
FISHGUARD CASTLE - CASTELL MWRTACH
According to the book ‘Walks In Wales’ written by Thomas Evans in 1815. There were ruins of a castle with only the 

gateway left in Fishguard, no exact place is mentioned. It was built by the descendents of Martin de Tours and Rhys ab 
Gruffyd, the Prince of Wales was detained there at some point. The castle was demolished when in the possession of the 

Flemings. There is no picture of Fishguard and the author arrived from Haverfordwest direction.

Castell Mwrtach is a site located in the South of Fishguard’s town. 
According to ‘Coflein’ in 1870, the site was a ploughed-down sub-
rectangular enclosure, about 34m square internally, described as square 
with rounded corners & depicted as such, about 44m north-west to 
south-east by 38m, on OS County series (Pembroke. IX.3 1889): for the 
location of a possible Roman coinhoard/burials see Nprn309754.

According to the Welsh Tithe Maps of 1836, the surrounding land of the 
castle is listed as fields. However they are still named after the castle, 
with names such as Lower Castell Mwrtach, Parc Castle Mwrtach and 
Castle Field. The land named after the castle can be seen in the below 
map. Highlighted in red are the fields the Tithe map showed being 
named after the castle in 1836.

This data shows that the site was originally 
much larger than what Thomas Evans saw in 
1815. 

Below you can see the effected land in the 
present day. Most of the land is now covered 
with houses, with a small part still being 
farmland. The Flemish arrived in 
Pembrokeshire by 1111, so the castle 
would’ve been mostly demolished at that 
point.

The white circle indicates 
where the main part of the 
castle may have been 
located. 

Although the castle was 
demolished by 1200, many 
other sources after that 
indicate that some of the 
castle still remained. 

Artwork Made by Andrew Harries



This drawing was done for 
the last invasion and was 
drawn in 1797. The drawing 
was done from Fishguard 
Fort, with Fishguard being 
seen in the distance. 

Upon zooming in to the 
picture, you can see what 
seems to be a large building 
towering over the town. This 
area is near the site of the 
castle.

This image was also drawn for Fishguard’s 
last invasion. No date is known for this 
drawing, however, once again upon 
zooming in to the image, you can see 
another tall structure towering over the 
town.

As you can see in the present day 
image to the left. The site of the 
castle is further to the right, 
compared to the drawing. 

This could indicate that the drawing 
shows a medieval watch tower, 
which was also believed to be on 
the Bigney Hill as well, according to 
CADW’s records. 



Mock Up Design Showing Potential Locations Of Castle Site

If the author was travelling from Haverferdwest, into Fishguard. It is possible that the castle gateway he saw in 1815, was in 
fact this castle.  With the castle being destroyed by the Flemish, it is possible that it was destroyed due to the construction of 

Haverfordwest Castle which was also owned by the Flemish. 

https://sublimewales.wordpress.com/places/fishguard/ This is a website refferencing all the historical 
records of travellers visiting Fishguard over the 
years. In 1783, it was documented that Castell 
Mwrtach was dug up with a plough. They 
discovered numerous artifacts and treasure.

This proves that the castle is of important 
value and there may be many more artifacts 
still underground. 

Below is a section of an article written in 1856. 
It is taken from an article labelled 
‘Archaeologia Cambrensis a record of the 
antiquities of Wales’. It states that Castell 
Mwrtach may be of Irish / Celtic origin. It 
states the site is a ‘curious earthwork’, 
implying there is not much left of the site in 
1856.

https://journals.library.wales/view/2919943/3013488/55#?xywh=-59%2C88%2C2354%2C1179



This is a map that was 
drawn to comemerate the 
battle of ‘Mynedd Carn’ in 
1081. Castell Mwrtach was 
drawn into the map as it 
was a location of historical 
significance for the battle.

