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CRYNHODEB ANHECHNEGOL 

Comisiynwyd Ymddiriedolaeth Archeolegol 

Gwynedd gan Spencer Pughe Associates i 

gwblhau ffos gwerthuso archeolegol cyn 

gardd goffa arfaethedig yn gysylltiedig ag 

Eglwys y Santes Fair ac Eglwys Egryn yn 

Llanegryn, Gwynedd. Roedd y ffos 

werthuso wedi'i lleoli i'r de i'r eglwys, o 

fewn ardal o weithgaredd archeolegol 

posib, gan gynnwys claddedigaethau y tu 

hwnt i ffiniau'r fynwent bresennol. 

Nodweddwyd y ffos werthuso gan 

uwchbridd ac isbridd a oedd yn arwain at 

greigwely ac ni nodwyd unrhyw 

weithgaredd archeolegol yng nghyffiniau'r 

ffos. Awgrymodd y creigwely bas fod y 

lleoliad yn anaddas ar gyfer 

claddedigaethau ac roedd y canlyniadau 

hyn yn awgrymu bod yr ardal hon yn 

bennaf o fewn hen gae agored a welodd 

ddefnydd cyfyngedig y tu hwnt i 

amaethyddiaeth. 

NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY 

Gwynedd Archaeological Trust were 

commissioned by Spencer Pughe 

Associates to complete an archaeological 

evaluation trench in advance of a 

proposed garden of remembrance 

associated with St. Mary and St. Egryn’s 

Church in Llanegryn, Gwynedd. The 

evaluation trench was located to the 

immediate south of the church, within an 

area of potential archaeological activity, 

including burials beyond the confines of 

the current churchyard.  

The evaluation trench was characterised 

by topsoil and subsoil leading onto 

bedrock and no archaeological activity 

was identified within the confines of the 

trench. The shallow bedrock suggested 

the location was unsuitable for burials and 

these results suggested this area was 

mostly within a former open field that saw 

limited use beyond agriculture. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

Gwynedd Archaeological Trust (GAT) was commissioned by Spencer Pughe Associates to 

undertake an archaeological evaluation in advance of a proposed scheme to form a garden 

of remembrance at Llanegryn Church, Gwynedd (NGR SH59640576; postcode LL36 9ST; 

Figure 01). The proposed garden of remembrance will be located within a trapezoidal shaped 

plot to the immediate south of the church (Figure 02). The archaeological evaluation was 

undertaken on 17th February 2021 and comprised a single 18m long east-west orientated 

trench located across the proposed remembrance plot (Figure 03). 

The evaluation was monitored by Gwynedd Archaeological Planning Services (GAPS) and 

undertaken in accordance with an approved written scheme of investigation (Appendix I). In 

line with the regional Environment Record (HER) requirements, the HER was contacted at 

the onset of the project to ensure that any data arising was formatted in a manner suitable for 

accession to the HER and follows the guidance set out in Guidance for the Submission of 

Data to the Welsh Historic Environment Records (HERs) (The Welsh Archaeological Trusts, 

2018). The HER Event Primary Reference Number for this project was 46016. All work was 

planned, managed and undertaken by GAT in accordance with the following standards and 

guidance: 

• Guidance for the Submission of Data to the Welsh Historic Environment Records 

(HERs) Version 1.1 (The Welsh Archaeological Trusts, 2018); 

• Guidelines for digital archives (Royal Commission on Ancient and Historic 

Monuments of Wales, 2015); 

• Management of Archaeological Projects (English Heritage, 1991); 

• Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment: The MoRPHE Project 

Managers' Guide (Historic England, 2015); and 

• Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Field Evaluation (Chartered Institute for 

Archaeologists, 2014); and 

• Standard and guidance for the creation, compilation, transfer and deposition of 

archaeological archives (Chartered Institute for Archaeologists, 2020). 

