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TEST PITS ON LLANBERIS ROAD CAERNARFON
ARCHAEOLOGICAL MONITORING (G1426)
1. Introduction

British Gas were proposing (o replace an existing main on the Llanberis Road, Caernarfon. A
sequence of trial pits were to be dug in advance of the replacement, and Gwynedd
Archaeological Trust (Contracts Section) was asked by British Gas to monitor the digging of
the test pits, and to record any archaeology which may be revealed.

2. Known Archaeology

A Bronze Age cinerary urn was found in 1946 during the construction of the Maes Barcer
housing estate, immediately to the south of the trial pits.

The Roman fort of Segontium lies some 500m south of the test pits, and a large external
settlement (vicus) is known to have existed around the fort. In addition the Caerh.un to
Segontium Roman road must have crossed the Llanberis road, although the exact location 18
not known.

3. Observations

Six pits were examined (see accompanying plan for location), on the 11 and 12 July, 1996.
The pits were situated on the north side of the road adjacent to the pavement, and measured
approximately 1.8m by 0.5m by 1.2m deep.

Pits 1-3 were dug through previously disturbed clay and stone, which lay directly under
hardcore and tarmac. The previous disturbance had been caused by the laying of a sewer
main. No archaeological finds were visible.

Pit 4 exhibited clean brown clay with some stone inclusions under 0.35m of random hardcore,
which included modern brick, and tarmac.

Pits 5 and 6 were dug through clean brown clay with stone inclusions which underlay
0.35-0.45m of hardcore and tarmac.

4. Conclusion

No archaeology was revealed by the digging of the test pits. The road appeared to have been
constructed over natural clay, with random stone and brick forming a layer of hardcore under
the tarmac. It is unlikely that further monitoring of the construction of the pipeline will reveal
any additional evidence.
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