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A) INTRODUCTION AND OBJECTIVES

2. Historic landscape character & archaeological ash historical content
Historic Landscape Character

Cwmcowddu Farm comprises four land holdings, lagefor the purposes of this
report ‘A’ - 'D’, within the communities of Myddfand Llanwrda, North
Carmarthenshire.

Holding 'A" is centred on NGR SN 71253395 and \wehin Historic Landscape
Character Area (HLCA) 257: Llanwrda Parish. Thesaga are intended to define
places where local landuse patterns have leftquéatily strong or distinctive
evidence in the landscape (Murphy & Ludlow, 200)CA 257 lies across rolling
hills to the north of the Tywi Valley and consistissmall, irregular fields, dispersed
farms and scattered woodland. The present patidields suggests enclosure by the
earlier post-medieval period and the landscapeoiefar-less unchanged from that
depicted on the 1837 Llanwrda tithe map.

Holding 'B" is centred on NGR SN72372930 and lieshe boundary between two
HLCAs. The westernmost field is within HLCA 207: {Ggornoeth, where the
enclosure into small, irregular fields may be astdate-medieval in date, while the
rest of the holding is within HLCA 235: Maes Gwakta landscape of medium-large
fields that vary from the fairly regular to theagular. Some of these fields are strip-
shaped, indicating enclosure from a medieval oped-$ystem. Such fields are again
evident within holding 'C', where HLCA 235 runsdbgh the centre.

Holding 'C', centred on NGR SN 72593116, is alsihwiCadw Registered Area 7:
Tywi Valley, classified as of 'Outstanding’ histoimterest (Cadw, ICOMOS, 1998)
and is located on the convergence of four HLCA® Western side of the holding
lies within HLCA 208: Ystrad Tywi - Llangadog-Llandery, on the lower slopes and
floodplain of the Tywi Valley. Here the field patteis of medium-sized, fairly
regular enclosures that probably dates to the d&tkury and was definitely in place
by the mid-19th century tithe maps. The probaltie-taedieval and medieval
enclosures of HLCAs 207 and 235 constitute thereesftthe holding while the far
eastern side is within HLCA 228: Cilgwyn-Llwynwornoad. Here virtually the
whole area seems to have been subjected to emtaischping during the 18th and
19th Centuries and the parkland established arbatghareg House is evident
within the farm boundary (PRN 25595).

Holding 'D' is centred on NGR SN72343029 and aiegwithin HLCA 235,
composed of large, regular fields of probable 1&#-19th century date. The
landscape has changed little since it was recavddtie 1887 1st edition Ordnance
Survey map.

Full descriptions of all the relevant HLCAs aread®d at the end of this report and
their distribution is mapped on figure 8.



Archaeological and Historic Content

With the exception of the undated cropmark Gwaud-BRN 12089) within holding
'D', all the recorded archaeology within the farohdmgs dates to the post-medieval
period. This includes two working farmsteads, Cwmddu (PRN 64775) and
Bwlch-y-gwynt (PRN 64778), where traditional builds are likely to survive, and a
ruined smallholding, Glan-Towy (PRN 64776).

A gazetteer of the recorded archaeology withinféinen boundaries appears below.
Key Objective

The management priority for this farm is to retdia landscape continuity through
the sympathetic maintenance of field boundariesthedipkeep of traditional

buildings. Particular attention needs to be paidhials the preservation and
maintenance of the parkland landscape within hgldni

B2) HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT FEATURES

All known historic environment features are markedMap 1 of this agreement

These are divided into three types:

i) Archaeological and Historic Features: Archaeaabsites, earthwork monuments,
ruined structures and individual historic gardeatiiees.

i) Traditional Buildings: Structures built befot®18 using traditional materials and
methods of construction.

iii) Historic Parks and Gardens: Discrete areasuod laid out in an ornamental way
for the pleasure of the owner.

All historic environment features have been alledatategories of importance:
Site Status A: Sites and Monuments of National Irtge.

Site Status B: Sites/Features of Regional Impoganc

Site Status C: Sites/Features of Local Importance.

Site Status D: Minor and damaged sites.

Site Status U: Sites requiring further investigatio

General requirements

Historic earthworks, stone structures, archaeodgites, traditional buildings, park
and gardens must all be retained and protectedsigigamage. The management of
these features must comply with the following gahezquirements.

)

« Do not remove any material from archaeologicaksitehistoric features, or
deposit spoil, farm waste or rubbish.

« Ensure contractors and all other workers on tha e aware of the historic
environment features and comply with the requireienthis agreement.
They should take appropriate measures to avoidiectal damage.




- Do not carry out any excavation, erect any newcstine or plant any trees
without the prior approval of the Project Officer.

« Do not site new fencing or vehicular tracks on aegflogical or historic sites
without the prior approval of the Project Officer.

« Ensure that the use of metal detectors and thetnegof discoveries
complies with the Treasure Act 1996 and associabeés of practice. The
Portable Antiquities Scheme website (http://wwwdBrorg.uk) provides
valuable guidance and information.

« Please report all discoveries of archaeologicakredt to the Dyfed
Archaeological Trust (01558 823131). This enalihesrt to maintain an up-ta
date record of archaeological discoveries.

"Scheduled" Ancient Monuments (SAMSs) have statutoryprotection and consent
from Cadw may be required for works to these monumets. Consult the Project
Officer for advice.

"Listed Buildings" also have statutory protection and permission from the Local
Planning Authority may be required for some works.This also applies to
buildings within the curtilage of a listed building. Consult the Project Officer for
Advice

In addition to these general requirements you roostply with the specific sets of
prescriptions set out below:

1) ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORIC FEATURES:

Archaeological sites, earthwork monuments, ruinedtsuctures and individual
historic garden features.

