close-Brooks, 'Pictish and other burials’ in J.G.P. Friell and W.G.
Watson, (eds), Pictish Studies, BAR 125 (1984)). At St. Mary on the Rock, Kirkhill, St.
Andrews, six crouched burials were recorded stratified below a cemetery of long cists and
predominantly extended inhumations in dug graves of the Early Medieval centuries,

During the first century BC cremation burial was re-introduced in the south east of mainland
Britain, in Kent, and north of the Thames in Essex and Hertfordshire and taken up on a grand
scale. The richest burials were accompanied by exotic items of high status reflecting a life,
and perhaps anticipating an afterlife, of feasting, drinking and gaming. During the early
Roman centuries the cremation rite permeated the new province.

Ironically, in Ireland, after centuries during which cremation predominated, it has been
suggested that inhumation burial was introduced during this same period (E. O'Brien, 131).
The key site is Lambay Island where a number of crouched inhumations were recorded on
the shoreline in association with a sword, shield, decorated sheet bronze, brooches and a
beaded torc, all of mainland British derivation and late first century AD in date. The precise
chronology of crouched inhumation in Ireland is uncertain but where the practice occurs in



direct association with cremation, the proportions of inhumation to cremation appear to
increase with time. The Rath of the Synods, Tara, is a key site. The first phase is
represented by a small ring barrow 15m. in diameter. Five primary cremations are associated
with the low mound. This barrow was subsequently modified by slight levelling and four
further cremations and one crouched inhumation were inserted. Phase 2 Is represented by a
series of palisaded enclosures. During a third phase, two cremations and five inhumations
were Interred in a small area 6m. by 4m. Three of the inhumations were crouched, one was
extended and the fifth was disturbed. Finally, perhaps during the fourth or fifth century AD on
the basis of Roman artefacts recovered, a ring fort 83m. in diameter, enclosed by four
ramparts, was constructed on the site.

In Roman Britain extended inhumation gained popularity during the second century and
during the later Roman period extended supine inhumation was the dominant rite. An
increasing interest in an afterlife (not necessarily Christian) may have been a contributory
influence. Grave goods continued to accompany such burials but it is important to recognise
that richly furnished graves are in the minority. Extended inhumation reached Ireland at this
time too. A number of burials, extended inhumations with a stone at head and foot, were
recorded in the early nineteenth century on the beach at Bray, Co. Wicklow, Roman coins of
Trajan and Hadrian, said to have been associated with the burials as payment to the Stygian
ferryman, identify the graves as pagan and of intrusive Roman derivation (E. O'Brien,

1992 132). Extended inhumation appears to have been adopted quickly in Ireland as it was
on the mainland although archaism could occur as in the case of Furness, Co. Kildare where
cremation burials have been dated by radiocarbon determination to 430-580 cal AD.

Extended inhumation is seen in north Britain too in the early centuries AD. At Broxmouth,
East Lothian, where crouched inhumations represent the lron Age rite, an extended
inhumation in a dug grave is dated by radiocarbon determination to the second to fourth
century ad (uncalibrated). At Camelan, Stirling, two extended inhumations with spears,
sword, and iron shield boss interred in a stone-lined cist are thought to be the graves of native
Britons serving in a late first century AD auxiliary unit. Such a burial would seem to be in the
tradition of the multiple burials in massive cists noted above At Craigie, Angus, however, a
slab-built long cist containing an exiended inhumation accompanied by an iron penannular
brooch may be as early as the second or third century AD

It has been suggested that long cists began to gain popularity in Roman Britain during the 4"
century. Elizabeth O'Brien has argued that this chronology might equally apply to Ireland.
The spatial relationship of stone-lined graves to other forms of burial can raise intriguing
questions. At Knowth, for example, around thirty inhumations have been recorded clustering
around the base and in the ditch of the great Neolithic passage grave. Some are crouched
burials, some are unprotected extended inhumations and a small group of four, set slightly
apart from the rest, are extended inhumations in stone-lined graves. In early medieval
western and north Britain, however, long cists and dug graves appear to be contemporary
and both types can occur on the same site with no obvious chronological distinction.

A number of long cist cemeteries are known from north Britain. They are particularly common
in the Lothians and the coastal areas of Fife but also occur in Argyll and Galloway and as far
south as Berwickshire on the east coast. Long cists under square ditch barrows and stone
cairns are also known from Pictland in Fife and south east Angus and in smaller numbers
around the Moray Firth. The earliest available radiocarbon determinations from long cists in
north Britain are of the fifth and sixth centuries (at Lundin Links, Fife, from a cemetery which
also includes long cists beneath platform cairns; the Catstane, Midlothian, from a cemetery
which has, as one focus, an inscribed ?fifth/sixth century stone; and at Hallowhill, Fife, from a
part of the cemetery arranged in regular rows). At Hallowhill there is a strong suggestion of at
least one earlier focus although the majority of the radiocarbon dated graves would appear to
be of the seventh century.

It is likely that most of the long cist cemeteries of Fife and the Lothians occur in a Christian
context although the process of extended inhumation in a cist is not, in itself, a defining
Christian characteristic. Smith has drawn attention to the differential distribution of square-
ditch barrows (to which we might add platform cairns) and Pictish Class | inscribed stones



north of the Forth, on the one hand, and long cists and early Christian inscribed stones on the
other (Smith, "The origins and development of christianity in North Britain and Southern
Pictiand’, in J. Blair and C. Pyrah (eds.) Church Archaeology, CBA Res Rep 104, 19-42).
Such distributions might be taken to imply an ideological stand off between pagan Picts and
Christian Britons and, perhaps, increasingly Christianised Picts, in the sixth and seventh
centuries. In just the same way, the elaborate and ostentatiously pagan barrow cemeteries of
early seventh century Anglo-Saxon England might be seen to mark, not the last gasp of a
pagan tradition, but a reaction to the encroachment of Christianity at a time which Anglo-
Saxon burials of the ‘final phase’ were exhibiting characteristics not dissimilar to the east-west
oriented extended inhumations of the British, with minimal or no grave goods (E. O'Brien and
C. Roberts (1996), 60). Itis virtually impossible to differentiate these final phase burials
against the criteria of Christianity or Paganism.

Some characteristics of Romano-British cemeteries

Cemeteries of the Raman period may be expected wherever settlement existed (B. Jones, An
Allas of Roman Britain, 1990, 300), Roman forts, farms in the countryside and towns have all
produced evidence of burial. The large centres of population have, understandably, produced
the greatest quantity of information. Some major towns were provided with a number of burial
grounds, frequently on the fringes of settlement. Roman Dorchester, for example, had
several cemeteries of which the most extensively investigated 1s Poundbury where around
1500 burials have been excavated out of an estimated total of 2500.

As extended inhumation gained in popularity at the expense of cremation so certain features
become discernible in the organisation of burial grounds, which may have relevance to our
understanding of the cemeteries of the early Middle Ages. Many late Roman cemeteries
display an ordered arrangement in the layout of graves. This ordering can take a number of
forms.

Alignment is frequently east west, although features of the local topography can be a strong
conditioning influence. Burials can be aligned on adjacent roads or tracks (as at Lankhills,
Winchester, for example) or on field and property boundaries. Layout can follow linear
features, head to toe, as do a series of burials along the ditched boundary of an enclosure at
Poundbury or can be seen to butt up against linear boundaries (as at Lankhills). (For both
these features, see the distribution of graves in the Early Medieval cemetery at Capel Eithin,
Anglesey, Smith and White, 1999). A ranked arrangement in rows, side by side, is a recurring
feature. Such ordering, with little overlapping, would seem to imply the use of grave markers.
Grouping can occur within cemeteries, determined by association of family or the clustering of
burials around one or more local foci within the cemetery. Such foci may also determine
alignments in that part of the cemetery. Again these are recurring features of Early Medieval
cemeteries. There may be other considerations, which give rise to groupings or clusterings
too. At both Lankhills and Poundbury there is a suggestion that richer graves occur in local
groups, although the reasons why this should be so are less clear (Woodward, 1992, 86-97).
Other forms of segregation, which have been identified, include that of gender. At Lankhills,
in a late phase of the development of the cemetery, the majority of female graves could be
seen to have been buried to the west of a north-south boundary across the site. At Capel
Eithin there would seem to have been a degree of segregation on the basis of age,

A particularly significant feature of such cemeteries is the presence of mausolea or otherwise
specially marked graves. Good examples occur at both Lankhills and Poundbury At
Poundbury rectilinear masonry structures enclosing multiple burials (perhaps family groups)
and square-ditched enclosures marking single graves both occur. At Lankhills rectangular
ditched enclosures with an entrance to the east mark single and multiple burials, some of
which were accompanied by rich artefacts. In at least two instances these special grave
enclosures were cut by later burials including interments accompanied by grave goods.

The earliest churches and their relationship to burial
Amaong the rows of graves occupying the extensive extra mural cemeteries of late Roman
Britain there are likely to have been many Christian bunals. In the absence of epitaphs or



iconography it Is impossible to differentiate the Christian from the Pagan. Nevertheless,
certain graves were distinguished by enclosure within special structures which constituted a
mausocleum for the individual or family group. In a Christian context such constructions might
represent the martyrium or confessio of a local saint. In a continental context such landmarks
in a cemetery would attract an accumulation of burial ‘ad sanctos’ in anticipation of imbuing
the deceased with spiritual benefit through contiguity. Again, on the continent there are
numerous examples of important churches, which developed on the site of such shrines, St
Peter's, Rome, is the classic example. Others include Xanten (ad sanctos), St. Denis, Paris,
Trier and St. Germain, Auxerre. A different, but related, process can be seen at work at
Tournai. Here, in 481, Childeric was buried, accompanied by three horse burials and much
rich equipment and jewellery under a large mound on the edge of the Roman cemetery there.
This grave became a focus for other burials and by the late seventh century a church had
been built on the site.

Examples from late Roman Britain are more difficult to demonstrate. Blair reminds us that
while many churches demonstrably overlie prehistaric and Roman monuments, the
conclusions to be drawn from these associations are less straightforward. (J. Blair, Churches
in the Early English landscape, in J. Blair and C. Pyrah (eds.), Church Archaeology, CBA Res
Rep 104, 6-18). Nevertheless, there are hints of a comparable process. At Wells, for
example a Saxon burial chapel was placed over and on the same alignment as a late or sub-
Roman mausoleum in the immediate vicinity of the wells that give name to the place. The
burial chapel was then incorporated in St. Mary's chapel in the tenth century immediately
adjacent to the later cathedral site.

In the countryside, cemeteries may have developed along slightly different lines, but there are
comparable features. Again the evidence from the rural landscape of northern and western
Gaul may suggest certain trends which throw light on the evidence from Britain. A number of
intrusive Merovingian cemeteries from the late fifth century onwards occupy the sites of, or
occur in close proximity to, late Roman rural cemeteries (A Dierkens and P Périn, ‘Death and
Burial’ in The Transformation of the Roman World AD 400-900, eds. L. Webster and M
Brown, 1997, 89). The pre-existing population, in this situation continued to use these
cemeteries while gravitating towards the new foci created by the Merovingian burials. Large
cemeteries developed. In some instances timber and stone funerary structures were erected
(Dierkens and Périn, 1997, 93). Pagan and Christian burials could occur in the same
cemetery. At Hordain (Nord, France) Frankish warrior burials and other Christian graves
occupy a rectangular stone funerary chapel with pagan burials in the cemetery outside it
(Dierkens and Périn, fig. 40).

During the eighth century, however, churches came to be established at villages and acquired
parochial status at this time. A significant. if not immediate, effect was the abandonment of
the traditional burial grounds on the periphery of settliement in response to the attractions of
the new village churches. An exception to this trend occurred when private funerary chapels
on pre-existing burial grounds under the patronage of a local aristocratic family, acquired the
status of a parochial church thereby enhancing the prospects of continuity of use at the
cemetery. We may glimpse something of the same processes at work in the rural landscape
in early Medieval Britain. Mortuary structures of timber (at Plas Gogerddan, Dyfed; Capel
Eithin, Anglesey, Llandygai, Gwynedd) and graves identified as 'special’ — under square-
ditched barrows (at Tandderwen, Clwyd) or marked by inscriptions on stone (or at least
inferred to have been, as at Arfryn, Anglesey) occur among the extended inhumations in dug
graves and stone-lined graves of the rural cemeteries of north Wales. Mausolea of this kind
may have been enhanced over time by rebuilding in stone (Ardwall Isle is a classic example,
A.C. Thomas, 1971, The Early Christian Archaeology of North Britain). Eglwysi y Bedd at
Clynnog (Gwynedd), Caer Gybi (Anglesey) and possibly Llaneilian (Anglesey) may represent
a further stage in the process, on the sites of major Gwynedd churches. Pennant Melangell
(Powys) is another example where a significant early grave appears to have provided the
inspiration for construction of a pilgrimage church in the twelfth century, complete with
Romanesque shrine. The early grave has been revealed by excavation below the apse of the
twelfth century church.



At Llansadwrn, the discovery, in the churchyard, of an inscribed stone commemorating ‘the
blessed Saturninus and his saintly wife' introduces the possibility that the present parish
church was founded on a specially marked grave of the fifth or sixth century The dedication
of the church is to Sadwrn (Lat. Saturnus, dim. Saturninus). These are potentially early burial
grounds, which may have continued in use. Others, such as Capel Eithin and Llandygai, did
not. These latter, perhaps, represent the majority

Elizabeth O'Brien outlines two processes that may have contributed to the abandonment of
early burial grounds with the exception of instances where the veneration of a particular grave
was sufficiently strong that it resulted in the construction of a church on the site. The first is
the growing perception that burial in the company of Pagans was no longer appropriate in a
Christian context — (Collectio Canonum Hibernenis, (De Martyribus, Wasserschleben, 1885,
208-9, guoted by O'Brien, 1992, 135) even though the earliest Christian burials had been
made in old established traditional and familial burial grounds which inevitably incorporate the
graves of pagan ancestors.

The second is the growing power of the cult of corporeal relics. The lifting, during the seventh
century, of legal and ecclesiastical prohibitions on the translation of the physical remains of
the dead made it legitimately possible for churches to acquire relics. Communities were
encouraged to seek burial near the bones of venerated saints rather than among the bones of
ancestors in traditional burial grounds. This trend became an important mechanism in
attracting patronage to a church (E. O'Brien, 1992, 136) and, in time, saw the abandonment
of those traditional cemeteries where the cult and shrine of a particular important individual
had not developed sufficiently strongly to maintain them.

It would seem that in many areas of the western Christian world at this time, around the 8"
century, an increasing organisation in the church and monopolisation of burial, was bringing
with it a certain shift of focus in the liturgical landscape. This can be seeh in the countryside
of northern Gaul where the establishment of village churches with parochial status brings
about the demise of rural cemeteries; in south-western Britain where cemeteries like
Cannington, with late Roman origins and despite the development of a number of foci within
the cemetery, is abandoned during the early eighth century

In Dyfed, the distribution of early Christian inscribed stones has been seen to reflect shifts in
ecclesiastical focus between the fifth and sixth centuries on the one hand and the ninth
century, on the other; and in southern Pictland, Smith has seen the distinction, both functional
and in terms of distributions, between Class 1 Pictish stones and Class 2 stones and later
cross-slabs as one between foci of secular activity, perhaps accompanied by burial, on the
one hand, and ecclesiastical centres on the other (I. Smith, 'The origins and development of
Christianity in north Britain and southern Pictland’, in J. Blair and C. Pyrah, (eds), Church
Archaeology, CBA Res Rep 104, 1996, 19-37). As Smith remarks, if this were simply a
chronological development, then some overlap in distribution might be anticipated. But there
Is a spatial shift also.

On the fringes of Pictland, the predominantly long-cist cemetery at Hallowhill, St. Andrews
Fife has been argued to have been abandoned by the eighth/ninth century at about the time it
is suggested that the large, dug-grave cemetery at Kirkhill, St. Andrews came into regular use
in association with the church of St. Mary on the Rack, (E. Proudfoot, ‘Excavations at the long
cist cemetery on the Hallow Hill, St. Andrew's Fife'. 1975-7, PSAS 126 (1996), 387-454).

In north west Wales there is a clear typological, spatial and contextual distinction between the
monuments of the earliest Medieval centuries and those of the seventh to eleventh centuries
AD. Few of the identified burial grounds characteristic of this earliest phase are at locations
later occcupied by churches and, despite the propensity for memorial stones to be removed to
a local parish church, a relatively high proportion of these memorials are first provenanced
away from the sites of churches. The anonymous, cross-incised, grave markers of the
seventh and later centuries, on the other hand, are almost invariably found at ecclesiastical
sites.



Glossary of terms

Long cist

Stone slab-lined grave with the slabs set on edge, intended to protect and contain an
extended inhumation. The term is well established in the literature and is useful as a generic
description. Nevertheless, O'Brien, amaong others, has argued for more precision in
differentiating between the various ways in which stone might be used to protect the grave
(O'Brien, 1996, 160-166). Some cists have side and end slabs only, some are only partially
lined in this way; some have cover slabs or lintels, some have basal slabs. A distinctive
variant occurs where slabs protect the head only (head cist). Slab-lined long cists, designed
to hold single, extended inhumations as distinct from the stone-lined massive cists, containing
multiple inhumations, known from north Britain in the early centuries AD/BC, are represented
in the burial repertoire of late Roman Britain. The practice may have begun earlier An
extended inhumation in a slab-lined long cist dating, possibly, to the second or third century
AD on the strength of an association with an iron penannular brooch, is known from Craigie
Angus. The earliest available radiocarbon dates from north and west Britain, excluding the
ambiguous results from a special grave at Capel Eithin, Gaerwen, Anglesey are of the fifth
and sixth centuries AD.

Curvilinear church yards

Early burial grounds do not necessarily need to be enclosed. Nevertheless, there are clearly
Instances where burials are made within a pre-existing enclosure (Caer, Bayvil, for example)
which never develops a church association. The development of burial at church sites, on the
other hand, requires that the grave yard be enclosed or clearly defined for the purposes of
consecration. There would appear to be no a priori significance in the shape of the enclosure.
Nevertheless, it has been argued that curvilinear, round or aval, enclosures are a significant
distinguishing characteristic of early Medieval church sites, Ann Preston Jones has shown
that 37% of Cornish churches with oval enclosures are associated with the demonstrably
early /lann place name (A. Preston-Jones, ‘Decoding Cornish Churchyards' in N. Edwards and
A. Lane (eds.), 1982, 104-124. Not every one of these enclosures was purpose built to define
the grave yard of a church, however, and, as some early burials are known to have occupied
pre-existing enclosures, so some Cornish churches can be shown to have been built, for
example, within the earthworks of Iron Age rounds.

Extended inhumation

The burial of an unburnt body in the ground, laid out full length rather than crouched or flexed.
In the early Medieval period such burials are almost invariably supine (face up) although
occasionally prone (face down) burials occur

Extended inhumation occurs sporadically throughout later prehistory. Iron Age extended
inhumations are only capable of identification as such by association with diagnostic artefacts
ar other characteristic features of a particular burial rite such as is the case with some of the
rmore elaborate burials of the mid-lron Age Arras culture. Extended inhumation increased
during the second century AD within the Roman province, replacing cremation as the
dominant rite during the later Roman period. Extended inhumation is also recorded in lreland
and Britain north of the Antonine wall from the second century AD onwards.

In eastern Britain extended inhumation occurred contemporaneously with cremation from the
period of the first Anglo-Saxon settlements in the fifth sometimes together in the same
cemeteries. By the ‘final’ pagan phase of the early seventh century many Anglo-Saxon
cemeteries with east-west supine extended inhumation and minimal grave goods are barely
distinguishable from the presumably Christian cemeteries of the west

Unprotected dug graves

Graves dug into the ground to contain inhumation burial. The designation is not entirely
satisfactory but is commonly used to differentiate apparently simple graves from those
protected by stone lining. There are, however, other ways in which the body might be
protected which may or may not be detectable on excavation. These include the provision of
timber lining to the hole dug, a wooden coffin ar a shroud. It is unclear whether there is a



chronological distinction between dug and cist graves and both can occur on the same site
(for example, at Capel Eithin, Gaerwen). However, in some areas a succession might be
indicated. For example, in St. Andrew's Fife, the predominantly long cist cemetery at
Hallowhill was abandoned during the eight/ninth century. Two miles away at St. Mary on the
Rock, Kirk Hill, a cemetery was initiated at around this time. Where over, perhaps, as much
as five centuries around 500 burials were made of which only two were cists.

Special grave
A grave distinguished within a cemetery by being marked out in some way. Such
differentiation can take a number of different forms. Examples might include:

a. a marker above the surface of the ground such as an inscribed stone bearing the
name of the individual (as for example, at Arfryn, Bodedern).

b. a barrow or cairn (as, for example, at Tan Dderwen, Clwyd and implied at Rhiw
Bach).

c. a built structure enclosing the grave. In a late Roman context this might take the
form of a masonry mausoleum, often represented by a wall enclosing a rectangular
area around the grave or graves. Such a structure might be roofed. At Capel
Eithin and at Plas Gogerddan timber structures are indicated. These were
rectangular enclosures around the grave with an entrance on the eastern side.

Special graves seem to have acted as local foci within cemeteries, attracting burial to them on
the assumption, it would seem, that certain benefits accrued with propinquity. The alignment
of such special graves and, more particularly, the visible structures associated with them
influenced the alignment of those burials drawn to them.

Memoria, cella memoriae

A place or structure, containing the relics of a dead person of some distinction. In a strict
sense a memoria is not a grave but a reliquary. However, it is likely that, in use, the term
came also to mean the grave of such a person. The Welsh derivation of memoria = myfyr—
could, by the thirteenth century, and possibly as early as the ninth or tenth century, be used
interchangeably, at least poetically, with bedd for grave.

Y dref wen yn ei thymyr,
ei hefras, y glas fyfyr.
y gwoed o dan droed el gwyr

the white town in its bro,
its strength, the green graves,
the blood under men's feel.

In the 17" century and, again, probably earlier, the Eglwys y Bedd at Lianeilian could be
referred to as Myfyr Eilian.

Martyrium

A structure housing or marking the place of burial of martyrs, or those considered to be so
(Dierkens and Périn, 1997, 85). The Welsh and Cornish derivatives of martynum, merthyr
and merther, respectively, could and did take on the meaning of the location, which claimed to
be the burial place of the saint. Nevertheless, a burial, rather than a portable relic is implied.
Such martyria must have acted as a magnet for later burials ad sanctos. In Welsh and
Cornish usage the grave which was venerated could be that of a locally distinguished
individual and not necessarily strictly a martyr.

Square ditch barrows and rectangular platform cairns
Burials defined by rectangular ditched areas that appear to have provided the material for a
low mound covering the grave.

The type derives its generic name from the ditch rather than the mound because these sites
are best known from the cropmark evidence of ploughed-out examples. Occasional instances
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of monuments surviving as upstanding earthworks are know, however, (for example Garbeg,
Inverness, Whitebridge, Inverness),

The majority of these sites are known from southern Pictland, particularly south-east Angus
and Fife with a scattering (J. Close-Brooks, 1984, 106-7; Smith, 1996, 28). Characteristic
features include causeways at the corners of the ditches although at least one example has
small pillar stones in this position. Where earthworks survive, external banks have also been
recognised. Excavated examples have revealed extended inhumations in cists beneath the
barrows (Garbeg). Ring ditch barrows can occur in the same cemetery, contiguous with the
square barrows.

A possibly related class of burial monument, also found in Pictland is the platform cairn,
comprising low square, rectangular or round cairns, sometimes kerbed with corner posts
covering extended inhumations. The square-ditch barrows are thought to be contemporary
with, and a counterpoint to, the long cist cemeteries of the Fife coast and the Lothians further
south. Radiocarbon dates have been obtained from cists sealed by platform cairns at
Dunrobin, Sutherland (seventh to ninth century AD) and Lundin Links, Fife, (sixth to seventh
century AD), Long cists without cairns also occurred in the Lundin Links cemetery providing
radiocarbon determinations between the fifth and ninth centuries AD. A further link between
square ditch barrows and rectangular platform cairns (other than that both can occurin
association with contemporary round barrows or cairns) is that examples of both types occur
in association with Class | Pictish symbol stones, perhaps, set on them.

The significance of square ditch barrows and platform cairns to the present survey is that the
former can now be seen to have had a wider distribution than originally thought. Examples
have recently been recorded in Dumfries and Galloway (RCAMS, 1997 Eastern Dumfries,
106) and a cemetery of square ditch barrows was excavated at Tan Dderwen in the Vale of
Clwyd the 1980's.

Eglwys y Bedd / Capel y Bedd

A mortuary chapel associated with a church and built over the location regarded as the burial
place of the saint venerated at that church. Examples include Clynnog, Llaneilian and
Caergybi.

Developed cemetery
A burial ground which acquired, through time, structural elements such as a church built on
the site of an earlier specially marked and venerated grave (Thomas, 1971, 51)

Undeveloped cemetery

A burial ground which was never embellished by structural elements associated with the
church, although particular features concerned with the commemoration of the dead such as
inscribed stones and/or otherwise distinguished 'special graves' might be present. Such
cemeteries are likely to have been abandoned by the eighth or ninth centuries when, it
seems, the church began to monopolise burial in consecrated precincts adjacent to church
sites (Thomas, 1971, 50).

Orientation
The alignment of an extended inhumation with reference to the points of the compass.

East-west alignment with head to the west is one of the most frequently occurring alignments.
It is usually associated with Christianity but was not obligatory and considerable variation can
occur in what would seem to be Christian cemeteries. On the other hand east-west alignment
was commaonly applied in pagan contexts too. The second century extended inhumations
from Bray, Co. Wicklow, accompanied by payment for the Stygian ferryman are laid out east-
west with head to west. Equally, east-west is one of the more popular alignments in pagan
Anglo-Saxon inhumation cemeteries although burial grounds of entirely north-south, head to
south alignments also occur.
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Alignment could be influenced by a number of factors. No doubt the rising sun was a
conceptual and actual determinant. Beyond this the alignment of other visible graves,
particularly the specially marked graves of distinguished individuals (Capel Eithin), church
buildings (which did require an east-west orientation, for example, Bangor), field boundaries
(Poundbury), roads, significant features in the immediate landscape such as barrows and
standing stones (apparently determining the north-south alignment at Penprys Farm, Llannor,
for example) all exerted their greater or lesser pull

Grave goods

Artefacts, food offerings, even companions and animals, have, in various permutations,
accompanied the dead to the grave since early prehistory. In general the inclusion of
personal items in the grave is considered inappropriate to Christianity and the absence of
grave goods is regarded as a potentially Christian charactenstic. However, much depends on
the intention behind the offering. Accompaniments can pay for or, like hobnailed boots in
Roman graves, otherwise facilitate, a journey to the otherworld or they can make provision for
the requirements of that afterlife, whether it be feasting or fighting. On the other hand, objects
can be an indicator of status or cultural affiliation with no religious connotation. There was no
prohibition on the inclusion of such symbolic objects in the grave in the early Church and,
equally, and more obviously the absence of grave goods does not, in itself, imply Christianity.
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Assessment of the resource

General

On the basis of the criteria discussed above It is passible to identify 47sites where burial is
documented and where there is a reasonable presumption that the burials in guestion were
made within the early Medieval centuries, between AD400 and AD1100, or thereabouts. In
addition there Is the evidence of cross-incised and inscribed stones. The series of cross-
incised stones provide ambiguous evidence. Some may have marked burial, others almost
certainly did not. The inscribed stone series, however, provides another form of
documentation in that, with the exception of a small number of specifically dedicatory
formulae, the inscriptions were clearly intended to identify the grave of the person named on
them. There are 49 examples of inscribed grave markers, only 6 of which duplicate the
location of the possible burial sites identified on other grounds. In a small number of
instances more than one stone is known from the same location, or has been removed to a
new location with other stones, reducing the total number of potential individual sites by a
further 8. Finally, there is the evidence, or lack of evidence, for early church sites.

