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THE GWYNEDD HISTORIC CHURCHES PROJECT 

1. INTRODUCT IO~ 

This survey of churches in Gwynedd fonns part of the Cadw funded project to assess the current state of church 
archaeology in Wales. It was started in 1993/4, when a pilot project was carried out in Gwynedd to produce a 
suitable methodology for the rapid recording and assessment of ecclesiastical sites. In the fo llowing year the 
project was widened to cover all of Wales. 

2. BACKGROUND 

The reasoning behind the project lay in the need to provide the Church in Wales and its professional advisors 
with informat ion on the relative im portance of indiv idual churches and the ir fittings prior to work being carried 
out to the fabric. This information is also required by the Historic Buildings Council, who grant aid much of the 
repairs to churches. 

The Church in Wales is exempt from the constraints of listed building consent and scheduled ancient monument 
controls under the Ecclesiastical Exemption (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Order 1994. The 
Church requires such an exempt ion in order to retain control over their bu ildings, which were designed for the 
pu rposes of the I iturgy. Instead the Church 's Facu lty Procedure covers the movement of fitt ings, repa irs and 
maintenance. as well as major worKs. and as such exercises similar control over churches to the secular 
legislation . 

The Church in Wales has its own system of legislation to control any changes made to a given church. Within 
this system a Parochial Church Council (PCC) petitions the Chancellor of the diocese to be granted a faculty to 
undertake any \\'Orks affecting the church or churchyard. These works are usually necessary structural 
conservation measures. which are ident ified by an architect during the quinquennial inspections. The Diocesan 
Advisory Committee (DAC). cou~i!> t ing of m~:mbers who embrace a number of areas of differing expertise, 
provides the Chancellor with advice. Each DAC now has a professional archaeologist as a permanent member 
to advise on the archaeological implications of any faculty petition. The infom1ation collected as part of this 
project is intended for use by the commiuee archaeologist. 

3. AIMS OF TH E PROJECT 

The aims of the project as defined by Cadw an.:: ··to provide a record of all pre-1 9th century churches within 
each project an:a that are under the ownership of the Church in Wales. This excludes Anglican churches on 
greenfield sites. Nonconformist chapels. Roman Catholic churches, cemeteries and monastic houses. Deserted 
church sites are to be noted but not surveyed. Pre-19th century churches rebuilt in the 19th century are to be 
investigated for earlier features ... Also excluded from the project arc Cathedrals. 

As the project progressed, further aims were set. \\'h ich included the provision of summary reviews of specific 
areas. and the assessment of certain criteria . 

.t. THE SU RVEY AREA 

The area taken for the survey was the post-1 974 county of Gwynedd. This included all of the pre- 1974 counties 
of Anglesey, Caernarfonshire. exc luding Llysfaen in the north-east, and Merionethshire excluding Edeirnion in 
the east. It also included a small number of churches formerly in Denbighshire. For convenience, the pre-1974 
counties are often used in this report to describe the location of a specific area. 

The survey area falls mainly in the Diocese of Bangor, although it does not include the churches in the 
Deaneries ofCyfe iliog and Mawddwy or Arwystli in the south of that Diocese. However it does include the 
Deaneries of Penllyn and Llanrwst in the Diocese of St Asaph. 



For comparative purposes the area was div ided into four, and summary reviews for each of the areas form a part 
of this report. The four areas are Anglesey, Caernarfon exclud ing the Conwy Valley, the Conwy Valley, and the 
area covered by the fom1er district of Meirionnydd. 

A total of 168 churches were eventually included within the project, although many more sites were initially 
examined before being discarded because they fell outside the con fines of the brief. The distribution was most 
dense on Anglesey, around the west coast of Caernarfonshire, and in the Conwy Valley. The interior of 
Caernarfonshire and Merionethshire, as would be expected, contained few churches. The numbers for each area 
were 69 in Anglesey. 51 in Caernarfon, 20 in the Conwy Val ley and 28 in Meirionnydd. 

S. METHODOLOGY 

5.1 Int roduction 

The project was divided into the following parts: 

(il (i) A desktop survey was carried out to identify the full list of sites, and associated archive data. Thisinvolved 
visits to relevant archives.'' hich included Counry and National Record Offices. 

(ii) A system was devised to store this information on computer. \vhich would allow easy interrogation, and 
would also allow the information from the fie ld visits to be added. Field visit forms were designed and a visit 
rota was drawn up. 

(iii) Each of the sites was ,·isited. and the visit forms were completed. 

(iv) The field visit information was fed into the database, and the results printed out. These results were then 
used to write s ite descriptions and to assess certain criteria. 

(v) The gazc11cer and summary reports were produced. 

5.2 Secondary sources consulted 

:\ full bibliography of all sources consu lted can be found in section 6.0 of this repon, and on ly a short 
d~scription of the principal sources used wil l be given here. 

Ofparticularva lucwercthchm:ntoriesc?f'Ancic:ntAfonuments(RCAl iMW J9 I4, 1921.1937, 1956.1960. 
1964) produced by the Royal Commission on Ancient and Historic Monuments for Wales, although the two 
earlier volumes covering Denbighshire and Merionethshire are of a much lower standard than those for 
Anglesey and Cnernarfonshirc. 

Descriptions of many of the chu rches in the I 9th cenlllry are provided by Glynne ( I 884- 190 I), and excellent 
19'h century descriptions for Anglesey and part of Cacrnarfonshire can be found in the Mona Medieva and 

.~lrrona Mc:diem series by H Longucv ille Jones ( 1848-1862). Early descriptions of churches in the diocese of St 
Asaph arc found in the Ven. DR Thomas's History of the Diocese ofSt Asaph ( 1911, 1913). For Snowdonia, 
the volume by llughes and onh ( 1924) is informative. Modern descriptions of some of the churches are given 
in the Clwyd volume of the Buildings of Wales series (llubbard, 1986); there is as yet no comparative volume 
for Gwynedd. though one is in preparation. 

Thematic studies proved usefuL particu larly those by Nash- Williams ( 1950) and Gresham ( 1968) for early 
memorials. the art icles by Crossley and Ridgeway ( 1943-6) on screens and lofts, and Lewis ( 1970) on stained 
glass in Wales. Clarke· s anicles on 19th century church building ( 1961 a and 1961 b) are interesting and 
infom1ativc. 

For Anglesey and Cacrnarfonshirc the writings of Harold Hughes proved of great va lue, and a number of other 
writers (e.g. Lloyd 1954, 1958. and Pierce 1957) prov ided contributions on specific churches. 



5.3 Primary sources consulted 

5.3.1 Location of resources 

Archive Offices 
The ecclesiastical records deposited by individual parishes were consulted in the regional offices of the 
Gwynedd Archive Service at Llangefni. Dolgellau and Caemarfon, which were formerly the archive depositories 
for the pre-1974 counties of Anglesey, Merionethshire, and Caernarvonshire. These records were indexed 
alphabetically by parish, with all of the records depos ited relevant to the churches in the parish listed en bloc. 
Some churches were I is ted together under the major church, reflecting the parochial structure of the 18'~ and 
19'h century. Estate maps showing churchyards were indexed by estate. The Church notes of Sir Stephen 
Glynne 1829-73. which formed the basis of his published Notes on the older churches of the Welsh diocese in 
Archaeologia Cambrensis. were deposited in the Clwyd Record Office, Hawarden. 

National Library of Wa les, Aberystwyth 
The Diocesan records are deposited in the Nationa l Library of Wales, Aberystwyth. These are indexed by 
diocese and divided into sources rypes such as terriers and faculties. which arc further sub-divided into parishes. 

Archi\'e Department of the Un i\'crsity of Wales, Bangor 
Some ecclesiastical records are deposited in the Archive Department of the University of Wales, Bangor. 
although the estate maps held within the various collections also proved useful. 

National Monuments Record, Abcrystwyth 
The archive material within the National Monuments Record. Aberysrwyth are indexed by the pre-1974 counties 
of Merioncthshire. Anglesey and Caemarvonshire and listed according to dedication. 

Diocesa n Offices. Bango r 
The past faculty min utes out lining prev ious work carried out on the churches and churchyards, and the 
architect's qui nquennial reports. which out line the work req uired fo r the maintenance of the chu rches and 
churchyards. arc housed in the Diocesan Office, Bangor. 

5.3.1 T,lpi.JS ofpnmwy sources 

Facult ies 
The faculties con tained infornwtton of proposed programmes of works similar to those Architect's plans and 
specifications held by the local archive depositories. J lowever, those held within the National Librnry of Wales, 
t\bcryst\\ yth also contained grants indicating that a faculty was agreed, the assumption being that the proposed 
works were actually carried out. The faculties covered a variety of works from the re-laying of floors, heating 
systems. new bases for fonts, drainage works. the movement of memorials, churchyard paths, window and door 
insertion and replacement. repointing and replastering, new seating and roofing and major building programmes. 
including the erection of entire ly new churches. As such they give a valuable indication ofthe amount of work 
carried out at certain times in the past allow ing an assessment of the arch itectu ral and archaeological potential of 
the church and chu rchyard to be made. 

Arch itect's specifications a nd plans 
The surviving architect's plans and specifications were arguably some of the most valuable of the documentary 
sources identified during the course of the study. They have been included here as a separate section as they 
occurred as such within the parish records within the local archive depositories. Many also occurred within the 
facu lty sect ion of the Records of the Church in Wales. Bangor Diocese, in the National Library of Wales, 
Aberystwyth. The standard of in formation contained within the architect's plans and spec ifications varied 
considerably. Some consisted of the out line plan of the proposed works and the church, whilst others included 
detailed plans and elevations of the existing church. including the arrangement of its firtings , together with plans 
and elevations of the proposed works and the proposed arrangement of the new fittings. Many were 
accompanied by written specifications by the architects. which detailed the exact work to be done by each 
contractor. down to the sources of materials, the size of the trenches to be excavated and the level to which the 
walls of the previous church were to be demolished. 

_, 



Consecration records 
The consecration records held within the Diocesan records in the National Library of Wales, Aberystwyth 
contained certificatt:s of consecration of churches and churchyard extensions. These consecration certificates 
are often accompanied by plans of the area to be consecrated by the bishop (usually tracings of the 25 inch 
Ordnance Survey map), and as such were an invaluable source for the extension of cemeteries and the 
identification of earlier boundaries within present churchyards. 

Quinquennial reports 
Reports by appointed architects on the condition of the parish churches are housed in the Diocesan Offices. The 
quinquennial reports list the works required for the maintenance of a church and churchyard. They are generally 
accompanied by a scaled plan and should be consulted prior to any field work especially in Meirionnydd (for 
which few plans were made by the Royal Commission), and for the churches built in the 19'h and 20'h centuries. 
An assessment of the potential threats to the archaeological resource with in the church and churchyard, and the 
opportunity to obtain further knowledge of the building sequence of the church can be obtained from consulting 
the quinquennials. 

Faculty minutes 
Previous faculty grants. for which no work may have been carried our to date, was obtained from consulting the 
faculty minutes. 

