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BRITISH GAS PIPELIJ\1E LLANWNDA- PENYGROES (G l 493) 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT 

1. INTRODUCTION 

British Gas are proposing to lay a mains gas pipe between the gas sub-stations at SH47855841 , 
just east of Cae-moel farm. Llanwnda to SH4762530J, just north of the 84418, Penygroes. 

The extent of the area of interest has been taken as a Mrip 20m wide centred on the proposed 
route. The route largely encroaches upon improved pasture. with pockets of unimproved 
pasture. scrub :1nd marshland especially in the area between Bryn-neidr and Cae Uchaf. 

Gwynedd Archaeological Trust (Contracts section) was commissioned to undertake an 
archaeological assessmenr of the route. 

2. ASSESSMENT BRIEF 

A brief was prepared by Gwynedd Archaeological Planning Service. A report was requested 
to assess the likely archaeological impact of the proposals and to recommend mitigatory 
measures. 

The requirement was for fie ld search of tile corridor of interest coupled with a desk-top survey 
in order to assess the impact of the proposals on the archaeological and heritage features within 
the pipeline corridor and close enough to it to be affected . The importance and condition of 
known archaeological remains were to be assessed and any other areas of archaeological 
interest to be identified. Measures lo mitigate the:: ~ffecrs of the pipeline scheme on the 
archaeology were to be recommended. 

Gwynedd Archaeological Trust 's proposals for fulfilling these requirements were, brietly. as 
follows: 

a) to identify an<.J record the cultural heritage of the area to be affected by the proposals; 

b) to evaluate the importance of what was identified (both as a cultural landscape and as the 
individual item which make up that landscape); and 

c) to recommend ways in which damage to the cultural heritage can be avoided or minimised. 

The work described in this reporr covers that carTied out for an initial assessment. i.e. a 
de ktop study and field visit. Recommendations are made for further assessment work if the 
status of a site is not known, and if it is likely to be affected by the route of the pipeline. 

N .B. Full details of ancillary areas likely to be affected by the pipeline works. such as vehicle 
parking and turning areas, materials storage areas etc. . have not yet heen suppl ied. 
Experience shows that these areas are a. likely to suffer damage a the actual land-take for the 
pipeline. If all such areas fall within the corridor of interest, they will have been covered, but 
in order that all areas affected may be subjected to the same level of survey, any infonnation 
relating to areas affected outside the 20 m corridor should be notified to the Trust as soon as 
possible. 

3. METHOD A~D TECH~IQUES 

3.1 Desk-top Study 

Consultation of maps. computer records , written records and reference works. which make up 
the Sites and Monuments Record, was undertaken at Gwynedd Archaeological Trust. Records 
(including early Ordnance Survey maps, tithe map. and schedule~. estate maps and papers and 



reference works - see bibliography) were consulted in the County archives at Caernarfon. 
Aerial photograph coverage of the whole route was examined using a set of colour vertical 
photographs taken in 1993 and held by the Countryside Counci I for Wales. 

3.2 Field Search 

The field .·earch was undertaken on June 23rd and June 24th when the whole length of the 
preferred roU£e was walked apart from field numbers 0076. 0070. 0065. 0056 and 0039 where 
Mr J Davies of Cefn llt:ndre , Llanwnda would not permit access until 9th July due to si lage 
cutting. Conditions were generally fine fur fieldwork, though a proportion of the land was 
extremely boggy or hidden by high vegetation. such as long grass, bracken and gorse scrub. 
The light condition was good for the time of year. 

Sires identified were marked on copies of 1:2500 plans supplied by Transco. as accurately as 
possible without surveying. Detailed notes were made of the more imporrant ites and 
photographs were taken or a II potential s ites identified. 

