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1. Summary

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.5

1.6

1.7

This historic environment assessment has been undertaken by Trysor
to examine likely impacts on the historic environment from a proposed
development on a piece of land to the north of College Road,
Carmarthen.

A field visit was undertaken to examine the development and record
any previously unknown historic assets. Information was also gathered
on the indirect, visual impacts on historic assets within the wider
landscape.

The assessment has studied the impacts on all recorded historic assets
within an area measuring 1km in radius, focused on SN3982020485,
the centre of the location of the proposed development. The regional
Historic Environment Record and the National Monuments Record were
consulted, as well as readily available historical mapping.

1.3.1 There are no Scheduled Ancient Monuments in the 1km assessment
area.

1.3.2 Two Listed Buildings within a 1km radius would experience a
Very Low or Low indirect, visual impact from the development.

1.3.3 There are no Registered Parks & Gardens in the 1km assessment
area.

Within 5km of the development there are three Conservation Areas.
These will not be affected by the development.

There are no buried archaeological features at the proposed
development site.

No archaeological mitigation is thought necessary in association with
the proposed development.
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2. Copyright

2.1

Trysor holds the copyright of this report. Further copies may be made
of this report without gaining permission to reproduce but it must be
noted that Figures 4 and 5 include other copyrighted material and
should not be copied.

3. Introduction

3.1

3.2

Catrin Evans of University of Wales Trinity Saint David, Carmarthen,
commissioned Trysor heritage consultants to write an Historic
Environment Assessment for the development of the remaining field to
the north of College Road, Carmarthen.

Trysor used the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists Standard and
Guidance for Historic Environment Desk-based Assessment (CIfA,
2014) to write this specification. The specification, see Appendix A,
was approved by the Development Control Archaeologist at Dyfed
Archaeological Trust.

4. The proposed development

4.1

4.2

4.3

The development site is a field, centred on SN3982020485, and lies to
the north of College Road, north of the main campus of University of
Wales Trinity St David, in Carmarthen. The field is irregular in plan and
approximately 1.5 hectares in size.

It is proposed that a building will be built in the eastern part of the field
with an access road to its west. The exact design of the building is still
being developed but Trysor have been told to allow for a 3 storey
building, approximately 16 to 17 metres high.

The building will house offices for between 15 to 20 creative sector
companies including S4C, who are relocating their headquarters from
Cardiff to Carmarthen. There will also be an auditorium, café and
networking space within the building for staff, students, companies and
the public to use.
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Figure 1: Location of the proposed development, showing the 1km radius
assessment area
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ethodology
A study area of 1km radius centred on SN3982020485, the centre of
the proposed development site was chosen for the initial assessment of
all recorded historic assets.

Data from the regional Historic Environment Record held by Dyfed
Powys Archaeological Trust was acquired for the 1km assessment area.

Historic mapping was consulted. The maps used included 19" and 20™"
century 1:2500 scale Ordnance Survey mapping.

A site visit was made to the proposed development site, and the
surrounding area. Visible archaeological features within the area
directly affected by proposal were searched for, and any other historic
assets on which there may be a direct impact recorded. The wider
landscape was also studied taking note of topography, vegetation and
structures.

The aerial photographs on Google Earth, dating to 2006, 2009, 2010
and 2015, were used to inform the assessment as well as the more
recent aerial photographs on the People’s Collection and the historic
photos online from the Central Register of Aerial Photography for
Wales.

Elevation profiles, in conjunction with photos from the site visit, were
used assess to intervisibility, views and impact on setting as well as a
ZTVs created by Trysor.

Modern mapping was used to assess current public access.

All information gathered during the desktop assessment and site visit
was entered into a bespoke database created in Access 2003 to form
an assessment dataset.

The dataset is the source of the material output in this report, including
the GIS mapping which illustrates the location of sites in the area, and
the tables and appendices which provide detailed information on the
sites within the study area.