Terriers 
Terriers. which comained descriptions of the church and its contents. together with the definition of church lands 
and property. ''ere consulted where possible. In many cases, the entries were terse, consisting of out! ine 
dimensions of the chu rch and churchyard. other terriers contained more detailed descriptions. Some were exact 
copies of earl ier ten·icrs. often the earliest ten·ier surviv ing with in the parish records. It was noted that many 
terriers of the diocese or St A sa ph often contained no details about the church and churchyard and merely dealt 
with the landho ldings and property. 

The National Mon uments Record 
Ihc Nattonal Monuments Record. Abcrystwyth contained a variety of records concern ing churches arranged by 
pre- 1974 counties and sub-d ivided by ded ication. The content and usefulness of this material varied 
considerably. Some of the files contained photographs of churches prior to restoration, very few had 
accompanying plans. and some only had a copy of the Royal Commission Inventory entry. However, 
occasionally a newspaper cutting mentioning a rebuilding, consecration or restorat ion and a photograph of the 
architects plan had been included. 

Churchwarden's acco unts 
The content of the churchwarden· s accounts varied greatly. butt) pically contained such items as expenditure for 
altar wine. church cloth. churchyard upkeep, church cleaning, churchyard wall repairs. painting, thatching. 
slating. andre-g lazing the church windows. 

Vestry minute book-; 
The content of the 'est!} minute books varied greatly from the decisions to seek faculties. the raising of finance 
for the major works and repairs. to decisions on the payment of poor relief Some also contained copies of 
earlier terriers. visitation replies and churchwarden accounts. 

5.4 Fieldwork Methodology 

A set of questions were drawn up prior to fieldwork as an aide memoir. These were designed to ask specific 
questions to assist the assessment of a church 's archaeological and architectural potential. 

Vnriations from the RCAHMW plan and Inventory description 
As discussed above, Gwynedd is fortunate with its survey coverage of the churches by the Royal Commission. 
As a consequence the Inventory entries and plans were used as a starting point fo r the fieldwork survey. The 
structural sequence and features of a church. as observed in the field, were checked against those outlined by 
the Commission 's description and plan and any variations (such as fabric changes), and additions (such as recent 
porches or windows) were noted on the church survey form. This enabled a great deal of time to be saved as it 
avoided the need for a new detailed description. A I so, as the core of the arch itectural data held within the 



database had been based on the Commission Inventory entries only the additional features or information needed 
to be entered into the database on returning to the office. 

flooring 
The type of flooring of each church was noted to enable an assessment of the survival and potential of intemal 
archaeological deposits and structures to be made. A note was made if the floor of a church appeared to have 
been lowered, and the difference in height between the thresho ld and the floor was used as an aid to identify 
such churches. Floors of timber boards below the seating. with a tiled or stone flagged central aisle and a raised 
chancel of stone flags or timber boards was the most common flooring type used. It was also noted \\ hether 
under floor heating systems. internal graves or tombs were present. 

Drainage 
The presence and location of drainage trenches around the churches were noted ro assess whether the walls and 
foundations had been divorced from their surrounding archaeological stratigraphy. However, it was often 
impossible to gauge the depth of this disturbance. 

Roof 
,\ rapid assessment was made of the roof. to check whether any alterations had been made since the Royal 
Com mission survey. 

Furnishings 
A rapid assessment was made of the furnishings. including monuments and glass, to check whether any 
alterat ions had been made si nce the Roya l Commiss ion survey. 

Re-used architectural stone 
A search was made of the visible wall fabric, the churchyard wall and within the churchyard for any fragments 
of architectu ral stonework wh ich might provide further ev idence for the build ing history of the church. 

He-used s tone sculpture 
,\ search wa<; made of the visible ''all fabric for any fragmems of sculptural stonework. such as inscribed stones. 
grave slabs. and fon ts. 

Wall covering 
This was recorded according to the VISibility of individual stones and the ability to recognise blocked features 
'' ithin the standing masonry. 

Ch urchyard fieldwork 
As with the church, a set of quest ions ''ere drawn up prior to fieldwork as an aide memoir, designed to ask 
o;pecific quest ions to ass ist in the asscssmcm of the archaeological potential of the churchyard. 

General condition of ch urchyanl 
An assessment was made of the general condition of the churchyard including whether it was well kept. 
overgrown. and whether there had been any recent burials. 

Cemetery boundary 
A brief description of the location and form of the churchyard was made. which included distinguishing between 
churches with cu rvlin icar boundaries and churches with rect ilinear boundaries. The types of boundary. e.g. 
stone wall or earth bank. and the character of the immediate env irons was recorded. 

Traces of former boundaries 
The location and form of any traces of former boundaries of the churchyard which could be observed both 
with in and without the present churchyard were noted. 

Drainage 
Any drainage through the churchyard. other than that around the church. was noted. 



Extensions to the churchyard 
The location of any extensions to the churchyard were noted. These were usually obvious and could be seen as 
areas of recent burial 

Entrances to the churchyard 
The location of entrances to the churchyard, including lych gates and their date, was noted. Also included here 
were blocked entrances which could be observed in the churchyard walls. 

Paths 
The location of paths in the churchyard and whether they have been significantly lowered was noted. 

Re-used arch itectura l stone and stone sculpture 
A search was made of the churchyard wall and within the churchyard for any fragments of architectural 
stonework. 

5.5 The structure of the database 

In add1tion to the standard Sites and Monuments Database. four tables were created. The first, called "Detail" 
held all the detail information in a simple coded record. which was capable of storing both entities of a church 
and events wh ich took place. 

The second table held the remainder of the fields necessary to store the data needed for this project but which 
were not alrcad~ part of the SMR database. This included the assessment ratings, the Diocese and Deanery. the 
dedication and the individual text descriptions. 

1·" o addit ional tab les were.! used to hold the bibliographic in formation. 

5.6 Assessment of Criteria 

S1:-. cntena were assessed for each church, each on a scale of J'e'J' good. Good t'vledium. Poor. Vcuy poor or 
.\'one The six criteria were: 

Survival of medieval architecture 
Survival of fittings 
Potential for architectu ral evidence 
Pot..:ntial for archaeologicn l evidence 
Value of documentary evidence 
Group ' aluc. 

5.7 Area su mmaries 

A summary for each of the identified areas was produced. The four areas into which Gwynedd was divided each 
ha-; ih own summary report. and these rcpons are attached to this document 
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A GLESEY CHURCHES 

The nature of the resou rce 

Anglesey was fonnerly an Archdeaconry within the Diocese of Bangor, but is now amalgamated with northern 
Caernarfon and lies within the Archdeaconry of Bangor. Anglesey contains the Rural Deaneries of Menai and 
Malltraeth, Llifon and Ta lybo lion, Twrcelyn, and Tindaethwy. 

There are 77 parish churches on Anglesey. and the remains of four other churches which never were of parochial 
status. There are also a number of church sites which no longer contain upstanding masonry, and so were not 
considered for this project. 

Of the 8 I churches considered for inclusion. only 69 (68 parish churches and one non-parochial church) met the 
relevant criterion for final inclusion, namely churches of pre-19111 century origin which are still owned by the 
Church in Wales. The 69 churches do. however. include one ch urch managed by the Friends of Friend less 
Churches. 

The 12 churches 1101 included but which contain medieval architecture or archaeological potential arc: 

Cc irchiog: church went ou t of usc in 19th century and only foundations remain 
Llanddwyn: ruinous church. now served by Newborough. (SAM) 
Llanfihangcl Esceifiog: ruinous church, served by new church at Gaerwen, (SAM) 
Llanidan: old parish church now in private hands. area served by new parish chu rch (SAM) 
Llanllibio: s ite only remains 
l.lanwenllw) fo: foundations only remain. area served by new parish church 
Llanynghenedl: church demolished c. I 0 yrs ago 
L.lcchylched: foundations only remain. area served by new church in village 
Pcnrhos Lligwy Capel Lligwy: church ruinous. (SAM) 
Rhodogeidio StMary's: church ruinous 
rowyn;. Capel: church ruinous. (SAl\ I ) 

Yn) s Sciriol: church ruinous. (SAM) 

Si\ of the churches not su itable for inclusion but which contain archaeological remains are scheduled ancient 
monuments. 

I he 69 churches thnt were included arc: 

6903 ABERFFRA W PARISH Cl-luRCII 
690-l ,\MLWCII PAR ISH CIIURCH 
690:'\ BEAUMARJS PARISI I CHURCH 
6909 BODEDERN PARISH CHURCII 
6910 BODEWRYD PARISH CHURCH 
6912 BODWROG PARISH CHURCH 
69 1:'\ CAERG YBI PARISH CHURCH 
6921 CERRIG CEJNWEN PARISH CII URCH 
6923 COEDANEU PARISH CHURCI I 
6935 HENEGLWYS PARISH CHURCH 
6938 LLANALLGO PARISI·I CHURCH 
6940 LLANBABO PARISH CHURCH 
69-t I LLANBADRIG PARISH CHURCH 
69-14 LLANBEDR GOCJ-1 PARISH CHURCH 
6948 LLANBEULAN PARISH CHURCH 
6950 LLANDDANIEL FAB PARISH CHURCH 
6953 LLANDDEUSANT PARISH CHURCH 
695-t LLANDDONA PARISH CHURCH 
6956 LLANDDYFNAN PARISH CHURCH 
6959 LLANDEGFAN PARISH CHURCH 
6960 LLA DRYGARN PARISH CHURCH 
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6967 LLANDYFRYDOG PARISH CHURCH 
6969 LLANDYSILIO PARISH CHURCH 
6970 LLANEDWEN PARIS H CHURCH 
6972 LLANEILIAN PARISH CHURCI I 
6976 LLANERCHYMEDD PARISH CHURCH 
6977 LLANEUGRAD PA RI SH CHURCH 
6978 LLANFACHRAITH PARISH CHURCH 
6980 LLANFA ELOG PARISH CHURCH 
6982 LLANFAES PARISH CHURCH 
6983 LLANFAETHLU PARISH CHURCH 
6987 LLANFAIR MATHAFARN EJTHAF PARISH CH URC H 
6988 LLANFAIR PWLLG WYNGYLL PARISH CHURCH 
6989 LLANFAIR Y CWMWD PARISH CHURCH 
6990 LLANFAIR YN NEUBWLL PARISH CHURCH 
6992 LLANFAIRYNGHORNWY PARISH CHURCH 
6993 LLANFECHELL PARISH CHU RCH 
699-1 LLA FFINAN PARISH CHURCH 
6995 LLANFFLEWYN PA RISH CHURCH 
6996 LLANFIGAEL PARISH CHURCH 
6998 LLANFIHANG EL DIN SYL WY PARISH CHURCH 
7000 LLANFIHANGEL TRE'R BEIRDD PARISH CHURCH 
700-1 LLANFIHANGEL YN NHOWYN PARISH CHURCII 
7007 LLANFWROG PARISH CHURCH 
7008 LLANGADWALADR PARISH CHURCI I 
7009 LLANGA FFO PARISH CHURCH 
70 10 LLA GEFNI PARISII CHURCII 
70 11 LLANGE INWEN PARISH CHURCH 
7015 LLANGOED PARIS H CHURCII 
7017 LLANG RISTIOLUS PARISH CHURCH 
7020 LLA GWYFAN PARISH CHURCH 
7021 LLANGWYLLOG PARISH CHURCH 
702-1 LLAN IESTYN PARISH CHURCH (ANG) 
7030 LLANRHWYDRYS PARISH CHURCH 
7032 LLA 'RHYDDLAD PARISH CHURCH 
7035 LLANSADWRN PARISH CHURCH 
7036 LLANTRISANT PARISH CHURCH 
70-15 LLEC IICYNFA RWY PARISH CHURCH 
7051 ~ EWBOROUGH PARISH CIIURCH 
705-1 PENMON PARISH CIIURCH 
7056 PENMYNY DD PARISI-I CHURCH 
7059 PE:-JRIIOS LLIGWY PARISH CHU RCII 
7061 PENTRAETH PARISH CHURCH 
706-1 RHODOGE IDIO PARISH CHURCH 
7068 RHOSCOL Y 1 PARISI-I CHURCII 
7069 TAL Y LLYN CHURCH (ANG) 
7072 TREFDRAETH PARISH CHURCH 
7075 TREGA IAN PARISH CHURCH 
7076 TREWALCHMAI PARISH CHURCH 

C hurches o f particular merit 

or the churches included. the following were considered to contain medieval remains to the value of very good 
or good: in the I ist '·o I'' is very good and ' '02" is good. 