Churches certainly existed in the Gwynedd landscape during the early middle ages. By the
mid thirteenth century a number of major churches are recorded in the Valuation of Norwich
Architectural features at others can be dated to the twelfth century, such as Romanesque
structural detail, at, for example, Penmon and Aberffraw. However, no masonry church in
Gwynedd can be shown to be earlier than the twelfth century although documentary evidence
suggests that some had earlier medieval precursors. Caergybi, Tywyn, Penmon and Clynnog
Fawr were all hit by Viking raids in the 960's and 970's; the death of Deiniol 'of the Bangors' is
recorded in the Welsh Annals under the year 584. The potential of early church sites as
indicators of early medieval burial and their significance in the context of the developing
relationship between the church and burial will be considered further below. It is relevant to
note, however, that relatively few of the identified early burial sites which form the basis of this
assessment are closely associated with, or are in the immediate vicinity of, known churches
(23%) Some may predate the first churches on the site. At Llechcynfarwy, the focus for the
earliest burials may have been a prominent earlier prehistoric Standing Stone that later came
to be associated with the saint to whom the medieval church is dedicated.

The statistic of this relationship has less force in the case of stone memorials where, being to
some extent portable, there may remain uncertainty over their original provenance. A number
may genuinely have always been associated with the sites of churches. On the other hand
many are known to have been moved, sometimes on more than one occasion, before finding
a resting place at a local, or not so local church. This is true, for example, of the Aliortus,
Senacus, Veracius, Sanctinus, Aeternus, Caelexti, Ercagni, Ferrucus, Cantiorus, Carausius
and Filius Cuuris stones. Nevertheless, a distinction can be drawn between the earliest
recorded provenances of cross-incised slabs of which 72% are the sites of known churches
and stones inscribed with memarial formulae of which 42% are the sites of known churches
Although some inscribed stones in the present catalogue are late — the Wieder stone from
Llanfihangel y Traethau is clearly twelfth century — the majority are of fifth to seventh century
date, whereas the incised cross slabs, although more difficult to date, are generally thought to
be of the seventh to eleventh century.

Some entries in the catalogue of sites rely on the documentary record of antiquarian
observation and cannot now be verified, such as the record of bones found in the late
nineteenth century in Cae Capel, Caer Gai; or of an inscribed stone and possible cists at
Llech y Gwyr, Capel Curig. Others rely on the association of diagnostic place names. The co-
incidence of Capel Netti and Mynwent Mwrog (Mwrog's graveyard), Lianfwrog, Anglesey is
suggestive but has been omitted from the badabase because there is no direct record of
burial. Cae Hen Fynwent, Llanfihnagel Bachellach, on the other hand, has been included
because of the report of burials there. The incidence of a Capel name where no chapel
survives is occasionally (as in the case of Tywyn y Capel), but not necessarily, an indication
of the former presence of a church or chapel On the other hand it can be used as an
antiquarian or perceived explanation for the discovery of burial and coincides 7 times with the
occurrence of bunials and/or inscribed stones where no chapel may ever have existed.
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Direct evidence for, or documentary record of, burial is present in 47 instances. \Where
information is available for the rite, this takes the form of extended inhumation in long cists or
more or less simple dug graves. Cist burials predominate, but not to the extent commonly
supposed. Cists accur at 29 sites and dug graves at 20. Of these, 10 sites have both stone-
lined and unprotected graves. The predominance of cist burial is, perhaps, overstated, even
at this level, on account of the relative ease with which cists might be identified during casual
disturbance — during ploughing, for example.

Simple dug graves, particularly where bone survival is poor are unlikely to be recognised
under any but the most careful conditions of observation. In fact, almost every occasion
where dug burials have been identified has been accompanied by archaeological intervention
of some kind. The exclusively unprotected burials at Berllan Bach, Bangor were almost
impossible to detect after several careful cleanings of the subsoil surface under conditions of
archaeological excavation. Cist burials, on the other hand, have been recognised during, for
example, road widening (Pen y Graig, Llanrhyddlad), ploughing (Capel Eithin), boundary
removal (Penprys Farm, Llannor), quarrying (Ty'n y Felin) and coastal erasion (Tywyn y
Capel). Subsequent excavation and recording at Capel Eithin, Ty'n y Felin and Tywyn y Capel
revealed dug graves in addition to cists. At Arfryn, Bodedern, cists had been recorded as
early as 1732, the subsequent excavations in 1871 and 1982 added dug graves to the total

The recorded cemeteries are relatively small. The largest, Arfryn, comprises 114 graves;
Capel Eithin has 99, Berllan Bach, Bangor, 76, Llandygai, 50 and Ty Mawr, Holyhead, 46.
Only at Ty Mawr, however, can there be reasonable certainty that the limits of the cemetery
have been reached within the excavated area. Even at Ty Mawr some evidence may have
been lost. Later field boundaries truncate the site. The burials cluster within the angle formed
at the junction of two of these boundaries and appear to respect them. Either these later
boundaries represent a remarkable perpetuation of earlier demarcations — lines which
originally delimited the cemetery — or differential survival and disturbance either side of the
boundaries has erased a part of the evidence. One single isolated burial to the east suggests
the latter interpretation may be worthy of consideration.

It may be that individual, or small clusters, of burial associated with specific landscape
features such as the Early Bronze Age burial mounds at Treiorwerth, Porth Dafarch, Merddyn
Gwyn or Ty'n y Pwll, Llanddyfnan constitute complete cemeteries in themselves. On the
other hand, it may be possible that they represent foci for larger groups. The extension of
excavations beyond the limits of these cairns and barrows might reveal, in some instances,
more extensive cemeteries.

Many cemeteries and even small groups of burial had a focus or point of reference. At Capel
Eithin and Llandygai, square-ditched or trenched features, which probably supported timber
superstructures, enclosed 'special’ graves. At Capel Eithin this feature acted as a nucleus for
one group of burials; a rectilinear cairn provided a focus for another cluster. At Bangor a peak
in the orientation of burials corresponds to the alignment of the present cathedral, suggesting
that although the cemetery is considerably earlier than the earliest surviving structural
evidence for a church on that site (twelfth century), there may have been a predecessor
sharing that alignment before the tenth century.

Ceremonial and funerary menuments of earlier prehistory are, however, among the most
commoanly occurring focal points in determining the location of early medieval burial. On 9 or
10 possible ocecasions, cairns and Early Bronze Age burials seem to provide this reference
point; an 6 occasions Early Medieval burial is associated with standing stone, The series of
inscribed stones, on the other hand, displays a complementary range of contexts. Few occur
in direct association with burial and, of those that do, none have yet been found, in Gwynedd,
in circumstances where they would have visibly identified a grave. No less than 10, however,
have been recorded alongside the line of Roman roads or at the site of Roman forts.
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Burials

Forty seven locations are recorded In the catalogue where burials can be shown to be present
or are likely to have been present on the basis of documented observations and where there
is a presumption that these burials were made during the period under review. The additional
and contemporary documentation for burial provided by the series of incised grave markers
and inscribed stones carrying memorial formulae will be treated separately as there are
additional considerations of provenance to be taken into account. Two further instances of
burial were oniginally included in the list but subsequently discounted as probably earlier
prehistoric rather than early Medieval. These two burials were the late eighteenth century
record of a long disappeared cairn containing the bones of a tall man at Bedd Gwrtheyrn,
Nant Gwrtheyrn and a non-specific cist burial at Rhyddgaer, found in 1821 Although this
discovery was made during the removal of part of the Iron Age-Romano British earthwork
bank at Rhyddgaer, Bronze Age artefacts are known from the vicinity.

Long cists are known from 29 locations. Unprotected dug graves are known from 20

locations. There are 10 instances where both long cist and unprotected dug graves occur on
the same site — although not necessarily contemporaneously.
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burials summary

PRN 222 Llandygai
cists: dug graves: 50 total number of graves: 50

Extended inhumations and 'special grave' on site of Late Neolithic ceremonial complex

PRN 382 St Edern's church NE, Nefyn
cists: dug graves: total number of graves: unknown

Burials recorded in digging a mill leat ¢ 1850. Their number and nature were not specified.

PRN 427 Cae Hen Fynwent, Lianfihangel Bachellaeth
cists: dug graves: total number of graves: 0

Cae Hen Fynwent, place name with reported burials

PRN 781 St Mary's abbey, Ynys Enlli

cists: many dug graves: total number of graves:  many
Extended inhumations in long cists with side slabs and linlels, east-west orientation were identified in lowering the

road between the farm buildings and the tower in 1875 and beneath the farm yard and adjoining houses.

PRN 941 Liech y Gwyr, Capel Curig

cists; possible dug graves: total number of graves: unknown

Inscribed stone and possible cists

PRN 1432 Friddoedd, Bangor

cists: dug graves: 1 complete total number of graves: 1

Extended inhumations and decorated 10th /1 1th century stone found in levelling playing fisld of UCNW

PRN 1636 Cae Pen-y-maen, Ty'n-y-cae, Nefyn
cists: dug graves: total number of graves: unknown
Bones found in mound on which stood an upright stone, carrying an incised cross. Bones were also found in the

surrounding field known as Cae Pen y Maen during ploughing

PRN 1776 Porth Dafarch

cists: 2 dug graves: 2 total number of graves: 4

Extended inhumations in Early Bronze Age mounds

PRN 1796 ¥r Hen Fynwent - Mynydd Mynytho, Llanengan

cists: yes dug graves: unknown total number of graves: Many araves, several cists

YrHen Fynwent, place name. Many graves have been found and several cists; possibly prehistoric as funerary urns

have been found within a few metres

PRN 2001 Towyn y Capel - Trearddur Bay

cists: many dug graves: many total number of graves:  many

sequence of cists and dug graves at ste of later chapel



PRN 2028  Carreglwyd
cists: 5 dug graves: total number of graves: 5

Long cist cemetery

PRN 2029 Hen Siop, Lianfaethiu

cists: anumber dug graves: total number of graves:  a number

Cist burials at Hen Siop

PRN 2040 Pen-y-Graig, Llanrhyddiad

cists: 4 dug graves: total number of graves: 4

Lang cists disturbed during road widening.

FPRN 2063 Arfryn, Bodedern

cists: yes dug graves: yes total number of graves: 114
Inhumation cemetery of long cists and dug graves on sile of possible prehistoric activity, same of which may have
provided a focus within the later cemetery.

PRN 2070 Boddeiniol Farm

cists: 4 dug graves: total number of graves: 4

Cist bunals at capel Deiniol

PRN 2080 Llechcynfarwy

cists: yes dug graves: total number of graves:  about 20

stone-lined graves close to prominent ancient standing stone.

PRN 2084 Treiorwerth, Presaddfed Estate

cists: 3 dug graves: total number of graves: 3 or4

Long cist graves inserted into Early bronze age cairn

PRN 2156 Chapel Farm, Llangristiolus

cists: yes dug graves: total number of graves:  a number

A number of cists with stone sides and ends. some covered, were identified c 1769 Exacl location unknown

PRN 23M Bangor, Berllan Bach
cists: dug graves: 76 total number of graves: 76

Extended inhumabions in dug graves on possible sile of early monastery The site is immediately adjacent to the laier
cathedral and on site of a medieval chantry.

PRN 2375 Penprys Farm, Liannor
cists: 1 dug graves: total number of graves: 1

An apparent long cist containing an inhumation ornented north-south The sides of the cist were formed from inscnbed
stones (Vendesetli, lovenalis) The grave lay between two standing stones ¢.150m apart also aligned north-south
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PRN 2557 Penmon

cisis: a number dug graves: total number of graves:  a number
Extendad inhumations in long cists 100m west of Penmon Priary . Discovered during the clearance of ground for a
guarry

PRN 2579 Cladd-dy, Llanfaes
cists: dug graves: total number of graves: unknown

Human bones in the face of an eroding sea cliff

PRN 2680 Liangefni
cists: some dug graves: total number of graves: 30
Graves discovered in 19th century between Glan Hwfa farm and Fron, Llangefnl during demolition of a boundary

hedge

PRN 2730 Capel Eithin, Llanfihange! Ysgeifiog

cists: 40 dug graves: 58 total number of graves: 99
Inhumation cemetery comprising long cist and dug graves on site of earlier prehistoric and Roman ritual and funerary

site. Inscribed memonal stone possibly associated

PRN 2749 Capel Bronwen

cists: possible dug graves: total number of graves: Lnknawn

FPossible cists on site of discovery of inscribed stone

PRN 3074 Rhyddgaer, lead coffin
cisis: dug graves: total number of graves: 1

Late Roman lead coffin with mscnption reading CAMULORIS HOI Camulorus, here lie the bones

PRN 382 Llanfair-Garth-Branan, Bangor

cists: 3 dug graves: 16 total number of graves: 16

Sixteen extended inhumations, including two or three in partial cists on possible chapel site.

PRN 3530 Cefn Du Mawr, Llanrhyddiad

cists: yes dug graves: total number of graves:  unknown
Long cisls

PRN 3545 Peibron Farm, Amlwch

cists: many dug graves: total number of graves: many

Long cist cemetery

PRN 3606 Bay View Estate, Benllech
cists: dug graves: 1 total number of graves: 1

Inhumation bunal, possibly in coffin, thoughi to be Viking

PRN 3608 Ty'n y Felin Quarry

cists: 3 dug graves: 2 total number of graves: 5 possible 13

Extended inhumations in long cists
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PRN 4009 St Tudwal's priory
cists: dug graves: 4 total number of graves: a

Burials predaling St Tudwal's Priory chapel on slightly different alignment to the chapel

PRN 4758 Liwyn dol Ithel, Talyllyn
cists: dug graves: yes tofal number of graves: 5

Inhumations. including at least one coffin burial containing 2 individuals

PRN 4939 Bryn Eglwys Quarry, Lianfihangel y Pennant
cists; dug graves: total number of graves:  unknown

Anecdotal reference lo bunal ground

PRN 5585 Rhos-y-gad Farm, Pentraeth

cists: 4 dug graves: total number of graves: 4

Extended inhumations in long cists.

PRN 6119 Gorphwysfa, Lianberis

cists: yes dug graves: total number of graves: 7

'Long graves' at Gorphwysfa, Lianbens

PRN 7022 Caer Gybi

cists: yes dug graves: total number of graves:

Extended inhumations in long cists with side slabs, lintels and basal slabs. disturbed c.1832 by construction of
houses to the south of the church. Eglwys y Bedd within churchyard, on site of late Roman shore fort.

PRN 7031 St Rhychwyn's church, Llanrhychwyn
cists: dug graves: total number of graves: |

Reburial in wall of Llanrhychwyn church

PRN 7240 St Hywyn's church, Aberdaron

cists: dug graves: yes total number of graves: 0
Burials beyond the limit of present graveyard at Aberdaron, exposed after collapse of sea wall
PRN 7310 Y¥nys Seriol, Penmon

cists: 2 dug graves: 5 total number of graves: 7

Extended Inhumations on Ynys Seiriol

PRN 7313 Ty'ny Pwll, Lianddyfnan
cists: dug graves: 1 total number of graves. 1

Extended inhumation in Bronze Age barrow

PRN 7315 Merddyn Gwyn, Pentraeth
cists: dug graves: 1 total number of graves: 1

Extended inhumation in Branze Age cairn
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PRN 7316 Eglwysl! y Bedd, Clynnog Fawr

cists: 2 dug graves: total number of graves: numerous interments

Extended inhumations and long cists in association with Eglwys v Bedd on early church site

PRN 20001 Glyn Farm, Benllech
cisls: dug graves: 2 total number of graves: 2

Skeletons at Glyn, Benliech

PRN 20002 Cae Capel, Caer Gai, Llanuwchllyn
cists: dug graves: total number of graves:

Bones found in the late 19th century in Cae Capel, Caer Gai

PRN 20002 Ty Mawr, Caer Gybi

cists: 29 dug graves: 14 total number of graves: 43

Long cist cemetery on site of earlier concentnic circular feature

PRN 20004 Dervori cist, Penprys Farm, Liannor
cists: yes dug graves: total number of graves: 1

Cist bunial incorparating inscribed stone (Dervori),

Characteristics of long cists

Construction

The ciassic stone-lined grave has side and end slabs forming a rectangular box or cist, flat
floor slabs and lintel stones as a cover. At Hallow hill, St. Andrews, Fife, Proudfoot has
analysed the construction sequence. At that cemetery, where basal stones were present they
would be laid first — the best to the west. Similarly the west-end slab was the first of the
uprights to be set in place with the north-west and south western side slabs placed next
Where there was differentiation the westernmost slabs at the head end were better quality.
The remaining side slabs were then put in place followed by the easternmost end. Packing
stones were sometimes necessary between the outer sides of the upright slabs and an over-
cut grave, Lintels were necessarily the last element to be put in place, after interment of the
deceased. At Hallow Hill it would seem that the central stone was the first to be laid followed
by an overlapping progression towards each end. A typical adult cist might measure 1.75m
by ¢.0.38m, either rectangular or tapering, coffin-like towards the foot (east) end.

Components

Full cists with basal stones and lintels are known from the study area at Capel Eithin and Ty
Mawr and recorded at Caer Gybi. Ty Mawr is yet to be published but the field record
indicates a high proportion of complete cists with both floor and lintel stones in place and a full
complement of side slabs. At Capel Eithin the majority of stone-lined graves were very partial
cists with no floor or lintel. This is a pattern repeated at the long cist cemeteries of north-west
Wales with most groups of cists exhibiting varying degrees of completeness of construction.

Basal slabs would seem to be rare and, in addition to Ty Mawr and Capel Eithin, have been
recorded only at Rhos y Gad, by early nineteenth century hearsay at Caer Gybi and, possibly,
at Porth Dafarch. Lintels, on the other hand, have been recorded on almost every site that
long cist burials are found, where sufficient information is available to determine the cist farm,
although not all the cists from such sites have surviving lintels. Lintels, often close to the
surface at the time of ariginal burial, are vulnerable to damage, particularly from ploughing,
and many cists may have lost their capping in this way On the other hand, organic lids may
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have been used on some stone coffins. This is documented at Whithorn where it has also
been possible to postulate timber-sided graves, the sides separated and supported by stone
slabs at head and foot (Hill, 1997, Whithorn and St. Ninian, 72-3). These end-stones may
also have supported timber lintels. Head-stones are known from Capel Eithin and Ynys
Seiriol.

Timber components are present at Ty Mawr, Capel Eithin, Porth Dafarch and possibly at Ty'n
y Felin. A timber lining was identified in one of the dug graves at Berllan Bach, Bangor. The
nature of the timbering, represented as charcoal, in one of the rock-cut graves at Ty'n y Felin
is uncertain. At Porth Dafarch all the extended inhumations lay on deposits of charcoal,
perhaps representing the board or bier on which the body may have been transported to the
grave. A similar interpretation is placed on the charcoal from the ‘special’ grave at Capel
Eithin. There it has been suggested that the board may have been re-used as a lintel, the
decomposition of which caused the collapse of its components onto the floor of the grave. At
Ty Mawr, a lining of smallish stones to the sides of dug graves has been shown to be the
support for timber coffins. One grave from Capel Eithin, (Grave 90), might fit this category.
Elsewhere, packing stones can be seen to have been used to support stone cists (at Hallow
Hill, Fife) and timber-walled graves (at Whithorn).

At Llanfair Garth Branan, in a cemetery of predominantly unprotected dug graves, two or
three burials were protected by the formation of a partial stone cist around the head. Thisis a
recognised grave form classified by O'Brien as a head cist (E. O'Brien and C. Roberts,
'Archaeological Study of Church Cemeteries: past, present and future’, in Blair, J. and Pyrah,
C., Church Archaeology, 1996, CBA Res Report 104, 164).

Burial site Number Side slab Lintel Floor Other
Penprys Farm 1 yes yes
Ynys Seiriol 1 yes yes
1 head
Porth Dafarch 1 yes yes
1 yes possible
Clynnog 1 yes yes
Ty Mawr 21 yes yes yes
8 yes
Ty'ny Felin 2 yes
1 yes yes
Treiorwerth 3 yes yes
Llanfair Garth Branan 3 Partial-head
Pen y Graig 4 yes
Bod-ddeiniol 4 yes yes
Rhos y Gad 3 yes yes
1 yes yes
Capel Eithin 2 yes yes yes
6 yes yes
32 yes
1 head
Carreglwyd 5 yes
Hen Siop. Llanfaethlu 5 yes yes
Penmon number yes yes
Piebron 4 yes
Ynys Enlli many yes yes
Llechcynfarwy 9 yes yes
Arfryn unspecified | yes
¥ unspecified | yes
Chapel Farm, unspecified | yes yes
Llangristiolus
unspecified | yes
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Shape and size

Mast cists within the study area are rectangular. If there is any deviation from this norm it is
represented by a tendency towards a narrowing at the eastern, foot, end. This is recorded,
for example at Hen Siop, Llanfaethlu and is particularly pronounced in a number of instances
at Ty Mawr, Holyhead. Side slabs may abut each other or they may overlap slightly. Again
Ty Mawr pravides the best examples. A range of size is represented, with the smaller cists
apparently intended to receive the bodies of juveniles and young children. At Capel Eithin,
50% of the total measured less than 1m in length (Smith 1999, forthcoming). Only 27% were
considered large enough to have accommodated adults. At this site there did seem to be
some differentiation between groups of burials identified on other grounds, in the relative
proportions of adults juveniles and infants. For example, Group 1, clustering around the
‘special’ grave, was compaosed, mainly, of adults (67%). Group 2, on the other hand,
comprised, for the most part, juveniles and infants (82%). An explanation of the
disproportionate number of juvenile and infant graves may be that areas of the cemetery,
outside that excavated, contain adult graves awaiting discovery. For comparison, at the dug
grave cemetery at Berllan Bach, Bangor, 62% of the interments could be considered to be
adult and 38% to be juvenile or infant.

Among those long cists considered to be within the adult range there is a reasonable degree
of consistency from site to site. Dimensions are not available for all sites or all graves but the
following table illustrates the pattern in broad terms.

Site Typical adult grave
Length m. width m.

Capel Eithin 1.80 0.40
Arfryn 1.80 0.48
Ty Mawr 1.80 0.50
Ynys Sieriol 1.60 0.60
Tre lorwerth 1.90 0.40
Pen y Graig 1.80 0.46
Hen Siop 1.80 0.43
Clynnog 1.75 0.57
Average 1.78 0.48

Unprotected dug graves

Sites with insufficient documentation

A number of reports of the discovery of skeletal remains are such that they have the potential
to be the locations of Early Medieval burial but have insufficient documentation to confirm that
this is the case. These instances are worthy of record for the purposes of site management
but are unable, in the present state of knowledge, to advance our understanding of the
processes, development and associations of burial during the Early Medieval centuries.
These sites are retained on record on the regional Sites and Monuments Record.

Three unusual burial contexts

1. Rhyddgaer lead coffin

This item is unique in the catalogue of evidence for Early Medieval burial in the study area.
Three lead plates forming part of a coffin were found in the late nineteenth century, on land
recently brought into cultivation. The find spot was about 550m south-west of Rhyddgaer, a
strong enclosure of about 1 acre of probably Iron Age - Romano-British date, occupying a
locally elevated position.

The three fragments comprise twao sides and one end of a coffin. The two long sides,
truncated, survive to 1.01m long. The short end is 0.72m wide. The sheets are decorated
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and carry inscriptions formed in sand moulds. The lettering appears, as cast, in reverse as a
mirror image. The end panel carries an ornamental A on one side of a boss and, it is
suggested, was once parinered by an omega. The side panels carry the inscription
CAMULORIS H O | (for Hic Ossa lacent) with the meaning 'Here lie the bones of Camuloris’
The coffin is a late Roman form. The formula Hic lacent and the possible Christian
significance of the suggested Alpha — Omega motif argue for an early Christian association,
perhaps of fifth century date. It is arguable, however, whether the coffin is in its original burial
context.

2. The Benllech Burial

An inhumation burial was found, in 1945, in a sand pit near the coastline. The body lay head
to north or north-east and was accompanied by iron nails and a double sided bone comb.

The iron nails are thought to be indicative of a coffin. A Viking context has been suggested
but this i1s not certain as the comb is not typically Viking. The deceased was originally thought
to be a young fermnale although a subsequent analysis has suggested a male aged 60-70
years.

3. The Glyn Farm Burials

Two skeletons were identified during excavation at Glyn Farm, Benllech in 1988. One is an
extended inhumation, the other is a crouched inhumation, almost overlain by the first. The
context, immediately outside the stone enclosure wall of an Early Medieval settlement (sixth -
tenth century AD) and lack of apparent formality in the deposition of the bodies, suggests that
these burials may reflect particular circumstances which fall outside the rites of cemetery
burial

Inhumation cemeteries

Individual extended inhumations occur in unprotected, dug graves, inserted into burial
mounds of the early Branze Age at Merddyn Gwyn, Pentraeth and Ty'n y Pwll, Llanddyfnan
These, except for the absence of cists, are comparable to the burials at Porth Dafarch and
Treiorwerth. Their particular interest lies in the context of their associations with visible
monuments of earlier prehistory and they will be considered further in this respect.

Major inhumation cemeteries of dug graves are known from Berllan Bach, Bangor (76
graves), Capel Eithin (98 graves of which 58 are dug) and Llandygai (50 graves). At Capel
Eithin, the cemetery was discovered through the displacement of lintel stones during
ploughing. Only subsequently were the dug graves identified. At Berllan Bach the almost
imperceptible soil discolouration, which revealed the presence of dug graves, would never
have been recognised under any conditions other than the archaeological assessment that
preceded the total redevelopment of the site. Similarly, on excavation at Capel Eithin, the
complexity of the cemetery was revealed both in terms of the variety of interment practices
and in the organisation of the cemetery around different focal points including a 'special
grave' defined by its enclasing rectangular timber structure. At Capel Eithin the special grave
itself was a standard long cist. At Liandygai all burials were unprotected dug graves. One,
however, lay centrally within the rectangular foundation slot of a timber structure of broadly
comparable dimensiens and form to the Capel Eithin feature

While dug graves might be generally referred to as unprotected to differentiate them from
stone-lined graves, there is, inevitably, an element of complexity in the apparently simple
distinction. Timber lining, for example, has been recognised at Berllan Bach and at Ty Mawr
At Ty Mawr stone packing (rather than slabs) appears to have been employed {o support
such lining, as was the case at Whitharn. Similarly, head stones (in conjunction with
footstones, at Whithorn) might be used in otherwise simple dug graves as internal
strengtheners and support for timber sides and lintels. Such headstones are known at Ynys
Seiriol and at Capel Eithin.

At Ty Mawr, and at Capel Eithin, where dug graves lie alongside cist burials there is no
obviously apparent chronological distinction between the two constructional types. At Tywyn
y Capel, on the other hand, recent excavations have been able to demaonstrate a
chronological progression through the deep stratigraphic sequence of wind blown sand and
stabilisation. Cist burials are present at the base of the sequence in contexts broadly datable
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to the sixth to ninth centuries AD. After a resurgence of sand-blow, unprotected dug-graves
became the norm, still on the same alignment as the cists, until the onset of a secand phase
of stabilisation. It would appear that a change in dug grave alignment at about this time,
between the eleventh and thirteenth centuries, might coincide with the construction of the first
masonry chapel on the site.

Less clear of certain interpretation are the sequences outside the early ‘chancel on Ynys
Seiriol and the ‘oratory’ structure with the Eglwys y Bedd at Clynnog. Both relate to the
relationship between cist burial and unprotected inhumation but more directly concern the role
and status of special graves and will be discussed under that heading.

Special Graves

When a whirlwind hath blown the dust of the Churchyard into the
Church, and the man sweeps out the dust of the Church into the
Churchyard, who will undertake to sift those dusts and to
pronounce, this is the Patrician, this is the noble flour, and this the
yeomanly, this the Plebeian bran?