GAT is certified to ISO 9001:2015 and ISO 14001:2015 (Cert. No. 74180/B/0001/UK/En) and 

is a Registered Organisation with the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists.  
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1.1 Fieldwork aims and objectives 

The key aims and objectives were to:  

• establish the date and nature of any archaeological remains identified within the 

evaluation area and assess their implications for understanding local historical 

development, in conjunction with the known archaeological record. Due to the 

proximity of the evaluation area to the church, there was potential to identify activity 

associated with the church, including burials; and 

• If no additional archaeological activity is identified, establish why this was the case.  
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2 ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The first known documentary reference to the church at Llanegryn dates to 1254. St Mary 

and St Egryn’s Church is situated within a polygonal churchyard, which was extended 

eastward in 1883; the Primary Reference Number (PRN) for the church is 6971. The late 

medieval lych gate (PRN 64320) was moved to its present location at the eastern end of the 

extension at this time. Built into the south wall of the present church building is an early 

medieval pillar stone with an incised cross (PRN 4918), possibly dating to the twelfth or 

thirteenth century. Its square font is thought to date to around this time, being twelfth or 

thirteenth century in style. A footbridge (PRN 57968) is located to the west of the church. 

The Llanegryn Parish Tithe Map, published 1842 (Figure 04), shows the churchyard prior to 

the extension completed in 1883. The tithe map lacks the detail of later mapping, but it does 

show the pre-extension churchyard along with the local field system. When superimposed on 

the tithe map (Figure 04), the trapezoidal plot which forms the evaluation area is located to 

the southeast of the church and appears to be partly within both the original enclosure and 

apportionment 532, but mostly within apportionment 534. The first and second edition 

Ordnance Survey 1-inch to 25-mile Meirionethshire County Series Map Sheets for the area 

(Sheets XI.3 & XI.4); published in 1889 & 1901 respectively (Figures 05 and 06), show the 

churchyard as a more polygonal shaped plot extending further east, with the southern 

boundary straightened. The local field systems have been altered, with two fields south of the 

church (apportionments 531 and 532) revised to form a single field. The trapezoidal plot is 

not present on the first and second edition Ordnance Survey maps, confirming it is a 

twentieth century addition.  
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3 METHODOLOGY 

3.1 Introduction 

The trial trenching programme aimed to establish the date and nature of any archaeological 

remains identified within the evaluation area and assess their implications for understanding 

local historical development, in conjunction with the known archaeological record. Due to the 

proximity of the evaluation area to the church, there was considered to be potential to identify 

activity associated with the church, including burials.  

The trench measured 18m in length and was located across the proposed garden of 

remembrance area, as represented by the trapezoidal shaped plot (Figure 03). The 

coordinates for the trench were:  

Trench 1 Length Centreline endpoint  1 (OSGB) Centreline endpoint  2 (OSGB) 

TR01 18x2m 259657.81 / 305766.63 259639.81 / 305766.63 

 

The trial trenching was completed on 17th February 2021. Plant machinery was supplied by 

client. Photographic images were taken using a digital SLR (Nikon D3000) camera set to 

maximum resolution (3,872 × 2,592; 10.2 effective megapixels) in RAW format; the 

photographic record was digitised in Microsoft Access as part of the fieldwork archive and 

dissemination process.  
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3.2 Working Project Archive Selection Strategy and Data Management 
Plan  

As stated in Standard and guidance for the creation, compilation, transfer and deposition of 

archaeological archives (Chartered Institute for Archaeologists, 2020), para. 3.3.1, “Project 

specifications, research designs or similar documents should include a project- specific 

Selection Strategy and a Data Management Plan. The Chartered Institute for Archaeologists 

states that “(I)t is widely accepted that not all the records and materials collected or created 

during the course of an Archaeological Project require preservation in perpetuity. These 

records and materials constitute the Working Project Archive which will be subject 

to Selection, in order to establish what will be retained for long-term curation” 

(https://www.archaeologists.net/selection-toolkit). The working project archive in this instance 

compsrises digital data including photographic data, documentation and written data, as well 

as paper records, including project pro-formas. The Data Management Plan has been stored 

on a project specific form in the GAT project database (format: Microsoft Access) and the 

Selection Strategy is based on a GAT pro-forma (format Microsoft Word; cf. Appendix III). 