6905 BEAUMARIS PARISH CHURCII 
6972 LLANEILIAN PARISH CHURCII 
6993 LLANFECHELL PARISH CHURCH 
705-1 PE MO PARISI I CHURCH 
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7056 PENMYNYDD PARISH CHURCII 01 
69 12 BODWROG PARISH CHURCH 02 
69 15 CAERGYBI PARISH CHURCH 02 
6938 LLANALLGO PARISH CHURCH 02 
6940 LLANBABO PARISH CHURCH 02 
6941 LLANBADRIG PARISH CHURCH 02 
6948 LLANBEULAN PARISH CHURCH 02 
6956 LLANDDYFNAN PARISH CHURCH 02 
6967 LLANDYFRYDOG PARISH CHURCH 02 
6969 LLANDYSILIO PARISH CHURCH 02 
6977 LLANEUGRAD PARISH CHURCH 02 
6992 LLANFAIRYNGHORNWY PARISH CHURCH 02 
6998 LLANFIHANGEL DIN SYLWY PARISH CHURCH 02 
7008 LLANGADWALADR PARISH CHURCH 02 
7017 LLANGRISTIOLUS PARISH CHURCH 02 
7024 LLANIESTYN PARISH CHURCH (ANG) 02 
7030 LLANRHWYDRYS PARJSH CHURCH 02 
705 1 NEWBOROUGH PARISH CHURCH 02 
701'2 TREFDRAETII PARISH CHURCH 02 
7076 TREWALCHMAI PARISH CHURCH 02 

Ch urches at risk 

Of the churches wh ich contained upstanding medieval masonry a number arc now closed or redundant, and 
therefore considered to be at risl-. . The following is a list of these churches. the figure after denotes the survival 
'alue of the medieval church: 

6948 LLANBEULAN PARISH CHURCH 
6990 LLANFA IR YN NEUBWLL PARISII CHURC H 
706-1 RHODOGF.IDIO PARISH CHURCII 
7069 TAL Y LL Y 1 CIIURCH (ANG) 

02 
03 
03 
03 

Tal~ LI~n church has recently been put up for sale. although is currently (March. 1997) still owned by the 
Church in Wales. 

The fo lio" ing arc on ly open occasionally. that is less than 12 times per year. and so are also at risk: 

69 12 BO DWROG PARISI! CHURCH 
69-10 LLANBABO PARISH CH URCH 
694 I LLA BADRIG PARISH CH URCII 
7030 LLANRHWYDRYS PARISH CHURCH 
7020 LLANGWYFAN PARISH CHURCII 
702 1 LLANGWYLLOG PARISH CHURC II 

Churches rebuilt or restored 

02 
02 
02 
02 
03 
03 

The folio\\ ing churches have all been restored or rebuilt on the site of the medieval church: 

6904 AM LWCH PARISH CHURCH rebu ilt off site 
69 10 BODEWRYD PARISH CHURCH restored 
692 1 CERRIGCEINWEN PARISH CHURCII rebuilt on site 
6923 COEDANEU PARISH CHURCH rebuilt off site 
6950 LLANDDANIEL FAB PARISH CHURCH rebuilt on site 
6953 LLANDDEUSANT PARISH CHURCH rebuilt off site 
6954 LLANDDONA PARISH CHURCH rebuilt on site 
6959 LLANDEGFAN PARISH CHURCII restored 
6970 LLANEDWEN PAR ISH CHURCH rebuilt on s ite 
6976 LLANERCIIYMEDD PARISH CHURCH rebuilt on site 
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(except for tower) 
6978 LLANFACHRAITH PARISH CIIURCH rebuilt on s ite 
6980 LLANFAELOG PAR ISH CHURCH rebuilt off site 
6982 LLANFAES PARISH CHURCH rebuilt on site 
6988 LLANFAIR PWLLGWYNGYLL PARISH CHURCH rebuilt on site 
6994 LLANFFINAN PARISH CHURCI I rebuilt ?on site 
6995 LLANFFLEWYN PARISH CHURCH rebuilt on site 
6996 LLANFIGA EL PARISH CHURCH rebuilt on site 
7000 LLANFIHANG EL TRE'R BEIRDO PARISH CHURCH rebui lt on site 
7004 LLANFIHANG EL YN NHOWYN PARISH CHURCH restored 
7007 LLANFWROG PARISH CHURCII rebuilt on site 
7009 LLANGAFFO PARISH CHURCH rebuilt off site 
7010 LLANGEFNI PARISH CHURCH rebuilt off site 
70 15 LLANGOED PARISH CHURCH rebuilt on site 
7032 LLANRHYDDLAD PARISH CHURCH rebui lt ?on site 
7035 LLANSADWRN PARISH CHURCI I rebuilt on site 
70..t5 LLECHCYN FA RWY PARISH CHURCH rebu ilt on site 
7068 RHOSCOL YN PA RISH CHURCH rebuilt on site. 

The following churches. i.e. those rebuil t churches in the list above which were not built directly over the 
med ieval chu rch but to one side of it. therefore, reta in the site of a medieval church within the cemetel)', and are 
of high archaeologica l potential. 

690-t AMLWCH PARISH CHURCH 
6923 COEDA 'EU PARISH CHURCH 
6953 LLAN DD EUSA T PARISH CHURCH 
6980 LLANFAELOG PARISH CHURCH 
7009 LLANGAFFO PARISH CHURCII 
70 10 LLANGEFN I PAR ISH CHURCII 

:\rchitecturnl analysis 

The densit~ of churches on Anglcse~ is greater than in any other part of Gwynedd, which renects the higher 
population and greater agricultur:1l wealth of the area. llowever there arc also other differences less easily 
ex pla ined. which inc lude a higher percentage of churches with 12'h and IJ'h century rema ins, and the relatively 
com mon occurrence of churches in which the nave is structurally divided from the chance l, unlike the remainder 
the of the are:1 where the plan is t) pica lly an undivided doub le square. 

Prl'-conquc't (i.e. pre 1283) architecture 

The architecture of pre-conquest Anglesey can be divided into two styles: prior to c. 1200 belong the examples 
of Romanesq uc architecture, whereas after that date the Early English style predominates. Anglesey contains 
some exce llent examples of the former. in quantities which are not to be found either in the remainder of this 
study area or elsewhere in North or Mid Wales. The explanation for this has sti ll to be found. although 
agricultural wealth and strong political leadership undoubtedly played a role. The best decorative material from 
this period is found in the combination of ornament around the arches to the crossing at Penmon, and the 
decorated tympanum of the nave door. Penmon, with Tywyn in Meirionnydd, are examples of cruciform 
churches. which may have been the layout preferred by Clas churches. At Aberffraw church is another arch, 
although probably not in its original place, wh ich contains beak head ornament typical of this date. Elsewhere on 
Anglesey are a number of simple rough arches rising from flat or chamfered abaci which indicate strucrures of 
this date. A number of simple round-headed windows remain, of which again the best are at Penmon in the nave 
and tower. although a number of other examples are found in churches throughout the county. Also of this date 
are a number of towers: the central tO\ver at Penmon has been mentioned, but west towers existed at Llaneilian 
and Llanerchymedd, and perhaps the Llanfechell tower is this early also. One would have expected a tower at 
Aberffraw, and perhaps excavation will one day prove its fonner existence. One other feature of this period are 
the carved fonts, which also do not occur outside Anglesey. These range in date from the 12'h to the l3'h 
century. and. with the except ion or Hughes's work. have never been properly studied. The carved graveslabs of 
the 9'h to I I th centuries have been lookcd at in greater detail (Nash-Williams 1950), but the relationship of the 
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proposed schools of work in the Llangaffo and Llangc inwcn area has not been looked at in relation to the later 
fonts, which may show a natural progress ion - does this in turn lead through to the decorated graves labs of the 
13'" and 14'h centuries as described by Gresham ( 1968). 

Churches with rounded chancel arches of the 12'h century are: 

6903 ABERFFRA W PARISH CHURCH (not in situ) 
6977 LLANEUGRAD PARISH CHURCH 
6992 LLAN FAIRYNGHORNWY PARISH CHURCH 
705-1 PENMON PARISH CHURCH 

Churches with round-headed windows and doors are: 

6940 LLANBABO PARISH CHURCH 
6948 LLANBEULAN PARISH CHURCI I 
6977 LLANEUG RAD PARISH CHURCI I 
6993 LLANFECHELL PARISH CHURCH 
70 II LLANGEINWEN PARISH CHURCH 
697'2 LLANEILIAN PARISH CHURCH 
7030 LLANRHWYDRYS PARISH CHURCII 
705-1 PENMON PARISH CHURCH 
7059 PENR HOS LLIGWY PARISH CHURCH 
7069 TAL Y LLYN CHURCH (ANG) 

Churches'' ith decorated fonts arc: 

69~ I CERRIGCEINWEN PARISH CHURCH 
6935 HENEGLWYS PARISH CHURCII 
69-10 LLANBABO PARISH CHURCH 
6'J-ll LLANBADRIG PARISH CHURCI I 
69-18 LLANBEULAN PARISH CIIURCH 
6953 LLA~DDEUSANT PARISH CHURCH 
6977 LLANEUG RAD PARISH CIIURCH 
6989 LLANFA JR Y CWMWD PARISH CIIURCH 
6990 LLAN FAIR YN NEUBWLL PARISI I CHURCH 
6993 LLANF ECHELL PARISH CHURCH 
6994 LL-\NF FINAN PARISH CHURCH 
7009 LLANGAFFO PARISH CHURCH 
7010 LLAr\GEF I PARISH CHURCH 
70 II LLANGEINWEN PARISH CHURCH 
7017 LLANG RISTIOLUS PARISH CHURCH 
7021 LLANGWYLLOG PARISH CHURC II 
7024 LLANIESTYN PARISH CHURCH (ANG) 
7030 LLAN RHWYORYS PARISH CHURCII 
7036 LLANTRISANT PARISH CHURCII 
70-15 LLECHCYNFARWY PARISH CIIURCH 
7051 NEWBOROUG H PARISH CHURCH 
706..J RHODOGEIDIO PARISH CHURCH 
7072 TREFDRAETH PARISH CHURCH 
7075 TREGA IAN PARISH CHURCH 

The introduction of the pointed arch in the 13'b century is usually associated with the introduction of monasteries 
and priories to an area. Cenainly the fine lancet in the refectory at Penmen is Augustinian influenced, as would 
have been the former chancel at Penmen. Also of this period wou ld have been the Friary at Llanfaes, al though 
nothing has survived of this. However a number of other churches exhibit work of this period, of which the 
chancel arch at Llangristiolus is one of the finest examples. and the erection of which may have been influenced 
by Einion ap Gwalchmai. There is some slight evidence for the erection or lengthening of chancels in this 
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period, (e.g. Llanfechell, Llanrhwydrys, Caergybi), and a number of churches contain windows and doors 
characterised either by a simp le lancet with two-centred arch, or door of two-centred arch rising from abaci. 

