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P E M B R O K E S H I R E 

The pedimented headstone as a 
graveyard monument 

Harold My turn 

G r a v e s t o n e s are i t e m s o f m a t e r i a l c u l t u r e w h i c h are p a r t i c u l a r l y v a l u a b l e as a n 

a n a l y t i c a l t o o l i n t h e c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f c u l t u r a l i d e n t i t y . W i t h r e l a t i v e c h r o n o 

l o g i c a l a n d g e o g r a p h i c a l p r e c i s i o n w i t h regard t o date o f c o n s t r u c t i o n a n d p lace 

o f e r e c t i o n , t h e y p r o v i d e m a t e r i a l w h i c h c a n be used to e x a m i n e t rends t h r o u g h 

b o t h t i m e a n d space . T h e i r a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h n a m e d i n d i v i d u a l s a l l o w s s o m e 

s o c i a l c o n t e x t to be i n f e r r e d , a n d t h e i r p l a c e m e n t w i t h i n a b u r i a l g r o u n d o f 

p a r t i c u l a r d e n o m i n a t i o n m e a n s t h a t t h e a c t i v e use of m a t e r i a l c u l t u r e c a n be 

c o m p a r e d i n d i f f e r e n t i d e o l o g i c a l groups . 

E x t e n s i v e study of a s a m p l e of n o r t h a n d c e n t r a l P e m b r o k e s h i r e , i n w h i c h 

a l l b u r i a l g r o u n d s o f A n g l i c a n a n d n o n - c o n f o r m i s t d e n o m i n a t i o n s w e r e r e c o r d e d 

f r o m t w e l v e A n g l i c a n par i shes , forms t h e bas ic database for t h i s s t u d y . It is 

a u g m e n t e d hy f u l l b u r i a l - g r o u n d r e c o r d i n g at o t h e r se lec ted sites i n n o r t h 

P e m b r o k e s h i r e , a n d r a p i d survey o f m a n y o t h e r b u r i a l g r o u n d s i n t h e r e g i o n 

w h e r e i n f o r m a t i o n o n p e d i m e n t e d h e a d s t o n e s a n d o t h e r se lec ted m o n u m e n t 

types was c o l l e c t e d ( F i g . 13 .1) . T h i s is t h e largest r e g i o n a l survey of g r a v e y a r d 

m o n u m e n t s i n B r i t a i n , a n d is b e i n g p l a c e d i n a w i d e r a r c h a e o l o g i c a l c o n t e x t 

by f i e l d research o n a n u m b e r of deser ted s e t t l e m e n t types i n t h e r e g i o n w h e r e 

o t h e r aspects o f r e g i o n a l m a t e r i a l c u l t u r e are b e i n g i n v e s t i g a t e d ( M y t u r n 1988) . 

S o m e aspects o f the research , p a r t i c u l a r l y w i t h regard to m a r i n e r s ' m e m o r i a l s 

( K i l m i n s t e r a n d M y t u m 1987 ; M y t u m 1990) a n d language c h o i c e s i n t h e i n s c r i p 

t i o n s ( M y t u m 1994, 1 9 9 8 ) , h a v e a l ready b e e n p u b l i s h e d ; a n d t h i s c h a p t e r i n 

c o n t r a s t c o n c e n t r a t e s o n a p a r t i c u l a r m o n u m e n t f o r m w h i c h is a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 

feature of t h e r e g i o n . 
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Figure. 13.1 M a p showing locat ion of Pembrokeshire, Landsker l ine , and area of highest 
concentrat ion of pedimenred monuments 

P E M B R O K E S H I R E C O N T E X T 

P e m b r o k e s h i r e l ies i n the s o u t h - w e s t e r n e x t r e m e of W a l e s , w i t h a n E n g l i s h -

s p e a k i n g p o p u l a t i o n i n t h e s o u t h a n d a W e l s h - s p e a k i n g o n e i n the n o r t h . T h i s 

c u l t u r a l d i v i s i o n c a n he t r a c e d b a c k to at least t h e N o r m a n s e t t l e m e n t of t h e 

s o u t h o f t h e c o u n t y , w i t h t h e W e l s h r e t a i n i n g greater c o n t r o l i n rhe n o r t h . I n 

t h e ear ly m o d e r n p e r i o d the c u l t u r a l d i v i s i o n was c l e a r l y i d e n t i f i a b l e ( O w e n 

1963) , a n d e v e n as m a n y aspects o f b e h a v i o u r a n d m a t e r i a l c u l t u r e b e c a m e 

m o r e u n i f o r m i n t h e n i n e t e e n t h a n d t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r i e s , language di f ferences 

were s t i l l p r o n o u n c e d . T h e l i n e w h i c h d i v i d e s t h e E n g l i s h - a n d W e l s h - s p e a k i n g 

areas represents o n e o f the m o s t l o n g l a s t i n g a n d stable c u l t u r a l d i v i s i o n s i n 

B r i t a i n ( J o h n 1972 ; P r y c e 1978 ; W i l l i a m s 1 9 3 5 ) , t h o u g h t h e use o f t h e t e r m 

' L a n d s k e r ' f o r t h i s d i v i d e appears to h a v e been a n early t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y 

p h e n o m e n o n ( A w b e r y 1991) . T h e L a n d s k e r as a l i n g u i s t i c d i v i d e has b e e n 

e x a m i n e d a r c h a c o l o g i c a l l y t h r o u g h g r a v e y a r d m o n u m e n t s , w h e r e some m a t e r i a l 

c u l t u r e as w e l l as l i n g u i s t i c d i f ferences h a v e b e e n n o t e d ( M y t u m 1994, 1998) . 
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D u r i n g t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y E n g l i s h was t h e o f f i c i a l language of r e c o r d , 

e v e n i n t h e W e l s h - s p e a k i n g area o f n o r t h P e m b r o k e s h i r e , a n d i t was also w i d e l y 

s p o k e n by t h e m i d d l e classes at least i n t h e i r business d e a l i n g s ( Jones 1 9 9 3 ) . 

T h e g e n t r y were E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g a n d A n g l i c a n by re l ig ious p e r s u a s i o n 

t h r o u g h o u t the area , t h o u g h s o m e f a m i l i e s were s u p p o r t i v e o f n o n c o n f o r m i t y 

a n d gave l a n d for c h a p e l s a n d o c c a s i o n a l l y e n t e r t a i n e d v i s i t i n g preachers . T h e 

A n g l i c a n t r a d i t i o n r e m a i n e d d o m i n a n t i n t h e s o u t h , b u t was w i d e l y c h a l l e n g e d 

i n the n o r t h by v a r i o u s n o n c o n f o r m i s t groups . A l t h o u g h m a n y c h a p e l s o b t a i n e d 

b u r i a l l a n d e i t h e r a d j a c e n t t o or at a l i t t l e d i s t a n c e f r o m t h e places o f w o r s h i p , 

t h i s was o f t e n o n l y a c h i e v e d w e l l i n t o t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , a n d m a n y c h a p e l s 

n e v e r h a d t h e i r o w n b u r i a l areas. N o n c o n f o r m i s t s there fore w e r e b u r i e d i n t h e 

A n g l i c a n c h u r c h y a r d s a n d t h e presence of a m e m o r i a l i n s u c h a l o c a t i o n c a n n o t 

a lways be t a k e n t o i n d i c a t e a n A n g l i c a n . H o w e v e r , o n l y n o n c o n f o r m i s t s w e r e 

i n t e r r e d i n the c h a p e l b u r i a l g r o u n d s a n d so these c a n be m o r e f i r m l y associ 

a ted w i t h a p a r t i c u l a r r e l i g i o u s p e r s u a s i o n . 