Location and description:
A search of the regional Historic Environment Rec@4ER) held by the Dyfed
Archaeological Trust has identified the followinges and monuments which are

indicated on Map 1.

Other sites may be known to the landowner and thleseld be identified to the
Project Officer who will pass the information tetByfed Archaeological Trust.

Name (& PRN) Period/Site type  NGR Status SAM/listing Management
required
2 GLAN-TOWY (64776) Post Medieval SN7233311¢ B Specific
farmstead

Recorded on the 1887 1st edition Ordnance Survgyara smallholding comprising a dwelling, range
with associated horse-engine and one other outhgild@he house is only shown in outline on modern
mapping with a 'sheep dip' marked on the positiath® former range.



Glan-towy farmhouse.

The Tir Gofal archaeological farm visit (27/11/20@®nfirmed that Glan-towy farmhouse is now detelic
and that most of the stone-rubble long farm bugdias collapsed, leaving just a standing centtalegaall
and wall remnants comprising the southern halhefliuilding. These remains stand to an approximate
height of 0.60m and have been incorporated inteeazeblock and concrete sheepfold. The additional
outbuilding, marked on the late 19th century mafh&east of the long farm building, has now gone.

The remnants of 19" century farm buildi g incorporatedino a modern sheepfold.

GWAUN-GYD (12089) Unknown SN7255303: U Specific
cropmark

A sub-rectangular ditched (?) earthwork, ¢ 35 b;3850 northeast of Fforest, adjacent to the A4@H9.
unknown significance. RPS October 2001. The site pigked up on an aerial photograph (Mm AP vertical
Meridian Airmaps, 1955, 270-230, 29204-5). The anak is indistinct and it has been suggested,én th
Dyfed HER, that this cropmark may be a naturaluesat

However, a close examination of the 1955 aeriatqdraph reveals a sub-rectangular outline with a
possible gap at the northwest corner (centred oR I[S872393027), measuring approximately 30metres
east-west and 15 metres north-south, and it mankenclosure with an entranceway. An internal divis
possibly exists on the eastern side of the feature.



-

Looking west across the area of the potential cropmark.

The site was visited during the Tir Gofal archagalal farm visit of 27/11/2008. The field is ungmsture
and generally level. No evidence for the potergtighaeological feature were seen in the form dhearks
or surface finds but if the markings identifiedrfréhe aerial photograph are archaeological it@bable
that archaeological deposits are preserved beloungk.

(64777) Post Medieval SN7233312¢ C Generic
footbridge

Footbridge shown on 1887 1st edition Ordnance Sumegp. Not shown on modern mapping. This site was
not visited during the Tir Gofal archaeologicalnfavisit (27/11/2008).

(64779) Post Medieval SN7103319 C Generic
quarry

Quarry recorded on the 1887 1st edition Ordnanceeyumap. This site was not visited during the Tir
Gofal archaeological farm visit (27/11/2008).

(64780) Post Medieval SN7220291: C Generic
footbridge

Footbridge shown on 1887 1st edition Ordnance Sumegp. Not shown on modern mapping. This site was
not visited during the Tir Gofal archaeologicalnfavisit (27/11/2008).

Historic Environment Objectives:
The purpose of the management is to:

« Ensure the survival of visible features.
- Ensure archaeological deposits beneath the grawfate are not disturbed.
« Prevent progressive degradation by adopting swdibgrfarming practices.

In order to achieve this you will need to obsehe following:
Generic Management Prescriptions see also General Requirements - Section B2

1. Maintain the agreed stocking level to encousgeund grass sward or low
growing vegetation, without poaching or causingsano.

2. Do not install new drains or underground semszice

3. Locate feeding and watering stations away frechaeological and historic
features.



4. Avoid using heavy machinery on sites or closarttaeological and
historic features, especially in wet weather.

5. Do not plough archaeological or historic feasui@ cultivate so close as to
cut into the remains. A minimum buffer zone of Zradvised. In the case of
monuments already under cultivation and where ¢ineeament does not
exclude the monument from cultivation, ensure thatdepth of cultivation is
not increased.

6. Remove any dead and unstable trees from theityicif archaeological and
historic features with care, leaving roots to rositu. Ensure that machinery
does not cause further disturbance. Agree withPtiogect Officer a suitable
method for repairing any damage caused, for exarbgle/ind-throw.

7. Control scrub on archaeological and histori¢uiess by cutting. Roots must
be left in the ground and must not be pulled or duig Treatment with an
approved herbicide may, exceptionally, be permiittealgreement with the
Project Officer. (Capital Works Option).

8. Do not burn materials on site.

9. Ensure that rabbits are kept under controlpbtiby excavating within an
archaeological or historic feature.

10. Consult your Project Officer a suitable metfardrepairing any damage
caused by burrowing animals. (Capital Works Option)

Specific Management Requirements for individual arbaeological and historic
features.

The following individual sites and monuments arbjsct to specific management
prescriptions which are in addition to and (in tlase of conflict) take precedence
over the generic requirements:

Site 2 on MAP 1 GLAN-TOWY (64776) SN72333119

In addition to the Generic Management Prescriptions listed above the following management is
recommended.

Only half the original outline of the Glan-Towy lgpfiarm building survives and this, with the
exception of one gabled wall, has been reduceeighband incorporated into the construction of a
modern sheepfold. These wall remnants are now uhdeat from encroaching vegetation and some
control of this would be advised. The remaininglu@bs might also benefit from consolidation.

Option 1: Preventative maintenance

The management aim is to prevent the progressieaydsf the building

* Consider capping the wall tops of derelict and eumstructures in order to prevent water
from washing out lime mortar bonds and acceleratiitapse.

* Consider cutting back vegetation on the walls, ilggthe roots in situ. Spot treat to prevent
re-growth.

