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Archaeological Visit Recommended  
Ynys Hir contains a wide variety of archaeological remains incorporating a 
medieval motte, evidence of 19th century copper and lead mining and estate 
landscaping from the 17th to 19th centuries. In order to help with the assessment 
of management priorities, and enhance understanding the varied archaeological 
remains present, an archaeological visit is recommended. 



INTRODUCTION AND OBJECTIVES 

Historic landscape character & archaeological and historical content 

This application comprises numerous separate woodland parcels lying within the 
community of Ysgubor-y-coed, Cerdigion, just south of the Dyfi Estuary at the county 
borders with Gwynedd and Powys. The woodlands are centred on the mansion of Plas 
Ynys Hir. The landscape here is characterised by steep hills and narrow woodland 
outcrops situated along the naturally outcropping bedrock which follows the natural 
striations of the land. The area immediately to the east forms part of the Royal Society 
for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) Ynys Hir reserve which is recognised as being of 
both international and national importance.  

Ynys Hir has been a house of substance since at least the 17th century when it was 
home to one David Lloyd and then his son John. Of the early landscaping little now 
remains, although there seems to have been some formal planting of oaks, aligned 
with views of the house. The remains of these today comprise an avenue running 
north to the west of the mansion and another double row running east west across low 
land to the east of Cae'r berllan. In the 1850s and 1860s the woodland north of the 
house became a pleasure ground, laced with a network of footpaths margined with 
boulders of white quartzite. Later improvements in the 1880s saw a stepway rising 
west of the house which ultimately led to a timber summerhouse. A pheasantry is 
recorded in the wood to the north of the house. Specimen trees within the woodland 
north of the house include oak, beech, sweet chestnut, English yew, box, cherry and 
laurel, Rhododendron and butchers broom (after Palmer, David & Laidlaw 2004).  

Additional areas of woodland to the west occupy the valley floor within an area that 
was reclaimed from salt marsh, probably in the early post-medieval period. The 
extensive woodlands to the east and north of Ynys Hir include a mixture of long 
established deciduous woodland and commercial forestry plantations on the south side 
of the Llyfnant Valley. The landscape topography of this area is again, extremely 
undulating due to the nature of the underlying geology.  

The recorded archaeological content of the woodlands includes evidence of copper 
mining (PRNs 25800) and a lead level (PRN 63256). Tomen Las (PRN 4031; SAM 
CD100), a scheduled medieval motte overlooks a spur of high ground above the Dyfi, 
approximately one kilometre north of Ynys Hir.  



Hist o ri c E n vi r o n m e nt O bj e cti v es 

T h e p ur p os e of t h e m a n a g e m e nt is t o  

• E ns ur e t h e s ur vi v al of vi si bl e hist ori c f e at ur e s.  
• E ns ur e ar c h a e ol o gi c al d e p osit s b e n e at h t h e gr o u n d s urf a c e ar e n ot dist ur b e d.  
• Pr e v e nt pr o gr e ssi v e d e gr a d ati o n of hist ori c e n vir o n m e nt f e at ur e s b y pr o m oti n g 

s ym p at h eti c w o o dl a n d m a n a g e m e nt.  
• E ns ur e t h e l o n g-t er m pr e s er v ati o n of f e at ur e s a s s o ci at e d wit h hi st ori c 

w o o dl a n d.  
• M ai nt ai n or r e st or e t h e hi st ori c c o nfi g ur ati o n a n d vis u al c h ar a ct er of t h e 

hi st ori c l a n ds c a p e.  

 

G E N E R A L M A N A G E M E N T R E Q U I R E M E N T S 

All hi st o ri c e a rt h w o r ks, st r u ct u r e s, a r c h a e ol o gi c al si t e s a n d t r a diti o n al b uil di n gs 
m ust b e r et ai n e d a n d p r ot e ct e d a g ai nst d a m a g e. T h e f oll o wi n g list i d e ntifi e s 
t h os e Hi st o ri c E n vi r o n m e nt F e at u r e s aff e ct e d b y t hi s a p pli c ati o n a n d t h e 
a c c o m p a n yi n g m a p pi n g s h o w s e a c h of t h e s e a n d i d e ntifi e s a s e nsiti v e a r e a 
s u r r o u n di n g it. T h e s e s e nsiti v e a r e as m ust b e a cti v el y m a n a g e d f o r t h e lif e of t h e 
w o o dl a n d m a n a g e m e nt pl a n i n a c c o r d a n c e wit h t h e f oll o wi n g r e q ui r e m e nts, i n 
li n e wit h t h e F o r e st r y C o m mis si o n's F or e str y & A r c h a e ol o g y G ui d eli n e s, 1 9 9 5 .  

