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At last one turns around and looks westward Evetything is changed. Over the mouth of the
Conway and its sands is the eternal softness and mild light of the west; the low line of
mystic Anglesey. the precipitous Penmaenmawr, and the group ofCarnedd Llewelyn and
Carnedd David, and their brethenfading away, hill behind hill, in an aerial haze, make the
horizon; between the fort of Penmaenmawr and the bending coast of Anglesey, the sea. a
silver stream, disapperas one knows not whither. On this side, Wales — Wales, where the
past still lives, where evety place has its tradition. evty name its poeoy. and where the
people, the genuine people, still knows this past, this tradition, this poetry and lives with it
and clings to it; while, alas. the prosperous Saxon on the other side, the invader from
Liverpool and Birkenhead, has long ago forgouen his.

Matthew Amold
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Preface

1.1 Natural forces and human activity acting together over the last six thousand years have contrived to
produce a landscape of great beauty and variety in Wales, a national asset that is essential both to our
national identity and to our individual "sense of place" and well-being. The diversity and imprint of
human activity on the landscape is everywhere to be seen, from the enigmatic stone monuments of the
prehistoric period and the magnificent castles and the abbeys on the medieval period, to quite
commonplace and typical features like field boundaries that can often be of great age. But the
landscape is more than just attractive scenery or a record of the past; italso provides a place for us to
live, work and sustain ourselves, through farming, forestry, tourism and so on, processes that all shape,
and will continue to shape, the landscape.

1.2 Recognising and raising awareness of the importance and wealth of the historic fabric of the landscape
has been the central theme and message of the non-statutory, Register of Landscapes of Historic Interest
in Wales, the first part of which, covering thirty-six "outstanding" landscapes, was published in January
1998. This is being compiled as a joint initiative between Cadw: Welsh Historic Monuments, the
Countryside Council for Wales (CCW) and the Intemational Council on Monuments and Sites
(ICOMOS), working in collaboration with the four Welsh Archaeological Trusts, the Royal
Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales and the Welsh unitary authorities.

1.3 The Historic Landscapes Register provides a first step, national overview of the historic content of the
Welsh landscape. The next step, so essential to the process of informing the way in which aspects of
the historic landscape may be managed, is to make available more detailed information about the
character of this landscape at a more local level. [11lisisachieved through a process known as historic
landscape characterisation which has been developed in Wales jointly by Cadw, the CCW and the
Welsh Archaeological Trusts. This involves the identification of geograph ically definable and
mappable areas of historic character, as determined by the range and distribution of surviving
archaeological and historic featu res and the main types of historic land use patterns or historic "themes"*
that have shaped the area. The key historic characteristics of the area are then identified along with
recommendations for their positive management.

1.4 This report is one in a series of landscape characterisation exercises being undertaken by the Welsh
Archaeological Trusts with grant-aid from Cadw. These studies will initially concentrate on those areas
identified on the Historic Landscapes Register, although it is accepted that the whole of the Welsh
landscape can be said to be, in one way or another, historic. Information is being prepared in a form
which is compatible to the CCW"s landscape assessment and decision making methodology, known as
LANDMAP. Itwill be made available to a wide range of organisations and will feed into various
initiatives to protect and manage the Welsh countryside, most notably the Tir Gofal agri-environment
scheme. It isalso seen as making a particularly important contribution to raising awareness and
heightening a feeling of local distinctiveness.

15 The Historic Landscapes Register and these characterisation exercises fully acknowledge the dynamic
and evolving nature of the landscape. They promote the view that protecting the legacy of the past in
the landscape is not to be achieved by preventing change or fossilising the landscape but rather by
informing the process of change, creating tomorrow's landscapes without necessarily sacrificing the
best of yesterday's.

2 Abbreviations

The following abbreviations are used in this report and in report 319.

CRO  Caernarfon Record Office

GAT  Gwynedd Archaeological Trust

HLC  historic landscape characterisation

LNWR London & North Western Railway

NLW  National Library of Wales

TCHS  Transactions of the Caernarvonshire Historical Society
THSC  Transactions of the Honourable Society of Cymmrodorion
UWB  University of Wales, Bangor
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Introduction - historical processes and background

Agriculture

A distinctive feature of the uplands parts of the study area is the contrast between the meandering walls
of earlier enclosures, some of which may be prehistoric or medieval in origin (see area2015), and the
straight lines of the walls laid out during the period of estate improvement, for example under the
Caerhun Enclosure act of 1858 (see area 2008). One of the major historic landscape features of this area
is the extensive relict remains of prehistoric fields and settlements, especially in the areas around Pen-y-
Gaer hillfort and Maen-y-Bardd. Whilst these have long been known about, detailed survey has not yet
taken place and we do not fully understand the ways in which the fields related to the settlements which
lie dotted amongst them, the funerary and ritual sites which survive within the fabric of the stone walls
and fields, and the routes which cross them (see below, section 3.2).

The process by which the uplands have come to be enclosed has been traced by R. Elwyn Hughes
(1939) and, more recently and specifically relating to the parishes of Llanbedr y Cennin and Caerhun,
by Dr Della Hooke (1997), who describes successive stages of encroachm ent on open pasture beginning
with seasonal settlement which is documented from the sixteenth century, but probably older in origin,
for already by 1468 the upland settlement ofMaeneira may have been in permanent occupation. There
is documentary evidence for permanent occupation in the uplands and for these the encroachments
being walled and fenced.

The tithe maps of a number of parishes (including Llandudno, Eglwys-Rhos, Llangwstenin,
Dwygyfylchi and Gyffin) show a hitherto-unsuspected large number of areas of relict (presumably
fossilised) strip fields, in lowland areas around farms or scattered settlements which have retained
medieval townships in their names. Unfortunately, all of these have since been removed by either
settlement development (most notably under Llandudno Junction) or agricultural improvements
(Gyffin). Open fields were obviously part of the medieval landscape of the area.

Some smaller areas were enclosed much later; the hillside slopes of the Alltwyllt (area 2020) were
settled by the 1770s, and by the nineteenth century these tiny houses and their associated plots of land
were home to a population made up partly of sulphur miners, partly of paupers on parish relief,
stocking-knitters, people who worked on the boats that plied up and down the Conwy river. The
limestone ridge ofBryn Pydew (area 2021) similarly was common land which was enclosed in the
nineteenth century. Both areas still retain the irregular, small field patterning which testifies to these
events.

The mid-nineteenth century enclosure awaits its historian. The Newborough estate letters record the
hostility that the apportionment aroused, with local farmers demolishing the walls at night, and
policemen carrying guns.

Relict archaeology

The area has arich variety of well-preserved and significant archaeological monuments demonstrating
in its historical depth the development of the landscape from the earliest times to the present. Some
landscape areas (e.g. Great Orme (2000); enclosed uplands (2008), enclosed intermediary hillslopes
(2015)), have particularly extensive and important sequen ces of relict remains.

The Great Orme (2000) has a sequence beginning with Kendrick's Cave, with its Upper Palaeolithic
deposits, the neolithic burial chamber ofLlety'r Filiast, bronze age cairns and extensive underground
copper mines which are among the earliest in Europe, as well as late prehistoric settlement, including a
major hillfort (Pen y Dinas). The Little Orme (2002) also has significant Upper Palaeolithic sites,
including Pant y Wennol cave.

In addition to the bronze age copper mining on the Orme, prehistoric industry has left its mark on the
area in the form of a neolithic axe factory at Graiglwyd, remains of which are to be found around the
margins of the present quarry (2023). The rough-outs from this ‘factory® have been found as far afield as
southern Britain, Scotland and Ireland. The location ofthis resource may, in part at least, account for the
concentration of funerary and ritual monuments around Druid's Circle, where a complex of sites
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(including cairns of various forms, stone circles, cists, standing stones and so on) has been described as
one of the most important in western Britain.

Further south, the south-facing slopes from Bwlch y Ddeufaen to Craig Celynin (2008) contain several
neolithic and bronze age funerary and ritual monuments, including the cairns and standing stones in
Bwlich y Ddeufaen, Barclodiad y Gawres cairn, Cerrig Pryfaid stone circle and the Maen y Bardd burial
chamber.

The area contains a significant concentration of major late prehistoric hillforts, including Pen y Dinas
(the only hillfort with a cheveau defrise in north Wales) and Caste!] Caer Lleion (with its smaller
citadel, possibly a Dark Age refortification). Italso formerly contained the fort of Braich y Ddinas,
now quarried away (2010). Perhaps more significant are the extensive remains of prehistoric fields
systems and settlements, some of the most important such survivals in Britain: for example, around
Maen y Bardd (2008) is an area over 100ha in extent containing relic, late prehistoric hut circles, hut
groups, enclosures, field walls, cultivation banks and terraces and internal trackways. Medieval 'long
huts' are also a feature of the archaeology of this area. It is possible that these might have their origins
in the neolithic period, as the burial chamber at Maen y Bardd is so obviously incorporated into one of
the field walls.

Evidence of prehistoric settlement, in the form of huts circles, burnt mounds, elliptical enclosures and
curvilinear field walls, has survived in an almost unbroken pattern across the uplands (2023) from the
Conwy valley to Anafon in the west (beyond the limits of the study area). However, another notable
concentration is to be found in an area centred on Pen y Gaer hillfort where there are concentrations of
hut circles and long huts, often associated with field systems. Like Maen y Bardd, these are overlain in
parts by enclosures and settlements of the 16'h and 17'ncenturies, and by Parliamentary enclosures of the
19th century, which all add to the considerable historical depth of these upland landscapes.

Many of the trackways in the area are presumed to have prehistoric origins, most notably the one which
runs over Bwich y Ddeufaen (2008), from Conwy valley to the coastal plain, which was used by the
Romans and remained, until the 18th century, the only way of avoiding the treacherous coast around
Penmaenmawr.

Known monuments from the Roman period in the area are restricted to the fort (and ancillary vicus
settlement which covers several hectares around it) on the west bank of the river at Caerhun, and the
road which leads over Bwlich y Ddeufaen. The fort lies below the hillfort of Pen y Gaer, and south of
the motte at Tal y Cafn, and the shift of centres of power across the centuries is a possible fruitful area
of future study (the location of the early | ys at either Castell or Gronant is a further factor).

Arguably the most significant monument from the medieval period is the castle and bastide town of
Conwy, built by Edward | between 1283-6) on the site of an earlier Cistercian monastery, as one of a
series in his conquest of north Wales. However, much more of the medieval landscape remains
preserved, especially inthe upland and marginal areas on the west side of the Conwy valley (2008,
2015, 2023), as well as on the Great Orme (2000), where numbers of platfonn houses and long huts
testify to the ebb and flow of human settlement over centuries. This aspect of the archaeology of the
area is amplified below inthe section on settlement.

Further north, Deganwy (2005) played an important role in Welsh history throughout the post-Roman
period, controlling the mouth of the rives before the arrival of Edward. Trad ition makes it the llys of
Maelgwn Gwynedd, and it is mentioned as Arx Decantorum in AD 822, with a castle being built around
1080 by Robert ofRhuddlan, before it was passed to LIywelyn Fawr in 1200. Inthe 13th century,
Gogarth Grange, a palace of the bishops of Bangor, was built on the south side of the Orme (2000), and
the area contains a number of medieval churches including St. Tudno's (2002) and Llangelynin (2015).

Settlement

The variety of landscapes within the study area is reflected in the different patterns of existing
settlement. The basis of some of the present towns, villages, hamlets and isolated farms of Creuddyn
and Arllechwedd were in some cases already in existence when limited written records begin in the
twelfth century, but their growth, change, and in some cases abandonment, also reflect the change in
agricultural practices in later periods, whereas others evolved or were created anew according to the
demands of the Industrial economy of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.
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The Conwy river is the most significant element of the natural landscape. Flowing south to north, its
mouth is guarded by the Edwardian castle and planted town of Conwy. This formed the only urban
nuclei in the area before the nineteenth century, though many of the smaller settlements which still
survive are already evident in medieval documentation, starting with the 1352 Record of Caernarvon.

The pattern of administration as it had evolved in Gwynedd by the thirteenth century involved territorial
divisions into cantreft (hundreds), subdivided into commotes, in Welsh cymydau. Deganwy came to be
the commotal centre for Creuddyn, which lay within the cantref of Rhos; Abergwyngregyn, just beyond
the western part of the study area, formed the commotal centre for Arllechwedd Uchaf, the north-
eastern part of which lies within the study area, and Arllechwedd Isafwould also have had its own
commotal centre, possibly at Castell on the eastern bank of the Conwy near the shallow crossing at Tal
y Cafn.

As well as its Ilys and maerdref, each commote contained a number of townships, treft in Welsh, villae in
the Latin documents, which might be either bond or free, and tribal or extended family holdings might
extend through several townships. Within Arllechwedd Uchaf, the townships of Bodsilin, Gorddinog,
Llanfair and Dwygyfylchi fall into the study area, as well as the parish churches of Aber, Llanfair and
Dwygyfylchi. The commote of Arllechwedd Isaf comprised four bond vills and one free vill, each with
its own fixed boundaries. The bond vills were situated in the north of the cornmote, at Llechan, Eirianws,
Tremorfa, and Glyn and Gronant. The free vill of Castell was the most extensive, being subdivided into
the hamlets of Penfro, Merchlyn, and, separated from the others by the bond vills, Cymryd and Bodidda.

Arllechwedd Isaf also included three ecclesiastical vilis or townships; Aberconwy was given to the
Cistercian order by Llywelyn Fawr, and later made into the borough lands ofConwy by Edward I; the
others were Gwrhydros, which lay next to Aberconwy, and the vill of Ardda and Dar Las, in the far
south. Granted to the Cistercians by Llywelyn Fawr, it formed one substantial land-holding, effectively
an estate in much the same sense as the gentry estates of the modem period, initially worked directly by
the monks as a grange, later leased out to tenant-farmers.*

The survival of a remarkable document, the Bolde rental ofthe period 1420 to 1453, has enabled a partial
reconstruction of the way in which the Welsh land-tenure systems in this commote were replaced by
holdings which were to form the basis of the great estates which dominated the region from the sixteenth
century into the nineteenth.

Within the commote ofCreuddyn, the manorofGogarth was amongst the lands sequestered by the
English crown in 1277 and presented to the see of Bangor, who only relinquished ownership in 1891;
this comprised three townsh ips, Gogarth, Cyngreawdr and yr Wyddfid. Other townships were Penlasog,
Bodafon, Rhiwledin, Penrhyn, Gloddaith, Bodysgallen, Trefwarth and Llanwyddan, and the area was
divided between the parishes ofLiandudno, Eglwys Rhos and Llangystennin.

As well as the secular land-divisions, by the later medieval period Arllechwedd Isafwas divided into
the parishes of Gyffin, Llangelynin, Caerhun and Llanbedr y Cennin, the last of which also came to
include the township of Ardda and Dar Us after the dissolution. Conwy became a parish when the
monastery was removed to Maenan after the Conquest.

The topography of the study-area, which varies from both low-lying meadowland and pasture to bleak
sheepwalks, has led historically to a varied agriculture characterised by farms which are often made up
of both upland and lowland holdings, though within this pattern there are considerable variations from
place to place and within time. The lowland hendreft of the Conwy valley are apparent as well-built
farmhouses, such as Farchwel, often reconstructed in the nineteenth century, as at Maes y Castell,
Llwydfaen and Gorswen, and elsewhere names such as Hendy or Hendre Fawr indicate the former
presence of medieval settlement. Isolated upland settlements have functioned variously as seasonal
dwellings connected to these lowland holdings and as permanent farm-houses

A number of isolated farmhouses stand on the sites of what were once dispersed settlements; the
farmhouse at Ardda in Dolgarrog is now abandoned, but the farm itself contains a number of ruined
dwellings of possibly late seventeenth or early eighteenth century date, and the area itself formed one of
the most prosperous granges of Aberconwy Abbey.?

' Rh.W. Hays, op. cit., passim.
! Royal Commission on Ancient and Historic Monuments (Wales), Inventory of Caernarvonshire vol. 1 East
(HMSO, 1956) pp. 75-6, UWB Bangor Ms 2383, Hays, op. cit..
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Along the coastal strip between Dwygyfylchi and Llanfairfechan, houses of sixteenth and century date
survive, though the topography of the area is different from the Conwy valley. being situated on a far
narrower lowland strip, at the foot of precipitous hillsides leading up to sheepwalks. Sources such as
Lewis Morris' map of 1748 show these as the isolated dwellings of yeoman fanners, but their situation
has been changed by the pace of development in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.

Industrialisation brought about changes in the settlement pattern of the whole area. While in a number of
places- Penmaenmawr, Llandudno Junction, Dolgarrog- significant nucleated settlements arose, the
patchy nature of development elsewhere meant that some isolated dwellings housed incoming
quarrymen and miners. A row of cottages at Trecastell appear to have been built for miners.

The census from 1841 to 1871 reveal that many fanns accommodated a miner or a quarryman, whether
a lodger or one of the sons, and possibly the existence of a dual economy enabled some of these
settlements to survive a little longer than otherwise they might. Certainly. by the end of the nineteenth
century the farmhouses themselves were becoming deserted, and the lands reverting to upland holdings
for farms in the valley itself. The development of water-catchment schemes in the twentieth century did
something to arrest the depopulation of the uplands in Dolgarrog, Llanbedr and Caerhun, and by the
1970s some of these farms were being run on a part-time basis by families where the husband also
worked in the aluminium works.

The social changes brought about by the coming of the railway substantially altered the nature of lowland
settlement. Apart from the development of the area between Llanfairfechan and Dwygyfylc hi as tourist
settlements, the area's proximity to Manchester and Liverpool brought ina number of wealthy
businessmen who set themselves up in the area.

A number of dispersed settlements, without any infrastructure, survive within the study area. One of
these ison the Allnvyllt, above Dolgarrog. legendarily supposed to have been founded by surviving
members of the Gwylliaid Cochion Mawddwy in the sixteenth century, whose descendants practised a
garden type of agriculture, keeping cows on the common, mining and fishing."

Nucleated village settlements dating from at least the Medieval period survive at a number of locations.
The village of Bryn Pydew is situated on the central part of the limestone ridge that forms area 2021. A
settlement here is visible on the tithe map of 1839, centred around across roads, and has since extended
to include a linear development along the road to Llandudno Junction at Esgyryn. The present village
includes a post office and a chapel. Glanwydden isa small village situated between the Pydew ridge
and the Little Orme, and includes a chapel and a public house. The village of Llanbedr y Cennin is
centred on St Peter's Church, and includes a pub, a chapel and a shop. Ro Wen is a linear development
alongside a road which may be Prehistoric in origin, leading from Tal y Cafn to Bwlich y Ddeu faen and
Aber. The village is dignified by a number of chapels, public houses, a school, post office and shops.

The town of Conwy represents the oldest nucleated urban settlement in the study area, and has been
described as an outstanding example of the planted town, which typically embodies the most recent
thinking on urban planning at the time of its construction, and thereafter fossilises. In 1292, Edward |
chose it as the place to build his new borough town, designed to plant an English settlement in
Gwynedd and thereby subdue a potentially lawless population.