As you can see according 
to this map, the site of the 
castle is exactly the 
location we have outlined 
on previous pages. 

https://brwydr.blogspot.com/2009/11/blog-post.html

Upon looking at the translation of Castell Mwrtach, I was met with a 
range of results. ‘Castell’ is of course ‘Castle’ in Welsh. The hard part 
was where the name Mwrtach / Murtach / Myrtach originated from. 

If the castle was indeed of Gaelic origin, the word Murtach translates to 
‘Murderous’. However, with the site being named ‘Castell’ it implies it is 
of Welsh origin. If this is the case, the word ‘Myrtach’ / ‘Mwrtach’ 
translates to ‘Myrtle’ or ‘More’. - It is likely ‘Mwrtach’ is a family name. 

http://www.thepenvro.com/Flemings-of-Pembrokeshire.pdf

This research (left) is written in 
1901 by T.R Dawes and is titled 
‘The Flemings In Pembrokeshire’. 

This section of the research speaks 
of Fishguard, when Martin of Tours 
came and founded a Norman 
Colony. This must be around the 
same time Fishguard was founded. 
Thomas Evans’ book in 1815 
mentions this same story, but 
states it was ‘decendents of Martin 
de Tours’. 

Martin Of Tours Emblem



It is possible that Castell Mwrtach once belonged to Rhys ab Owain who was a king of Deheubarth in southern Wales. 
Rhys was the son of Owain ab Edwin from the line of Hywel Dda, and member of the Dinefwr dynasty. 

He followed his brother Maredudd as king of Deheubarth in 1072.

In 1078 Rhys ab Owain was defeated by Trahaearn 
ap Caradog, who had followed Bleddyn on the 
throne of Gwynedd, in a battle at Pwll Wdig (now 
known as Goodwick Moor.

Later the same year Rhys was beheaded by Caradog 
ap Gruffydd of Gwent. His defeat and death were 
hailed in the annals as "vengeance for the blood of 
Bleddyn ap Cynfyn".

Rhys was followed as king of Deheubarth by his 
second cousin, Rhys ap Tewdwr.

Upon Rhys ap Tewdwr’s death in 1093, the Normans 
seized much of South Wales. Which may have been 
around the time Castell Mwrtach was destroyed.

Deheubarth disestablished in to the modern day 
counties in 1197. A few years before Newport 
became the main town in North Pembrokeshire. 

The kingdom of Deheubarth 920 - 1197

Map of modern day locations



https://www.genuki.org.uk/big/wal/PEM/Fishguard/Fishguard1833

The paragraph above is from a section of the book ‘Lewis' Topographical Dictionary of Wales’ which was written in 1833. 
Lewis writes about the history of Fishguard and mentions that the town was once a large settlement with Celtic origin. It 
wasn’t until after the Norman conquest of England, that Martin Of Tours came to the town.

https://www.genuki.org.uk/big/wal/PEM/Fishguard/Fishguard1833

At the end of Lewis’ article, he writes about the castle sites around the town. This also suggests that Castell Mwrtach was 
used around the same time the wars between the Welsh and the Saxons happened. This may indicate that the castle was 
built within the first few years of Martin Of Tours settling in Fishguard. - More likely the castle was made years after, due to 
it being supposedly founded by ‘The Decendents’ of Martin Of Tours. 

Here is a possible timeline of the research I have found so far

c.200AD
The town of 
Caerau
occupies 
Fishguard

c.500AD
The town of 
Caerau
burns down

c.1050
Castell 
Mwrtach is
created 

c.1100
Fishguard is founded 
by Martin Of Tours

c.1170
Rhys Ap Gruffydd
is held at the castle

c.1195
The castle is mostly 
demolished by the 

Flemings

c.1200
Newport is 
created by 

W. Fitzmartin 
and becomes 

the main town
of the North.