Churches with chancel arches of this date are: 

6915 CAERGYBI PARISH CHURCH 
7017 LLANGRlSTlOLUS PARISH CHURCH 
7030 LLANRHWYDRYS PARI SH CHURCH 

Churches with windows and doors of this date are: 

6915 CAERGYBI PARISH CHURCH 
6993 LLANFECHELL PARISH CHURCII 
7008 LLANGADWALADR PARISH CHURCH 
7030 LLANRHWYDRYS PARISH CHURCH 
705-1 PENMON PAR ISH CHURCH 

There are numerous graveslabs of pre-conquest date, but few are found in direct relationship with churches. 
Howe\'~r. the coffin and lid of Joan at Beaumaris is of particular interest. and others worthy of mention are at 
Cerrigceinwcn. Llanfair y Cwmwd and Llanfechell. The collection of decorated stones at Llangaffo and 
Llangeinwen has already been mentioned. 

Post-Conq uest (i.e. post 1283) architecture of the decorated style 

The ecclesiastical architecture of this period is typified nationally by the work at Beaumaris and Newborough: 
this includes the introduction of geometric window tracery and the lack of abaci on pointed arched doors. 
However. these churches arc undoubtedly the work of masons brought in by Edward I for building the castle, 
and it is interesting that the style is not to be found elsewhere on the island. Indeed, there appears to have been a 
hiatus in church building. on ly to be taken up again in the 14'h century. Possible small windows of this period 
include those at Llanddyfnan and Llanfairynghornwy. but it has not proved possible to list them in detai l 
because of the difficulty of close dating. One particular window style. however, consisting of a small single 
J ight with simple curving tract:r; above. ''as found in formed the east window in five Anglesey churches. are 
probably of the late 1-l'h century: three remain in situ (Lianbabo. Rhodogeidio and Tregaian), one has been 
rebuilt in the west wall (Llandr) garn) and one no longer exists (Llanfihangcl Tre' r Beirdd). Another pattern of 
this date is the relatively simple two ligh t "''indow at Llantrisant. of which there was formerly another at 
Llcchcynfarwy. Popu larity subsequent ly gave way to the more fl amboyant style of window found in a number 
of Anglesey churches of three cinque foiled lights with curv ilinear tracery in a two centred arch. Many of these 
windows have had their tracer) renewed. but it appears to have been a favourite with the Victorians also, as 
instead of replacing they usually rebuilt to the same st)•le. Examples can be found at Trewalchmai, Llanfair 
Mathafarn Eithaf. Trefdraeth and Llandysilio. Good doors typical of this period are at Llanfair Mathafam Eithaf 
and Trefdraeth. Strangely. the RCA IIMW date the south door at Aberffraw to the J 4'h century, whereas its 
chamfered abac i and pointed arch would suggest a date at least I 00 years earlier. 

New churches were being built in the 1-l 'h century. and good examples include Llanbadrig, Llanddyfnan. 
Llanfair yn Neubwll and Trefdraeth . Unusually. the south chapel at Trefdraeth also appears to be of this date. 
although the majority of additional chapels are post-1500 in date. 

One would expect a hiatus in church building at the time of the Glyndwr revolt, and indeed the huge increase in 
re-bu ilding did not stan until the later 15'h century. but one exception is the exce llently preserved church at 
Penmynydd. which possib ly just post-dates the revolt. If it does, it may be the work of Gwylirn ap Gruffydd (d. 
1431 ). founder of the Penrhyn estnte, whose family were nlso responsible for the carved stone effigies of Pabo 
and lestyn (and the one in Bangor Cnthedral of Gwylirn 's grandmother. Eva). Interestingly one of the five 
single light cast windows is in Llanbabo church: could this be another example of the influence of this family on 
church architecture? 
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Late Med ieval ch u rch b uilding 

The period 1450 to the reformation saw a huge increase in church bui lding and repair. The principal late 
medieval churches are Caergybi, Llanddwyn (not included in this survey), and Llaneilian. This re-building 
appears to have followed the lead given by the Bishop of Bangor at the Cathedral, and similar work was being 
carried out throughout North Wales. Nearly every church has, or formerly contained prior to I 9'h century 
restorations, work of th is period. typified by that still visible at Beaum aris, Llangristiolus and Llanddyfnan. 
From this period of building come the doors and windows with rectangu lar labels and decorated spandrels. 
Elsewhere. tower building is also typical of this period. but only Llanfechell and Llanfairynghomwy may be of 
this date on Anglesey. 

The increase in population led to the need to expand the size of the churches, and this was followed by the rise 
in devotional and private chapels. Typically chapels were opened up on one side of the chancel, as at 
Trewalchmai. and Llanfairynghornwy, or along the full length of the church as at Aberffraw and Llangwyfan. 
In some cases very small chapels such as those at Penmynydd and Llanrhwydrys were opened. 

Churches \\'ith chapels arc: 

6948 
6977 
6992 
7008 
7024 
7030 
7035 
7036 
70-15 
7056 
7061 
7069 
7076 

LLANI3EULAN PARISH CHURCH 
LLANEUGRAD PAR ISH CHURCH 
LLANFAIRYNGHORNWY PARISH CHURCH 
LLANGADWALADR PARISH CHURCII 
LLAN IESTYN PA RI SH CHURCH (ANG) 
LLANRHWYDRYS PARISH CHURCH 
LLANS/\DWRN PARISH CHURCH 
LLANTRISANT PARISH CHURCH 
LLECHCYNFA RWY PA RISH CHURCH 
PENMYNYDD PARISH CHURCH 
PENTRAETH PARISH CHURCH 
TAL Y LLY?'\ CHURCH (A G) 
TREWALCHMAI PARISH CIIURCH 

Church.:s '' tth transepts arc: 

69 15 
6938 
69-1-1 
6959 
6993 
7015 
705-1 
7072 

CAERGYBI PAR ISH CHURCI I 
LLANALLGO PARISH CHURCII 
LLANBEDR GOCII PARISH CHURCH 
LLANDEGFAN PARISH CHURCH 
LLANFECHELL PARISH CHURCH 
LLANGOED PARISH CHURCII 
PENMON PARISH CHURCII 
TREFORAETH PARISH CIIURCH 

Churches \\'ith aisles arc: 

6903 
6905 

ABERFFRA W PARISH CHURCH 
BEAUMARIS PAR ISH CHURCH 

south 
nonh 
south 
nonh and south 
south 
nonh 
north 
south 
south 
north 
south 
south 
north 

nonh and south 
north and south 
north and south 
north and south 
north and south 
north 
north and south 
south 

north 
north and south 

rwo of the churches. Llanddy fnan and Llangwyllog. have an unusual west annexe. 

A number of medieval roofs survive, ofrcn only the trusses, which are usually arch-braced collar-beam trusses of 
15'h or J6'h century date, although two of the churches (Liandysi lio and Llanrhwydrys) contain crucks, which 
may still exist elsewhere but are so embedded in the wall that it is impossible to identify them. Some have 
cusped struts or windbraccs. The following churches were noted as containing medieval roof timbers: 

6940 LLANOABO PA RISH CHURCH 
6960 LLANORYGARN PARISH CHURCH 
6969 LLANDYSILIO PARISH CHURCH 
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6972 LLANE lLI AN PARISH CHURCI I 
6977 LLANEUGRAD PARISH CHURCH 
6992 LLANFAIRYNGHORNWY PARISH CHURCH 
6998 LLANFIHANGEL DIN SYL WY PARISH CHURCH 
70 I I LLANGEINWEN PARISH CHURCH 
7020 LLANGWYFAN PARISH CHURCH 
7030 LLANRHWYDRYS PARISH CHURCH 
7056 PENMYNYDD PARISH CHURCH 
7069 TAL Y LLYN CHURCH (ANG) 

Finings from late medieval times include a number of fonts. mostly octagonal gritstone bowls, which are found 
at: 

6909 BODEDERN PARISH CHURCH 
6959 LLANDEGFAN PARISH CHURCI I 
6976 LLANERCHYMEDD PARISH Cll URCH 
6995 LLANFFLEWYN PARISH CHURCH 
6996 LLANFIGAEL PARISH CHURCH 
6998 LLANFIHANGEL DIN SYLWY 
7015 LLANGOED PARISH CHURCH 
7056 PENMYNYDD PARISH CHURCH 
7064 RHODOGEIDIO PAR ISH CHURCII 
7068 RHOSCOL YN PARISH CHURCH 
7069 TAL Y LLYN CHURCH (ANG) 

Glass of late medieval date was noted at the following churches: 

6905 BEAUMARIS PARISH CHURC II 
6993 LLANFECHELL PARISH CHURC II 
7008 LLANGADWALADR PARISH CIIURCH 
705-1 PENMON PARISH CHURCH 
7072 TREFDRAETII PARISH CHURCH 

Of these. that nt Llangadwaladr is the most interesting. At Llanwenllwyfo. a church not included in this survey. 
is some in teresting Flemish glass. donated by Sir Arundel Ncave from Llysdulas. 

Rood Screens nrc uncommon in Anglesey. and the only one len is the example at Llaneilian, a church which 
also contains seating of late medieval date. The only other church noted with late medieval seating was 
Beaumaris. 

Lntc medievnlmemorials consist of the following: the 1-l'h century grave slabs of Iestyn and Pabo at Llaniestyn 
and Llanbabo: the two effigies in Ncwborough church: and the two alabaster table tombs in Beaumaris and 
Pcnmynydd, both possibly originat ing from Llanfaes Priory: 

Post-Reformation building 

Private chapels were still being constructed after the refonnation, as were some churches (e.g. Gwydyr chapel. 
Llanrwst), but on Anglesey these arc few. and by far the best example is the Owen chapel at Llangadwaladr, 
built in late perpend icular style in 166 1. This vvas formerly matched by the Meyrick chapel, but this was re-built 
in the 19'11 century. Very li ttle other substantial work was carried out before the 19'h century, although the towers 
at Uan fairynghornwy and Caergybi are probably of the 18'h century. 

