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Non Technical Summary 
The following report presents the results of an Archaeological Watching Brief during ground works for a 

proposed extension to a detached property known as Arch Noa, positioned on the south side of Heol y Llan, 

Llanbadarn Fawr, Ceredigion. 

The specific objectives of this work was to undertake an archaeological watching brief during ground work for 

the cutting of foundation trenches and services trenches at the rear of the existing property of Arch Noa. 

 

In summary, the archaeological watching brief during groundwork for service trenches and foundation 

trenches at Arch Noa, Heol y Llan, Llanbadarn, encountered no deposits earlier than the mid 19th Century as 

evidenced by the recovery of a few fragments of pottery and glass. 

 

The fact that only one overlying deposit was encountered during the ground work (100), with a depth of 

0.60m – 1m, with the earliest datable finds all being either mid 19th Century or else early 20th Century, would 

suggest that this deposit appears to be re-deposited material, with much of it probably having been laid down 

following construction of the house on the site and later re-disturbed during construction of the later small 

two-storey extension at some time in the 1930s – 50s. 

Although no significant deposits, or finds earlier than the mid 19th Century were exposed during the 

groundwork, the fact that a change in deposit was encountered at the base of the foundation trench on the 

west side, would suggest that below the 0.60m depth mark on the west side of the property, earlier pre 19th 

Century archaeological deposits would very probably have been exposed. 

 

Crynodeb Antechnegol 

Mae'r adroddiad canlynol yn cyflwyno canlyniadau Briff Gwylio Archaeolegol yn ystod gwaith ar y ddaear ar 

gyfer estyniad arfaethedig i eiddo ar wahân a elwir yn Arch Noa, wedi'i leoli ar ochr ddeheuol Heol y Llan, 

Llanbadarn Fawr, Ceredigion. 

 

Amcanion penodol y gwaith hwn oedd ymgymryd â briff gwylio archaeolegol yn ystod gwaith daear ar gyfer 

torri ffosydd sylfaen a ffosydd gwasanaethau yng nghefn eiddo presennol Arch Noa. 

 

I grynhoi, ni ddaeth y briff gwylio archaeolegol yn ystod gwaith gwaelod i ffosydd gwasanaethau a ffosydd 

sylfaen yn Arch Noa, Heol y Llan, Llanbadarn, ar draws unrhyw flaendaliadau yn gynharach na chanol y 

19eg Ganrif fel y tystia adferiad ychydig ddarnau o grochenwaith a gwydr. 

Byddai'r ffaith mai dim ond un blaendal gorweddol a gafwyd yn ystod y gwaith daear (100), gyda dyfnder o 

0.60m – 1m, gyda'r darganfyddiadau datable cynharaf i gyd naill ai ganol y 19eg Ganrif neu arall yn gynnar 

yn yr 20fed Ganrif, yn awgrymu ei bod yn ymddangos bod y blaendal hwn yn cael ei ail-ddyddodi, gyda 

llawer ohono mae'n debyg wedi ei osod i lawr yn dilyn adeiladu'r tŷ ar y safle ac yn ddiweddarach ail-darfu 

arno wrth adeiladu'r estyniad deulawr bach diweddarach yn peth amser yn y 1930au – 50au. 
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Er nad oedd dyddodion sylweddol, neu ddarganfyddiadau yn gynharach na chanol y 19eg Ganrif yn dod i'r 

amlwg yn ystod y gwaith daear, byddai'r ffaith bod newid mewn blaendal wedi dod ar draws gwaelod y ffos 

sylfaen ar yr ochr orllewinol, yn awgrymu y byddai dyddodion archeolegol o dan y 0.60m o ddyfnder ar ochr 

orllewinol yr eiddo, yn gynharach cyn y 19eg Ganrif byddai dyddodion archeolegol wedi'u hamlygu yn ôl pob 

tebyg. 
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1 Introduction 
1.1  The following report presents the results of an Archaeological Watching Brief during ground works for 

a proposed extension to a detached property known as Arch Noa, positioned on the south side of 

Heol y Llan, Llanbadarn Fawr, Ceredigion. 

1.2 The specific objectives of this work were to: 

 Undertake an archaeological watching brief during ground work for the cutting of foundation 

trenches and services trenches at the rear of the existing property of Arch Noa. 

 

1.3 The Technical Appendices for this report contains the following information:  

Appendix I: Figures; 

Appendix II: Photographs 

Appendix III: Archive Cover Sheet 

 

Site Location & Description (see Figures 1-4 ) 
1.4 The property known as Arch noa is positioned at a height of approximately 9.5 meters AOD 

immediately to the south of the church and cemetery of Llanbadarn Fawr church in the village of 

Llanbadarn-Fawr, which lies approximately 1.5km east of the town of Aberystwyth and approximately 

2km northeast of the village of Rhydyfelin. The property is situated on the south side of the road 

known as Heol-y-Llan, which wraps around the southern enclosure wall of the church cemetery 

(NGR: SN 5990 8095). 