Llanfairfechan contains a considerable number of dwellings by Herbert Luck North (1871-1941),an
outstanding locally-based Arts-and-Crafts architect.” Penmaenm awr is one of the classic industrial
towns of North Wales, but was also developed as a tourist resort. The construction of Sylvester's road
around the bluff of Penmaenmawr may have had the effect of causing one of the major landholdi ngs in
the area to change hands, and the community ofPenmaenmawr is almost entirely a creation of the
Victorian age, and reflects not only the development of the quarrying industry, but also the attempts to
develop it as a tourist resort.

A sign of the impending change in the Creuddyn peninsula in the early nineteenth centmy was the
draining of the land at the base of the Orme to create the modern resort ofLlandudno (area 200 1). The
enclosure act of 1843, implemented in 1847, apportioned 832 acres out 0f955 acres of parish common

% Lewis Morris, Plans of Harbours, Bars, Bays and Roads in St George 's-Channel (London, 1748) pi. 2.
* R.E. Hughes, 'Environment and Human Settlement in the Commote of Arllechwedd Jsaf TCHS 2 (1940) p.24.
5 See LI. Hughes, Llanfair Mewn Lluniau/Llanfairfechan: A Pictorial History (Pen y Groes, 1989).
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to Edward Mostyn ofGioddaeth. who resolved upon the creation of a seaside resort. Henceforth
Llandudno's future lay not with mining or agricu lture but with holidaymakers.

3.3.20 The terrain immediately to the east ofthe Conwy lent itselfto the creation of a junction station between
the main Chester to Hol yhead line and the important double-track branch to Llandudno, as wel | as the
later branch line up the Conw y valley. The station here was opened in 1860, and was upgraded around
1883 and again in 1897." Housing is already evident in photographs taken pre-1897 (see front cover),
but the expansion of Llandudno Junction as a settlem ent only came in the twentieth century.

3.3.21 Only one study has explicitly analysed place-name evidence within the study area, by Ifor E. Davies in
1984, though place-names are treated as evidence in a number of other stud ies.®

3.4 Industrial

3.4.1 From prehistoric times the area has been extensively worked for minerals and has been an important tran
sport focus. Archaeological evidence exists for industrial activity as early as the third millennium BC,
when Graiglwyd was worked for stone suitable for axe-making. It was the thi_rd most productive of the
prehistoric axe-making sites in Britain, after the factories of Great Langdale and Scafell in the Lake
District and around St Ives in Cornwall , whose products vied with each other in Neolith ic markets
throughout the island.”

3.42  Copper was extensively mined on Creudd yn in the Bronze Age, a fact first recognised in 1831 and 1849
with the discovery of stone and bone tools in the Great Orme copper mines (2000).*-The possi ble
calibrated age-ranges for sample materials are 1410 BC to 1070." The mines were exploited in
horizontal galleries up to 50m in length and at vertica | depths of approximately 30m in which
firesetting had been used to extend the workingsY The Great Orme mines were a major su pplier of
copper ore in prehistory, along with Mynydd Parys, Cwm ystwyth and a number of other sites elsewhere
in Britain and beyond.

3.4.3  The mines themselves were revived in 1692, and continued working until 1877, latterly on a very small
scale. as Llandudno was already developed as a tourist resort. They were equipped with steam and
hydraulic prime movers to operate the pumps, and the trace of the long Oatrod system Uointed wooden
rods) which connected a water-engine at Ffynnon Gogarth with pumps at the Old Mine, remain one of th
e most distinctive landscape features of the Orme.**

3.44 Lead \Vas extensively worked at Trecastell Mine, near Henryd (20 I5). A Prehistoric origin has also
been suggested for this site, but not until 1753 is there documentary evidence for mining in the area.
Trecastell remained at work as late as 1955. but the site was landscaped after closure, and little
landscape evidence remains." There are iron trial workings above Aber, Gorddinog mine and
elsew here.

" V.R. Anderson and G.K. Fox, An Historical Survey of the Chester to Holyhead Railway (Poole, 1984), plates
153- 168, figs 74-77.

" Davies IE: ""Enwau Lleoedd ym Mhlwyf Dwygyfylchi a'r Cyffiniau nad ydynt ar Fap yr Arolwg Ordnans nac
ar Ardrethiant y Degwm" TCHS45 (1984) pp. 125-127.

« Hughes RE: Environment and Human Settlement in the commote of Arllechwedd lIsaf, TCHS 2 pp. 1-25; Hooke
D: Understanding Settlement in the Conwy Valley, in Landscape and Se/l/lement in Medieval Wales (Oxford,
1997) pp. 79-95; Jones Pierce T:The gafael in Bangor Manuscri pt 1939 THonSC ! 58-188; Withers CJ:
Conceptions of Landscape Change in upland North Wales: a study of Llanbedr-y-cennin and Caerhu n parishes,

. 1560-c. 1891, in Landscape HistOly 17 pp. 35-47.

. W.A. Cummins, T.H.M. Clough , Stone Axe Swdies vol. 2, CBA Research Report 67. pp. 7-11 .

L W.O. Stanley, 'Note on Great Omle and Parys Mounrain Copper Mines', Archaeological Journal 7 (1850) pp.
68-9.

1 Janet Ambers, "'Radiocarbon, Calibration and Early Mining", Early Mining in the British isles (Maen twrog,
1990) pp. 59-63.

2 L.A. Dutton, "Prehistoric Copper Mining on the Great Onne", Proceedings of the Prehistoric Society 60
(1994) pp. 245-286.

1 C.J. Williams, Great Orme Mines (British Mining no. 52p), passim.

** J. Bennett, Mines of the Gwydir Forest Part 7 (Cuddington, 1997), pp.59-1 11.
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3.4.5 Smaller and shorter-lived ventures were the Ardda sulphide mine on the uplands (2008) above
Dolgarrog, operational from 1853 to 1864, connected to the main road by a contour railway and twO
counter-balanced inclines, as well as other unsuccessful trials at a number of other locations.

3.4.6  Quarrying for stone and slate has taken place at a number of locations within the study area. The modern
workings in the igneous rocks of Penmaenmawr (2010) are of considerable size. Modern exploitation
was under way in the 1820s, when suitable material was worked from the unconsolidated scree slopes,
flaked into setts, and transported by ship to Liverpool. Within a decade two independent quarries had
been developed, one on the Eastern flank (Graiglwyd) and the other occupying the western extremity
(Penmaen). Both quarries initially concentrated on sett production, though as loose stone for railway
ballast became increasingly important from the 1890s, crushing mills were established. The two quarries
were amalgamated under the same management in the early part of this century and the joint operations
linked by a quarry railway. In the late 1930s the Graiglwyd quarry ceased producing setts
and was abandoned.** The present quarry at Penmaenmawr occupies the western part of the outcrop and
concentrates on producing aggregate for road construction and railway ballast. A new crushing plant
was installed in 1983 and the present output of the quarry is 600 000 tonnes per annum..

3.47  The extensive workings of both the old and the modem quarry contain abundant industrial relics that
document past phases of development. The installation of a conveyor system from the Penmaen quarry
to the coast during the 1950s also made redundant a whole system of major inclines and as a
consequence of recent landscaping a number of installations, such as the large Penmarian crushing
plant, were dismantled.'®

3.48  Less commercially successful was the sett quarry on the northern slopes of Conwy Mountain (2008),
operational by 1874 until the Second World War. In the quarry's early days the stone was shipped from a
pier on the Morfa (2007), later replaced by exchange sidings with the London and North Western
Railway."" This site was equipped with inclines, whose traces are evident. The dyorite which makes up
the mountain had earlier been quarried for millstones, at a time when the Revolutionary and Napoleonic
wars had prevented imports from La Ferte sous Jouarre in France. A number of separate quarry faces
have been identified, but the industry does not seem to have been developed locally on any great scale.™

3.4.9  On the Little Orme (2002), limestone was quarried from before 1862 until 1931, shipping directly from
a pier below the quarry.'s Limestone has been worked on a number of sites on the Great Orme, such as at
the Bishop®s Quarry, as well as at around the Marine Drive, where the remains of a chute to load vessels
survive, and below Pen y Ddinas, where the rock has been extracted from a pillar-and-stall underground
working.

3.410 Slate and slate-tuffite have been worked commercially at six quarries within the area, though small-
scale trials and quarries of convenience were opened at a considerable number of other locations. The
tiny Tal y Fan quarry (2008) appears to have been worked intermittently from at least 1555 to 1913.
Another early site is at LIechan, known to have been exploited in 1686, but probably of medieval
origin, since the name (Llechan = ‘fissile stone') is attested in the fourteenth century.” - Operations
certainly went on here until the late eighteenth century, attested in the characteristically small slates
from Llechan quarry at Melin Gwenddar, on which there is a date-stone of 1783.

3.4.11 More conventional in their fortunes were the two quarries in the uplands to the west ofLiyn Eigiau
(2008), Cwm Eigiau and Cedryn. Both were opened in the 1820s, and worked on asmall scale until the
1850s, when a mill driven by a water-wheel and a barracks were erected at Cwm Eigiau. In the boom
years of the 1860s both quarries were equipped with state-of-the-art machinery and a seven-mile-long
railway was constructed to give access to the Conwy. Neither one was worked after |1874.

3.412 In the valley to the north, a small slate quarry was opened in the 1860s, equipped with a water-driven mill
in 1869-1870, and later went over to exploiting a hone-stone vein. This remained in use until 1908. A
tiny quarry was also worked in Coed Do\garrog (2018) from the 1820s to the 1880s. At Melynllyn (2019)
a vein of slate tuffite was quarried to make hone-stones from the 1860s to 1910.*

* |.E. Davies, "A History of the Penmaenmawr Quarries®, TCHS 35 (1974), pp. 27-72.

" J. Lee, 1994.

7V J. Bradley, Industrial Locomotives of North Wales (London, 1992), pp.226-7.

" Me/in?

* V.J. Bradley, Industrial Locomotives of North Wales (London, 1992), p. 299-300.

10 H.E. Ellis, Registrum vulgariter nuncupatum 'The Recorde of Caernarvon' (London 185?) p.?
2 | E. Davies, 'The Manufacture ofHonestones in Gwynedd', TCHS 37 (1976), pp. 84-6.
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3.4.13 The area 'srich arable land required, and its topography made possible, a number of water-powered corn
mills. These are known to have been built on the Gyffin, the Ro. at Llanfairfechan and at Aber. A
number of exam ples survive, converted to dwellings. includi ng the seven teenth century Melin Bulkeley.
Other water-driven mills have left less trace, though a pandy was in existence at Dolgarrog by the
sixteen th century,® and a paper mill was established on the Porth Liwyd in 181 0.I" Only foundations
are visible of the two windm ills known to have been constructed on the Creuddyn penin sula, one on the
Omle itself (2000), the other above Deganwy (2005).

3.4.14 Water-power was also a vital component of the major modern industrial development of the area, the
aluminium works at Dolgarrog. This was established in 1907 as a reduction works for the conversion of
alumina and bauxite to aluminium, a process which consumes vast amounts of electricity. and which
has therefore always been established where there is abundant water, rather than near he sources of the
raw material. The works was subsequently developed to include a carbon factory and a rolling mill., and
now functions as a speciali st rolling plant. A purpose-builtvillage was established at Dolgarrog
between 1907 and 1926.""

3.4.15 An early gas works at Madryn Farm supplied Llanfairfechan.

35 Communications

3.5.1 The archaeology of communications fomlsan important component of the historic landscape of the study
area. A prehistoric route from east to west crossed the Conwy at the ford of Tal y Cafn and passed
through Bwich y Ddeufaen. The Roman road from Canovium (Caerhun) westwards to Segontium
(Caernarfon) follows the same route as its purported bronze age predecessor from Ro Wen to Bwich y
Ddeufaen. Near the east end of Bwlch y Ddeufaen a Roman milestone was discovered in 1954 which is
attributed to the reign of Constantine the Great (305-337 AD). It records a distance of five miles from
Canovium.

3.5.2 From Bwich y Ddeufaen it is uncertain whether the road continued west through the Anafon and Aber
Valleys or descended directly to Llanfairfechan along the Gorddinog valley. The latter route is more
likely, since three Roman milestones have been found near its likel y course. Two were discovered on
separate occasions in 1883, lying within a few metres of each other in a field on Rhiwgoch farm. One
is dated to the reign of Hadrian (AD 117-138) and records a distance of eight miles from Canovium; the
other dates from the reign of the Emperor Severus(193-21 1 AD) and does not record any set mileage
since the inscription is incomplete. Finally.a third milestone was recovered from a field on Madryn
Farm in 1959 on the coasta | plain due west ofLlanfairfechan. It carried post-Roman as well as an
imperial inscription, the latter ascribing it to the reign of Postumus (258-268 AD)."; A possible Roman
dock has been identified on the banks of the Conwy immediately north of the fort at Caerhun (20 14),
whence a further Roman road ran south to Caer Llugwy and ultimately to South Wales.

353 The Conwy itself formed a communications artery, carrying timber, lead, iron sul phide and slate from
the upper reaches of the valley, from at least the Conquest, although until the early nineteenth centu ry
loads had to be transhipped across a reef at Tal y Cafn." The Caerhun tithe map shows ajetry at this
point with road access. From the 1820s to 1864 slate was shipped from Cwrn Eigiau at a wharf on the
west bank of the Conwy slightly to the n01th, and for a while in the mid-century Cwm Machno quarry
also exported slate from a wharf on the opposite bank. The wharf facilities at Conwy, medieval in
origin, were extended by W.A. Provis in 1831, and quays were also built by the London and North
Western Railway at Llandudno Junction and at Deganwy.

3.54 The river also carried agricultural material; in the early nineteenth cen tury one farnler near Tal y Cafn
constructed canals across the alluvial plain to carry lime to his fields; no trace of these has been
observed. As with other tidal rivers and estuaries in Nort h-west Wales, mineral traffic declined from
the 1860s, and ceased altogether in 1878, only to be revived after the establishment of the aluminium

u NLW Wynnstay Mss.

B UWB Baron Hill Mss.

2- E. Jones, D. Gwyn, Dolgarrog: An Industrial HistOly (Caernarfon, 1989), passim.

% The milestones are fu[Jy discussed by Jones (1985).

% G.J-1. Williams, "Estate Management in Dyffryn Conwy' THSC, etc.

"CRO XB2/16, A. Davidson, Conl-ry Quay: Archaeological Assessmem, Gwynedd Archaeological Trust report
273 (1997), pp. 4-5.
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3.55

356

3.5.7

3.5.8

3.5.9

3.5.10

3.6

3.6.1

3.6.2

works at Dolgarrog in 1907. A canal and a tramway connected the works to the river, and barges
continued to ply the river until the 1930s. Steamer trips from Conwy to Trefriw were introduced on the
river in 1847, and continued until 1940.

The river also formed a natural barrier to east-west travel, though ferries are recorded at Conwy from
1188 and Tal y Cafn from 13012 The Bwlch y Ddeufaen route remained in common use unti | the
eighteenth century, when in 1769 both the London and the Dublin parliaments made substantial
investmentin a road over the headland at Penmaennlawr, previously a notorious obstacle to travel —
unti I well within living memory, people in the Conwy valley would refer to ‘Penmaenmawr a'r
gwledydd pe/1' — *Penmaenmawr and the distant lands beyond'. A road of sorts existed here in the time
of Charles I, but it was not until the construction of Telford's road in the 1820s that it ceased to be a
perilous undertaking to travel from Conwy west. Telford's road was itself replaced by a new road
constructed by Boswell of Wolverhampton between 1930 and 1936, which was the first to tunnel
through the rock. This road is carried on substantial arched embankments; additional lanes and a further
tunnel were constructed in the 1980s.

The creation of the Telford post road in the 1820s led to the building of a suspension bridge over the
mouth of the river, after various proposals for stone bridges proved abortive, Telford's Conwy bridge
spans 327" betweenits two ashlar towers. Plans to demolish it in 1958 led to an outcry. It has recently
been renovated to near-original condition, and isstill in use as a footbridge.

The construction of these post road and the bridge formed part of a general improvement of the local
road system. The Conwy to Pwllheli road was taken over by a turnpike trust, and the Conwy to Tal y
Cafn length by the new Caemarvonshire Trust, and the new road was complete by 1772.%-

The second bridge to be built at Conwy was built for the Chester and Holyhead Railway in 1848, one of
Robert Stephenson's two tubular bridges. Only at Conwy are the two tubes are still intact and carrying
trains. Its castellated arches were intended to blend in with the castle. The railway was designed to
connect London with the main port for Ireland, and was opened all the way through in 1850); in 1857 the
first water-troughs were installed at Mochdre, later moved to Aber, making non-stop locomotive

running a possibility.® At Penmaenmawr, the railway is carried on an open viaduct 182 yards long.

A branch was constructed to Llandudnoin 1858, and the line was doubled after 1875.% Another
branch opened to Llanrwst in 1863, subsequently extended to Betws y Coed (1866) and Blaenau
Ffestiniog (1878). Rail-connected quays were built at Ynys (near the Stephenson bridge) and at
Deganwy. These developments made the junction station into an importantrailway centre, around
which a community began to grow in the late nineteenth century.

The river is bridged at two other locations within the study area, at Tal y Cafn, opened in 1897,* a road
bridge which replaced the ferry, and at Dolgarrog in 1916, when a roadway and a siding were
constructed from the branch line to the aluminium works. This bridge is one of two in the United
Kingdom, with the Forth bridge, to use a cantilever girder construction.

Culture, societyand language.

Traditional evaluations of the Welsh landscape have tended to see a polarisation into industrial and rural
types, each with its strong sense of identity, each distinctively Welsh in outlook, and frequently in
language also. Though the landscape of the present study area is predominantly rural, traditional in
outlook and Welsh in speech, much of the population nevertheless has no long-standing roots in the
area, and the common language for most of the larger communities is English.

The town of Conwy, founded by Edward |, was traditionally an English-speaking enclave in a Welsh-
speaking area, which has only recently started to lose this character. Industrial and tourist developments
of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries have also altered the linguistic and cultural complexion of the
area considerably.

# H.R. Davies, The Conway and Menai Ferries (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 1966)p. 1, p. 11.
“ H.R. Davies, The Conway and Menai Ferries (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 1966) p. 203.

% R.Cragg, Civil Engineering Heritage (London, 1997) pp.I13-17.

n V.J. Bradley 1992, p. 90.

" CRO X/RD/?, H.R. Davies, op. cif., p. 229.
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3.6.3

3.6.4

3.6.5

3.6.6

Llandudno has typically catered for holidaymakers from the north-west of England, and ease of
transport along the North Wales coast road has resulted in the whole of Creuddyn and to some extent
the Penmaenmawr-Dwygyfylchi area effectively serving and forming part of, an extended Anglicised or
English conurbation.

Though the language of the granite quarries at Penmaenmawr was always commonly Welsh, some of
the workmen and under-managers came from quarries elsewhere in the world, unlike the neighbouring
slate quarries which drew their workers almost exclusively from the Welsh-speaking hinterland.