The majority of the finings and seating in the churches was 19th century or later. and was not specifically 
recorded. However two 17'h century pulpits were noted. one at Llanfihangel Din Silwy and the other at 
Llangoed. At Llnnfigael are early 19'h century fittings which are of interest as they have not been significantly 
altered since the church was re-furnished c. 1800. 
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19'h century rebu ilding and restoration 

Restoration of Anglesey churches in the 19'h century was thorough, and very few churches escaped any 
restoration. Perhaps the most fortunate was Penmynydd, which was to be replaced by a church to the design of 
the Diocesan architect H Kennedy, but instead, partly through the encouragement of H Longueville Jones, 
author of Mona A!ediei'C/, the church was carefully restored and many of its original fitt ings were retained. Also 
of interest is the church at Rhodogeidio, rebuilt by the rector but using all its original materials. However, many 
were either restored to the extent that only medieval walls remained, or were completely rebuilt. The majority 
were architect designed, many of them to designs by H Kennedy, whose windows tend to be easily recognised. 
Caergybi was restored by Sir Gilbert Scott, whose plans remain. Money was invested by a number of the estate 
owning families, such as the Meyrick's ofBodorgan, who rebu ilt the north chapel at Llangadwaladr, or the 
Bulkeley's of Baron Hill. responsible for the tower ( 1811) and the north chapel (1885) at Llanfaes. Amlwch is 
an interesting example of a church rebuilt early in this period: it was built in 1800, and was designed by James 
Wyatt. and is the only example in the area of a church in classical style. The list of churches rebuilt or restored 
is given above. 
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CAERNARFON CHURCHES 

The nature of the reso urce 

The churches described in this section are those with in the pre-1974 County of Caemarfon, but excluding those 
on the east side of the former county, which arc discussed in the Conwy Valley report. These areas are covered 
by the earlier Deanery's of Lleyn and western Arllechwedd , and the modern Deanery's of western Arllechwedd, 
Arfon. Lleyn and Eiftonydd. 

Th is area includes 58 churches of medieval date, of which 51 met the criteria for inclusion within this project, 
namely churches of pre I 9'h century origin which are stil l owned by the Church in Wales. One of the 51 
churches (Lianfaglan) is managed by the Friends of Friendless Churches. A private chapel of the 17th century 
exists at Va) no! Hall. Bangor Cathedral does not fall within the scope of this project. 

The churches not included but which contain medieva l architecture or archaeologica l potential are: 

Bardsey: in ruins. only tower remains (SAM). 
Bodferin: only foundations remain (SAM) 
Capel Galltcoed: ruined chape l, in private hands (SAM) 
Mellteyrn: dem ol ished c. 1989, foundations remain 
'efyn: 18th century church in private hands. 

Penrhos: church of 18-12 built on an earlier site, now in private hands 
Rh iw: 18th century church on earlier s ite, now in private hands 

rhrce of the above. as indicated. are scheduled . 

The following is an alphabetica l list of churches which were inc luded within the present study; the number on 
the left is the Gwynedd Archaeologica l Trust's Primary Record Number (PRN). 

6900 ,\BER PARISH CIIURCH 
690 I A SERDA RON PARISH CHURCH 
6902 ABERERCH PARISH CHURCI I 
6906 BEDDGELERT PARISH CH URCH 
6907 BET\VS GARMON PARISH CII URCH 
69 11 BODUAN PAR ISI! CHURCII 
691 3 BOTWNNOG PAR ISI I CI IURCH 
691-1 BRYNCROES PARISH CHURCII 
6917 CAERNARFON. StMARY'S CII URCH 
6919 CARNGUWCH PARISH CHURC H 
69:20 CE IDIO PARISH CHURCH 
69:22 CLYN OG FA WR PARISH CHURCH 
6925 CRICCIETH PARISH CHURCI I 
69:26 DENE IO PARISI I CII URCH 
6927 DOLBE 'MAEN PARISH CHURCH 
6930 DWYGYFYLCHI PARISH CHURCH 
6931 EDER1 PA.RISH CHU RCH 
6937 LLANA ELHAEARN PARISH Cl lURCH 
6939 LLANARMON PARISH CHURCH 
6942 LLANOEBLIG PARISH CHURCH 
6946 LLANBEDROG PARISH CHURCH 
6947 LLANB ERIS PARISH CHURCH (NANT PERIS) 
695 I LLANDDEINIOLEN PARISH CHURCII 
6958 LLANDEGAI PARISH CHURCH 
6962 LLANDUDWEN PARISH CHURCH 
6966 LLANDWROG PARISI-I CHURCH 
6968 LLANDYGWNNING PARISH CHURCH 
6975 LLANENGAN PARISI I CHURCH 
698I LLANFAELRHYS PARISH CHURCH 
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6984 LLANFAGLAN PARISH CHURCH 
6986 LLANFA IR IS GAER PARISH CHURCH 
6991 LLANFA!RFECHAN PARISH CHURCH 
6997 LLANFIHANGEL BACHELLAETH PARISH CHURCH 
7002 LLANFIHANGEL Y PENNANT PARISH CHURCH (CRN) 
7014 LLANGIAN PARISH CHURCH 
7018 LLANGWNNADL PARISH CHURCH 
7022 LLANGYBl PARISH CHURCH 
7025 LLANIESTYN PARISH CHURCH (CRN) 
7026 LLANLLECHID PARISH CHURCH 
7028 LLANLLYFNI PARISH CHURCH 
7029 LLANNOR PARISH CHURCH 
7033 LLANRUG PARISH CHURCH 
7039 LLANWNDA PARISH CHURCH 
7043 LLANYSTUMDWY PAR ISH CHURCH 
7052 PENLLECH PARISH CHURCH 
7055 PENMORFA PARISH CHURCH 
7060 PENTIR PARISH CHURCH 
7062 PISTYLL PARISH CHURCH 
7073 TREFL YS PARISH CHURCH 
7077 TUDWEILIOG PARISH CHURCH 
7079 YNYSCYNHAEARN PARISH CHURCH 

Churches of particular merit 

Of the churches included. the following vvere considered to conta in medieval remains of particular merit (i.e. to 
the value of very good (0 I) or good (02). as defined in the introduct ion to this report). 

6901 
6902 
6906 
6922 
6975 
701 8 
7025 
6937 
6939 

Churches at risk 

ABERDARON PARISH CHURCH 
ABERERCI I PARISH CHURCH 
BE DDGELERT PARISH CHURCH 
CL YNNOG FA WR PARISI-I CHURCH 
LLANENGAN PARISH CHURCH 
LLANGWNNADL PARISH CHURCH 
LLAN IESTYN PARISH CHURCH (CRN) 
LLA AELHAEARN PAR ISH CHURCH 
LLANARMON PARISH CHURCH 

02 
02 
02 
0 1 
0 1 
Ol 
01 
02 
02 

Of the churches which contained upstanding medieval masonry two are now redundant, and therefore 
considered to be at risk. The survival of med ieval architecture at these two sites was classed as medium, and no 
churches considered to be of part icular merit. The following is a list of these churches, the figure after denotes 
the su rvival value of the medieval church. 

6920 CE IDIO PARISI·! CHURCH 
7055 PENMORFA PARISH CHURCH 

Churches rebuilt or restored 

03 
OJ 

A very high number of churches (27 out of 51) in this area were either rebuilt or completely restored in the 19th 
century. This may reflect the relatively poor standard of origina l bu ild ing, particularly in the early part of the 
medieval period. 

The fol lowing churches were al l restored or rebuilt in the 19th century: 

6900 
6907 

ABER PARISH CHURCH 
BETWS GARMON PARISH CHURCH 

:! I 

rebui lt off site 
rebuilt off site 



6911 BODUAN PARISH CHURCH rebuilt ?on site 
6913 BOTWNNOG PARISH CHURCH rebuilt on site 
69 14 BRYNCROES PARISH CHURCI I rebuilt on site 
6919 CARNGUWCH PARISH CHURCH restored 
6926 DENEIO PARISH CHURCH rebui It off site 
6930 DWYGYFYLCIII PARJSH CHURCII rebuilt on site 
6931 EDERN PARJSH CHURCH rebuilt on site 
6951 LLANDDEINIOLEN PARISH CHURCH rebui lt off site 
6962 LLANDUDWEN PARISH CHURCH restored 
6966 LLANDWROG PARISH CHURCH rebuilt on site 
6968 LLA 1DYGWNNING PARISH CHURCH rebuilt on site 
6981 LLANFAELRHYS PARISH CHURCH restored 
6986 LLANFAIR IS GAER PARJSH CHURCH restored 
6991 LLANFA IRFECHAN PARJSH CHURCH rebuilt on site 
6997 LLANFIHANGEL BACHELLAETH PARISH CHURCH restored 
7002 LLANFIHANGEL Y PENNANT PARISH CHURCH (CRN) rebuilt on site 
7016 LLA LLECHID PARISH CHURCI I rebuilt off site 
7033 LLA RUG PARISH CHURCH restored 
7039 LLA WNDA PARISH CHURCII rebuilt ?off site 
70·-D LLANYSTUMDWY PARJSH CHURCH rebuilt on site 
7051 PENLLECH PARISH CHURCH rebuilt on site 
7060 PENTIR PARISH CHURCH rebu i It off site 
7073 TREFL YS PARISH CHURCH restored 
7077 TUDWEILIOG PARISH CHURCH rebuilt on site 
7079 Y 'YSCYNHAEAR~ PARISH CIIURCH rebuilt on site 

The following churches. therefore. retain the site of a medieval church within a cemetery which is now occupied 
by a later church. and therefore have a high archaeological potentia l: 

6900 ABER PARISI! CHURCH 
6907 BETWS GARMON PARISH CIIURCH 
6916 DENEIO PARISI! CHURCH 
6951 LLANDDEI !OLEN PARISH CHURCH 
7026 LLANLLECIIID PAR ISH CHURCH 
7039 LLANWNDA PARISH CHURCH 
7060 PENTIR PARISH CHURCH. 

Architectu ral analysis 

From the lists gi\ cn above. it is clear that a large proportion of the churches in this area were never built to a 
high standard. and the archaeological and architectural remains of interest arc confined to a relatively small 
number or churches. some of which. however. are of a particularly high standard. The typical church is of a 
continuous nave and chancel. with a south door and west bell-cote. There were often no windows in the north or 
west walls. and occasionally the only light would appear to have come from the door and an east window. Many 
of the churches appear to have been extended to the east in later medieval times. but virtually no information, 
with the possible exception of Llanfaglan. has come to light concerning the presence of early sanctuaries, and 
unlike Anglesc~. none of the churches. with the exception of Llanbeblig, have chancel arches. Most naves and 
chancels would. however. have been separated by a screen. and a number of these survive. 

Pre-conquest (i.e. pre 1283) arc hitectu re 

Very little pre-conquest architecture of Romanesque style survives, and of that which does, only the west door at 
Aberdaron is of note. The churches at Pistyll and Llanfaglan probably retain masonry of this date. 

The arriva l of the pointed arch. as elsewhere, is typified by monastic work, and one of the best examples is the 
triple lancet cast window and the meade at Beddgelert. However, also of this date is Llaniestyn church, with its 
triple lancet cast window. and there appears to have been another at Llannor, although the present window is 



modern. There were at least 27 churches in the area listed in the Valuation ofNorwich of 1254, but the majority 
were rebu ilt in later medieval times. 