3.3 Report 

All avai lable information was collated. and transferred onto a single set o f maps at a scale of 
1:2500 for convenience. The sires wen: then assessed and allocated to the categories listed 
below. These are intended to give an idea of rhe importance of the site and the level of 
response likely to be required. for ease of rt:ference; descr iptions of the s ites and specific 
recommendarions for further evaluation or mitigatory measures. as appropria te. are given in 
the relevant sections of th is report. 

In some cases, further investigation may result in sites being moved into different categories. 
The criteria u ed for allocating sires ro categories are based on those used by Lhe Secretary of 
State when considering ancient monument for schedulinp_; these are set out in Welsh Office 
Circular 60/96: Planni~1g ::md rhe Historic Environment: Archaeology. 

3.4 Categories 

Careg01)' A -Sires of narional imponance. 
Scheduled Ancient Monuments, Listed Building and s ites of schedulable or lisrnble quality, 
i.e. those which would meet rhe requirements for scheduling (anciem monuments) or listing 
(bui ldings) or both . 

Sites which are scheduled or listed have legal protection. and it 1s recommended that all 
Category A s ites remain pre erved and protected in situ. 

Category B - SiLe.s of regional or county importance. 
Sites which would not fulfil the criteria for scheduling or listing, but which are nevertheless of 
particular importance within the region. - ~ 

P reservation in situ is the preferred option for Category B s ites , but if damage or destruction 
cannot be avoided. appropriate derailed recording might be an acceptable alternative. 

Category C - Sites of district or local imporrunce. 
Si[es which are not o f sufficient importance to justify a recommendation for preservation if 
threatened . 

Category C sites nevertllclcss merit adequate recording in advance of damage or destruction . 

CategOI)' D - Minor and damaged sires. 
Sites which are of minor importance or so badly damaged that too little remains to justify their 
inclusion in a higher category. 
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For Category 0 sites, rapid recording, either 111 advance or during destruction. should be 
sufficiem. 

CategOJ)I E- Sites needing furt!ter investigation. 
Sites whose importance is as yet undetermined and which will require further work before they 
can be allocated to categories A - 0 are temporarily placed in this category, with specific 
recommendations for further evaluation. By the end of the assessment there should be no sites 
remaini ng in tf1is category. 

3.5 Definition of Impact 

The impact has been defined as none, slight. likely or considerable as follows: 

None: 
There is no improvement or construction impacr on this particular site. (Sites identified as of 
particular importance a re, where possible, avoided by the improvement proposals). 

SLight: 
This has generally been used where the impact is marginal and wou ld not by the nature of rhe 
site cause irreversible damage to the remainder of the feature. e.g . a track or field boundary 
cut at right angles by the pipeline . 

Like tv: 
In some instances the site in question is extremely close to the proposed route and may lie on 
the edge of, or just with in the easement corridor and subject to its nature be removed or 
damaged. 

Considerable: 
The total removal of a feature or its partial removal which would effectively destroy the 
remainder of the s ite . 

3.6 Definition of Mitigatory Recommendations 

The alig1m1ent of the proposed pipeline avoids as far as possible sites of archaeological 
interest. Where a s ite is affected, mitigation measures will be included. For the purposes of 
this report the mitigation and rescue archaeology proposals as suggested by Gwynedd 
Archaeological Trust have been summarised as: 

None: 
No impact so no requirement for mitigation rneasures. 

Detailed recording: 
Detailed recording requires a photographic record, surveying and the production of a measured 
drawing prior to the commencement of the works on sire. 

Archaeological excavation works may al so be required depending upon the particular feature 
and the extent and effect of the impact. Some of the sites would require dismaml ing by hand, 
to provide a detailed record of the method of construction and in the case of a listed structure, 
the salvage of materials for re-use and re-building. 

Recording by photograph and descripTion: 
Recording by photograph and description requires a photographic record and survey work 
prior to the commencement of works on s ite . A measured drawing may be required in certain 
cases. 