 

1.5 The property lies within immediate proximity to the Early Medieval Monastic site of Llanbadarn Fawr 

(PRN 816). Thought to have been founded in the 6th century, the site was famously attacked by 

Viking Raiders in 984 AD. Through the medieval period the site continued as a Monastic centre and 

is still occupied by the 12th century grade I Priory Church of St. Padarn today (PRN 4847). 

 

1.6 The house is positioned at the northern end of a strip of land used as a garden. The house is a two-

storey stone built dwelling with its front façade facing north. The house appears on the Tithe Map of 

1843-46 and is probably early 19th Century in date. 

 

Planning Background 
1.7 A planning application (Ref A210605) was submitted to Ceredigion County Council for a proposed 

extension to the rear of the property on the 18th June 2021. Ceredigion County Council granted 

planning permission for the proposed development on the 17th September 2021 with the following 

archaeological condition (No.6). 
 Condition 6: 

"No development shall take place until a qualified and competent archaeologist has 
submitted a written scheme of investigation (WSI) for approval in writing by the local 
planning authority. This WSI will describe the different stages of the work and demonstrate 
that it has been fully resourced and given adequate time. On behalf of the local planning 
authority, their archaeological advisors (DAT DM) will monitor all aspects of this work 
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through to the final discharging of the condition. This work will not be deemed complete until 
all aspects of the WSI have been addressed and the final report submitted and approved ”. 

Reason: To protect historic environment interests whilst enabling development. 

1.8 HRS Wales were commissioned to undertake this required archaeological work. A Written Scheme 

of Investigation (WSI) was submitted and approved by Dyfed Archaeological Trust – Heritage 

Management (DAT-HM) in December 2021. 

Development Proposals (see Figures 5 – 9) 

1.9 Replacement of a two storey flat roof extension with a two storey slate roof extension at the rear of 

the property. This will entail the demolition of the existing flat roof extension and the preparation of 

the ground for the foundation of the new two-storey late roof extension, as well as a series of service 

trenches. 

 Historical & Archaeological Background (see Figures 10-16) 

1.10 The present Anglican parish church (Grade I Listed) is probably 13th Century in date with a Chancel 

restored in the 15th Century and again the whole church restored from 1868 – 84 by one J.P. 

Seddon. However, this church succeeds one of the most important Celtic foundations in Wales, the 

monastery of St Padarn, who was a missionary from Brittany in mid 6th Century, and was the first 

bishop. The bishopric lasted until 720 AD. This early church is famed for having been sacked and 

destroyed by Vikings in 987 AD and again in 1038 AD. In the 11th Century, Llanbadarn was a noted 

centre of learning under Sulien and his four sons, including Rhygyfarch, author of the life of St David, 

but declined after the first arrival of the Normans in the `12th Century. The church was under royal 

control from the mid 13th Century and presumably was then rebuilt. Thomas Bradwardine vicar in 

early 14th Century became Archbishop of Canterbury. Given to Vale Royal Abbey, Cheshire c1360, 

and under that abbey until 1538. The nave and transepts are massive and plain with simple lancets, 

but the south door is so exceptional a piece of Decorated Gothic of the 13th Century as to arouse 

suggestions that it was moved from another church such as Strata Florida, but of this there is no 

evidence. The chancel was re-modelled by Abbot William Stratford of Vale Royal in the later 15th 

Century with new red sandstone side windows. The church was given a Grade I Listing due to it 

being a pre-eminent medieval church of the region, with outstanding monuments and fine later 19th 

Century fittings and stained glass. 

1.11 The area for the proposed development attached to the property at the rear of Arch noa, lies only 

approximately 20 meters south of the church cemetery enclosure wall. Given that the full extent of 

the early occupation of the site is unknown, it is conceivable that buried deposits, including the 

possibility of human remains, may well extend into the area of the extension and as such any 

ground-works could damage or destroy any buried remains. 

 

 Geology 
1.12 The geology of the area falls within the Undifferentiated Llandovery Rocks consisting Sandstone and 
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Conglomerate, Interbedded. 

  

2 Aims & Objectives 

2.1 The aims of the watching brief, as defined by the CIfA (2014) were to: 

 Allow a rapid investigation and recording of any archaeological features that are uncovered during 

the proposed groundwork. 

 Provide the opportunity, if needed, for the watching archaeologist to signal to all interested 

parties, before the destruction of the material in question, that an archaeological find has been 

made for which the resources allocated to the watching brief are not sufficient to support the 

treatment to a satisfactory or proper standard. 

3 Methodology 

 Watching Brief 

3.1 The archaeological watching brief was undertaken by HRS Wales staff using current best practice on 

the 24th April 2023. 