The following churches are thought to contain work of I 2th or I 3th century date: 

6901 ABERDARON 
6902 ABERERCH 
6906 BEDDGELERT 
6925 CRICCIETH 
69<16 LLANBEDROG 
6968 LLANDYGWNING (Font only) 
6984 LLANFAGLAN 
7014 LLANG IAN 
7025 LLAN IESTYN 
7029 LLANNOR 
7062 PISTYLL 

Post-conquest (i.e. post 1283) a rchitecture 

There is very little early post-conquest architecture surviving in this area. Llanbeblig is the principal example, 
with StMary's in Caernarfo n, but these, like ch urches associated with the other Borough towns, are infl uenced 
by the English work being carried out at the borough and castle. Also of English influence is li kely to be the 
two light cast window at Llanfaglan. Some of the best work of this period is to be found at Bangor Cathedral. 
but this docs not appear to have influenced local building at all. 

Local churches with 14th and 15th century work are found at Penrnorfa, Llanae lhaearn, and Llanllyfni. The east 
windows at Penmorfa and Llanaelhaeam. each of three equal sized I ights, arc considered to be a 14th century 
development of the earl ier triple lancet window found at Llaniesryn (RCA HMW 1964). The north door at 
Llan llyli1i. with a two centred arch of deep voussoirs, is probab ly of this period. 

La te !\ledieva l church building 

The late medieval period. from 1-150 to the reformation. witnessed a dramatic increase in church building. and it 
is from this period that the best quality work is to be found. Th is includes the church at Clynnog, the 
construction of which may have been influenced by the work being carried ou t at Bangor by Bishop 
Skeffington. and recorded on the tower of Bangor Cathedral, dated 1532. Work at Llangwnnad l is dated by 
inscription to 1520. Churches built or re-built in this period which contain particularly fine work are: 

6902 ,\13ERERCH 
6922 CLYNNOG 
6927 DOLBENMAEN (Roof) 
6939 LLANARMON 
69-16 LLANBEDROG (Rood screen) 
6958 LLANDEGAI 
6975 LLANENGA 1 

70 18 LLANGWNNADL 
7025 LLANIESTYN 

Towers 

Tower building is typical of this period, and although these were only built in small numbers in this area, it is 
nevertheless a marked phenomenon. The following churches have towers built in the late medieval period: 

6922 CL YNNOG 
69-12 LLAN BEBLIG (this tower is of 14th/ 15th century date) 
6958 LLANDEGA I (central tower) 
6975 LLANE GAN 
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7029 LLANNOR. 

Aisles, transepts and chapels 

Also typical of this period is the construction of additional internal space. either by the addition of one or two 
chapels or an aisle. In some cases. a chapel would be increased in length to form an aisle. Churches with aisles 
and arcades of this period are: 

690 1 ABERDAR01 
6902 ABERERCH 
6925 CRJCCIETH 
6939 LLANARMOl\ 
6975 LLANENGAN 
7081 LLANGWNNADL 
7015 LLANIESTYN 

Churches with either one or two chapels or transepts of this period are: 

6922 CLYNNOG (2) 
6937 LLANAELHAEARN (1) 
69~7 LLANB ERI S (2) 
6958 LLANDEGAl (2) 
6962 LLANDUDWE~ (2) 
6966 LLA DWROG (2) 
6986 LLANFAIR IS GAER (I ) 
6991 LLANFAIRFEC IIAI\ (2) 
7028 LLANLLYFNI (2) 
7029 LLANNOR (I ) 
7033 LLAN K. Uli (2) 

Roof!> 

,\ number of medieval roofs sun ive. often only the trusses. which are usually arch-braced collar-beam trusses of 
15'" or 16'" century date. some with cusped struts and/or windbraces. Some also with chamfered soffits. The 
arch-braced co llar-benm roofhnd a vcr~ long life. at least from the late 14th century through to the late 16th 
century. and close dating by roof type is not yet possib le. Llanrug contains one hammer beam truss, whereas the 
roof at Cl~ nnog is an e.\cellent cx:1mplc of a camber beam roof. The following churches all have roof trusses of 
medieval date: 

6902 ABE RERCII 
69 1 ~ l3RY NC ROES 
6920 CEIDIO 
6922 CLYNNOG 
6925 CRICCIETH 
6927 DOLBENMAE:-\ 
69.31 ED ERN 
6937 LLANAELI IAEARN 
6942 LLANBEBLIG 
6947 LLANBER IS 
6975 LLANENGAN 
698~ LLANFAGLAN 
6986 LLANFAIR IS GAER 
701~ LLANG IAN 
7018 LLANG WNNADL 
7028 LLANLLYFNI 
7033 LLANRUG 
7062 PISTYLL. 



Rood screens 

Rood screens are more common in this area than in Anglesey, although not all remain in situ, and only 
Llanengan retains its loft. The fo llowing chu rches contain rood screens: 

6902 ABERERCH 
6922 CL YNNOG 
6937 LLANAELHAEARN 
6939 LLANARMO 
6946 LLANBEDROG 
6947 LLANBERIS 
6975 LLANENGAN 

Seating 

Remains of medieval seat ing survives at the fo llowing churches: 

6902 ABERERCH 
6922 CL YN 10G 
6975 LLA ENGA?\ 

Glass 

There is very little glass of m~dieval date within this area. On ly three churches retain any, and these are only 
fragments. The three churches arc: 

6946 LLANBEDROG 
7018 LLA GWNNADL. 
7055 PEN~10RFA 

;\lcmorials 

Mc.::dicval memorials were.:: noted at the follow ing churches: 

6902 AI3ERERCI I 
69-ll LLANBEBL.IG 

6958 LL.ANDEGAI 

Post-reformation building 

(Cross-slabofc. 1400) 
(Remains of 5 cross-slabs of c. 1400: Effigy of 14'h 
century: Alabaster tomb 1587) 
(Alabaster tomb of two effigies. c. 1490) 

·1 here is very lillie surviving post-reformation building in this area. excluding 19th century bu ilding. The 
building of private chapels onto existing parish chu rches was not common in Caemarfonsh ire, although an 
example rema ins at Llanbc.::bl ig. where the Vaynol chapel was built in the late 16th century; the same family 
wen: also responsible for building a private chapel in the grounds of their estate in 1560-80. Rhiw church is 
large ly of 18th cc.::ntury date. but is not included in this study. The south chapel at Llanfaglan is c. 1600 in date. 

Post-reformation fitt ings 

fhc majority of the fittings and seating in the churches is of the 19'h century or later, and was not specifically 
recorded. However .. there are 18th century box pews at Llanfaglan and Llanaelhaearn. Ynyscynhaeam church 
retains its earl~, 19th century fittings. 
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CONWY VALLEY CH URCHES 

The nature of the resource 

The churches described in this section are those within or adjacent to the Conwy Valley, which are within the 
post- 1974 county of Gwynedd. This area includes the east ponion of the Deanery of Arllechwedd in the 
Diocese of Bangor, and the west side of the deanery of Llanrwst in the Diocese of St Asaph. The churches 
within this area will also be discussed in the fonhcoming Clwyd report, to be produced by the Clwyd Powys 
Archaeological Trust. 

Th is area includes 20 churches of medieval date, all ofwhich meet the criteria fo r inclusion within this project, 
namely churches of medieval origin which are still owned by the Church in Wales. Ecclesiastical buildings not 
included within the study are the two Post-reformation chapels at Gwydir Uchaf and Penrhyn, both of which arl! 
~cheduled ancient monuments. 

The following is an alphabetical list of churches which were included within the present study; the number on 
the left is the Gwynedd Archaeological Trust's Primary Record Number (PRN). 

6908 BETWS Y COED PARISH CHURCH 
6916 CAERHUN PARISH CHURCH 
691 S CAPEL CU RIG PARISH CH URCH 
6963 CAPEL GA RMON PARISH CHURCH 
6924 CONWAY PARISH CHURCH 
6929 DOLWYDDELAN PARISH CHURCH 
6932 EGLWYS-RHOS PARISH CHURCH 
6964 EGLWYSFAC H PARISH CHURCH 
6934 GYFriN PAR ISH CHURCH 
6945 LLANBEDR Y CENNIN PAR ISH CHURCH 
6965 LLANDDOGED PARISH CHURCH 
6961 LLANDUDNO PARISH CHURCH 
70 12 LLANGELYNIN PARISH CHURCH (CRN) 
70 I(} LLANGWSTENIN PARISH CHURCH 
7031 LLANRI IYCHWYN PARISH CHURCI I 
7034 LLANRWST PARISH CHURCH 
7081 LLANSANTFFRAID GLAN CONWY 
7053 PENMACHNO PARISH CHURCH 
7074 TREFRIW PARISH CHURCI I 
7080 YSBY fY !FAN CHURCH 

Churches of particular merit 

or tht: churcht:s included. the folio'' ing ''ere considered to contain mediev11l remains of panicular merit (i.e. to 
thL' value or very good (0 I) or good (02). as defined in the introduction to this report). 

6924 
7031 
69 16 
6929 
693-l 
69-15 
701::! 
7034 

C'h u rches at risk 

CONWAY PARISH CHURCII 
LLANRHYCHWY PARISH Cl lURCH 
CAERIIUN PARISI I CHURCH 
DO LWYDDELAN PARISH CHURCH 
GYFFIN PARISH CHURCH 
LLANBEDR Y CENNIN PARISH CHURCI I 
LLANGELYNIN PARISH CIIURCH (CRN) 
LLANRWST PARISH CHURC II 

01 
01 
02 
02 
02 
02 
02 
02 

Of the churches which contained upstanding medieval masonry two are now redundant, and therefore 
considered to be at risk. The survival of medieval architecture at these two sites was classed as medium, and no 
chu rches considered to be of particular merit were closed. 
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6908 
6918 

BETWS Y COED PARISH CHURCH 
CAPEL CURIG PARISH CHURCH 

03 
03 

The following churches arc only occasionally used (i.e. less than once per month), and so are also considered to 
be at risk: 

7012 LLA GELY IN PARISH CHURCH (CRN) 02 
7031 LLANRHYCHWYN PARISH CHURCII 01 

Churches rebuilr or restored 

1\ very high number of churches (9 out of20) in this area were either rebu ilt or completely restored in the 19th 
cen tury. This may reflect the relatively poor standard of original bui lding, particularly in the early part ofthe 
mt'dicval period. 

fhe following churches were all restored or rebuilt in the 19th century: 

6963 CAPEL G/\RMO PARISH CHURCH rebuih off site 1789 and 1862 
6932 EGL WYS-RIIOS PARISH CHURCH restored 1865 
6964 EGL WYSFACII PARISH CHURCH rebuilt on site 1782. restored 1874 
6965 LLANDDOGED PARISH CHURCH restored 1838 
70 19 LLANGWSTEN IN PARISH CHURCH rebu ilt 1843 on site 
7081 LLANSANTFFRA ID GLAN CONWY rebui lt 1839 on site 
7053 PENM/\C II NO PARISH CHURCH rebuilt 1862 on site 
7074 TREFRIW PARISH CHURCH restored 19th century 
7080 YSBY fY I fAN CHURCH rebuilt 1861 on site 

On I) the church at Capel Garmon was built to one side of the earlier medieval one. and it therefore has good 
archaeological potential. I lowe' cr. there was formerly a second church at Penrnachno for which archaeological 
e\ idencc may rc:main. 