E t h n o g r a p h i c e v i d e n c e f r o m the ear ly t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y w h i c h relates 

t o at least t h e la t te r p e r i o d o f use for p e d i m e n t e d m e m o r i a l s i n d i c a t e s the 

a c t i v e s o c i a l use o f b u r i a l g r o u n d s a n d m e m o r i a l s ( J e n k i n s 1971) . T h e y were 

used to e d u c a t e the y o u n g e r m e m b e r s of the c o m m u n i t y i n f a m i l y h i s t o r i e s , 

p a r t l y i n terms o f r h e i n f o r m a t i o n t h e y d i r e c t l y c o n t a i n e d but also as tr iggers 

for m e m o r i e s a n d o t h e r associated i n f o r m a t i o n . T h e p e d i m e n t e d m e m o r i a l s 

w e r e n o t o n l y large a n d c o m p l e x , b u t c o u l d also c o n t a i n m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n 

a b o u t the deceased a n d t h e i r r e l a t i o n s h i p s a n d roles t h a n less e laborate m o n u 

m e n t s . T h u s t h e c h o i c e of s u c h a m o n u m e n t gave the o p p o r t u n i t y to m a k e 

s ta tements a b o u t t h e deceased a n d the associated f a m i l y i n m a t e r i a l a n d t e x t u a l 

terms w h i c h w o u l d c o n t i n u e i n use for decades , a n d w o u l d be r e l e v a n t n o t 

o n l y to t h e i m m e d i a t e g r i e v i n g f a m i l y b u t to a w i d e r c i r c l e of res idents i n t h e 

c o m m u n i t y . 

T h e p e d i m e n t e d h e a d s t o n e s are t h e m o s t e l a b o r a t e e x t e r n a l m e m o r i a l s 

o f t h e i r t i m e i n th is r e g i o n , b e i n g m a d e f r o m m a n y pieces o f c u t a n d c a r v e d 

slate. T h e y o c c u r o n l y i n n o r t h P e m b r o k e s h i r e i n large n u m b e r s , w i t h some 

i n t h e n e i g h b o u r i n g W e l s h - s p e a k i n g s o u t h C a r d i g a n s h i r e a n d n o r t h - w e s t 

C a r m a r t h e n s h i r e , a n d w i t h f e w i n the E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g areas t o t h e s o u t h . A 

v a r i a n t u s i n g d i f f e r e n t mater ia l s a n d less c o m p l e x d e c o r a t i o n o c c a s i o n a l l y o c c u r s 

i n t h e s u r r o u n d i n g areas, a n d m a y be seen as a r e l a t e d b u t less f a v o u r e d c h o i c e . 

S o m e o f t h e slate p e d i m e n t e d stones are f o u n d w i t h w h i t e m a r b l e pane ls for 

t h e i n s c r i p t i o n s , b u t m o s t are m a d e so le ly f r o m m i d t o d a r k grey l o c a l s late . 

T h i s c h a p t e r w i l l e x a m i n e t h e s t y l i s t i c e l e m e n t s of t h e p e d i m e n t e d h e a d 

s tone , t h e degree o f s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n a n d v a r i a b i l i t y o f s u c h e l e m e n t s , a n d t h e i r 

c o m b i n a t i o n i n t o c o m p l e x m o n u m e n t s . R e a s o n s for the c h o i c e o f the p e d i 

m e n t e d m o n u m e n t f o r m , a n d for t h e great a m o u n t o f m i n o r v a r i a t i o n , w i l l also 

he e x p l o r e d - T h e area o v e r w h i c h t h e study takes p l a c e is i n t h e core o f the 

d i s t r i b u t i o n i n n o r t h - e a s t P e m b r o k e s h i r e , w i t h some reference to se lec ted 

e x a m p l e s f r o m m o r e p e r i p h e r a l areas ( F i g . 13 .1) . T h e c o n t e x t i n w h i c h t h i s 
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style d e v e l o p e d , flourished a n d d e c l i n e d d u r i n g t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y w i l l he 

e x a m i n e d , a n d t h e ro le o f t h e p e d i m e n t e d headstones i n d e f i n i n g a n d r e i n 

f o r c i n g c u l t u r a l i d e n t i t y w i l l be assessed. 

P E D I M E N T E D M O N U M E N T S : T H E D E T A I L S O F 
C O N S T R U C T I O N 

A t e r m i n o l o g y a d a p t e d f r o m C l a s s i c a l a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e f i n i t i o n s h a s b e e n a p p l i e d 

to r h e n u m e r o u s e l e m e n t s w h i c h c a n be c o n s i d e r e d t h e a t t r ibutes o f t h e p e d i -

m e n t e d m o n u m e n t ( F i g . 13 .2) . E a c h o f these e l e m e n t s is m a d e o f at least o n e 

p iece o f s late , t h o u g h some s u c h as t h e l o w e r c o r n i c e a n d a r c h i t r a v e were s o m e -

t i m e s m a d e of several separate e l e m e n t s p l a c e d o n e o n t o p o f a n o t h e r to p r o d u c e 

c o m p l e x m o u l d e d features. A l l t h e e l e m e n t s o c c u r i n m o r e t h a n o n e f o r m ; 

these are n o t discussed i n d e t a i l here , but e x a m i n a t i o n o f t h e p h o t o g r a p h s i n 

this c h a p t e r s h o w s h o w t h e v a r i o u s f o r m s of c o l u m n shaft or p i las ter m a d e 

nee 

Figure 13.2 Pedimented gravestone w i t h principal elements identified 
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m o n u m e n t s appear s i g n i f i c a n t l y d i f f e r e n t f r o m e a c h o t h e r e v e n t h o u g h t h e y 

were a l l w i t h i n t h e p e d i m e n t e d h e a d s t o n e t r a d i t i o n . 