The concept of a special grave is not unique to early Christianity. Some of the most easily
recognisable graves of this category are solidly within the Roman tradition. At late Roman
cemeteries such as Lankhills and Poundbury (see above) the special, marked, graves or
mausolea of certain individuals, or graves of families, within rectangular masonry or timber
structures, are ideologically neutral. They are inspired more by considerations of wealth,
display and social grouping than by particular veneration for an individual in a religious sense.
Similarly, outside the Roman tradition, men and women sought fitting memarials of their life,
Beowulf, that man most eager for fame, understood this when he commanded Wiglaf to build
his barrow on the headland, 'high, wide and visible from afar to all seafarers ... so that ocean
travellers shall afterwards call it Beowulf's barrow’.

There are, however, degrees of specialness. At the most ostentatious level, Knight reminds
us of the Praetorian Prefect, Syagrius', tomb at Lyon, in a chapel in its own park with an
attendant on-call (J. K. Knight, 1999, The End of Antiguity, 72). At another level there were
simple grave markers. These must certainly have existed, as consistent alignments of graves
in some cemeteries indicate. Upright stones, one of them displaced, associated with rock cut
graves at Ty'n y Felin, were thought to be markers. The form of tongued cross, incised in
outline on stones such as those from Llangaffo are equally reminders that many grave
markers would have been wooden crosses inserted into the ground.

During the fifth, sixth and seventh centuries in particular, and continuing to develop through
later centuries, a series of inscribed stones carrying memorial formulae were employed to
identify the individual in certain graves. If that individual was perceived to be worthy of
particular veneration, then no doubt his gravestone would permit the identification of the focus
of that veneration. Such adulation appears not to have developed spontaneously, however.
As with most things it would seem to require the patronage of a wealthy or influential man. In
Gaul it 1s possible to detect the hand of bishops and the secular authorities at work in
stimulating the veneration of ‘martyrs' and the cult of their relics. On the continent the
process can see the development and enhancement of a relatively simple shrine or
mausoleum, perhaps archaeologically indistinguishable from similar mausolea in a cemetery,
into a progressively grand edifice under episcopal patronage. A stage in the process might
very well involve the translation of relics ta a new church (Knight 1999, 70-1).

In north-west Wales, three principal types of special grave can be recognised with early
Medieval associations.

1. Rectangular ditched features
The principal characteristics of these features are.

a the use of a dug trench to define an area, rectilinear in ground plan around an existing
grave or within which a grave may be set;
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b. the presence of a grave within the enclosed area so defined and on the same alignment as
one of the axes of the rectilinear feature,

c. the presence or absence of an entrance, or break, through one of the sides of the
enclosure; typically the eastern side near the foot of the grave.

There are two sites in the study area at which rectangular ditched features occur; Capel
Eithin, Lianfihangel Ysgeifiog, and Llandygai. These elements are known from other sites in
Wales, each time with a slight variation on the theme. They occur in Dyfed, at Plas
Gogerddan, where three complete or partial examples were recorded and at Tandderwen,
Clwyd where nine examples were recorded. The points of similarity and the principal
differences between these features both at the same site, and in comparison with other sites,
are as follows.

= All are rectilinear, dug features.

= All have at least one, east-west criented, extended inhumation within the enclosed area
Tandderwen has one centrally sited in each of eight features; the ninth has three graves
in a row. Plas Gogerddan would appear to have two-in-a-line in each of the three
features although with an additional grave alongside the central grave, in one instance.
Capel Eithin has one centrally placed, one alongside the central grave and to the south of
it and a third in the entrance gap Llandygai has one central grave.

» All are broadly comparable sizes and shapes The biggest variation is across the range
of all nine features at Tandderwen. Here the largest feature is ¢.7.7m square. Those
occupying the middle of the size range at Tandderwen are ¢.4m square. This compares
with features 5m by 2.8m and 4m by 2.8m at Plas Gogerddan, 4.2m by 3.6m at Llandygai
and 3.25m square at Capel Eithin.

« The Capel Eithin, Plas Gogerddan and two of the Tandderwen enclosures have gaps
across the ditch on the east side. Six of the Tandderwen enclosures do not; neither does
the Liandygai feature.

+« The Capel Eithin, Llandygai and Plas Gogerddan features have all been interpreted as
the foundation trenches for timber structures. This perception is enhanced at Capel Eithin
by the surfacing of the interior of the putative structure with clay (suggesting that it might
also have been roofed) and by the presence of a grave across the ‘entrance causeway’.
At Plas Gogerddan, there is the suggestion of two post-holes flanking the putative
entrance gap on the best-preserved example. At Tandderwen, on the other hand, the
excavator has convincingly argued that the ditches are quarries for internal mounds over
the graves. The cemetery occupies the location of an Early Bronze Age ring ditch
cemetery. One large ring ditch is exactly enclosed by a square ditched feature as though
the later cemetery had appropriated the earlier prehistoric funerary monument. This
implies that a mound still survived as a landscape feature on the site, lending support to
the suggestion that the remaining ditches also enclosed mounds.

« Possibly circumstantially, all four cemeteries are located on the sites of early prehistoric
ritual and/or funerary activity.

On this interpretation it is necessary to accept that, while square ditched barrows and
rectangular timber features both enhance the status of the grave or graves they mark, they,
nevertheless, represent two distinct monument types. Square ditched barrows are known
from Pictland during this period, where some have seen their distribution at the interface with
the increasing prevalence of long cist cemeteries, and their association with early Christianity,
in Fife and the Lothians, as a pagan cultural statement in reaction. This must leave the
interpretation of the Llandygai enclosure, with no clear entrance gap through what is,
admittedly, the foundation level, in an uncertain middle ground between the two monument
types. The publication of the excavation may provide a solution.

25



The Capel Eithin special grave and timber structure, on the other hand, would seem to derive
from a late Roman tradition of cemetery enhancement. It should be said, moreover, that
there is nothing inherently Christian about any of these features and the temptation to
interpret them as shrines, in that sense, rather than the mausolea of prestigious individuals,
while possible, requires corroboration.

2. Eglwys (Eglwysi, pl.) y Bedd
These are churches built over the graves, or supposed graves of the saints commemorated at
those localities.

A specially marked grave, if recognised as that of a saint or martyr, might be enhanced and
embellished. The stimulus and impetus for such a process would come from wealthy patrons
and from the church rather than through popular devotion. There could be significant
advantages to a church In its association with a prestigious saint. Although such
developments were taking place on the continent during the fifth century the popular appeal of
the cult of relics appears not to have taken hold in Britain and Ireland until the seventh
century. It would seem that during the seventh century, and later, the powerful attraction of a
saint's protection encouraged burial ‘ad sanctos’ rather than in the traditional burial grounds
where communities had laid their dead to rest for generations and where previous
generations of pagans might also lie.

It was possible for churches to be built on the site of the grave of a saint if the location of that
grave was known, or believed to be known. In this context * saint' would mean a locally
venerated individual It was equally possible for the relics of a saint to be translated to an
existing church. The patronage of important secular lords might very well provide a context
for the continuing use of traditional burial grounds. In these instances an estate chapel built
over the identified grave of a particularly significant individual could provide a focus within that
burial ground away from the major ecclesiastical centres.

There are egwysi y bedd at three locations within the study area. There are also indications
of martyria and memona at 3 others.

a. Clynnog (Eglwys y Bedd)

Clynnog Fawr was reputedly founded by Beuno in the early seventh century. The monastery
vied with Bangor for importance during the Early Middle Ages. Clynnog was raided by
Vikings in 978. The Eglwys y Bedd (St. Beuno's Chapel) is detached from the main body of
the present fifteenth and sixteenth century church and lies on a different alignment.
Excavations in 1913, within the sixteenth century structure which now constitutes St. Beuno's
Chapel, revealed early features beneath a nineteenth century slate floor. These comprise:
the drystone foundations of a rectangular structure aligned east-west, 5.5m x 3m internally;
paved surfaces including a path leading to the west wall of the rectangular structure,
intermittent stretches of walling defining a possible rectangular area approximately 10.25m
long, west-east, which may have enclosed the first rectangular structure; extended
inhumations, head to west, against the eastern external wall of the rectangular structure; one
partial and one complete long cist, oriented east-west (empty) with side slabs and cover slabs
and one short cist containing charcoal and burnt clay.

The uncisted inhumations appear to be contemporary with the use of the small rectangular
structure representing the earliest surviving "shrine’ on the site. The long cists may be
contemporary with its use or predate it.

b. Llaneilian (Eglwys y Bedd)

The fourteenth century Record of Caernarfon identifies Llaneilian as a clas community, No
burial evidence survives from the Early Medieval period and the present church is largely
fifteenth century. The west tower, however, survives from the twelfth century church. A
detached chapel, called St Eilian's Chapel, stands at the south-eastern corner of the church
on a different alignment to that of the rest of the church in much the same way, although in a
different position, as St. Beuno's chapel does at Clynnog. The association of the chapel with
Eilian’s name, its alignment and its separation from the main church suggest that this is
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another Eglwys y Bedd. The suggestion finds support in the survival of the designation Myfyr
Eilian, applied to the chapel, into the post-Medieval period Myfyris a derivation of Latin
memoria carrying the meaning of a place or structure where the relics of a distinguished
individual are kept. A looser application of the word, in use in the middle ages, carried the
meaning, grave Thus: 'the grave or relics of Eilian'

c. Caer Gybi (Eglwys y Bedd)

Caer Gybi is traditionally associated with St. Cybi who is said to have founded a monastic
community there with land granted by Maelgwn in the sixth century. Caergybi was raided by
Vikings in 961.

The present Late Medieval church sits within the stone walled enclosure of a small late
Roman coastal base. Extended inhumations in long cists were disturbed during building
works to the south of the church in 1832. Also within the churchyard enclosure is a small
detached church, truncated, its chancel demolished, on the south side of the church, close to
the south wall of the Roman fort. The alignment is slightly skewed with that of the main
church. The building 1s traditionally known as Llan y Gwyddel (the Irishman's church) or
Eglwys y Bedd. It was reported by Angharad Liwyd in 1832 that, during the demolition of the
chancel, a stone coffin containing bones was removed, reputed to be a shrine (A. Liwyd, A
History of the Island of Mona, 1832, 205)

d. Ynys Seiriol

The early structures in the sequence of buildings which stood to the east of the surviving
twelfth century tower on Ynys Seiriol cannot be considered to be an Eglwys y Bedd in the
strict sense. Nevertheless, there is an intriguing quality to them. The small square masonry
structure appears to have been built as a chancel to a church pre-dating the Romanesque
tower, although it stood long enough to be incorporated in it. Excavations in 1896 identified a
single burial inserted into a rock-cut depression centrally within this chancel. There was
barely enough room and knees had to be bent to fit.

Six further burials were recorded immediately to the east. Two lay, one on top of the other, in
a stone lined and covered cist. A third lay to the south with a slab at the head but no cist. A
fourth lay to the south of the third and the fifth and sixth burials further east. The alignment of
the grave in the chancel was east-west in line with the structure; those outside it were aligned
west-south-west/east-north-east.

The early chancel is very small indeed and has the look of a shrine. A later, extended
chancel replaced it, while the Romanesque tower remained in use.

Martyria

Two Anglesey place names and one site on the mainiand retain the element merthyr, which is
derived from the Latin martyrium. A martyrium is, strictly speaking, the structure housing, or
marking, the burial place of martyrs (or, more commonly, venerated and locally distinguished
individuals). In other words a merthyr claims to be the location of the grave of a saint in
similar fashion to an Eglwys y Bedd.

At Liangaffo, formerly Merthyr Caffo, there is one of the largest assemblages of cross-incised
burial markers (of seventh to tenth century date) within the study area. There is also a cross-
head from a wheel-head cross and a fragment of a cross-shaft of tenth to eleventh century
date. An incised memorial stone of seventh to eighth century date was recovered nearby at
Fran Deg and is now housed in the present church.

The second site, Llanfeirian, Anglesey, in similar fashion to Llangaffo, was originally known
as Merthyr Meirion

The third site refers to Criccieth where the township in the fourteenth century still bore the
designation ‘Merthyr'.
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another Eglwys y Bedd. The suggestion finds support in the survival of the designation Myfyr
Eilian, applied to the chapel, into the post-Medieval period Myfyr is a derivation of Latin
memaoria carrying the meaning of a place or structure where the relics of a distinguished
individual are kept. A looser application of the word, in use in the middie ages, carried the
meaning, grave Thus' 'the grave or relics of Eilian"

c. Caer Gybi (Egiwys y Bedd)

Caer Gybi is traditionally associated with St. Cybi who is said to have founded a monastic
community there with land granted by Maelgwn in the sixth century. Caergyhi was raided by
Vikings in 961.

The present Late Medieval church sits within the stene walled enclosure of a small late
Roman coastal base. Extended inhumations in long cists were disturbed during building
works to the south of the church in 1832, Also within the churchyard enclosure is a small
detached church, truncated, its chancel demalished, on the south side of the church, close to
the south wall of the Roman fort. The alignment is slightly skewed with that of the main
church. The building is traditionally known as Llan y Gwyddel (the Irishman's church) or
Eglwys y Bedd. It was reported by Angharad Liwyd in 1832 that, during the demolition of the
chancel, a stone coffin containing bones was removed, reputed to be a shrine (A. Liwyd, A
History of the Island of Mona, 1832, 205).

d. Ynys Seiriol

The early structures in the sequence of buildings which stood to the east of the surviving
twelfth century tower on Ynys Seiriol cannot be considered to be an Eglwys y Bedd in the
strict sense. Nevertheless, there is an intriguing quality to them. The small square masonry
structure appears to have been built as a chancel to a church pre-dating the Romanesque
tower, although it stood long enough to be incorporated in it. Excavations in 1896 identified a
single burial inserted into a rock-cut depression centrally within this chancel There was
barely enough room and knees had to be bent to fit.

Six further burials were recorded immediately to the east. Two lay, one on top of the other, in
a stone lined and covered cist. A third lay to the south with a slab at the head but no cist. A
fourth lay to the south of the third and the fifth and sixth burials further east. The alignment of
the grave in the chancel was east-west in line with the structure; those outside it were aligned
west-south-west/east-north-east.

The early chancel is very small indeed and has the look of a shrine. A later, extended
chancel replaced it, while the Romanesque tower remained in use.

Martyria

Two Anglesey place names and one site on the mainland retain the element merthyr, which is
derived from the Latin martyrivm. A martyrium is, strictly speaking, the structure housing, or
marking, the burial place of martyrs (or, more commonly, venerated and locally distinguished
individuals). In other words a merthyr claims to be the location of the grave of a saint in
similar fashion to an Eglwys y Bedd,

At Llangaffo, formerly Merthyr Caffo, there is one of the largest assemblages of cross-incised
burial markers (of seventh to tenth century date) within the study area. There is also a cross-
head from a wheel-head cross and a fragment of a cross-shaft of tenth to eleventh century
date. An incised memorial stone of seventh to eighth century date was recovered nearby at
Fron Deg and 1s now housed in the present church

The second site, Llanfeirian, Anglesey, in similar fashion to Llangaffo, was originally known
as Merthyr Meirion

The third site refers to Criccieth where the township in the fourteenth century still bore the
designation 'Merthyr',
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Stone Memorials

There are, within the study area, c.95 stone monuments dateable to the period ¢, AD 400 to
AD 1100 which may be taken to be indicative of burial or related to the sites of burial. These
include inscribed stone memorials, crosses incised on stone without inscription and free-
standing crosses. These monuments have been the subject of detailed study by 2 number of
scholars. The comprehensive catalogue compiled by Nash-Williams and published in 1950
remains, however, the definitive classification and starting point for their study (V. E. Nash-
Williams, Early Christian Monuments of Wales, 1950). Nash-Williams' classification proposed
three groupings for the corpus of stones with an additional fourth catch-all group to include
transitional Romanesque monuments of the eleventh to thirteenth centuries. It is the
monuments of the first three groups that concern us here.

Group 1 comprises rough pillar stones and slabs in their natural state or only roughly
prepared; carrying inscriptions in Latin or Ogam of bilingually both; and with a meaning that
can generally be understood to be funerary or memorial. Nash-Williams assigned a fifth
century to seventh century date to these stones.

Group 1 similarly comprises unshaped or roughly shaped pillar stones and slabs carrying an
incised or lightly carved cross. In general, these stones do not carry an inscription  Nash-
Williams assigned a seventh to ninth century date bracket to these stones.

Group 2 comprises free-standing sculptured crosses and cross slabs which, by their
decoration and other stylistic associations, might be assigned to the ninth to eleventh
centuries. Some carry inscriptions, which identify the crosses as tombstones or personal
memorials.

The system has great value in its simplicity. Nevertheless, there are some inevitable
inconsistencies. As Nash-Williams himself recognised, the cross-decorated Group 2 includes
both gravestones and memorials and boundary stones and landmarks as well as praying
stations within its compass. Some stones may be dateable with reference to in situ grave-
markers in Meravingian cemeteries of the seventh century (J. Knight, 1999, 17 177-9);
others, by association with accampanying inscriptions, for example. Nevertheless, the
majority, particularly the simpler form of cross, are essentially undateable. The RCAHMW
Glamorgan Inventory has attempted to introduce a degree of differentiation by distinguishing
pillar stones with crosses from cross-inscribed recumbent grave slabs (RCAHMW,
Glamorgan vol 3, The Early Christian Period (1976)). Similarly, some inscribed memorial
stones of Group 1 have crosses and chi-rho monograms, as fifth to seventh century
continental memorials carried a range of crosses and eucharistic symbaols (Knight, 1999, 108).
While it would seem in general, that the commemoration of the individual, by name, familial
association, status and sometimes by trade, was a feature of the early stones, whether
sometimes accompanied by the symbol of the cross or not, by the seventh and eighth
centuries, simple cross-marked stones would seem to represent a sufficient memorial. Even
so, the occasional inscribed tribute continued to be made, fulsome as was Cadfan's at
Liangadwaladr in the seventh century, or poignant, for the family of Ceinrwy at Tywyn in the
eighth century. It is difficult not to see memorials like that ta Wileder, at Lianfihangel y
Traethau in the twelfth century, as a continuation, in essence of the Group 1 series.

For the purposes of the present catalogue, the essential grouping of Nash-Williams has been
retained, with only minor modifications and the addition of more recent discoveries,
Nevertheless, ane is conscious of the complexity of the data and the current fluidity with
regard to dating, particularly at the more recent limits of the conventional schemes (Dark,
1992. 51-61).



Inscribed memorial stones, fifth century to seventh century with

some later additions (Group 1)

There are 48 stones that fall within this category in the study area. All but one are inscribed in
Latin. The exception is the Tywyn stone, which s possibly the earliest documented instance
of written Welsh. One of the Latin stones is bilingual with an ogam (lrish) equivalent on one
edge of the stone. All of the stones would appear to have been intended to stand upright.
The formulae of the inscriptions vary in content and length from one single word, the name of
the deceased, to 32 words, embodying perhaps biblical and literary references.
Nevertheless, they can all be understood as funerary, memorial formulae. In that sense the
stones are indicative of burial. A problem arises, however, in that while some stones may
stand in situ and it may be possible to establish early provenances, for others a number are
known to have been moved. This question will be addressed below

Formulae and characteristics

The characteristic stane 1s an elongated pillar stone or slab, taller than it is broad and
generally, but not invariably, thinner from front to back than it is broad across the face. A very
great range of dimensions are encountered from the diminutive Equestri stone at Llandanwg
(0.41m by 0.13m) to the tallest of the early series, the Cunogusi stone, Llanfaelog, at 2m by

0 84m. If we are to include the later inscribed memorials — Wieder's stone at Lianfihangel Y
Traethau (twelfth century) and Ceinrwy stone from Tywyn (eighth century) — then both these
tall, slender stones match Cunogusus’ monalith, in height if not in bulk. Of the early stones,
however, Cunogusus’ is rare In that it still stands its ground on a low rise outside
Pencarnisiog. Its full extent, partly buried, is greater still

The majerity of the inscriptions have been carved on the stones in a way that requires them to
be read in a vertical direction from top to bottom. Eleven inscriptions (excluding the debatable
D M Barrecti Carantei stone) run horizontally from left to right, accounting for 23% of the total.

Comparisans have been drawn between the horizontally disposed inscriptions and the layout
of classical Roman funerary memorials (Nash-Williams, 1950, 7). A possible derivation from,
or influence by, Roman milestones has also been considered (Knight, 1999, 137). A
horizontal layout has, consequently, been taken to be one possible indicator of an early date
in the series. A preference for a vertical layout, on the other hand, has been seen to be either
a matter of convenience on the long, thin slabs available, or required, as an adequate marker,
or a direct consequence of the use of ogam as an inscriptional medium (Nash-Williams, 1950,
7-8).

Ogam requires a baseline against, or across which, the groups of short-notched strokes that
constitute an alphabet, can be set. The edge of a tall stone provides such a datum. Ogam,
inscribed on stone, conventionally reads up the left-hand edge and, if necessary, continues
down the right hand edge. Theoretically then, on a bilingual memorial, a vertical Latin
inscription running vertically down the face of the stone. could be seen as a continuation and
transiation of an Irish ogam primary text running vertically up the left hand side. Such an
explanation would require that ogam stones be assigned a primary place In the insular
inscriptional series or at least an influential role in the development of that series. In support
of this view it may be observed that ogam does not translate the full range of conventional
Latin formulae but is confined to the identification of an individual by name (in the genitive) or
by name and descent. Certain Latin formulae, on the other hand, appear to reflect this style
with or without the presence of ogam equivalents on the same stone. Examples in north-west
Wales include:

PRN 136, Llystyn Gwyn, Bryncir
ICORIGAS (ogam) ICORI FILIVS POTENTINI (Latin)
(The stone) of Icorix (The stone) of Iconius, son of Potentinus

PRN 6893, Arfryn, Bodedern

ERCAGNI (Latin)
(The stone) of Ercagnos
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PRN 2375, Penprys Farm, Llannor
IOVENALI FILI ETERNI
(The stone) of lovenalis son of Eternus

Knight has proposed the primary existence of a commemorative tradition of Irish derivation,
using egam and concerned with the name and descent of the individual, onto which Christian
Latin formulae were grafted and assimilated (Knight, 1992 45-50).

Only one ogam inscribed stone is known from the study area, PRN 136. Itis potentially iate
in the series, incorporating a half-uncial ‘s’ in the Latin inscription. It is an unusual stone,
carrying a horizontal inscription crammed into one corner, adjacent to the ogam at the top of
the right hand side. It cannot be considered to be typical in its layout, although the formulae
are a standard bilingual type

The remainder of the inscriptions, are. with the exception of the eighth century Tywyn stone,
exclusively Latin. The majority of them, nevertheless, appear to reflect the influence of an
Irish/ogam layout, The horizontal inscriptions have no clear chronological significance but
almaost certainly do reflect the influence of continental Christian memorials, as do the formulae
themselves.

During the early centuries of Christianity in the Western Empire, the memorial formulae of
Christian epitaphs were hardly distinguishable from those of contemporary pagans. This was
equally true of their burials. During the fourth century, with Christianity widespread, certain
recurring components of particular Christian epitaphs may be discerned. These included, in
addition to the traditional name and age of the deceased, verbal phrases indicating that the
individual had died on a certain day or was buried or 'lies here'. Adverbial phrases indicating
that the person was 'al peace' might be added.

By the early fifth century such statements introduce an epitaph. Examples are recorded in
southern and western Gaul, becoming more elaborate during the fifth and sixth centuries.
Knight (1999, 107-8) charts the development which includes, for example:

Hic lacet ..., Hic Requiescit .., In Huc Locu Requievit ... (Lyon early fifth century)
Hic Requiscit In Pace ... (St. Romain d'Albon, Drome, Late fifth century)
In Hunc Tomulo Requiescit In Pace ... (Isere, early seventh century).

Crosses, chi-rho monograms and Eucharistic symbols often accompany the inscriptions
(Knight, 1999, 108).

Two principal forms of Latin inscription are known from north west Wales. The first is
represented by the name of the individual, on its own, or accompanied by filiation and/or
status. The second form is represented by the inclusion of a verbal phrase stating that the
person ‘lies here' (Hic iacet), with varying degrees of elaboration

The simple name type

This type occurs 17 times. Most frequently the name is in the genitive case implying
possession so that 'the stone of should be understood before the individual's name.
QOccasionally, the name occurs in the nominative case, as a label for the grave, or with Hic
lacet (her he lies), understood.

A distinction may be made between those nominative forms, which correspond to Christian
Roman usage and those genitive forms which, Nash-Williams has argued, are a translation of
the ogam formula, particularly when accompanied by filiation (Nash-Williams, 1950, 2-8).
Examples include:

PRN 6893, Arfryn, Bodedern
ERCAGNI ; (The stone) of Ercagnos
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PRN 6895, Ceilwart, Barmouth
CAELEXTI MONEDO RIGI : (The stone) of Caelestos, King of the Mountains

PRN 3103, Llanfaglan
FILI LOVERNII ANATEMORI : (The stane) of Anatemorus, son of Lovernius

PRN 4555, Tyddyn Holland, Bodafon
SANCTINUS SACERDOS IN P[ACE] © Sanctinus the Priest (he lies here) in Peace

PRN 3005, Llangadwaladr
CATAMANUS REX SAPIENTISIMUS OPINATISIMUS OMNIUM REGUM = Cadfan the
King, most wise and illustrious of all kings (lies here)

The Hic lacet (He/she lies here) type

This type occurs 22 times and a further 4 times as lacit The grammatically correct Hic lacet
occurs only three times. In every other instance the vulgar Latin Hic lacit is used. This form
also occurs in Gaul during the fifth century. The formula, and it variations such as hic in
tumulo iacit, is clearly derived from continental Christian usage and most probably from
southern or western Gaul during the fifth century and later. Eight of these inscriptions dispiay
the name in the nominative with no indication of filiation. There are apparently only 2 others
in Wales which do likewise (Nash-Williams, 1950, 8-8) Five of the eight are honzontally
disposed inscriptions. Taking all these features together — Hic iacit. name in the nominative,
absence of filiation and horizontal inscription — these four must be among the closest to the
continental exemplars.

The genitive case of the name occurs in association with Hic lacit/Hic lacet on 12 stones.
Nine stones combine Hic lacit or lacit with filiation. About 17 inscriptions using Hic lacit, do so
with the inscription running horizontally.

The simplest of the inscriptions of this form comprise the deceased's name followed by Hic
lacit. This group also includes the most complex, giving supplementary detail on family, place
or arigin, religious persuasion and status. Examples include:

1. Name in nominative plus Hic lacit
PRN 1202, Capel Anelog, Llyn
VERACIVS PBR HIC IACIT = Veracius the priest. He lies here.

2. Name in genitive plus Hic lacet
PRN 10010, Penprys Farm, Lannor
DERVORI HIC IACET : (The stone) of Dervorus. He lies here.

3. Name in nominative or genitive plus filiation

PRN 1299, Treflys
IACONVS FILI MINI IACIT - laconus, son of Minus. He lies (here)

PRN 12486, Llangian, Llyn
MELI MEDICI FILI MARTINI IACIT @ (The stone) of Melus the doctor, son of
Martinus. He lies (here).

More complex examples include:

PRN 1815, Trawsfynydd
PORIVS HIC IN TVMVLQ IACIT HOMO (X)PIANVS FVIT : Porius lies here in the
tomb. He was a Christian man

PRN 3729, Rhiw Bach, Ffestiniog

CARAVSIVS HIC IACIT IN HOC CONGERIES LAPIDVM : Carausius lies here in
this heap of stones.
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PRN 3731, Beddau Gwyr Ardudwy, Ffestiniog

CANTIORI HIC IACIT VENEDOTIS CIVE FVIT (C)ONSOBRINO MAGLI
MAGISTRATI @ (The stone of) Cantiorus. He lies here. He was a Gwynedd man; a cousin of
Maglus the Magistrate.