This working project archive data was processed as follows:  

1. Pro-formas: all cross referenced and scanned for digital archiving; 

2. Photographic Metadata: cross-referenced with all pro-formas and completed in 

Microsoft Excel Photographic images were archived in TIFF format using Adobe 

Photoshop; a total of fourteen images were taken (archive numbers G2679_001 to 

G2679_014; cf. Appendix_II). 

The physical archive has been stored in a designated project folder and the location 

confirmed in the Data Management Plan; the digital dataset has been stored on a dedicated 

GAT server, with the location confirmed in the Data Management Plan via a specific 

hyperlink. External datasets for the HER and RCAHMW have been archived and 

disseminated as follows: 

• A digital report has been provided to the client and GAPS (draft report then final 

report); 

• A digital report has been provided to the regional Historic Environment Record, along 

with a digital dataset comprising an Event PRN summary. The report and dataset 

have been submitted in accordance with the required standards set out in Guidance 

for the Submission of Data to the Welsh Historic Environment Records (HERs) 

(Version 1.1); and 

https://www.archaeologists.net/selection-toolkit
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• A digital report and digital archive dataset has been provided to the Royal 

Commission on Ancient and Historical Monuments, Wales, in accordance with the 

RCAHMW Guidelines for Digital Archives Version 1. The dataset includes: 

o Photographic metadata (Microsoft Access); 

o Photographic archive (TIFF format); 

o Project Information form (Excel); 

o File Information form (Excel) – Microsoft Word report text final; 

o File Information form (Excel) – Photographic metadata (general); 

o File Information form (Excel) – Adobe PDF report final; and 

o File Information form (Excel) - Photographic metadata (detail). 
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4 RESULTS 

Context numbers are represented in brackets. 

The trench was located within a trapezoidal shaped plot, with a slope falling sharply west of 

the trench, into a deep valley with a small stream running through it (Plate 04).  

Beneath the turf a mid orangy brown topsoil (101) was observed to a depth of 0.2m, which 

overlay a mid to dark orangy brown clay silt subsoil, up to 0.4m deep (102) (Plate 02). The 

topsoil contained much bioturbation and root matter. The subsoil contained small to medium 

rounded and subangular stones, and overlay a fractured shale bedrock, which had in places 

broken down into gravel. At the eastern end of the trench this was observed at a depth of 

0.6m, becoming shallower as the trench headed westwards, being only 0.1m below the turf 

level at the western end (Plate 03). The bedrock itself remained fairly level, but the 

overburden sloped by about 0.5m from northeast to southwest.  

No evidence for archaeological activity was encountered within the confines of the trench. 
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5 CONCLUSION 

Gwynedd Archaeological Trust were commissioned by Spencer Pughe Associates to 

complete an archaeological evaluation trench in advance of a proposed garden of 

remembrance associated with St. Mary and St. Egryn’s Church in Llanegryn, Gwynedd. The 

evaluation trench was located within a trapezoidal shaped plot to the immediate south of the 

churchyard; historic tithe mapping suggested the plot may have been partly located within 

the original church boundary prior to its extension and realignment in 1883 and there was 

potential for archaeological activity associated with the church, including burials.  

No archaeological activity was identified within the confines of the trench, which was 

characterised by topsoil and subsoil leading onto bedrock. It appeared from the results that 

the lack of archaeological activity was due to this area being mostly located within a former 

open field that saw limited use beyond agriculture and that whilst the tithe map suggested the 

evaluation area may include part of the earlier churchyard enclosure, no evidence for this 

was encountered. The shallow bedrock may also indicate the unsuitability of this location for 

burials. 
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FIGURE 04: Reproduction of the Parish of Llanegryn in Merionethshire Tithe Map, published 1842. 
Not to scale. Source: National Library of Wales
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FIGURE 05:Reproduction of Ordnance Survey First Edition 1-inch to 25-mile Meirionethshire County Series 
Map Sheets XI.3 & XI.4, published 1889. Scale 1:7500@ A4.
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FIGURE 06: Reproduction of Ordnance Survey Second Edition 1-inch to 25-mile Meirionethshire County 
Series Map Sheets XI.3 & XI.4, published 1901. Scale 1:7500@ A4.
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Plate 01: General shot of the Proposed Memorial Garden pre-excavation (G2679_001).