Designs Similar To 
Castell Mwrtach

Castell Mwrtach is destroyed sometime between these timelines



https://militarymaps.rct.uk/french-revolutionary-wars-1792-1802/fishguard-and-pembrokeshire-
1797-a-plan-of

In this map from 1798, you can see that 
Fishguard is relatively small in size. 
Upon zooming in, you can see that 
there is a turnpike gate near the castle 
site. These were used to stop visitors 
going into the town without paying a 
toll fee. 

The remains of Castell Mwrtach being 
near this site, make it a perfect location 
for a turnpike. As it allows a defense 
wall to further prevent people gaining 
access to the town without paying the 
fee.

Examples Of Turnpike Gates

This is a rough drawing of 
what the castle may have 
looked like in 1100. Being 
mainly made from wood, 
with the outer walls being 
stone. 

The design of the 
perimeters are based off 
the shape of the fields 
labelled after ‘Castell 
Mwrtach’.

This is of course only an 
artists perspective of the 
castle and is not done or 
approved by a historian. 



In the below image you can see the site of Castell Mwrtach in 1929. The fields of the supposed castle are very much the same 
to the tithe map in 1836. Although most of the land is farmland in this picture, one thing that is noticeable is the abnormal 
rock / mound shaping in the field circled. This is very similar to the markings seen on the 
1888 map. A part of this land is still a field and has not been touched in decades.

It is also worth noting that Castell Mwrtach is 
located on the old main road that leads to 
Fishguard and passsed through Llanstinan. 
Llanstinan was of course formerly a significant 
Christian/pre-Christian sacred site with a 
circular llan located at or near seven springs. 
There was once a settlement close to the 
church and as legend has it this was vacated 
when disease struck the inhabitants. It was 
likely to be tuberculosis

It is entirely possible that the disease outbreak 
may have also been the downfall of Castell 
Mwrtach. 

The road also passed through a site known as 
‘Castell Draenen’, which may have been used or 
worked alongside Castell Mwrtach.



Here are more references to ‘Castell Mwrtach’ found in the book named ‘Royal Commision On The Ancient And 
Historical Monuments In Wales & Monmouthshire’.

This is a drawing of the possible design of Castell Mwrtach. The outer walls follow the boundary of land named after the 
site in the Tithe Map from the 1800s. Whilst the lines mark the raised land that supported the outer walls. Some of these 
lines can also be seen on the 1888 map.

- Location of last remaining earthwork mounds (2024)



https://sublimewales.wordpress.com/places/fishguard/

This is an extract from a traveller that 
visited Fishguard in 1791. They 
mention that there was a site at the 
top of the town that allowed you to 
view the whole of the area from up 
high. The site is named the castle. 

Castell Mwrtach was also located at 
the top of the town in this area. 

The site also states that in 1797, 
Welsh is the main language in 
Fishguard and English church services 
only take place once a month. This 
might explain why the castle is 
named in Welsh. 

https://sublimewales.wordpress.com/places/fishguard/

In this part of the website, it talks of a 
traveller visiting the town in 1803. 
They also mention the castle site at 
the top of the town.

Another traveller also mentions this in 
1808. 

They describe the castle site as a 
great view point and a beacon. 

https://sublimewales.wordpress.com/places/fishguard/



https://sublimewales.wordpress.com/places/fishguard/

This is the last large piece of 
information that mentions Castell 
Mwrtach. This could indicate that 
most of the site was turned into 
farmland some 20-30 years after 
this. 

These are some of the earthwork mounds we have 
discovered since further investigating what is left 
at the site.

The mounds are solid earthwork and seem to be 
the remains of the outer castle defense wall. 



Tithe Map 1830s

As you can see in this tithe map from c.1830. Castell 
Mwrtach’s name is marked on multiple fields. 

This would mean that the castle was roughly the 
following measurements;

Total area: 36,905.24 m² (397,244.66 ft²)
Total distance: 1.36 km (4,447.64 ft)

1897

1906

As you can see in all of these maps (on next page as well), 
Castell Mwrtach is mentioned until the 1980’s when a house 
was built on top of the main site. 