PRN 2207, Capel Bronwen, Llanfachraeth

...IVA SANCTISSIMA MVLIER HIC IACIT QVE FVIT AMATISS!| CONIVX BIVATIGI
FAMVLVS DI SACERDOS ET VASSQO PAVLINI ANDOCO GNATIONE ET OMNIUM CIVIUM
ADQUAE PARENTUM EXEMPLA ET MORIBUS DISCIPLINA AC SAPIENTIAE AVRO E
LAPIDIBUS : . .iva, a most holy lady, lies here, who was the very beloved wife of
Bivatigirnus, servant of God, priest and disciple of Paulinus, by race a man of Angers and an
example to all his fellow citizens and relatives both in character, rule of life and wisdom, which
IS better than gold and gems.

Other components of epitaphs represented on the north west Wales series which echo
continental usage include; REQVIESCAT IN PACE (Rest In Peace) on a late stone at
Heneglwys (PRN 2135) and a possible variant at Llansadwrn (PRN 2644) and NOMINE (by
the name of) at Llandanwg (PRN 4077)

Additional iconography

Symbolic decorations are a feature of Italian and Gallic early Christian funerary inscriptions.
These are not confined to the addition of crosses but include chalices, vine scrolls, doves and
representations of the deceased. The present catalogue includes 5 stones bearing crosses.
Two are chi-rho monogrammatic crosses at the heads of inscriptions, from Rhiw Bach
(Carausius stone) and Treflys (laconus stone), of fifth to sixth century and sixth century dates
respectively. The third is a plain cross with slightly expanding arms above an extravagant
testimonial to Cadfan, King of Gwynedd, in the early seventh century. A fourth stone, of
eighth century date, from Tywyn has plain crosses at the heads of two separate but related
inscriptions on each of four sides of the stone. The fifth memorial is the long slender
monument from Llanfihangel Y Traethau Of twelfth century date, this stone lies strictly
outside the limits of the study, but has been included because it might be seen to stand in
direct line of descent from the memorials under consideration. The inscription,
commemorating Wieder, mother of Odeleu who (we are told) first built the church of
Llanfihangel Y Traethau in the time of Owain, the King, is prefaced by a simple cross

It would appear, on the basis of comparable evidence elsewhere in Wales (Nash-Williams,
1950, 15-16), that there i1s a chronological distinction between the use of monogrammatic
crosses in the earlier period and the appearance of true crosses on stones from the seventh
century onwards,

Dating

Dating the inscribed stone series relies on the evidence of epigraphy, style of formulae, site
association and historical association. The ogam inscribed series throughout Wales as a
whole may include examples of the earliest stones associated with vertical inscriptions. The
single ogam from the present study area is, however, likely to be relatively late in the series.

1. Epigraphic considerations

The script of the Latin inscribed stones, for the most part, is derived from provincial
monumental alphabets lacking the rigid uniformity of the classical period, capable of
borrowing from cursive or book hands and of assimilating charactenstics of Graeco-Roman
style as well as those of the provinces (Nash-Williams, 1950, 10-11). Greek letter forms,
already current on some monuments in Italy and Gaul, such as angle-bar A's and forked
serifs are prominent, for example, on the Senacus and Veracius stones from Capel Anelog,
Llyn.

Other classically derived inscriptional characteristics such as contractions, with contraction
marks, ligatures and punctuation between words are also apparent. A fully developed half-
uncial book hand had become established by the sixth century and the inclusion of half-uncial
letter forms, mixed with capitals on inscriptions may be dated to the sixth and early seventh
centuries in the British series.
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2. Formulae

The recurrence of a structured memorial formula using HIC IACET in southern and western
Gaul during the first half of the fifth century, becoming increasingly elaborate during the sixth
century allows the possibility of a fifth century date for the start of the British series with the
more complex epitaphs appearing during the sixth century. The epigraphic, miniscule, book-
hand style of the Heneglwys stone (PRN 2315), coupled with the archaic formula employed,
indicates how lang certain memorial formulae might persist. The Heneglwys stone might
conceivably be as late as the twelfth century.

3. Site association

The association of inscribed stones with archaeologically dated contexts on particular sites is
a potential, rather than actual dating indicator at the present time. Nevertheless, 4 stones in
the series under consideration have been recorded in association with long cists. A fifth stone
is reputed to have come, originally, from the site of another early Medieval burial ground (see
below) A sixth stane, from Doltrebeddau, Pentrefoelas was also recorded in direct
association with long cists. Five out of six of these stones appear to have been re-used, in
secondary positions, in the construction of the cists in question. The implication, therefore, is
that the burials post date the stones. Goad quality dating information from similar contexts
would provide an important benchmark in establishing a chronology for the stones.

4. Historical association

The epitaphs inscribed on the stones, we must presume, commemorate real people. Two
names are reliably documented from other sources. The first is Justinus who s referred to in
the phrase 'In tempore Justini consulis’ added, horizontally, at the base of a vertically cut
memorial to the son of Avitorius (PRN 3732). This i1s an example of the common Roman
dating indicatar, by which holders of the ordinary consulate gave their names to the yearin
which they held it. Flavius Justinus held the office in 540 and was the second to last Imperial
subject to do so. Basilius, the last consul, gave his name to the year 541 (A H.M Jones, The
later Roman Empire 264-602, 1964, 532-3). Some areas, for a number of years, continued ta
date by reference to these benchmarks. Lyon chose Justinus, for example (Knight, 1995,
109). The best we might be able to make of the Avitorius stone is to recognise that the
secondary inscription cannot have been added earlier than 540 but may have been added
some years after that date by someone who was aware of the continuing significance of
Justinus' name as a dating indicator in southern Gaul

The second historical association is the occurrence of Cadfan's name (CATAMANVS) on the
stone from Llangadwaladr. Cadfan, king of Gwynedd was the son of lago ap Beli who died in
613 and the father of Cadwallon who succeeded him and was killed by Oswald of Bernicia in
633. Cadfan's memorial, therefore, might be dated to the 620's. The half-uncial script and
plain, rather than monogrammatic, cross are characteristic features of the monument.

Distribution

There are three main concentrations of Group 1, inscribed stones throughout Wales. The
principal concentration is on the south-west peninsula of Dyfed, between the Teifi and the
Tywi. There is a second concentration on the fringes of the Brecon Beacons between the
head waters of the Usk and Merthyr Tydfil. The third great concentration is in the north, in the
area of the ancient Kingdom of Gwynedd and principally on the island of Anglesey, the Llyn
peninsula and in northern Meirionydd. More particularly, in north-west Wales, there is no
general correlation between the incidence of inscribed stones and the distribution of burial
locations identified against other criteria. There are, however, specific instances of inscribed
stones having been recorded in direct association with long cists.

On Anglesey, the stones occur across the central part of the island, filling out the distribution
represented by early burials. On the mainland the overall impression is of a generally coastal
location or, where inland, an association with established route ways, particularly the lines
taken by Roman roads.
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Cross-incised stones of seventh century and later date (Group 2)
and free-standing crosses of tenth/eleventh century date (Group 3)

The catalogue includes 36 examples of cross-incised stones and 8 examples of free standing
crosses or cross fragments. In addition there is a font in St. Seiriol's church, Penmon, which
re-uses a cross base thought to have come from one of the free standing crosses. There are
also four decorated fragments of stone from Bangor, of similar date to the crosses.

1. Cross incised stones

The cross-incised series incorporates a number of monuments of different function. These
include grave-markers, memorials, boundary stones and territorial markers as well as praying
stations. Some, such as the outline cross grave-markers from Llangaffo and Llangeinwen are
sufficiently distinctive to be identifiable functionally and, broadly chronologically. Others are of
less certain date and of a range of possible functions. Maen Beuno is documented to have
stood at Glan Beuno on the Gwyrfal. A charter of Clynnog Fawr, confirmed by Edward IV
refers to a stone (not necessarily the same one) used to mark land which had been donated
to the monastery. The stone with crosses incised on it at Bwich y Groes (The Pass of the
Cross). a name recorded in the fourteenth century, stoad on the boundary between
Penmachno and Dolwyddelan (PRN 3734). Other references to crosses as ternitorial
markers, as distinct from boundary stones, confirm these as possible functions for the stones
(A.D. Carr, Medieval Anglesey, 1982, 93).

Some of the crosses extending down the north western coast of Llyn may be associated with
pilgrim routes to Ynys Enlli. The ring-cross at Maen Y Bardd, Rowen, stands alongside an old
upland route way, possibly prehistoric, and followed by the line of the Roman road from
Caerhun to Segontium.

Crosses might also be used to Christianise pagan monuments. St Sampson of Dol is
reputed to have cut a cross on a prehistoric standing stone in Cornwall (T. Taylor, The Life of
St. Sampson of Dol, 1925, cited by Knight, 1999, 177). The cross-incised stone from Ty'n y
Cae, Nefyn, I1s reputed to have been a maen hir or standing stone, erect on a mound in which
bones had been found. Intriguingly, this stone also stood on a boundary — between Pistyl|
and Nefyn parishes.

Those cross-incised stones that are identifiable as grave markers have now become
anonymous. They very rarely record the name of an individual, his or her status and
associations, in the way in which the Group 1 stones do. The rare examples of such personal
memorials, prefaced by incised crosses, at Tywyn and Llanfihangel Y Traethau, are best seen
as a continuation or development of the Group 1 tradition. Furthermore, the cross-incised
grave-markers of Group 2 are invariably recorded at the sites of later churches. They are
rarely in situ but do attest the likelihood of an early ecclesiastical presence at that location.
The groups of stone from Llangaffe and Llangeinwen suggest a tradition of stone cutting at
these sites under ecclesiastical patronage.

The significance of the inclusion of this, generally miscellaneous, group of stones in the
catalogue is primarily for the light it casts on the locations of ecclesiastical activity during the
seventh to eleventh century and secondarily for the evidence it presents in respect of a
possible shift in the foci of burial during the period under review

2. Free standing crosses

The relatively small number of free-standing crosses of the tenth and eleventh centuries and
decorated stone fragments of broadly the same period have been included in the catalogue
for the purpose of amplifying the evidence for ecclesiastical activity represented by the cross-
incised series.



Associations

The wider associations of sites where Early Medieval burial might be presumed have been
recorded. These associations provide some degree of context for the burials and some might
be thought to have materially influenced or determined the location of burial The range of
association will be considered under the following categories:

¢« Pre-Christian : ceremonial and funerary

s Pre-Christian : secular

« Enclosures other than later church graveyards

= Christian religious

1. Pre-Christian : Ceremonial and funerary associations

There is one instance where early Medieval burial occurs on the site of a major complex of
later Neolithic and Early Bronze Age ceremonial and funerary monuments. This is Llandygal,
where 50 extended inhumations, including one marked by a square ditched enclosure, overlie
the silted ditches of a late Neolithic cursus. Domestic activity of the later Neolithic and Iron
Age and Romano-British periods is also known from the site. There i1s no evidence that either
of the two large henges or the cursus or ring ditches survived as visible earthworks to provide
a focus for Early Medieval burial and the alignment of these later burials appears to pay ne
regard to the earlier monuments, Nevertheless, itis difficult to completely disregard the
possibility that some tangible reminder of the previous significance of the site remained — a
low mound or standing stone, long since removed, perhaps.

There are three principal categories of monument or activity associated with pre-Christian
ceremonial and burial at which Early Medieval burials have been recorded. These include
ceremonial enclosures and related monuments; post settings and standing stones, and
cairns, barrows, short cists and cremations, predominantly of the earlier Bronze Age.

At 6 possible locations, standing stones may still have stood at the time Early Medieval
burials were interred. At Cae Pen Y Maen, Nefyn (PRN 1536) a cross-incised stone, referred
to above, once stood on a mound, within which bones are said to have been found. The stone
was known as a ‘maen hir' and may have been Christianised by the addition of a cross.
Bones have also been recorded in the field around the mound. At Llechcynfarwy (St.
Cynfarwy's slab) a large standing stone once steod on a prominent local rise (PRN 2080)
This may have provided a focus for the adjacent cemetery of long cists. The stone came to
be associated with the local saint. Lewis Morris, in the early eighteenth century, records a
similarly named 'Llech Edern' near the site of the Arfryn long cist and dug grave cemetery
(PRN 2063). At Arfryn, however, there is, in a grave free area of the cemetery, a complex of
postholes, gullies and pits, radio-carbon dated to the later prehistoric period, which has
suggested, to the excavator, a possible on-site focus. At Capel Eithin, another localiy
elevated location, the excavations identified a number of individual foci across the inhumation
cemetery. One of these has recently been interpreted as a possible earlier prehistoric post-
setting. It has tentatively been suggested that one large pit in this setting may have held a
standing stone.

Standing stones were recognised at Porth Dafarch, Holy Island. It is probable, however, that
Early Bronze Age barrows were the magnet for Early Medieval burial at that location

Perhaps the most intriguing site where Early Medieval burial is associated with standing
stones is Penprys Farm, Llannor, on the Liyn peninsula. The two stones stand 150m apart
on a north-south alignment on land of Tir Gwyn farm. A long cist was discovered during the
removal of a hedge in a field called Cae Maen Hir. The cist was also aligned north-south and
the two long sides were formed from inscribed stones (lovenalis; Vendesetlis PRN 2375).
An earlier record of a similar discovery of a cist on Penprys Farm also involved the use of an
inscribed stone in @ secondary position in the cist (Dervori PRN 20004),
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The most commonly occurring association of Early Medieval burial with monuments of earlier
prehistory Is the co-incidence of extended inhumation and barrows or cairns of the Early
Bronze Age. Instances occur at:

Gorphwysfa, Llanberis (PRN 6119) where seven or eight ‘long graves' are said to have
been destroyed when the road below Gorphwysfa was built. Early Branze Age cairns are
recorded in the immediate vicinity,

Merddyn Gwyn, Pentraeth (PRN 7315) where an extended inhumation was inserted to
some depth through cairn material covering a crouched Beaker grave and secondary
Early Bronze Age burials.

Porth Dafarch, Holy Island (PRN 1776) where four extended inhumations, two in cists
and two in unprotected graves, were inserted into two of three original Early Bronze Age
mounds. The mounds, associated with Beaker and Early Bronze Age pottery must once
have been prominent landmarks at the head of a coastal inlet. One or two, standing
stones stood nearby. They had already been damaged, however, by the establishment of
a stone-walled hut circle settliement on the site in the Romano-British period.
Treiorwerth, Presaddfed Estate, Anglesey (PRN 2084). At least three long cists were
dug into the clay capping of an Early Bronze Age stone cairn. The location is a prominent
one with extensive views, although the cairn itself was never very large. Around 12 urned
and unurned cremations cremations are associated are associated with the Early Bronze
Age phase of the cairn.

Ty Mawr, Caer Gybi (PRN 2003). Again the location is a low and gentle rise but,
nevertheless, locally elevated. A concentrically circled ditched feature of more than one
phase occupied the highest point. It was very probably a barrow of the Early Bronze Age.
Although, in recent times, levelled flat, there are indications that pre-modern field
boundaries kinked around the possible obstruction it presented. An extended inhumation
cemetery of 54 graves, mostly well made long cists, lay adjacent and encroached upon
this feature.

Ty'n y Pwll, Llanddyfnan (PRN 7313) An extended inhumation was inserted, east-
west, among a heap of stones, into the north-eastern edge of a barrow of the Early
Bronze Age. The earlier burials included a cremation in a cist and a number of urned
cremations. This mound was the fourth in a curving line of five extending eastwards over
800m from a standing stone at Ty'n Lian, Llanddyfnan.

Capel Eithin, Llanfihangel Ysgeifiog (PRN 2730). A total of 90 inhumations were
interred here, mostly in dug graves but many in long cists. Excavations in the 1980s
identified a number of burial foci, including a contemporary special grave marked by a
rectangular structure. The excavation report suggests that a putative, and now lost,
standing stone may have provided one such nucleus. Another group of burials clusters
near a compact concentration of Early Bronze Age cremations, mostly in urns. Although
no indication of a mound survives, it is difficult to believe that there never was one,
particularly as two cremations of the Late Bronze Age were added to the group on the
north edge of the cluster, centuries after the first burials. To the south of the inhumation
cemetery, a circular stone bank, 25m in diameter, encloses a small rectangular masonry
structure. These features are associated with Roman period artefacts and small-scale
metalworking. A rural shrine of the Romano-Bntish period would not be inconsistent with
the structural or metal-working evidence. Finally, a rectangular, kerbed cairn, 7.5m by
4m, of uncertain stratigraphical association provides a clear focus for another group of
burials. One wanders whether such a structure, modelled out of the Roman period bank,
and surviving long enough to condition the alignment of later field banks, might not be
post-Roman and comparable to the square, ‘platform’ cairns. of Pictland (J. Close-Brooks,
‘Pictish and other burials’' in J.G.P. Friell and W.G. Watson, (eds), Pictish Studies, BAR
125 (1984),

Additionally, reference has already been made to the mound at Cae Pen y Maen, Ty'n y Cae,
Nefyn and the possibility that the mound and its standing stone are early. A short cist
cantaining charcoal was among the earliest graves in the sequence beneath the later Eglwys
y Bedd at Clynnog (PRN 7316). Finally, several cists have been recorded, but their
character not specified, at Hen Fynwent (the Old Burial Ground), Mynytho. Prehistoric
funerary urns are said to have been found nearby (PRN 1796).
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2. Pre-Christian : Secular associations

Early Medieval bunal has been recorded at locations that had previously seen earlier
domestic, or at least secular, occupation. At Llandygai, a major centre of earlier prehistaric
ritual, domestic occupation was also recorded in the Late Neolithic period and, perhaps of
more relevance to the present discussion, during the Late Iron Age and into the Romano-
British period. A focus of settlement appears to have been the northernmost of the two
henges. It is conceivable then, but cannot be demonstrated, that the ostensibly Early
Medieval cemetery at Llandygai could have some relationship to a continuity of settlement in
the area of the northern henge. At Capel Eithin there would also appear to have been some
domestic activity in the later Neolithic period. One interpretation of the later evidence from
Capel Eithin would see the Roman period masonry structure as a signal station. An
alternative view, raised above, would suggest that it might have been a Romano-British
shrine. The former presence of a signal station on the site is unlikely to have influenced the
development of the post-Roman cemetery, although the existence of a shrine may have done.

At Porth Dafarch a Romano-British hut-circle settlement was established at the head of an
indented bay where Bronze Age barrows had previously made their mark on the landscape

It is perhaps more likely that the inhumation burials represent a phase of activity drawn to the
numerous sites of earlier prehistory than that they have an association with the Romano-
British settlement.

Two Roman forts were later to become the locations of Early Medieval burial, Caer Gai and
Caer Gybi. The evidence at the late first century to second century auxiliary base of Gaer
Gaiis less strong. It rests on a field name, immediately to the south of the fort, known in the
seventeenth century as Cae'r Capelau, 'the field of the chapels' and the nineteenth century
record that bones were dug up in this field. There is also the assaciation of an inscribed
stone of Group 1, commemaorating Salvianus Burgocavi, perhaps to be read 'Salvianus of
Burgo Cavus' (that is, Caer Gai), found at Caer Gal. It is conceivable that the old military
base became a focus for late and post-Raman settlement, accompanied by burial. A
nineteenth century plan of the area shows what would seem to be a no longer visible outer
enclosure beyond the walls of the fort itself

The presumably disposable asset of a disused military base at Caergybi is traditionally said
to have been in the gift of Maelgwn Gwynedd who, in the early sixth century, reputedly
granted the site to Cybi to establish a religious house (PRN 7022). Extended inhumations in
full long cists are recorded from the immediate vicinity of the site in 1832-3 (A, Liwyd, A
History of the Island of Mona, 1833). The fourteenth century Eglwys y Bedd is said to have
developed on the site of the saint's grave. The donation of old military sites to prominent
churchmen for their own use is paralleled elsewhere. King Sigeberht of East Anglia granted
the Late Roman shore fort of Burgh Castle to the lrish cleric Fursa in the 630s (Bede, HE IlI,
19).

There is another category of secular association that concerns, not settiement, but the
recurring incidence of inscribed memorial stones and, occasionally cross-marked stones,
along route ways, particularly those following the lines of the Roman road system. It is of
significance to note, however, that in the uncompromising terrain of upland Snowdonia,
Roman roads may have followed long-established pre-existing routes. The stones in
question, and their locations, include:

Route from Pen Llystyn to Segontium
PRN 136 ICORI FILIVS POTENTINI and ogam ICORIGAS
Llystyn Gwyn Farm, north of Pen Liystyn Fort, Bryncir

Route from Canovium to Segontium
PRN 368 DINOCONSVODICO ON..
Madryn Farm, Aber, 500m east of Aber. Re-used and inverted Roman milestone.

Route from Bryn y Gefeiliau to Tomen y Mur

PRN 3729 +CARAVSIVS HIC IACIT IN HOC CONGERIES LAPIDUM
Rhiw Bach quarry, Penmachno. Originally found in association with burial.
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PRN 10015 FERRVCI HIC IACIT
Beddau Gwyr Ardudwy, Llan Ffestiniog, north of Tomen y Mur

PRN 3731 CANTIORI HIC IACIT VENEDOTIS CIVE FVIT (C)ONSOBRINO MAGLI
MAGISTRATI
Beddau Gwyr Ardudwy, Llan Ffestiniog, north of Tomen y Mur

Tomen y Mur Fort, Trawsfynydd
PRN 5096 D M BARRECTI CARANTEI
From the fort at Tomen y Mur. The inscription runs vertically downwards. The Dis
Manibus invocation is pagan but continued to be used in continental contexts. Naot
certainly early Christian.

Route from Tomen y Mur to Brithdir
PRN 1615 PORIVS HIC IN TVMVLO IACIT HOMO PIANVS FVIT
South of tamen y Mur in a field called Maes y Bedd, close to Llech ldris.

PRN 5095 RIGELLA HI... FILIATVN . CC. .
South of Tomen y Mur, close to the crossing of the Afan Prysor at Bryn Goleu,
Trawsfynydd.

Route from Brithdir to Caer Gai
PRN 4136 MEDI...
East of Brithdir at Pont Helygog.

Caer Gai Fort, Llanuwchliyn
PRN 4253 HEC IACET SALVIANVS BVRGOCAV| FILIVS CVPETIAN
From the fort at Caer Gal, recorded in the seventeenth century.

Additionally a cross-incised stone of Group 2 isknown from the same route system. This is
the Maen y Bardd stone (PRN 1430). The Group 2 stones may perform a function of
Christian protection ar, perhaps, in the case of Maen y Bardd, offer an opportunity for prayer
in gratitude after a steep climb from the Conwy Valley.

The Group 1 stones, on the other hand, though they stand on prominent route ways, have not
been put there to comfort the traveller. After the manner of Beowulf's requirement, they
advertise the status of the man, his lineage and his connexions:; - a man of Gwynedd and a
cousin of Maglos the Magistrate, for example, or Salvianus, from Caer Gai, son of Cupetianus
—'as a reminder of me to my people ... so that travellers shall afterwards name it...' Bedd
Porius ... or whatever it might be.

3. Enclosures other than later church graveyards

Heather James has discussed the relevance of early enclosures, particularly former
fortifications, in determining the location of burial (H. James, Early Medieval cemeteries in
Wales', in N. Edwards and A. Lane (eds.) The Early Church in Wales and the West, Oxbow
Monograph 16, 1992, 94-6). Examples may be cited from outside Wales, at Trohoughton,
Dumfries and Galloway, for example. Preston-Jones has similarly considered the way in
which pre-existing earthworks, 'rounds’, may have been re-occupied as the sites of churches
in Early Medieval Cornwall (A, Preston-Jones, ‘Decoding Cornish Churchyards’, in N.
Edwards and A. Lane, (eds.), 1992, 114-5). In north-west Wales there are 9 instances where
Early Medieval burial has been recorded on the site of, or in the immediate vicinity of,
potentially early enclosures.

At Capel Eithin, the relatively small area enclosed by a stone bank may have defined the
temenos of a Romano-British shrine. The bank itself may have been modified in the
construction of a rectangular cairn, which became the focus of burial These are possibilities
but have not been demonstrated. The recorded Early Medieval cemetery lies almost
exclusively outside the circuit of the enclosure, although the former presence of such a shrine
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may have been a determining influence in the development of the cemetery. Three burials
accur within the ring. Two of these could be interpreted as part of the cluster focussing on the
rectilinear cairn. The third (pit 90), is unusual. It is larger than other burials on the site and of
different construction and has been excluded from the general analysis of the cemetery
evidence in the published report (G.H. Smith, 1999, forthcoming). It may, as the excavation
report implies, best be seen as contemporary with the Roman period enclosure and masonry
structure.

At Llandygai, burials occur in close proximity to two large henge monuments but do not
utilise their circuits as convenient enclesures for burial. Rather, one of the henges appears to
have been appropriated for settlement in the later prehistoric and Romano-British period.
Elucidation of the relationship of the ceremonial enclosures to Early Medieval burial at
Llandygai must await the publication of the excavation report.

At Rhyddgaer (PRN 3074), a rectilinear enclosure of possible late prehistoric - Romano-
British date is known, on a locally elevated position, some 500m from the find spot of an
inscribed lead coffin. There is no evidence, however, of a direct relationship between the two
sites.

At Arfryn, Bodedern (PRN 2063) 2 large inhumation cemetery of both dug and long cist
bunals was excavated between 1971 and 1982. An enclosure ditch was identified,
radiocarbon determinations from which suggested an Early Medieval date for at least one
phase of its use. The precise relationship of this ditch to the cemetery must await final
publication of the excavation report

At Glyn, Benllech (PRN 20001) skeletons have been recovered during excavation from
immediately outside the dry stone enclosure of an Early Medieval settlement. The
circumstances, in which an extended inhumation almost cverlies a crouched inhumation, do
not suggest formal burial. The relationship of this incidence of burial to the settlement
enclosure, therefore, is not entirely clear.

At Capel Bronwen (PRN 2749) an inscribed stone was recovered in the eighteenth century,
in circumstances which suggest the possibility of the disturbance of cist burials. The location
1s @ much-denuded circular earthwork, known locally as Capel Bronwen, close to the southern
bank of the Alaw, near its estuary.

At Berllan Bach, Bangor (PRN 2371) 76 graves were identified during excavations in
advance of town centre redevelopment. This cemetery lies within what would appear to be a
large oval area of land, the demarcation of which i1s perpetuated by post-Medieval boundaries.
It has been suggested that this delineation represents the original precinct of the early
monastery of Bangor. The name ‘Bangor’, in translation, means the strengthening upper
member of a timber fence and, by extension, enclosure. Thirty metres to the west, an arc of a
curvilinear enclosure, represented by the trench for a timber fence was excavated.
Radiocarbon determination suggested a date in the sixth to eighth century AD calibrated
range for this feature

Burial avidence is indicated at the two Roman forts of Caer Gai and Caer Gybi. These have
been considered above in the context of pre-Christian secular associations. At Caer Gai, any
relationship between the possible evidence for burial and the fort enclosure would seem to be
in the potential for continuing associated settlement at the fort. At Caer Gybi, on the other
hand, it 1s inherently likely that the surviving walls of the late-Roman coastal base, which
continue to define the churchyard at Caer Gybi in the present day, would have provided a
convenient definition for the early monastic establishment there

4. Christian religious associations

There are three principal categories of association represented in the catalogue. The firstis
the assaciation of inscribed and cross-incised stones with direct evidence of bunal. The
second is the association of inscribed and cross-incised stones with the sites of later
churches, and the third is the assoclation of Early Medieval burial with the sites of later
churches. These relationships are presented in tabular form below
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stones: church and burial associations

Stone name PRN group 1 group 2 group 3 burial church
lovenalis stone, Penprys Farm, Llannor 2375 group 1 ves
Llantrisant stone, Capel Bronwen 2207 group 1 yes

Dervori stone, Penprys Farm, Liannor 10010 group 1 yes

Ercagni stone, Arfryn, Bodedern 6893 aroup yes

Devorigi stone, Capel Eithin, Llanfihangel 7306 aqroup 1 yes
Ysgeifiog

Vendesetli stone, Penprys Farm, Llannor 2375 group 1 yes
Carausius stone, Rhiwbach Quarry, Penmachno 3729  group ) yes
Salvianus stone, Caer Gai, Llanuwchliyn 4253 group 1 yes

Meli Medici stone, Llangian 1246 group 1 yes
Equestri stone, Llandanwg 4077 group 1 yes
Figulini stone, Holy Cross church, Liannor 438 group yes
Avitorius stone, Penmachno 3732 group 1 yes
Maccudecceti stone, Penrhos Lligwy 2122  group 1 yes
M stone, Llanaelhaearn 1568 group | yes
Aliortus stone, Llanaelhaearn 1564 group 1 yes
Melitus stone, Llanaelhaeam 1563 group 1 yes
Cavo stone, Llanfor 3204 qgroup 1 yes
Filius Ev... stone, Heneglwys 2135 group 1 yes
laconus stone, Treflys 1299 group yes
Wileder stone, Llanfihangel-y-Traethau 2289  Group 1 yes
Lovernii stone, Lianfaglan 3103 group 1 yes
Saturninus stone, Llansadwrn 2644 group 1 yes
Catamanus stone, Llangadwaladr 3005 group ! yes
Culidori stone, Llangefni 2673 group 1 yes
Ingenuus stone, Liandanwg A780 group 1 yes
Oria stone, Penmachno 3730 group ! yes
St Cadfan's church, Tywyn 4798  group 1 ves
Pascentius stone, Tywyn 4799 group 1 yes
Salvian stone, Llanymawddwy 4952 group 1 yes
Filius cuuris stone, Fron Deg, Newborough 2606 group |

Mailis stone, Pen Seri Bach, Lianfaelog 3033 group !