T h e p e d i m e n t e d h e a d s t o n e was n o r m a l l y m a d e f r o m l o c a l slate, w h i c h 

af fected c o n s t r u c t i o n a n d d e s i g n . It was i n p a r t t h e l a m i n a r n a t u r e of the m a t e 

r i a l w h i c h m e a n t t h a t so m a n y separate e l e m e n t s were necessary to f o r m a 

p e d i m e n t e d h e a d s t o n e ; i n a m a t e r i a l s u c h as l i m e s t o n e , m o r e r e l i e f c a r v i n g 

w o u l d h a v e b e e n poss ib le . I n d e e d , the nearest para l l e l s to t h e p e d i m e n t e d stones 

f o u n d i n s o u t h P e m b r o k e s h i r e h a v e very h e a v y s o l i d frames a n d p e d i m e n t s i n 

part because they are n o t m a d e i n slate . T h e s e s a n d s t o n e a n d l i m e s t o n e e x a m 

ples c o u l d h a v e b e e n m a d e i n a s l i g h t e r d e s i g n , l i k e the slate ones , but t h e 

slate h e a d s t o n e s c o u l d n o t h a v e b e e n m a d e b u l k i e r . 

T h e p e d i m e n t e d h e a d s t o n e was. a f o r m o f g r a v e y a r d m e m o r i a l w h i c h , t h o u g h 

u n u s u a l i n t h e d e t a i l o f its f o r m , was per fec t ly n o r m a l i n its f u n c t i o n of m a r k i n g 

a grave p l o t a n d g i v i n g deta i l s o f t h e deceased by w a y of a n i n s c r i p t i o n . T h e 

a r r a n g e m e n t of t h e i n s c r i b e d t e x t o n t h e p a n e l , w i t h i n t r o d u c t o r y phrases a n d 

b i b l i c a l verses at t h e e n d o f t h e t e x t ( M y t u m 1994, 1998) , is as used o n o t h e r 

m o n u m e n t s of t h e p e r i o d . W h a t is u n u s u a l is the c o m p l e x i t y o f c o n s t r u c t i o n 

a n d t h a t , despi te n u m e r o u s v a r i a n t s , rhe a p p e a r a n c e o f t h e p e d i m e n t c d h e a d 

s tone as a class is a lways d i s t i n c t . It is i n terms o f b o t h size a n d shape very 

d i f f e r e n t f r o m a l l o t h e r m o n u m e n t s i n P e m b r o k e s h i r e b u r i a l g r o u n d s , a n d there 

are n o headstones w h i c h ref lect a n y m e r g i n g i n t o o t h e r f o r m s . 

D e c o r a t i v e m o t i f s are p l a c e d o n l y w i c h i n the p e d i m e n t ( w h i c h is s o m e t i m e s 

used ins tead for the first w o r d of t h e i n s c r i p t i o n , o i is left b l a n k ) , a n d c o n s i s t e d 

of a s ing le m o t i f s u c h as a n c h o r , s h i e l d or I H S . L i m i t e d s ty l ized d e c o r a t i o n i n 

t h e c o r n e r s o f the p a n e l does o c c u r i n the C a r m a r t h e n s h i r e s tones ; but o n l y 

i n the v e r y latest e x a m p l e s o f t h e P e m b r o k e s h i r e e x a m p l e s , w h e n also the 

n u m b e r o f e l e m e n t s used t o m a k e the m o n u m e n t h a d decreased, was fo l iage 

c a r v e d m o r e e x t e n s i v e l y a r o u n d the i n s c r i p t i o n o n t h e p a n e l . I n the last decades 

of m a n u f a c t u r e t h e rules w h i c h h e l p e d to m a r k o u t t h e p e d i m e n t e d h e a d s t o n e 

were b r e a k i n g d o w n as its v a l u e as a d i s t i n c t f o r m was b e i n g lost . N e v e r t h e l e s s , 

e v e n at th is stage t h e shape a n d size of t h e m o n u m e n t r e m a i n e d t h e c l e a r l y 

d i s t i n g u i s h i n g features. 

T o d a y , r h e p e d i m e n t e d h e a d s t o n e o f t e n stands o n its o w n , a n d i n the m a j o r i t y 

o f cases s o m e or a l l e l e m e n t s o f t h e h e a d s t o n e i t se l f are m i s s i n g . W i t h t h e r o t t i n g 

o f w o o d e n pegs a n d r u s t i n g o f i r o n pegs a n d c l a m p s , the v a r i o u s slate e l e m e n t s 

h a v e sp l i t or c o m e apart . I n some b u r i a l g r o u n d s a l l e l e m e n t s h a v e b e e n t i d i e d 

a w a y , i n others t h e y h a v e b e e n p l a c e d against the r e c t a n g u l a r u p r i g h t p a n e l bear

i n g t h e i n s c r i p t i o n ( w h i c h a l w a y s s u r v i v e s t i l l las t ) . T h e progress ive d e g r a d a t i o n 

o f m o n u m e n t s m e a n s t h a t for v a r i o u s stages o f ana lys i s t h e s a m p l e size var ies , a n d 

t h i s s h o u l d be n o t e d w i d i regard t o T a b l e s 13.1 a n d 13.2 i n t h i s c h a p t e r . W h i l s t 

d i s c u s s i o n here focuses o n t h e p e d i m e n t e d h e a d s t o n e , i n m a n y cases ( a n d perhaps 

o r i g i n a l l y a l l cases) t h e h e a d s t o n e was just the m o s t s u b s t a n t i a l part o f a larger 

m o n u m e n t w h i c h i n c l u d e d a c o f f i n s tone or a b o x e d c o f f i n - s h a p e d s t ruc ture i n 

f r o n t of t h e h e a d s t o n e . T h e r e was also a f o o t s t o n e , a n d i n some cases i r o n r a i l i n g s 

219 



H A R O L D M Y T U M 

set i n a k e r b m a r k i n g the e x t e n t of t h e p l o t . G r a v e s w h e r e the f u l l package sur

v i v e are n o w e x t r e m e l y rare, w i t h t h a t o f W i l l i a m M o r g a n ( d i e d 1879) at N e w p o r t 

b e i n g o n e s u c h w e l l p r e s e r v e d case ( F i g . 13.3) . 

T H E O R I G I N S O F T H E S T Y L E 

P r i o r to t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f the p e d i m e n t e d m o n u m e n t , e x t e r n a l h i g h e r - s t a t u s 

m o n u m e n t s w e r e n o r m a l l y f lat l edger stones or ches t t o m b s . R e l a t i v e l y f e w 

h e a d s t o n e s w e r e present , a n d s u c h h e a d s t o n e s as d i d o c c u r i n n o r t h 

P e m b r o k e s h i r e t e n d e d t o be r e l a t i v e l y s m a l l a n d p l a i n w i t h r o u n d - t o p p e d , s h o u l 

d e r e d f o r m s p r e d o m i n a t i n g ; some w e r e d e c o r a t e d w i t h c h e r u b s , but n o t i n the 

Figure 13.3 Pedimcnted monument w i t h coffin, kerb and railings, N e w p o 
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f r e q u e n c y f o u n d just to the n o r t h - e a s t i n C a r d i g a n s h i r e ( C h a t e r 1976, 1977) . 