Watching brief 
At the commencement of the works on site, all sites affected by the works would need to be 
observed up to the end of the contract period. 
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Fence o.ff and avoid: 
It is recommended that the construction corridor avoid ~ sites whit.:h are of particul:~r 
importance. or which lie on the edge of the propmed corridor, and thar the e sites are dearly 
marked to avoid accidental damage. 

4. ARCHAEOLOGICAL FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATION 

4.1 Introduction 

The va t majority or the area walked in the course of the fjeJdwork wa. enclosed pasture. The 
majority of features of archaeological or historical imerest were associa ted with agriculture and 
domestic activity. 

Sites noted from documentary sources were identified in the field where possible, and in 
addition a number of previously unrecorded sites were identified. These are included. with the 
rest of the sites, in the gazetteer. The wutl of sites allocated numbers in the gazetteer was 33. 

4.2 Gazetteer of Archaeological Sites 

The gazeueer is divided into two pans: in the t"irst pan are those site ( l-25) which are close to 
the route of the pipeline and are likely to he directly affected by construction work, or in 
danger of being affet.:tcd during the esrablishment of the easemenr corridor, and this part or the 
gazetteer contains recommendations for mitigatory measures. 

Many of the sites identified wirhin [he corridor are of local interest onl y, but nonetheless form 
an intrinsic pan of the cultural landscape. and it is recommended that these sires are recorded 
at a basic level. 

The second pan of the gazeneer lists those . ites (26-33) which lie in the srudy area and which 
are identified as being of archaeologica l or histOrical interest. but are unl ikcly to be affected by 
the pipeline. 

4. 2.1 Sites \\'/iic/1 are likely to be affected by rile proposed pipeline. 

J. Old Railway Line - SH47885837 
Caregorv C l111pact: sLiglu 
The old rai lway line be tween Llanwnda anc.l Rhyd-udu runs west-east at right angles to the 
course of the pipelin<..: at this point. The area is overgrown with vegetation and overhung by 
trees. The bed of the line is still visible hut no laid tracks coulu be seen. This line is in the 
process of restoration. 
Recommendation for mitigafOI)' measures: Watching brief 

2. Old Track- SH47915807 
Caregory C Impact: slight 
This track runs north-west from the fortified c:nclosure at Gadlys farm (PRN 585). ll is a 
sunken vegetated track , 10m wide and 210m ion!!,, between rhe boundaries of field number 
0013 to the north and numbers 8407, 9200 and 0092 to the south. The track terminates at the 
nonb-west corner of field number 00 13 where it opens out beside the stream running east to 
west. Ir may be or Prehistoric or Roman date. 

Recommendation for mitigatory measures: Watching brief and record section through 
deposirs if relel'a/ll. 

3. Field System to the \-Vest of Gadlys - SH479579 
Category C Impact: slig!zt 
There are markeu height differences of 0.5m-l m between the fields in the field system to the 



west of Gaulys. The fields are stepped from the north-west to the south-east following the 
slope. The fields in this y tem affected by the pipeline are numbers 8407, 9200 and 0083. All 
these fidds contain improved pasture. There is a stone spread extending into field numher 
9200 at the northern end or tile boundary between field numbers 0092 and 0083 suggesting the 
boundary continued at an earlier date. Tht.: marked breaks of slope between the fields suggest 
they may form part of a late Prehistoric or Roman field system connected with Gaulys. 

Recommendation for mitigatory measures: Watching brief and record section through terraces 
if relemm. 

4. Possible enclosure SH47985726 
Categoty E Impact: sUgltr 
This feature consists of two elmHHHed mount.l set at right-angles to one another. and both are 
set into a ~.:urved kink wirhin the-at.ljacent field bounda~y. Tt1e boundary bear coppiced trees 
which appear fairly old (i.e. pre 19th centu1y). The longer of the two mounds. 10m long. lm 
wide and 0.5m high. runs parallel ro the houndary bank. The other, 6m long and lm wide. 
extends at right angks from the western end and curve slightly to the east. A disused field 
boundary also runs west lO east just south or this feature. The field conta ins unimprovet.l 
pasture and is very mar ' hY in places. 