The aluminium works at Dolgarrog contained a strange ethnic mix in its hey-day in the 1920s, when
English, Scots, Irish and others worked alongside native Welshmen and Welshwomen - but as in the
case of Conwy, this commun ity is now becoming more Welsh in speech rather than less.

The study area is not, therefore, exclusively the cradle of a traditional Welsh society: the sense of bro
remains strong for many, and local eisteddfodau remain popular and well-supported, but for others
loyalties and attachments to the area will be founded on a different set of values and assumptions.
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4 Historic character areas

41 The study area has been divided into a number of separate historic character areas as follows:
2000 The Great Orme (Pen y Goganh).
200 | Llandudno.
2002 Little Orme/Mynydd Pant/Nant y Gamar.
2003 Morfa Rhianned.
2004 Deganwy/Liandudno Junction .
2005 Creuddyn.
2006 Conwy.
2007 Conwy Morfa.
2008 Uplands.
2009 Penmaenmawr/Dwygylchi.
2010 Penmaenmawr Quarry.
2011 Llanfairfechan.
2012 Fieldscape around Gerlan.
2013  Bryn y Neuadd and lowland coastal plains.
2014 Rolling meadows, west of Afon Gonwy.
2015 Enclosed intemlediary hillslopes, west of Coowy valley
2016 Flat valley bottom (drained areas).
2017  Dolgarrog.
2018 Coed Dolgarrog.
2019 Unenclosed mountain.
2020 Alltwylit.
2021 Bryn Pydew.
2022 Penrhyn Bay.
2023 Unenclosed mountain (north)
4.2 Each area description has been divided into three sections- historic background, key historic landscape

characteristics and aselectbibliography. A map showing the extent of each area, and photographs to
give an impression of the texture of each area are also included.
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2000 Great Orme
Historic background

Evidence of human settlemen t from the Upper Paleolithic period is evident from the remains discovered
in Kendrick's cave at SH77988281 in 1879-80, including four human skeletons together with animal
bones, a polished stone axe and a knife and fragments of flint. Neolilhic remains include a burial
chamber at Llety's Filiast. Kendrick's Upper Cave at SH78008284 showed evidence of settlement in the
Bronze Age, when it is clear that exploi tation of the copper ores on the Great Orme was under way, on
a scale which bears comparison with any of the other European prehistoric copper mines whose sites
have so far been confirmed. Pen y Dinas hillfort, which stands immediately above the Happy Valley at
SH77908295, is an Iron Age site which contains numerous hut circles, and has been described as an
excellent example of a promontory fort, making use of the fonnati on of the hill, a natural fastness that
needed little strengthening, except at the neck of the promontory.

There is some evidence for a Roman presence in the area, such as the discovery of Roman copper cakes
at Bryn Euryn, suggesting that the copper mines were being worked in this period. Some of the hut
circles on the Orme may date from this period as well as from the pre-Roman Iron Age.

A Norse presence is indicated by the modem English name for Pen y Gogarth, which derives from
Horma Heva, "the Great Serpent”. The manor of Gogarth was granted by the English crown to the
Bishop of Bangor in 1277, and it was here that a substantial hall house was constructed. The Bishops of
Bangor only fmally relinquished ownership of Gogarth in 1891. The earliest part of the fabric of the
church of St Tudno may date from the twelfth century, and the remains of the ridge and furrow
cultivation nearby constitute a fine example of the type.

The fourteenth century surveys collectively known as The Record of Caernarvon indicate that the
episcopal manor of Gogarth included three townships on the Orme- Gogarth itself, Cyngreawdr to the
north, and Yr Wyddfid to the east, overlooking the present Happy Valley site. However, consolidation of
landholdings in the area by the Mostyn family is already marked by the mid-fifteenth centu ry and by the
1680s the Bishop of Bangor was complaining about their enclosing activities. Both lay and ecclesiastical
impropriators demonstrated a hard-headed and entrepreneu rial approach to their lands,

based on the exploitation of mineral ores as well as on agriculture. The Mostyns were at work at least as
early as 1692, and mine sites were already prominent enough to be marked on the Lewis Morris map of
1748, designed to assist coastal mariners.

Copper mining continued at Llandudn o into the late nineteenth-century, but was always an uncertain
means of generating wealth, being dependent on world-wide fluctuations in prices which could easily
make marginal operations uneconomic. Drainage was a particular problem for the miners, tackled by a
variety of means - a "Tom and Jerry" pump-rod system, which extended across the Omle fi-om near
Haulfre to Gogarth, the driving of a drainage level, and the construction of a steam pump-engine in
1835, from which Water Street near the Happy Valley takes its name.

Key historic landscape characteristics
bell pits, ridge and furrow, relict settlement remains, limestone walls, tramway

A limestone headland, exceptionally rich in relict archaeology but also a very popular tourist haunt,
accessed by road, tramcar and cable-car. There is abundant surface evidence of mining from the
Modem period, in particular the longsequence of rocker-base pits for the flatrods which cormected the
‘Tom and Jerry’ engine to the mine. The Bronze Age Mines have recently been untapped as part of the
visitor enhancement. The Great Orme Tram is a popular attraction which preserves much of its late-
Victorian character.

The landscape is also rich in other forms of communications system, which include a lighthouse and the
site of a telegraph station.

Historic landscape characterisation (Creuddyn & Arllcchwedd) Historiccharacter areas G 1527 Report 318 page 13



Figure 01 HLCA20000 SH 765840 looking south-west

Showingthe open nature of the headland, with the well-preserved remains of relict (medieval?) fields and ridges,
and a series oftrackways in the centre, with the former gol f course at the top of the picture

Ymddiriedolaeth Archaeolegol Gwynedd
Gwynedd Archaeological Trust
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2001 Llandudno
Historic background

The earliest settlement within the character area lies on the east-facing slopes offhe Orme, where
dwellings for miners and their families were established by the early nineteenth century, working for
copper ore on the Orme itself, probably supplementing their income with fishing and farming. This area
preserves a different character from the rest of the urban development of Llandudno, being
distinguished by smaller dwellings, built from the local limestone along winding lines which follow the
contours and natural topography of the hillslopes.

The greater part of the site of the present town ofLlandudno was a marshland into the nineteenth century,
when it was drained; an enclosure act of 1843, implemented in 1847, apportioned 832 acres out of 955
acres of parish common to Edward Mostyn of Gloddaeth, who resolved upon the creation of a seaside
resort. The first auction ofleasehold building plots took place in Aprill849.

A policy of controlled leasing was adopted, in which the type of building that could be erected was
determined by its locality. The street pattern was laid down by the estate, and leaseholders could submit
proposed buildings for approval to the estate - which accounts for both the extraordinary variety of
Victorian architecture in Llandudno, and its remarkable homegeneity as a town.

The substantial hotels along the North and South Parades were erected from the 1850s onwards,
beginning with the Queen's Hotel in 1853. Smaller scale developmentsfollowed soon after on the
streets inland from the sea-front. Mostyn Street, the main east-west commercial axis, was largely
developed by the 1870s. The pier was built by John Dixon in 1876 to the designs of James Brunlees and
Alexander McKerrow, 2295' long, in two sections, and whose desk is lined with four kiosks leading to
three larger kiosks at the head.

Llandudno contains a number of outstanding examples of Victorian and early twentieth century places
of worship, and parks and gardens. Other civic amenities include the Mostyn Art Gallery, a substantial
glazed-brick structure, and the library on Mostyn Street.

Developments have continued into the late twentieth century but have not impinged on the town's
character.

Llandudno was reached by a railway in 1858, consisting of a short branch line from the main Chester to
Holyhead line. The growth of charabanc and other motor traffic in the early twentieth century led to the
construction of the present principal road access, now known as Wormhout Road, from the east in the
1930s. This preserves its inter-war character, and contrasts pleasantly with the laid-out Victorian street
pattern of the earlier part of the town.

Llandudno successfully attracted an elite clientele in the 1850s and '60s, but by the end ofthe
nineteenth century its appeal was directed more to the prosperous white-collar workers of the North of
England and the Midlands, effectively much as it is at the end of the twentieth century.

Key historic landscape characteristics
Victorian architecture, planned layout, seaside resort

An outstanding example of a Victorian seaside resort, and also of a controlled townscape. Llandudno is
remarkable for having retained its nineteenth century character, including decorative ironwork on the
major hotels and hydro establishments and street furniture. A recent proposal for a lifeboat station on
North Parade was rejected on aesthetic grounds.

Llandudno is particularly noted for the quality and consistency of its suburban architecture as it
continues to develop and expand to the present day. Practically every style and development of housing
is represented here, from Victorian railways workers' terracing, Arts & Crafts houses, 1920s and 1930s
semi-detacheds and Art Deco right up to modern Barret and mock-Tudor developments.
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Figure 02 HLCA 2001 SH 796805 looking north-west

Showing the low-lying, coastal town of Llandudno in the centre of the photograph, with the large enclosures
characteristic of Creuddyn (2005) in the foreground and the rising headland of the Great Onne (2000) behind

Ymddiriedolaeth Arcllaeolegol Gwynedd
Gwynedd Archae<llogical Trust
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2002 Little Orme/Mynydd Pant/Nant y Gamar
Historic background

This area forms a limestone ridge on the north-eastern extremity ofCreuddyn, extensively quarried in
the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. It rises from the low-lying lands ofCreuddyn on which
Penrhyn Old Hall and Gloddaeth are situated. Gloddaeth, the home ofMostyn family since the fifteenth
century, now St David"s College, a boarding school, issituated immediately below the break of the
south-eastern-facing slope at the foot of the ridge. The dwelling Hen Dwr ('the old tower) on the
summit ofNant y Gamar was the demesne windmill, constructed ben;veen 1617 and 1642 and in
operation until the 1830s. A number of the farm dwellings are believed to have come about as the
result of squatter-encroachment inthe late eighteenth or early nineteenth century, and their right to
settlement to have been accepted by the enclosure of 1843.

The area has been extensively quarried for limestone on lease from the Mostyn estate. On the Little
Orme (SH 819 823), operations were under way pre-1862 and continued until 1931, shipping out
directly to sea by means of a system of inclines. The mill hoppers were only demolished in 1987. The
smaller quarries on Nant y Gamar were worked from perhaps the 1850s to the 1970s, and a white
silicious sand was extracted from 1856 to 1887.

The Coastal Artillery School was moved to the Little Orme from Shoeburyness in September 1940, and
a gun battery established.

Key historic landscape characteristics

The area is characterised by a mixture of unenclosed land and by comparatively small-scale farming
units, whose houses have in many cases become second homes. These are generally substantial
vernacular dwellings, though many have been significantly altered by their recent owners. The former
windmill, Hen Dwr, now a dwelling, is a prominent feature. The only public road access is a winding
lane up the north-western part of the ridge. Field boundaries take a number of different forms, including
stone walls, hedges and earthen banks.

Though the ridge divides two major urban conurbations, it is remarkably remote; the paths through the
Little Orme limestone quarry are popular with Penrhyn Bay residents, but the higher parts of the ridge
are comparatively little frequented.
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Figure 03 HLCA2002 SH 811815 looking south-west

Showing tbe nature of the limestone ridge which underlies this area, with sc:attered settlements and some improved
fields in the lower-lying pockets

Ymddiriedolaeth Archaeolegol Gwynedd
Gwynedd Archaeological Trust
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2003 Morfa Rhianedd

Historic b{(ckgrountl
This area forms part, occupies land which has remained otherwise undeveloped between the southern
extremity ofLiandudno and the northern part ofDeganwy.The North Wales Path runs alongside it, and
it is bisected by the railway. It is described by Lewis Morris as 'Morva Rhianedd a Low Marsh" in his
Plans of 1748. This area has legendary associations with the story of Maelgwn Gwynedd, as the place
where thefadfelen ('yellow plague') arrived, which claimed the king's life. It is also mentioned in the
englynion y beddau. Much of itnow forms links of the Maesdu golf-club.

Key historic landscape characteristics
undeveloped, golf links

An undeveloped area, rich inlegendary associations.
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Figure 04 HLCA2003 SH 781805 looking north-west

Showing the nature of this low-lying area on the edge ofLiandudno (2001) md below the Great Orme (2000), an
area steeped in myth but now a golf course

Ymddiriedolaeth Archaeolegol Gwynedd
Gwynedd Archaeological Trust









2004 Deganwy/Liandudno Junction urban development
Historic background

A low-lying area which in its present form is largely a creation of the growth of the railway network.
The area in the south-western part of the Creuddyn peninsula which is now covered by the nineteenth
and twentieth century dwellings of Deganwy and Llandudno Junction is known to have been granted to
the Cistercian monastery of Aberconwy by Llywelyn. The monastic presence is recorded in the name
Sam y Mynach, by which the A47 is known at the point where it crosses the main line railway and the
Afon Ganol. Another axis which predates the Modem period is the north-south road through Llandudno
Junction known as Mar!Lane which fonnerly connected the dwelling Marl (202 1) with the ferry. The
Telford post road passes through the character area, which includes the embankment over the Conwy on
which the Telford suspension bridge and the Stephenson tubular bridge are built.

The main-line railway from Chester to Bangor was opened in 1848, and the branch to Llandud no in
1858; Llandudno Junction station was opened in 1860, and was upgraded several times, including the
construction of a locomotive shed in the 1880s. The construction of the branch-line railway to
Llandudno, opened in 1858, made possible the development of a resort on the western-facing shores of
the peninsula at Deganwy; a station was opened in 1866. After the opening of the branch line railway to
Blaenau Ffestiniog in 1879, the railway company also began the construction of a wharf to ship the
slate at Deganwy in 1882, using spoil from the Belmont tunnel in Bangor. This saw comparatively little
use, and now services pleasure craft.

The settlements have continued to grow into the twentieth century. Whereas Deganwy has been largely
a holiday and retirement area, Llandudno Junction was also the home to a considerable number of
railway employees and more recently to workers in the Hotpoint factory. 111e North Wales Weekly
News building is also a prominent local landmark.

Key historic landscape characteristics
19" and 20" century houses, shops, chapels, transport routes

The area is characterised by suburban housing stock which dates almost entirely from the late
nineteenth or twentieth centuries, and is constructed largely of brick. Roofing materials are a mixture of
tiles and slates. A distinctive feature is the row of houses built by the Llanfairfechan architect North at
SH 781 804, which makes distinctive use of rustic slates, some of them from the Tal y Fan quarry
(2023). Here and there earlier houses or chapels built out oflocallimestone and roofed with more
common commercially avai lable slates are evident. The shops on the front at Deganwy incorporate an
attractive cast-iron canopy over the pavement.

The area isalso characterised by the transport routes which pass through it - the Telford road, the
railway, the modern AS55T, which passes under the Conwy ina tunnel, and the quays at Deganwy and by
Conwy bridge. As well as the two bridges over the Conwy, there are a number of other items of transport
infrastructure, such as the signalbox at Deganwy, the locomotive sheds at the Junction, and in various
bridges. Llandudno Junction station isan unusual example for the area of a Victorian station- building
with Modernist accretions, and the Modernist style is also evident in the extensive Hotpoint factory at
SH 803 777, now disused.
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Figure 05 HLCA2004 SH 779791 looking east

Showing some of the fine Victorian cast-ironshop frontsin Deganwy facing the mouth of the Afon Coowy

Ymddiriedolaeth Archaeolegol Gwynedd
Gwynedd ArchaeologicalTrust



D)






2005 Creuddyn
Historic background

An extensive area dominated by parkland and pasture, defined to the west by the urban areas of
Deganwy and Llandudno Junction (2004), to the north by the urban development of Llandudno (2001),
and the higher ground of the Little Orme and Nant y Gamar (2002), to the east by Penrhyn Bay (2022).
The Bryn Pydew ridge (2021) intrudes into the area.

An area rich in mythological associations, particularly the story ofTaliesin and Maelgwn Gwynedd,
who are traditionally connected with the Roman and post-Roman at Deganwy, consisting of two
precipitous hillocks and the saddle between them. This formed the site ofDeganwy castle, built by
Robert ofRhuddlan c. 1080. The hill was held alternately by the Welsh and the Anglo-Normans until
1263, and part was granted to the Cistercians of Aberconwy.

From the late Medieval period, the area was dominated by the Mostyn family, whose seat Jay at
Gloddaeth, which lies within the area. The Mostyn s also owned Bodysgallen, and they were to be
instrumental in the development ofLlandudno in the nineteenth century. Lesser families included the
recusant Pughs ofPenrhyn Creuddyn, who sheltered missionary priests. Gloddaeth dates in part from
the sixteenth century, and is now a boarding school.

There was some shale quarrying at Pabo from 1911 to 1932.

Key historic landscape characteristics
parkland, gently houses, substantial farmsteads, limestone walls
The area is dominated by Gloddaeth, formerly the seat of the Mostyns, now a boarding school, and the
substantial farms associated with it. Though Gloddaeth is the only landed seat within the area,
Bodysgallen, Penrhyn and Marl are all within a mile of it. The churches ofEglwys Rhos and

Llangystennin are both ancient foundations.

A marked feature of the landscape is the stone-built watch-tower, believed to date from the seventeent h
century, at Bryniau.

The only pre-twentieth century nucleated community isat Glanwydden, which consists of a public
house and a cluster of houses around a cross-roads. The nearby windmill dates from 1704.
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Figure 06 HLCA2005 SH 702795 looking south

An expansive aerial view which centres on the Vardre (Deganwy castle) whiich lies within the Creuddyn area (2005),
surrounded by housing estates which form part ofDeganwy/Llandudno Junction (2004), and looking a<,-ross the
river to the town of Conwy (2006) in the top right-hand earner
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2006 Conwy
Historic background

The site of the present town of Conwy was granted in 1186 by Llywelyn Fawr to the Cistercian Order
for the establishment of a community; as a remote headland, it suited the Cistercian emphasis on
manual labour and detachment from the world, ideals which did not survive the growing political and
econom ic might of the abbey under the Princes.

After the conquest the monks were relocated to a new site at Maenan, on the east bank of the Conwy,
seven miles upstream, and the former Abbey became the site of the new borough town and castle,
designed to guard the estuary and to introduce a money economy and civil order to Arllechwedd. Its
charter was granted in 1284, and the commotal centre of Arllechwedd Isaf, thought previously to have
been establ ished at Tal y Cafn, moved there.

The Conwy river remained a transport artery in its own right into the nineteenth, shipping lead, slate and
timber from the Conwy valley, reflected in the construction of a new quarry by William Provis,
Telford's assistant, in 1823. The river, however, constituted a serious obstacle to east-west traffic until
the ferry was finally replaced by a bridge connecting the spit of land on the eastern bank of the river
with the spur of rock on which the castle is built. This, the Telford road bridge, was completed in 1826,
a suspension bridge in which two solid ashlar towers support the chains. The Stephenson railway bridge
was opened for traffic in 1848, and consists of two parallel rectangular-section wrought-iron tubes, built
ashore and floated into position. Like its predecessor, it represented a considerable advance in bridge-
building capability.

The arrival of the railway led to the expansion of Conwy beyond its Medieval limits, and the town
continued to expand into the 1960s.