The erection of the dwelling removed the main part of the castle, 
which would’ve most likely have been the castle keep / main 
tower.

The only remaining evidence of the castle is the earthwork 
mounds previously mentioned, as well as the footpath which 
borders the site today.



1937 1940s

1957

1964

1969 1981



Image showing the size of the castle if it was still 
standing today

Here is some artwork made showing what 
Castell Mwrtach may have looked like.

You can see that it had a wooden defense 
wall that covered over 4000 ft. 

The flag is the flag of the kingdom of 
Deheubarth, which was the kingdom in 
which Fishguard was located in at the time.



The name Mwrtach, is 
mentioned in the Welsh 
book named ‘ The Chronicles 
Of Princes’ - dated 1857.

It states that Mwrtach is also 
known as Murchath. Which 
is a family name from 
Ireland. 

It later states that Diermit, 
son of Murcath escaped 
Wales with his friend Robert 
Fitzstephen in 1168. 

Diermit was most likely 
‘Diarmait Mac Murchada’, 
who historically worked with 
Robert on conquoring 
Ireland.https://ia601004.us.archive.org/19/items/brutytywysogiono00cara/brutytywysogiono00cara.pdf

It is recorded that in 1167, 
the King of Leinster, Diarmait 
Mac Murchada, was deprived 
of his kingdom by the High 
King of Ireland. 

To recover his kingdom, the 
exiled king fled to Wales and 
from there to England and 
Aquitaine in France, in order 
to gain the consent of King 
Henry II of England to recruit 
soldiers. 

On returning to Wales, Fitz-
Stephen helped him to 
organise a mercenary army of 
Norman and Welsh soldiers, 
including Richard de Clare, 
2nd Earl of Pembroke, alias 
Strongbow. 

Robert FitzStephen

This source shows that it is possible that Diarmait was 
captured by Lord Rhys upon returning to Wales. He 
would then meet Robert in prison. 

Upon escaping with eachother in 1168, they both then 
organise an army to invade Ireland. 

If this theory is true, this would date the creation of 
Castell Mwrtach to the years 1167 - 1169, with it only 
taking a few weeks to build. This would also mean that 
the Castle’s true name would’ve been ‘Murchada 
Castle’. 

The site would’ve been captured by Lord Rhys around 
the year c.1168. Where both Diermait and Robert 
were imprisoned. 

Upon escape, Robert helped Diermait prepare to 
invade Ireland. Which commenced the following year 
in 1167.

On 1 May 1169, Robert led the vanguard of Diarmait Mac Murchada's Cambro-Norman auxiliaries 
to Ireland, thereby precipitating the Norman invasion of Ireland

Diarmait Mac Murchada

An Irish Motte & Bailey Castle Invasion Of Ireland by the Anglo Normans



This is the other potential flag of Castell Mwrtach. If it did 
indeed belong to Diarmait Mac Murchada and the Normans, 
this would be the flag that was flying. This is the flag of the 
Normans.

Summary So Far (08/05/2024)
From the research found so far, Castell Mwrtach has 2 potential origins. 

It may have been founded by Rhys ab Owain to help control his kingdom of Deheubarth, as well as assist in the battle of 
Pwll Wdig in 1078. After losing the battle, it may have resulted in losing the castle to Trahaearn ap Caradog, which was 
then destroyed. 

The other potential origin is that it was created by Diarmait Mac Murchada (known as Diermit Mwrtach in Welsh) in 1167, 
when he was exiled from Ireland. Diarmait was then captured by Lord Rhys, where he then met Robert FitzStephen. Upon 
escaping in 1168, they then prepared their attack on Ireland for the following year in 1169. The castle was then 
abandoned and later dismantled by the Flemings when they conquered Pembrokeshire. 

This research will be worked on throughout 2024 and will be updated when new evidence is discovered. 

Regards,

Andrew Harries