Site 3 on MAP 1 GWAUN-GYD (12089) SN72553034

In addition to the Generic Management Prescriptions listed above the following management is
recommended.

Although no evidence for an archaeological feawms seen during the field visit it is still possilthat
archaeological deposits survive below the grourttiénarea of the possible enclosure identified from



aerial photography. It is therefore important teqarve the archaeologically sensitive area and the
current regime of low-intensity grazing is ideal.

Should the field be utilised as arable land infthiare then, within the Tir Gofal agreement, nowgrd

breaking activities should be undertaken withindahea of the enclosure or a ten metre buffer zone
around the edge. The area deemed to be archaalpgeensitive is marked on Figure 7.

i) TRADITIONAL BUILDINGS:

Location and Description:

Traditional buildings are those built before c.19&k#g traditional materials and
methods of construction, to serve the needs obmesty farming practices. Typically,
they will use locally available materials and skithough mass-produced materials

(bricks, corrugated iron) may sometimes be loodtlgracteristic.

The following traditional buildings have been idéad:

Name (& PRN) Period/Site type  NGR Status SAM/listing Management
required
1 CWMCOWDDU (64775) Post Medieval SN7256310( B Specific
farmstead

Farmstead recorded on the 1887 1st edition Ordn@noeey map as an informal series of buildings,
including a range with possible associated horggrenand orchard. The main buildings of the 19th
century farmstead still stand, located within teatee of a much-expanded complex. These gable-ended
buildings are of whitewashed rubble stone constinatith roughly squared quoins and pitched slatefs.

Traditional buildings at Cwmcowddu- cartshed, granary and ?stable on the left, threshing-barn on theright.

The northernmost, 'L'-shaped farm building comgriseart shed with a granary loft above and a plessi
single-storey stable block. The cart shed has tywau® entrance bays and the granary is reachextémal
stone steps on the western side of the building. adjacent area was not accessed during the Tal @isit
and its interpretation as a stable is not certdowever, the presence of a cart shed and a hogiresim
the 19th century farmstead shows that horses vem@ and this single-storey building with windows
matches the style of stables from this period (Bkih 1982). The south-facing frontage of the Hirp and
where it joins the cart shed are gable-ended wvhdeorth-east corner is hipped. A wide modern husar
now covers the main entrance.



The cartshed and, granary(left) and possible stable-block (right).

The second farm building comprises a threshingsbaith numerous ventilation slits and tall, wide
entrances to the front and back, and a possibigessiorey cowshed. The roof of the latter has been
replaced with box-profile corrugated iron and tftanfage is now red-brick and breeze-block with ineta
doors. The location of the horse-engine, as shawthe 1887 map, is now under the tarmacked drive in

front of the farmhouse.

BWLCH-Y-GWYNT Post Medieval SN7122340! B Generic
(64778) farmstead

Farmstead recorded on the 1887 1st edition Ordn@noeey map as an informal complex including a
range, possible pigsty and a probable horse-enljindern mapping suggests that traditional buildimgsy
survive, although the farmstead has expanded amcbdlsince the end of the 19th century. Thisvgéte not
visited during the Tir Gofal archaeological farmsivi{27/11/2008).

Historic Environment Objectives:
The purpose of the management is to:
« Promote the survival of traditional buildings o tlarm
- Prevent progressive decay of traditional buildittgeugh neglect.
« Promote the sympathetic use of traditional buildimgthin sustainable
farming practice.

In order to achieve this you will need to obsehe following:

Generic Management Prescriptions - see also Genef@equirements section B2



1. Those traditional buildings in a weatherproad arstructurally sound
condition must be maintained in a weatherproof dmrd

2.Those traditional buildings or parts of tradisbbuildings that have not
been previously modified must be maintained usiaditional materials and
methods of construction.

3. Characteristics and features which reflect hysamd function of the
traditional buildings identified in this agreementst not be removed.

4. Wherever practicable, repair original featuagber than replace them.
(Capital Works Option)

5. Repairs should be unobtrusive and make usepsbppate traditional
materials and methods of construction. (Capital K& @ption)

6. When repair is not possible, replacement featomest be modelled on the
originals, using the same materials and methodsmdtruction. (Capital
Works Option)

7. Ensure the retention and sympathetic repairsdbhic coverings and
finishes such as lime-wash, lime-render or wealioarrding. The appropriate
traditional materials must be used. (Capital Wd@lsion)

8. Do not disturb protected species (such as bdiaro owls) that use the
building. If these species are present you willbhedéicence from CCW to
carry out any work on the building.

Specific Management Requirements for individual Tralitional Buildings:

The following individual traditional buildings aseibject to specific management
prescriptions which are in addition to and (in tlase of conflict) take precedence
over these generic requirements:

Site 1 on MAP 1 CWMCOWDDU (64775) SN72563100

In addition to the Generic Management Prescriptions listed above the following management is
recommended.

Grant aid is available through Tir Gofal for theintanance and repair of traditional buildings. Tir
Gofal advice advocates the use of materials thathnthose used originally. Repairs should be
undertaken on a like for like basis, modelled andhiginals using similar materials and methods of
construction. Future maintenance should considerbiest to keep the character of the farmstead
group as a whole, rather than focussing on onécp&at building at the expense of the others.

Option 1: Repair

As a general rule remedial work should be guidethkyneed to ensure long-term survival, whilst
maintaining the character of the building. It sliblé noted that this report does not comment or
advise on the structural state of the buildings.

The most pressing need for repair on the buildisdise roof on the possible stable block, where
missing or dislodged slates are allowing water in.

Repair is always preferable to replacement, keepsngnuch of the original fabric of the building in
place as possible. Replacement is only to be chotg¢ where necessary.