Key Itistoric landscape characteristics
walled and planned medieval town, street pattern, e.:rtra-mural suburban housing

The town itself remains an outstanding example of a pre-modem planned community, though no
buildings remain from earlier than the fifteenth century other than the castle itself and the town walls.
Aberconwy House and Plas Mawr are buildings of exceptional historic and architectural interest in their
own right, but a number of other buildings from the sixteenth century survive, such as Hen Goleg, and
others which have more modem exteriors. Conwy preserves the original grid-pattern of streets and
forms a contrast with the nineteenth-century planned town ofLlandudno. !t preserves outstandi ng
examples of historic transport facilities.
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Figure 07 HLCA2006 SH 781776 looklng south-west

Showing the Edwardian castle and bastide town of Comvy, with the original grid plan of streets and the church of St.
Mary's in the centre
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2007 Conwy Morfa

Historic background

Conwy Morfa was used for grazing sheep and for defensive purposes by the time it enters the historic
record in the eighteenth century. As early as 1768 a map appears to show a military camp there, and it
was used in the latter part of the nineteenth century as a training camp for the VVolunteer movement, in
particular the 20th regiment of the Lancashire Fusiliers and the 6th and 7th Battalions of the Territorial
Army. Itwas the scene of the young David Lloyd George's brief flirtation with military life in 1880.

Much of the area is now given over to a caravan park and a gold course.

A fish house is shown on Lewis Morris's map of 1748 on the north coast.
Key historic landscape characteristics

sand dunes, golf course

A largely featureless area of encroachment from the sea.
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Figure 08 HLCA2007 SH 770790 looking south-east

Showing the nature of the open sand dune system on the Morfa, now partly a golf course
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2008 Enclosed Uplands
Historic back grountl

The uplands which form the south-western part of the study-area consists of moun tain and moorland
which shows evidence of human settlement from the Neolithic period. A burial cham ber possibly as
early as the fourth millennium BC stands nextto an ancient east-west route, used by the Romans and
which continued to serve until the eighteenth century from Ro Wen to Bwlich y Ddeufaen to the
twentieth century at Maen y Bardd. Nearby, at Bwlch y Ddeufaen is an outstanding landscape of
standing stones and cairns of the second millennium BC.

The Iron Age is represented by the impressive cheveau de firs hillfort of Pen y Gaer overlooking
Llanbedr y Cennin, to which, or to the Romano-British period also belong huts and field systems.

Upland land use in the Medieval period may be associated with the seasonal movement of stock from
the lowlands in winter to the higher pastures in summer. From the sixteenth century onwards in the
hanging valleys of the Afon Dulyn and the Afon Porth LIwyd, enclosures and permanent dwellings
developed on the sites of these Medieval hafodydd,a process initiated and quarrelled over by the
yeoman and gentry families of the area.n By the nineteenth century much of the land was in the hands
of the most prominent families in North-west Wales- the Lords Newborough of Glynllifon, the
Assheton-Smiths ofFaenol, the Williams-Wynns of Wynnstay and the Bulkeleys of Beaumaris. The
parliamentary enclosure of much of the uplands from 1856°- led to widespread protest, and to the
repeated destruction of the stone walls authorised by the enclosure act.

These uplands were also exploited for their peat and for their minerals. The area is riddled with small-
scale unsuccessful trials, but a number made the grade into commercial quarries. On Tal y Fan the slate
veins have been exploited since at least 1553 and a quarry remained in production until 1913, turning out
the then fashionable *‘rustics”, which can be seen on various roofs in Deganwy and Conwy. In Cwm
Eigiau two slightly larger quarries enjoyed a chequered career from c. 1827 until 1874 and were
equipped in the 1860s with state-of-the-art machinery and a lengthy tramroad to the river Conwy, but
neither can have repaid the outlay.®-

Key ltistoric landscape characteristics
relict archaeology, remote settings, large enclosures

An area of upland pasture, whose pattern of abandoned farmsteads and enclosures is largely the result
of agricultural development from the fifteenth century onwards (although prehistoric origins are
obvious in may places).

One of the principal features of the area is the wealth of upstanding archaeological remains (funerary

monuments, settlements, enclosures, field systems and so on) from both the prehistoric and medieval

(as well as the post-medieval) periods. These are particularly sign ificant in two areas, around Maen y
Bardd (in the north), and Pen y Gaer (along the eastern side).

The are also constitutes an industrial landscape, which has been quarried for slate, mined for iron
sulphide and which has been served by an extensive network of railways. Few roads (certain ly modem
ones) serve the area.

The adaptation of natural rivers and lakes for water collection from the 1890s onwards has had a
marked effect on the landscape.

% R.E. Hughes, "Environment and Human Settlement in the Commotte of Arlechwedd Isaf TCHS 2 (1940) pp.
1-25, E. Davies, "Hendre and Hafopd in Caemarvonshire® TCHS 40 (1979), pp. 17-46.

+ CRO, Caerhun Enclosure Apportionment, 1856.

s UWB Baron Hill Mss, CRO Glynllifon.
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Figure 09 HLCA2008 SH 750694 looking south

Showing the hillfort ofPen-y-gaer sitting starkly on the edge of the enclosed! uplands, with the enclosed
intennediary hill-slopes (2015) centre left
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2009 Penmaenmawr/Dwygyfylchi
Historic background

Though the fourteenth century Record of Caernarvon records eight free gafaelion (holdings) in the
township ofDwygyfylchi, maps of the eighteenth century reveal the paucity of settlement along this
coastal strip, though a small nucleated settlement may have existed around St Gwynan's church and at
the foot of the road through the Sychnant pass. The local family of consequence in the eighteenth

century were a branch of the Coetmors, and lived at Ty Mawr. Their last survivor sold the estate to one
George Thomas Smith, who constructed a new house called Pendyffryn nearly two away, thereby earning
the praise ofEdmund Hyde Hall for having given "a polish and a social look to a tract that was heretofore
sufficiently desolate.” Pendyffryn was later inhabited by Samuel Dukinfield Darbishire, secretary of the
Chester and Holyhead Railway Company, who was responsible for much of the subsequent development
ofPenmaenmawr as a community.

The existing settlements at Penmaenmawr and Dwygy(ylchi both expanded rapidly in the nineteenth
century. At Penmaenmawr an initial quarry-workers' settlement of 1838 on the newly-bu ilt post road
grew into a substantial town, housing both holidaymakers and quarry families.

Key historic Imulscape characteristics

quarry workers - settlement. resort development, pre-modern nucleated community, colonnaded
walkways, use of Penmaenmawr granite

The town of Penmaenmawr is characterised by quarry workers® dwellings, which predominate in the
western half of the town, and by holiday villas, boarding houses and hotels, which predominate in the
eastern half. The east-west axes of the Te!ford post road, the Chester to Holyhead main line railway,
and the modem ASS dominate the settlement, and the courses of the former quarry inclines, one of
which isinre-use for a conveyor belt system to a sorting plant at the railway station, pass through the
residential areas.

The town includes a wide variety of workers' housing, ranging from the very simple early buildings at
New York, the Lancashire-style terraced housing at David Street and Erasmus Street, and the attractive
range of buildings for staff employees at St David's Terrace. These, and their associated community
infrastructure, reflect the paternalistic regime of the Darbishire family at the quarry.

The resort buildings are for the most part late nineteenth and early twentieth century, and are laid out
following the lie of the land. The broad but winding street from the railway station to the main shopping
area on the post road is especially prominent, but other streets in this part of the settlement are narrow
as well as winding. The main street is noted for its covered walkways, supported by cast-iron pillars,
in imitation ofLiandudno.

The dominant building material for both the quarry and the resort dwellings is Penmaenmawr granite,
though there is considerable use of glazed Rhiwabon brick for decorative work. Slate is the dominant
roofing material, but there is some use of tile.

The smaller nucleated community at Dwygyfylchi to the east is made up partly of villa style

architecture of the late nineteenth and early twentieth century and a modem housing estate, interspersed
with older agricultural buildings and a cluster of nineteenth century dwellings at the foot of the road over
the Sychnant pass to Conwy. The substantial Regency dwelling Pendyffryn survives as an office
complex and a social centre for the caravan park established on its demesne. A golf-course has been

laid out north of the Old Conwy Road.
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Figure 10 HLCAZ2009 SH 720763 looking n01th

Showing the somewhat faded splendour of the fine cast-iron shop front covers along the former main road in this
splendid Vic:torian coastal resort
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2010 Penmaenmawr Quarry
Historic background

The present workings at Penmaenmawr continue a tradition of stone-quarrying which begins in the third
millennium BC, when Graiglwyd was worked for stone suitable for axe-making.Itwas the third most
productive ofthe Prehistoric axe-making sites in Britain, after the factories of Great Langdale and Scafell
in the Lake District and around St Ives in Cornwall, whose products vied with each other in Neolithic
markets throughout the island.

The first leases which indicate modem exploitation of the Penmaenrn awr outcrop for stone are dated
1833. In the first instance operations amounted to extracting suitable material from the unconsolidated
scree slopes, flaking them into setts, and transporting them as ballast on ships bound for Liverpool. The
early extraction pits were surveyed as part of the detailed survey of the north slopes below the
Graiglwyd. Within a decade two independent quarries had been developed, one on the Eastern flank
(Graiglwyd) and the other occupying the western extremity (Penmaen). Both quarries concentrated on
sett production although loose stone for ballast was of increasing importance. Crushing mills were
therefore established from the 1890s onwards and production increasingly concentrated on this
commodity thus expanding at the expense of the sett making enterprises. The two quarries were amal-
gamated under the same management in the early part of this century and the joint operations linked by a
quarry railway. In the late 1930s the Graiglwyd quarry ceased as a sett production unit and the eastern
workings were accordingly abandoned.

The present quarry at Penmaenmawr occupies the western part of the outcrop and concentrates on
producing aggregate for road construction and for railway ballast. A new crushing plant was installed in
1983 and the present output of the quarry is 600, 000 tonnes per annum. The planned reserve of the
quarry concession is approximately 40 million tonnes, giving an estimated life span for the whole
operation of sixty years. Since quarrying has been concentrated on the western Penmaen end of the
outcrop the summit of the mountain has been reduced by approximately 400 feet and in the process the
whole prehistoric hillfort of Braich y Ddinas was consumed in an operation that paid only minimal
attention to archaeological detail.

Key historic land5cape characteristics
inclines, stepped workings, crushing plant, clock

The quarry site is distinguished by a number of features which can be clearly identified from the road
and from the town. These include the substantial clock-face mounted on one of the storage bins in the
eastern quarry, the remains of the major crushing plant introduced in the latter years of the nineteenth
century, and the impressive series of inclines. A number of items of historic machinery survive in the
quarry. The eastern quarry was landscaped in the 1980s.
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Figure 11 HLCA 2010 SH 700760 looking south

Showing the galleries, present road and many of the workings of the quarry, some relict and some still in use, in its
landscape setting on the edge of unenclosed mountain (north) (2023) beyond (the site of the neolithic axe factory is
around the too edge of the ouarrv towards the left of the ohotograDh)
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2011 Llanfairfechan

Historic background

The bulk of the land which formed the parishes of Aber and Llanfairfechan was acquired by the Bulkeley
family of Baron Hill in the sixteenth century, who remained the owners of most of Llanfairfechan until
1856, when they were forced to sell up to one Richard Luck, a solicitor; together with the Platts of Bryn y
Neuadd (see 2013 below), Llanfairfechan was transformed by the rebui Iding of the plasdai, by the re-
alignment of the road, by the construction of boarding houses, an English church,

a railway station - though a plan to build docks and piers came to nothing.

Key historic landscape characteristics
planned resort town, esplanade and shops, Art-and-Crafts style

Llanfairfechan is similar to Llandudno as a planned estate townscape which incorporates an earlier
nucleus which retains a separate character and identity. It is dominated by its main axes, which run
south-west to north east. These are the post-road (the former A55), the modem by-pass to the north and
the main line railway. The road which runs from the post-road here to the beach is lined by attractive,
though down-at-heel, shop buildings, Arts-and-Crafts influenced, and by substantial nineteenth century
dwellings with large gardens, leading to a typical Welsh esplanade developm ent consisting of a row of
boarding houses, a cafe on the beach, and a model yacht pond. The turreted stone building here,
*Moranedd’, with its patterned slate roof, , is an attractive feature. The substantial three-aisle Anglican
church by the post-road is a prominent landmark.

Pentre Uchaf is the focus of the pre-Piatt community, being made up largely of earlier nineteenth
century buildings, including agricultural or small-scale craft buildings in an amongst later dwellings.
The bridge here bears the date 1819 on the plaque. Towards the south-west of Pentre Uchaf at SH 683
743 is twentieth century social housing, and to the east at SH 684 749 is a looped development by
Herbert Luck Nonh (1871-1941), an outstanding locally-based Arts-and-Crafts architect.. laid out
entirely with his distinctive, whitewashed, making use of Arfon slate slabs for boundary fencing and the
distinctive brown-green Tal y Fan Quarry slates as roofing material. Other examples are to be found
elsewhere in Pentre Uchaf.

Other buildings make extensive use of Penmaenmawr stone. A distinctive feature isthe use of yellow
brick cornerstones in conformation with Penmaenmawr stone.
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Figure 12 HLCA 2011

A fme examtple of a house designed by local Arts and Crafts

SH 686744 looking north-east

architect, H L North
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2012 Fieldscape around Gerlan

Historic background

Area of irregular field patterns apparently arising from prehistoric settlements. H L North buildings and
large, substantial farmsteads dominate the hillside.

Key historic landscape characteristics
irregular fields, enclosed spaces, North buildings, large farmsteads, tracks and paths

A small, cohesive area of distinct character on a hillside above Llanfairfechan, consisting of a pattern of
small, irregular fields (many of prehistoric ‘curvilinear' shape), with substantial 18th-19th century
farmsteads, and a punctuation of 20th century buildings by the architect H L North.

A single, winding trackway loops around the area, off which lead the tracks to the scattered farms and a
network of footpaths.

Prehistoric settlements undoubtedly survive infield corners, and the area needs detailed survey.
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Figure 13 HLCA2012 SH 690748 looking east

Showing tbe intricate nature of the enclosed landscape, with scattered settlement and winding trackways
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2013 Bryn y Neuadd and lowland coastal plain
Historic background

This lowland area formed the immediate estate of Plas Bryn y Neuadd, built by the Roberts family in
the seventeenth century who then bankrupted themselves trying to rebuild it in 1832; in 1857 itwas sold
to John Platt of Oldham. Platt's fortune came from the manufacture of cotton machinery, and despite
his political radicalism he was not slow in setting himself up as a member of county society. He actively
developed the tourist potential of the area, mainly at Llanfairfechan His family remained owners of
Bryn y Neuadd until 1898 and of the Gorddinog estate until 1956. Bryn y Neuadd was sold to St
Andrew's Hospital ofNorthampton, and theplas demolished in 1967.

Key historic landscape characteristics
parkland, copses, slate fences, ornamental iron railings

The lower part of the landscape, between the main road and the coastline, is dominated by Bryn y
Neuadd itself, where several of the demesne buildings and historic garden features survive, even though
the house itself has been replaced by a functional office block. The nineteenth century gentry house of
Madryn and the huge Neo-Norman Penrhyn castle are visible from here.

To the south of the main road, improved pasture predominates, and the area is visibly still a highly
managed landscape which preserves the feel of a Victorian estate, such as the fenced copses in the
fields. Field boundaries are made up either of locally quarried stone or fences of purple slate slab,
probably from Penrhyn Quarry- not a vernacular feature in this immediate area and probably the result
of a conscious decision by the Platt family, with their strong personal links to the Penrhyn estate.
Dwellings include Llwyn Ysgolaig, perhaps for a senior estate worker, and to the south a row of
workers' cottages, two-storey with dormer windows. A feature of the area is ornamental iron railings.
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Figure 14 HLCA2013 SH 677746 looking south

Showing the edge ofBryn yNeuadd park and garden (on the Cadw Register) in the foreground (the white buildings
are the hospital), with the enclosed, Victorian, managed landscape clearly visible beyond
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2014 Rolling meadows, west of Afon Conwy
Historic background

Much of the area south of Conwy is characterised by rolling improved pasture and corn-fields,
containing a number of small nucleated communities, such as Ro Wen and Henryd, and substantial
farms. This area formed the location of many of the Medieval townships of Arllechwedd lIsaf, and it is
probable that the commotal centre was at one time established within this area, at Tal y Cafn.*®

The importance of corn-growing and the flow of the rivers which cross this area has also meant that
there is a long tradition of milling, represented in the surviving buildings at Melin Bulkeley, Melin
Gwenddar and Melin Pont Wgan, all of which are in re-use as dwellings. Lead mining was also carried
out, at Trecastell. These workings may be Medieval or even Prehistoric in origin, but as the
Pwllycochion mine these workings had functioned on asmall scale in the early nineteenth century.
Work began again in 1892, and the mine produced 6,425 tons oflead ore and 12,554 of blende by 1913,
making it one of the most profitable concerns of its sort in Wales.* It closed in 1920, and reopened in
1948, only to be finally abandoned after exploration in the lower levels in 19563+ The site has been
extensively landscaped but a smelter flue and a square-plan chimney survive, probably dating from
between 1913 and 1920, together with three levels immediately to the south.

Key historic landscape characteristics
degraded fields, scattered settlement, villages, routeways
Area of ancient settlement, encompassing both "villages' and scattered dwellings (mainly farms, but
including other types), as well as terraced housing, which is increasingly favoured by the better-off

(sym bolised by the prepondera nce of horses in the fields and out-of-character housing developm ents).

Field pattern largely disintegrated as fields have been amalgamated: preponderance of post-and-wire
fences.

Many types of routeways, from footpaths to major road running north-south (replacing earlier routes
across the mountains from the valley which can still be traced running east-west.

[o C. Gresham, "The Commotal Centre of Arllechwedd Isaf TCHS 40 (1979), pp. 11-16.
 W.J. Lewis, Lead Mining in Wales (UWP Cardiff, 1967), pp. 238-40.
3-C.J. Williams, Metal Mines of North Wales (Rhuddlan, 1980).
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Figllre 15 HLCAZ2014 SI-1768735 looking north-west

Showing the nature of the rolling, enclosed landscape, with scattered settlement and a more wooded appearance
which includes both hedgerows as well as areas of woodlan d
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2015 Enclosed intermediary hillslopes, west side of Conwy valley
Historic background

The characteristic topography of the area includes hillsides along the west bank of the Conwy that are
neither too shallow for intensive settlement nor too steep for exploitation, and these have historically
been given over to enclosed field-systems, together with some quarrying and mining as at Llechan, and
commercial forestry, as at Pare Mawr.

The steep slopes formed an obstacle to east-west traffic, but several ancient routes crossed this land-
area, including the Roman road from Conovium to Segontium, and a trackway climbing through Pare
Mawr to the old church at Llangelynin. The church itself is of Medieval origin, whose oldest parts date
to the twelfth century, and the track itself is probably therefore of Medieval origin or older.