Porius stone, Trawsfynydd 1615  group 1

Ferrucus, Beddau Gwyr Ardudwy, 10015  group 1

Ffestiniog
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fcori stone, Llystyn Gwyn, Bryncir 136 oroup 1

Medi stone, Pont Helygog, Brithdir 4136 group 1

Aeternus stone, Barmouth beach 6897 group 1

Sanctinus stone, Tyddyn Holland, Bodafon 4555 group |

Rigella stone, Bryn Golau, Trawsfynydd 5095 group 1

Barrectus stone, Tomen y Mur, Maentwrog 5096 group 1

Conbarrus stone, Chwaen Wen, Llantrisant 2075 group |

Cunogusi stone, Bodfeddan, Lianfaelog 2749  qgroup |

Soris stone, Capel Heilyn, Trefollwyn 2668 group !

Caelexti stone, Ceilwart Isaf, Barmouth beach 6895 group |

Cantiorus stone, Penmachno 3731 group |

Veracius stone, Capel Anelog, Anelog 1202 group |

Senacus stone, Capel Anelog 1571  group !

Ettorigi stone, Llanbabo, Llanol 2750 group 1

Cunalipus stone, Gesail Gyfarch, Penmorfa 189 group i

Dinocons stone, Madryn Farm, Aber 368 group |

Ynys Enlli stone, 1588 group 2 yes yes
Esillimeriguelio stone, Ynys Enlli 3628 group 2 yes yes
Ty'ny Cae stone, Nefyn 1536 group 2 yes

St Catherine's church stone,, Lianfaes 6982 group 2 yes
Llanegryn stone 4918 group 2 yes
Llanfihangel-Tre'r-Beirdd stone, 2189 group 2 yes
Llangaffo NW18 stone 2611 group 2 yes
Llanaelhaearn NW88, 10016 group 2 yes
St Michael's church stone, Penrhos Lligwy 10001 group 2 yes
Heneglwys stone 10000 group 2 yes
Llangeinwen NW31 stone 2636 group 2 yes
Llangeinwen NW30 stone 2635 group 2 yes
Llangeinwen NW28 stone 2634 group 2 yes
Llangeinwen NW28 stone 2633 group 2 yes
Llangaffo NW24 stone 2617 group 2 yes
Llangaffo NW23 stone 2616 group 2 yes
Liangaffo NW22 stone 2615 group 2 yes
Llangaffo NW19 stane 2612 group 2 yes
Liangaffo NW17 stone 2610 group 2 yes
Bwich y Groes stone, Dolwyddelan 3734 group 2 yes
Penmachno NW104a 3733 group 2 yes
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Liangaffo NW20 stone

Llanbadrig stone

Llanfihangel Ysgeifiog 2 stone

Liandanwg stone,

Llangwnnadl stone, Llangwnnadl

Llangybi stone,

Clynnog Fawr stone, Clynnog Fawr

Bryn y Paderau, Towyn

Maen Beuno, Bontnewydd

Maen y Bardd stone, Rowen

Croes Faen, Tywyn

Cefn Coch stone, Llangybi

Nefyn

Ty Mawr stone, Nefyn

Craig y Pandy stone, Tregarth

Bangor NW80a

Bangor NW81

Bangor NW 79

St Seiriol's church deer park cross, PenmonNW38
St Seiriol's church 2 stone NW37, Penmon
Friddoedd stone, Bangor

Lianfihangel Ysgeifiog stone

St Mary's church stone, Llanfair-Mathafarn-Eithaf
Llangaffo NW 14 stone

Llangaffo NW16 stone

Liangaffo NW15 slone

Llanfachraith stone, Lianfachraith

Liech y Gwyr stone

Bryn Eglwys Quarry stone, Llanfihangel y Pennant

Llechwedd Hafod stone, Penmachno

2613
2059
3700
2911
3641
2773
2762
10011
10019
1430
1738
1307
10009
1276
10018
10006
10017
10005
2543
2552
1432
10003
3618
2607
2609
2608
2050
941
4939

4642

group 2
group 2
group 2
group 2
group 2
group 2
aroup 2
group 2
group 2
group 2
group 2
group 2
group 2
group 2

group 2

group 3
group 3
group 3
group 3
group 3
group 3
group 3
group 3
group 3
group 3
group 3

group 3

yes
yes
yes
yes
yes

yes
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yes

yes

yes
yes
yes
yes
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burials: stones and church associations

burials name PRN cists dug Stones Stones Stones church
graves group 1 group 2 group 3

Capel Eithin, Llanfihangel Ysgeifiog 2730 yes yes yes

Dervori cist 20004 yes yes

Cae Capel, Caer Gai 20002 yes

Capel Bronwen 2749  yes yes

Penprys Farm, Llannor 2375  yes yes

Arfryn, Bodedern 2063 yes yes yes

St Mary's abbey, Ynys Enlli 781 yes yes yes
Cae Pen-y-maen, Ty'n-y-cae, Nefyn 1536 yes

Penmon 2557 yes yes yes
Friddoedd burials 1432 yes yes
Liechcynfarwy 2080 yes yes
Towyn y Capel - Trearddur Bay 2001 yes yes yes
St Tudwal's priory 4009 yes ves
St Hywyn's church, Aberdaron 7240 yes yes
Capel y Bedd, Clynnog Fawr 7316 vyes yes yes
Lianfair-Garth-Branan, burials 3182  yes yes yes
St Rhychwyn's church, Llanrhychwyn 7031 yes
Caer Gybi 7022  yes yes
Bangor, Berllan Bach 231 yes yes
Chapel Farm, Llangristiolus 2156  yes

Treiorwerth, Presaddfed Estate 2084 yes

Pen-y-Graig, Llanrhyddlad 2040 vyes

Hen Siop, Lianfaethlu 2028  yes

Carreglwyd 2028 yes

Porth Dafarch 1776 yes yes

Liech y Gwyr cists 941 yes

Rhyddgaer, lead coffin 3074

St Edern's church NE, Nefyn 382

¥r Hen Fynwent - Mynydd Mynytho, 1796 yes yes

Lianengan

Ynys Seriol, Penmon 7310 yes yes

Glyn Farm, Benllech 20001 yes

Ty Mawr, Caer Gybi 20003  yes yes

Merddyn Gwyn, Pentraeth 7315 yes
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Ty'n y Pwil, Llanddyfnan 7313 yes

Gorphwysfa, Llanberis 6119 yes
Rhos-y-gad Farm, Pentraeth 5585  yes

Cefn Du Mawr 3530 yes

Cae Hen Fynwent, Llanfihangel Bachellaeth 427

Cladd-dy, Lianfaes 2579

Bryn Eglwys Quarry 4929

Liwyn dol Ithel, Talyllyn 4758 yes
Bay View Estate, Benllech 3606 yes
Boddeiniol Farm 2070  vyes

Peibron Farm, Amliwch 3545 yes
Liandygai 222 yes
Llangefni 2680 yes

Ty'n y Felin Quarry 3608 yes yes

a and b. Inscribed and cross-incised stones and their relationship to burial

and to the sites of later churches.

Forty-eight inscribed stones of Group 1 are recorded in the catalogue The twelfth century,
Llanfihangel y Traethau stone, has been excluded from this aspect of the analysis. Of these,
8 stones are directly associated with a record of burial in distinction to the presumption of
burial which we may infer from the inscriptions on the stones. In no instance does the co-
incidence of stone and burial occur at the site of a known church. At Caer Gai and Rhiwbach
we have antiquarian references to bones having been found. At Capel Bronwen there is an
early eighteenth century reference to the disturbance of stones which sound like cists may
have been moved. At Capel Eithin the Devorigi stone is said to have come from the site which
later produced evidence for an extensive dug grave and long cist cemetery.

At Arfryn, Bodedern and Penprys Farm, Llannor, the evidence is more specific. At both sites
inscribed stones have been used as components in the construction of cists. At Arfryn the
ERCAGNI stone was placed, face down as a lintel to a cist; at Penprys farm, two stones,
commemorating separate individuals, were used as the side slabs of a long cist containing
the bones of one person. There can be no question, in this instance that this represents
secondary use. A second burial was found at Penprys Farm some years earlier. Liwyd, in
the late eighteenth century, records a stone, inscribed DERVORI, as ‘one of three or four,
found underground, in the form of the graves at Llechgynfarwy'. That is to say, we appear to
have at Penprys Farm, two instances of long cists formed from re-used Group 1 inscribed
stones.

In one of the few other instances of inscribed stones having been found in association with
burial, at a field called Trebeddau, Pentrefoelas, the stone of BROHOMAGLOS was recorded,
face down, re-used as a lintel on a long cist. By way of comparison, in the north of Scotland,
a small number of Pictish symbol stones of Class 1 have been recorded in association with
round and rectangular stone platform cairns. At Dunrobin, Sutherland, an example of such a
cairn was excavated by Joanna Close-Brooks in 1977. In 1854 a second symbol stone had
been found nearby, re-used as the capstone of a long cist (J. Close-Brooks, 1984, 97-102).

c. The association of Early Medieval burial with the sites of later churches
There are 47 locations where earlier Medieval burial is recorded independently of the
evidence of inscribed stones. In 11 instances (23% of the total) such burials occur at, or very



close to, the sites of later churches. Chronologically the burials predate the earliest surviving
structural evidence for churches on these sites. Nevertheless, it is probable that early
ecclesiastical establishments existed at, for example, Ynys Seiriol, Clynnog, Bangor and Caer
Gybi and possible that they did so elsewhere, at Aberdaron and Penmon, for example.

At some locations the evidence for early burial may predate the establishment of a church by
a significant interval. It has been noted that long cists at Llechcynfarwy occur beyond the
current limits of the church graveyard. It would also seem that the long cists recorded at Caer
Gybi in 1832-3 lay outside the southern limits of the Roman walls, which enclose the church
and graveyard at that site

A distinction can be observed between the proportion of group 1 stones first recorded at the
sites of |ater churches and the numbers of Group 2 and Group 3 stones with ecclesiastical
associations. Twenty Group 1 stones fall within this category (42% of the Group 1 total) while
26 stones of Group 2 (72% of the total) and 11 Group 3 stones (92% of the total) have
associations with church sites. There is obvious imprecision in this statistic in that a number
of Group 1 stones may have been moved to the sites of parish churches from their original
locations at any time after the establishment of @ church. This removal is documented in a
number of examples and has been discussed above. Similarly, there are instances where the
earliest recorded provenance of a stone is close enough to the site of a later church to
suggest a relationship, albeit a sequential one. Nevertheless, questions remain as to why
some burials, such as the long cists at Llecheynfarwy, for example, and some stones, such as
the Aliortus stone, originally from Gardd y Sant, near the church of Llanaelhaearn, occur close
to but not at the sites of those later churches.

Equally, some stones of Group 2 were never intended to decorate churchyards or mark their
graveyards. Some were clearly territorial and boundary markers and stations on well-
travelled routes. Nevertheless, as a matter of degree, it is clear that significantly fewer
inscribed stones of Group 1 are associated with the locations of a developing ecclesiastical
network while those of Group 2, and particularly Group 3, are associated in that way.
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General considerations and recommendations

The first point which requires to be made is that there is very little about the nature of the
burial sites under review which has specifically Christian connotations. Neither extended
inhumation, east-west orientation, stone-lined graves, 'special’ graves or the general absence
of grave goods is a necessarily Christian indicator. There are, of course, overtly Christian
messages transmitted by some of the inscribed stones. The chi-rho manograms on the
Carausius and laconus stones, for example, and the cross at the head of the Cadfan stone at
Llangadwaladr are, at the same time, unmistakably Christian and considered to be original. It
should be remembered, however, that crosses can be shown to have been added,
secondarily, to Group 1 inscribed stones in south Wales. If the reading 'Christianus' is
accepted on the Porius stone then, this too is a Christian epitaph. Similarly, but less
conclusively, the Hic lacet formula and its derivations is borrowed from the Roman Christian
memorial formulae of fifth and sixth century Gaul. Not all the Group 1 stones, however, fall
within these categories and those with vertical name in the genitive, with or without filiation,
are likely to have been influenced by an entirely separate commemorative tradition, of not
specifically Christian character, and perhaps of Irish derivation. The emphasis, on these
stones is on the associations of kindred (cf Knight 1982, 49-50).

The second point concerns the cultural and chronological influences present in these burial
grounds. In this respect, two principal traditions are apparent, and two quite distinct locational
contexts. If there is little specifically Christian in the character of the burials then there is little
diagnostically Medieval about the organisation of the cemeteries. The compositional
background is to be faund in the cemeteries of Late Roman Britain. There are burials in neat
rows (as, for example, at Poundbury, Dorset), there are head to toe burials at Capel Eithin, as
there are, again, at Poundbury, following the line of a physical demarcation or butting up
perpendicular to such a boundary. East-west orientation is common in Late Roman
cemeteries. There are special graves, earth dug, rectangular foundations to support timber
structures or masonry mausolea. At Lankhills, such constructions have an entrance on the
eastern side as at Capel Eithin and Plas Gogerddan. At Poundbury the enclosures appear to
be complete as at Llandygai.

On the other hand, certain locational preferences seem to have been arrived at by virtue of
the existence of a menument of considerable antiquity as a landmark on the site. These
seem not to be indiscriminate choices. There is a strong bias towards ceremonial and
funerary monuments of the Late Neolithic and Early Bronze Ages. Burial mounds of the Early
Bronze Age are particularly well represented but standing stones may also have been seen
as appropriate signifiers. It is difficult to accept these associations as the continuity of
ancestral burial grounds. Admittedly there is Later Bronze Age cremation at Capel Eithin, Iron
Age and Roman secular settlement at Porth Dafarch and Llandygai and a possible Romano-
British shrine at Capel Eithin. Nevertheless, it would require that the evidence for the disposal
of the remains of the dead be virtually undetectable archaeologically during the entire
intervening period to support this argument. Rather, these are new burials drawn to old
monuments of significance. Knight cites the instance of the erection of an inscribed stone
commemorating Similinus Tovisacus adjacent to two mounds on the crest of a ridge at Bryn y
Beddau, Clocaenog. The mounds, probably thought to be ancient burials, are in fact, natural
(Knight, 1999, 140-1).

This is not a new phenomenon, either in seeking the grave of a remate past as an appropriate
place for burial or in mistaking natural features for such a grave. In the 1970's, for example,
an excavation in the Vale of Clwyd confirmed a supposed Early Bronze Age cairn to be a
natural glacial mound. This had not stopped a community in the Early Bronze Age from
inserting ‘secondary’ burials into the mound. At Deal, in Kent, Iron Age inhumations were
made adjacent to an Early Bronze Age barrow. Centuries later the barrow continued to act as
a magnet for Anglo-Saxon burials; so no cultural continuity there.

During the Early Medieval centuries, however, there does seem to be a significant trend
towards an identification with monuments of a more ancient past or towards the re-
establishment of visibly archaic traditions in the burial rite. The re-use or, more correctly, the
appropriation of ancient bunal mounds might be seen as an attempt to consolidate the
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territorial claims of a community whose legitimacy was a little fragile, - incomers, perhaps. In
this respect the suggested links with Pictish square-ditch barrows claimed at Tan Dderwen
might be warth revisiting from the perspective of the assimilation of the large ring-ditch mound
there into the cemetery. Another way of approaching the same evidence for the re-use of
early ceremonial sites might be to see this activity as a cultural and philosophical statement; a
visible association with a traditional past in the face of change. This has been suggested as
an explanation for the large, rich barrow cemeteries of early seventh century Anglo-Saxon
England. Far from representing the logical last gasp of the pagan tradition, they are seen as
a demonstration of the traditional values of aristocratic paganism against the flow tide of
Christianity. A similar explanation has been proposed for the emergence of Pictish square-
ditch barrows, the distribution of which, together with Class 1 symbol stones, neatly defines
the interface with early Christianity in southern Pictland when plotted against the distribution
of long-cist cemeteries (I. Smith, 1996, 27-29, Fig.2 5). For this argument, Smith takes long-
cist cemeteries to represent Christian burial. The distribution of early cemeteries and of
inscribed stones of Group 1 is of considerable interest. It is particularly significant that
proportionally few burials or stones are associated with the sites of later churches. Stones
may have been brought within churches or churchyards at any date later than their erection.
Of those burials which can be associated with churches, the sites are, for the most part, those
major churches of Gwynedd which are documented as being in existence before the twelfth
century. There would seem, then to be at least two distinct contexts within which cemeteries,
in the period under review, developed.

The first is represented by the majority; those burial grounds which, whether they were
Christian, pagan or mixed, were never associated with a church., The second is represented
by burial grounds at or close to the sites of the principal early churches of north west Wales,
some of which claimed to have been early foundations and were certainly in existence before
the end of the eleventh century. It is likely that, during the early period, during the fifth and
sixth centuries, these churches, which include Bangor, Clynnog, Caer Gybi, Penmon and
Ynys Seriol, Aberdaron and Ynys Enlli, and Tywyn, represented the essential nuclei of
ecclesiastical organisation. During the seventh and eighth centuries the differentiation
between churchyard burial and non-churchyard burial was eroded. Those early cemeteries
which continued to attract burial had, almost certainly , been provided with a church. The
recognition of the specially marked grave of a locally important and venerated person on the
site would have facilitated this development. Important landowners may have made provision
for churches on their own land. As the network of ecclesiastical organisation became
stronger so the attractions of churchyard burial, ‘with the graves of the martyrs' ad sanctos,
saw the abandonment of cemeteries of early period type which had not developed an
ecclesiastical association.
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Criteria for inclusion of sites and for assessment.

1. Early Medieval burials (predating the earliest recorded stone churches in
the twelfth century)

Entries may represent the location of potentially early Medieval burial rather than
demonstrable sites. Christianity is a consideration but is not an essential criterion. For
example: the burial from Benllech (PRN 3606) is almost certainly early medieval on the
association of the double-sided comb. It may be Viking and pagan, on the strength of the
narth-south orientation, but need not be as a number of factors can influence orientation (see
the long cist from Cae Maen Hir (PRN 2375) which may derive its north-south orientation from
its setting between two earlier prehisteric standing stones, aligned north-south. Equally, early
burials in the sequence may not be capable of differentiation in respect of their religious
affinities.

a. extended inhumation in dug graves; became a reqular component of cemetery
burial during the second century AD. Earlier examples are known but are rare and
are only identifiable by accompanying grave goods or belong to a specialised group
(e.g. extended inhumations with elaborate accompaniment among the predominantly
crouched inhumations of the Arras, Yorks, group.

b extended inhumation in long cists: long cist burial gained popularity in Roman
Britain during the fourth century. Qutside the Roman province the earliest
radiocarbon dated graves are of the fifth and sixth centuries although some may be
earlier (e.g. Craigie, Angus, accampanied by an iron penannular brooch, possible
second/third century, Camelon, Stirling, late first century, see above). Again,
potentially early examples in the series can only be identified as such by
accompanying grave goods or by unusual characteristics. The Camelon cist held two
extended inhumations and the burial may be influenced by the northern massive cist
tradition.

Factors which enhance the significance of recognised sites include:

= Large sample capable of permitting the determination of trends such as groupings of
orientation, pathology, sex, age, stature, etc,, and statistical information on grave
size

= Environmental conditions conducive to the survival of bone or arganic remains, or
both.

= More than one grave type present, for example, dug graves and cist burials and/or
different types of cist burial

= Presence of a ‘special’ grave. particularly if associated with other burials on the site

o Datable association: These can include radiocarbon associations (as for example,
at Tywyn y Capel where the long cist phase has seventh century association and the
dug grave phase has twelfth century associations),

Enhancement factors include:

Significance is enhanced if there is potential for obtaining radiocarbon determinations.
= Significance is considerably enhanced if there are artefact associations as these are

rare in monuments of this class.

d Circumstantial association: (as , for example, at Ffriddoedd, Bangor, where a
decorated tenth century stone was found in apparent association with the burials, or
at Capel Eithin, where an inscribed stone, now lost, is reputed to have come from the
site).
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e Artefact association: (as, for example, at Benllech, where a double-sided bone
comb occurred in the grave).

f Documentary or inscriptional asseciation: (For example, where a strang
documented tradition attests the burial of a Saint in a particular location, as is the
case with Beuno at Clynnog; or where an early inscription appears to mark a burial as
is the case of Carausius 'in this mound of stones’ at Rhiwbach)

Enhancement factors include:

s« Presence of an inscribed stone of Group 1 at a cemetery site, particularly if the stone
is directly associated with a grave This degree of association should be considered
to be exceptionally significant.

« Further a site assumes additional significance if there is documentary evidence
concerning any discovery associated with the site, particularly with regard to
provenance and associations.

2. Inscribed stones and cross-incised sltones.

It cannot be demonstrated that all the inscribed stones of Nash-Willliams Group | marked
burials but it must be a presumption that many of them did (see Glossary). However, not all
the stones are now In their original location. A distinction must be made between those that
appear to be in situ and those that have certainly been moved, either at an early period to the
vicinity of a church or more recently for conservation purposes. Sometimes the original
location can be established (the Carausius Stone at Rhiwbach, now in Penmachno Church,
for example, or the Senacus and Veracius Stones at Capel Anelog, moved to Cefn Amwich,
now in the church at Aberdaron) and it is clearly the original location that is significant in this
context There may be debate concerning the details of the chronology of these stones but all
fall within the chronological range of this survey.

The cross-incised series of Nash-Williams Group 2 incorporates a number of monuments of
different function including:

= grave-markers,

=  memorials,

= boundary stones

» territorial markers

= praying stations.

Outline cross grave-markers are distinctive. Other stones are of less certain date and of a
range of possible functions. Contexts, such as a location on a recognised or documented
boundary, or alongside important routeways may aid identification of function. Some of the
crosses extending down the north western coast of Llyn may be associated with pilgrim
routes to Ynys Enlli. Some crosses may be incised on pagan monuments to Christianise
them Rarely, monuments of this class may be inscribed. The rare examples of personal
memorials, prefaced by incised crosses, at Tywyn and Llanfihangel Y Traethau, are best seen
as a continuation or development of the Group 1 tradition. The significance of the inclusion of
this, generally miscellaneous, group of stones in the catalegue is primarily for the light it casts
on the locations of ecclesiastical activity during the seventh to eleventh century.

The following factors contribute to the significance of the components identified as

follows:

* Provenance: If a stone is known or presumed to stand in sifu in its original location then
the significance of this association is very greatly enhanced.

¢ If documentary evidence survives detailing the original provenance of a stone then the
significance of this association is enhanced.

s Association: If a stone is associated with a cemetery of the early period then the
significance of this association Is very greatly enhanced.

49



» |f a stone of Group 1 is associated with the site of a church and this is believed to be its
ariginal provenance then the significance of this association is greatly enhanced.

« |f a stone Is directly assaociated with an earlier prehistoric ritual and funerary context then
the significance of this association is greatly enhanced.

3. Locational associations

A site assumes particular significance if it is associated directly with the following
categories of site:

« Earlier prehistaric ritual and funerary manuments. The significance of this association
is greatly enhanced If it can be shown that the location of the cemetery was directly
influenced by the presence of the earlier monument.

« Pre-Chnstian secular or domestic monuments, for example, the presence of lron Age
and Romano-British settlement within the northern henge at Llandygai.

= Enclosures not including later church graveyards. These associations are relatively
rare in north west Wales and confirmed examples have enhanced significance.

« Churches. The significance of this association is greatly enhanced if it can be shown

that the relationship is a direct or sequential one rather than circumstantial and that
there are independent grounds for associating the burial with the earlier period.
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Contextual Data

Certain categories of data were recorded in the desktop stage of this assessment and during
field visits which provide contextual information for the records. The categories of data were
recorded in the following fields :

2 = & ® & & 8 & & ® @ & @

PRN

Site name

NGR

Archaeological status (conservation status, SAM, SS8I, eic.)
Topography

Aspect

Altitude

Present land use

Threat

Pre-Christian ceremonial funerary
Pre-Christian secular

Enclosures

Church association

PRN, Site Name and NGR are indexing fields

Archaeological Status, Present land use and Threat are fields useful for management
purposes.

Pre-Christian, etc., are associative fields, which are relevant to the potential significance
of the monument and its interpretation,

Topography, Aspect and Altitude are fields relevant to the geographical context of the
monument. Of these, the relevance of aspect and altitude is, at the present time,
uncertain. Topography, however, may have been a significant determinant in the location
of early burial sites. The impression was gained, during field visits, that local topography,
particularly the category of locally prominent rise, may be a significant recurring feature of
the siting of early burial grounds. There may be a relationship with the preferred locations
of earlier prehistaric ritual and funerary monuments and the attraction of such landmarks
in respect of Early Medieval burial. This has yet to be demonstrated statistically,
however. Nevertheless, in considering the significance of monuments against their
identifying criteria, a topographic location on a locally prominent rise would, provisionally
enhance that significance.
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Recommendations for conservation and further work

A total of 47 entries have been identified on the catalogue of Early Medieval burial sites. In
addition, 48 inscribed stones, indicative of burial are known from the study area. A further 52
stones of Groups 2 and 3 including a small number of unclassified or miscellaneous stones
have also been recorded of which a proportion are recognised to have been indicative of
burial.

There are considerable difficulties regarding the conservation of this resource

Burial sites

The locations of burial in this period are rarely visible above the surface of the ground as
many other monument classes are. They are unlikely to have been enclosed within defined
graveyard boundaries unless a later church developed on the same site. In these instances
the graveyard will not necessarily be commensurate with the extent of early burial (see, for
example, Llechcynfarwy PRN 2080).

The identification of early burial grounds has almost invariably been at the point of
disturbance or destruction rather than through archaeological fieldwork of antiquarian
observation. In those instances where new sites have been first discovered through
archaeological excavation, this has, in each case been incidental to work on either the visible
structure of an ecclesiastical site (St. Tudwal's Priory, Eglwys y Bedd, Clynnog; Ynys Seiriol);
on settlements (Porth Dafarch; Glyn, Benllech); visible monuments of the Early Bronze Age
(Treiorwerth; Ty'n y Pwll, Llanddyfnan) of through assessment in the advance of development
(Berllan Bach, Bangor; Ty Mawr, Caergybi). The following table identifies the processes
which have led to the identification of sites

Building works or related development 10
Road works and railways 7
Field clearance and boundary removal 7
Archaeological research excavation 7 3 ecclesiastical, 2 settlement; 2 EBA burials
Quarrying 4
Ploughing 4
Coastal erosion 3
Peat digging 1
Reported (unspecified) 4

While the processes of discovery have invariably led to destruction, the removal of the
evidence will not necessarily be complete in each case. A difficulty arises in identifying the
surviving limits of burial grounds where there is no surface indication.