Each of the records in the final assessment 1km dataset was assessed
for Period, Rarity, Documentation, Group Value', as well as Evidential
Value, Historical Value, Aesthetic Value, Communal Value?. Once these
had been considered the significance of each site was determined and
scored in accordance with the categories adopted by the Welsh
Archaeological Trusts i.e. Nationally Important, Regionally Important,
Locally Important, Minor and Features Needing Further Investigation

! Period, Rarity, Documentation and Group Value are criteria defined in the Welsh Office Circular 60/96,
1996.

2 Evidential Value, Historical Value, Aesthetic Value and Communal Value are criteria defined in Cadw’s
Conservation Principles publication, 2011.
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(Unknown), see Figure 2. Full details of this exercise are given in
Appendix B.

Sites of Minor Importance, or Locally Important but in a very poor
condition/destroyed, were not assessed further unless there would be a
direct impact on them.

The Direct and Indirect impact on the remaining historic assets was
assessed taking into account both physical and non-physical impacts.
Each impact was assessed within the scale Very Low, Low, Moderate,
High and Very High, taking into account the significance of the site and
the nature of the impact.

6. The Development Site

6.1

6.2

The proposed development site is situated in a pasture field at the
northwestern edge of modern Carmarthen town. The southern side of
the field lies at an altitude of just below 40 metres above sea level,
sloping away to less than 35 metres at its northern boundary. During
the 19™ century the field formed part of the small farmstead of
Ysgubor Stor (also known as Ysgubor Stone) but in modern times has
been in the ownership of Trinity College, Carmarthen. Originally
known as Park Mawr, the field has already been partially developed in
recent years with a new college building being constructed in its
southwestern corner.

The development site is underlain by mudstones of the Tetragraptus
Beds, which date to the Ordovician period and were deposited in deep
sea conditions some 467 to 479 million years ago. These beds include
fossils which include now extinct deep sea graptolites, particularly
Tetragraptus.
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College Road, Carmarthen: Archaeological Overview

There are no records of attested sites or artefacts or sites associated with
any archaeological period earlier than the Medieval period included in the
HER within a 1km radius of the proposed development site.

7.1.1 The rich Roman and Medieval heritage of the town would not be
affected by the development as the historic core of the town lies outside
the 1km radius of the assessment area. The development site was,
historically, situated in a rural landscape, outside the boundaries of
Carmarthen town and away from the main area of urban and economic
activity before the modern period.

A relatively small number of records relating to Medieval activity are
recorded within 1km of the proposed development. Amongst these are
records for the findspot of a gold finger ring found near Pentremeurig
farm in 2003 (PRN 47590), some 600 metres northwest of the
development site. This ring was a solitary find of an object which was
likely to have been lost accidentally, not buried for concealment and
therefore of no archaeological significance to the development site.

7.2.1 Only one partially surviving feature of medieval interest is recorded
within 1km, which is a diverted section of the Tawelfan Brook (ID number
1), to the east of the development site. This water course was diverted
from the stream at Trevaughan in medieval times and channelled water
to supply a series of mills in Carmarthen town. As recently as the end of
the 19" century its water was still used at the Upper and Lower Woollen
Factories (PRNs 95 & 93), some 750 metres to the east of the proposed
development. No trace of these mills or their millponds survive in the
modern landscape, and most of the canalised branch of the Tawelfan has
also now been lost, due to the northwards spread of urban development
associated with the growth of Carmarthen during the past century.

The Post Medieval and Modern periods (AD1539 to the present day)
dominate the HER within the 1km radius assessment area, reflecting the
growth of Carmarthen town since the 18" century.