:\rc hitcctural analysi~ 

The churches in this arc::t bt.:ar certain similar characteristics to those further east. There is more evidence for 
Pre-conquest work than those further" est. and some of them have the characteristic double nave of the 
Dcnbighshire churches. 

The typical church is still the continuous nave and chancel with a south door, and there is usually some evidence 
for an casrern extension in late medieval times. ofren combined with the construction of a chapel or aisle. 

Pre-conquest (i.e. pre 1283) architecture 

Although there is no carved rornanesque architecture, in the style of that at Penmen. simple architecture 
utilising the round arch is found at Caerhun, Llandudno and Llanrhychwyn. 

The arrival of the pointed arch, as elsewhere, is typified by monastic work, and one of the best examples is the 
former Cistercian church at Conwy. Although largely dating from the l-Ith century, the west end of this church 
\\ ith its three lancet windows. is or 12th century date. 

The fol lowing churches arc thought to contain work of 12th or 13th century date: 

6916 C/\ERHUN PAR ISH CHURCI! 
69 18 CA PEL CU RIG PAR ISH CHURCII 
692-1 CONWAY PARISH CHURCH 
693-1 GYFFIN PARISI! CHURCH 
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6945 LLANBEDR Y CENNIN PARISH Cl lURCH 
696 1 LLANDUDNO PAR ISH CHURCH 
7012 LLANGELYN IN PARISH CHURCH (CRN) 
7031 LLANRHYCHWYN PARISH Cl lURCH 
7053 PENMACHNO PARISH CHURCH (font only) 
7074 TREFRIW PARISH CHURCH 

Post-conquest (i.e. post 1283) arch itecture 

Of the immediate post-conquest architecture. Conwy is the prime example, as is typical with the other 
Edwardian Boroughs. and the only other example of work of this date is the north door and roof at Betws y 
Coed. 

Late Medieva l church bu ild ing 

The late medieval period, from 1450 to the reformation, witnessed a dramatic increase in church bui lding, and, 
with the exception of Conwy. it is from this period that the best quality work is to be found. This includes 
Dolwyddelan church. which was built on its present site in the early 16th century, the rebuilding of Llanrwst 
church in the 15th century. the construct ion ofthe three double naves at Llanddoged, Llanrhychwyn and 
Trefriw. and the chancels at Caerhun and Llangelynin. The following churches contain substantial work of this 
date: 

6916 CAE RH UN PARISH CHURCH 
6924 CONWAY PARISH CHURCH 
6929 DOLWYDDELAN PARISH CHURCH 
6932 EGLWYS-RHOS PARISH CHURCH 
693-l GYFFIN PARISH CHU RCH 
69-l.:i LLANBEDR Y CENNIN PARISH CHURCH 
6961 LLANDUDNO PARISH CHURCI I 
7012 LLANGELYNIN PAR ISH CHURCH (CRN) 
703 I LLANRHYCIIWYN PARISH CIIURCH 
7034 LLAl\RWST PAR ISH CHURCII 
7074 TREFRIW PARISH CHURCII 

Towers 

fher..:: an.: no m..::d icvrd towers wnh in til is area. 

Aisles, transepts and chapels 

Typical of this period is the construction of additional in ternal space, either by the addition of one or two chapels 
or an aisk. In some cases, a chap..::! would be increased in length to form an aisle. Churches with ais les and 
arcades of this period are: 

6965 LLANDDOGED PARISH CHURCI I 
7031 LLANRHYCHWYN PARISH CHL;RCH 
7074 TREFRIW PARISH CIIURCI I 

Churches with either one or two chapels or transepts of this period are: 

69 16 CAERHUN PARISH CHURCH 
6918 CA PEL CURIG PARISH CHURCI I 
6924 CONWAY PARISH CHURCH 
6929 DOLWYDDELAN PARISH CHURCH 
6932 EG LWYS-RIIOS PARISH CHURCII 
6934 GYFFIN PARISH CHURCH 
6945 LLANBEDR Y CENNIN PARISH CHURCH 
7012 LLANGEL YNIN PARISH CHURCI I (CRN) 

28 

·. 



7034 LLANR WST PARISH CHURCI I 

Roofs 

A number of medieval roofs survive, often only the trusses, which are usually arch-braced collar-beam trusses of 
15'h or 16'" century date, some with cusped struts and/or windbraces. Some also with chamfered soffits. The 
arch-braced collar-beam roof had a very long life, at least from the late 14th century through to the late 16th 
century, and close dating by roof type is not yet poss ible. The painted ceiling panels at Gyftin arc of part icular 
importance. 

6908 BETWS Y COED PARISH CHURCH 
6916 CAERHUN PARISH CHURCH 
6918 CAPEL CURIG PARISH CHURCH 
6929 DOL WYDDELAN PARISH CHURCH 
69.32 EGLWYS-RJIOS PARISH CHURCH 
6934 GYFFIN PARISH CHURCH 
6945 LLA BEDR Y CENNIN PARISH CHURCH 
6961 LLANDUD 0 PARISH CHURCH 
7012 LLANGEL YNI PARISH CHURCH (CRN) 
7031 LLANRHYCIIWYN PARISH CHURCH 
7074 TREFRIW PARISI-I CHURCH 

Rood sc reens 

This area is relatively rich in screens. of which Conwy is a particularly fine example. although that at Llanrwst 
and Oolwyddelan arc also of note. The parclose screen at Gyffin is also of interest. The following churches 
contain complete or partial remains of screens: 

692-1 CONWAY PARISH CHURCH 
692C) DOLWYDDELAN PARISH CHURCII 
693-1 GYFFIN PARISH CHURCH 
6961 LLA 'DUDNO PARISH CHURCII 
7012 LLANGEL YNIN PARISH CHURCII (CRN) 
703-1 LLANR\VST PARISH CHU RCH 

Sea ting 

Remains 0!" mcdi.:val seating survi\'cS at Conwa) . 

GI<!S~ 

The follow ing churches retain med ieva l glass: 

6908 BETWS Y COED PARISH CHURCII 
6929 DOL \\'YDDELA1 PARISH CHURCH 
7019 LLA GWSTENIN PARISH CHURCH 
7031 LLANRHYCHWYN PARISH CHURCII 
7081 LLANSANTFFRAID GLAN CONWY 

Memorials 

This area is relatively rich in 12th to 14th century grnveslabs. The collections at Conwy and Ysbyty I fan are of 
particular note. There are also a number of effigies of later date, including the one of Gruffydd ap Dafydd Goch 
at Betws y Coed. and that of Howe! Coetmor at Llanrwst. 

Medieval memorials were noted at the following churches: 

6908 BETWS Y COED PARISH CHURCII (14th century effigy) 



6924 

6929 
6934 
6961 
7034 
7080 

CONWAY PARISH CHURCH 

DOLWYDDELAN PARISH CHURCH 
GYFFIN PARISH CHURCH 
LLANDUDNO PARISH CHURCH 
LLANRWST PARISH CHURCI I 
YSBYTY IF AN CHURCH 

Post-reformatio n building 

(6 cross-s labs; 15th century effigy 
and other fragments) 
(Brass dated 1525) 
(2 14th century graveslabs) 
(2 14th century graveslabs) 
(13th century coffin; effigy of 1440) 
(remains of3 14th century graveslabs; 3 15th 
century effigies). 

The two principal buildings which fall into this category. namely the chapels at Gwydir Uchaf and Penrhyn. do 
not fall within the remit of this study. However, the chapel at Llanrwst is included, and is a fine example of a 
private chapel of the 17th century. 

Post-refo rma tion fi ttings 

The majority of the fillings and seating in the churches is of the 19'h century or later, and was not specifically 
recorded. However the follo\\'ing churches were noted as containing features of interest: 

6908 
6916 
6929 

69-15 

6965 

70 12 
7031 

707-l 

BETWS Y COED PARISH CHURCH 
CAERHUN PARISH CHURCII 
DOLWYDDELAN PARISH CHURCH 

LLANBEDR Y CENNIN PARISH CHURCH 

LLA 1DDOGED PARISH CHURCH 

LL/\NGEL YNIN PARISH CHURCH(CRN) 
LLANRHYCIIWYN PARISH CIIURCH 

TREFRI\\' PARISII CHURCH 
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(pu lpit and reading desk of 1697) 
(16th century chest) 
(17th century communion table: 
18th century pews) 
( 18'h century pu lpit, read ing desk and 
pews) 

(19th century box pews and three decker 
pulpit) 
(I 8th century pulpit) 
(I 7th centurycommunion rails 
and pu lpit) 
(17th century pulpit; 18th century 
communion table and benches) 



ME IRIONNYDD CHURCHES 

The nature o f the resource 

The churches described in this section are those within the pre-1974 of Merioneth, but excluding those on the 
east which were transferred to Clwyd in I 974. This includes the present deaneries of Ardudwy, and Ystumaner 
in the Diocese of Bangor. and the Deanery of Penllyn in the Diocese of St Asaph. 

This area includes 28 churches of medieval date. all of which met the criteria for inclusion with in th is project, 
namely churches of medieval origin which are still owned by the Church in Wales. 

The following is an alphabetical list of churches which were included within the present study; the number on 
the left is the Gwynedd Archaeological Trust's Primary Record umber (PRN). 

6928 DOLGELLAU PARISH CHURCH 
6933 FFESTINIOG PAR ISH CHURCI I 
6936 LLANABER PARISH CHURCII 
69-D LLANBEDR PARISH CHURCH 
69-19 LLANDANWG PARISH CHURCH 
6952 LLANDDERFEL PARISH CHURCH 
6955 LLANDDWYWE PARISH CHURCH 
6957 LLANDECWYN PARISH CHURCH 
6971 LLANEGRY PARISH CHURCH 
6973 LLANELL TYO PARISH CHURCH 
697-1 LLA ENDOWYN PARISH CHURCI I 
6979 LLA FACHRETH PARISH CHURCH 
6985 LLANFAIR PARISH CHURCH (MER) 
700 1 LLANFIHANGEL Y PENNANT PARISH CHURCH (MER) 
7003 LLAN FIHANGEL Y TRAETHA U PAR ISH CHURCH 
7005 LI.ANFOR PARISH CHURCH 
7006 LLANFROTIIEN PARISH CHURCH 
70 13 LLANGEL YNIN PARISH CHURCH (MER) 
7016 LLANGOWER PARISH CHURCH 
7037 LLANUWCHLLYN PARISH CHURCH 
70-10 I.L.ANYCIL PAR ISH CHURC II 
70-1 I LLANYMA WOOWY PARISH CHURCH 
7082 MAE. TWROG PARISH CHURCII 
70-18 MALLWYO PARISH CHURCH 
7057 PE NAL PARISH CHURCH 
7070 TAL Y LLYN PARISH CHURCH (MER) 
7071 TRA WSFYNYDD PARISH CHURCII 
707S TYWYN PARISH CHURCH 

Churches of particular merit 

Of the churchc included. the foliO\\ ing were considered to contain medieval remains of particular merit (i.e. to 
the value of very good (0 I) or good (02), as defined in the introduction to this report). 