Plate 02: Representative Section through (101) and (102). Scale 1m (G2679_004).



Plate 03: General view of the Trench post-excavation, 

viewed from the east-northeast. Scales 2 x 1m (G2679_005).

Plate 04: View of the river valley beyond the excavation, shown during trench 

backfilling (G2679_014).



Plate 05: General view of the Memorial Garden Setting on its Plateau (G2679_010).

Plate 06: General view of the setting of Llanegryn Church and the Garden of Remembrance 

(G2679_013).
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APPENDIX I 

6.1 Gwynedd Archaeological Trust approved Written Scheme of 
Investigation 
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FIGURE 04 Reproduction of Ordnance Survey First Edition 1-inch to 25-mile Meirionethshire County Series 
Map Sheets XI.3 & XI.4, published 1889. Scale 1:7500@ A4.
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FIGURE 05 Reproduction of Ordnance Survey Second Edition 1-inch to 25-mile Meirionethshire County 
Series Map Sheets XI.3 & XI.4, published 1901. Scale 1:7500@ A4.
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APPENDIX II 

6.2 Gwynedd Archaeological Trust Photographic Metadata  

  



PHOTO 
RECORD 
NUMBER* 

SITE 
SUB-
DIVISION 

DESCRIPTION* CONTEXT 
NUMBER 
(S) 

VIEW 
FROM 

SCALE(S) CREATOR 
OF 
DIGITAL 
PHOTO* 

DATE OF 
CREATION 
OF DIGITAL 
PHOTO* 

ORIGINATING 
ORGANISATION 

PLATE 

G2679_001 Trench 
01 

General view of the area to the east-
northeast of the churchyard boundary to be 
used for the memorial garden 

n/a NE 1x1m Robert 
Evans 

18/02/2021 Gwynedd 
Archaeological 
Trust 

01 

G2679_002 Trench 
01 

General view of the area to the east-
northeast of the churchyard boundary to be 
used for the memorial garden 

n/a ENE 1x1m Robert 
Evans 

18/02/2021 Gwynedd 
Archaeological 
Trust 

 

G2679_003 Trench 
01 

General view of the trench after the turf 
strip 

n/a ENE 1x1m Robert 
Evans 

18/02/2021 Gwynedd 
Archaeological 
Trust 

 

G2679_004 Trench 
01 

Representative section through topsoil (101) 
and subsoil (102) 

101 & 
102 

NE 1x1m Robert 
Evans 

18/02/2021 Gwynedd 
Archaeological 
Trust 

02 

G2679_005 Trench 
01 

General view of trench post-excavation n/a ENE 2x1m Robert 
Evans 

18/02/2021 Gwynedd 
Archaeological 
Trust 

03 

G2679_006 Trench 
01 

General view of trench post-excavation n/a WSW 2x1m Robert 
Evans 

18/02/2021 Gwynedd 
Archaeological 
Trust 

 

G2679_007 Trench 
01 

View of bedrock very near the surface at the 
western end of the trench; northeast facing 
section 

n/a NE 1x1m Robert 
Evans 

18/02/2021 Gwynedd 
Archaeological 
Trust 

 

G2679_008 Trench 
01 

General view of trench excavation n/a SE not used Robert 
Evans 

18/02/2021 Gwynedd 
Archaeological 
Trust 

 

G2679_009 Trench 
01 

General view of trench excavation n/a SW not used Robert 
Evans 

18/02/2021 Gwynedd 
Archaeological 
Trust 
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G2679_010 Trench 
01 

General view showing the location of the 
garden of remembrance setting from the 
southwest 

n/a SW not used Robert 
Evans 

18/02/2021 Gwynedd 
Archaeological 
Trust 

05 

G2679_011 Trench 
01 

General view of memorial garden area from 
the southwest of the churchyard showing 
the trench after filling 

n/a SW not used Robert 
Evans 

18/02/2021 Gwynedd 
Archaeological 
Trust 

 