Recommeudation for mitigalOt)' measures: A1·oid. 

5. Raised Platform - SH47975721 
Categorr E Impact: considerable 
A slightly raised rectangular grass-coveret.l platform. roughly 6m by 2m, which is curvet.l at 
the west end. runs alongside rhe field wall to the east of field number 0027. Tt crosses over a 
modern rield drain at tl1e t.:as1ern end. This feature is possibly the foundations of a long hut, 
although is more likely to be upcast rrom drainage work. 

Recommendation for mitigatOI]' measures: Al'oid. 

6. Features in Field 0016 - SH47985716 
Category E Impact: likely 
Field 0016 showed on the aerial photographs as containing everal circular features. During 
field work the field was found to be marshy pasture with many unidentifiable low mounds: the 
circular features were not visible. Of panil:ular note was a very prominent raised area against 
the north-east boundary wall at SH480 157 J 8. The mound lies just off the proposed route. and 
~.:an be avoided. A drain runs north-east to south-west across the middle of the field. 

Recommendation for mitigatory measures: A1·oid rile mound. and maimain a cominuous 
1\'atching brief during cunstruction within the field. 

7. Low Mound- SH47995712 
Careg01y E Impact: cunsiderable 
This feaLUrc is located dose to rhe eastern boundary of field 0008. It consists of a discrete low 
mound c. 3m diameter. It may be upcast !'rom drainage. 

Recommendation for mitigalOJ)' measures: Avoid {{possible, otherwise record and investigate 
in admnce. 

8. Old Boundarv Wall - SH48015706 
Category C Impact: sligllt 
This feature runs south-wt!Sl to north-east on the northern side of field 0004 and consists of a 
low stone wa ll of large rounded boulders. The parish boundary between Llanwnt.la and 
Llandwrog runs along Lhi · feamre. and it is therefore of probable medieval origins. 

Recommendation for mitigatmy measures: Wmching brief and record section tlzrougll 
boundary. 



9. Terraced Footpath - H48185679 
Categot)' D Impact: sliglll 
The footpath running north to south across t'it:ld number 2280 is slightly terraced into the slope 
of the field. The fielJ is unLler improved pasture. The path links two sclllements which are 
well e tahli ·hed by the 1840's. and so it is probably earlier than the 19th cemury. 

Recommendation for mitigatOJ}' measures: Wcuclzing brief 

10. Features in Field 5935 - SH486563 
CategOJy D Impact: likely 
This field or unimproved paslUrc exhibits many low mounds and ditches of archaeological 
potential although nothing specific was located. 

Recommendation for mitigaiOIJ' measures: W{//c/1ing brief 

11. Brick-lined Cistern - SH48515595 
Categ01y D Impact: considerable 
This brick-lined drainage cistern is located in a marshy area of unimproved pasture in field 
number 5200 to the west anJ close to the curving boundary of field number 5193. 

Recommendation for mitiga!OI}' measures: None. 

12. Revetment Walling - H48525528 
Category E Impact: sliglzt 
There is a sharp break of slope in the south-west of field number 5530 with a change in 
vegetation rrom improved pasrure to rough marsh which extends south-west to the field 
boundar). There are remnants of revetment wall ing visible around the base of the slope 
consisting mainly of large carthfasr boulders wirh some dry stOne walling. 

Recornmendation for mitigatory measures: Ware/zing brief 

13. Track - SH 48405490 
Category D Impact: sli;.:ht 
This hort section of grassy track. lOOm long and 6m wide. runs east to we l at right angles 10 
the line of the pipe. 11 i!':t located. in an area of scrub and un improved pasture and is a remnant 
of an earlier feature. 