6936 
6952 
7006 
70I3 
7048 
7078 

Ch urches at risk 

LLAN ABER PAR ISH CHURCII 
LLANDDERFEL PARISH CHURCII 
LLANFROTHEN PARISH CHURCII 
LLANGELY IN PARISH CHURCH (MER) 
MALL WYD PARISH CHURCH 
TYWYN PARISH CHURCH 
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Of the churches which contained upstanding medieval masonry one is now closed (Lianfrothen) and another 
only occasionally opened, and these two churches are therefore considered to be at risk. The survival of 
medieval arch itecture at these two sites was classed as good. 

7006 LLANFROTHEN PARISH CHURCI I 02 
7013 LLANGELYNIN PARISH CHURCH (MER) 02 

Churches rebuilt or restored 

A ' cry high number of churches ( 16 out of28) in this area were either rebuilt or completely restored in the 19th 
century. This may reflect the relatively poor standard of original building, particularly in the early part of the 
medieval period. 

The fo llowing churches were all restored or rebu ilt in the 19th century: 

6928 DOLGELLAU PARISH CHURCH 18'h century church 
6933 FFESTINIOG PARISH CHURCII Rebuilt 1843 off site 
6957 LLA DECWYN PARISH CH URCH Rebuilt 1880 off site 
6973 LLANELL TYD PARISH CH URCH Restored 1899 
697-1 LLANENDDWYN PARlSH CHURCII Restored 1883 
6979 LLA FACHRETH PARISH CHURCH Rebuilt 1874 on site 
7003 LLANFIHANGEL Y TRAETHAU PARISH CHURCH Restored 1884 
7005 LLANFOR PARISH CHURCH Rebuilt 1875 on site 
70 16 LLANGOWF.R PARISH CHURCH Rebuilt 1871 on site 
7037 LLANUWCHLLYN PARISH CHURCI I Rebuilt 1873 on site 
70-10 LLANYC IL PARISH CHURCH Restored 1881 
70-11 LLANY MA WDDWY PARISH CHURCH Rebuilt in 19'h 

7082 
7057 
7070 
7071 

\-IAE 'T\\'ROG PARISH CHURCH 
PE. AL PA RISH CHURCH 
TAL Y LLYN PARISH CHURCH (MER) 
TRA WSFY\1YDD PARISH CHURCH 

century on site 
Rebuilt 1896 on site 
18'h century church 
Restored 1876 
Restored 1854 

I he fo l l o\\'in~ chu rches. therdorc. retain the s ite of a medieva l church within the cemetery which is now 
occu pied by a later church. and tht•n:fore have a high archaeological potential: 

6933 FFESTI NIOG Pl\R ISH CHURCH 
6957 LLAl\'DFC WYN PA RISH CHURCH 

Archi tectural anal~·sis 

The medieval ecclesiastical architecture of Meirionnydd is variable in quality, although much was undoubtedly 
of a fair ly low standard to warrant the large amount of rebuilding that was undertaken in late medieval and post
medieval times. The typical church. as in Caernarfon. is of a continuous nave and chancel, with a south door 
and west bell-cote. There were often no windows in the north or west walls, and occasionally the only light 
would appear to have come from the door and an east window. Few of the churches, with the exception of 
Llanaber. have chancel arches. Most naves and chancels would. however, have been separated by a screen. and 
a number of these survive. 

Pre-conquest (i.e. post 1283) architecture 

Tht: pre-conquest architecture of this area is dominated by two churches, one in the Romanesque style, the other 
in the Early Engl ish style. The first church is that at Tywyn, which is the only church in Gwynedd to have 
arcades of 12th century date. and although much of this church has been rebuilt it still remains of particular 
interest. Also from this period is the possible 12th century tower which formerly ex isted at Llanfor, and the font 
at Llanfihangel y Pennant. The stone at Llantihangel y Traethu recording the construction of a church at this 
period is interesting. although the church there has been restored, and retains no obvious material of this date. 



The second church of particular note is Llanaber, a remarkable church with aisles and chancel arch all in the 
Early English style. This church has also been restored, and some of its walls rebuilt, but nonetheless it remains 
the best example of a church ofthis style in Gwynedd. Also ofthis date, however, is the church of Lianfrothen 
with its triple lancet window of the same style as those on Lleyn. 

The following churches are thought to contain ·work of 12th or 13th century date: 

6936 LLANABER PARISH CHURCII 
6949 LLANDAN WG PA RI SH CHURCH 
6974 LLANENDDWYN PARJ SH CHURCH 
6985 LLANFAIR PARISH CHURCH (MER) 
7001 LLAN FIHANGEL Y PENNANT PARISH CHURCH (MER) 
7003 LLANFIHANGEL Y TRAETHAU PARISH CHURCH 
7005 LLAN FOR PA RISH CHURCH 
7006 LLANFROTH EN PARISH CHURCH 
7013 LLANGEL YNI PARISH CHURCH (MER) 
7078 TYWYl\ PARISH CHURCH 

Post-conquest (i.e. post 1283) Architectu re 

J"hcrc is very lillie:: immediate post-conquest architecture surviving in this area. the principal reason being the 
lac I- of an Edwardian Borough. which provides nearly the sole examples from the remainder of Gwynedd. 
There is a 14th co:ntur~ font at Llanymawddwy. and Llanegryn may date from this period. 

Late Medi eval church building 

·\ s tn the remainder of Gwynedd. Mcirionnydd witnessed an increase in church rebuilding at this time. although 
there is no major exam pit.: in the style of Clynnog or Llaneilian. 

Churches with \\'Ork of this period arc: 

69-13 LLA 'BEDR PARISH CHURCII 
69-19 LLM\DAN WG PARISH CH URCJI 
6952 LLAl'\DDERFEL PAR ISH CHURCH 
6955 LLANDDWYWC PA RISH CHURCH 
6971 LL!\~EGRYN PARISH CH URCH 
6973 LLA:--:ELL TYO PARISH CHURCH 
697-1 LLANE DDWYN PARISH CHURCH 
6985 LLA. 'FA IR PAR ISI I CHURCI! (MER) 
7001 LLAN FIHANG EL Y PENNANT PARISH CHURCH (MER) 
7006 LLANFROTHEN PAR ISH CIIURCH 
7013 LLA\'GELY IN PARISH CIIURCH (MER) 
7070 "I,\L Y LL Y PARISH CHURCH (MER) 

To" crs 

There arc no medieval towers surviving in this area. although there was formerly one at Llanfor. 

Aisles, transepts and chapels 

Typical of this period is the construct ion of additional intemal space. either by the addition of one or two chapels 
or an aisle. llowevcr this area is unusual in not containing any aisles, although a number of chapels were 
constructed. Llanfair and Llanfor churches formerly had a north chapel. but these were demolished in the last 
centu ry. 

Churches with either one or two chapels or transepts of this period arc: 
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6974 LLAN ENDDWYN PARISH CHURCII 
700 1 LLANFIHANGE L Y PENNANT PARISH CHURCH (MER) 
7070 TAL Y LLYN PA RI SH CHURCH (MER) 

Roofs 

A number of medieval roofs su rvive. often only the trusses, which are usually arch-braced collar-beam trusses of 
15'h or 16'h century date, some with cusped struts and/or windbraces. Some also with chamfered soffits . The 
arch-braced co llar-beam roof had a very long life, at least from the late 14th century through to the late 16th 
century, and close dating by roof type is not yet possible. Of particular interest in this area is the painted ceil ing 
at Tal y Ll) n. 

Churches with roofs of late medieval date are: 

6936 LLANAB ER PARISH CHURCH 
69-13 LLANBEDR PARISH CHURCH 
69-19 LLA DANWG PA RISH CHURCH 
6955 LLAl\ODWYWE PA RI SH CHURCH 
6<>71 LLANEGRYN PARISH CHURCH 
6973 LLA ELL TYO PAR ISH CHURCH 
697-1 LLANEN DOWYN PARISH CHURCH 
6985 LLANFAIR PARISH CHURCH (MER) 
7006 LLAN FROTHEN PARISH CHURCH 
70-18 f\IA LLWYD PARISH CHURCH 
7057 PENNAL PARISH CHURCH 
7070 TAL Y LLY PARISH CHURCII (MER) 
707 1 TRA \\'SFY YDD PARISH CIIURCH 

Hood st·n·c rl ~ 

Rood screen~ arc rcl:uivcl~ common in this area. and bear some resemblance to those in Western 
Cacrnarfon~h i rc. The screen at Llanegryn is a particularly fine example. 

The folio" 111~ churcht.:s contain part or complete rood screens: 

6936 LLANABER PARISH CHURC II 
69.Jl) LLANDANWG PAR ISH CHURCII 
695:! LLA~DDERFEL PARISH CHURCH 
6955 LLAl\00\\'Y\VE PARISH CHURCH 
6971 LLANEGRYN PARISH CHURCH 
6985 LLANFAIR PARISH CHURCH (MER) 
7006 LLANFROTHEN PAR ISH CHURCH 
70 I :; LLANGELYN IN PARISH CHURC H (MER) 
7070 TAL Y LLYN PAR ISH CHURCH (ME R) 

Seating 

No remains of medieva l seating were noted in this area. 

Glass 

No medieval stained glass was noted in this area. 

Memorials 

There arc two inscribed stones of the 12th century of particular interest. the one at Llanfair, not ing the erection 
of a church. and the one at Llanclltycl which contains the footprint of Ocnyric. There are four 14th century 



effigies, two at Tywyn, and one at both Dolgellau and Llanuwchllyn. Although not strictly a memorial, of 
interest is the effigy of Ddcrfil's horse at Llandderfel. 

:vledieval memorials were noted at the following churches: 

6928 
6936 
6952 
6957 
6971 
6973 
7037 
7078 

DOLGELLAU PARISH CHURCH 
LLANABER PAR ISI·! CHURCH 
LLANDDERFEL PARISH CIIURCH 
LLANDECWYN PARISH CHURCH 
LLANEGRYN PARISH CHURCH 
LLAN ELLTYD PARISH CHURCH 
LLANUWCHLLYN PARlSH CHURCH 
TYWYN PARISH CHURCH 

Post-reformation building 

Effigy of Meurig ap Ynyr Fychan, c. I 345 
Graveslab of I 3th century 
St Dderfil 's horse- wooden effigy 
Inscribed stone of II •h century 
Cross inscribed stone of I I •h century 
Inscribed stone of 12'h century 
Effigy ofleuan ap Gruffydd. 1395 
Two 1-Hh century effigies 

Th is area is unusual in containing interesting remains of both 17th century and 18th century date. From the 
earlier centur~ the church of Mallwyd is a remarl-.able example. and it appears that the work here can be 
connected with the Rev. John Davies. Also of interest is the north chapel with its screen at Llanddwywe, carried 
ou t by the Vaughan· s of Corsygedo l in the early 17th century. 

Dolgcllau and Penna! are two I 8th century churches. the former of which is a particularly fine example. The 
only other church built in pre-Victorian style in Gwynedd is that at Amlwch. Anglesey, bui lt in 1800. 

Pos t-reformation fittings 

lh..: nwjorit~ of the fittings and seatrng in the churches arc of the 19'h century or later, and were not specifically 
n:corded . At Llanc llryd carly 17th century pew timbers have been re-used to panel the walls. Some early 19th 
century fittings remain at Llantihangcl ~ Pennant. rhere are fonts of Post-reformation date at Llanbedr and 
Penna I. 
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