Key historic landscape clutracteristics

upstanding prehistoric and medieval settlement, field system and funermy remains, dry-stone wall
fields, well-established routeways

The land here is all enclosed with, on the whole, small-scale patterns which have been created by the
organic development of an agricultural landscape, based on grazing, which has evolved over millennia.
Most of the boundaries are dry stone walls, although hedges are more common on lower slopes where
there also patches ofwoodland, and although many are now no longer stock-proof they are very
characteristic of the area: in places, arelative chronology can be built up by careful observation. While
some of the boundaries and larger patterns are relatively recent, others relate to farming practices which
date back to the prehistoric period and are associated with relict settlements, many of which are
scheduled ancient monuments. In general, the earlier sites and systems are better-preserved on the
upper (flatter) slopes.

The area is chiefly important for the wealth of relict (main ly prehistoric, but with obvious overlying
medieval) settlement sites, set within at least part of their contemporary agricultural landscape. Despite
much of the area being scheduled, the potential for further discoveries is high given a programme of
detailed flying and surveying. Unlike many other upland areas which display evidence for the
organisation of the landscape in the post-medieval period, this area is relatively free oflater
‘encumbrances’.

Most of the area is an open and exposed landscape with relatively few and widely-scattered farmsteads.
On the valley slopes the scattered pattern predominated again, although there are small nucleations
(especially around Llanbedr-y-Cennin). Farms vary from squat, upland-type dwellings to grander,
nineteenth-century constructions with a suite of modern outbuildings.

A number of former major routes run through the area (linking the Conwy Valley with the coastal plain
prior to the building of the coast road in the late eighteenth century). The line of the Roman road from
Caerhun can be followed in places; this was probably replaced by (if it didn't follow) the road from
Roewen past Rhiw, which itself seems to have been replaced by the road to the south of this.
Interestingly, the upper-most routeways in the area (now a road and a footpath) follow the edge of the
‘older’ enclosed land (pre-dating the great Caerhun enclosure of the mid-nineteenth century). Few of
the footpaths seem to follow winding paths which they might be expected to, but cut across field
patterns and earlier field systems. Deep lanes lead out from the main valley side to a stone-walled
upland landscape, where the routeways, whilst retaining their character, are wider and more open.
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Figure 16 HLCA 2015 SH 740715 looking north

Showing the nature of the enclosed yet expansive landscape, containing a wealth of upstanding relict archaeological
remains, with open uplands (HLCA 2008) beyond
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2016 Flat valley bottom (drained areas)

Historic background

The meadows on the alluvial floor of the Conwy river near Dolgarrog formed part of the monastic
grange of Ardda and Dar-His; after the dissolution they passed through various hands until they became
part of the Glynllifon estate, and were sold off in 1894. Those further to the north were in various
ownerships. From 1863 to 1874 slate was shipped from a wharf known as Cei Goed or Cei'r Ynys at SH
776 678, and in the twentieth century the aluminium works was served by a jetty at SH 775 679.

Key historic landscape characteristics

meadows

A drained area of lowland meadow through which the rivers Dulyn and Ro flow, and into which the
Afon Porth Llwyd empties through the Dolgarrog works canal.
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Figure 17 HLCA 2016 SH 777698 looking south

Showing the flat, open nature of the landscape on the western bank of the Afon Conwy
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2107 Dolgarrog- settlementand industrial sites
Historic background

Settlement within this area is marked from at least the early nineteenth century, when farms are evident
along the lower slopes below Coed DolgatTog (2018) along the winding course of the turnpike road, but
was significantly altered by the decision of the Aluminium Corporation Ltd to make use of the natural
topography of the area to establish a hydro-generating station and aluminium reduction works on the
valley floor. Aluminium reduction is a process which consumes enom10us amounts of electricity, and
which has therefore always been sited where there is abundant water-power to operate generators

The reduction works and hydro station began work in 1907 and 1908; a car bon factory was added in
1913 and a rolling mill in 1917. The reduction process was discontinued in 1943, and the factory now
functions as a specialist rolling mill. The hydro-electricity power station's pipeline and the works'
transport systems across the meadows and up the side of the hill are prominent features.

Suburban-style workers" houses were built from 1907 until 1926, resulting in the creation of an utterly
untypical Welsh industrial community. The earlier houses are built mainly out of brick, and are rendered,
those which date from the 1920s out of concrete sections. The village was laid out with no attention
whatsoever to the lie of the land, in a long ribbon development which contrasts markedly with the
organic settlement of the earlier farmhouses upslope.

The settlement differs little from the form which it achieved in the mid-1920s, due to the inability of the
aluminium works to carry out further investment after the dam disaster of 1926, when the waters of
Llyn Eigiau caused much loss of life in the area and put the factory temporarily out of action.

Key historic landscape characteristics
1920s ribbon development, distinctive house style
The village is an unusual Welsh example of an indusn-ial ribbon development, and represents an only

partially successful attempt to apply ‘garden suburb' principles. Grants have recently been made
available to clad the 1920s houses in brick.

Historic landscape characterisation (Creuddyn & Arllechwedd) Historic character areas G1527 Report 318 page 30



Figure 18 HLCA2017 SH 770675 looking east

Showing the disparate character of the settlement, the back of the terraced housing in the foregrolmd and the factory
beyond, situated at the bottom of the steep hillside
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2018 Coed Dolgarrog

Hisroric background

The steep wooded slopes of Coed Dolgarrog have probably been commercially exploited since at least
monastic times. A 'Coyde Imynoghe' (Coed y Mynach) was one of the parcels of land offered for sale
after the dissolution, and documents from the reign of Elizabeth | refer to the timber in the vicinity of
Maenan Abbey. A timber saw-mill was estab lished in 1855 near the foot of the Afon Ddu falls. A
pandy (fulling mill) was in existence here by the si.:xteenth century, possibly since monastic times, and a
textile factory was established here in 1808.

Key historic landscape characteristics
ancient woodland, water management features, path
An east-facing slope, covered with broad-leaved woodland. A number of features connected with

rwentieth-century water-catchment survive, including feats, pipelines and the course of a service

railway. The zigzag pathway through the southern pan of the area from Pant Dolgarrog may be
monastic in origin.
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Figure 19 HLCA2018 SH 765668 looking north-west

Showing the steep western side of the Conwy valley, with Coed Dolgarrog (2018) in the centre of the photoi:,>raph,
the settlement of Dolgarrog (2017) at the bottom of the slope, the Alltwyllt (2020) towards centre right, the flat
valley bottom (2016) in the foreground and the enclosed upland landscape (mainly 2008) beyond
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2019 Unenclosed mountain

Historic background

The unenclosed mountains reach a height of 1064m above OD at the summit of Camedd Llewelyn.
Evidence survives of Prehistoric settlement at Pant y Griafolen, alongside the Afon Dulyn, and in more
recent times this area has been used for water-collection for domestic use and for the industrial com plex
at Dolgarrog (2017), limited mineral exploitation and peat-digging on the Fawnog Du.

Key historic landscupe clwracteristics
remoteness, sheepfolds, peat cutting, mineral extraction

A remote upland area of considerable unspoiled, natural beauty, dominated by the peaks of Pen Llithrig y
Wrach, Camedd Llewelyn, Foe!Grach and Foel-fras. There is nevertheless prehistoric settlement in the
high river valley, as well as evidence for post-medieva | animal husbandry inthe form of sheepfolds.

The area was exploited in the 19t century for peat cutting (there are extensive remains of turbary on Y
Gledrffordd) and mineral extraction.
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Figure 20 HLCA2019 SH 710640 looking west

Showi ng the nature of the open mountain landscape rising beyond the enclosed uplands (2008)
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2020 Alltwyllt.

Historic background

The east-facing slopes between Coed Dolgarrog and Llanbedr y Cennin were formerly densely settled in
a pattern of tiny irregularly-shaped holdings between the 250m and the 40m contour. The lower and
upper farmsteads are still inhabited, but those in between, centred on Arddgron and Hengae, have been
abandoned and the area has become densely wooded. The abandoned dwellings are built of local field-
stones, and have become rootless and severely dilapidated. There are traces of field systems in the
undergrowth.

The holdings are connected by a series of zigzag roadways and pathways, partly built up, and walled.
According to tradition the area was settled by the survivors of the Gwylliaid Cochion Mawddwy in the
sixteenth century, whose descendants practised a garden type of agriculture, keeping cows on the
common and perhaps also fishing.*

John Owen, the historian of Llanbedr y Cennin, published several accounts of the Alltwyllt in local
newspapers in the 1930s, which suggest that the area was inhabited until approximately the turn of the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. He describes the cottagers making use of donkeys to carry fuel and
other necessities along the paths. They made their living by various different means, augmented when
necessary by parish relief - by knitting stockings, basket-making, as carriers, hone-qua rrymen, sulphur
miners, household servants, a captain on a river-boat, fisherman."

111e Alltwyllt constitutes a unique relict landscape within the study area, akin to the dual economy
settlements (quarrying and pastoralism) of Arfon, such as the Bethel- Deiniolen areas, and the former
crown lands between Cilgwyn and Rhostryfan.

Key historic landscape characteristics

dual economy settlement, irregular fields, cottages

An area of irregular enclosures and cottage dwellings. This has been studied by a number of scholars as
an example of a dual-economy settlement.

¥ R.E. Hughes, op. cit., p.24.

Newspaper articles by John Owen, copies in private possession.
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Figure 21 HLCA2020 SH 767677 looking west

Showing the densely wooded, enclosed landscape on asteep hillside, with sparse, scattered dwellings set among the
trees
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2021 Bryn Pydew.
Historic background

This east-west limestone ridge includes the houses Mar! and Bodysgallen, and a letter small nucleated
settlement on its summit. Itis characterised by winding lanes and small fields, and there has been some
quarrying.

Key historic landscape characteristics

small, irregular nineleenth century enclosures and selllemenl, >Finding lanes, hillside quarries,
Bodysgal!len gardens.

Bryn Pydew is shown on the tithe map as a distinctive area of relatively small, irregular enclosures each
with its individual house set around winding lanes within the heart of an area of common. This pattern
underlies the current appearance of the landscape of this area, although all the surrounding land is now
enclosed. The fields, which are now mainly down to pasture (horses rather than sheep), are
characteristically bounded by hedges (some with trees), although there are some coursed linlestone
walls. There are areas of old woodland, especially on the north-western slopes.

The settlement pattern is chiefly nineteenth century cottages, with some nucleation around the central
'village green' where there is a chapel among the houses, although no shop or other 'services’. Modern
in-filling has distorted the original pattern of scattered cottages, and altered much ofthe vernacular
appearance of the area.

There are no known sites of relict archaeological interest in the area.

There are a number of quarries dotted along the sides of the limestone ridge, many overgrown but still
significant features. Their historical significance lies in the fact that they provided stone for Telford's
bridge across the Conwy.

The patterns of winding lanes and footpaths appears to follow that established by the mid-nineteenth
century: there are no recent roads or realignments. There is asingle World War Il pillbox in the area,
looking down the Conwy Valley.

The grade | register park and garden of Bodysgallen (with exceptional terraced gardens, chiefly
eighteenth and nineteenth century with an earlier core, remarked on Pennant) falls within the area, as
does the significant post-medieval house and land of Mar!. The obelisk on Bodysgallen land is a
significant landscape marker.
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Figure 22 HLCA2021 SH 813790 looking north

Showing the elevated nature of the prominent limestone ridge, with conspicuous disused quarries and settlements,
which rises above the more open, enclosed landscape ofCreuddyn (2005)
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2022 Penrhyn Bay
Historic background

A built-up area which extends over the slopes ofMynydd Pant, and over the low-lying area at the foot
of the Little Orme/Mynydd Pant!Nant y Gamar ridge (2002). Although several different building
characters and periods are evident, having developed from separate foci, their boundaries have become
merged.

The Medieval focus is Penrhyn Old Hall at the foot of the ridge, described as 'ancient’ by Leland in
1536-9, the home of the recusant Pugh family. A museum of Welsh curios was established here in
1910, and by 1987 it had become a night-club. 1t now functions as a pub-restaurant. The chapel attached
to it, which dates from the sixteenth century, was restored for religious purposes c. 1930, but has since
become derelict.

The settlement on Mynydd Pant evolves from a nineteenth century quarry workers' community,
constructed for the limestone quarry on the Little Orme- sixteen two-up two-down dwellings were
erected on Maesgwm Road, near the ridge for the quarrymen and their families in the period 1894 to |
900. These survive and the community appears to have developed in the area downslope from here.

This area is characterised by two-storey double-fronted houses, larger than most quarrymen 's houses yet
smaller than most middle-class dwellings of the period. These are for the most part limestone-built and
slate-roofed and are laid out along small winding lanes which preserve their original Welsh names. A
post-office and three chapels, one Baptist and two Calvinist, were noted.

More recent developments in this area include post-war housing on the lower slopes which unites it with
the settlement on the alluvial flatlands. Apart from Penrhyn OIld Hall itself and a small number of
nineteenth century buildings, this is entirely twentieth century in character, and grew up along the tracks
ofthe Llandudno and Colwyn Bay Electric Railway, opened in 1907.

No trace was noted of the original wooden and corrugated iron bungalows constructed on the main road
and on Morfa Road in 1920. Surviving buildings illustrate the varieties of suburban architecture
available from the mid-1920s onwards, and include at least one attempt at 1930s Modernism. Though
roofing material is for the most part red tile, a distinctive feature is the occasional use of green slate,
probably of Lake District origin rather than Arfon. These are laid out along broad straight roads. There
is a variety of retail outlets and places of worship, all of mid- to late-twentieth century construction,
within this part of the character area.

Key historic landscape characteristics
vernacular settlement, suburban development
A landscape in which the Medieval phase associated with the surviving Penrh yn Old Hall and its

associated chapel, has been obscured by two distinctive but inter-related areas of settlement, one
representing the last phase of vernacular organic settlement, the other entirely suburban.
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Figure 23 HLCA2022 SH 814814 looking north

Showing the different characters ofPenrhyn Bay, with the older, organically evolved settlement on top of the ridge
and the recent, planned estates and housing below

Ymddiriedolaeth Archaeolegol Gwynedd
Gwynedd Archaeological Trust






i
o
>
s
2
E
g
£
s
z
e
=z
H
o
2
E




2023 Unenclosed mountains (north)
Historic background

A ridge of upland that extends from Conwy Mountain (Mynydd yOref) in the north-east to the uplands
around Bwlich y Ddeufaen in the south-west. This area shows evidence of human settlement from the
Bronze Age to the twentieth century.

Immed iately to the south east of the Penmaenmawr outcrop lies a tight knot of ritual/ceremonial
monuments with the embanked stone circle of the Druid's Circle as their centrep iece. The monuments lie
near a purported Bronze Age trackway that traverses the plateau from the Afon Ddu valley in the west
to the Conwy Valley in the east Immediately below the plateau, the trackway bisects a sma Il cemetery of
ruined barrows. A second Bronze Age trackway links Aber and the Conwy Valley via Bwlch y Ddeufaen.
The two trackways are further conjoined by at least two notlh/soulh cross-routes. The most westerly
cross-route flanks the cairn field ofBryniau Bugei lydd, a group of low stone and turf covered sepulchral
mounds. Within the same area there are numerous unenclosed and enclosed hut groups of round houses in
association with lynchet boundaries and field systems which may be pre-lron

Age. The road through Bwlch y Ddeufaen was in use in Roman times, and was still a through route

until the late eighteenth century.

The Iron Age is represented by the billfort at Castel! Caer Lleion on Conwy Mountain.

Upland land use in the Medieval and Modem periods is associated with the seasonal movement of stock
from the lowlands in winter to the higher pastures in summer. There is also evidence for peat-
extraction, and small-scale quarrying of dyorite, as at Penrnaenbach from c. 1873 until the 1940s,
millstone on Mynydd y Dref during the Napoleonic wars, and slate at Tal y Fan, a remote site of
possibly Medieval origin which limped on until 1914 mainly because of H.L. North's use of its
distinctive green-brown roofing slates for his buildings.

Key historic landscape characteristics
relict archaeology, communication routes
An area of unenclosed upland given over within the medieval and modem periods to a pastoral

economy and to small-scale mineral extraction. It also constitutes an extremel y rich relict
archaeological landscape of Prehistory.
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Figure 24 HLCA2023 SH 720747 looking east

Showing the nature of the open, unenclosed landscape behind Penmaenmawr quarry, including the prehistoric ritual
complex on Cefil Coch
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Appendix |

Extracts from the

Register of Landscapes of Outstanding Historic Interest in Wales

Lower Conwy Valley HLW (Gw) 4
Creuddyn and Conwy HLW (Gw) 5
North Arllechwedd HLW (Gw) 12
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ISAF DYFFRYN CONWY

LOWER CONWY VALLEY

Disgrifiad o'r tirwedd

Mae'r ardal yn croesi canal pen isaf Dyffryn Conwy S)'n
ddaearyddol yn pennu ftiniau dwyrciniol Eryri. Tua ‘r dw yrain
i Afon Conwy, cyfyd y llechwcddau'n weddol serth o'r
gurlifdirsydd ychydig uwchben kfcl y mor hyd at 200m
uwchhen SOar gyrion is:tf llwyfandir rored ig Mynydd
Hirac:thog sydd vy tu allan i'rardal. Tua'r gorllewin, 11mac'r
rirar rcyf:In yn fwy ysgirhrog a gwyllr na'r fro tua'r dwyr:iu
i'r afon, mae llednentydd bach dyffryn Conwy'n rhannu
llcrhrau gogledd ddwyreiniol y Carned dau s(n codi hyd ar
770m uwchben SO ar gopa'r Drnm yn y gorllewin.

cir :Imrywiacth gyfoerhog o nodwedd ion archeolcgul
-n yTardal. Fel sy'n wir am lawer ardal arall yng Ngh)'lllru lie
ceir digonedd o gcrrig ar gyfer adeiladu, ym;l hefyd ceir llflvr o
aneddiadau a chyfundrefnau caeau crciriol yn ddllio o'r cyfnod
cynhanesyddol ran yn y gorffennol agos. Yn wym- b hualau
Ilym ropogcaffi o ran rnynediad ac aneddiadau »n yr
;ud.tl, gellir dilyn hancs parhad a chydlyni:mr y diriogaeth yu
6Li'r crfnod cynhanesyddol.

Y n hanesyddol, Dyffryn Conwy oedd f6n yr hen Sir
Gaernarfon ac yr oedd yn goridor naturiol o ran mynediad ac
fd rr.imwyh, gogledd-de ar hyd y dyffryn n dwyrain-gorllewin
ar draws yr ardal hon. Ceir caer Rufeinig Canovium
tCaerhun) yngyrchfnn i'r llwybrau hyn, lle mae‘r ffyrdd
Jwrrlin-g<rllewin yn croesi‘'r rhai gogledd-de, ac yn
arwyddocaol ar derfyn penllanw'r afon. Gellir canfod Ilinell
} ffordd Rufeinig o hyd rua'r gorllewin i'r gaer gan ci bad yno
mcgis cloddwaith sylweddol wrth ddod ar Fwich y Ddeufaen
ac yndilrn yr wlig Iwybr naruriol allan o'r fro ar draws
llerhrau gogledd ddwyreiniol y Carneddau tua’r gorlicwin.

sk

Caer Ru{einig cuwi'niyi
(Caerlnm).