Recommendation for mitigat01y measures: Record section during watching brief 

14. Bani< and ditch SH48385485 
Caregory D lmpacr: <~light 
Partly ob ·cured by scrub this feature extends from the nonhern end of the eastern boundary of 
field number 3984 into the cent re. The fieiJ contains marshy unimproved pasture with areas of 
low scrub . The fea ture consists of a ditch flanked by banks nJ' stone upcast. Although partly or 
modern construction, an earlier boundary appears to underlie the modern workings. 

R ecommendation for mitigat01y measures: Watching hrief 

15. Possible Structures - SH48345465 
Cmegory EIB ImpaCt: considerable 
The south-east corner of Field No . 3069 is separated from the remainder by a terraced bank, 
below which is a large nun1ber of boulders . Although a definite pattern is uifficulr to trace, 
there du appear to be disrinct lines and mounds which suggest the presence of former 
structures. orth-west ot thi area is another probable <;ettlement site (site 30 below). 

Recommendation for mitigalOI)' measures: Sun·ey and limited exwnilzation perhaps comhined 
with geoph_vsical surrey lo gain a clearer understanding vf the nature (?!'the site. and to u/101v 



appropriate mitigauny recommendation.\ 10 be made. 

16. Bur nt Mound - SH48295432 
Category 8 Impact: slight - cotzsideruble 
A burnt mound (PRN 2342) is located between the two new drainage ditches which run east to 
west across rhe eastern halt. of field number 2734. The field conrains very rough marshy 
pasture with areas of low ·crub. The crescent haped mound. 1-+m in diameter and 0.6m high. 
is panty concealed by cruh and is suffering severe erosion on its northern ide. The mound 
opens onto a former stream on the south side. which is nnw dry. 

Recommendation for mitigat01y measures: Awml. 

17. Em·Jy Enclosures - SH48285426 
Category EIC lmpaCI: comiderable 
In the norrh-east corner of Field 2712 is are the remains of a stone walled enclosure. marked 
by a line of earthfast boulders, with dispersed low banks suggesti ve of a former structure 
inside the enclosure. South of this is a disused stOne boundary which crosses the field from 
west to ca l, and turns nonh at the east end. It shou td be possible ro avo id the enclosure. but 
the stone boundary will be crossed. 

Recommendation for mitigatory measures: Swl'ey rhe remains in this field and those 10 the 
svuth (.r;;ires 18 and 19) hefore ll'ork. starr.~. Carry our a geophysical SUJl'ey of rhe area (fa trial 
survey suggest this technique will 11'0tk. A1•oid and fence off the enclosure. Carry our a 
continuous watching brief in rhis.field, am/ record a section t!lrollgh rile jleh/ bank.. 

18. Stone Mound - SH48235418 
Categat}' E fmpacr: considerable 
There is a large mound or field clearance ~tone among a group ol trees in the south end of field 
number 2722. At the eastern end of this mound is a rai sed area of smaller smnes which is 
possibly the remains or a wall. or may be pan of a burnt mound. This feature may be 
associated with feature no. J 9. 

Recommendation for miligat01y measures: Record in advancefollmved by a \Vale/zing brief 

19. ?Burnt Mound- SH48235417 
CategoJ}' El B Impact: considerable 
This feature is located on the south side or the boundary between field numbers 2722 and 24 14 
and may be associated with fearure no. 18. [t is a mound c. 16m diameter consisting of small 
stones. of which some appear to be burnt. Jt is possibly a truncated Bronze Age burnt mound. 
There. is a spring to the ~:!as! or this feature. the stream from which has recently been re-routed. 
but it may formerly have served the mound. 

Recommendation for mitigatOJy measures: Record in adi'(Jnce followed by a ware/zing brief 

20. Area of Archaeological Potential - SH47955335 
Caregoty D lmpacr: Likely 
The south field wa ll of Field 0039 conLain~ a strange kink within the boundary, of unknown 
function but possibly to aid sheep management. although there are sl ight indications that a 
buildin£ was once attached to the north side. South-ea l of this feature is a boulder strewn 
area of unimproved land with at least one disused field boundary running through it. Dense 
vegetation obscures funher detail. 