Option 2: Preventative maintenance
The weather-facing elevations of the buildingsaimted with whitewash, providing weather-proofing

for the stonework. The need for this coating tadreewed was discussed and agreed with the farmer
and the Tir Gofal Project Officer during the visit.



i) HISTORIC PARKS AND GARDENS:
Location and Description:

A historic park or garden is a discrete area off land out in an ornamental way,
originally for the pleasure and use of its ownesub-category of park is the deer
park, laid out for management and containment ef.de

Historic parks of national importance are includedhe Cadw/ICOMOS Register of
Parks and Gardens of Special Historic Interest aléa/ There are also many non-
registered parks of lesser quality but which, néhedess, form an important
component in the historic environment and requiy@r@priate management.

The following parks and gardens have been idedtifie

Name (& PRN) Period/Site type  NGR Status SAM/listing Management
required
4 DOL-Y-GAREG (25595) Post Medieval SN7340314¢ B Specific
park

Parkland landscaping around Dol-y-Gareg MansiorlNRB278), rebuilt in 1842. Part of Historic
Landscape Character Area 228: Cilgwyn-Liwynwormwosmlitheast of the River Tywi between
Llandovery and Llangadog, where virtually the whatea has been subjected to estate landscapihg in t
18th and 19th centuries. Cwmcowddu today incorgarabme of the former lands of Dol-y-Gareg,
including an extensive area of its parkland. Thaugds, as depicted on the tithe (1840) and Ordnance
Survey maps (1887), comprise open grassland purctly scattered individual trees and occasional
clumps.

Several mature oak trees, individually planted ianemall groups, and Scots pines were noted witien
undulating pastoral fields to the northeast of Cevwntdu farmstead during the Tir Gofal archaeological
farm visit (27/11/2008) and the area retains itklpad aspect. The extent of the park landscapmwit
Cwmcowddu farm was discussed and agreed with theefaand the Tir Gofal project officer (see Fig. 5)

Looking west, the parkland landscaping of the former Dol-y-Gareg estate.



Historic Environment Objectives:
The purpose of the management is to:

« Maintain or restore the historic configuration amslial character of the
historic garden or parkland.

« Ensure the long-term preservation of features @ssocwith the historic
garden or parkland.

In order to achieve this you will need to obsehe following:
Generic Management prescriptions

1. Original features identified in the agreemenstrhe retained and
maintained. Repairs (including repairs to wallimgl d&ences) should be
unobtrusive and make use of appropriate traditioreterials and methods of
construction. (Capital Works Option)

2. When repair is not possible, replacement featomest be modelled on
originals, using the same materials and methodsmétruction. (Capital
Works Option)

3.Drives and historic tracks together with asseciatalling, revetment and
bridges identified in the agreement must be maiethand, where necessary,
restored using appropriate traditional materiats methods of construction.
(Capital Works Option).

4 New tracks should not be created.

Specific Management Requirements for individual Pak and Garden features:

The following individual features are subject t@siic management prescriptions
which are in addition to and (in the case of cat)liake precedence over these
generic requirements:

Site 4 on MAP 1 DOL-Y-GAREG (25595) SN73403149

In addition to the Generic Management Prescriptions listed above the following management is
recommended.

The area retains a parkland feel today with itsagiearacter largely intact and a few individualvet
and exotic parkland trees remaining. It is notideddowever that a number of trees have been lost,
whilst others may be reaching the end of their rzédives.

Future management should address how best to nmaih&ahistoric configuration and visual character
of the parkland.

Tir Gofal management recommendations:

1. Take care to maintain open vistas within theéjgad. Do not plant new hedgerows along fence lines
within the parkland.

2. Consider planting replacement parkland trees.

- The 25 inch 1st edition Ordnance Survey map ist mppropriate and accurate map to be used as the
baseline for any future restoration of the parklapasitions of parkland trees should follow as elps

as possible the planting scheme represented @mdh@nce Survey 1887).

- Tree species should be based on the eviden@eoiks represented in the parkland. No one species
should dominate.

- It may be possible to provide further advice pprapriate tree species following consultation with
the Welsh Historic Gardens Trust or other parksgarden specialists at a later date.



This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey materibwith the permission of Ordnance Survey on behalbf the
Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office© Crown copyright. Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown copyright
andmay lead to prosecution or civil proceedingsVelsh Assembly Government. License Number: 1000672008.

Fig 1: Location Map of farm holdings
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Fig 2: Map showing holding ‘A’
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Fig 3: Map showing holding ‘B’
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Fig 4: Map showing holdings ‘C’ and ‘D’
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Fig 5: Map showing the extent of parkland landseggPRN 25595) within farm
boundary ‘C’
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Fig 6: Map showing the Cwmcowddu farmstead
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Fig 7: Map showing area of potential archaeologsessitivity within holding ‘D’.
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Fig 8: Map to show the distribution of HLCAs aroumaldings ‘C’ and ‘D’.
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CARMARTHENSHIRE: TYWI VALLEY

HISTORIC LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREA:
207 CEFNGORNOETH

GRID REFERENCE: SN 716299
AREA IN HECTARES: 308.50

Historic Background

An area southeast of the Tywi, once part of Perfamdmote of Cantref Bychan, which was invaded
by the Anglo-Normans advancing from the east ufdelhard Fitz Pons, who establishedaput at
Llandovery in 1110-16 (Rees n.d.). It was acquiedn after by the Clifford lords of Brecon as the
Lordship of Llandovery. However, there were manigseges of Welsh rule and the area retained native
tenurial customs until the end of the Medieval pénivhen it was incorporated into modern
Carmarthenshire. Most of this character area forpaetiof thepatria of Llangadog which was

acquired by the Bishops of St Davids in the latd T@ntury (Rees 1932). A ‘Tyddyn’ farm name
suggests Medieval settlement and formalised lawmi$idin, and the area is characterised by small
irregular enclosures which may be at least lateided in origin. The present farm Wernfrena appears
to represent the site of an early Post-Medievasbavhich has now been rebuilt (Jones 1987, 89).