Pl a n ni n g   

• E ns ur e t h at n e w pl a nti n g a n d r e- pl a nti n g s c h e m e s ar e pl a n n e d t o a v oi d t h e 
s e nsiti v e ar e a s s urr o u n di n g hist ori c e n vir o n m e nt f e at ur e s. I d e all y t h e s e 
s e nsiti v e ar e a s s h o ul d n ot si m pl y b e l eft a s u n pl a nt e d isl a n ds i n ot h er wis e 
c o nti n u o us w o o dl a n d. W h er e v er p os si bl e t h e s e s e nsiti v e ar e a s s h o ul d b e 
i n c or p or at e d i nt o l ar g er b uff er z o n e s or cl e ari n gs t o f a cilit at e a c c e s s a n d 
o n g oi n g m a n a g e m e nt. S p e cifi c pl a nti n g s c h e m e s i n v ol vi n g hist ori c 
e n vir o n m e nt f e at ur e s s h o ul d b e dis c us s e d wit h C a m bri a Ar c h a e ol o g y at t h e 
pl a n ni n g st a g e.  

• I n ar e a s of gr a z e d w o o dl a n d, gr a zi n g r e gi m e s a n d st o c ki n g l e v el s s h o ul d b e 
a p pr o v e d b y C a m bri a Ar c h a e ol o g y pri or t o i m pl e m e nt ati o n. Si mil ar a p pr o v al 
s h o ul d als o b e s o u g ht pri or t o si g nifi c a nt c h a n g e s t o a gri c ult ur al r e gi m e s.  

• C o nsi d er ati o n s h o ul d b e gi v e n t o l e s s e ni n g t h e vis u al i m p a ct of n e w pl a nti n g 
o n  hi st ori c e n vir o n m e nt f e at ur e s a n d hist ori c l a n ds c a p e s.  

• C o nsi d er ati o n s h o ul d b e gi v e n t o all o wi n g / m ai nt ai ni n g p u bli c a c c e s s t o 
hi st ori c e n vir o n m e nt f e at ur e s i n w o o dl a n d w h er e t hi s is b ot h s af e a n d 
pr a cti c al. S p e cifi c a c c e s s a n d i nt er pr et ati o n s c h e m e s i n v ol vi n g hist ori c 
e n vir o n m e nt f e at ur e s s h o ul d b e dis c us s e d wit h C a m bri a Ar c h a e ol o g y at t h e 
pl a n ni n g st a g e.  

• E ns ur e c o ntr a ct ors a n d all ot h er w or k ers ar e a w ar e of t h e hi st ori c e n vir o n m e nt 
fe at ur e s a n d c o m pl y wit h t h e s e r e q uir e m e nts. T h e y s h o ul d t a k e a p pr o pri at e 
m e a s ur e s t o a v oi d a c ci d e nt al d a m a g e.  



Miti g ati o n   

• D o n ot pl a nt or r e- pl a nt tr e e s wit hi n t h e d efi n e d s e nsiti v e ar e a s s urr o u n di n g 
hi st ori c e n vir o n m e nt f e at ur e s wit h o ut t h e pri or a p pr o v al of C a m bri a 
Ar c h a e ol o g y.  

• D o n ot c arr y o ut a n y e x c a v ati o n or er e ct a n y n e w b uil di n g or str u ct ur e i n t h e 
vi ci nit y of hist ori c e n vir o n m e nt f e at ur e s wit h o ut t h e pri or a p pr o v al of C a m bri a 
Ar c h a e ol o g y.  

• D o n ot sit e n e w f e n ci n g or v e hi c ul ar tr a c ks wit hi n t h e s e nsiti v e ar e a s of 
h ist ori c e n vir o n m e nt f e at ur e s wit h o ut t h e pri or a p pr o v al of C a m bri a 
Ar c h a e ol o g y.  

• D o n ot r e m o v e a n y m at eri al fr o m t h e s e nsiti v e ar e a s of hi st ori c e n vir o n m e nt 
f eat ur e s or d e p osit s p oil or r u b bis h o n t h e m.  

• D o n ot st or e ti m b er or m a c hi n er y wit hi n t h e s e nsiti v e ar e a s of hist ori c 
e n vir o n m e nt f e at ur e s.  

• D o n ot us e h e a v y m a c hi n er y i n t h e s e nsiti v e ar e a s of hist ori c e n vir o n m e nt 
f eat ur e s, e s p e ci all y i n w et w e at h er.  

• D o n ot h ar v e st or ot h er wis e f ell tr e e s wit hi n t h e s e nsiti v e ar e a s of hist ori c 
e n vir o n m e nt f e at ur e s wit h o ut pri or di s c ussi o n wit h C a m bri a Ar c h a e ol o g y.  

• N o i ntr usi v e ar c h a e ol o gi c al i n v e sti g ati o n (s u c h a s e x c a v ati o n, fi el d- w al ki n g t o 
c o ll e ct s urf a c e fi n ds or m et al d et e cti n g) s h o ul d b e all o w e d wit h o ut t h e pri or 
a p pr o v al of C a m bri a Ar c h a e ol o g y, t o e ns ur e t h at s u c h w or k c o m pli e s wit h 
a p pr o pri at e g ui d a n c e - t h e I nstit ut e of Fi el d A r c h a e ol o gi st s C o d e of C o n d u ct 
a n d St a n d ar ds a n d G ui d a n c e , a n d t h e C o d e of Pr a cti c e f or R e s p o nsi bl e M et al 
D et e cti n g i n E n gl a n d a n d W al e s, 2 0 0 6 .  