Many inscribed stones of Group 1 have been removed from their original provenance and are
now either within churches or churchyards, in museum collections or have the benefit of
statutory protection. However, while the inscribed monuments are intrinsically significant for
their epigraphic and social detail, that significance 1s greatly enhanced by contextual
information. Many of the original provenances of the stones have now been lost. Any
opportunity for recovering locational and contextual detail in respect of these provenances
would add significantly to the resource.

In view of the almost universal incidence of iInadvertent damage or destruction to the Early
Medieval burial grounds of north west Wales and given the difficulties of identifying such sites
in advance of destruction it may be necessary to develop conservation tools alongside the
provision of statutory protection. The dissemination of information and the raising of public
awareness, on the character of these monuments and their particular significance in informing
our understanding of the social changes taking place during the formative centuries of the
kingdom of Gwynedd, may be one way forward,
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Recommendation 1

Consideration might be given to an attempt to define the limits of burial grounds where
survival beyand the limits of the recorded evidence is likely and where the significance of the
site is high, for the purposes of future management and/or statutory protection. This might be
achieved through one, or a combination of, the following methods

(a) Targeted aerial survey under the right conditions of crop growth
(b) Remote sensing survey
(c) Targeted assessment excavation

The following sites suggest themselves as candidates for this approach.

1 Llechecynfarwy PRN2080
2, Pen y Graig, Llanrhyddlad PRN2040
& Hen Siop, Llanfaethiu PRN2029
4, Carreglwyd PRN2028
5, Rhos y Gad, Pentraeth PRN5585
6. Piebron Farm, Amlwch PRN 3545
Ts Tyny Felin Quarry PRN 3608

Recommendation 2

On the anzlogy of more completely excavated sites, EBA barrows and cairns may have
provided a focus for more extensive burial. The significance of such association would be
high. There is a possibility that further burials survive in the immediate vicinity of those EBA
mounds into which Early Medieval burials have been inserted. Consideration might be given
to an attempt to define the limits of such cemeteries for the purposes of future management
and/or statutary protection as proposed in Recommendation 1.

The following sites suggest themselves for assessment.

1 Ty'ny Pwll, Lianddyfnan PRN 7313
2. Treiorwerth, Presaddfed Estate PRN 2084

Recommendation 3

Consideration might be given to recovering contextual detail for provenances of Group 1
inscribed stones, particularly where the stones are associated with burial or with ceremonial
and/or funerary monuments of earlier prehistory

The following site is recommended for assessment through documentary research, targeted
aerial photography under the right conditions of crop growth and, possible, remote sensing
survey and targeted assessment excavation.

Cae Maen Hir, Penprys Farm Llannor PRN2375: lovenalis and Vendesetli stones at site of
cist burial,

Recommendation 4

Consideration might be given to the dissemination of information as a conservation tool in
order to raise public awareness of the character of these monuments and their significance.
Possible mechanisms might include:

(2) Encouragement of the full publication of the two important Early Medieval cemeteries at
Liandygai (excavated 1967 ) and Arfryn, Bodedern (excavated 1971 and 1982)

(b) The publication of an information and management booklet in Cadw's 'Caring For.. '
series.
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Recommendation 5

The development of early churches before the appearance of the first surviving masonry
churches In the twelfth century, and their role in burial, is clearly of great significance in
respect of our understanding of the pericd in general and Early Medieval burial grounds in
particular. An assessment of potentially early church sites was outside the scope of the
present study. Nevertheless the following criteria might provide a starting point in identifying
such sites. Consideration might be given to encouraging an assessment of this component of
the resource as a logical progression of the present study.

Early Churches pre-1200 (criteria for identification).

The earliest identifiable stone churches in the survey area (indeed throughout Wales) were
built in the twelfth century. An unknown number will have earlier origins, perhaps in stone,
more likely in timber. The purpose of this table is to identify those churches with potentially
early (pre-twelfth century origins) as the possible locations of early Christian burial grounds
Such sites may be particularly significant in that they have the potential to elucidate certain
key guestions cancerning the emergence of churches (perhaps on the sites of early burial
grounds) and the abandonment of undeveloped burial grounds during the early Middle Ages.

a, Documentary evidence
Churches may be mentioned in early sources, for example, Bangor is referred to in
Annales Cambriae sub anno 584. Caer Gybi, Penmon, Bangor, Clynnog an Tywyn
were all raided by Vikings between 961 and 1073. Less directly Penmon, Clynnog
and Ynys Enlli are referred to by the biographer of Gruffydd ap Cynan (d.c.1130) as
having benefited from his will. Church valuations such as the Valuation of Norwich
(1254) and the Taxation of Pope Nicholas (1291) are an indication of the major
churches already in existence by the second half of the thirteenth century.

b. Stone monuments
Inscribed stones (Nash-Williams Group 1), cross-incised stones (Nash-Williams
Group 2) and free-standing crosses of tenth/eleventh century date (Nash-Williams
Group 3) in association with later churches are all indicators of the potential
significance of such sites in the early Middle Ages. As in the case of burial, however,
it is important to differentiate between those monuments that are in situ and those
which have been brought to the church for safekeeping or sorme other reason. For
example, Llangaffo has an early Christian inscribed stone, cross-incised grave
markers and a wheel-headed cross fragment. There is no reason to doubt the
association of the cross-inscised stones and the wheel-headed cross. The Class |
inscribed stone, on the other hand, was brought to the church from the nearby farm of
Fron Deg. Again, the cross-incised boulder within the Eglwys y Bedd at Clynnog is
believed to have originally stood by the Gwyrfai at Glan Beuno

c. Curvilinear enclosures
Arguments have been developed which suggest that curvilinear enclose can be (but
Is not invariably) a feature of the early Christian church. Ann Preston-Jones (Edwards
& Lane, 1992) has shown that a significant proportion of Cornish churchyards with an
oval enclosure are associated with the demonstrably early lann place name (see
Glossary). Curvilinear enclosure should not been taken in isolation but the degree of
curvilinearity should be recorded at those sites where other qualifying criteria apply.

d. Place names
Tomos Roberts has discussed a number of place names which may be significant in
identifying locations associated with the early church. Some of these are particular to
burial (Raberts, in Edwards and Lane, 1992) As Welsh is a living language, certain
Welsh elements were not fossilised in time in the way that, for example, lann was in
Cornwall

1. Merthyr: from Latin martyrnium strictly, the shrine which housed the grave of a
martyr (see Glossary) (Dierkens and Périn, 1997). In Cornwall this meaning could
extend to the shrine of a locally popular Saint (Preston-Jones 1992) and no doubt
this became the Welsh usage too. There is an implication, nevertheless, that a
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burial is commemorated. Examples from north west Wales include Merthyr Caffo
(Llangaffo) and Merthyr Meirion (Llanfeirian) (Roberts 1992)

Myfyr: from Latin memona, a place containing the relics of rather than the grave
of, a distinguished person (Dierkens and Périn 1897). Myfyr could be used in
Welsh to mean grave (glas fyfyr, Canu llywarch Hen, op.cit. ) (Roberts 1992)
Examples include Myfyr Eilian to describe the Eglwys y Bedd attached to the
church of Llaneilian.

Llan: strictly, an enclosure and still used in compound words with this meaning,
for example, corlan (sheepfold), perllan (orchard), etc. More particularly /lan came
to mean an enclosure around a church and, unlike the cagnate fann in Cornish
(and, possibly, fann in Breton) lan continued to be used in place-name formation
for centuries. Some flan names are undoubtedly very early. However, lflan often
carrying the meaning ‘church' came to replace, and thereby obscure, some early
names, or to be used as an alternative, for example, Llangaffo for Merthyr Caffo,
Llanrhos for Eglwys Rhos, etc.

Eglwys: from Latin ecclesia, church. Variants occur in some Anglo Saxon areas
(for example, Eccleston, Cheshire) where the usage is thought to reflect Anglo-
Saxon contact with British Christian communities; in Cornwall as eglos and in
north Britain eccles where the usage may represent the presence of some of the
earliest Christian churches. Eglwys is the common current usage in Wales today
for church but is not common in place names (Roberts, 1992, 42). Roberts has,
therefore, argued that 'some names containing eglwys may relate to very old
Christian centres' (Roberts, 1892, 42)

Potentially important occurrences include Eglwys Rhos, between Deganwy and
Llandudno, where Rhos is the name of the cantref; Eglwys Ail (Llangadwaladr),
first recorded in 1254, Both Eglwys Ail and Eglwys Rhos have been traditionally
and/or circumstantially associated with the respective early Medieval ‘royal’ sites
of Aberffraw and Deganwy. Hen Eglwys, Anglesey, is referred to in ‘'the Stanzas
of the Graves' as the location of Corbre's graveyard. The manuscript is thirteenth
century, the context may be earlier.

Capel (chapel), mynwent (graveyard), bedd (grave) are all in current use, in
Welsh, with these meanings. Unless there is additional corroboration of date (for
example, Mynwent Corbre) they are not, in themselves an indication of antiquity.
Nevertheless, such names can be useful indicators, applied to early and
abandoned, landscape features, of the existence of actual or supposed burial sites
(for example Mynwent y Liwyn, an apparently artificial mound and possible early
church site in Malltraeth marsh; Capel Eithin, site of early medieval long cist and
dug grave cemetery; Trebeddau, Pentrefoelas, cist cemetery.

e. Dedications to ‘Celtic’ saints.

Dedications to Celtic saints are potentially useful indicators of early church sites but
are more likely to reflect the sphere of influence of a major foundation associated with
the cult of a particular saint in the tenth to twelfth centuries rather than earlier
(Edwards 1996). Equally, the presence of a holy well can be an indicator of antiquity,
particularly if the well has magical or prophetic qualities which may suggest an
original Christian appropriation of a pagan cult site. Examples might be found at
Ynys Llanddwyn and Liangelynnin. Dedications and the presence of holy wells
should be recorded on the database but are not, in themselves, a criterion for
inclusion.

f. Multiple churches

The presence of multiple churches on the same site may represent a reflection of an
earlier organisation at an important ecclesiastical site. Each church or chapel would
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originally have performed a separate function (Edwards and Lane, 1992, 7). The
survival of mortuary churches (eqlwysi y bedd) at Clynnog, Caergybi and Llaneilian
and records of a chantry (Capel Gorfyw) at Bangor are examples.
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The original location of the standing stone has long been forgotten and has been mistakenly thought to have
stood near the cross roads on the west side of the road, Cist burials have been recorded in the plot to the west
of the church, marked A and in the adjacent plot to the south. They were disturbed by quarrying in the southern
plot and by road werks in plot A.
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Possible Early Christian activity at two Roman forts. Antiquarian drawings of Caer Gai (top),
showing an outer enclosure around the fort, no longer visible, and Cae Cappele (Capelau)
where bones are reported to have been found during ploughing; and Caergybi (bottom),

in the early 18th century, showing the Eglwys y Bedd before demolition of the chancel.
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Capel Eithin:
large grave
within 'temenos'

Various grave types: Ty Mawr and Capel Eithin

Ty Mawr: Ty Mawr:
full cist with lintel stones and floor coffin burial
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Capel Eithin:
cist with floor
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Capel Eithin:
cist with lintels
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Bangor Ty Mawr, Holy Island

showing Early Christian graves showing graves abutting and overlying
cut by ninth-century boundary and a probable early prehistoric, concentric-circle feature

overlain by Medieval chapel
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Capel Eithin
showing Early Christian

graves (some with cisls,
others without)
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Early Branze Age
cremation burials

A selection of Early Christian cemeteries in Gwynedd, showing the relationship of burials to special
graves and the association of the cemeteries to earlier prehistoric burial and ritual activity
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TanDderwen, Clwyd \a

Bronze Age
ring ditch

(after Brassil)

Early Medieval burials from Dyfed and Clwyd showing earlier Bronze Age, Iron Age and
Romano-British burial associations and a complexity of grave types including ‘special’ graves
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Early Medieval burials catalogue

burial site name: ILlandygai
PRN 222 Eastings: 5950 Northings: 7108
total number of graves: 50 cisls: dug graves: 50

pre-Christian ceremonial, henge monuments, cursus, nng dilches, cremations in pits present
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular Neolithic structures, Beaker poltery, Iron Age roundhouse, Romano-British domestic activity
associations:

enclosures other than Nealithic henges adjacent
later church
graveyards:

Christian church /
burial associations:

Description:

Extended inhumations and 'special grave' on site of Late Nealithic ceremonial complex

A complex of cropmark features was recorded and excavated at Llandygal in advance of the construction of an industrial
estate. The major prehistoric features investigated include 2 henge monumernits of ¢ 80 and 90 m external diameter and
¢.250 m apart and the western end of a cursus ¢, 18 m wide and at least 300 m long Ring ditches, Beaker pottery possible
Neolithic structures, and cremation burials in pits were also recorded In the vicinity of the large ceremonial monuments,
Settlement, focussad on a timber roundhouse within the northernmeost of the 2 henges. is argued to be of Iron Age date and
was succeeded by further activity in the Romano-British penod

A cemetery of at least 50 oriented east-west extended inhumations was established across the ditches and former mound
of the Neolithic cursus. The excavator claims that 'the long forgotten cursus’ was aiready quite levelled' although it is
possible tha t some residual mound provided a focus. The graves however were not aligned on the cursus and are closer
to true east-west than the Neolithic monument. At the edge of the excavated arez and |ust outside the line of the southern
cursus ditch, a square-dilched enclosure marked a special grave

It is not clear how far the cemetery extended beyond the limits of excavation The graves were dug, there were no cists
visible but of the nine graves excavated, one provided evidence of a coffin or timber ining

burial site name: St Edern's church NE, Nefyn
PRN 382 Eastings: 2800 Northings: 3976
total number of graves: unknown cists: dug graves:

pre-Christian ceremonial,
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular
associations:

enclosures other than
later church
graveyards:

Christian church /
burial associations:

Description:

When a mill leat was dug c. 1850 at this location (known as ‘cae newydd' in the Tithe Award) bunals were found. Their
number and nature were not specified,



burial site name:

PRN 427 Eastings: 2280

total number of graves: 0

pre-Christian ceremonial,
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular
associations:

enclosures other than
later church
graveyards:

Christian church /
burial associations:

Description:
Place name with reported burials

Cae Hen Fynwent, Llanfihangel Bachellaeth

Naorthings: 3497

cists: dug graves:

burial site name: St Mary’s abbey, Ynys Enlli

PRN 781 Eastings: 1200

total number of graves: many

pre-Christian ceremonial,
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular
associations:
enclosures other than
later church

graveyards:

Christian church /
burial associations;

Description:

Nolthings: 2217

cists: many dug graves:

Abbey and early monastery on same site, incissd cioss slab

Maany bunais have been found to the south east and west of the abbey ruin Extended inhumations in long cists with side
slabs and lintels, east-west orientation were identified in lowenng the road netween the farm buildings and the tower in
1875. Graves were also identified beneath the farm yard and ad|oiming houses ana when foundations were dug opposite

the west front of the tower



burial site name: Llech y Gwyr, Capel Curig
PRN 941 Eastings: G778 Nerthings: 5660
total number of graves: unknown Lists: possible dug graves:

pre-Christian ceremonial,
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular
associations:

enclosures other than
later church
graveyards:

Christian church / Inscribed stone, possible
burial associations:

Description:

Liech y Gwyr is 3 large stone said to have been standing in the mid 19th century at the head of Nant y Gwryd on the farm
of Dyffryn. Crew associales this stone with one described by Edward Liwyd as. Kzrreg y Dadler yn agos at Gappel Kirig a
Lhythrenneu arni' ‘Carreg y Dadler, close to Capel Curig with |eflers on It

The stone from Dyfiryn was taken to the Inn at Capel Curnig. One account descnibes large slates on their end in the ground
with lettering on one of them. Crew takes these to be a reference to cist bunals

burial site name: Friddoedd, Bangor
PRN 1432 Eastings: BT1S Merhings: 7188
total number of graves: 1 cists: dug graves: 1 complete

pre-Christian ceremonial,
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular
associations:

enclosures other than
later church
graveyards:

Christian church / 10th -11th century decorated stone
burial associations:

Description:

Burials were found In levelling playing field of UCNW. A number of bones were uncaveren including one complete burial.
This was an extended inhumation, head to west, origntation a few degrees north of east  lron fragments including nails and
shells were found with the body

A decorated stone was found at the same time, This is a fragmentary block of lncal sandstone decorated with a plain
'battlement’ pattern with serpent head and tall terminals inside a reclangular panel



burial site name: Cae Pen-y-maen, Ty'n-y-cae, Nefyn
PRN 1536 Eastings: 220 Northings: 4100
total number of graves: unknown Gists: tug graves:

pre-Christian ceremonial, possible prehistoric mound with standing stone o the mound
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular
associations:

enclosures other than
later church
graveyards:

Christian church / cross-incised stone
burial associations:

Description:

Bones found in mound on which stood an upright slone, described as a macn hy <amying an incised cross Bones were
also found in the surrounding field known as Cae Pen y Maen dunng ploughing The sione stood on the boundary between
Pistyll and Nefyn parish.

burial site name: Porth Dafarch
PRN 1776 Eastings: 2339 Morthings: 8005
total number of graves: 4 cists, 2 dug graves: 2

pre-Christian ceremonial, Three Bronze Age barrows with urm burials, sianding stane(s)
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular Romano-British roundhouses
associations:

enclosures other than
later church
graveyards:

Christian church /
burial associations:

Description:

Parth Dafarch s a deeply indented bay on the west side of Holy Island. Excavations in 1848 and 1876 by W O Stanley
revealed a sequence of settiement and funerary use of the site from the enc of e third millennium BC to the early Middie
Ages.

Three burial mounds associated with Beaker and early Bronze Age pottery mus! bave been prominent land marks at the
head of the bay. One, or perhaps, two standing stanes further distinguished these bunals  The mounds were disturbed
during the Romano-British period when stone-walled round houses were huilt over the sile. Roman pottery, a tankard
handle, a fine zoomarphic penannular brooch and fragments of other nings were found in association,

Four extended inhumations were uncovered, apparenlly inserted into the earier Bronze Age mounds. One long-cist with
side slabs and overiapping lintels, aligned west-north-west by easl-south-gasi was dug into the easternmost of the
mounds. A second long cist, with side siabs and perhaps a floor. aligned nonh-norin-west by south-south-east, and two
extended inhumations in dug graves on the same alignment, had been piaced in Ihe central mound, There was evidence
for a considerable amount of charcoal beneath all the badies which, perhaps represents the farmer presence of planks or
timber grave lining. The site has been partially destroyed by road construction



burial site name: Yr Hen Fynwent - Mynydd Mynytho, Llanengan
PRN 1796 Eastings: 3070 Northings. 3120
total number of graves: Many graves, several cisls cists: yas dug graves: unknown

pre-Christian ceremonial,  Funerary urns found within a few matres
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular
associations:

enclosures other than
later church
graveyards:

Christian church /
burial associations:

Description:

¥Yr Hen Fynwent, place name. Many graves have been found and several cisls, possibly prehistoric as funerary urns have
been found within a few metres

burial site name: Towyn y Capel - Trearddur Bay
PRN 2001 Eastings: 2564 artnings 7902
total number of graves: many nElss  many rug graves: many

pre-Christian ceremaonial,
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular
associations:

enclosures other than
later church
graveyards:

Christian church / medieval chapel
burial associations:

Description:

Tywyn y Capel is an eroding sand-hill on the coastline of Haly (slana at Treaiaur Bay. A chapel stood on the mound. The
first reference dates from 1562 and was in ruins by the mid-eighteenth century  Fhe chapel was partly standing in the mid-
nineteenth century but has since completely disappeared. Human bones ale freguently exposed by storms, as are cists.

Excavation in 1997 (Dawvidson, 'Excavations at Towyn y Capel, Trearddur Hay Anglesey in 1997 TAAS) identified two
prominent stratigraphic divisions within the mound represented by dark stabiised turl ines in the layers of accumulated
sand. Cist burials were recorded in the deposits sealed beneath tha cover 1t e =ithougn at ieast one cist had been
inserted through that turf line. At least two phases of unprotected dug graves ware msered into the deposits between the
two turf lines. At least one of the dug graves from the later of these two phases appesiad to have been inserted through
the upper turf line, The dug graves seem to have been identifiea by marker slones an the surface Two principal
alignments were identified across the senes of bunal One. shared by the ot Loals angd the tirst phase of dug burial,
centres on ¢ 66" East of North. The other, shared by the second phase of ug bunals centres on 39° East of North. A
radiocarbon determination from one of the cist bunials provided a calibrated oate of 555-885 at 95% probability. A
determination from the second phase of dug graves provided a calibrated date of 1030-1220 at 95% probability.

It is the excavator's interpretation that the snift in alignment observed during the lalest izcorded phase of dug grave
interment may be a reflection of a new focus for the cemetery, pernaps the conslruction of the first masonry chapel. In the
meantime, between the insertion of the long cists and the postulated canstrirnot ol the masonry chapel, the burial rite had
changed from long cist to dug grave while at the same time retaining the ongoal alignment

An Bth/9th century penannular brooch Is recorded from the heach clase to (- ol



burial site name: Carreg Iwyd
PRN 2028 Eastings: KALeE] Northings 8719
total number of graves: 5 cists: 5 dug graves:

pre-Christian ceremaonial,
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular
associations:

enclosures other than
later church
graveyards:

Christian church /
burial associations:

Description:

Five extended inhumations found during the making of a road al the lodge entiancs fo Canegiwyd Long cists with side
slabs but no lintels. East-west onentation

burial site name: Hen Siop, Llanfaethlu
PRN 2029 Eastings: 3183 Harhings: 86729
total number of graves: a number cists: 3 pllimber dug graves:

pre-Christian ceremonial,
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular
associations:

enclosures other than
later church
graveyards:

Christian church /
burial associations:

Description:

Several cists were found while removing a tence in a field on Ine land of Hen Sicp. Susequent excavation in 1894
uncovered 4 or 5 stone lined graves. The cist had side slabs and lintels bul no floor slabs Lengths varied between 1.5m
and 1.8m by about 0.43m. Some cists narrowed towards the foo! Opentation s #5st-west. A number of other graves had
previously been found nearby, and ploughing in the adjacent fieid had trguantly [Lined up large stones near the surface




burial site name:
PRN

total number of graves:

pre-Christian ceremonial,
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular
associations;
enclosures other than
later church

graveyards:

Christian church /
burial associations:

Description:

Pen-y-Graig, Llanrhyddlad
2040

4 oIsls 1

Eastings: 3050 Morthihgs 8944

dug graves:

Four long cists disturbed during road widening. Stone slabs at ends and siles aon iniels =ngth | 8m, width 0.46m at
head, narrowing to 0.25m at foot; north-eas! to south-west and =asi-wes] onentations Two of the graves totally destroyed;
boundary wall between the road and field built over the other twe

burial site name:

PRN
total number of graves:

pre-Christian ceremonial,
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular
associations:

enclosures other than
later church
graveyards:

Christian church /
burial associations:

Description:

Arfryn, Bodedern

2063 Eastings: 3415 Morthings: 8000

114 CiSIS:  YES dug graves: yes

A complex of postholes, gullies ano pits of possible arelisione date Liech Edern, possible

standing stone

enclosure dilch

inscribed stone: Eglwys Edern place name

Cemetery of 114 extended inhumations compnsing both long cists and unprotected dug graves revealed following reporis
of structures destroyed during levelling on the site There is an enclosure diten (014 for Bl CAR-1556 1340+-60),

elucidation of the precise relationship of which to the grave sequence awanis the pubiication of the excavation report. A
central, grave free, 'focal' area of post settings was identified and may be o1 prenistonc origin (C14 CAR-1557 3000+-70). A
1.5m wide walled cist was capped by an inscnbed stone (Ercaani) lying face downwaris Cisls were reported by Lewis
Morris £.1732 about half a mile from the church, as was a stone called Liech Eder The site is reputed to be the traditional
site of Eglwys Edern.




burial site name: Boddeiniol Farm
PRN 2070 Eastings: 3730 Narthings 8570
total number of graves: B cists: 4 dug graves:

pre-Christian ceremonial,
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular
associations:

enclosures other than
later church
graveyards:

Christian church / Capel deiniol place name
burial associations:

Description:

According to Skinner (1908) four cist burials were found at Boddemial Farm, all wil| stone sides and lids. This is also the
location of Capel Deinial

burial site name: Llechcynfarwy
PRN 2080 Eastings: 3810 Northings: 8108
total number of graves: about 20 Asls s 1lug graves:

pre-Christian ceremonial,  Standing sione
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular
associations:

enclosures other than
later church
graveyards:

Christian church / St Cynfarwy's church
burial associations:

Description:

In 1695, 8 or 9 cist graves were recorded during digging for stone at Lechicyntarwy . In 1976 several stone-lined graves
were found In clearing the bank between a paddock and the Trefor road  The paddack 1ay between the churchyard and the
road and had been given with the intention that it should be used as an extansicn (0 the chirchyard. Graves could also be

seen in the line of the road before it was resurfaced and tarred  The sites of the 'wo distoveélies can be seen to be
contiguous, occupying the small plot flanked by the churchyard on the ast, Ihe 1oad nn the wes! and the property known
as The Mount on the north, on the one hand, and the small disused quarry adjacen! to Fron, immeadiately to the south on
the other hand. The majority of cists shared the same alignment nw-se Tihase aves appear tao have had side slabs and
lintels One grave was aligned wsw-ene and while defined by sige siabs was not “isary providea with lintels. The location is

a prominent local nse once occupied by a stone standing 2.75m figh, popularly koown as Maen Liechcynfarwy - the stone
of Llechcynfarwy- although Liechcynfarwy itself, translates as the stone or slab o Cyntanvy



burial site name: Treiorwerth, Presaddfed Estate
PRN 2084 Eastings: 1841 Noithings BOBO
total number of graves: Jord cists: 3 dug graves:

pre-Christian ceremonial,  Early Bronze Age cairn with cremalions
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular
associations:

enclosures other than
later church
graveyards:

Christian church /
burial associations:

Description:

Three long cist burials, and one possible fourth, inserted into clay capping of stone caim The onginal cairm was the
repository of c.12 urned and unurned cremation burials of which at least 2 were seconcary The carn was relatively small,
13.5m diameter and ¢ 1m high but occupied a prominent position on @ rocky ridge comanding extensive views, particularly
west towards Holy Island. The three recognisable cists were of similar construction bun oitfered in size, degree of survival
and orientation, although all fell within the e-w to nw-se arc of (he compass Al ware providad wilh side slabs and lintel

stone but no floor slabs. Two were of similar dimensions: 1 9m by 0 4m ihe (hrd measured o 0 6m by 0.25m.
burial site name: Chapel Farm, Llangristiolus

PRN 2156 Eastings: 4750 Northirgs: 250

total number of graves: a number mists  yas fug graves:

pre-Christian ceremonial,
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular
associations:

enclosures other than
later church
graveyards:

Christian church /
burial associations:

Description:

An entry in The Gentlemans Magazine 1829 described a number of graves conlamming human bune having been
discovered ¢,1769. The cists had stone sides and ends and some were coveren, Exact lacation unknown The name of the
farm, Chapel Farm, on which the discovery was made may be sianificant 11 jnay. howevar refer o the proximity of the local
non-conformist chapel, Capel Horeb. Chapel Farm is at the edas of a locally prominenl low rize



burial site name: Bangor, Berllan Bach
PRN 2371 Eastings: 5814 Motings: 7210
total number of graves: 76 CISts dug graves: 76

pre-Christian ceremanial,
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular

associations:

enclosures other than 7th century curvilinear enclosure anjacenl

later church

graveyards:

Christian church / Immediately adjacent to later cathedral and on site of medieval chantry

burial associations:

Description:

Excavations in the centre of Bangor between 1981 and 1983 identified 76 araves  All were extended inhumations in dug
graves, oriented within the spectrum north-gast — south-west {o east-west, with heads o the wesl Very little bone
survived; soil stains of bodies were recognised in a few instances  Several of 1he graves cul other graves. In one instance
the presence of charcoal suggests a possible timber lining to the grave  The cametery was overlain and disturbed by
boundary ditches or fences of the 10th century (C14) and 13th century (poitery) 4 chaniry of the cathedral, Capel Gorfyw
(15th century or earlier) which later became a tithe barn; early 19th century housing, a gardan for the vicars of Bangor; a
car park and, most recently an undergraund car park for a shopping centre which has completely destroyed the site

The burials lie 80m eas! of the present chathedral in an area noundad by =0 oval posinte of some antiguity and thought to
define the original monastic enclosure of Bangor

burial site name: Penprys Farm, Llannor
PRN 2375 Eastings: 3438 Mortmngs: 3920
total number of graves: 1 cists. 1 flug graves:

pre-Christian ceremonial,  Standing stones (two)
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular
associations:

enclosures other than
later church
graveyards:

Christian church / Inscribed stonas
burial associations:

Description:

An inhumation burial contained within a long cist was discovered in pulling down = nedue. under which the grave lay. The
cist was oriented north-south, accounts differ as to whether the feet were al north o1 south - The two side slabs of the cist
carried inscriptions. The cist was completed with a head stone ana fool stone and coverad by two flat stones.