Description and essential historic landscape compents

Cefngornoeth character area lies over a low hiflge on the south side of the Afon Tywi, betweem th
valleys of the Tywi and the Bran. The ridge risesrf approximately 45m on the Tywi valley floor to
over 110 m on the low rounded hills. This is essdigta landscape of small irregular fields, small
stands of deciduous woodland, some of which magrioéent, and dispersed farms. Farmland is almost
totally under improved pasture. Field boundariesearth banks topped with hedges. Hedges are
generally in good condition, with very few overgmoar derelict. Some possess distinctive hedgerow
trees. Close to Cefngornoeth house a small arpar&fand merges with the surrounding landscape.
The stands of trees on the valley side of the Tgmil a wooded aspect to this side of the character
area. Farmsteads are mostly 19th century date emméeular, with informal farm buildings that
include some modern buildings.

Recorded archaeology is limited to a Bronze Agddpot.

There are few distinctive buildings. Farmsteadsnaostly of 19th century date, stone-built and & th
vernacular tradition; associated old farm buildiags similarly stone-built and generally have an
informal arrangement with the farmhouse, while niaghs have a range of modern agricultural
buildings. There is the usual scatter of Post-Medlieottages and dwellings. Wernfrena and
Cefngornoeth are more substantial houses in a palite tradition.



This character area is not easy to define as ggsssmany historic components that are also pa&skess
by its neighbours. To the north, where it meetsTipei valley there is a fairly distinct border beten

it and the rather less intensely enclosed lanti®flbod plain (Area 208). There is also good dgéin

to the west against the urban unit of LlangadogéA206). To the south and east there is a zone of
change, rather than a clear-cut border, betwesratkea and Area 235.

Conservation priorities

There are few historic landscape conservation itigsrin this character area as most of the histori
landscape components in this character area aregasonable state of preservation. However, the
decay evident in a few of the boundary hedgesgmbing to erode the historic character of parts of
this area,; this problem needs to be addressedidavason should be given to the management of the
ancient broadleaf woodland. Historic farm buildirfigem an important component in this landscape.
Although most are in use and in a good state afirepome consideration may have to be given as to
how they can be best used/reused and maintainddtfwe generations.

CARMARTHENSHIRE: TYWI VALLEY

HISTORIC LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREA:
208 YSTRAD TYWI: LLANGADOG - LLANDOVERY

GRID REFERENCE: SN 723316
AREA IN HECTARES: 925.40

Historic Background

A large, narrow area stretching from Llangadoghim $outhwest to Llandovery in the northeast, which
lies in the fertile alluvial floodplain of the Riv&ywi. The valley was the major historic route dor
into West Wales and the Roman road from Carmattihnétendovery, which lies just within the
northwest edge of this character area, followedrttexface between the alluvium and the solid
geology of the north side of the Tywi. A later tpilke more-or-less followed the course of this Roman
road, as does the present A40(T) - see Areas 18226 The River Tywi in this area is active and
subject to course changes across the valley fioat the wooded nature of the valley was commented
upon by early writers including Leland in the 1588sith 1906), who appear to be describing the
floodplain. Therefore, the present pattern of ragfields is probably of later date, while. Enclasu
may have been undertaken during the 18th centuiyhdd definitely taken place by the time the tithe
surveys were conducted in the second quarter df9ttecentury. In addition, settlement on the
floodplain has always been minimal. There are, hawnea few farms and dwellings in the area, also
occupying the interface or situated upon glacid#lyived ‘islands’ within the floodplain; one of g&
Pentremeurig, has 16th century origins and wassasdefor 7 hearths in 1670 (Jones 1987, 155).The
disposition of these habitations may then reflectier settlement patterns. Peat deposits have been
noted between the alluvium and the underlying gokisewhere within the Tywi Valley (Page 1994,
4,9), where they were thought either to represectt §slands’ in the floodplain, or a drying of the
floodplain (see also Area 196) and while no prehistsites have been recorded within the area gtmu
be stressed that within the Tywi Valley, this pdris among ‘the least know{Cadw/ICOMOS, 1998,
28). During the Medieval period the river formedemf the major boundaries of Carmarthenshire,
separating Cantref Mawr on the north bank from €drBychan on the south bank (Rees, 1932). As
such, the landscape area has experienced a cheédnistiay of tenure and was troubled by warfare
until the end of the 13th century; Cantref MawrikanCantref Bychan which was subject to 12th
century conquest and reconquest, remained an indepeWelsh lordship until 1284 (Rees 1953, xv)
and the Post-Medieval house at Ystrad may be the&the Medievallys of Gwestfa Ystradmynys
within which this area partly lay. There does nmpear to have ever been a bridge across the Tywi
between Llangadog and Llandovery but there weleaat two, possibly three historic fords. The
turnpike, established in 1763-{llewis 1971, 43) more-or-less followed the line leé Roman road

and is now represented by the A40(T). The A4068grground between Llangadog and Llandovery
on the south side of the valley also follows time lof a turnpike begun in 177®id.). The floodplain,
meanwhile, is crossed by the former LNWR main Weates railway line which was opened, as the



‘Vale of Towy Line’, by the Llanelly Railway and @& Company in 1858 (Gabb, 1977, 76). Little
industry has developed in this area although alendhctory possibly operated at Pentremeurig.
Description and essential historic landscape compents

