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hill’s south side.

trench excavated across the inner
earthwork.

Banc Du is a prominent, fairly flat-
topped southwards-projecting
promontory of Foel Eryr, at about
334m OD at the west end of the Preseli
ridge. There is a crag-line on the south-
east side and steep slopes to the south
and west sides. It overlooks the source
of the Afon Syfynwy to the south-east,
and affords extensive views to the
south and west. Neither upland nor
lowland, Banc Du occupies that
curious middle position between
enclosed fields and open moor,
sometimes one sometimes the other,
clearly cultivated in the past but now
maintained as improved pasture for
grazing sheep.

The surveys suggest three main
period of activity across the hill. The
most recent comprises extensive
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the archaeology, and an evaluation cultivation in a kind of ridge and furrow

pattern that is probably associated with
anow-abandoned, putatively medieval
or later, long-house settlement or small
hamlet downslope to the north-west.
Earlier than this are two curved
trackways crossing the hilltop that
each seem to provide access to a single
long-house dwelling or structure of
some kind, although whether these are
contemporary Or Successive is
unknown.

Pecling away these features we are
leftwith the earthworks of the earliest
visible phase, the seemingly
interrupted banks and ditches noted by
Musson and Driver. It has not yet been
possible to map the full extent of these

using geophysical survey, as the
underlying

later cultivation is masking some
earlier features. However, by
combining the results of all the surveys
and remote sensing so far available, a
provisional plan can be established.
This shows an inner boundary defining
aslightly oval space thatis perhaps
open against the cragline on the east
side. Outside is an outer boundary that
again seems to start on the cragline,
on the west side to run close and

In August 2005 we excavated a single
evaluation trench, measuring 15m by
1m, across the inner earthwork on the
north side. The bank, about 3.8m wide
was preserved to a height of c4ocm,
and appears to have been set on an old
land surface that had been deturfed. A
posthole near the front edge of the
bank and a pair towards the rear is
suggestive of some kind of timber
lacing within the bank. A single stone
on a terrace in front of the bank
together with a quantity of large, fresh
stones at the bottom of the ditch
suggest stone facing. The ditch was
2.8m wide and a maximum of 1m deep,
and slightly u-shaped in profile. The
main fills were sealed by a heavy iron-
pan. The primary fill comprised stony
deposits resulting perhaps from the
early collapse of the stone facing above.
Over this were two dark, ash-rich layers
separated by clean clayey deposits.
Plants represented by charcoal from
these layers included heather, hazel,
alder and oak. The upper fills
comprised layers of yellow stony clay
and grey silty clay from a variety of
sources, including the bank.

No cultural material was found in the
small section explored, but six
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y at thc Stepleton enclosure
within the Hambledon Hill complex in
Dorset. Timber revetment is also a
feature of many continental enclosures
of the fourth millennium nc.

Banc Du’s greatest significance is
probably in relation to its
contemporary landscape. When first
built, the enclosure would have been
contemporary with the great
megalithic tombs of the area such as
the portal dolmen later incorporated
into a long barrow at Pentre Ifan just
7.5km to the north, and the passage
grave at Bedd yr Afanc 6km to the
north-east. This was also the period
that fine metamorphic rocks began to
be exploited in the area for the
manufacture of axes: petrological
Group viri, for example, whose
products have been found widely
scattered across south Wales, and
southern and midland England.

The later use of the enclosure in the
second quarter of the third millennium
BC is perhaps even more significant on
awider canvas. Banc Du lies towards
the north-western end of the main
Preseli ridge that provided spotted
dolerite and other kinds of bluestone
used in megalithic monuments. The
outcrops at Carn Menyn, enclosed by a
prehistoric ditch, are just 8km along
the ridge from Banc Du (Beyond
Stonehenge: Carn Menyn and the
bluestones, Jul/Aug 2005).

Several stone circles in south-west
Wales were constructed from these
rocks. The ridge also provided the 80
or so pillars taken 250km eastwards to
Stonechenge and built into the double
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Right below:
Topographic model
of the eastern
Preselis showing
the position of Banc
Duin relation to
Carn Menyn, a
source of spotted
dolerite for
megaliths
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following the bluestone trail back to Ancient and Historical Monuments of
the Preselis, and unpicking the Wales. They would like thank Louise
landscape there. Banc Dunow provides  Barker, Paul Cheetbam, Vanessa Constant,
asecure foothold from which to the Davies family, Roger Doonan, Ralph
explore those worlds. Fyfe, Frances Healy, Ebren Milner, Chris
Musson, David Percival, Tom Pert,
MM[I:&M#&:M Bronwen Russell, Yoette Staclens, Anna
Stocks, Judith Waimwright, Alasdair
Whittle and Georgina Wilson for belp with
the project. For the 1998 Neolithic Studies
Group meeting see T Darvill & 3 Thomas
(eds) 200x Neolithic Enclosures in Atlantic
Northwest Europe (Oxbow)
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