The grave lay between two standing stones ¢ 150m apart also slaned porth-cour 0= (2l called Cae Maen Hir on land of
Tir Gwyn farm close to a cottage by the name of Beudy'r Mynyd

Inscription 1 VENDESETLI | suggested association with Gwynboed|, but uncertan
Inscription 2 IOVENALI FILI / ETERNI HIC |ACIT. The stane of invenalis son ol lemus, Ne ligs nefe



burial site name: Penmon
PRN 2557 Eastings: 6297 Morthings: 6072
total number of graves: a numbe! cists: 3 number fug graves:

pre-Christian ceremonial,
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular
associations:

enclosures other than
later church
graveyards:

Christian church / Penman priory within 100m
burial associations:

Description:
A number of oriented east-west extended inhumations in cists wilh side slabs covenng slabs. but no basal slabs; closely
packed and arranged head to foot, in Dinmor Park 100m wes! of Penman Prory Dhureh Vncovered in 1847 dunng the

clearance of ground for a quarry and remaoved to Priory Church varr

burial site name: Cladd-dy, Llanfaes
PRN 2579 Eastings: 6120 Northings: 7760
total number of graves: unknown cisls: dug graves:

pre-Christian ceremonial,
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular
associations:

enclosures other than
later church
graveyards:

Christian church / Franciscan friary within 00m
burial associations:

Description:
Human bones in some quantity have been recorded, before 1855 exposad i the isce of an eroring clay sea cliff. The
location has been associated with an early medieval baltle fough! (0 the area Fodd name svidence suggests that the

adjacent field was the site of a clafdy (leper house) associatea win ihe 12ih/1800 lys of Lianfaes



burial site name: Llangefni
PRN 2680 Eastings: 4573 Horthinns: 7524
total number of graves: 30 cists: some dug graves:

pre-Christian ceremonial,
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular
associations:!

enclosures other than
later church
graveyards:

Christian church /
burial associations:

Description:

About 30 graves were found ¢ 1829 when demaolishing a boundary hedge betweesn Glan Hwia farm and Fron. Location no
longer identifiable.



burial site name:

PRN
total number of graves:

pre-Christian ceremonial,
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular
associations:

enclosures other than
later church
graveyards:

Christian church /
burial associations:

Capel Eithin, Llanfihange! Ysgeifiog
2730

ag cists: 40

Eastings: 4900 Narthings:
dug graves: 58

Possible standing stone, early and late bronze age cremations Roman masonry structure
with enclosing bank

Nealithic domestic activity: Roman metalworking

possible enclosure indicated by slunments of graves

Inscnbed stone

Description:

Inhumation cemetery of 99 burials compnsing 40 with stone lining and 58 Gua o The sue - 4 locally prominent rise
commanding extensive views

One cist burial was enclosed within a square ditched feature interprated as 2 limner roofed structure with an entrance in the

eastern side. The majority of stone-lined graves are partial cists with no finor stones although full cists are present and floor
and lintel stones occur in a few examples A typical adult grave sognt measoe | dm byy 04m (27%) Graves between
1.0m and 1.6m were considered to be those of juveniles (23%) «ad small araves 1oss than 1 0m long, accounting for 50%
of the tota, were considered to be the graves of children  Onentigions ranged oo nnth-south 10 approximately east-west.
The majority lay within the spectrum 50 deg east of north to 89 dew east of north (58%). Groupings within the cemetery can
be suggested on the basis of orientation and the identificatiion of certain tac: [0 fact orientation may be determined more
by alignment on these focl than by adherence to strict east-wes! considerations. Cne small aroun appears to be aligned on
the location of the Bronze age cremation bunals, suggesting thar same marker, o carn perliaps. survived as a visible
landmark. Ancther might, just possibly, cluster in the vicinity of the putative stantina stone A 1hid group, more clearly
defined, appears to focus on the rectilinear cairn - both north and south of It Twe further groups exhibit linearity: one,
swinging in an arc across the northern par of the area with graves. for the most part perpendictiar Lo this curve; the other,
a small group, end to end along the line of the outer edge of the Homan pedon bank The final group compnses those
aligned on, and clustered around, the special grave marked by s i2ctanguiar [iImper memaona

Radiocarbon determinations from a timber plank in the special crave gave ambwalent calibraled (anges between the 1st
century AD and the 11th century AD

The site was previously the location of earlier prehistoric ritual and Tunerary active v apresented by a possible Neolithic
timber horseshoe shaped setting and standing stone, arly ancl (e bronze qqe cmation unsle and a Roman
rectangular masonry structure and enclosing bank. Each of these featuras may Love gersisia 10 influence the location of|
and orientation within, the inhumation cemeiery



burial site name:
PRN
total number of graves:

pre-Christian ceremonial,
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular
associations:

enclosures other than
later church
graveyards:

Christian church /
burial associations:

Description:

Circular earthwork. site of the discovery of Ihe Liantrisant insonb

Capel Bronwen
2749

unknown

Eastings:

circular earthwork

1100

Narthinas: 160

cisls.  nnssible lug graves:

inscribed stone; Capel Bronwen niace name

century. The site 1s known as Capel Bronwen

il staong

andl e visiwrbance ol possible cists in the 18th

burial site name:

PRN
total number of graves:

pre-Christian ceremonial,
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular
associations:

enclosures other than
later church
graveyards:

Christian church /
burial associations:

Description:

A lead coffin in three fragments from land trought into cultivation in the 195 cen
possible Iron Age and Romano-British enclosed farm. The coffin was founa =

Rhyddgaer, lead coffin

3074 Eastings:

1

Cist burial of uncertain date 550m

the area

Roman coins found in the area

4410

Murthings: 5390

cisls dug graves:

lonartl-east cronze Age axe and spearheads found in

Iron Age - Romano-British enclosure 550m 15 nerih-2ast

¢ 5350m south-west of Rhuddgaer, a
nnngst stanes but nad been disturbed. An

inscription, reversed, occurs on both long sdes. (-) CAMULORIS HO| Camuloris tiere lie the bones. The coffin is a late
Roman form, probably Christian



burial site name: Llanfair-Garth-Branan, Bangor

PRN 3182 Eastings: SE05 Marthings: 7220

i

total number of graves: 16 nists: 3 dug graves: 16

pre-Christian ceremonial,
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular
associations:

enclosures cther than
later church
graveyards:

Christian church / Possible chapel; Later cathedrai sdjzcent, aany nhumation cemelery adjacent
burial associations:

Description:

Sixteen extended inhumations including two or three in partial cisis profecting 1he head and one under @ mass of stones in
close proximity to a small rectangular building ‘of good rubble masonry 38t in ear andclay’ The structure, which has
been associated with the church of Llanfair Garth Brannan, was dlagned cast-wess

burial site name: Cefn Du Mawr, Llanrhydd|ad

PRN 3530 Eastings: 3248 Northings: 9020

total number of graves. 0 cisls yes tlug graves:

pre-Christian ceremonial,
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular
associations:

enclosures other than
later church
graveyards:

Christian church /
burial associations:

Description:

Graves similar to those found at Hen Siop, Llanfaethlu. were foung at Cefn Du Mawr Llanmyvomaa, That is, they were long
cists. The place name Rhyd y Beddau lies 500m to east



burial site name: Peibron Farm, Amiwch
PRN 3545 Eastings: 1L Naorthinns: VA5
total number of graves: many cists:  many dug graves:

pre-Christian ceremonial,
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular
associations:

enclosures other than
later church
graveyards:

Christian church /
burial associations:

Description:

Described in 1866 as an extensive cemetery Long cists were vizible in 1937 and in 1968 when four were counted. The
cists lie on the line of a farm track used by agncultural vehicles =na are penadiczily exposer as a result of erosion of the
surface.

burial site name: Bay View Estate, Benllech

PRN 3606 Eastings: 5210 Northings: Ba48

total number of graves: 1 cists lug graves: 1

pre-Christian ceremonial,
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular
associations:

enclosures other than
later church
graveyards:

Christian church /
burial associations:

Description:

An inhumation burial, head to north or north-sast, accompanied by iron nails and o double-side bone comb. The iron nails
are thought to be Indicative of a coffin. A Viking context has been suggestad Lul ‘his is not cedin, the comb is not
typically Viking. The deceased was onginally thought to be a young female, a second analysis suggests a male aged 60-
70 years.




burial site name:
PRN
total number of graves:

pre-Christian ceremonial,
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular
associations:

enclosures other than
later church
graveyards:

Christian church /
burial associations:

Description:

Ty'ny Felin Quarry

3608 Eastings:

5, possible 13

Nanhings: R182

cisls: dug graves: 2

Five burials uncovered during the extension of a quarry al Tyn y F'ein, Lianddyinan  All are extended inhumations, head to

west. Onentations range from south-west — north-east o easl-west

Two of the graves have =ine and end slabs but no

cover. A third has partial side slabs and partial cover slabs. A fourttiis rock cul wilh a basal layer of loose limestone
above which were fragments of sandstone, apparently burnt and traces of charconl An upright =1one stood towards the
head of the fourth grave, possible as a marker A fifth grave was (ock cut with a4 nossible marker displaced.

burial site name:

PRN
total number of graves:

pre-Christian ceremonial,
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular
associations:

enclosures other than
later church
graveyards:

Christian church /
burial associations:

Description:

St Tudwal's priory
4009 Eastings:
4

Neolithic - branze age occupatiol

Roman pottery

St Tudwal's Priory

Norbings: a9

GIsts tug graves: 4

Four burials which predate the 14th century chapel on slightly aiferent alignmen!



burial site name:

PRN
total number of graves:

pre-Christian ceremonial,
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular
associations:

enclosures other than
later church
graveyards:

Christian church /
burial associations:

Description:

A wooden coffin containing 2 bodies and al least 3 other bunals hund whila gigong wives oo

ILiwyn dol Ithel, Talyllyn

4758 Eastings: 7Al Northings:

5 cists:

Ystradgwyn, In 1685, near Maes y Pandy at Liwyn Dal Ithel, periiaps ai sboul 40000

dug graves: yes

uthary called Mawnog

burial site name:
PRN
total number of graves:

pre-Christian ceremonial,
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular
associations:

enclosures other than
later church
graveyards:

Christian church /
burial associations:

Description:

Bryn Eglwys Quarry, Llaniihangely Fennant
4939 Eastings: 5924 Northings

unknown cisis

rlug graves:

A small enclosure reputed to be a burial ground was disturbed aunng gquarrying vperations ¢ 1854 Inseribed stones of

uncertain character are said to have been found in the area

Stunes associated with the allagen bunal ground were

removed to an adjacent location 40m to the west at the ime a quarry shaft was dnven through (he site.



burial site name: Rhos-y-gad Farm, Pentractn
PRN 5585 Eastings: 5119 Northings: -
total number of graves: 4 cists, d 1ug graves:

pre-Christian ceremonial,  Ty'ny Pwll-Lianddyfnan barrow cometery 450m o south-wess
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular
associations:

enclosures other than Earthwork at Lianbedrgoch ahurch [000m (o nor
later church
graveyards:

Christian church / Other burials in field to south-west and between Hhos y Gao ang Lianbedrgoch church.
burial associations: Murddyn Gwyn bunals 900m to narth-gast: Ty'n y Swil long it 450m to south-west.

Description:

Four long cists exposed on edge of quarry after one had been disturbed dunng ciaging for giave! in 1903, The burials were
extended inhumations onented east-west wilh heads to west  Tliee cists had suie siabs ano cover slabs; the fourth had
side slabs and base slabs. The field name s Bryn v Cyrff (Fiela of the Corpsest Other graves are said to have been found
in the field to the south west

burial site name: Gorphwysfa, Llanberis
PRN 6119 Eastings:  6/70 Nortiings:
total number of graves: 7 cisis: yes dug graves:

pre-Christian ceremonial, Early Bronze Age cairns
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular
associations:

enclosures other than
later church
graveyards:

Christian church /
burial associations:

Description:

Seven or eight long graves are said to have been destroyed when the road was ouill below Goiphwysfa on the Llanberis
side. The location is a saddle between the nsing ground of Snowdon an the souts west anid 1he Glyderau on the north



burial site name: Caer Gybi
PRN 7022 Eastings: A7 MArrings:
total number of graves: cists: yes dug graves:

pre-Christian ceremonial,
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular

associations:

enclosures other than Roman share fort

later church

graveyards:

Christian church / Holy well (St Cybi's well, how lost nearby Eghwys v Gedd |14 century), St Cybi's church

burial associations:

Description:

Extended inhumations in long-cists with side slabs, lintels and bunal slabs recorded by Angharan Liwyd from
conversations with masons and others, ¢ 1832 The bunals wese aisturbad dunna e diggmo of ioundations for houses to
the south of the church under conslruction in 1832-2 Bones suvived but were faaie

Caer Gybi is traditionally associated with St Cybi whao is said o have founded s monastic community there with land
granted by Maelgwn. The churchyard sits on fop of a steep rock oliff which onea nrmppad 5t 1o (he shoreline. The former
shoreline is now made-up ground. The churchyard wall is largely an orgaal 2 simed. ectanguiar, free-standing masonry
wall of the late Roman period, provided with projecting bastions «r each corper “he walls stana 4mon height, 1.5m thick
and enclose 0.32ha. Projecting spur walls carried the defence (0 (he shore 1o provide g protectad beaching for boats.

Caer Gybi was raided by Vikings in 981 A silver penny of late | (1h century aaio was founa inairle the churchyard in 1952
(Dolley M & Knight J K 1970, 80-81).

The earliest architectural evidence is of the 12th century (stones with chevrons re-221 m the wall of the south transept),
although the church mainly dates from a massive rebuilding carnea oul between 1480 and 1520 There is a second church
within the cemetery, Eglwys y Bedd, comprising a nave and narrower chance! of Ine 2arly 1410 century (now demolished)
which may have marked the site of the saints grave

burial site name: St Rhychwyn's church, Lianrhychwyn
PRN 7031 Eastings: T4 Northings: 61!
total number of graves: 1 £isls: ‘lug graves:

pre-Christian ceremonial,
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular
associations:

enclosures other than
later church
graveyards:

Christian church / Llanrhychwyn church
burial associations:

Description:
In the 19205 the bones of a young person were discaverad buill into the south wail of the sznctuary A selting of stones on
the inside of this wall appeared to mark the spat. It has been suugested 1hat th ial may < pissent a particularly

revered individual rebuned when the wall was built



burial site name: St Hywyn's church, Aherdaron
PRN 7240 Eastings: 1737 Nerhings: 763
total number of graves: Q cists dug graves: yes

pre-Christian ceremonial,
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular
associations:

enclosures other than
later church
graveyards:

Christian church / Aberdaron church on same site
burial associations:

Description:

Displaced bones exposed after collapse of sea wall suggests Ihal bunals once exiznded fuiner seaward than the present
sea-defence. Date uncenain

burial site name: Ynys Seriol, Penmon
PRN 7310 Eastings: i) Mt ns;
total number of graves: 7 cists! 2 dug graves: 5

pre-Christian ceremonial,
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular
associations:

enclosures other than
later church
graveyards:

Christian church /
burial associations:

Description:

Extended inhumations were recognised during excavations in 426 within the area o the easi i (he Romanesque tower on
Ynys Seiriol. One burial was placed in a rock-cut depression within a sguare masomny constivclion. 3m x 3m externally.
This building had a barrel vaulted ceiling and steeply pitched o0l The mlemz Gmensions al | om x 1.4m were barely

large enough to contain the body which was laid centrally. extenoen head west, but with knzes bent The structure

probably served as a chancel for a church pre-dating the Romanasaue tower bul was later incarporated in it

Six further burials were recorded immediately to the gast. Two Iny, ane on top o) the ather n o slone-lined and covered
cist. A third lay to the south with a slab at the head but no cist o lowith to the sovth af the thint and the fifth and sixth
burials further east. The alignment of the grave in the chancel was east west o lne with the siructure: those outside were

aligned west-south-west — east-north-east

A later chancel replaced the small early chancel while the Romanssque lower remzamed in use



burial site name: Ty'ny Pwil, Llanddyfnan
PRN 7313 Eastings: 508 Northings:
total number of graves: 1 cists: dug graves: 1

pre-Christian ceremonial, Bronze age barrows
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular
associations:

enclosures other than
later church
graveyards:

Christian church /
burial associations:

Description:

Five early Bronze Age barrows extend in a curving line eastwai = from the standing stone @ 7y 0 Llan, Llanddyfnan over a
distance of 800m The fourth and fifth of these mounds have besn axcavater Cne (the eastermmost), contained a
crouched inhumation in an small chamber The other containes . number of et crTemanans and a cist containing a
cremation. On the north-eastern edge of this barrow, an extencs -t mnamalion hao hesn glaced onented, feet to the east,

among a heap of stones.

burial site name: Merddyn Gwyn, Pentraeth
PRN 7315 Eastings: 5210 Morthinns: TARS
total number of graves: 1 cisis ‘ug graves: 1

pre-Christian ceremonial,  Beaker bunal with cairn
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular
associations:

enclosures other than
later church
graveyards:

Christian church /
burial associations:

Description:

An original limestone cairn covering a crouched inhumation accompanied by 3 Beaker was eniarged and further burials
added, still within the early Bronze Age. Laler still an extended humation, onentad east-norcast - west-south-west was
placed in the cairn. This inhumation was dug into the underlyno subizoil and 4o [brouah the aepth of the caim. A

considerable amount of disturbance to the naim appears to Fave bosn effoeton boasat this bonal



burial site name: Eglwysl y Bedd, Clynnoc Fawr
PRN 7316 Eastings: hiad Northings: J 4
total number of graves: numerous interments pists g graves:

pre-Christian ceremonial,  short cist, charcoal and bumt clay
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular
associations:

enclosures other than
later church
graveyards:

Christian church / St Beuno's church, later martuary coapeal
burial associations:

Description:
The monastery at Clynnog was reputedly founded in the early 710 cantury by Beino  In Gwynendd it ranked in importance
with Bangor during the early Middle Ages. The monastery was uded by Norse vikings in 974 The grave of the saint is

traditionally thought to lie within a mortuary chapel (Eglwys y Bedd) detached brom the man boay of the present church.

Excavation in 1913, within the 16th century mortuary chapel reveasied early leaiuies benealh o 10th century slate floor.

These comprise: the drystone foundations of a rectangular structure alignad szsl-w=st, 5 5m » A internally; paved
surfaces including a path leading to the west wall of the rectanguisl structure, crmittent stetihes of walling defining a
possible rectangular area approximately 10 25m long west-gast whigh may naves =ooiosed the nst structure; extended
inhumations, head to west, against the eastern external wall of 11 ractanoular < ncture. one padial and one complete lang
cist, oriented east-west (empty) with side slabs and caver slabs and one shorl cist containing charcoal and burnt clay.

The uncisted inhumations appear to be conlemporary with the | i the sl rennguian = e the long cists may be

contemporary with its use or pre-date it

burial site name: Glyn Farm, Benllech
PRN 20001 Eastings: 5160 Norihings: 1681
total number of graves: 2 Gisis. dug graves: 2

pre-Christian ceremanial,
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular
associations:

enclosures other than Drysione defensive enclosure
later church
graveyards:

Christian church /
burial associations:

Description:
Two skeletons found during excavation at Glyn in 1898 One exicnilad inhurmabon aimast overving a crouched inhumation.



burial site name: Cae Capel, Caer Gai, Llanuwchllyn
PRN 20002 Eastings: aran Narthings: 135
total number of graves: cisis g graves:

pre-Christian ceremonial,
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular Roman auxiliary fort

associations:

enclosures other than Roman fort and possible later oo anclosurs

later church

graveyards:

Christian church / Inscribed stone, Cae Capel / Car'r Cappelau place name

burial associations:

Description:

A plan of Caer Gai, drawn before 1885, shows the field name Cac Uappel immeanialy soulh of *oe fort. This was
apparently known as Cae'r Capelau - the fieid of the chapels -« e 171 cenl izre Hieo was a chapel or two in
former times' and 'where a paved surface is revealed when the fiolid s dug  Thess - cuctures oy relate to the vicus of the
Roman fort, nevertheless, bones were recarded as having been tound in this fisld thwards :nel of the 19th century Up
until this time it had been possible to postulate an iregular outer “nciosute beyona ne ine of *he fort wall on the north

western side.

burial site name: Ty Mawr, Caer Gybi

PRN 20003 Eastings: 2514 Naornhings: a1n4

total number of graves: 43 CISts ‘lug graves: 14
pre-Christian ceremonial, Concentric circular feature al hianes point of e

funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular
associations:

enclosures other than
later church
graveyards:

Christian church /
burial associations:

Description:

Extended inhumation cemetery of 54 graves comprising long cin1s & number sooimce wit s intels and basal slabs,
unprotected dug graves, dug graves with timper coffins and stone ined graves wiieh may hove upported imber lining or
timber lintels. A typical adult grave Is about 2m long by 0 65m wule Onentaton s generally about 70" East of North, with
extremes at 51° and 84", The site is on a low and gentle nse  There s evidense [os Neplithe ccupation in the form of
worked stone tools and manufacturing wasle More impartantly (or the laler lostary of the sitn e highest point on the rise

was occupied by a concentric circular feature of which the firsi priase was very probably a barow of the Early Bronze Age
delimited by a quarry ditch of 12m internal diameter  This feature may have arovii=a a focus ol the later cemetery. There
is some order ta the rows of graves, which is disrupted at the prnt where some graves encroscn upon it. There is even a

slight suggestion that the limits of the inner circle are respected by all but one of 1he graves. 7is could, alternatively, be a
reflection of the surviving height of the mound near its centre  Th= bunals with (ne sxcepticn of one oullier to the east,
appear {0 respect a delineation perpetuated by the boundanes ol 4 later field sysiam unless o5 sppears more likely,

graves have been lost through differential erosion on the further suies of these honniEnes



burial site name:

PRN 20004 Eastings:

total number of graves: 1

pre-Christian ceremonial,
funerary associations:

pre-Christian secular
associations:

enclosures other than
later church
graveyards:

Christian church / Inscribed slone
burial associations:

Description:

Lhuyd (iate 18th century) describes the Dervori stone as 'one of | or
Liechgynfarwy) at Penprys in Liannor’ - that is, it formed pant of &
the cist burial that included the Vendesetl and lovenalis stones »

Dervori cist, Penprys Farm, Liannor

Mearitgs:

CISts) ves dug graves:
4 found vndar ground (n ine form of the graves at
AsE o uneie 31 -1nne was associated with
Wch were sy Peumys farm




inscribed memorial stones catalogue

name:

PRN

type:

classification:

date:

Inscription:

reading:

Description:

Icori stone, Llystyn Gwyn, Bryncir
136/ Eastings: 4828 Northings: 4529
inscribed stone
group 1
6th century

ICORIFILIVS / POTENTI /NI and Ogam ICORIGAS

The stone of lcorix, son of Potentinus

Rectangular slab with ogam and Latin inscriptions. The Latin inscription runs in three lines horizontally, the ogam
inscription runs vertically upwards along the upper right hand side of the stone. Found by a gateway ¢ 1901 and set up

as a gatepost

name:

PRN

type:

classification:

date:

Inscription:

reading:

Description:

Cunalipus stone, Gesail Gyfarch, Penmerfa
189 Eastings: 5402 Northings: 4170
inscnbed stone
group 1
6th century

FILI CVNALIPI/ CVNACI IACIT /| BECCVRI

The stone of Cunacus son of Cunalipus ... he lies ... of Beccurus

Latin inscription in three lines running vertically downwards



name:

PRN

type:

classification:

date:

Inscription:

reading.

Description:

Dinoconsuodicus stone, Madryn Farm, Aber
368 Eastings: 6888 Northings: 7338
inscribed stone
group 1
5th-6th century

DI/NO/CON/SVO/DIC/O/ON

.. Dinoconsuodicus On..

Elongated stone, originally in use as a Roman milestone (AD262) but truncated at the top, inverted and reused lo carry
a Latin inscription, on one side, in seven short honizontal lines. Although re-used, the stone was found very close to the
presumed line of the Roman road from Canovium to Segontium. The location is 550m from the site of the medieval llys

at Aber.

name: Figulini stone, Holy Cross church, Llannor

PRN 439 Easftings: 3538 Northings: | 3725
type: inscrnbed stone

classification:

date:

Inscription:

reading:

Description:

group 1
Bth century

FIGVLINI FILI / LOCVLITI/ HIC IACIT

The stone of Figulinus, son of Loculitus. He lies here

Latin inscription in three line running vertically downwards. Now inside church poreh but damaged by gate hanger holes

in face.



name: Llech y Gwyr stone, Capel Curig

PRN 941 Eastings: 6778 Northings: 5660
type: inscribed stone

classification: not specified

date: not specified

Inscription:

reading:

Description:

Large stone said to have been standing in the mid 19th century at the head of Nant y Gwryd on the farm of Dyffryn.
Crew associates this stone with ane described by Edward Liwyd as: 'Karreg y Dadler yn agos at Gappel Kirig a
Lhythrenneu arni'. 'Carreg y Dadler, clase to Capel Curig with letters on it."