This area comprises the flood plain of the Tywietbger with the lower, gently sloping valley sides.
Within this area the flood plain of the Tywi riseeme 20 m, from 40 m OD at the west end to 60 m
OD at the east end, over a distance of 7 km. Therwalley sides rise up to a maximum of 60 m to 70
m. Above these lower slopes valley sides rise $tepprticularly on the northern side towards
Llandovery, to over 150 m. This part of the Tywllgg provides a natural route-corridor. The Romans
utilised the route for the Llandovery-Carmartheadpand in more recent times turnpike roads were
constructed on both sides of the valley. The coafdke turnpike on the northern side is now folbmv
by the A40(T), that on the south side by the A40B% railway that runs along the flood plain on a
low embankment also uses this route corridor. Wheeas of deposition and erosion are evident on the
Tywi there is no strong field patterning, and s¢rylrushy ground prevails. These areas are, however
fairly restricted and most of the area is dividetbireasonably regular, medium-sized fields. Field
boundaries are hedges without banks and earth bapged with hedges. The former are planted on
the valley floor presumably to facilitate flood-watrainage. Some hedges are accompanied by
ditches. Most hedges are well maintained, thougigr@ficant number are becoming derelict. Wire
fences supplement most hedges. Many hedges palstsstive hedgerow trees, and these, together
with isolated trees and small copses lend a padidapect to the area. This may be a planned effect,
designed to merge with the parks on the northaidee valley associated with gentry houses.
Settlements are confined to low terraces whicklightly above the flood plain and to the vallegies.

A wide range of economic and social classes anesepted by the buildings of the area from the
gentry house of Ystrad, with an area of parklahdhugh to small roadside cottages. However, the
settlement pattern is dominated by farms dispeasmuly a river terrace to the south of Llanwrda, on
the lower slopes of both sides of the river. Farndas are quite substantial and tend towards the
‘polite’ with extensive, large semi-formal outbuilds, mainly supplemented with modern agricultural
buildings.

Recorded archaeology is confined to buildings &wedfdrd sites.

There are many distinctive buildings but none ted. They include the gentry house at Glan-Dulais
the 18th- and 19th-century Ystrad house and paudk Pentremeurig with 16th century origins.
Farmhouses are generally quite substantial - nothan the simple two storey, three-bay structures
common elsewhere - and generally of 18th- or 1@ttty date, stone built and polite, rather than
vernacular. 20th century brick-built farmhousesals® present. Farm buildings are also large amd ar
often arranged in a semi-formal setting with thentaouse. 19th century stone-built examples and 20th
century brick outbuildings are represented, andtfieoms possess large assemblages of modern
agricultural buildings

This is a fairly distinct character area, and casts with the character areas of enclosed farnaihd
smaller farmsteads that bound it to the north ands(Areas 201, 207, 210, 214, 228, 257), with the
urban areas of Llangadog and Llandovery (Areas 208), and with former parkland to the northeast
(Area 209).

Conservation priorities

Most of the historic landscape components in theracter area are in a reasonable state of
preservation. However, the decay evident in sontheoboundary hedges is beginning to erode the
historic character of parts of this area; this pgobneeds to be addressed. Historic farm buildioga

an important component in this landscape. Althougist are in use and in a good state of repair, some
consideration may have to be given as to how theybe best used/reused and maintained for future
generations. Otherwise maintain as existing.

CARMARTHENSHIRE: BLACK MOUNTAIN AND MYNYDD MYDDFAI



HISTORIC LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREA:
228 CILGWYN - LLWYNWORMWOOD

GRID REFERENCE: SN 754308
AREA IN HECTARES: 1288.00

Historic Background

An area southeast of the River Tywi lying in thenfier Cantref Bychan which was invaded by the
Anglo-Normans under Richard Fitz Pons who estabtishicaput at Llandovery in 1110-16 (Rees

n.d.). It was acquired soon after by the Cliffonddls of Brecon as the Lordship of Llandovery but
retained native tenurial customs until the enchefMedieval period when it was incorporated within
modern Carmarthenshire. The area was divided betive commotes, Hirfryn to the north and
Perfedd, specifically Maenor Myddfai (and Myddfairizh), to the south. The latter may have been
administered from Myddfai itself but Cilgwyn Mangsithad been established by the 16th century
(Jones 1987, 30), and the nearby mill is markeBé&gs on his map of 14th century south Wales (Rees
1932). With 3820 acres in Myddfai parish in 181% bccupants of Cilgwyn Mansion, the Gwynne-
Holfords, were the chief family of the parish. Acead gentry house nearby, Glasallt, is said to have
been the home of the Owen family since 1508 (J&883, 80). Liwynwormwood in the northern part
of the area, now gone, was a later 18th centurjrgéonuse and home of the Williams family, also of
Dolgarreg and the second family of Myddfai paridbries 1987, 122). A small emparked area also lies
around Glansevin, at the southern end of the areiah had been the home of the Lloyd family since
the 16th century and was assessed at 8 heartli§ ih(dones 1987, 78); it is now a hotel. The
landscape within the area exhibits a varied patiéenclosures; those to the south are irreguldr an
may have been established by the early Post-Méddievend, while those to the north are more regular
and probably later in date. The landscape aroulgh@n and Liwywormwood was extensively
emparked in the 18th- and 19th-century with mueb-planting. Small-scale mining activity is
represented by Allt Rhydings and Paradise Lode|lsmopper/lead shafts in the north of the area, &and
lead/zinc shaft in the south of the area. Therebeas little recent development.

