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New lease of life

for

A HISTORIC chapel in
rural Carmarthenshire has
jolned the long list of
places of worship that
could be given a new lease
oflife.

Pians have been lodged

to turn the Tabor Chapel
in Llansaint, near Kid-
welly, into a home.

It is another In a grow-
ing number of historic
places of worship that are
closed, but on the cusp of
fresh starts as non tradi-
tional uses.

From a chapel to a den-
tist practice, church to
climbing centre, there are
some interesting  uses
springing up for old places
of

Recently plans have also
been lodged place to
change a chapel of rest
into a personal training
studio/gymnasium - giv-
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w:: a new facility and a

The application in Llan-
saint follows other pians
where  chapels and
churches have been ear-
marked for redevelop-
ment as a private home.

Among the recent plan-
ning applications are for
the former  Nazareth
Chapel in Llanelli and the
high profile St David's
Church in Carmmarthen
which was thought to be
in liné to be a home uniil
talks turned to a possible
climbing centre there.

Looking at the plans for
Tabor Chapet in Llansaint,
Dyfed Archeologicat Soai-
ety has said the site is of
historical importance and
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ants photographs taken to call on the Welsh Gov-

storic chapel

of the church to record its

architecture for posterity.
In a letter to the plan-

ning  department  at

Carmarthenshire Council

the society said: “Tabor
Chapel was built in 1877.
We consider the chapel to
be of historical and’archi-
tectural interest and rec-
ommend that a photo-
graphic record should be
undertaken by the appli-
cants prior to any works
commerncing.

It suggested: “Develop-
ment shall not begin until
a photographic survey of
the existing building has
been carried out”

The plans will now be
discussed by the planning

committee at Carmar- -

thenshire Council.

Last year the authority’s
former leader Kavin
Madge urged the council

‘Madge set' outthe need |

'branded “too many build-

ernment to deliver a new 4
strategy to deal with large
empty properties.

In a motion before a
meeting of the full coun-
cil, councillor Kevin §

for old chapels, churches
and halls to be brought B
back Into use, along
with other unused build-
ings.

He argues the action
could see some of the
properties  transformed |
into new homes which
will help with the housing
shortfall.

Mr Madge also criti- |
cised Cadw for having B

ings as listed over the

He said: “We are
blighted with some of
them, people cannot do the problem will double  Councillors backed his where possible new uses

with them." and treble in ten years motion at the time and for buildings should be

The former Tabor Chapel in Llansaint could be tumed into a home.

e TS - L ik o

“Unless we do anything time” Cadw has since said that considered,
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