The stone from Dyffryn was taken to the Inn at Capel Curig. One account describes large slates on their end in the
grotnd with lettering on one of them. Crew takes these to be a reference to cist burials.

name: Veracius stone, Capel Anelog, Anelog

PRN 1202 Eastings: 1560 Northings: 2743
type: inscribed stone

classification: group 1

date: 5th-6th century

Inscription: VERACIVS /| PBR / HIC / IACIT

reading: Veracius the priest lies here

Description:

Latin inscription in four lines running horizontally. Distinctive capitals wilth serifs and angle-bar A. Found at Capel
Anglog, removed first to Cefn Amwilch house and now in Aberdaron church. Mary Chitty records that the findspot was a
shallow valiey at the head of Afon Saint, below a shallow plateau at this location



name: Meli Medici stone, Liangian

PRN 1246 Eastings: 2956  Northings: 2894

type: inscribed stone

ciassification: group 1

date: 5th-6th century

Inscription: MELI MEDICI/ FILI MARTINI / IACIT

reading: The stone of Melus the doctor, son of Martinus. He lies (here).
Description:

Rectangular stone. Latin inscription in three lines running vertically downwards. in Liangian churchyard

name: laconus stone, Treflys

PRN 1299 Eastings: 5344 Northings: 3785
type: inscribed stone

classification: group 1

date: 6th century

Inscription: + IACONVS FILI MINI/ IACIT

reading: laconus, son of Minus lies here

Description:

Elongated quadrangular stone. Cross-rho with serifed cross at beginning of Latin inscription in two lines running
downwards Found in foundations of former churchyard wall.



name: Melitus stone, Llanaelhaearn

PRN 1563 Eastings: 3870 Northings: 4481
type: inscribed stone

classification: aroup 1

date: 5th-6th century

Inscription: MELITV

reading: The stone of Melitus

Description:

Upright stone; Latin inseription running vertically downwards,

name: Aliortus stone, Llanaelhaearn

PRN 1564 Eastings: 3870 Northings: 4481
type: inscribed stone

classification:

date:

Inscription:

reading:

Description:

group 1
5th-6th century

ALIORTVS ELMETIACQ / HIC IACET

Aliortus of Elfed lies here

Rectangular slab with Latin inscription in two lines running vertically downwards.



name:

PRN

type:

classification:

date:

Inscription:

reading:

Description:

M stone, Llanaelhaearn
1568i Eastings: 3870 Northings: 4481
inscribed stone
group 1
5th-6th century

m

Stone inscribed with capital letter M; possibly part of a fuller inscription. Now built into churchyard wall on external face

at south-west

name:

PRN

type:

classification:

date:

Inscription:

reading:

Description:

Senacus stone, Capel Anelog
1571 Eastings: 1560 Northings: 2743
inscribed stone

aroup 1

5th-6th century

SENACVS [ PRSB. [ HIC IACIT / CVM MULTITV / DNEM / FRATRVM

Senacus the priest lies here with a multitude of brethren.

Latin inscription in six lines running horizontally. Distinctive capitals with serifs, angle-bar A's, ligatures and contraction
mark. Found at Capel Anelog, removed first to Cefn Amwilch house and now in Aberdaron church, Mary Chilty records
that the findspot was a shallow valiey at the head of Afon Saint, below a shallow plateau at this location



name: Porius stone, Trawsfynydd

PRN 1615 Eastings: 7239 Northings: 3137

type: inscribed stone

classification: group 1

date: 5th-6th century

Inscription: PORIVS / HIC IN TVMVLO IACIT / HOMO PLANVS FVIT
reading: Porius lies here in the tomb. He was a Christian man
Description:

Irregular stone with latin inscription in three lines, apparently running hornzontally, The reading of PLANVS is disputed.
Lhuyd (late 17th century) read RIANUS. Lewis Morns' reading (1742) gives PIANUS, Others postulate a X (chi) before
the P with a contraction mark abave, giving a chi and rho followed by IANUS (XPIANUS) read as Christianus. The
original sit is likely to have been close lo the line of the roman road south from Tomen y Mur Liuyd recorded the stone
in a field called Maes y Bedd, within two figlds of Llech Idris

name: Conbarrus stone, Chwaen Wen, Llantrisant

PRN 2075 Eastings: 3650 Northings: 8250
type: inscribed stone

classification: group 1

date; 6th century

Inscription: ...0...BARRVS / CO..BURRI/ ...IC IACIT

reading: Conbarrus, (7 sen) of Conburrus, lies here
Description:

Stone formerly at Chwaen Wen House, Liantrisant in 1728, Latin inscription in ?three lines.



name:

PRN

type:
classification:
date:

Inscription:

reading:

Description:

Maccudecceti stone, Penrhos Lligwy
2122 Eastings: 4805 Northings: 8591
inscribed stone
group 1
6th century

HIC IACIT / MACCVDECCETI

The stone of Maccudeccetus, here he lies

Elongated siab carrying Latin inscription in two lines running vertically downwards, The scripf includes half uncial e's,
The stane formerly stood |n the churchyard close to the SW end of the church,

name:
PRN

type:
classification:
date:

Inscription:

reading:

Description:

Filius Ev... stone, Heneglwys
2135 Eastings: 4224 Narthings: 7612
inscribed stone
group 1
7th-12th century

[FIILIVS . EV...I [.... A][NIMA . REQVIES[CAT ./IN .PAC]IE

(?), son of Ev .. (lies here. May his) soul rest in peace

Inscribed stone carrying a Latin inscription in three lines mixing capitals and miniscules. Found while taking down old
church in c.1845. Broken at both ends.



name: Llantrisant stone, Capel Bronwen

PRN 2207_ Eastings: 3150 Northings: 8150

type: inscribed stone

classification: group 1

date: 6th century

Inscription: IVA / SANCTISSI/ MA MVLIER / HIC IACIT QVE / FVIT AMATI / SSI

CONIVX Bl / VATIGI FAMVLVS | DI SACERDOS ET VAS / SO PAVLINI
ANDOCO / GNATIONE ET OMNI/ VM CIVIVM ADQVAE / PARENTVM
EXEMPL / A ET MORIBUS DIS / CIPLINA AC SAPIEN / TIAE / AVRO E/
LAPIDIBUS

reading: ...iva, a most holy lady, lies here, who was the very beloved wife of
Bivatig(irnus), servant of God, priest, and disciple of Paulinus, by race an
Andocian, and an example to all his fellow citizens and relatives both in
character, rule of life and wisdom which is better than gold and gems.

Description:

The slone, now damaged, was found at the ruin of Capel Bronwen early in 18th century. In 1802 it was located by
Skinner at Ty'n Rhosydd (SH372821) being used as a chopping block, having previously been used as a gate post. It
was moved to Trescawen several years before 1870 and in 1965 was taken ta Bangor Museum. The most elaborate
early inscription in Gwynedd.

name: Wileder stone, Llanfihangel-y-Traethau

PRN 2289 Eastings: = 5950  Northings: 3536

type: inscribed stone

classification: group 1

date: 12th century

Inscription: +HI EST SEPVLCRV WLEDER MATIS / ODELEV QI PIMV EDIFICAV [

HANC ECLA / IN TEPR EWINI REG

reading: Here is the tomb of Wleder, the mother of Odeleu, who first built this church
in the time of King Owain

Description:

Latin inscription in four lines, one on each face of a guadrangular pillar stone, running vertically downwards. The
inscription is important for the letter forms characteristic of the transition from Romanesque to Gothic and for the
reference to King Owain, which fixes the date of at least one phase of the church of Lianfihangel y Traethau and also
the inscription There are numerous contractions and the expanded text reads (after Nash Williams) Hic est sepulchrum
Wieder, matris Odeleu qui primum edificavit hanc ecclesiam in tempore Ewini Regis. Probably close to original location.



name:

PRN

type:

classification:

date:

Inscription:

reading:

Description:

lovenalis stone, Penprys Farm, Llannor
2375 Eastings: 3438 Northings: 3920
inscribed stone
group 1
6th century

IOVENALI FILI / ETERNI HIC IACIT

The stone of lovenalis, son of Eternus

Stone re-used to form one side of an apparent long cist containing an inhumation oriented north-south. Both side slabs
of the cist carried inscriptions, the other being the Vendesetlus stone. The cist was completed with a head stone and
fool stone and covered by two flat stones The grave lay between two standing stones ¢ 150m aparl also aligned north-
south in a field called Cae Maen Hir on land of Tir Gwyn farm close to a cottage by the name of Beudy'r Mynydd.

name:

PRN

type:

classification:

date:

Inscription:

reading:

Description:

Vendesetli stone, Penprys Farm, Llannor
2375 Eastings: 3438 Northings: 3920
inscnbed stone
group 1
5th-6th century

VENDESETLI

The stone of Vendesetlus

Latin inscription of one line running vertically downwards. Stone re-used to form one side of a north-south long cist
grave of which the lovenalis stone forms the other. Vendesetlus is thought 1o be cognate with the local saint
Gwynhoedl's name. The grave lay between two standing stones ¢ 150m apart also aligned north-south in a field called
Cae Maen Hir on land of Tir Gwyn farm close to a cottage by the name of Beudy'r Mynydd



name;

PRN

type:
classification:
date:

Inscription:

reading:

Description:

Filius cuuris stone, Fron Deg, Newborough
2606/ Eastings: =~ 4443 = Northings: = 6788
inscribed stone
group 1
Tth-8th century

VS I NIN / FILIUS / CUURIS / CINI ERE / XIT / HUNC / LAPI/ DEM

.us.., son of Cuns Cini, erected this stone.

Latin inscniption in ten lines reading horizontally. Found at Fron Deg farm where it served as a gate post. Now in

Llangafio church

name:

PRN

type:
classification:
date:

Inscription:

reading:

Description:

Saturninus stone, Llansadwrn
2644 Eastings: 5538 Northings: 7587
nscribed stone
group 1
6th century

HIC BEAT.../ SATVRNINVS SE.../ IACIT.ET SVA SA... / CONIVX . PA_../...

Here lies buried the blessed priest Saturninus and his saintly wife. Peace be
with you.

Rough slab found in the churchyard while digging a grave some time before 1742 Conjectural readings by Williams
gives: HIC BEATUS SACERDOS SATURNINUS SEFPULCRO IACIT ET SUA SANCTA CONIUX. PAX VOBISCUM
The slab is now truncated an the two long sides and one short side



name:
PRN

type:

classification:

date:

Inscription:

reading:

Description:

Soris stone, Capel Heilyn, Trefollwyn

2668
insaribed stone
agroup 1

5th-6th century

Eastings: 4496

...lACIT/...SORIS

Here lies...of Soris (or here she lies, wife of ...)

Northings:

7726

Broken stone, seen before 1765 by Rowlands in the churchyard of Capel Heilyn, now lost Latin inscription in two lines
reading vertically downwards. A field 350m south of Trefollwyn is known as Cae Capel; a field 250m to the north of Cae
Capel, called Cae Neuadd revealed a square foundation of stones, packed with lime, when it was ploughed.

name:

PRN

type:

classification:

date:

Inscription:

reading:

Description:

Culidori stone, Llangefni

2673
inscribed stone
group 1

5th-6th century

Eastings: 4581

Northings:

7592

CVLIDORI/IACIT / ET ORVVITE / MVLIERI / SECVNDI / FILIVS

The grave of Culidor, here he lies, and of his wife Orvita, the son of

Secundus

Roughly squared slab with incised zig-zag pattern between parallel lines above inscription. The third and fourth lines
appear {o be a later insertion commemarating the deceased's wife. Knight suggests that FILIUS originally occupied the
third line but was erased and transferred to the 6th line to make way for the secondary epitaph. Found in pulling down

the old church in 1824



name:
PRN

type:
classification:
date:

Inscription:

reading:

Description:

Cunogusi stone, Bodfeddan, Lianfaelog

2748 Eastings: 3560 Northings:

Inscribed stone
group 1
5th-6th century

CUNOGUSI / HIC IACIT

The stone of Cunogusus, he lies here

7480

Upright block of triangular cross section with Latin inscription running vertically downwards on north face of stone. The
named individual, Cunogusos, is thoughl to have given his name to that of the medieval township, Conysiog. The stone
occupies a locally prominent rise. It now stands adjacent to a modern field wall 2longside a road, on the edge of a small
quarry hollow with large blocks of comparable stone lying nearby, some split by drilling. - There is an elongated
depression on top of stone and cup-like depression on eas! face. The lalter has been likened to an artificial cup mark
with the suggestion that the stone may be a prehistoric standing stone in situ. The depressions on the surface of the

stone are likely to be natural, however

name:

PRN

type:

classification:

date:

Inscription:

reading:

Description:

Ettorigi stone, Llanbabo, Llanol
2750/ Eastings: = 3762
inscribed stone

group 1

5th-6th century

ETTORIGI H[IC IACIT]

(The stone) of Ettorix. He lies here

Northings:

8542

Upper part of stone with Latin inscription in one line reading vertically downwards. Formerly in field by track leading to
Llanol Farm. According to Skinner (1908, 57 & 70) the rest of the stone was lay c. 90m away



name:
PRN

type:
classification:
date:

Inscription:

reading:

Description:

Catamanus stone, Llangadwaladr
3005 Eastings: 3837 Northings: 6927
inscribed slone
group 1
7th century

+ CATAMANUS / REX SAPIENTISI/ MUS OPINATISIM / US OMNIUM
REG /UM

Cadfan the king, most wise and illustrious of all kings

Rectangular stone carrying a Latin inscription, in five lines, running vertically downwards, preceded by a cross with
expanded arms and head and a knobbed fool. The lettering mixes capitals and half uncials. The commemoration is to
Cadfan, king of Gwyneddd from 615 to about 625. The dedication of the church where the stone is located is to
Cadwaladr, grandson of Cadfan and king in Gwynedd from 634 to 664. An alternative name for the church was Eglwys
Ail (wattle church). The stone was farmerly in use as a lintel to the south door of the parish church.

name:
PRN

type:
classification:
date:

Inscription:

reading:

Description:

Mailis stone, Pen Seri Bach, Llanfaelog
3033 Eastings: 3334 Northings: 7227
inscribed stone
group 1
5th-6lh century

MAILISI

(The stone) of Mailis

Rectangular block of stone, inscribed with Latin inscription in one line reading downwards, In use as the lintei of a
window in a barn in 1802, now relocated in corresponding position in the wall of a barn at Pen Sern Bach. It had been
found in a field near by to the north of Lianfaelog towards Afon Cigyll - Liain Wen at SH356746



name:

PRN

type:

classification:

date:

Inscription:

reading:

Description:

Lovernii stone, Llanfaglan
3103 Eastings: 4554 Northings: 6068
inscribed stone
group 1
5th-6th century

FILI LOVERNII / ANATEMORI

The stone of Anatemorus, son of Lovernius

Rectangular incised panel on rectangular siab containing Latin inscription in two lines. Now used as lintel of a doorway.
Originally upright stone with inscription to be read vertically downwards,

name:

PRN

type:

classification:

date:

Inscription:

reading:

Description:

Cavo stone, Llanfor
3204 Eastings: 9383 Northings: 3680
inscribed stone
group 1
S5th-6th century

CAVO SENIARGI

The stone of Cavus Seniargius

Elongated stone with Latin inscription in one line running vertically downwards. Now |n Lianfor church.



name:

PRN

type:
classification:
date:

Inscription:

reading:

Description:

Carausius stone, Rhiwbach Quarry, Penmachno
3729 Eastings: 7380 Northings: 4600

inscribed stone

group 1

5th-6th century

+ CARAVSIVS / HIC IACIT / IN HOC CON / GERIES LA / PIDVM

Carausius lies here in this heap of stones

Rectangular slab with cross-rho above Latin inscription in five lines running horizontally. Originally found in association
with burial at Rhiw Bach quarry, alongside the Roman road leading north from Tomen y Mur It was subsequently moved
to Penmachno church where it lay on a heap of stones in the churchyard

name:

PRN

type:
classification:
date:

Inscription:

reading:

Description:

Oria stone, Penmachno
3730 Eastings: 7898 Northings: 5059
inscribed stone
group 1
5th-Bth century

..ORIA IC IACIT

_...oria lies here

Long thin stone with fragmentary Latin inscription in one line running vertically downwards. Found during demalition of
the former church in the 19th century. This old church was itself one of two churches which stood within the churchyard

pnor to the reformalien



name: Cantiorus stone, Penmachno

PRN EY&L] Eastings: 7236  Northings: | 4274

type: inscribed stone

classification: group 1

date: Sth-6th century

Inscription: CANTIORI HIC IACIT / VENEDOTIS CIVE FVIT / ONSOBRINO / MALI /
MAGISTRATI

reading: The stone of Cantiorus, he lies here. He was a citizen of Venedos, a cousin

of the magistrate Maglos

Description:

Elongated quadrangular block with Latin inscription in five lines reading vertically downwards. The inscription is worked
in two technigues. Line ane, 'the stone of Cantiorus, he lies here,' is incised. The remainder, a gloss on Cantiorus, is
pecked and carries aver onto the adjacent face of the stone The two elements may not, therefore, be contemporary.
The "Venedos' of the inscription is the earliest documented reference to the territonial area of Gwynedd. The stone is
reported to have been brought from Beddau Gwyr Ardudwy, in which case it may have stood alongside the Roman road.
There is a persistent tradition that burials lay on the hillside north and south of Nant Liyn y Monwynion. Other than the
traditional tale concerning the burial of the 'Men of Ardudwy’ the earliest documentary references date ta the 17th
century and all refer to grave mounds, about 20 1In number, in combination with some arangement of upright stones as
grave markers. Late 17th century accounts refer to stones removed from Beddau Gwyr Ardudwy to mend walls in
Ffestiniog churchyard. Late 19th century references acknowledge that nearly all the stones had been removed to be
built into a nearby wall. About 20 low mounds are still visible on the hillside. None, however, has produced evidence of
actual burial and the results of the excavation of one mound in 1990 suggeted that they might be temporary peat stacks.
It is probable that there were bunials at Beddau Gwyr Ardudwy, however, represented by the record of two inscribed
stones (Cantiorus and Ferrucus) having ariginally stood there, The Roman road running north from Tomen y Mur
towards Dolwyddelan and the Llugwy valley crosses Nant Llyn y Morwynion at this point, confirmed by excavation in
1990, and the inscibed stones may have commemcrated burials along its route.



name:

PRN

type:

classification:

date:

Inscription:

reading:

Description:

Avitorius stone, Penmachno
3732 Eastings: 7890 Northings:
inscribed slone

group 1

6th century

FILI AVITORI/IN TEPO ... /IVSTI .../ CON ...

5060

The stone of .. son of Avitorius. In the time of Justinus the Consul

Broken elongated stone with Latin inscription in one surviving line running vertically downwards above a horizontal
inscription in three lines. Justinus was consul in 540 and was, together with Basilius, consul in 541, the last Roman
consul whose name was used in the West as a dating indicator. Their names continued to be used as daling
benchmarks in some areas of Gaul for some time. Justinus' name is resincted to the area around Lyon and the
Penmachno stone may indicale some conltact with that stone during the second half of the 7th century, the epigraphist
copying a common consular dating formula rather than precisely dating the stone.

name:

PRN

type:

classification:

date:

Inscription:

reading:

Descriplion:

Small elongated stone with Latin inscription in one line running verically downwards,

Equestri stone, Liandanwg

4077 Eastings: 5687 Northings:

nscribed stone
group 1
Bth century

EQVESTRI NOMINE

The stone of he who 1s named Equester

2824



name:
PRN

type:
classification:
date:

Inscription:

reading:

Description:

Medi stone, Pont Helygog, Brithdir
4136 Eastings: 7934 Northings: 1985
inscribed stone
group 1
5th-6th century

MEDI ..,

The stone of Medi

Inscribed stone carrying fragmentary Latin inscnption Found among the rubble of a wall close to the line of the Roman
road between Brithdir and Caer Gai,

name:
PRN

type:
classification:
date:

Inscription:

reading:

Description:

Salvianus stone, Caer Gai, Llanuwchllyn
4253 Eastings: | 8750  Northings: = 3150
inscribed stone
group 1
5th-61h century

HEC IACET SALVIANVS BVRGOCAV! FILIVS CVPETIAN

Here lies Salvianus Burgocavus, son of Cupetianus

The reading of the inscription is known from 2 17th century record. The stone was dug up at Caer Gal. Burgocavus, if
the reading is correct, may translate Caer Gai Caer Gai was a Roman auxiliary fort of the late 1st and 2nd centuries,
perhaps replacing the large campaign fort at Lianfor 7. 5km to th north-east. Bones were recorded as having been found
towards the end of the 19th century in the field immediately south of the fort known as Cae'r Capelau / Cae Capel



name: Sanctinus stone, Tyddyn Holland, Bodafon

PRN 4555 Eastings: 8110 Northings: 8175
type: inscribed stone

classification: group 1

date: 5th-6th century

Inscription: SANCT /INVS / SACER.../INP...

reading: Sanctinus the priest, in peace

Description:

Latin inscription in four lines running horizontally. Found in the highway by Tyddyn Heliand, between Bodafon and Rhiw
Leding, Llandudna.

name: Ingenuus stone, Llandanwg

PRN 4780 Eastings: 5887 Narthings: 2824
type: inscribed stone

classification: group 1

date: 5th-6th century

Inscription: INGENUI/ IARRI | HIC IACIT

reading: The stone of Ingenuus larrus. He lies here
Description:

Leng narrow slab with Latin inscription in three lines running vertically downwards.



name:

PRN

type:

classification:

date:

Inscription:

reading:

Description:

St Cadfan's church, Tywyn

4798 Eastings: 6000 Northings: 9934

inscribed stone
group 1
8th century

+ CENGRUI CIMALTED GU / ADGAN / ANT ERUNC DU BUT MARCIAU
/ (MC ERTRI) + CUN BEN CELEN / TRICET NITANAM / (MORTCIC
PETUAR)

Ceinrwy wife of Addian, close to Bud, Meirchiaw (a memonal of the three)
Cun, wife of Celyn: grief and loss remain (a memorial of four).

Previously used as a gate post at Bodfalog in a field close to the road about half a mile from Tywyn. Lewis (1833 2)
stated it was called St Cadfan's stone and formerly stood erect in the churchyard covering the remains of the saint. Long
thin slab with lettering on all four sides, downwards on three side and upwards on one side. The tranlation has been
variously discussed but is generally agreed to be one of the earliest surviving instances on stone of the Welsh language.
Two separate epitaphs, each with a footnote, are represented. Each occupies two side of the stone and each is
proceeded by an incised barred cross

name:

PRN

type:

classification:

date:

Inscription:

reading:

Description:

Pascentius stone, Tywyn
4799 Eastings: 5882 Northings: 0095
inscribed stone
group 1
5th-6th century

PASCENT

(The stone of) Pascentius

Latin inscription in ane line with angle bar A and reversed E Recorded in the late 18th century but now losl



name: Salvian stone, Llanymawddwy

PRN 4952 Eastings: 9033 Northings: 1904

type: inscribed stone

classification: group 1

date: 6th century

Inscription: FILIAE SALVIANI/ HIC IACIT VE...NAIE /| UXSOR TIGIRNICI / ET FILIE

EIUS ONERATI/ ...CIT RIGOHENE / ...OCETI /...ACI

reading: The stone of the daughter of Salvianus. Here she lies, the .. wife of
Tigirnicus and his daughter ... of Oneratus ... .Rigchene .

Description:

Squat pillar stone, broken. Latin inscription in seven lines running vertically downwards. The later parts of the inscription
are mostly lost. The burial stone of a Salvianus is recorded at Caer Gai, Llanuwchlilyn (No 191, PRN 4253). This stone
was in a stone wall near Llanymawddwy churchyard in 1746,

name: Rigella stone, Bryn Golau, Trawsfynydd

PRN 5095 Eastings: 7142 Northings: 3505
type: inscribed stone

classification: group 1

date: 6th-7th century

Inscription: RIGELLA HI .../ FILIA TVN...CC...

reading: Rigelia lies here, the daughter of Tunccetatocus
Description:

Small flat slab with Latin inscription in two lines Found on field wall, probably as a clearance stone after ploughing an
adjacent field. The location is close 1o the line of the Roman road 400 yd west north-west of Bryn Goleu. The Roman
road is thought to have crossed the Afon Prysor close by. The broken stone fragment is a small flat slab of undressed
local shale.



name:

PRN

type:

classification:

date:

Inscription:

reading:

Description:

Barrectus stone, Tomen y Mur, Maentwrog
5096 Eastings: 7060  Northings: 3870
inscribed stone
group 1
5th century

D M/ BARRECT!/ CARANTEI

To the divine shades of Barrectus Caranteus

Latin inscription in three lines, Nash-Williams suggests, running vertically downwards. Dis Manibus is a pagan formuia
that continued to be used In continental Chrislian coniexts but is otherwise unknown in Wales: The stone may be either
Christian or pagan. From Tomen y Mur, now lost.

name:
PRN

type:

classification:

date:

Inscription:

reading:

Description:

Ercagni stone, Arfryn, Bodedern
6893 Eastings: 3420 Northings: 8000
Inscribed stone
group 1
5th-Bth century

ERCAGNI

(The grave of) Ercagnos (Welsh: Erchan)

Elongated stone, narrowing towards the top, carrying a Latin inscription running vertically downwards. The inscription
begins near the top of the stone, occupying the upper portion. The stone was found during the excavation of a cemetery
of 114 extended inhumations comprising both long cists and unprotected dug graves. A central, grave free, 'focal’ area
of post setings was identified and may be of prehistoric onigin ~ There is also an enclosure diteh, elucidation of the
precise relationship of which to the grave sequence awaits the publication of the excavation report. The inscribed stone
lay, face downwards, as a cover to a 1. 5m wide walled cist A stone, called Llech Edern, was reported |n the immediate
vicinity by Lewis Morris ¢ 1732 The site is reputed 1o be the traditional site of Eglwys Edern



name:

PRN

type:

classification.

date:

Inscription:

reading:

Description:

Caelexti stone, Ceilwart Isaf, Barmouth beach
6895 Eastings: 6035 Northings: 1710

inscribed stone

group 1

5th-Bth century

CAELEXTI/ MONEDOQO / RIGI

The stone of Caelestis Monedorigis

Latin inscription in three lines running horizontally. Partly defaced by weathering. Originally, according to Lewis Morris,
lying in the sand, c. 30m below high water, where a small brook from (Beilwart farm) Ceilwart Isaf farm ran down. Later
used as a footbridge over the brook, it is now in Llanaber church. Another stone was formerly known from the same
location but, in Lewis Morns' day, was lost beneath the sand.

name:

PRN

type:

classification:

date:

Inscription:

reading:

Description:

Aeternus stone, Barmouth beach
6897 Eastings: 6035 | Northings: 1710
inscribed stone
group 1
5th-6th century

AETERN/ ET/ AETERN

The stone of Aeternus and Aeterna

Irregular elongated stone with Latin inscription in three lines running horizontally. Originally found under the sand of
Barmouth beach some 6m below high water mark, the stene is now in Lianaber church. Possibly the same location as

the Caelexti stone,



name: Devorigi stone, Capel Eithin, Llanfihangel Ysgeifiog

PRN 7306 Eastings: 4900  Northings: = 7270
type: inscribed stane

classification: group 1

date: 6th century

Inscription: DEVORIGI

reading: The stone of Devarix

Description:

Elongated block, narrowing towards upper end (on the assumplion that it was originally set upright with the broad end in
the ground). Latin inscription running vertically downwards, The stone is described by Lhuyd's correspondent in 1698 as
caming from Capel Eithin in the parish of Llanfihangel Ysgeifiog, Broken and moved to Llangefni county schaool in
1920's; now lost,

name: Dervori stone, Penprys Farm, Liannor

PRN 10010 Eastings: 3443 Northings: 2008
type: inscribed stone

classification: group 1

date: 5th-6th century

Inscription: DERVORI HIC |IACET

reading: The stone of Dervorus, he lies here

Description:

Latin inscription in one line running vertically downwards. Lhuyd's correspondent describes it as ‘one of 3 or 4 found
under ground (in the form of the graves at Liechgynfarwy)' - that is, as part of a cist. According to Hubner (1876) this
stone was once over a stable



name:

PRN

type:

classification:

date:

Inscription:

reading:

Description:

Ferrucus stone, Beddau Gwyr Ardudwy, Ffestiniog
10015 Eastings: 7236 Northings: 4274

inscribed stone

group 1

5th-6th century

FERRUCI HIC IACIT

The stone of Ferrucus, here he lies

Latin inscription, apparently in a single line. The stone was observed in the wall of Lian Ffestiniog churchyard in 1694
Edward Lhuyd had previously been made aware that amongst stones brought from Beddau Gwyr Ardudwy to mend
walls at Llan Ffestiniog churchyard, ¢ 1682, was one small slab (0.6m x 0.45m) with an inscriptien. His informant
claimed that the Ferrucus stone was that slab
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