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Blg plans for

to Carew Castle is ex-
pected to get the go-
ahead from Pembro-
keshire Coast National
Park members today
{Wednesday).

Members are asked to
approve the construc-
tion of a café at the cas-
tle’s walled garden, at a
cost of £84,175.

The expenditure would
come from the park’s re-
Serves.

Members are also
asked to approve a possi-
bie £148,950 towards pre-
viously-approved walled
garden proposals, which
could bring the total cost
to £231,125.

Those proposals seek
to develop the walled
garden, providing, in ad-

| dition to the café, land-
scaping, an adventure

play area, an undercover
tented area, a school stor-
age area, development of
a ‘night garden’ for Dark
Sky discovery, and inter-
pretation panels.

Development of the
walled garden area of the
castle was started in 2012,
but never completed due
to limited funding.

A report for members
states a Tourism Amen-
ity Imnvestment Support
scheme (TAIS) grant is
currently being consid-
ered by Visit Wales, which
would cover 80 per cent
of the cost of the walled
garden proposals, with
£30,000 approved from
park budgets to make up
the deficit.

The decision date for the
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the number of visitors Twitler @WTelegraph If the grant is given the

go-ahead, the cost to the
Park for both parts would
total £113,565 from a cur-
rent capital receipts re-
serve of £280,949.

Iftherequestsareap--

proved, it is expected the
café would be ready to
open by late March of
next year, and the walled
garden project by winter
201819,

The report states visi-
tor numbers tothe castle,
and nearby mill, have in-
creased dramatically in
recent years.

The report concedes
there is a financial risk to
running a café, but states:
“Not going ahead is a risk,
as our offer will remain
stagnant and does not pro-
vide visitors, especially
local people, a reason to
return to visit Carew.”
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Carew Castie Is likely to see a walled agrden and cafe as part of futura plans,
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