3.2 All work was carried out by a suitably qualified archaeologist with relevant level membership of the 

Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA) and followed the CIfA Standard and Guidance for an 

archaeological watching brief (CIfA 2014). 

 

3.3 All proposed groundwork was undertaken under close and constant archaeological supervision. All 

machine dug groundwork undertaken by the contractor was done using a mechanical digger with a 

toothless grading bucket.  

 

3.4 All archaeological deposits or features when encountered were investigated and recorded. All finds 

recovered during the watching brief were to be bagged and a grid coordinate was taken using a 

handheld GPS device in order to locate the find-spot with the OS national grid. 

 

3.5 Any recording required was to be carried out using HRS Wales recording systems (pro-forma context 

sheets etc), using a continuous number sequence for all contexts. 

 
3.6 Where considered necessary plans and sections were drawn to a scale of 1:50, 1:20 and 1:10 as 

required and related to Ordnance Survey datum and published boundaries where appropriate. 

 
3.7 All features identified were tied in to both the OS National Grid and all local site and ground plans. 

 
3.8 Photographs were appropriated in digital format, using a 24 mega-pixel DSLR camera in RAW format, 

to be exported later to TIFF format. 
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4 Cartographic Sources (see Figures 10 – 16) 

4.1 OS Surveyors Drawing (1820/22) 

4.2 This early Ordnance Survey drawing clearly shows a row of houses on the south side of Heol y Llan, but 

because of the scale it is impossible to identify individual properties. 

 

4.3 Tithe Map for Llanbadarn Fawr Parish (1843-46) 

4.4 The tithe map for the Llanbadarn Fawr parish, dated 1846 is divided into three regions or Manors, 

Llanbadarn Fawr church and cemetery falling with the ‘Ucha and Issa yn Dre’ region. The property of 

Arch Noa is clearly visible in this map series and identified as apportionment No. 225. This property, 

marked as ‘house and garden’ belonged to one Pryse Pryse who rented out the property to one Evan 

Davies. 

 

4.5 OS Fist Edition Map (1886) 

4.6 The property is clearly shown on the OS First Edition map of 1886. 

 

4.7 OS Second Edition Map (1906) 

4.8 No great change from the earlier edition. 

 

4.9 OS 1938 Edition Map 

4.10 No great change from the earlier edition. 

 

4.11 OS 1953 Edition Map 

4.12 No great change from the earlier edition. 

 

5 Results of Watching Brief (see Figure 17) 
5.1 The archaeological watching brief was undertaken over one (1) day on the 24th April 2023.  

5.2 Groundwork entailed the cutting of a series of foundation trenches and a series of service trenches. 

Prior to the archaeological watching brief, the already existing two-storey flat roof extension, 

consisting of a kitchen on the ground floor and a bathroom on the first floor, had already been 

demolished and the resulting rubble removed off site. This earlier small extension appeared to be 

around 1930s – 1950s in date and consisted solely of two small single rooms, approximately 3m 

square. 

5.3 All number enclosed in ( ) refer to contexts encountered. 

A) Service Trenches 

5.4 In total there were two service trenches excavated, one running from the south wall of the existing 

house running N-S toward an existing brick built foul drain, and another running E-W in the area 

north of the proposed extension’s south wall. Each of these two service trenches reached a depth of 

only approximately 0.40m and cut through only one deposit (100) consisting of a re-deposited dark 
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soil intermixed with flecks of lime mortar and irregular shaped stones no larger than 0.20m in size. 

Dateable finds recovered from these two trenches were all either pottery or glass fragments with a 

date range of between the mid 19th Century and early 20th Century. None of these fragments were 

retained. 

5.5 B) Foundation Trenches 

5.6 The foundation trenches comprised three trenches running N-S and a longer linking trench running 

E-W on the southern side. Each trench reached a maximum depth of only 0.60m on the west side 

and approximately 1m on the east side where the ground rose to accommodate an existing car 

parking area. The area of the proposed extension covered an area approximately 6m x 8m. 

5.7 As with the results of the groundwork from the adjacent service trenches, the ground work for each 

of the foundation trenches cut through the same re-deposited dark soil material intermixed with 

flecks of lime mortar and the occasional irregular shaped stones no larger than 0.20m in size. A 

number of river pebbles were also noted within this deposit. Dateable finds recovered from each of 

the foundation trenches, within the same re-deposited context, were all either pottery or glass 

fragments with a date range of between the mid 19th Century and early-mid 20th Century, which 

included one small 1930s – 1950s enamelled tea pot. At the west end of the footings, the 

westernmost foundation trench reached a depth of only 0.60m, at the exact point where a change in 

deposit became apparent, consisting of a beige coloured sandy/clay deposit (101). At the far eastern 

end of the foundation trenches, at the easternmost at this point, a natural sandstone bedrock 

became exposed (102), suggesting that the natural topography of the land at the rear of the property 

appears to slope from east to west very slightly. 