Canovium (Caerhun)
Roman fort.

© YAG Richard Kelly 7@ GAT Richard Kelly.

Landscape des.cription

The area straddles the middle reaches of the lower Conwy
valley which geographically defines the eastern limits of
Snowdonia.To the east of the River Conwy.slopes rise fairly
steeply from the flood plain at just above sea level to 200m
above OD along the lower margins of the dissected platea u

of the Denbigh Moor-s which lies outside dle area.To the west.
where the terrain is generally more craggy and less hospitable
than to the east of the river,small tributary valleysto the
Conwy dissect the north eastern flanks of the Carneddau ridge
which rise to 7:70mabove OD at the summit of Drum

on the west of the area.

The area contain:; a rich diversity of archaeol ogical
features. As in many other areas of Wales where there isan
abundance of stone felr building. it also contains extensive
tracts of reliCt settlernems and field systems from the
prehistoric period to the recent past.The strong constraints
imposed by topography on access and settlement in the area
are reflected ina collltinuity and coherence of territory which
is traceable back to porehistoric times.

Historically, the C:onwy valley formed the border of the
old county of Caernarfon and provided a natural corridor
for access and communication, north-south along the line of
the valleyand east-w-est across this area.The Roman fort of
Canovium (Caerhun) is sited at the confluence of routes,
where east-west routes cross those going north-south.and
significantly at the hig:hest point to which tides flow up the
river.The line of the Homan road west of the fort is still
traceable as a substantial earthwork as it approaches Bwich
y Ddeufaen and follows the only natural route out of the area
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PEN SAF DYfFRYN CONWY
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B OWER CONWY VALLEY

S:1if nifer o fcini hirion o hyd i ddynodi rrywydd ffordd
gynh anesrddol gynharach, gan gynnwys y plir ym Mwlichy
Ddcufacn ei hun, sety rhni ygalwyd y fan ar cu htJl.

Y nail! ochr a'r Hall at lechwedd:w llicdnnnt Afon Tafolog
wn h ddoJ ar Fwich y Ddcnfaen, cetr rirwedd archeolegol
crririol cyfocrhog s\-'n hynafol a chymhlerb iawn, ac yn
;LJiewyrchu gkhudd o ddefnyddiu rir a gwcirhgareddau
dw -s.a nifcr ne :1lnrywiacrh mawr o gofadeiliau archeolegol
yn dyddio o'r cyfnod 1'\colichig ar yr Ocsoedd Canul a'r
ctnod tl-ganoloesol. \la< dau glws rwr o'r fath sydd o
ddiddordch :rhcnnig.

I\be'r .:yncai ohunym ar ochr ogleddol y dyffryn ac yn
nm-st,-n o Fwich y Ddeufaen tua 'r gogledd cldwyrain rhwng
.WOrn a 450m yn tras uwchbcn SO, hyd ar Graig Gdynin.
Yno olir Iht o gofadeihau anglad dol :1 dt'fodol o'r cyfnoJ
mlithig .: 0 Ocs 1r EtyJJ.gw gynnw -s carneddi a meini
bmon ym Iwkh y Ddeubcn. c<\rncdcl Bardodiad )' G:1wTcs,
,-\'l, h meim Carigl'ryLuJ ;1 siamhr gladdu \lacn- r-lhrdd,
\'llhrd :tg ymhdl drm 10l)ha o gylchol'dd cytiau creiriol.
grwptlll o glriau, carw. wlliau,-acau, a phonciau a tha:ts:nt
Ik hn!d,d na trin y ur 11 JJiwedd y cyfnod cynhallcsyddol,
ArdrlN=1 1b.:hwtsdd 1 'n wynrhu'r dwyr.lin ger i\lacn-y -
I\.udd h-d :11C.1ler 'hdi,hryng:lcr o Ots yr Rlarn rn ygoglcdJ.

AlLt<ra1rglw twr :tr ochr ddchcuol ,. ddfrvn. «'i

.molh,-,nl -m \ hen-v-G.wr.scf hryndler arall o Ocs -r
HI..trn, [k-C<Ir dy tyr.wo gykhonld cl-u:m 1 llwyfatlli<HI
tu.yn tvny.:h )'nghyd:1r.hyiundrt'tnau CdC<u cysy Iltiol tul"r
"*"Ink! <rlbnn." Horllewlll. ac yn arbcnnig wa-r de ddwl'run
i-rg:wr. \LIt-rant'dJtad;lll a'r izyfund rdnau eaea u y L:ytciriwyd
.nynt dd t\W\Ttlui m .uhcnmo helateth. Ctetr am;\c:tdau ac
IMcddt.ul.w o'r 1tvited_t-r 17ail ganriiocdJ a.: <HlIfU\Cadau'r
IkdJf.w <.W Tir n'r I'lrdd g:llirif dros y n: tll 'lwstw r ar 1bll.
,-rch h -nn-y I-,-t.m <Jhon:nt hclhH:h yn ychwauept'n iawr ac
>ititri.ad h.lncyddol ,. nnwdd mw .

I>.tdlemn-d"* wtlir .n 1T HIbl fd y ym udodd grym Jro,
>fand © .unMo)ttli<>Ifan 1!anoltin, o tryng:ItT Pcn---C:cr
1111Jiwrdd y .:ytnod L-mh;lnesyddol i C.monum 1C:acrhun)
N\nlyu n ycyfnod Rhutdnig:ac: u Gacrh un inail! ai Castdl ncu-r
mwnt yn t\hal-y<nfn ! ncn'r dda u hwyrach) yn yr Orsordd

AE DYEERYN"CONWY
EY:

NWY VALL

‘R CO

t\neddiadau a chy(undrefn caeart Mael1-y-Bardd.
Moen-y-Bardd setdements and field system.
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a<:ross the north eastern flanks of the Carneddau ridge ro rhe
west. An earlier. preh istoric route is still marked by a number
of standing stones.induding the pair in Bwich y Ddeufaen itself
which has given-the pass its name.

The slopes on either side of the tributary valley of Afon
Tafolog leading up to Bwlich y Ddeufaen contain an exceedingly
rich, relicit archaeological landscape of considerable antiquity and
comple:xi ty.reflecting recurrent periods of
intense land use and activity, with a great variery and densiry
of archaeological monuments from the Neolithic to the
medieval and post-mcdieval periods.Two such concentrations
are of particu lar interest.

The first is on thenorth side of the valley and extends
from Bwich y Ddeufaen, north eastwards between roughly the
300m and 450m c:ontours,as far as Craig Celynin.It contains
several Neolithic and Bronze Age funerary and ritual
monuments.including the cairns and standing stones in Bwichy
Ddeufaen, Bardodiad y Gawres cairn. Cerrig Pryfaid stone
circle and the Maen- --Bardd burial chamber,and well over
|OOhaof relict, late prehistoric hut circles. hut groups,
enclosures, field walls, cultivation banks and terraces, straddling
the south east facing slopes around Maen-y-Bardd as far as
Caer Bach, an Iron Age fort in the nor th.

The second conceentration is on the south side of the
valley, centred on the Iron Age hillfort of Pen-y-Gaer, where
there are concentrations of hut circles and hou se platforms,
often with associated field systemsto the north west, the
west.and especially to the south east of the fort.The latter
settlements and field systemsare particularly extensive. Both
concentrations, however, are overlain in parts by enclosures
and settlements of the 16th and 17th centuries, and by
Parliamentary Enclosures of the 19th centu ry,which by now
all add considerably to the historic character of this landscape.

It has been argued that the area demonstrates clear shifts
over time in the centlre of power,from Pen-y-Gaer hillfort in
the late prehistoric pc riod to Canovium (Caerhun) in the
ensuing Roman period;and from Caerhun to either Castell
or the motte atTal-y-cafn (or possibly both) in che medieval
period.The English conquest saw a further, more radical, shift
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Canol. Yndilyn y gorc.gymad S!isnig symudw yd I"Jnolfn y
gr)m ymhellach, yn fwy r.1dll"al, o+ ardal i'r ru allan, y11sgil
ef)diu .:1stell a hwrdelsdrcf Edwardaidd yng Nghonwy.

Yn'y ffynonellau dogfennol ccir rhagor o oleuni :1r T) w
S) m:-tmr o fan) hon y newidiadau hrn. Yn yr Oc ocdd C:wol.
yr ocdtl yr arda | yng nghwmwd Arllechwedd baf gyd.|
rhrcfgorddau alllr Glyn, Gron:mt, Castcll a Llanbedr ynddo.
Ccir rh)w gymaint o :ISICTWydd ynglyn a lleoliz:ld y ganolfan
w inrddol, ncu'r faerdrcf)1l) cwmwd hwn, ond y mwyaf
rchygol y'w saflc yng Nghastell (ger Maes-)'-Castcil hwyra<.:h)
ncuwrrh y rnwnr yn Nhal-y-cafn. Ar y saflc diwerh af, rhOl'd
nri decnamiaid Macn::tn yn iawn am dir a ildiwyd ami Eclward
dd: tys)'lltu Abary Aberconw y oddi wrth Gonwy. Awgr)11:1
hyn fod y myn Glyn n Gronanr, yn Nhal-y-cafn, yn wrciddiul
nJir hrenhinol. LL.: hynna  I'T ncdd safle'r ganolfan
wemyddol,) n ol nob !;ulwg )yt ocdd y llysa‘r f:lcrdrd wian
pcidlo :i gwcith rcdu yn 'y cwmwd hwn cyn y goresg}lllal
\.:1nig, gan fod )" gwns:: n: erhnu Ibfur gwrog:t rh 1°r llys
hrenhmol ci-oc =wed1-u rrosglwyddo i lys r camwd qjtago h
1n Abtergw)ngregin ruallan i'r artbl (n. 113-116 ).

Dcfnytfdiwrd ffyllonelbu dogfennol o'r 1Sled gannl )111l 111
1 ofnodl :amgau'r riroedd hyn)n raddol gan srad.w hom-dJ
irwnld ycifnud ol-g:anolorsol. D.Hth y hroscs i 'w hantcrth i1
lla\\ 11) n sgil) Dcddfau C:lll T1r yn y 19cdd ganrif. ,\r dded\rau r
2010:d g.11rif, st-frdlw)-d gwairh lliminiwm )'da 'i on,;1l dr)\1.111
,n\1 i huny11 Nolgarrog yn ci [lylknwi. Yn 1925, rorrodJ
1raga.: gan ddlnistrio'n rhannol siam hr ghddu Nteollthi).\,
I'nnh I.lwrJ, tofaduil : orocsodd am Illunmil o flyn,dJocdd

1 mwedd 31\\f)wiol a d1) focthog t-i h.1neym.lI.

CRYNODI!B

RIi(cyf HI\V (Gw) -1
RInfllllp™) "Keli 22

Al11pAO L.tmdrauget 115
:>ir fl.;ruorol Garyu dd

Attetltor.lod 11nedol  coumy

Pri( tldynodiudau  Mue ritan orllewmol yr artllll yw Mbare

hdnceth Cceoocdlaetltol Eryri. .Mae'r ardal y11 cynntt'YS:
GwarciJodfa Natttr Genedlaetltol Cocd Dolgmmg:
Sa{lc o Ddiddordeb Gtll)'ddo11ol Arbetmig Mor{.r
Uclit{, Dyffryn Conwy; Hcnebion Cofrcstredig
cacr Ru(cinig Canovium (Caerlum), aueddiad0lo
n chy(wrdrefn caeau Maen-y-Bnrdd.

Meilli pr.111i( 2,3

Mae topogra{fi'r tirwedd yn amrywiol, )" ynusstyl]
wr draws pen isaf Dyff0™ Comll)' a-r ucltcldIf
cyfagos ar lethratt gog/edd ddwyrciniol )' Caroreddau
y11g ngogledd Eryri,ne yn cynntV)'S tystiol11cth
grei,ol hclaetb dda hyd beddirvam ddc(nydd tir.
tramwyfcydd ac amddif{ynfcydd o'r cyfnod
cynhanesyddol ymlaell.Maer ardal yn cynmv)S:
stambrutt claddu Neolithtg; cofadetltau angladdol

a defodol o Oes yr Efydd; bryttgauatt, olleddiudull a
chy(wdrt(natt caeauo Oes yr Haeanr; caer 11 ffordd
RIm{einig; mwnt,aneddindau a chy{undrc{ttall
caeau'r Oesocdd Canal; amgaeadau'r Dedd fau Cau
Tir; gorsaf drydan-dt/Jr a gwatllt alimmiwm cyomar.

r,./11/11")'sliC

Ffynoncllau detholedig I Selected sources

m the centre of power from the area ro the outslde.with
the creatlon at Conwy of the Edwardian casrle and borough.
Documentary sources shed more light on some of the
detalls of these changes. In the medieval penod.the area fell
w1th10 the commote of Arllechwedd lIsaf.and the bond
rownships of Glyn.Gronant, Castell and Llanbedr fell within it.
Uncertainty surrounds the location of rhe administrative centre
or maerd ref of this commote.but a sire ar Casreil (possibly near
Maes-y-Castell) or near the motte at Tal-y-cafn is most
likely.At the latter locarion, land was granted to tenants of
Maenan in compensation for land surrendered to accom modate
the displacement of Aberconwy Abbey from Conwy by Edward.
This suggests that land in Glyn and Gronant, at Tal-y-cafn.was
originally royal land.Wherever the adminlstr;Hive centre was
located,!t seems likely that a traditional llysand maerdref
complex had ceased to operate m thls commore before the
Engllsh conquest, as the labour services due to the royal
court had already been transferred to the Ilysof the adlacem
commote at Abergwyngregyn outside the area (pp. 113—116).
Documentary sources from the 15th centUry onwards
have been used to chart the gradual enclosule of these
lands by the emerging gentry estnes of the posr-medieval
period.The process culminated wlthwholesa le Parliament:.: ry
Enclosures during the 19th century.The beginnmg of the 20th
cenrury saw the establishment of an alumn11Um works supplied
by its ow n hydro-electric power station at Dolg<rrog.In 1925.
the dam bursr and parrly destroyed rhe Porth Liwyd Neolithic
chambered tomb which had survived for five millennia In this
historically rich and diverse landscape.

SUMM ARY

Re(numbflr HIW (Gw} 4
Index map no. 22

0OS mop Landrongrr 1iS

Former coun ry Gwynedd
Unitary authority — Conwy

The wmem parr of 1/le area Is wnh111 the Sno.N donio
National Park.Tioe area Includ<J:Cotd Ooltorrog NaltOnol
Nature Reserve; Mor(o Ucha(.Oyffryn Conwy, Site a(
Spe6ol Sdentific InterescConovium (Caemun) Romon fort.
Moen-y-Bordd seltiemenu and field system Schedul d

Principal area
designations

At>dent Monumenu.
Criteria 2.3
Contents and Atopogrophically doverse Idndscopt, Slloddling the lower
significance Conwy volley and adjacent uplands on the nonh easlem

flanks of the Carncddou ridge Innorth Snowdonia,
containing extensive ond well-preserved relic! evidence of
land ust, communicalions and defence (rom the prehistoroc
penod onwardsThe area includes: Neolilhlc chambered
tombs; Bronze Age (unerory and roluo/ monumenu; Iron Age
hHiforrsselliemenu ond field systems:a Roman (ort and
rood; medieval moae.sealemenu ond field systems;
Por6omenrory Enclorufej;on early ftydto-deanc power
station and ofuminrum worlu.

C.A. G1l-esham."The Comrnotal Centre of Arllechwedd Isaf'. Transactions o( the Caernarvonshire Historical Society, 40 (1979), 11-16.

E.Jones, and D. Gwyn, Dolgorrog: An Industrial History (Gwynedd Archives:Caernarfon 1989).

T.Joncs Pierce,'Some Tendencies in the Agrarian History of Caernarvonshlre during the Later Middle Ages' inJ. Bevcrley Smith,
ditor. Medieval Welsh Society: Selected Essays byijones Pierce (University of Wales Press:Cardiff 1972). 39—-60.

Royal Commission on Ancient and Historical Monuments in Wales. Inventory,Caemarvonshire | (East) (HMSO 1956).
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CREUDDYN A CHONWY
CREUDDYN AND CONWY

Castell; trefa phontyvdd Conwy.

Conwy. Castle; town and bridges.

Disgrifiad o'r tirwedd

\a -1 :nd-11 yn cylinwy's rhan iscif;thber Afon Con wy a'r rir tu
,rfn ar r ddwy ochr.i\lae'r ochroghld ddwy reiniol yn.:ynnwys
hanner gogkddol .:wmwd canol )csol Crc uddy nac ynddo Ben
I Gngmh a Th rwyn )" Fuwch .t'r br)-niau a'r cefnennau isel
sv'n u ¢ -sylltu ;I'r tir mawr. Tua'r de orlkwin mac'r ardal
yn .ynnwys Mynydd y Drcf (Conwy), Grsrell, trcf gacrog a
phomydd Ccmwy. Mac'n ardal am rywiol iawn 0 mn topograffi
a golrgfa, s(n d:nplru :rmr}wiacrh 0 gcfndirocdd naruriol i'r
nghrdffti:tu 0 wnith dyn sydd wecdi'u hargraffu’n drwm arni.
-tae Pen y Gogarth pl hcnrhyn m:twr @i phcn gwast:td
iddo, yn codi hyd at 207m uwchben SO gyd:1g ochrau a
:hI11 wyni calchf:u:n mewn haenau llorweddol wedi'u
hamlygu'n ddr:1ma rig. \L;1c'r nodweddion naturiol hyn
yn darparu .:cfndir trawiadol idref a .:hyr.:hfan gwyliau
frnuri: idd Ua ndudno, a s:tif wnh fon Pen y Goprth .1r yr
m:hr agos:If at y tir mawr. Yn yr un modd , mac al->cr Afon

sS4

Landscape description

The area includes the lower part of the estuary of the River
Conwy and its hinterland on either side.The north east side
encompasses the north half of the medieval commote of

-creuddyn, including the Great and Little Orme's Headsand the

low hillsand ridges linking them to the mainland.To the south
west, the area includes Conwy Mountain.Conwy Castle. walled
town and bridges.Topographically and scenically the

area is very diverse, providing avariety of natural settings for
the works of man which are heavily imprinted on it.

The Great Orme is a large, flat topped peninsula rising
to 207m above OD with dramatically exposed, horizontally -
bedded limestone flanks and cliffs.These natural features
provide a spectacular backdropto the planned Victorian cown
and resort of Llandudno sited at the base of the Orme on
its landward side. Equally, the Conwy estuary and Conwy
Mountain rising to over 200m above OD in the west create
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LAN DSCAPES Of

Conwy a Mynydd vy Dref, sy'n codi hyd at 200m uwcbben
SO )n y gorllewin, yn creu ccfndir addas i'r ponrydd, castell
Edwardia idd a rhref glerog rrefedigol Conwy.