T h e f r e q u e n c y of chest t o m b s is n o w d i f f i c u l t to assess as some h a v e b e e n 

d i s m a n t l e d , w i t h o n l y t h e top s lab b e a r i n g t h e i n s c r i p t i o n s b e i n g r e t a i n e d , 

g i v i n g t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f a ledger s tone . H o w e v e r , a f ine s e l e c t i o n o f ches t 

t o m b s s u r v i v e s at N e v e r n , a n d these c a n be c o m p a r e d w i t h d i e m o r e i so la ted 

s u r v i v i n g i n t a c t e x a m p l e s e l s e w h e r e ; ledger s tones also o c c u r w i d e l y t h o u g h 

n e v e r i n great n u m b e r s . Ledgers e f f e c t i v e l y c o v e r e d t h e b o d i e s a n d m a r k e d t h e 

b u r i a l p lace o f the f a m i l y , a n d a l l o w e d a m p l e r o o m for i n s c r i p t i o n s o n t h e large 

flat surface. C h e s t t o m b s also gave scope for l i m i t e d d e c o r a t i o n o n t h e sides, 

t h o u g h m o s t i n th is r e g i o n were o f s i m p l e b r i c k or m o r e usua l ly s t o n e c o n s t r u c 

t i o n w i t h n o e l a b o r a t i o n . 

A t a t i m e w h e n m o s t graves were u n m a r k e d i n a n y p e r m a n e n t w a y , the i d e n 

t i ty o f the f a m i l y p l o t a n d the i n t e g r i t y o f r e m a i n s were e m p h a s i z e d by t h e type of 

m e m o r i a l ( w h i c h c o v e r e d the grave c o m p l e t e l y ) a n d the f requent use o f s u c h 

i n t r o d u c t o r y phrases as ' U n d e r n e a t h th is s t o n e 1 a n d ' H e r e lies b u r i e d t h e m o r t a l 

r e m a i n s ' . F o r the m o r e a f f luent a n d s i g n i f i c a n t m e m b e r s of r h e p o p u l a t i o n , ledgers 

a n d chest t o m b s there fore e f f e c t i v e l y f u l f i l l e d a s y m b o l i c a n d s o c i a l ro le u n t i l 

o thers b e g a n ro erec t h e a d s t o n e s o v e r t h e i r graves. T h e need a n d a b i l i t y to i d e n 

tify' p lo ts p e r m a n e n t l y w i t h m e m o r i a l s w o u l d seem to h a v e b e c o m e m o r e s o c i a l l y 

w i d e s p r e a d d u r i n g the ear ly decades of the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , a n d t h e l o w - l e v e l 

m o n u m e n t s were t h e n n o l o n g e r s u c h d o m i n a n t features o f t h e c h u r c h y a r d as t h e y 

c o u l d he o b s c u r e d by headstones . T o m a i n t a i n e n h a n c e d v i s i b i l i t y , larger u p r i g h t 

m o n u m e n t s w e r e r e q u i r e d . T h e r e w e r e t w o i d e n t i f i e d responses to th i s : t h e p e d i 

m e n t e d stones o n t h e o n e h a n d , a n d t h e o b e l i s k or d r a p e d u r n o n t h e o t h e r . T h e 

f o r m e r were m u c h larger t h a n a n y o t h e r h e a d s t o n e forms , but w e r e m a d e o f slate 

a n d o c c a s i o n a l l y i n c l u d e d w h i t e m a r b l e ; t h e la t te r were v e r y ta l l i f s l i m , a n d m a d e 

o f g r a n i t e i n v a r i o u s c o l o u r s . T h e p e d i m e n t e d stones large ly o c c u r i n the A n g l i c a n 

graveyards , w i t h t h e obe l i sks a n d d r a p e d urns d o m i n a n t i n t h e n o n c o n f o r m i s t 

b u r i a l g r o u n d s . T h i s is i n i tse l f a p h e n o m e n o n o f s o m e s i g n i f i c a n c e , b u t w i l l be 

t h e sub jec t o f a separate study; h e r e a t t e n t i o n is o n l y g i v e n to the c h o i c e o f a 

p e d i m e n t e d h e a d s t o n e . 

T h e ear l ies t i d e n t i f i e d p e d i m e n t e d h e a d s t o n e s i n n o r t h P e m b r o k e s h i r e are 

t w o w h i c h c o m m e m o r a t e i n d i v i d u a l s w h o d i e d i n t h e 1820s, f o u n d at S t D a v i d ' s 

a n d S t D o g m a e l ' s ; b u t g i v e n t h e o v e r a l l d i s t r i b u t i o n f r o m t h e 1830s i t is l i k e l y 

t h a t N e w p o r t was a k e y c e n t r e f r o m the b e g i n n i n g , a n d it is o n l y by c h a n c e 

t h a t n o ear l ier s tones s u r v i v e there . It is f r o m the 1830s t h a t t h e style b e c o m e s 

p o p u l a r ( F i g . 13.4) , w i t h t h e c o n c e n t r a t i o n c l e a r l y at t h e s m a l l t o w n o f N e w p o r t . 

T h e g r a v e y a r d s e r v i n g t h e large rura l p a r i s h o f N e v e r n has f o u r f r o m th is d e c a d e ; 

t h e t w o earl iest ( W i l l i a m W i l l i a m s , d i e d 1831 , a n d M a r y N i c h o l a s , d i e d 1833) 

are b o t h o f a very s i m p l e f o r m , w i t h o n l y a c o r n i c e a n d f rame, T h e t o w n o f 

N e w p o r t has n i n e e x a m p l e s , t h e earl iest three a l l c o m m e m o r a t i n g deaths i n 

1834. M a n y o f the s tones f r o m the 1830s also s h o w s i m i l a r s i m p l e forms , t h o u g h 

a n i n t e g r a l upper c a p i t a l a n d abacus is present o n several , O t h e r s w o u l d seem 

to h a v e h a d a s o l i d p i e c e o f s tone s h a p e d l i k e a l o w e l o n g a t e d p y r a m i d set o n 
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Figure 13A Histogram showing popularity of pedimented monuments over time 

t h e a r c h i t r a v e , or e v e n n o t h i n g a b o v e the a r c h i t r a v e at a l l . Y e t others d i s p l a y 

m o r e c o m p l e x forms , h u t these m a y i n fact h a v e b e e n c o m m i s s i o n e d a n d e r e c t e d 

i n t h e f o l l o w i n g decade w h e n the f u l l r a n g e o f f o r m s has a p p e a r e d . T w o stones 

c o m m e m o r a t i n g deaths i n t h e 1830s c a n be f o u n d i n t h e E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g 

r e g i o n o f P e m b r o k e s h i r e w i t h i n t h e s tudy area . T h a t o f T h o m a s L l e w e l l y n ( d i e d 

1838) at A m b l e s t o n a n d a n o t h e r at W i s t o n are b o t h p r o b a b l y f r o m f a m i l i e s 

i n t h e n o r t h a n d are the o n l y e x a m p l e s at these sites for a n y decade . 