Recommendation for mitiga/OJ)' measures: Most of the jemures lie east of the proposed route, 
and it should be possible 10 m'oid the un•ct r~l imeresr. lf01vever a basic plwrograplzic record 
folloH·ed hy a watching brief is recommended. 

21. Remains of a Structure- SH47935332 
CQ/ego'J C impact: conshlerable 
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This site appt:ars to consist of the remains or a rectangular structure with additional structure 
or yards on either side lying down lope. hut nor obviously terraced into the slope. The 
remains are relativdy fragmentary. and are visible as low turf covered walls. The site is not 
marked on the tithe map or tht: 25 " OS county eries map for 1913. 

Recommendation for m itigat01y measures: This site 1Vould need to be ji1./ly recorded by 
excavarion if it 1vere to be u.ffeued. It is therefore recommended tlzat the pipeline avoids the 
srructures. 

22. Old Boundar y- SH47885326 
Cmegory D Impact: slight 
The site appears as a possible terrace crossing from east w west. It is visible as a break of 
~lope enhanced by the pre!>enc:e of boulders. There is no boundary marked in this location on 
the OS maps. 

Recommendation fo r mitigatory m easures: Watch in~ brief and record section. 

23. Track- SH47875324 
Category D Im pact: slight 
A grassy track 4m wide runs 120m north-west from tht: southern boundary of field number 
0033 to the boundary with field number 7633. The date of the track i nor k.nown. but it doc 
run from Pam Ddu . whic.:h is at least 16th c.:emury in date. 

Recommen dation for mitigatOJ)' m easures: Ware/zing brief and record section (f relevanr. 

24. Pond Remains- Sli47865324 
Cmegory D Impact: considerable 
A small pond 18m long and 14m wide is shown on the 25 inch County Series OS map or 1917 
just to the east of the southern entrance tu field number 0033. It is shown to have a straight 
side next to the field boundary with the rest being curvilinear. The south-wesLern straight wall 
i still clearly visible as are parts of the north-w~stern and south-eastern walls. A stream now 
cur through the 111 iddk of this feantre from north-west to south-east. fL formerly supplied 
warer w Pant Ddu . 

Recommendation for mitigat01y m easures: Basic recording in ach•cmce followed by a warching 
brief 

25. Raised Platform - SH47855322 
Category E lmpacl: considerable 
Against the north-east boundary wall of field number 7917 is a rai cd rectangular platform 
c. 15m long aml c.8m wide. The plarform is some 0.2m-0.3m high. There are three oak trees 
and one blackthorn growing on it. with st::vt:!ral large boulders on the surface. It is probably 
rhe site of a furmer rectangular building. but there are no foundations visible. Its location 
would sugge t it may have been a field barn. although a house · ite of medieval or early 
modern date i<> possible. There is a blocked emranc.:e in the boundary wall adjacent tO the road 
just to the west of the sitt:!. 

Recommendation fo r mitigatOJy m easures: Avoid if pos!dble. otlze1wise record and investigcue 
in ad\'Once followed by o 1vmching brief 

Areas of unlmown archaeological potent ial 
Category E 
Previous results from similar projects have ~hown that many sire · can only he detected by 
excavation. A continuous wau.:hing brief along tht: line of rhe route i!) therefore an essential 
pan of the evaluation procedure. with potential for discovering sites which would otherwise go 
unrecorded. 

Recommen ded mitigaiOI)' measures: A cunfillltOUs wurching brief should be maimained during 



ll1e relet•wlf swges (~r £he pipeline u·ur/.. , .. 

4. 2. 2 Sites \l'ithin tlze study urea \Phich are nUl like(v ro be qffecred by the proposed pipeline. 