G2679_012 Trench 
01 

General view of the churchyard showing the 
location of the site 

n/a NE not used Robert 
Evans 

18/02/2021 Gwynedd 
Archaeological 
Trust 

 

G2679_013 Trench 
01 

General viw of the settng showing Llanegryn 
Church 

n/a ENE not used Robert 
Evans 

18/02/2021 Gwynedd 
Archaeological 
Trust 

06 

G2679_014 Trench 
01 

General shot of the evaluation trench area 
after backfilling 

n/a ENE not used Robert 
Evans 

18/02/2021 Gwynedd 
Archaeological 
Trust 

04 
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APPENDIX III  

6.3 Gwynedd Archaeological Trust Selection Strategy  

 



1 
 

G2679_Llanegryn_Church 
25/02/2021 v1.0 

 

Selection Strategy 
 

Project Information 

Project Management 

Project Manager John Roberts john.roberts@heneb.co.uk  

Archaeological Archive Manager John Roberts john.roberts@heneb.co.uk 

Organisation Gwynedd Archaeological Trust 

Stakeholders  Date Contacted 

Collecting Institution(s) RCAHMW 08/03/2021 

Project Lead / Project Assurance Tom Fildes, Gwynedd Archaeological 
Planning Services 

11/11/2020 

Landowner / Developer Llanegryn Parish Council 26/01/2021 

Other: Client Spencer Pughe Associates 11/11/2020 

Resources 

Resources required 
Describe the resources required to 
implement this Selection Strategy, 
particularly if unusual resources are 
required. 

 
No unusual resources required outside of GAT normal operating 
equipment and personnel. 
 

Context 

Describe below the context of this Selection Strategy. You should refer to:  
● The aims and objectives of the project; 
● Local Authority guidance (including the brief); 
● Research Frameworks; 
● The repository collection development policy and/or deposition policy; 
● Material-specific guidance documents. 

Note: This section may be copied from your Project Design/WSI to ensure all Stakeholders receive this 
context information. 

The full aims and objectives are detailed in the project specific written scheme of investigation (GAT 

mailto:john.roberts@heneb.co.uk
mailto:john.roberts@heneb.co.uk


2 
 

Report 1581 Appendix I). 
Gwynedd Archaeological Trust was commissioned by Spencer Pughe Associates to undertake an 
archaeological evaluation in advance of a proposed scheme to form a garden of remembrance 
at Llanegryn Church. The evaluation conforms to the following guidelines:  

• Guidance for the Submission of Data to the Welsh Historic Environment Records (HERs) 
Version 1.1 (The Welsh Archaeological Trusts, 2018); 

• Guidelines for digital archives (Royal Commission on Ancient and Historic Monuments of 
Wales, 2015); 

• Management of Archaeological Projects (English Heritage, 1991); 

• Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment: The MoRPHE Project 
Managers' Guide (Historic England, 2015); and 

Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Field Evaluation (Chartered Institute for 
Archaeologists, 2014). 

1 – Digital Data 

Stakeholders 

Name the individual(s) responsible for the Digital Data Selection decisions (i.e. Archaeological Archive 
Manager, Project Manager, Collections Curator). 

John Roberts (Gwynedd Archaeological Trust Project Manager) 
Robert Evans (Gwynedd Archaeological Trust Project Archaeologist) 

Selection 

Location of Data Management Plan (DMP) 
Selection of digital data elements should be considered in your project’s DMP. For the purpose of the 
Selection Strategy, you can either copy the selection section of your DMP below, or attach it as an 
appendix to this document. Please indicate here if the DMP is attached. 

P:\Project Database  

The selection strategy in your DMP should: 
 
1.1 Define what digital data will be selected for inclusion in the archaeological archive, how this will be 

done, and why. Do not forget to consider that specialists may have digital data that should be 
included in the archaeological archive. 