T h e m o r e c o m p l e x p e d i m e n t e d h e a d s t o n e s r e s e m b l e d o o r w a y s o n s o m e 

c o n t e m p o r a r y farmhouses a n d t o w n h o u s e s i n centres s u c h as N e w p o r t , a n d 

t h i s m a y h a v e b e e n s i g n i f i c a n t . H o w e v e r , the e a r l i e r s i m p l e r forms are less 

a r c h i t e c t u r a l a n d so t h e reasons f o r t h e o r i g i n o f t h e style are u n c l e a r . O n c e 

d e v e l o p e d , h o w e v e r , t h e f u s i o n o f a r c h i t e c t u r a l features f r o m d o m e s t i c a r c h i 

tec ture a n d those f r o m funerary' m o n u m e n t s m a y h a v e b e e n a n a t u r a l o n e , as 

i t is l i k e l y t h a t t h e same c r a f t s m e n w o u l d h a v e b e e n i n v o l v e d i n b o t h . T h e 

s y m b o l i s m of t h e d o o r w a y t o t h e af ter l i fe m a y h a v e b e e n d e l i b e r a t e a n d e v o c a 

t i v e , o r i t m a y h a v e b e e n used to p r o v i d e a f r a m e for t h e p e r s o n c o m m e m o r a t e d 

i n tex t , the e q u i v a l e n t o f t h e p e r s o n s t a n d i n g at t h e d o o r o f t h e i r h o u s e . T h e 

fact t h a t m a n y i n s c r i p t i o n s for a l l types o f h e a d s t o n e o f t e n state t h e house at 

w h i c h t h e deceased l i v e d p r o v i d e s a n o t h e r c o n t e x t i n w h i c h the i n d e n t i f i c a -

t i o n o f t h e m e m o r i a l w i t h a n a r c h i t e c t u r a l s e t t i n g m a y h a v e b e e n r e l e v a n t . 
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Table 13.1 Pedimented headstones by death of first person commemorated. Selected 
burial grounds w i t h at least five dated pedimented headstones only 

Anglican Nonconfmrnist 

D V N P NV DG P O B L N T " RH C I 

1820-9 1 1 
1830-9 3 9 4 2 
1840-9 4 10 2 5 2 
18.50-9 9 14 1 3 3 2 1 
1860-9 2 7 2 2 1 i 2 2 
1870-9 1 4 1 4 1 2 3 
1880-9 3 1 1 3 2 
1890-9 1 2 1 
1900-9 i 

u 

1 

T o t a l 21 47 9 15 11 8 6 5 6 

Notes: D V , St David's Cathedral; N P , Sr Mary's Newport; N V , St Brynach's Nevern; D G , St 
Dogmacl's; PO, Pontglasier Baptist; RL, Blaenfos Baptist; N T , New-port Independent Ebenezcr; 
R H , Rhydymaen Fennel Cemais Baptist, CI , Cilgermn Pennel Baptist; D N , Dinas Methodist. 

D I F F U S I O N O F T H E S T Y L E 

T h e p e d i m e n t e d h e a d s t o n e was r a p i d l y a c c e p t e d as a n u p p e r - m i d d l e - c l a s s 

e x t e r n a l f o r m of m e m o r i a l i n t h e r e g i o n a r o u n d N e w p o r t f r o m t h e 1830s ( T a b l e 

13 .1 ) . W h i l s t t h e t o w n r e m a i n e d the focus o f use, as n o n c o n f o r m i s t b u r i a l 

g r o u n d s w e r e e s t a b l i s h e d t h e p o p u l a r i t y o f t h e f o r m spread t o s u r r o u n d i n g areas, 

n o t a b l y t h e B a p t i s t b u r i a l g r o u n d s at P o n t g l a s i e r a n d B l a e n f o s , a n d f r o m 1860 

the M e t h o d i s t c e m e t e r y at D i n a s . It is l i k e l y t h a t a n u m b e r o f the ear l i e r 

N e w p o r t stones are those of n o n c o n f o r m i s t s f r o m t h e r e g i o n . W h i l s t the o p e n i n g 

o f t h e N e w p o r t I n d e p e n d e n t E b e n e z e r C h a p e l b u r i a l g r o u n d d i d n o t l e a d to a 

d r o p i n t h e n u m b e r s o f p e d i m e n t e d h e a d s t o n e s b e i n g e r e c t e d i n the A n g l i c a n 

c h u r c h y a r d of S t M a r y ' s , n u m b e r s d o t a i l o f f f r o m the 1860s w h e n m a n y m o r e 

n o n c o n f o r m i s t b u r i a l g r o u n d s are i n use. T h e a p p a r e n t sh i f t f r o m A n g l i c a n 

to n o n c o n f o r m i s t l o c a r i o n s does n o t necessar i ly represenr a sh i f t i n t h e p o p u 

l a r i t y o f t h e h e a d s t o n e f o r m , b u t ra ther t h e w i d e n i n g o f c h o i c e i n b u r i a l l o c a t i o n 

d u r i n g the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 

W h i l s t i t is c l e a r t h a t d e n o m i n a t i o n was n o t a k e y fac tor i n rhe c h o i c e o f 

a p e d i m e n t e d h e a d s t o n e ( e v e n t h o u g h i t w o u l d seem t h a t i t was so i n t h e 

s e l e c t i o n o f a l t e r n a t i v e s s u c h as g r a n i t e o b e l i s k s a n d u r n s ) , s o c i a l g r o u p w o u l d 

s e e m t o h a v e b e e n m o r e s i g n i f i c a n t . It was n o t n o r m a l i n t h i s r e g i o n t o p l a c e 

t h e o c c u p a t i o n o f the deceased o n a m e m o r i a l ( w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f master 

m a r i n e r s ) , b u t q u i t e a n u m b e r o f p e d i m e n t e d h e a d s t o n e s c o n t a i n s u c h i n f o r 

m a t i o n . Prosperous b u s i n e s s m e n , n o t a b l y t h e n u m e r o u s master m a r i n e r s but 

also s h i p - b u i l d e r s , a druggis t a n d s h o p k e e p e r , were t h e m a j o r p a t r o n s at N e w p o r t . 

A l s o r e p r e s e n t e d were t h e p r o f e s s i o n a l classes s u c h as a c u s t o m s of f icer a n d 
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a pos tmaster . A t t h e i n l a n d r u r a l p a r i s h of N e v e r n t h e soc ia l c o m p o s i t i o n 
is u n s u r p r i s i n g l y d i f f e r e nt , w i t h var ious m e m b e r s of the l o c a l gentry f a m i l y , t h e 
B o w e n s , c o m m e m o r a t e d o n a series o f p e d i m e n t e d m e m o r i a l s set i n t o a w a l l 
w h i c h f o r m e d part o f t h e i r e x t e n s i v e f a m i l y p l o t , prosperous farmers , a n d o n e 
o t h e r m e m b e r of t h e gentry ( J o h n O w e n , E s q u i r e , o f N e w p o r t ) . E l s e w h e r e i n 
n o r t h P e m b r o k e s h i r e t h e m o n u m e n t s d i s p l a y t h e n a m e s o f farmers , master 
m a r i n e r s a n d the p r o f e s s i o n a l classes, t h o u g h i n m u c h s m a l l e r n u m b e r s w h i c h 
d o n o t m a k e v i a b l e a n y m o r e d e t a i l e d analys is o n a s i t e -by-s i t e basis. 

