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Builders set to start £1

6m

Welsh halls renovation

WORK to transform: an historic
Welsh-medium halls of residence
will bci-?m on Monday after Aberyst-
wyth University appointed its main
contractors,

The university appointed con-
struction company Morgan Sindall
to refurbish Neuadd Pantycelyn, in
an “ambiticus project * that “will of-
fer high-quality, contemporary, en-
suite accommodation for up fo 200
students”.

Work on the project, set to cost
£16.5m  will in on Monday, 3
June, with the t studerits mov-
ing into the refurbished builting in
Seﬂtember 2020, after initial pEms
to have the building opened by Sep-
tember 2019 were set:back through

several delays.

Dndgmall opened in 1951, the
Grade 11 [i building will also
Bvrovide offices for Abe stwyth's

elsh students’ union CA, a re-
[fectory and attractive social spaces
for use by students, staff and the lo-
cal community,

Prof Elizabeth Treasure, vice-chan-
cellor at Aberys University
said: “We are delighted to be work-
ing with Morgan Sindall on the re-
development of Pantycelyn, and to
bring to life once more a hall that
ha’ been geie focus for.gue Weish c;lole
ture at A niversi r
almost half :ﬁm i

“This project represents an invest-
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ment in the future of Welsh speak-
ing students for cFeneraﬁons to come
and a unique addition to the excel-
lent portfolio of student accommo-
dation we offer here at Aberys

“We are also grateful to Welsh
Government for tﬁ;ir support for the
project, which will help enhance fur-
ther the excellent shudent experience
offered by Aberystwyth.”

Rob Williams, Morgan Sindall
Construction area di r, said:
“We're incredibly proud to be work-

ing with the university as its con-

struction partner. on such a prestig-
ious p

“Pantycelyn’s significance, both in

terms of its history and the role it can
play in nurturing future generations
of passionate Weish~speaking ghi-
dents, is not lost on anyone involved
in the project.
"Wefﬁ work closely and meticu-
lously with the university to ensure
the work is completed sympatheti-
cally and in time for the halls to reo-
pen in 2020.”

The project has received £5m from
Welsh Government as,part of its 21st
Century: School and Education Pro-

mme.

Gwerfyl Pierce Jones, chair of
the Pantycelyn Project Board, said:
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Prof Elizabeth Treasure, Vice-Chancellor of the university; Gwerfyl
Pierce Jones, chair or the Pantycelyn Project Board and Gerallt Evans
from Morgan Sindall, along with students and representatives from the
university and Morgan Sindall, mark the awarding of the contract for the
renovation of Pantycelyn ;

“This is the most significant step in  dents’ Union, said: “The plans for
our attempt to reopen 'the doors of  Neuadd Pantycelyn are very excit-
Pantycelyn and ensure this spiendit ing and we look forward o seeing
building once more becomes the fo- construction work getting underway
cus for the Welsh speaking commu-  and the first students moving in to

niti/ here at Aberys niversity.  the refurbished building in Septemn-

“l would like ‘to thank everyone  ber 2020.

who has worked unslmhnﬁlxi to “It will be great to see Panlz)ce{in

reach this milestone and Iwish Mor-  once again providing a home for the

ﬁ‘an Sindall well as they embark on  work of I CA, Y Geltaidd, Aelwyd
e work.” Pantycelyn and the vibrant commiu-
Anna Wyn Jones, president of nity of Welsh-speaking students at

UMCA, the Aberystwyth Welsh Stu- Aberystwyth University.”




