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CALLS are being made to
save Carmarthen's work-
house from ruin.

The workhouse in Pen-
lan Road has been on the
market for some time and
Carmarthen Civic Society
says the clock is ticking to
save it.from falling further
into disrepair and an eye-
sore,

Chair . of Carmarthen
Civic Society, Linda Jones
said: "It would be a huge
shame if we are to have a
repeat of the Priory Street
‘hospital saga,

“That has taken so
many years to sort and
caused such bad feeling
before a solution was
found.”

Civic Society member
Mary Thorley has also
contacted the journal over
the state of the workhouse.

She said: “Carmarthen
Workhouse was the scene
of one of the most impor-
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tant events in Welsh social

history when the Rebecca

Rioters stormed the build-

ing in June 1843,

“The 4th Light Dra-
goons were sentifor and a
cavalry charge took place
up Waterloo Terrace.

“This ended the riot and
resulted in the prosecu-
tion of several rioters”

Speaking ahout the cur-
rent situation facing the
building she said: “The
Carmarthen Civic Society
have placed a biue plaque
on the building and it is
one of the most significant
historical sites in/ the
town. Should a visitor to
the town see this they
would be shocked that we
have allowed the site to
get into this condition,
apart from public health
issues”

“How it looks today?

“Rotting, vermin infes-
ted rubbish surrounds the
building. Almost on a
daily basis, windows are
smashed' and more trash
is dumped.”

The workhouse was
opened in 1837 for 140
inmates. The architect is
believed to have been
George  Morgan  who
designed many religious
and public buildings
across Wales.

During the First World

War the workhouse was
used as an auxiliary Red
Cross Hospital and troops
were also stationed there
during the Second World
War.

The infirmary section,
the boiler house and
the Gatehouse were first
placed up for sale with
an asking price of £359,900
in 2015 which had
planning consent 'for
conversion, plus the con-
struction of two new
dwellings.

Dumped rubbish at the workhouse in Penlan Road, Carmarthen.