T h e p e o p l e c o m m e m o r a t e d o n p e d i m e n t e d h e a d s t o n e s represent t h e h i g h e s t 
l eve ls of soc ie ty r e s i d e n t i n t h e r e g i o n . T h e o n l y s i g n i f i c a n t g e n t r y f a m i l y i n 
n o r t h P e m b r o k e s h i r e was t h a t of d i e B o w e n s o f L l y n g w a i r M a n o r b e t w e e n 
N e w p o r t a n d N e v e r n , w h o r e m a i n d i s t i n c t a n d u n d e r l i n e t h i s by h a v i n g a 
f a m i l y p l o t set i n t o the h i l l s l o p e to t h e n o r t h - e a s t o f S t B r y n a c h ' s C h u r c h at 
N e v e - n i . T h i s c o m p l e x s t ructure i n c o r p o r a t e s a series o f p e d i m e n t e d headstones 
set in a r e t a i n i n g w a l l l i k e d o o r w a y s , but t h e vast range o f i n d i v i d u a l s r e c o r d e d 
o n t h e m m a k e t h e date o f t h e i r e r e c t i o n d i f f i c u l t to a s c e r t a i n . M a n y of 
those c o m m e m o r a t e d o n the pane ls o f these p e d i m e n t e d features h a v e i n d i 
v i d u a l s m a l l f r e e s t a n d i n g grave markers w i t h i n t h e m a r k e d p l o r a n d , for the 
m o s t i m p o r t a n t , a lso i n t e r n a l w a l l m e m o r i a l s i n t h e c h u r c h . T h e y were 
t h e m o s t p o w e r f u l a n d s o c i a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t f a m i l y i n t h e r e g i o n d u r i n g the n i n e 
t e e n t h c e n t u r y , so t h e i r use of the p e d i m e n t e d style at a l l is o f s o m e interes t , 
e v e n if n o t used by t h e m for f r e e s t a n d i n g headstones . 

I n W e h h - s p e a k i n g n o r t h P e m b r o k e s h i r e the p e d i m e n t e d m o n u m e n t c a n be 
seen as a feature used by a n e m e r g i n g m i d d l e - c l a s s p o p u l a t i o n of a d m i n i s t r a 
tors , farmers , m e r c h a n t s a n d master m a r i n e r s ro m a r k t h e i r p o s i t i o n i n s o c i e t y . 
T h i s also d e f i n e d t h e m t h r o u g h a s t r o n g r e g i o n a l style w i t h w h i c h e v e n t h e 
g e n t r y were h a p p y to be assoc ia ted , a l b e i t i n a d i s t i n c t i v e m a n n e r . N e w p o r t , 
w i t h its successful m a r i t i m e trade a n d large c o m m u n i t y o f master m a r i n e r s a n d 
a l l i e d trades ( K i l m i n s t e r a n d M y t u m 1987 ) , was the m a i n c e n t r e for p e d i m e n t e d 
heads tones , w i t h up t o 3 0 per cent of m e m o r i a l s c o m m e m o r a t i n g those w h o 
d i e d i n the 1830s b e i n g of r h i s t y p e . T h e s m a l l e r m a r i t i m e c e n t r e of D i n a s also 
h a d s u b s t a n t i a l n u m b e r s , as d i d St D o g m a e l ' s , t h o u g h r e l a t i v e l y recent r e o r g a n 
i z a t i o n of the g r a v e y a r d there has m e a n t t h a t m o s t p e d i m e n r e d h e a d s t o n e s h a v e 
lost m o s t o f the e l e m e n t s aparr h o r n the i n s c r i b e d p a n e l . T h e r e g i o n o v e r w h i c h 
t h e style was p o p u l a r was s m a l l ; by the t i m e F i s h g u a r d to t h e west a n d C a r d i g a n 
to t h e east are r e a c h e d , there are v e r y few p e d i m e n t e d stones despi te the size 
a n d p r o s p e r i t y of these ports ; i n l a n d t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n i n n o r t h - w e s t 
C a n n a r t h e n s h i r e reaches to a r o u n d N e w c a s t l e E m l y n . 

T h e large a n d r e l a t i v e l y prosperous r u r a l p a r i s h o f N e v e m i m m e d i a t e l y to 
the east of N e w p o r t also h a d suf f i c ient d e m a n d to h a v e a s i g n i f i c a n t n u m b e r 
of p e d i m e n t e d heads tones , t h o u g h its s o c i o - e c o n o m i c c o m p o s i t i o n e x p l a i n s the 
p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y m u c h l o w e r p e ak of I 3 per c e n t o f m o n u m e n t s , a g a i n i n 
the 1830s. M o s t o t h e r r u r a l parishes h a v e f e w p e d i m e n t e d m o n u m e n t s because 
o f t h e i r s m a l l p o p u l a t i o n s , a n d s m a l l n u m b e r s of prosperous farmers . T h e r u r a l 
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c o n c e n t r a t i o n at N e v e m m a y a lso be l i n k e d to p r o d u c t i o n . O n l y a few m e m o 
rials o f a n y type are s igned in t h e r e g i o n d u r i n g t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , b in 
those p e d i m e n t e d h e a d s t o n e s w i t h a maker ' s n a m e o r i n i t i a l s a n d p lace i n d i 
ca te N e v e r n as a c e n t r e o f p r o d u c t i o n . F r o m the 1830s c o m e t h r e e p e d i m e n t e d 
stones at N e w p o r t w i t h the i n i t i a l s D . L L . , i n o n e case w i t h N e v e m b e i n g a lso 
m e n t i o n e d . F r o m the 1840s W . L L . takes o v e r , a g a i n at N e v e r n , a n d a t o t a l o f 
e i g h t p e d i m e n t e d srones a t t r i b u t a b l e to t h i s m a s o n r u n to the 1870s. It is l i k e l y 
t h a t t h i s represents a f a m i l y business o v e r t w o g e n e r a t i o n s , a n d t h e fa ther m a y 
h a v e i n t r o d u c e d p e d i m e n t e d stones to t h e area. F u r t h e r d o c u m e n t a r y w o r k w i l l 
be necessary t o t race these m a s o n s , a n d i n d e e d o thers o c c a s i o n a l l y i n s c r i b e d , 
s u c h as J . R e y n o l d s w h o c a r v e d three D i n a s stones d u r i n g the 1860s. O t h e r 
m a s o n s h a v e b e e n n o t e d o n t h e C a r m a r t h e n s h i r e stones. 