6 Conclusion & Recommendations 

6.1 The archaeological watching brief during groundwork for service trenches and foundation trenches at 

Arch Noa, Heol y Llan, Llanbadarn, encountered no deposits earlier than the mid 19th Century as 

evidenced by the recovery of a few fragments of pottery and glass. 

 

6.2 The fact that only one overlying deposit was encountered during the ground work (100), with a depth 

of between 0.60m – 1m, with the earliest datable finds all being either mid 19th Century or else early-

mid 20th Century, would suggest that this deposit appears to be re-deposited material, with much of it 

probably having been laid down following construction of the house on the site and later re-disturbed 

during construction of the later small two-storey extension at some time in the 1930s – 50s. 

6.3 Although no significant deposits, or finds earlier than the mid 19th Century were exposed during the 

groundwork, the fact  that a change in deposit was encountered at the base of the foundation trench 

on the west side, would suggest that below the 0.60m depth mark on the west side of the property, 

earlier pre 19th Century archaeological deposits would very probably have been exposed. 
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01 - 04

Plate 01. View of Arch Noa from church cemetery. Looking SW. Plate 02. View of Arch Noa from Church Road. Looking eastwards.

Plate 03. View of Arch Noa from Church Road. Looking westwards. Plate 04. View of Arch Noa from church cemetery. Looking south.

Date taken:
Plate No.Project Title: Arch Noa, Church Road, Llanbadarn Fawr

Richard Scott JonesPhotographer:

24th April 2023



05 - 09

Plate 05. View of rear of Arch Noa prior to demolition
of existing extension. Looking northwards (Owners Photo).

Plate 08. View of Arch Noa following demolition of existing extension. Looking northwards.

Plate 06. View of rear of Arch Noa prior to demolition
of existing extension. Looking northwards (Owners Photo).

Plate 07. View of rear of Arch Noa prior to demolition
of existing extension. Looking west (Owners Photo).

Plate 09. View of Arch Noa following demolition of existing extension. Looking northwards.

Date taken:
Plate No.Project Title: Arch Noa, Church Road, Llanbadarn Fawr

Richard Scott JonesPhotographer:

24th April 2023



10 - 13

Plate 10. View of Arch Noa following demolition of existing extension. Looking northwards. Plate 11. View of area of proposed foundation trench. Looking westwards.

Plate 12. View of area of proposed foundation trench. Looking eastwards. Plate 13. View of area of proposed foundation trench. Looking westwards.

Date taken:
Plate No.Project Title: Arch Noa, Church Road, Llanbadarn Fawr

Richard Scott JonesPhotographer:

24th April 2023



14 - 18

Plate 14. View of area of parking space on east side of property. Looking southwards. Plate 15. Working shot during cutting for service trench. Looking westwards.

Plate 16. Working shoy during cutting of service trench. Looking westwards. Plate 18. View of foundation trench on west side. Looking northwards.

Date taken:
Plate No.Project Title: Arch Noa, Church Road, Llanbadarn Fawr

Richard Scott JonesPhotographer:

24th April 2023



19 - 22

Plate 19. Service trench and completed west side foundation trench. Looking southwest. Plate 20. Working shot during cutting of foundation trench. Looking southwest.

Plate 21. Working shot during cutting of service trench. Looking southwest. Plate 22. Working shot during cutting of southern service trench. Looking southwards.

Date taken:
Plate No.Project Title: Arch Noa, Church Road, Llanbadarn Fawr

Richard Scott JonesPhotographer:

24th April 2023



23 - 25

Plate 24. Completed foundation trenches. Looking southwest.

Plate 23. Working shot during cutting of foundation trench. Looking southwards. Plate 25. Completed foundation trenches. Looking westward.

Date taken:
Plate No.Project Title: Arch Noa, Church Road, Llanbadarn Fawr

Richard Scott JonesPhotographer:

24th April 2023



26 - 29

Plate 27. Completed foundation trenches. Looking eastward.

Plate 28. Completed foundation trenches. Looking eastward. Plate 29. Completed foundation trenches. Looking northeast.

Plate 26. Completed foundation trenches. Looking westward.

Date taken:
Plate No.Project Title: Arch Noa, Church Road, Llanbadarn Fawr

Richard Scott JonesPhotographer:

24th April 2023



30 - 32

Plate 31. Completed foundation trenches. East end trench. Looking north.

Plate 32. Completed foundation trenches. East end trench. 
Looking north.

Plate 30. Completed foundation trenches. Looking eastward.

Date taken:
Plate No.Project Title: Arch Noa, Church Road, Llanbadarn Fawr

Richard Scott JonesPhotographer:

24th April 2023
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