Description and essential historic landscape compents

Cilgwyn-LIwynwormwood character area lies acrosgi@e hilly ridge which trends southwest-
northeast on the south side of the Tywi valley leetwl landovery and Llangadog. The ridge rises
from approximately 60 m on the valley floor to amhe heights of over 180 m. The area is heavily
wooded. This consists of deciduous woodland orpstabley sides interspersed with and under-
planted by 20th century conifer plantations. Tremealso substantial conifer plantations on thgerid
crests. Although some of the deciduous woodlamaiabably ancient, especially that on the steeper
slopes, much has the appearance of 18th- or 19tiwyeplantations, part of the estate landscape.
There are several large estates or former estathe iarea. The mansion of one of the largest,
Cilgwyn, still exists, along with various assoctelict garden features, but the other main hatise
the area, Liwynwormwood is now a ruin. Dolgarred &wm-Rhuddan, two lessor major houses still
stand. Outside the wooded areas, the main landsymsesture. This has been divided into fields which
are large and fairly regular on higher levels, $enalnd more irregular at lower levels. Earth banks
with hedges form the boundaries to the fields,dmart from alongside roads and tracks hedges are in
very poor condition, especially so at higher elmrgtand are either overgrown or derelict. Wirectesn
provide most of the stock-proof boundaries. Mangdes have distinctive trees, and there are
individual trees and small clumps present acrosshnofithe area. Parkland is still present as at €wm
Rhuddan, but virtually the whole area seems to ha&en subjected to landscaping by the estategin th
18th- and 19th-century. Outside the major housessettlement pattern is of dispersed farms arer oth
dwellings. Farmhouses are substantial, stone-lygitierally 19th century in date and have a wide
range of stone outbuildings reflecting estate mamamt. Most farms have modern agricultural
buildings. Other dwellings are mostly 19th centcoytages or houses, usually in the vernacular,style
with a few 20th century buildings.

Recorded archaeology comprises a possible hillflorée metal mines, estate and parkland features,
and several unknown cropmark/earthwork/landforntufiess.

There are many distinctive buildings of which ttghlcentury Cilgwyn house and one of the
Liwynwormwood park lodges, from the 18th- or edBth-century in picturesque ‘estate’ Gothic style,



are Grade Il listed. Glansevin, from the 18th- aath-century with Classical features, is Grade Il
listed.

Mansions, parkland and woodland distinguish théaand mark it out from the neighbouring areas of
farms and small fields (Areas 208, 232, 234 and.235

Conservation priorities

Part of this area lies within the Brecon Beacongdsal Park. Historic landscape conservation
priorities must respect polices in the NationalkFRlan (1993) and the National Park Local Plan
(1995). The decay evident in some of the boundadghs is beginning to erode the historic character
of parts of this area,; this problem needs to beesdttd. Consideration should be given to the
management of the ancient broadleaf woodland. Héstarm buildings form an important component
in this landscape. Although most are in use aralgnod state of repair, some consideration may have
to be given as to how they can be best used/rarsgdaintained for future generations. Otherwise
maintain as existing.

CARMARTHENSHIRE: BLACK MOUNTAIN AND MYNYDD MYDDFAI

HISTORIC LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREA:
235 MAES-GWASTAD

GRID REFERENCE: SN 727290
AREA IN HECTARES: 500.30

Historic Background

An area southeast of the River Tywi which once fdrpart of Perfedd commote of Cantref Bychan,
which was invaded by the Anglo-Normans advancingifthe east under Richard Fitz Pons who
established aaput at Llandovery in 1110-16 (Rees n.d.). It was aaglisoon after by the Clifford
lords of Brecon as the Lordship of Llandovery. Hoer there were many episodes of Welsh rule and
the area retained native tenurial customs untietiné of the Medieval period when it was incorpadtate
into modern Carmarthenshire. Most of this charaatea formed part of thatria of Llangadog which
was acquired by the Bishops of St Davids in therlaBth century (Rees 1932). Medieval settlement
and formalised land-division is suggested from @laame evidence in other areas that lay within the
patria (eg. Area 207), and similarly the names withinaAB85 suggest the presence of former open
field strips, possibly belonging to the emergingdamh of Llangadog (Area 206), and a quillet oftsuc
enclosed strips appears to lie at the north ertden&rea. The motte-and-bailey castle at Castaliride
1.5 km southeast of Llangadog appears to belotitetearly, initial phase of Anglo-Norman
campaign. It was captured ‘by catapults and slibgsPrince Maelgwn ap Rhys in 1203 (Jones 1952,
82) after which it may have become disused; atrat®; it appears not to have influenced any
subsequent settlement. The area’s Post-Medievaligiuring which the Lordship of Llandovery was
held by the Vaughans of Golden Grove and lateEtdms of Cawdor (James n.d., 87), was dominated
by the gentry house at Glansevin which had beehdh®e of the Lloyd family since the 16th century
and was assessed at 8 hearths in 1670 (Jones78)8The dwelling itself, which is now a hotel die

in Area 228 but the home farm and mill lie in tbisaracter area. Glansevin-issa, just to the nisrth,
mentioned in 1634 when it was mortgaged for £100ettome part of the Dirleton estate in Area 201
(ibid.). The A4069 between Llangadog and Llandoverychifiborms the northwestern edge of the
character area, follows the line of a turnpike regul779 (Lewis 1971, 43). Recent development,
however, has been slight; a very small nucleatamdeveloped around the 19th century non-
conformist chapel at Sardis, off of the main rowthilst the northwest corner of the area, wheraris
into Llangadog (Area 206), has seen some 20th pedavelopment.

Description and essential historic landscape compents

Maes-gwastad character area occupies the wideyvldtar of the Afon Bran to the east of Llangadog.
It is relatively flat and lies between c. 60 m &Wm above sea level. It is essentially a landsoépe
improved pasture fields and dispersed farms. Figldsmedium- to large-sized and vary from the yairl
regular to the irregular. Some are strip-shapetic@ting enclosure from an open field system.



Boundaries are universally of earth banks toppél hédges. Hedges are very well maintained. The
area has an open appearance owing to the fadhthvatare few hedgerow trees and very little
woodland. The A4069 is a former turnpike; othertesiare local lanes and tracks. The settlement
pattern is one of dispersed farms. Farmhouseg@me-built, generally 19th century, two-storey and
three-bays, with examples in the vernacular traditis well as the more polite ‘Georgian’ style h19t
century outbuildings associated with the farmssaitestantial, as are modern agricultural buildings.