C O N T E X T O F S T Y L I S T I C C H O I C E S I N 

P E D I M E N T E D H E A D S T O N E S 

T h e c o n t e x t of c h o i c e c a n be c o n s i d e r e d o n t w o leve l s : t h e first c o n c e r n s t h e 
t i m e a n d space o v e r w h i c h p e d i m e n t e d h e a d s t o n e s were i n use, a n d t h e s e c o n d 
the m o r e speci f ic d e c i s i o n s r e g a r d i n g p a r t i c u l a r m o n u m e n t s i n p a r t i c u l a r b u r i a l 
g r o u n d s ( w h i c h i n t h e absence o f m u c h s u p p o r t i n g d o c u m e n t a r y e v i d e n c e 
c a n o n l y be e f f e c t i v e l y e x a m i n e d w h e n m o n u m e n t s are g r o u p e d together , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y i n f a m i l y p l o t s ) . T h e o v e r a l l d i s t r i b u t i o n of m o n u m e n t s t h r o u g h 
t i m e a n d space needs to be c o n s i d e r e d w i t h t w o caveats i n m i n d . T h e first 
is t h a t t h e r e has b e e n v a r y i n g degrees of c l e a r a n c e a n d t i d y i n g u p at grave
yards, w i t h rhe result t h a t in some places o n l y t h e m o s t i n t a c t m o n u m e n t s 
h a v e b e e n left u n d i s t u r b e d , w i t h o thers b e i n g p a r t i a l l y d i s m a n t l e d so t h a t 
o n l y t h e p a n e l s u r v i v e s ; t h i s restricts t h e a m o u n t o f d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n 
r e g a r d i n g t h e o r i g i n a l style o f m a n y p e d i m e n t e d h e a d s t o n e s . It is poss ib le 
o n t h e basis o f size, p r o p o r t i o n s a n d the presence o f p e g h o l e s a n d d i f f e r e n 
t i a l w e a t h e r i n g o n s u c h stones t o be c e r t a i n t h a t t h e y were o r i g i n a l l y p e d i 
m e n t e d , but o f t e n l i t t l e d e t a i l o f t h e o r i g i n a l a p p e a r a n c e c a n be r e c o n s t r u c t e d . 
T h e s e c o n d c a v e a t is t h a t the date of the first p e r s o n c o m m e m o r a t e d m a y 
n o t be a g o o d i n d i c a t i o n of t h e date o f the m o n u m e n t . I n s o m e cases it m a y 
be e r e c t e d s e v e r a l decades after t h e d e a t h of the deceased first m e n t i o n e d o n 
t h e s tone . 

T a k i n g t h e f u l l s a m p l e o f p e d i m e n t e d heads tones , t h e r e c a n be l i t t l e d o u b t 
r e g a r d i n g the t i m e - s p a n o v e r w h i c h t h e f o r m was p o p u l a r . T h e r e was a s igni f 
i c a n t b o o m i n t h e 1830s, w i t h p o p u l a r i t y r e m a i n i n g q u i t e h i g h to the 1880s. 
It s h o u l d b e n o t e d t h a t D i n a s was o p e n e d in 1860. a n d i n t h a t first decade 
s h o w e d a l e v e l o f p o p u l a r i t y s i m i l i a r to t h a t at N e w p o r t , a p a t t e r n w h i c h was 
t h e n c o n t i n u e d for subsequent decades . O t h e r n o n c o n f o r m i s t b u r i a l g r o u n d s 
a lso s h o w n a r r o w e r t i m e ranges a n d there is p r o b a b l y less d i f f u s i o n f r o m N e w p o r t 
a n d N e v e r n t h a n appears to be t h e case because t h e o p e n i n g dates for m a n y 
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Table 13.2 Selected design attributes by decade at Newport and selected other wiles 

Newport Others 

Columns Pilasters Neither Columns Fj/osrers Neither 

1820-9 1 

18.30-9 4 4 i 
u 

4 

1840-9 3 4 1 3 

1850-9 12 2 5 2 

1860-9 7 4 6 

1870-9 1 4 7 5 

1880-9 2 2 4 2 

1890-9 1 1 

1900-9 2 

T o t a l 10 29 4 23 23 6 

iVotes: ' N e i t h e r indicates definite negative evidence ; i n many case^ part ial surviva l has not a l lowed 

attributes to be assigned. 

b u r i a l g r o u n d s were d u r i n g t h e m i d - n i n t e e n t h c e n t u r y . T h e n o r t h coast p a t t e r n 

v i s i b l e o n t h e g e n e r a l d i s t r i b u t i o n m a p ( F i g . 13.1) is m a d e e v e n m o r e c l e a r 

w h e n t h e a c t u a l n u m b e r s are c o n s i d e r e d ( T a b l e 13.1) . T h e p e d i m e n t e d h e a d 

stones s h o u l d be c o n s i d e r e d as a u n i f i e d r e g i o n a l p h e n o m e n o n d e v e l o p i n g o v e r 

decades a n d i n v o l v i n g severa l m a s o n s . 

V a r i a b i l i t y w i t h i n the m o n u m e n t class c a n be seen to r e m a i n r e m a r k a b l y 

c o n s i s t e n t o v e r b o t h l i m e a n d space ( T a b l e 13 .2 ) . F r o m t h e 1830s c o l u m n s 

a n d pi las ters b o t h o c c u r , t h o u g h the la t ter b e c o m e d o m i n a n t f r o m the 1840s 

at N e w p o r t . C o l u m n s r e m a i n m o r e p o p u l a r e l s e w h e r e , a n d f r o m t h e 1870s 

b e c o m e the most f r e q u e n t c h o i c e . W i t h i n b o t h pilasters a n d c o l u m n s there are 

m a n y v a r i a t i o n s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h e la t ter , so v i s u a l d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n c o u l d be 

easi ly m a d e a t t h i s l e v e l o f d e t a i l a n d v i s i b i l i t y i n t h e b u r i a l g r o u n d . 

T h e p a t t e r n s o v e r t i m e a n d space o u t l i n e d a b o v e gave c o n s i d e r a b l e c h o i c e 

i n p e d i m e n t e d h e a d s t o n e d e s i g n at a n y t i m e f r o m t h e 1830s. T h e r e was a c l e a r 

des i re f o r d i f f e r e n c e w i t h i n t h e s i m i l a r i t y , as c a n be s e e n w i t h the p a i r o f h e a d 

stones to W i l l i a m a n d S a r a h M e n d u s at D i n a s ( F i g . 13 .5) . H e r e w e see at. a 

g e n e r a l l e v e l a h i g h degree o f s i m i l a r i t y , h u t o n c loser e x a m i n a t i o n there are 

key d i f fe rences . It is l i k e l y t h a r the sort o f m o n u m e n t - a p e d i m e n t e d h e a d 

s tone - h a d b e e n d e e m e d a s u i t a b l e m e m o r i a l before W i l l i a m ' s d e a t h b u t it is 

Less l i k e l y that d e t a i l s were agreed. I n t h e case o f S a r a h ' s m o n u m e n t a g a i n i t 

is l i k e l y t h a t she h a d m a d e some a r r a n g e m e n t t o reserve t h e a d j a c e n t plot, a n d 

t o be b u r i e d there , r a t h e r t h a n o n r o p o f h e r h u s b a n d a n d so c o m m e m o r a t e d 

w i t h a n a d d i t i o n a l i n s c r i p t i o n o n h i s s t o n e ( the n o r m a l a r r a n g e m e n t ) . W h o 

d e c i d e d t h e d e t a i l s o f t h i s i n s c r i p t i o n is n o t k n o w n ; t h e deceased m a y h a v e 

le f t d e t a i l e d i n s t r u c t i o n s , or t h e s u r v i v i n g f a m i l y m a y h a v e d e c i d e d . W h o e v e r 

m a d e t h e d e c i s i o n , h o w e v e r , t h e c h o s e n f o r m o f w o r d s was b o t h a c o m m o n 
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phrase ( t h o u g h n o t t h e o n l y o n e ) , a n d s o c i a l l y d e f i n e d S a r a h i n r e l a t i o n to 
h e r a l r e a d y dead h u s b a n d a n d h i s o c c u p a t i o n : b e i n g r e l i c t o f W i l l i a m M e n d u s , 
master m a r i n e r . 

