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ALMOST 160 years of
local history ‘have been
preserved for futare gen-
erations, thanks to lot-
tery funding.

After a year of essen-
tial building work, Nolton
Haven United Reformed
Church has re-opened to
the public.

Founded in 1858 by local
farmers and mining fami-
lies, this unique chapel
was under threat from the
elements, with parts of its
stonework wearing away,

But thanks to £100,000
of Heritage Lottery fund-
ing, and local fundraising
efforts totalling almost
£40,000, it has been saved.

As well as its regular ser-
vices, the chapel is home
to various crafts groups, a
junior church, community
meetings, and - as part of
its grant - the vestry has
now been transformed into
a permanent museum that
tells the story of mining,
chapel, military, tourism
and viliage life,

“The chapel is architec-
turally unique, with some
of the stonework based
on that at St Davids Ca-
thedral,” said Rev Martin
Spain,

“We're bordered on three
sides by the coast path, and
the effect of the elements
over the years meant that
if we hadn’t been able to
repair it, we would have
had to close.”

Asked what makes the
chapel such an important
part of the community
Rev Spain said: “We've still
got members whose family
were founding members.

“It’s the family links that
- have kept us poing.”

He said visitors wers
also drawn back year after

| year, with many becoming
friends of the congrega-
tion.

“The gap between heaven
and earth isn't that promi-
nent here, you can feel
there’s something special
about it,” he said.

In 187, it was recorded
that “mithough it could
not be expected that here
would be alarge congrega-
tion in a thinly populated
area, a small successful
cause could continue here
with the Lord’s blessing”.

| Today, the chapel is much
the same as when it was
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congregation, and with the
Lord’s blessing continues
its cause in the community.

“But like any chapel in
Wales, we could always do
with more help,” added Rev
Spain.

“I would say to anyone to
come along, find out what
we're about and have fun.

“And if you canit sing, it
doesn'tlgl:)atter!”

To celebrate the re-open-
ing, a service of dedica-
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The afternoon service
saw the church full to the
rafters, with a song written
and performed for the oc-
casion by Charlie Canton
Smith appreciated by all.

'The organist for both ser-
vices was Shifley Williams.

Following the service,
a wonderful tea with am-
ple homemade cakes was
served in the vestry and in
a marquee erected in the
grounds.

first built. tion and communion tool Much chatting and catch-
Nolton Haven continues  place, followed by celebra-  ing up was done by friends
to be a small but faithful tion and song. travelling many miles to
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attend this memorahle and
special event.

During the summer
weeks a Welsh tea is served
in the chapel grounds eve-
ry-afternoon - with a ‘bar-
gain table' pifering a range
of items for sale,

On Friday, August 18, at
7.30pm a cheese and wine
evening is planned, to in-
clude a silent auction.

On August 20, a songs of

Ppraise will take pilace at

7.30pm, with Shirley Wil-
liams conducting and or-
ganist Anne Evans.
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