1.2 Identify the selection review points during the project (i.e. project planning, data gathering, analysis 
and reporting and archive compilation). 

1.3 Reference all relevant standards, policies or guidelines (e.g. digital repository deposition 
requirements) and specialist advice sought. 

1.4 Identify any selection decisions that differ from standard guidelines and explain why. 

This working project archive data will be processed as follows:  
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1. Pro-formas: all cross referenced and scanned for digital archiving; 

2. Photographic Metadata: cross-referenced with all pro-formas and completed in 
Microsoft Excel; 

Information from these will be used to compile the project report.  The physical archive will be 
stored in a designated project folder and the location confirmed in the Data Management Plan; 
the digital dataset will be stored on a dedicated Trust server, with the location confirmed in the 
Data Management Plan via a specific hyperlink. External datasets for the HER and RCAHMW are 
as defined in the dissemination strategy below.  
 

• A digital report will be provided to the client and GAPS (draft report then final report); 

• A digital report will be provided to the regional Historic Environment Record; this will be 
submitted within six months of project completion (final report only), along with a 
digital dataset comprising an Event PRN summary. The report and dataset will be 
submitted in accordance with the required standards set out in Guidance for the 
Submission of Data to the Welsh Historic Environment Records (HERs) (Version 1.1); and 

• A digital report and digital archive dataset will be provided to Royal Commission on 
Ancient and Historic Monuments, Wales (final report only), in accordance with the 
RCAHMW Guidelines for Digital Archives Version 1. The dataset will be prepared in the 
format required by RCAHMW and will  include: 

o Photographic metadata (Microsoft Access); 

o Photographic archive (TIFF format); 

o Project Information form (Excel); 

o File Information form (Excel) – Microsoft Word report text final; 

o File Information form (Excel) – Photographic metadata (general); 

o File Information form (Excel) – Adobe PDF report final; and 

o File Information form (Excel) - Photographic metadata (detail). 

 
 

De-Selected Digital Data 

The procedure for dealing with De-selected digital data and what specialist advice informed this process 
should be recorded in your DMP. Please copy this information here or attach your DMP as an appendix to 
this document. 

 
none 

Amendments 
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Detail any amendments to the above selection strategy here. 

Date Amendment Rationale Stakeholders 

    

    

 

2 – Documents 

Stakeholders 

Name the individual(s) responsible for the Documents Selection decisions (i.e. Archaeological Archive 
Manager, Project Manager, Repository Representative). 

John Roberts (Gwynedd Archaeological Trust Project Manager) 
Robert Evans (Gwynedd Archaeological Trust Project Archaeologist) 

Selection 

Describe your Selection Strategy for the Documents elements of the archaeological archive. To do this you 
must: 
 
2.1 Define which documents will be selected for inclusion in the archaeological archive, how this will be done, 

and why. Do not forget to consider that specialists may have documents that should be included in the 
archaeological archive. 

2.2 Identify the selection review points during the project (e.g. project planning, data gathering, analysis and 
reporting and archive compilation). 

2.3 Reference all relevant standards, policies or guidelines (e.g. digital repository deposition requirements) 
and specialist advice sought.  

2.4 Identify any selection decisions that differ from standard guidelines and explain why. 

 
This working project archive data will be processed as follows:  

1. Pro-formas: all cross referenced and scanned for digital archiving. Physical pro-formas to 
then be stored at GAT in a dedicated project folder. Location confirmed in project database 
on a dedicated Trust server; 

 

De-Selected Documents 

Describe the procedure for dealing with De-selected material and what specialist advice has informed this 
procedure. 

 
N/A – no deselected documents 
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Amendments 

Detail any amendments to the above selection strategy here. 

Date Amendment Rationale Stakeholders 

    

    

    

 



Gwynedd Archaeological Trust
Ymddiriedolaeth Archaeolegol Gwynedd

Craig Beuno, Ffordd y Garth, Bangor, Gwynedd. LL57 2RT
Ffon: 01248 352535.   Ffacs: 01248 370925.  email:gat@heneb.co.uk
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