G i v e n t h a t t w o stones w e r e to be erec ted side b y s ide , i t is i n s t r u c t i v e to 

c o n s i d e r t h e i r s i m i l a r i t i e s a n d di f ferences . B o t h h a v e p e d i m e n t e d headstones 

o f v e r y s i m i l a r d i m e n s i o n s a n d o v e r a l l f o r m , H o w e v e r , W i l l i a m ' s h e a d s t o n e has 

c o l u m n s a n d the text b e g i n s i n t h e p e d i m e n t ; S a r a h ' s has pi lasters a n d a f lower 

m o t i f i n t h e p e d i m e n t . W i l l i a m ' s bears a verse i n W e l s h ; Sarah ' s has o n e i n 

E n g l i s h . T h e r e are e l e m e n t s o f d i f f e r e n c i n g h e r e w h i c h m a y be p a r t l y d u e to 

g e n d e r ( t h e use o f f lowers as a d e c o r a t i v e m o t i f ) , p a r t l y due s i m p l y t o t h e desire 

t o be d i f f e r e n t (pi lasters as o p p o s e d to c o l u m n s ) a n d p a r t l y to c o n v e y a d i f fe rent 

c u l t u r a l e m p h a s i s ( E n g l i s h r a t h e r t h a n W e l s h ) . It is n o t l i k e l y , g i v e n t h e t ime 

fac tor , t h a t w i d e r c h a n g i n g f a s h i o n s w e r e respons ib le (see T a b l e 13 .2) . 

Pa i rs o f p e d i m e n t e d m o n u m e n t s c a n also he s h o w n to e m p h a s i z e u n i t y 

t h r o u g h s tyle . A n e x c e l l e n t e x a m p l e o f th is is p r o v i d e d by r h e a d j a c e n t m o n u 

m e n t s o f E l i z a b e t h a n d J o h n H u g h e s i n N e w p o r t , w h i c h are a l m o s t i d e n t i c a l ; 

i t is o n l y at a v e r y f ine l e v e l o f d e t a i l o n t h e m o u l d i n g s a n d l e t t e r i n g styles 

t h a t d i f ferences c a n be seen ( F i g . 13.6) . It c a n b e assumed t h a t these m o n u 

m e n t s w e r e m e a n t to l o o k s i m i l a r n o t o n l y t r o m a d i s t a n c e but at c lose range-

I n d e e d , t h i s degree of v a r i a b i l i t y m a y i n d i c a t e w h a t was c o n s i d e r e d to a l l in tents 

a n d purposes i d e n t i c a l by b o t h c l i e n t a n d m a s o n , p a r t i c u l a r l y as t h e s e c o n d 
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m o n u m e n t w o u l d h a v e b e e n m a d e i n the w o r k s h o p at a d i s t a n c e f r o m the 

o r i g i n a l s t a n d i n g i n the c h u r c h y a r d . T h e u n i t y o f the c o u p l e is emphasized" 

here , p e r h a p s e v e n t h e m o r e so for t h e i r b e i n g c o m m e m o r a t e d o n t w o stones: 

the r e p e t i t i o n is m o r e f o r c e f u l t h a n a n i n s c r i p t i o n w h i c h m e r e l y adds the 

later d e a t h . 

L a r g e r f a m i l y p l o t s , s u c h as t h a t o f the H a v a r d s at N e w p o r t , d e m o n s t r a t e 

c l e a r l y that m o r e c o m p l e x pat terns o f d e c i s i o n c o u l d be m a d e o v e r the course 

o f the w h o l e p e r i o d d u r i n g w h i c h p e d i m e n t e d stones w e r e i n f a s h i o n . W h i l e 

o f t e n c h o s e n , t h e y were n o t a lways ; the desire to a v o i d i d e n t i c a l s tones w i t h i n 

o n e w a l l e d p l o t m e a n t t h a t o t h e r forms were o n o c c a s i o n se lec ted ( F i g . 13 .7 ) . 

T h e r e l a t i o n s h i p s o f those w i t h i n t h e w a l l e d p l o t a n d t h e n u m e r o u s o t h e r 

H a v a r d s scat tered a b o u t the c h u r c h y a r d (some m a r k e d a lso by p e d i m e n t e d 

heads tones ) w i l l be the subject o f f u r t h e r research ; f a m i l y m e m b e r s are s t i l l 

r e s i d e n t a n d l e a d i n g figures i n t h e c o m m u n i t y 1 . 

C O N C L U S I O N 

T h e p e d i m e n t e d h e a d s t o n e s of n o r t h P e m b r o k e s h i r e a l l o w e d d e f i n i t i o n o f s o c i a l 

i d e n t i t y at a n u m b e r o f l eve ls , f r o m c o n v e y i n g m e m b e r s h i p of t h e m i d d l e class 

or gent ry classes to s e p a r a t i n g o n e s e l f t o w h a t e v e r degree f r o m o t h e r m e m b e r s 

o f t h e f a m i l y . T h e c h o i c e s m a d e seem to h a v e b e e n m e a n i n g f u l , a n d t o h a v e 

b e e n based o n a s o p h i s t i c a t e d awareness o f v a r i a t i o n s i n f o r m o f the p e d i 

m e n t e d h e a d s t o n e . W i t h th is v a r i a b i l i t y a l l o w i n g i n d i v i d u a l or g r o u p i d e n t i t y 

t o he expressed at a f ine l e v e l o f d e t a i l , t h e f i n i s h e d p r o d u c t was s o c i a l l y a c t i v e 

at m a n y l e v e l s . 

F u r t h e r analys is o f the p e d i m e n t e d m o n u m e n t is s t i l l r e q u i r e d w i t h regard 

to t y p o l o g y a n d p r o d u c t i o n , c o m m i s s i o n i n g a n d d i s t r i b u t i o n . A l r e a d y , h o w e v e r , 

t h i s c o m p l e x m e m o r i a l type has y i e l d e d m u c h i n f o r m a t i o n r e g a r d i n g t h e de f i 

n i t i o n , c r e a t i o n a n d m a i n t e n a n c e o f s o c i a l i d e n t i t i e s i n n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y 

west W a l e s . 
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