The recorded archaeology is dominated by the s¢tbedarthworks of the large, well preserved motte-
and-bailey castle at Castell Meurig. There are liso Age or Roman finds, the enclosed Medieval
open fields, and two unknown earthworks.

There are some distinctive buildings, but noneliated, including Glansevin Bridge, home farm and
mill, Glansevin-issa, a Sunday school, and furthifs and bridges.

This is not an easy area to define, as the neigifmpaharacter areas share similar traits. Howeter,
generally more wooded character and smaller fiekel af bordering areas (Areas 225, 228 and 207)
provide sufficient differences to draw a reasondialyd-edged boundary to this area.

Conservation priorities

There are few historic landscape conservation itigsrin this character area. Historic farm buifgn
form an important component in this landscape. &ltth most are in use and in a good state of repair,
some consideration may have to be given as to heydan be best used/reused and maintained for
future generations.

CARMARTHENSHIRE: TYWI VALLEY

HISTORIC LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREA:
257 LLANWRDA PARISH

GRID REFERENCE: SN 727352
AREA IN HECTARES: 2058.00

Historic Background

An area lying on the north-west side of the Tywilga During the historic period it lay within the
commote of Mallaen, the late Medieval parish ofrlada and the later hundred of Caeo (Rees 1932).
The commote was held of the independent Welsh hipdsf Cantref Mawr until the establishment of
the county of Carmarthen in 1284, and in this avaa subdivided into Gwestfa Llanwrda, probably
administered from Hys at Neuadd Llanwrda (Area 210), and Gwestfa Ystrauyd, probably
administered from Hys at Ystrad (Area 208). There is evidence for setteinfirom an early period; a
possible Iron Age hillfort lies within the area \ehthe Roman road from Carmarthen to Llandovery,
turnpiked in 1763-71{Lewis, 1971, 43) and now represented by the A4Qfaitly forms its south-
eastern edge. The road was probably the route takéme Anglo-Normans advancing from the east
under Richard Fitz Pons who establishedaut at Llandovery in 1110-16 (Rees n.d.) and subdued
Cantref Bychan to the south. This initial campaiggy be the context for the establishment of the
motte at Glan-Mynys, on the edge of the Tywi flolad it may, however, be an independent Welsh
foundation lying as it does in association with plessibldlys at Ystrad. There may be a Medieval
settlement site at Cwmdwr in the west of the aaed, a possible moated site lies just beyond the
northern edge. The present system of medium-largguilar fields suggests enclosure by the earlier
Post-Medieval period, by which time the presentguatof farms had probably developed. The
landscape is more-or-less unchanged from that t&ban the Llanwrda tithe map of 1837. There are
no villages within the area but there is an intiéngdate development at Siloh where an early 19th
century chapel and public house, on the drovingerrom Caeo to Llandovery which crosses the
northern part of the area, became the focii fanalknucleation. There has been little recent
development.

Description and essential historic landscape compents



This very large character area lies on the nortbiete of the Tywi valley and includes much of the
parish of Llanwrda. From the floodplain of the Tyatiapproximately 60m the land rises steeply to
over 130 m. To the north of this the area is charaed by rolling hills and small, steep-sidedeys
lying between 100 m and 230 m. It is essentialralscape of widely dispersed farms, small irregula
fields and scattered woodland. Boundaries to #iddiconsist of earth banks topped with hedgesr Ove
such a wide area there are differences in the nesnagt of hedgerows, but most are in good
condition, though there is a tendency for themaodme derelict at higher levels, and overgrown at
lower levels. Many of the hedges have distinctigdderow trees, and these together with the
numerous small stands of deciduous woodland (pdatiy distinctive on the steep valley sides) and
medium-sized conifer plantations lend a wooded @dpethe landscape. Farmland land-use is almost
entirely improved pasture, with very little rougtaging and rushy ground. There is no aggregate
settlement; the settlement pattern is dominatedispersed farms. Farmsteads are generally 19th
century, stone-built, two-store and three-bay. yeaver such a large area there is variation pety

but most are in the vernacular tradition, with fewgamples in the more polite ‘Georgian’ style. €ld
farm buildings are stone-built. There is a consabé variation in size and layout of these building
but mostly they are limited to one or two rangeg,with some larger more complex examples
arranged formally around a yard. Most farms havdemno agricultural buildings. There is virtually no
modern residential development. Apart from a B ravaith cuts across the northern part of this area
and which replaces the route of a Roman road frandovery to Pumsaint a little way to the north, al
transport links in this area are local and corfigénes, tracks and paths.

Recorded archaeology comprises a possible Ironhiifert, a Medieval settlement site, motte and
possible chapel site, and a possible signal stafiemknown date.

There are few distinctive buildings including Silahd Tabor chapels, a former public house,
dwellings, bridges and former mills.

To the north and west character areas have yat tiescribed, but here land rises into a seriesvof |
unenclosed and semi-enclosed hills. On other sidigdhbouring character areas (Areas 208, 214 and
215) have similar landscape components to this &exa there is a zone of change rather than a hard
edged boundary.

Conservation priorities

Most of the historic landscape components in theracter area are in a reasonable state of
preservation. However, the decay evident in sontheoboundary hedges is beginning to erode the
historic character of parts of this area; this pgobneeds to be addressed. Consideration should be
given to the management of the ancient broadleafifemd. Historic farm buildings form an important
component in this landscape. Although most aresenand in a good state of repair, some
consideration may have to be given as to how theybe best used/reused and maintained for future
generations. Otherwise maintain as existing