Mlle gan yr ardal wmywioeth gyfoethog o gof:Ideiliau
arc:hrolegol pwysig sydd wedi'u cadw'n dda ac yn dangos ci
datblygiad hanesyddol o'r adegau cynharaf hyd y presennol.
Ym Mhen y Gogarth, mae dilyoiant eithriadol o lawn o
weddillion cynnar, o'r ogofiiu Uwch Balacolithig sy'n cynnwys
Ogof Kendrick, trwy siambr gladdu Neolirhig Llety'r Filiast,
carncddau a mwynglooddfeydd copr randdaearol hel<ech o Oes
yr Eiydd sydd ymysg y cynharaf yn Ewrop, hyd ar y cylchocdcl
cyriau cynhanesyddol .diwedd<!r a'r fryngacr o Oes yr Haearn
ynl Mhen Dinas. Mae hefyd nifer o weddillion penhnasol
sy'n cysyllcu'r saileoedd hyn 5'igilydd i ffurfio p:mwm yn
r tirwedd. Y dysriolaenh benn:i o breswyliad Rhufeinig yw
nifer o ddarnau arian a ganfuwyd yno, tm bo'r enw 'Orme'

a ddefn yddir yn y Sasneg, yn deillio o*r Llychlyncg, un o'r
>.:hydig f:Innnu o'r fath yng Ngwyncdd. Mac sarlcoedJ Uw..:h
1\.daolirhig pwysig ar Drwyn y Fuwch yn ogysml, yn cynnwys
ogof Pant r Wennol, ac nr gopa Mynydd y Dref mac bryngacr
o0 Oeyr Haearn. Castcll Caer Llcion.

Yn y13cdd gmrif, adcibdwyd henol Gogarrh. scf
pllsdy csgohion Bangor ar ochr ddehcuoll'cn y Gog; rrh lie
gdhr gweld yr olion hrd heddiw,ac m:tc Eglwrs S;m Tudno
ar'yr <whr ogleddol yn tkillio o tua't un adcg. O amgylch
yr.:glwys. weclir olion sylwcddol gwrymiau 11 chwysi o
g:lnlyniad i drin y tir, I rhain wcdi'u cadw'n dda a rhn:Ir un
0(J, 1I:H:'n dcbyg. I'r de ddwyr in 0 Ben r Gogann. gyfcrhrn
‘1 Chonwy ar lan yr aher, bu Dcganwy'n bn pw)-sifl, yn h:mes
Cymm )(ydol rn yr ocs ar <)l y cyfnod Rhufrinig, gan rcoli <:g
yr at.m. Yn 01 rraddodliad rma s: fai llys fvbelgwn Gwynedd a
sonnir amd:tno frl Arx Dccanwrum yn AD 822, nchododd
Rob...n 0 Ruddlan g<slcll rmn rua 10SO, adcil:td 3 ddacr h i
fedd1.1111 Llywelyn Fnwr ym 1200. Mae'n debyg y dinisrriwyd
y ..:Nell ol:tfg;Ln Llywelyn ap Gruffudd ym J 263, ac IN\ac'r
ff.lith iJd o newid dwyllo'n ami cyn hynny'n ad Iwyrchl:td o
hwysiJ!rwydd gwleidyddol a srrntegol vy safle.

Yr <hrarall i'r af,nn, adribdwyd rrcf gacarog a Chasrcll
Conwy an Edward 1:vm 1283- 6 fel un o gyfres i sicrh,1u

Cadw: Welsh Historic Monuments.
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Abar A(on Conwy o Gastell Ccmwy gyd,l Peny
Gogarth a ClJastell Degamvyy1l y pellter y tu
drall.li'r trvr.

The Conwy estuary from Conwy Castle with the
Great Orme and Deganwy Castle in the distance
beyond the tower.

a fining backdrop for the bridges. Edwardian castle and
planted. walled town of Conwy.

The area has a rich variety of well-preserved and significant
archaeological monuments demonstrating itS historical
development from the earliest times to the present.The Great
Orme contains an exceptionally full sequence of early remains,
from the Upper Palaeolithic caves, which include Kendrick's
Cave. through the Neolithic burial chamber of Uety'r Filiast,
the Bron:Le Age cairns and extensive underground copper
mines which are among rhe earliest in Europe. to che late
prehistoric hut circles and Iron Age hillfort of Pen Dinas.
There are also a number of related remains which link these
sites together into a landscape pattern. Evidence for Roman
occupation comes principally rrom a number of coin finds.
whdst the name of the Orme iuelf is Norse in origin.one of
only a few such places in Gwynedd.The Little Orme also has
significant Upper Palaeolithic sites.including the Pant y Wennol
cave.whilst the summit of Conwy Mountain is crowned by
the Iron Age hillfort of Castell Caer Lieion.

In the 13th century. Gogarth Grange, a palace of the
bishops of Bangor, was built on the south side of the Orme
where its remains can still be seen, while St Tudno's Church
on the northern side dates from about the same time.Around
this. there are substantial and well-preserved remains of ridge
and furrow cultivation which are assumed to be of a similar
age. South east of the Orme.on the opposite side of the
estuary to Conwy. Deganwy played an important role in Welsh
history throughout the post-Roman period, controlling the
mouth of the river.Tradition makes it the llysor court of
Maelgwn Gwynedd,and it is mentioned asArx Decantorum
in AD 822, with a castle being built about 1080 by Robert of
Rhuddlan.before it was passed to Llywelyn Fawr in 1200.The
last castle was probably destroyed by Llywelyn ap Gruffudd in
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d ocuc.hafi,,crh m Oglcdd Cymru. Fc'u hadeiladwyd ar sallc
nwnachlog Sistersaidd Abcrconwy, a symudwyd i Fnennn.

> |<e muriau'r dref a'r casrell wedi'u cadw'n cithri:: dol o dda,
er yt ymddengys na wnaerh y bwrdciswyr gymr}'d y.:yfan

o-r rir o fewn r muriau, ne mai dim ond yn y 18fcd a'r 19edd
gdnrifocdd y darbl ygwyd 1L:1\ver ohono. Ychydig o'r adeiladau
<’nnar a oroesodd hrd heddiw, ond mac T)' Aberconwy a
Phlas Mawr, Iy rrd diweddarach o oesy Frenhines Elisabeth
L\f, -n werth sylwi arnynt.

Ar Beny Cogarth, yn rhyng-gysylltu ar rnwyngloddfcydd
o Oc!: yr Efydd. magweddillion gweithgarcdJan mw)'ngloddin
i:Opro’r 16fed i'r L9edd gamifoedd. Mac hams mwyngloddio
<r Beny Goga nh yn I cyfnod ol- ,;anolocsol wedi cacl ei
;.ofrwd i'n weddol dda. Cr merwyd pryclles newydd iaii-
JJc.:hrtu gwecirhio'r hen fw -ngloddfcydd yn Pyllau -ic61 1692
ph;trh:lOdLI [;With doddiO rsheic.liol )1 ystod Y 18ftd ganrif,
)tb-r prit gyfnod gw< irhg rtetkl )11 UII0-50 pan gynhyrchywd
" mwyll goratigiut tw 'nglawdJ T-Cwyn. Fodd bynnag, Jal'th
" <w:uth i btennbyn -r IROatt.

U'r CiInol ©soedd diwedda r ymlatn, C)'$ylltwyd hanc:\
J_nhlygiad w arJ ll;,-r ttulu Nlostyn a ocJ,! )"j hrif scdd yng
gloddt>irh. 1\u tt-ulue><kl cr lill ;i*u seddau ym lhcnrlwn.
J),,d-s..11 KM 2 \LIrl, ht'fy, I yn ddyl;tn\I'ldol yn yswd ,.
cyinod hwn. FodJ hymt.tg. llwydd<>dd ). tculu \to t)'nigynyd
du
Iltwn ar <11 grym gwkidyddol yn y'rod yr 17ail ganrii*
lerh.itt ymhtn 1h<r ,ung,iu tir Comill LLIndudll<l;tr eu .:yter
cu hull11ll v o 213, :\rwenuudd kL, I'nghyd :1 phohlo;:nnJd
® "n"ddol ymdrodu n ,. m@, -H scfydluadarblgu rn:ia
,-bH.:htan """-h.tu gynlluntedig Ll1ndud no.1r y tir fu gym \'il
;;omm. Cyn h)-nn,. yrocdd I.L111dudno wnli hod rn rmunnl
ih:h;)nghy;b JITHIL11g\nh:wwl yn hyw 1r iwntloddJU.
nesms - phyg(>(l.

Ym 1)16, di\\),'doJd Uwen \\'illiHLh, s rttwr o Yily*®
> Yon. "ntwdd .i-r trd.tl t bu h) tm(n b.trdulll dtlo:hrw
SIHN QLI pdiNdL. [1Lt<th \'tHi\mi< o agglisItl tod y emtll
L-lddut druzth )1, lilt- LrdtkrdH>1 d n:t w:lizm gl.1n mi>r
11 nolurw-dd. <-:d.\ d-iedl:1d ) rhetltindd yT onkl
I Lldudno n It\WIL Lyrrl:tld h.dw,lJ i -Irtlllocdd diw)-Jiannol
Cu:dt«dJ Orl kK\\'1111 Ch1110l)ir Llogr. -dltblygodd yo gytlym
L1 reol.wrh St.td \t"rvn o )l:11%0l ) Th-Jd gmril ymlacn.
(;weyryr Empir<;, Lt 1deibdw-J ylll | 5-1, nbdd y Plo.: nwd.:rn
,'nut o 'wpan,.:\\-hlh:lwyd y ;;okud- ym | 03 <K agnrwyd
I'tcr v 11":'-.Cwblhiwd \brine Dnw fcl C)khdlidl n
Amplrh I'ell ) Gotn b )1t I 7Za-r dramlfordd 1 weirhrtthr i
l-hchl't tynd 1gopl I'en ) CngHth ym | IH, wedyn y Summn
C11,:1-m 190) J. \w-rdrd ti Iwn w,-di cldw-r rh:lll fwz-,t o
tI\'rnld ne adeil -td,tu neFicrori:J,ac  yn parh:u hyd hcJdiw
irod :n ull or tnfi ['wyliau gbn me>r gorau ci chynllun pn
>lhrydain, gyda'r rhodfa grom ar hyd glan ) mo)r )' gcgledJ
yn un o'rilolyr:fq-dd pemnrn uol mwyaf hynod a hanlda f
ng Nghyrnru.

Yrocdd ) rhcilftordd 1Lil\dudno'n tysyllw {1r hrif
letn o Cacr i Catergyhi yng Nghyffordd Unnd udno. Ni'r
brii Itin i Gonwy ar arglawdd ac wc:dyn trwy bont diwh
h;lc:1tn™ gynlluniwyd a.: a adciladwrd gan Srcphcnsun.

Yr o(-dd hon, < manylion ..yfykhog arni, yn cydwecddu a-r
cJstell a'r hont ffordd grog a gwblhaw yd gn Tclford ym
1S26. Ychwanegwyd ail hom fiordd ym 1958, onJ cuddswyd
: drydcdd grmisflll ar gyfer GwibffordJ yr ASS, sy'n

g mpwairh bciri<inyddol ymldi ci hun, mewn rwncl o rannau
<onnit anfcrthw>:di'u creu yml:ten lbw; \1 cbddu o dan
a&r Afon Conwy.
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1263,and the frequent changes of possession before this event
clearly reflect the political and strategic importance of the site.

Across the river.the bastide town and castle of Conwy
was built by Edward | in 1283—6 as one in a series to secure
his conquest of North Wales. It was built on the site of the
Cistercian monastery of Aberconwy which was moved to
Maenan.The town woallsand castle are exceptionally well-
preserved,although it appears that much of the original area
within the town walls was never taken up by burgesses.and
only became developed in the 18th and 19th centuries. Few
early buildings now survive, but Aberconwy House and Plas
Mawr,a later. Elizabethan town house, are notable.

On the Great Orme, interconnecting with the Bronze Age
mines, there are remains of copper mining activities from the
16th to 19th centuries.The post-medieval history of mining
on the Orme isfairl;f well documented.The old mines at Pyllau
were reworked after 1692 when a new lease was taken out, and
mining continued intermittently during the 18th century. with a
main phase olf activity occurring between 1820-50
when the best ore was produced by the T9 Gwyn mine.
However, by the 1880s, working had been abandoned.

From the late medieval period onwards.the history and
development of the area is linked with the Mostyn family
whose principal sear. was at Gloddaeth.Other families with
seats at Penrhyn. Bodysgallen.and Mart, were also influential
during this period. Hlowever, the Mostyns were able to
greatly increase theilr political power inthe 17th century, and
eventually secured for themselves the enclosure of Llandudno
Common in 1843.This, coupled with the increasing popularity
of the sea-bathing cult, led to the foundation and development
of the planned town and resort of Llandudno on the former
common. Hitherto. l.landudno had been a small,remote, self-
sufficient communit)lliving on mining, farming and fishing.

A chance visit b)'Anglesey-bern surveyor, Owen Williams.
in 1846.precipitated developments.Williams thought the
common an ideal site for a fashionable new seaside resort
with its two shores.'Within easy reach of the industrial
North West and Midlands with the opening of the railways.
Llandudno quickly developed under the control of the
Mostyn Estate from the mid-19th century onwards.The Empire
Hotel, built in 1854, was the first modern block of shops, the
lighthouse was completed in 1863,and the Piet- opened in
1877. Marine Drive was completed in a circuit around the
Great Orme in 1878 and the funicular tramway to the top
of the Orme in t903, followed by the Summit Cafe in 1909.
The town itself still iretains most of its Victorian grandeur
and buildings,and remains today as one of the best planned
seaside resorts in Britain,with the curving marine parade
along the north showe one of the most remarkable and finest
architectural sights in Wales.

The railW<ly to llandudno connected with the main
Chesterto Holyhead line at Llandudno junction.The latter
reached Conwy across an embankment and through a tubular
bridge of iron, designed and built by Stephenson.With its
crenelated details, this complemented both the castle and the
existing suspension ;road bridge completed byTelford in 1826.
A second road bridge was added in 1958, but the descision was
taken to hide from view the recently completed third crossing,
for the ASS Expressway,which, as an engineering masterpiece in
its own right. runs in massive sectional pre-cast concrete
tunnels submerged under the Conwy estuary.
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CRY NODEB SUMMARY

Rhifcyf HLW(Gtu}5 Re(number HL.W(Gw)S

Rhif nrapmynegai 23 Index Mop no. 23

MapAO Landrang :r 115,116 0S mop Londrongr 115,116
Sir f/acnoro/ Gwynedd Former county Gwynedd
Awdurdod unedol  Conrry Unitary outhorlty  Conwy

Prif ddynodiadau
bclaeth

Mac rhanrrau de orllewinol pellafyr ordalo feum
Pare Cct edlaetlol Eryri.Maér ardal Y" cymrry:s:
Safleoedd o Ddiddo!deb Grryddonol Arbennig
Gloddacth, Peny Gogartb, Trwyn y Fttwch, Coed
Neuadd Moria Phydcw; Saf/coedd Gul4"/;oda th
Orstc/1a muriall tref Conwy a Ph/asMaw1;

Principal area
designations

The extredne sourh srem ports of ! Mofe<i orf wililfn
Ihe Snowd011lo Notional Pori<. The area Indudes: Gloddoech,
Great OnneHeed.Ullle Onne's Head.Mori Hon &=
ond Pydew Sites ofSpeclol Sdemi(ic InrettSt;Conwy Coslk
ond town wds ond Plds Mowr GuordioMhip Shes;Conwy
and Uondudno CMservationAreas.

Ardalocdd Cadwraeth Conwy a Uandrtdno. Criteria 1,3
Meiniprawf 1,3 Contenuond This mainly coastallondscope,comprising he Gr<01 and
Cwmrws < Mac'r tirrvedd bwn yn tm arfordirol yn bentta{. slgniflconce Lillle Otme's Heo<!s ond the lower port ofthe Conwy
a;.,ryddoctid yn <yuinys Peny Gogarlb, Tnv)elt y Fttwch a rllo:111 estuary andits hinterland in north Snowdonia contains

isll{ moryd Collwy a-r tir 111 cefn yug ngogledd
Eryri,ac moe yl1ddo dystiokmh o ddt{nydd tir a.c
attheddiad amrywiol iaum o'r cyfnod cyllbancsyddol
C)'llitI'hyd at y presetmol.Mae'r ardal )™ cymtW)'s:
StIffocdd ogo{lJ/f Uwch Baloeolitltig; siam/Jr gladdu
NeolitiJig: mwynglodd{cydd conr helacth o Des

yr Efydd sy'n rmigryw ym Mltrydain; 1Jij'llgacarau,
11lleddiadau a chyfwrdrefnart caeau o Oes y!
Haenm; Casu/l DegmJwy; Caste// a tbref goearog
Comvy, sy'nun o- , cughreifftim; gorme i oroesi
yl1 £wrop; macnol,aneddiodau n Ihyfundrefmm
eacart 0"t Callol Oesoedd; tai'r bonedd ¢'r cyfnod
61-gauo/oeso/; gweddillion mrryngloddio copr
diweddar; pomydd craga thiwb C.omvy; Ire{
W)'liau Llandudno, 1111 gynlbmicdig o ocs Fictori,J
fic O Tiw ei pJumsnrniiletl 11110t gorau o'i ilatb yug
Nghymrrt. Mae Caste// <imrtrinx ¢, Conll')')™
Saflc 1rc{tadnNb Byd.

evidence o{ highly diverse land 1/Seand setdement (rom the
early prehistoric period to tile presentThe ortoincludes:
Upper Poloeofilhic cove sites; o Neorrlhic chombertd tomb;
extensive, 8rone Age copper mines unporaileled in Britain;
IronAge hil/(orts.settlements ond (leld systems:Degon"Y
CaJrle;Conwy Ccstk on<f wo.9%e<I boslide rown, one of the
best wl"living exomples In Europe:0 medirvol gronge,
settlements ond (Itld systems; post-medieval genuy houses;
recent copper mining remolns;lhe Conwy suspension on<f
whulor brid s:Uondudno plonnedl'lctorion fitlort town.
orcllitecwrolly one OF the finest ofits rype inWares.Conwy
Cosde ond town wolls ore oWorld Heritoge Sete.

Ffynoncllau detholedig | Selected sources

M. Aris.Historic Landscapes ofthe Great Orme (Gwasg Carreg Gwalch:llanrwst 1996).

AD. Carr,'Medieval Gloddaith', Transactions of the Caernarvonshire Historical Society. 38 (1977), 7-32.

D.G. Griffith, The Creuddyn Peninsula, 1750 —1914", Transactis,ns of the Caernarvonshire Historical Socery.21 (1960). 134-148.
I.W. Jones, L/andudno, Queen of theWelsh Resorts Oohn jones Cardiff Led: Cardiff 1975).

Royal Commission on Ancient and Historical Monuments in Wales. Inventory,Caernarvonshire | (Easel (HMSO 1956).

