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book holders, are tightly
ranked on two floors, giving a
clear view of the high pulpit,
itself a work of great
craftsmanship. It is a superb
example of an  edrly
18th-céentury. Welsh.  chapel.
There is an  extensive
schoolroom and a suite of other
rooms in adjoining buildings.
There are very few chapels of:
its size and' quality left in
Wales,

Are the people of
Carmarthen really prepared to
see a cultural asset 'of

character and status
disappear?
For my part, I’ don't even

accept that the end of the cause
is Inevitable. There are
thousands ofiWelsh speakers in
the Carmarthen area.

1t would take just a few dozen
to join, offer, their help and
skills to Marina and Molly, and
revive the chapel. It could be a
vibrant family cause once
again, and a beacon to other
parts of Wales.

Paham  lai, gyfeillion?
‘Méddyliwch am' y peth = a
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| befow, Huw Edwards with Marina Thomas and Molly Thomas, the
by two remaining elders of Heol Dwr chapel.

gwnewch rhywbeth, da chi.

My visit to Heol Dwr chapel
in the late 1960s was one of
wwgm&m visitsto the townasa

Y.

Ispent many hours at County
Hall when my fatherservedasa
Dyfed councilior. Thad my first
‘posh’ meal at the Ivy Bush.

Our annual visit to Tenby
always involved a'long traffic
jam, on the approach to
Carmarthen, and we would
gome to visit my uncle Ken
(then a Carmarthen
policernan) and his family in
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Emme to sing the praises of
Carmarthen, such are the
age-old rivalries which persist
in our part of Wales. But
sing them 'T must, given the
reality of Carmarthen's
economicand civicrevival over
the past three decades. There
are plenty of challenges, as we
all know, but the overall
narrativeiis one of siiccess and
rejuvenation.

Why not make Heol' Dwr part
of that success, too?
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| HEOL Dwr (Water Street} Chapel
< has a long history in -~

Carmarthen.

There were Calvinistic
Methodists in Carmarthen from
about 1740, .

Among those associated with
the chapel was the renowned
Peter Williams {1723 - 1796).

in around 1765 after joining
the Methodists he embarked on
the ambitious project of
publishing a Welsh bible with
explanatory notes.

This became the first Welsh
printed bible in Wales and
known as the Peter E___sa_m
bible.

He knew bibles were
financially beyond the reach of

- many families so he issued the
bible in parts, 888 9..m
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shilling.
In this format 8,600 oq
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Williams’s bibles found their _
ways into Welsh homes between |

1767 and 1770.

He leased a house in Water |

Streat to be near a publisher in
tammas Street and it 1771 build
the first Water Street Chapel in
his garden.

The present chapel was buitt
for £2,00( in 1813. The Sunday
school was founded in 1803 and _
in 1810 around 1,000 children
attended. A blue plague
commemorates Williams outside
the chapel, placed there by the
Carmarthen Civic Society.

In addition to Heol Dwi’s
struggles, others have already
closed with Zion Chapel in
Mansel Street and Bethania
Chapel in Priory Street sold
subject to contract.

. Union Street’s chapel is also

up for sale. g




