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Nostalgia

Contact JENNY HANSON with your Pembrokeshire memories - Email jha@westerntelegraph.co.uk or call 01437 761767

Looking back at Pembrokeshire
of yesteryear

Send your tales of life in the
county to Western Telegraph,
Waestern Tangiers, Fishguard
Road, Haverfordwest, SAG2 4BU

Researching Rooms
like hunting for

In a two-part feature, historian
Mark Muller goes digging to
try to find out more about the
history of Haverfordwest As- .
sembly Rooms

I HAVE delayed writing
anything about the As-
sembly Rooms in Haver-
fordwest because there is
an absence of any mean-
ingful decumentation re-
lating to the early years
of the life of this build-
ing.

The blue plague on the
wall outside, placed there
many years ago by the civ-
ic society, suggests that it
was built in the early part
of the 18th century, which
I shouldn’t really cast any
doubt on as an executive
member, but there are just
ever so slight - dare [ say it
— doubts as to how old this
building might be.

It's a pity, and an irony,
that so little should be
known about number 5
High Street, just above Dark
Street - because of all of the
buildings in the town, this
one was for many years,
the absolute centre of the
upper-strata social life of
the county.

Every town of any size
had their own Assembly
Rooms, and every year the
landed pentry moved, from
their country estates where
they spent glorious, stress
free summers, to their town

houses for the winter; made

bearable for the poor souls
by the succession of balls
held in the Assembly Rooms
during “the season”.

{The season lasted tra-
ditionally from just after
Christmas untll June,
which seems quite a long
period... but then there was
quite a lot of socialising to
do.)

One of the few early de-
scriptions of arrivais at
a ball portrays carriages
waiting to offload their car-
goes, or else of ladies being
conveyed there in sedan
chairs. It is perhaps a won-
der that the site was cho-
sen, in that fairly steep hills
have to be ascended from
practically anywhere in the
town to arrive there.

During the Victorian and
Edwardian period, the As-
sembly Rooms and the
season were important cal-
endar events for debutante

gold

Haverfordwest Assembly Rooms after conversion

balls, giving young ladies
the opportunity of ‘*com-
ing out”... although I think
that the phrase might mean
something else now.

The problem is that there
are potentially three con-
flicting dates relating to the
piroperties that stood on this
site.

The building that was
knocked down to make
room for the Assembly
Rooms was the White Hart,
a coaching inn from where,
we are told, the first mail
coach left Haverfordwest
for London on July 7, 1787
{prior to this the system had
been to use ‘Standing Post’
or Post Horses).

But a well documented
event is recorded in 1785,
two years earler, when

Prince William, later Wil-

liam IV, danced, we're told,
in the Assembly Rooms
while the ship he was serv-
ing on (HMS Hebe) was an-
chored off Miliord Haven,
And in addition, isn't the
argument between Gen-
eral Sir Thomas Picton and

land agent Charles Hassal
(which ended in a subse-
quent duel with Hassal best-
ing Picton) supposed to have
taken place in the Assembly
Rooms in about 1785?

So, might one of these
events need -correction...
or perhaps the Assembly
Rooms were located in a dif-
ferent building in the town
when Prince William visit-
ed or when the Hassal/Pic-
ton argument took place?

This is indeed possible;
a lease document of the
property next down to the
Assembly Rooms, on Tower
Hill and dated 1804, de-
scribes the upper boundary
as ‘being next to “The New
Assembly Rooms”.

That description supports
the possibility of an “Old
Assembly Rooms”, doesn’t
it? And I have a vague rec-
ollection of the Kings Arms
in Dew Street as having pos-
sibly served this purpose,
but of course, information
that might take us in that di-
rection is just as sparse; 'l
just have to dig deeper..(or

wait for readers to educate
me further).

In among all of this, [Thave
recently discovered gold
in the Pembrokeshire Ar-
chives. Anything bearing
the name of “the Assembly
Rooms"” is extremely rare.

It sadly doesn't throw any
light on the above, but is a
minute book dealing with
the later life of the Rooms
and records the mestings
of the “Committee for the
Management of The As-
sembly Rooms'"which was
brought into life in 1863.

The list of names of those
invited to serve on this com-
mittee reads like a Who's
Who of mid-19th century
Pembrokeshire; Lord Mil-
ford, Lord Cawdor, Baron
de Rutzen, Lord Kensing-
ton, Capt Lort Stokes, Capt
Lloyd Philipps, Rev Martin,
Mr Scourfield MP and oth-
ers, with the power to add
to their numbers if they
felt the need.
oNext week I will reveal
the minutes of some of
those meetings.
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Haverfordwest Assembly Rooms in saddar daya