26. Gadlys Fortified Farmstead - SH48055798 
Caregory 8 
A fonified <.:ircuiar enclosure t:.75m uiameter !>urrounding the present farm and farm buildings 
(PRN 585). The breach on the west side i. considered to be the original entrance. The track 
(s ite 2) leads north-west f'rom this entrance. It is probably a hill -top setclement of late 
Prehistoric or Roman dare. 

27. Raised Platform- SH47955702 
CQfegory C 
The pari h boundary wall berween field numbers 0008 and 0004 has two curves to the we, t of 
the course or the pipeline. 1<> the north and within the curve: of the boundary wall is a raised 
platform poss ibly denOLing the site or an <.:Hrl ier structure. To rhe south also within a curve of 
the boundary wall are loose srones in which early walling may be discernibk. 

28. Raised Causeway- SH48515611 
Category C · 
This feature is located in the gorge of Afon Llifon tO the .. vest of the course of the pipeline. It 
consists of a long mound , c. I .5m high and c.2m wide. bound on the southern face by upright 
slate slabs . AI the western end are the remnants of a concrete bridge across the stream. A track 
running north-west from this bridge is cut imo rhe side of the gorge on the opposite bank of the 
stream. There is a gully above the eastern cnu of the cau eway leading into field number 5513 
and a continuation of this line would cross the course of the pipeline at SH48575613. 

29. Burnt i\ lound - SH~8295494 
Cmeg01y 8 
A burnt mound (PRN 1388) in the centre or field number 3300 on the south bank of a small 
srream running west to t::ast across the l'ield . The mound is crescent shaped wirh an opening 
facing the stream which is c. !Om across and 5m deep. The cast end or the mound is lm high 
rising to 1.5m to the west. The mound has an overall diam<.:ter of c .13m. 

30. Stone Enclosure - SH~83 15467 
CategoJ)' C 
Within au area of high archaeological potential in field number 3069 is a srone enclosure 
c. 12m diameter which is heavi ly revettcd into the slope. There are trace of a stone bank 
around the perimeter hut llense rushes obscured the imerior. 

31. Burnt Mound - SH.,.8 175437 
CategOI)' B 
A burnt mound (PRN 234 1) locatecl in the w<.: 1 of fielu number 2734 to the south of a small 
stream running south lO north at this point. The mound is crescent shaped with an overal l 
diameter or 12m and up Lo O.Sm high. It is open to the stream on the northern side. 

32. ?Burnt Mound- SH48l75415 
Category£ 
Against the eastern boundary of field numher 1716 is pan of a poss ible burnt mound or small 
stone in a fi c lu of unclt:ared stone. 

33. Pant-du-bach Ruins - SH47735310 
CategVJ)' C 
ln rhe nonh-wcs( of field number 5600 are the rums of a small building with associated 
enclosure. 
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.:~. StmJMARY OF SITES AND RECO.\lMENDED ARCHAEOLOGICAL WORK. 

5.1 Sites which it is recommended to avoid 

Thi st:ction lists those sites which it is believed can be avoiued with little dtsruption to the line 
of the pipeline. or which need LO be avoided because of their archaeological importance. 

4. Possible Structure 
5. Raised platform 
6. Features in Field 0016 
7. Low mound 
l6. Burm Mound 
17. Early Enclosures 
20. Features in Field 0033 
21. Remains of structure 

5.2 Sites requiring archaeological work prior to topsoil st r ipping 

This set:tion summarises the archaeological work which is recommended prior to fencing ami 
topsoil stripping. 

15. Possihle Strucrures 
17. Early Enclosures 
18&19. Stone Mounds 
24. Rt:mains of Pond 

Geophysical ~urvey and detailed recording 
Detailed recording 
Detailed recording 
Basic recording 

5.3 Sites r equiring archaeological work during soil stripping 

This section summarises the archaeologtcal work which is rt!commcnded during topsoil 
stripping. The following sites should all be monitored as part of a watching brief. 