7.3.1 Most of the historic assets recorded within 1km of the
development site are dwellings which date from the 18" or 19"
centuries, many being listed buildings of late Georgian or Victorian date.
A significant number of minor gentry houses are recorded, such as
Fountain Hall, Lime Grove Mansion and Job’s Well House (ID numbers 9,
8 & 28). Many of these were originally built in the semi-rural landscape
to the north of Carmarthen town in the 19" century, but which now
stand in suburban areas due to the expansion of the town from the later
19" century onwards.
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7.3.2 The Post Medieval northwards expansion of Carmarthen is also
reflected in a number of interesting religious buildings found within 1km
of the development site. These include from the mid-19" century St.
Mary’s Catholic Church (ID number 4) and All Saints Church (ID number
5), the latter being built of the stones of the former Gaol Chapel, which
was dismantled when the gaol was closed in 1939. Both St. David’s
Hospital and Trinity College were provided with their own chapels in the
19" century. The hospital chapel (ID number 40) is listed for its striking
polychrome brick interior and was built by patients during the 1880s.
The college chapel (ID number 26) was expanded in the 1930s and still
serves the college to the present day.

7.3.3 Close to the development site are found two of Carmarthen’s most
historic institutions. Trinity College (ID number 12) lies immediately to
the south of the site, on the opposite side of College Road. The college
was built as a teacher training college in the late 1840s but has grown
considerably in recent decades to be one of Wales’ leading teacher
training colleges. It is now the Carmarthen campus of the modern
University of Wales Trinity St. Davids. Immediately to the west of the
college campus is the much larger complex of the historic St. David’s
Hospital (ID number 11), which was founded in 1865 as the “Joint
Counties Lunatic Asylum” to serve Carmarthenshire, Pembrokeshire and
Cardiganshire. It developed into a large psychiatric hospital in the 20"
century and housed up to 1,200 patients by the later 20" century. The
hospital closed in the early 21° century and is now largely used as
offices by Carmarthenshire County Council, with some buildings retained
by the NHS and continuing to offer specialist mental health services.
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College Road, Carmarthen: Historical overview

Map evidence

8.1.1 The area of the proposed development site is shown on the
Ordnance Survey’s Original Surveyors Drawings Carmarthen sheet,
surveyed in 1811. This was the first detailed map series of the whole
country. It does not show field systems in detail but does differentiate
between enclosed farmland, unenclosed land and woodland. This map
clearly shows that the development site lay within the enclosed, farmed
landscape. It is not clear whether the adjacent dwelling of Ysgubor
Stone (known as Ysgubor Stor in the first half of the 19™ century) is
shown, but a small enclosure is shown at the location of the original
house which may represent a boundary of the garden within which the
house stood.

8.1.2 When the Ordnance Survey published their 1 inch to 1 mile scale
First Series map for the area in 1831 (Sheet 41), based on the 1811
survey, a similar picture is shown. This map clearly shows and names
the dwelling of Ysgubor Stor, which owned the development site in the
mid-19"™ century.

8.1.3 The St. Peter’s parish tithe map of 1838 is the first detailed map
which shows the layout of the field system in the area, with each field
numbered. The map is accompanied by the tithe apportionment,
prepared in 1837, which records the extent, land use, name, ownership
and tenancy of each parcel of land. The development site is numbered
as field parcel 1150, which was part of Ysgubor Stor, a 34 acre farm
holding. The name of the field is recorded as Parc Mawr (Big Field). This
field, as well as adjacent fields, are recognisable in the modern
landscape.

8.1.4 The 1890 First Edition 1:2500 scale Ordnance Survey map shows
Parc Mawr and its adjacent fields had changed little since the time of the
parish tithe map. The original dwelling at Ysgubor Stone (which is the
version of the name recorded on this and subsequent Ordnance Survey
maps), had by this time been replaced by the present house. The
original house had been retained as an outbuilding however and still
appears to stand today.

8.1.5 Subsequent Ordnance Survey maps, including the 1906, 1936 and
1969 1:2500 maps, show little change to the landscape around Parc
Mawr or within the field itself until very recent times. By 2009 a new
college building had been built in the adjacent field to the west and
more recently a second, new college building has been constructed in
the southwestern quadrant of Parc Mawr itself. The proposed
development would see the southeastern quadrant of Parc Mawr infilled,
creating a line of modern development along the northern side of
College Road.
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9. Impact Assessment

9.1

9.2

9.3

9.4

9.5

9.6

9.7

9.8

The HER enquiry for the under 1km radius area yielded 133 records for
historic assets.