D. Smirh, The Great Orme Copper Mines (Creuddyn Publications: Llandudno 1989).

I.Soulshy, 1983. The Towns o( MedievalWales (Phillimore: Chichester 1983), Conwy 110-115.
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DyffiyniAber o Draeth Lafan.

The Aber valley from Lavan Sands.

Disgrifiad o'r tirwedd

:-Llc"r :udal hon yn cynnwys y rbimyn :'Irfordirol cui, yr

u.:heldir a llechweddau rhancdig gogleddnl y CarnedJ:u yng

ngogkdd Eryri. Mae ei thupograffi yn amrywiol invn gyc.la

dyffryn noedd Afonydd Anafon :1c Aher yn gafnau clwfn yn ne

urll.®™z n yr ardal hyd at gopaon cefn dcuddwr y Gyrn,

Drosgol. C:arnedd Uchaf, Fuel Fras n'r Drum sy'n codi rhwng

5580 a

'116m uw.:hbcn SO. Yn ye banner dwjreiniol, m:w'r rhimyn

:Arfordirol cui yu ymdoddi i'r llechwcddau a'r pcnrirocdd ar

yr arrordir gan esgyn yn serrh ar lwyfandlr yr ucht>ldir rhwng

250 a 450m uwchben SO, ac rn ymesryn o ddyffr yn Abcr hyJ

:r Odw)g>fylchi. Yn y de ddwyrain, mae 13wichy Ddeufacn

yn fiordd naruriol at Ddyff ryn Con-wy sydd Y tu allan i'r ::trdal

(tt. 81— 83), tea ceir Traerh Lafan hefyd yng ngogledd or!lew in

yr ardallle’r oedd y ffordd hancsyddol o Fon yn croesi.
Ynyrilrdal ceir toreth gyfoethogo olion o'r cyfnod

cvn hancsyddol, y Canol Oesoedd a‘r cyfnodau diweddnr,

)'n :<rlwnnig s:0c ffatri fwycill Neolithig ac un o'r clystyrau

pwysicaf o gof:tdeiUau angladdol a defodolo Os rr Efydd yng

ngorllewin Prydain. Abergwyngregyn ocdd canolfan cwmwd

i\ rlkochwedd Ucha f a hoff gartrcf tywysogion Gwrnedd yn y

I k-Jd ganrif.Cdr nifer o ffyrdd hynafol yn yr: rdal hcfyd gan

gynnwys Yy ffordd Rufcinigi Canuviurn (Cacrbun) yn Nyffryn

<'nnwy. Er y cofnodwyd vy dystiolaerh yn y maes yn wcddol

dda, ceir Uuo bosibiliadau o ran rhagor o wairh, gan gynnwys

:151"udio ffynonell au hanesyddol, dogfeonol.

Landscape descriptions

This area comprisesthe narrow coasr.al strip. uplands and
dissected northern flanks of the Carneddau ridge in north
Snowdonia.The topography is markedly varied with the sou th
west half of the area deeply dissected by the valley of the
Rivers Anafon and Aber up to the watershed summits of Gyrn.
DrosgoL Garnedd Uchaf, Foel Fras and Drum which rise to
between 580 and 926rn above OD.In the east half, the narrow
coastal strip gives way to coastal slopes and headlands that
rise steeply to an upland plateau between 250 and 450m above
OD, extending from tne Aber valley to Dwygyfylchi. In the
south east, the Bwich y Ddeufaen pass provides a natural route
to the Conwy valley which is outside the area (pp.81-83),
whilst Lavan Sands (Traech Lafan).crossed by the line of the
historic route from Anglesey, has been included on the north
west of the area.

The area contains a rich wealth of upstanding remain s
from the prehistoric, medieval and later periods.most notably
a Neolithic axe factory site and one of the most important
concentrations of Bronze Age funerary and ritual monu ments
in western Britain. Abergwyngregyn was the commotaf centre
of Arllechwedd Uchaf. and a favourite residence of the princes
of Gwynedd in the 13th century.The area also has a number
of trackways of anc ient origin including the line of the Roman
road to Canovium (Caerhun) in the Conwy valley.Although
the field evidence is fairly well-recorded, there is much
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Cafwrd pennau bwyeill cerrig o saflc'r ffarri fwyeill
-Jeolirhig yng Nghraighvru, ac yn 6l yr engh reifftiau bynny a'u
darganfuwyd, fe'u dosbarthwyd yn hclacth fel darnau parod
i'w caboli mcwn mannau cyn beliedii de Prydain, Yr Alb::m
a'r lwerddon. Dichon iod llcoliad yr adnodd hwn,yn rha nnol,
yn grfrifol am y doreth o gobdeiliau angladdol a dcfodol a
lled yn yrardnl tu:diwedd y cyfnod hwn :cyn Oes yr Efydd
wedy n, yn nrbcnnig uwchben Graiglwyd yng nghyffiniau
Cykh y Dcrwyddon. -iac'r safleoedd, a geir yn fynych mcwn
dyst -r;HI neu fynwcnrydd, rn cynnwys gwahanol garneddi,
c-khoedd cerrig, .:istfeini, meini hirio n ac ati, ac yn ymcstyn
1dd; (iryn Abcr yn y gorllcwin a thrw)' 1-'wichy Ddenfaen
Jraw i"rde. O £my math hwn o dystiolaeth, hon yw un o"r
zudyiocdd cyfncthoc;f J phwysicaf yng ngorllewin Prydain.

I'i wydd ys lle"r oedd adeiladwyr ysnfleoedd hyn rn byw,
ond Jichon ci hod yn arwyddocaol y ceir yn yr <Irdal hdyd
Iwsi\T o hc:ntyrr:w cerrill 0sg. scf saHeoedd c(>inio cyfunol
a odd yn im:=ch rn gysylltiedig ag. ancddiadau cyn ham-sydd(-l.
St-rch h\"nny, r,ada wyd t)'stiolacth am=meddiadau cytiau,
.yiumlrefnau c:1rau 3C :lingacadau o Oes )T Haearn a'r cyf nod
I\rylhooaidd - Rufeinig w..dyn yn harrwm di-dor bron yny
d)-irynntedd :c ar y llechwedd:Ill canol ledled y fro. Dift:rhwyd
brvnglt:r Br;ich y Ddint> :r [lcnmaenmawr ohcrwrdd y
diws< rcla )11 gynh:trach yn )" ganrif hon, sci yr aneddiaJl
twy.Jt 0 O, yr Hac:ru, ond goroc:mld tlwy gacr lai, )" naill
,-m Litcs,. Can U\.chbtin c:e:gdyiiryn riher a'r llall, scf Dina .
1 Imlw-J ar r.cinen amlwg uwchhen Llanfa irfechan.

T,hir hod Il:.wn o'r llwybr:1u y11 yr arJal yn rhai (\"llhJ il
tSYdJol, v :ubcnnig I th<li o'r arfordirat Fwkh Y Ddtuitcn, a
rhan [T adci ladwyd ffyrdd yn yr ardal yn I |Sfed
1-:3trl f. dyn:t 0oeJJ n uni:.:iiordJ i osgoi'r ar fordir p ryglus o
.Hnykh Pcnm; cnnuwr. !lllac'r ffordd Rnfeinigo Canovium
*Cacrhn n) yn cyrrat'dd yr ardal trwy Fwlich y Ddcufacn gellir
<1 flwdd am gryn h:lltcr h -d :1 Jdyfiryn Gurddinog, lie mae-n

potential for further work, including the study of historical,
documentary sources.

The Neolithicaxe factoryat Graiglwyd produced stone
axe heads which, frorn examplesthat have been found,were
widely distributed as'rough-outs' or blanks to be finished off
in places as far afield as southern Britain, Scotland and Ireland.
The location of this msource may, in part,account for rhe great
concentration of funerary and ritual monumentsto be found
in the area during the latter part of this period and the ensuing
Bronze Age, particulady above Graiglwyd in the vicinity of the
Druid's CircleThe sites, often occurring in groups or
cemeteries, include ca.irns of various forms, stone circles, clsts.
standing stones and st) on, and extendto the Aber valley in the
westand through Bwilchy Ddeufaen and beyond in the south.
The area is one of the richestand most important in western
Britain for this type of evidence.

It is unknown where the builders of these sites lived, but
it may be significant that the area also contains a concentration
of burnt stone mounds, the sites of communal cooking places
often found to be associated with prehistoric settlement.
However, evidence of the hut settlements,enclosures and
field systems of the succeeding Iron Age and Romano-8ritish
periods has survived in an almost unbroken pattern in the
valleys and on the intermediate slopes throughoutthe area.
The largest of the Iroln Age settlements, Braich y Ddinas hillfort
on Penmaenmawr.was destroyed by quarrying earlier this
century, but two smaller forts have survived, one at Maes y
Gaer above the mouth of the Aber valley and the other, Dinas.
sited on a prominent spur above Llanfairfechan.

Many of the trackways in che area are presumed to have
prehistoric origins, particularly the routes from the coast eo
Bwich y Ddeufaen, which, until roads were constructed in the
area inthe 18th century,was the only way of avoiding the
treacherous coastline around Penmaenmawr.The line of
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Cylch y Derwyddon.

mvnd ar i woercd ar yr arfordir. Yn ddiwedd: rach, rhoddwyd
hlacnoriaeth ifynd ilawr ar rr arfordir trwy dd)ffryn Aher.
t\r tiladeiladu ffordd Jollborrh yn y 18fcd ganrif, y-mddcngys
1111 Ahagwyngregyn ocdd y man cychwyn igroesi Traserh
|.tfan i gyrra dd ffcri Biwmarcs, ond mac'n dt'lbyg m: i'r man
hwn <« fu'r man cychwyn am g; nrifoedd gen h)llll)-

Cododd y NormaniJid domen neu fwnr yn yr 11fed g:mrit
;tr bn trlk'Winol Afon Aber :t bellach maen g:molog I'l )'
pcntrd presennol. Abergwygrcgyn oedd macrdref nu go.noiLm
wecinrJJol cwmwd Arllechwedd UdLnf, a hoff gnrtref rywyso ion
Gwynedd yn y 'Jcdd gancif. Yn dilyn y gw:lirh cloddio
Jiwedd.u-yn I c:e wrrh } mwnr, ymddengysy c:ldarnh:1wyd
hodulac:th neuadd adeiniog dair-uned yno o'r C:mol Oe-socdd,
yn gysvlltiedig 3 chrochenwairh o'r 13edd ganrif. Dichon
mll'r unig enghr tifft debyg o gyfosodiad mwnt a neuadd

yw'r safle cyffelyb ym Mhrysor yn ard al Trawsfynydd (r. 111}.

i ffaith sr°n raulincllu pa mor bwysig oedd y ddau sallc.
Goroesodd olion aneddiadau cyfoesol a diweddar yn
nrffryn Aberac ary llechweddau uwchlaw, gyda C)fundrcfn:lU

<Iau crciriol sy'n ymestyn mewn llawer man am nifcr o
he-:tar.w. Yn f)'nych, gellir gweld eu hamlinellau ar fforo-graff:|U
n'r awyr, gan gynnwys marciau gwrym iau a chwysi lie
huwyd yn trin y tir. Mae'r olion yn gorwedd dros y patifylii:'iu
C)llhancsyddul cynharach a cheir llawer o bosibi liadau o
r1narulygon pellach yn y maes yn gylltiedig ag asrudiaerhau
palaeco mgYich ddol, ac o ran ymchwil dogfennol ar y cyfnodau
diweddarach, fcly gellir arr.:hwilio'r dulliau a arweiniodd )1
b.1rh; u'at wcithgarwch a dibenion tir mor ddwys yn yr ardal.
Mewn amseroedd mwy diweddar, cafodd Graiglwyd ei
.-hwrela ar raddfa ddwys am gcrrig adeiladu a cherrig ffyrdd,
ac mae nifer o nodweddion archeolegol diwydiannol yn
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Druid's Circle.

Hawlfraint y Goron: CBHC/ Crown Copyright: RCAHMWY.

the Roman road from Canovium (Caerhun) enters the area
through Bwlchy Ddeufaen and can be traced for some
disunce as far as the Gorddinog valley, where it drops to the
coast. Later routes down to the coast favoured the Aber valley.
Following the construction of the turnpike road in the 18th
century.Abergwyngregyn appears to have been the starting
point for crossing the Lavan Sands fer the Beaumaris ferry. bur
itis likely rhat this area had in fact been the starting point for
many centu ries before.

A motte was constructed by the Normans in the I 1th
century on the west bank of the River Aber and now stands
central to the present village.Abergwyngregyn was the
maerdref or the administrative centre of the commote of
Arllechwedd Uchaf,and a favourite residence of the princes
of Gwynedd in the 13th century. Recent excavations in the
field adjacent to the motte seem to have have confirmed the
presence there of @ medieval three-unit,winged hall, associated
with 13th century pottery.The ;uxtaposition of motte and the
hall or neuadd can possibly only be paralleled by what might
be a similar complex at Prysor In theTrawsfynydd area (p. |1 1I),
a fact which underlines the importance of both sites.

The remains of contemporary and later settlements
survive in theAber valley and on the slopes above with relict
field systems extending in some places over several hectares.
Their outlines, including ridge and furrow cultivation marks, can
often be traced on aerial photographs.The remains overl ie the
earlier pre historic patterns and there is much potential for
further field survey allied to palaeoenvironmenul studies, and
for documentary research for the later periods, so as to
examine the mechanisms which have continually led to such
intense land use and activity in the area.



G-DGLEDD ARLLECHWEOO

iINORTH ARLLECHWEDO

goro :i yn y maon:m lie na frddir bella'h ynen chwarela.
Darhlygnd] Llaofairfcchana Phenmacnmawr (y naill a*ir Hall ar
hyno hryd y tu .tllan i'r ardJ1 ,, ddisgr ifir yma) yn srlwcddol
ynsil y fenttr hon um diwedd y 19cdd ganrif. Yn ystnd yr nn
n-tnod, hu profion aflwydd iannus am fwyn hacarn nr nifcr o
alleoedd uwchlaw Abeorgwyngregyl4 a gellir gweld olion y

Ici L.lu: 't wmennyJd gw:lstra(f hyd heddiw. Yn rr 20fed
Inrd, puhaodd yr ard,,| yn dramwyf;naturiol gydag amryw
o hnf bihdlau nwy randdararnol ar hwysedd u.:hcl a Ilincll;w
tr -,bn folredJ tL1:hd yn ci .:hroesi i nsgtli'r arfo rdir. i\he
-rnc,tyniad 72.illl ‘chlau lcin 400 kv y Gnd Ccn(sdlaethol

tr dr.1ws dyftryn Aher yn un o'r rhai hwyaf yny hyd.

In more recent times.Graiglwyd has been intensively quarried
for building and roadstone.and there are a number of industrial
archaeological features surviving in the areas no longer worked.
The villages of Llanfairfechan and Penmaen mawr (both currently
outside the area described here) developed considerably as a
result of this enterprise in the late 19th cemury.During the
same period, unsuccessful trials for iron ore occurred at several
sites above Abergwyngregyn, and the remains of the levels and
waste tips can still be seen. Inthe 20th century, the area has
maintained its preminence as a natural route corridor,with
several underground high pressure gas mains and high voltage
electricity transmission lines crossing through it to avoid the
coast.The 725m cable span of the 400kv National Grid line
across the Aber valleyis one of the longest in the world.

CRYNODED SUMMARY

Khif ry{ HLW (Gw) 12 Re( number HLW(Gw) 12
IThi( nlolp Ill)'urg,; 30 Index mop no. JO

AJ>AO I. mfr,mg™ 115 OS map Londranger 115
Sir{lilrnorol GtlI'}'lcd.l Former county Gwynedd

Afl'dlirdotlimtdol G t')'ll<'dd.C:ontt?

Pri{ddyuoditdau  .\'lJt rhall bduzethd{ yr artf,,[ ym MImrc

lu!,ztth C.ndInctbol Eryri.Mac'r ardal Y"cyumvy:;:
Gw,Ircho.I(* Nillur Gmtdl.zetllol Cordydd Aber,
Tr.ut/1 LI(.m ,, rhait op,l d.lol Saflco<-dd o
Dd,ddorJch GlI"dtlunul Arhennig y C.mn-,M,w:
Hm.1J Co(r<stredig au/:1cylc/l mcini
I'tmii JC/NIulT; N\ rdal Gadwracth 1\ber.

AI<iniesrailg 2.3

Cyrutu'Ys ,u
tntyt!i/QC,id

1\r.la/ ratmlig.uche/Jir gan (tv>f. ar lcdnv.cddau
Stegleddol y Cemcd.lau )"'$ngoglcdd Eryri, /le ccir
rystiollletiJ srdriol dtfa o111ancddiadau a dc/nytfd
rir cylcho/ o-,cy(nod cptflancsyddolllyd at y Omol
Ocsocdd ,,-,ry(11ctfme ditudd trM, ¢'r tirdal yn
cpwwys: s1(Ic {fatri fwyci/1 NeolitiJig: tumh byuod
u. oj‘aclclii.m.mg/,tddul ,, J.-{odol 0 Ocs yr E{yJ<f:
Urprgacrurt, oliiCcle/iulllu a dJ) (mudn:{IllI/1 c:.gifaa1
**Ocs yr H.lcolfll: ffyrdd rynhmtcsy,Jdol: ffor.ld
Ruftinig; um:,IdhldJ,Ict. ¢)-fimdrc/nml nrruu. mraa u
S111104.111 cumwd )11 t\b,-rgwyngrcgyn u'r 1l.mul
(dstltdd: ulinn Jiwrddar mwyng/oddit"* dlward.r.

Ffynoncllau dcrholcdig | Selected sources

Unitary authority ~ Gwynedd Conwy
Principal area The gte<Iler port of the oreo is within the Snowdonia
designations National ParkThe areaincluder Coedydd Aber Notional
Nature Resetve, Trecth Lafanand the north port of
Cameddau Sites of Speaol Scientific Inte, .sr;the area
of the Pe< moenmowr stone cin:lc Scheduled Ancient
= MonumenCAber Conservation Area.

Criteria 1,J

Contents and
significance

A dissected,mainly upland.area situated on the northern
flan/<$ of the Carneddou tidge in north Snowdonia,
containing well-preserved re ct e'lidence of rrent land
use and sealement from the prellittork to medieval and
later periodsThe area im:ludes: a Nealithic axe (0<tory
site;dense and remarkable concent.rolions of Bronze
Age funerary and ritual monumenu; Iron Age hillforu,
sen/ements. field systems; prehistoric t.rockways;0 Roman
rood; medieval sen!ements, peld systems,0 moae and
commotol centre at Abergwyngregyn;recent mining and
quarrying temaim.

W Bcz:\nt Lowe. The Heart of NorthernWales. | and 2 (Caxton Press: llanfairfechan 1912 and 1927).
F Lynch. A Guide toAnoent and HistortcWales:Gwynedd (HMSO: London 1995).
Royal CommiSSIOn on Ancient and H1storic Monument:; in Wales. Inventory,Caernarvonshire | (East) (HMSO 1956).
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