1. Old Rail way Line 
2. Old Track 
3. Gaulys Field Sysrem 
8. Old boundary 
9. Terraced Footpath 
10. Features in Field 5935 
12 . Revt:tment Wall ing 
13. Traek 
14. Linear Feature 
15. Possible structures 
17. Early enclosures 
18&19. Stone mounds 
22. Old Boundary 
23 . Track 

Watching br ief 
Watching hrief 
WaLchine brief 
Watching brief 
Watchin~ brief 
Watchi ng brief 
Watching brief 
Watching brief 
Watchin2. brid 
Watching brief 
Watching brief 
Watching brief 
Watching brief 
Watt11 ing brief 

Areas of unknown archaeological potential Watching brief 

6. BIBLIOGRAPHY 

6.1 Unpublished Sources 

Cadw: Welsh Historic Monuments- List~::d bu ild ings information 
Gwynedd County Council. Caernarfon Archives 
Gwynedd Archaeological TrusL Sites and Monumems Recoru 
Plans at 1:2500 provided by Transco 
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6.2 Published Sources 

Buckley V., 1990 Bumt Offerings 
Dodd. A. H .. 1968 lli5tOIY of Cueman·onshire 
Dodd, A. H .. 1925 Tht; Roads of North Waks 1750 -1850. Arch. Ca111b. Vol. LXXX part 1 
Dodd, A. H., 1990 lndusrrial Revolution in North Wales 
Hodder M.A. & Barfi~ld L. f-1. , 1991 Burnt Mounds & Hor Srone Teclillology 
Lewis, S., 1833 Topvgraplzical Dictionary of WCtles 
Margary. r. D., 1957 Roman Roads in Britain Vol. IJ 
Nash-Williams. V. E .. Jnrren. M. G. (eel.). 1969 Tile Roman Frontier in Wales 
0' Kelly M .J.. 1954 Excavations and Experimenrs in Ancient Irish Cooking-places- lou mal of 
tile Royal Society of.4miques c~l fl·efand Vol. LXXXTV Part II 
Ordnance Survey maps: 

1" firstedition. 18:23, revised 1838 
1:10,560 1963 
1: 10,000 1975 
J :2,500 1888 - 19 18 

Parish Tithe Maps c.I840: Llanwocla. Llandwrog and LlanJlyfni 
RCAHMW. 1960 ln\'entorv, Caernarfonshire Vol. II 
Smith. P .. 1988 /louses oj' the Welsh Cowll!)'side 
Welsh Office, 1996 Planning Policy- Planning Guidance (Wales) - HMSO 
Welsh Office, 1996 Welsh Office Circular 60/ 96: Planning and tile Historic Enl'ironmenl: 
Archaeology 

7. NON TECHNICAL SUj\(l\JARY 

An initial assessmem of the proposed route has identified a total of 33 si tes. of which 8 lie 
outside the proposed roure corridor. Of the 25 sites currently within the route corridor, three 
are thought to be of regional interest, six or local imerest. nine other sites. and 7 sites that 
require funher assessmem before their status can be established. 

Recommendations are divided into three principal groups: lhose sites which can or should be 
avoided; those -;ite~ which it would be difficult lO avoid . bur require further assessment or 
recording prior to con truction work: anJ those sires which cannot be avoided (e.g. field 
boundaries and tracks) for which a watching brief is recommended. 

The s ites which are of unknown potential and which require recording and investigarion before 
the construction fa ll into two discrete groups: the terracing and possible settlement at site 15, 
and rhe possible settlement and burnt mounds at ' ites I 7. 18 and 19. 

It is recommended that a watching brief is maintained during the ground disLUrbance and that 
provision be made for the adequate recording of any ires which are identified at this stage of 
the development. 

II 



Site 15: Enclosure 

Site 29: Burnt mound 



Site 21 : Rectangular structure 

Site 25: Raised platform 
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