The proposed development site and its environs were visited on 12th
October 2015. The area is a pasture field and the visit was undertaken
on a clear day, with good visibility.

Of the initial 133 records in the HER for the 1km assessment area, 35
records were excluded as the historic assets they were for lay within an
area not intervisible with the development site, see Figure 3. A further
55 records were removed for other reasons including being duplicates
of other records, having inaccurate or imprecise NGRs and the historic
asset actually lie outside the study area. Full details are given in
Section 14.

Three new records were created in the project database by Trysor.

After the site visit, the historic map search, and the rapid assessment
of the readily available data the final dataset for the 1km radius
assessment area contained 46 records.

The significance of the historic assets represented by these records
were assessed and graded in accordance with the categories adopted
by the Welsh Archaeological Trusts i.e. Nationally Important,
Regionally Important, Locally Important, Minor and Features Needing
Further Investigation (Unknown).

Within the 18 records there are no Scheduled Ancient Monuments or
registered Historic Parks and Gardens. There are twenty nine Listed
Buildings.

Historic assets that were graded as being of Minor Importance, or Locally
Important but very damaged or destroyed, were not further assessed
unless there would be a direct, physical impact, see Table 1 and Appendix
B and Figure 4.

10
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ID Number Site Name Site Type
2 ST DAVIDS MILL POND
3 BARRACKS THE MAGAZINE;BARRACKS
16 RHYD Y BONT BRIDGE
20 CARMARTHEN CEMETERY CHAPEL GATE
27 TAWELAN BROOK FLOOD DEFENCE

Table 1: Sites assessed as of Minor Importance or Locally Important but in poor
condition or destroyed. These were not further assessed.

9.9 The Direct and Indirect impact on the remaining historic assets was
assessed taking into account both physical and non-physical impacts.
Each impact was assessed within the scale Very Low, Low, Moderate,
High and Very High, taken into account the significance of the site and
the nature of the impact. A full table is found in Appendix B but a
summary is tabulated in Table 2 below and illustrated in Figure 5. These
impacts are further discussed in Section 10.
Site Name Site Type Level of | Level of | Level of
ID Direct Indirect | Impact
Number Impact Impact | on
Setting
21 TREVAUGHAN HOUSE DWELLING None Low None
44 TYNEWYDD FARMHOUSE None Very Low | Very Low
45 YSGUBOR STOR; COTTAGE None Very Low | Very Low
YSGUBOR STONE
1 TAWELAN MILL MILL RACE None Very Low | None
STREAM
26 TRINITY COLLEGE CHAPEL None Very Low | None
4 ST MARY'S CHURCH None None None
5 ALL SAINTS CHURCH None None None
PICTON'S MONUMENT COMMEMORATI | None None None
VE MONUMENT
7 PICTON TERRACE TERRACE None None None
NOS.12-21
8 LIME GROVE MANSION | DWELLING None None None
9 FOUNTAIN HALL DWELLING None None None
10 GREEN HALL DWELLING None None None
ST DAVID'S PSYCHIATRIC None None None
HOSPITAL;JOINT HOSPITAL
COUNTIES LUNATIC
11 ASYLUM FOR
CARMARTHENSHIRE
CARDIGANSHIRE AND
PEMBROKESHIRE
12 TRINITY COLLEGE COLLEGE None None None
13 OLD TOLL HOUSE TOLL HOUSE None None None
14 FRIEND'S PUBLIC HOUSE | None None None
ARMS;JOHNSTOWN
15 ROYAL OAK, PUBLIC HOUSE | None None None
MONUMENT HILL

12
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Site Name Site Type Level of | Level of | Level of
1D Direct Indirect | Impact
Number Impact Impact | on
Setting
17 No.1, PICTON PLACE HOUSE None None None
18 UNION STREET NO.24 DWELLING None None None
19 CEMETERY CHAPEL CHAPEL None None None
29 WHITE MILL WOOLLEN | WOOLLEN MILL | None None None
FACTORY; FELINWEN
23 JOB'S WELL COTTAGES | TERRACE None None None
24 GLAN BRYN VILLA HOUSE None None None
o5 SALEM SUNDAY None None None
SCHOOL
28 JOB'S WELL DWELLING None None None
29 STARLING PARK MANSION None None None
HOUSE
30 THE LODGE AT ST LODGE None None None
DAVID'S HOSPITAL
31 GWYNFRYN SERVICE HOUSE None None None
RANGE
32 BROOK HOUSE HOUSE None None None
GATEPIERS, GATES HOSPITAL None None None
33 AND RAILINGS TO S OF | GATES
ST DAVID'S HOSPITAL
34 GWYNFRYN HOUSE None None None
35 NO 8 AND FRONT HOUSE None None None
RAILINGS
36 NO 9 AND FRONT HOUSE None None None
RAILINGS
37 PENRHYN AND UNKNOWN None None None
RAILINGS
38 RADNOR HOUSE AND HOUSE None None None
FRONT RAILINGS
39 THE GRANGE HOUSE None None None
40 CHAPEL AT ST DAVID'S | CHURCH None None None
HOSPITAL
NO 27 INCLUDING HOUSE;GARDE | None None None
a1 RAILINGS AND GATES N
AND REAR GARDEN WALLS;RAILIN
WALL GS;GATE
42 NO 28 INCLUDING HOUSE;GARDE | None None None
RAILINGS N
NO 29 PICTON HOUSE; GARDE | None None None
43 TERRACE, INCLUDING N
GARDEN WALL, WALL;RAILING
RAILINGS AND GATES S;GATES
46 PICTON TERRACE TERRACE None None None

Table 2: Impact on historic assets in the assessment area around the proposed
development site
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Figure 6: The 1km assessment area showing the Tywi Valley Historic Landscape, using data supplied by Cadw June 2014
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Figure 7: The 1km assessment a

17

rea showing the LANDMAP Historic Landscape aspect, labelled with LANDMAP Aspect Area Number



/Contains 0S,data’® Crown copyrights2012\

18

CRMRTCL061
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Land North of College Road, Carmarthen

10. Impact on Historic Environment Aspects
10.1 Following the impact assessment aspects of the historic environment
around the proposed development site have been considered as
outlined in the specification agreed by the Dyfed Archaeological Trust
Heritage Management Section (see Appendix A).

10.2 Scheduled Ancient Monuments and their settings

Historic Environment Assessment

10.2.1 There are no Scheduled Ancient Monuments within the 1km
assessment area.

10.3 Listed Buildings and their settings
10.3.1 There are 29 Listed Buildings within the revised 1km
assessment area. Only two of these historic assets would experience
any impact from the development, but the impact would be a Low or
Very Low, indirect, visual impact. See Table 3, Figure 5 and Appendix B

for details.
Site Name Site Type Level Level of | Level of
ID of Indirect | Impact
Number Direct Impact | on
Impact Setting
21 TREVAUGHAN HOUSE DWELLING None Low None
26 TRINITY COLLEGE CHAPEL None Very Low | None
4 ST MARY'S CHURCH None None None
PICTON'S MONUMENT COMMEMORATI | None None None
VE MONUMENT
7 PICTON TERRACE TERRACE None None None
NOS.12-21
8 LIME GROVE MANSION | DWELLING None None None
9 FOUNTAIN HALL DWELLING None None None
11 ST DAVID'S HOSPITAL PSYCHIATRIC None None None
HOSPITAL
12 TRINITY COLLEGE COLLEGE None None None
13 OLD TOLL HOUSE TOLL HOUSE None None None
17 No.1, PICTON PLACE HOUSE None None None
18 UNION STREET NO.24 DWELLING None None None
19 CEMETERY CHAPEL CHAPEL None None None
28 JOB'S WELL DWELLING None None None
30 THE LODGE AT ST LODGE None None None
DAVID'S HOSPITAL
31 GWYNFRYN SERVICE HOUSE None None None
RANGE
32 BROOK HOUSE HOUSE None None None
GATEPIERS, GATES HOSPITAL None None None
33 AND RAILINGS TO S OF | GATES
ST DAVID'S HOSPITAL
34 GWYNFRYN HOUSE None None None
35 NO 8 AND FRONT HOUSE None None None
RAILINGS
36 NO 9 AND FRONT HOUSE None None None
RAILINGS
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Site Name Site Type Level Level of | Level of
ID of Indirect | Impact
Number Direct Impact | on
Impact Setting
37 PENRHYN AND UNKNOWN None None None
RAILINGS
38 RADNOR HOUSE AND HOUSE None None None
FRONT RAILINGS
39 THE GRANGE HOUSE None None None
40 CHAPEL AT ST DAVID'S | CHURCH None None None
HOSPITAL
NO 27 INCLUDING HOUSE; GARDEN | None None None
a1 RAILINGS AND GATES | WALLS;RAILING
AND REAR GARDEN S;GATE
WALL
42 NO 28 INCLUDING HOUSE;GARDEN | None None None
RAILINGS
NO 29 PICTON HOUSE;GARDEN | None None None
43 TERRACE, INCLUDING WALL;RAILINGS
GARDEN WALL, ;GATES
RAILINGS AND GATES
46 PICTON TERRACE TERRACE None None None

Table 3: List of Listed Buildings within 1km which would experience an impact

10.4 Previously Recorded Non-Designhated Historic Assets and
Buildings and their settings

10.4.1 There are no significant impacts on Non-designated Historic

Assets and Buildings within 1km of the development site. There would

be a Very Low, indirect, visual impact on one historic asset, with no

impact on its setting. Further details in Table 4, Appendix B and Figure

5.
Site Name Site Type Level of | Level of | Level of
ID Direct Indirect | Impact
Number Impact Impact | on
Setting
1 TAWELAN MILL MILL RACE None Very Low | None
STREAM

Table 4: List of non-designated historic assets and buildings within 1km

which would experience an impact

10.5 Newly identified sites of historic importance
10.5.1 Two newly recorded sites of historic importance were noted for
this assessment at or near the development site. These are the post-
medieval dwellings of Tynewydd and Ysgubor Stone, which border the
development site (ID numbers 44 & 45).

10.6 Registered Parks & Gardens and their essential settings.
10.6.1 There are no Registered Parks and Gardens within the 1km of
the development area.
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10.7 Registered Historic Landscapes
10.7.1 The development site does not lie within a Registered Historic
Landscape.

10.7.2 Cadw’s definition of the Tywi Valley Historic Landscape extends
only as far north as Picton Terrace, 650 metres to the southeast of the
development site.

10.7.3 The Dyfed Archaeological Trust have defined a much broader
area for the Tywi Valley Historic Landscape, including a Carmarthen
Historic Landscape Character Area which covers the whole of the built
area of Carmarthen town as it existed in 1999. The northern border of
this Character Area lies immediately to the south of the development
site, on the opposite side of College Road.

10.7.4 The Cadw definition of the Tywi Valley Historic Landscape is
currently recognised as the definitive boundary.

10.8 Non-registered Historic Landscapes
The development site does not lie in a Special Landscape Area.

10.9 LANDMAP and landscape characterisation information
10.9.1 The proposed development would stand in the Newchurch
LANDMAP Historic Landscape Aspect Area (CRMRTHL42461), see Figure
7, which is described as;

“Newchurch comprises dispersed farms, including some large holdings,
hamlets, in a landscape of small fields and scattered woodland. Most
significant archaeological element(s): Extant buildings - churches,
chapels, mills, etc, Iron Age hillforts, Small industrial sites.”

10.9.2 The overall evaluation of this Aspect Area is High. The
justification for this is stated as “This area scores highly in most
categories but its potential and rarity scores are moderate... It is a
typical example of a Carmarthenshire agricultural landscape.”

10.9.3 The proposed development would stand in the extensive Rural
Carmarthenshire LANDMAP Cultural Landscape Aspect Area
(CRMRTCLO061), see Figure 8, which is described as;

“Multi-faceted appearance but largely homogenous cultural use in t