P r o a cti v e m a n a g e m e nt   

• C o ntr ol s cr u b a n d n at ur all y r e g e n er ati n g tr e e s wit hi n t h e s e nsiti v e ar e a s of 
h ist ori c e n vir o n m e nt f e at ur e s. S u c h v e g et ati o n s h o ul d b e c ut off at gr o u n d 
l e v el wit h its r o ot s b ei n g l eft i n t h e gr o u n d r at h er t h a n p ull e d u p or d u g o ut. 
E ns ur e t h at m a c hi n er y d o e s n ot c a us e f urt h er di st ur b a n c e.  

• R e m o v e a n y d e a d or u nst a bl e tr e e s fr o m t h e vi ci nit y of hi st ori c e n vir o n m e nt 
f eat ur e s, l e a vi n g r o ots t o r ot i n sit u. E ns ur e t h at m a c hi n er y d o e s n ot c a us e 
f urt h er dist ur b a n c e.  

• W h er e a p pr o pri at e, u n d ert a k e r e g ul ar br a s hi n g of tr e e s wit hi n t h e s e nsiti v e 
ar e a s of hi st ori c e n vir o n m e nt f e at ur e s.  

• R e m o v e br a s h or ot h er d e a d v e g et ati o n fr o m t h e s e nsiti v e ar e a s of hi st ori c 
e n vir o n m e nt f e at ur e s wit h c ar e. E ns ur e t h at m a c hi n er y d o e s n ot c a us e f urt h er 
dist ur b a n c e.  

• W h er e v er pr a cti c a bl e, r e p air a n d r e us e ori gi n al hist ori c e n vir o n m e nt f e at ur e s, 
s u c h a s b o u n d ar y w alls, r at h er t h a n r e pl a c e t h e m. R e p airs s h o ul d b e 
u n o btr usi v e a n d w h er e p ossi bl e m a k e us e of a p pr o pri at e tr a diti o n al m at eri als 
a n d m et h o ds of c o nstr u cti o n. S c h e m e s of r e p air s h o ul d b e di s c uss e d wit h 
C a m bri a Ar c h a e ol o g y pri or t o i m pl e m e nt ati o n.  

L e gi sl ati o n a n d G ui d a n c e   

• S c h e d ul e d A n ci e nt M o n u m e nts ( S A M s)  h a v e st at ut or y pr ot e cti o n a n d 
c o ns e nt fr o m C a d w will b e r e q uir e d f or w or ks t o t h e s e m o n u m e nt s.  



• List e d b uil di n gs  ha v e st at ut or y pr ot e cti o n a n d p er mi ssi o n fr o m t h e L o c al 
Pl a n ni n g A ut h orit y will b e r e q uir e d f or s o m e w or ks. Li st e d st at us m a y al s o 
a p pl y t o b uil di n gs a n d str u ct ur e s wit hi n t h e c urtil a g e of a list e d b uil di n g.  

• Ar e a s of hist o ri c p a r kl a n d  of n ati o n al i m p ort a n c e ar e i n cl u d e d o n t h e 
C a d w/I C O M O S R e gist e r of P ar k s a n d G ar d e ns of S p e ci al Hi st ori c I nt e r e st i n 
W al e s . T h er e ar e als o m a n y n o n-r e gist er e d p ar ks of l e ss er q u alit y b ut w hi c h, 
n e v ert h el e s s, f or m a n i m p ort a nt c o m p o n e nt i n t h e hist ori c e n vir o n m e nt a n d 
r e q uir e a p pr o pri at e m a n a g e m e nt.  

• A n u m b er of h ist o ri c l a n ds c a p e s  ar e r e gist er e d i n t h e C a d w/I C O M O S/ C C W 
R e gist e r s of O ut st a n di n g a n d S p e ci al L a n ds c a p e s of Hist ori c I nt e r e st i n 
W al e s .  

• T h e r e p orti n g of a r c h a e ol o gi c al fi n ds  arri si n g fr o m w o o dl a n d w or k m ust 
c o m pl y wit h t h e Tr e as ur e A ct, 1 9 9 6 . G ui d a n c e o n t his a n d o n t h e r e p orti n g of 
ot h er p o rt a bl e a nti q uiti e s  c a n b e f o u n d o n t h e P ort a bl e A nti q uiti e s S c h e m e 
w e bsit e ( htt p:// w w w.fi n ds. or g. u k).  

S c h e d ul e d a n d li st e d sit e s a n d r e gist e r e d ar e as ar e i d e ntifi e d as s u c h b el o w.   
 
 



HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT FEATURES 

A search of the regional Historic Environment Record (HER) held by Cambria 
Archaeology has identified the following historic environment features. These are 
listed and described below and are shown on the accompanying map. Each feature is 
allocated a unique reference number (a Primary Record Number - PRN) that should 
be quoted in any correspondence.  

Each site listed must be managed in accordance with the General Management 
Requirements outlined above. Where sites require specific management this is 
set out below. These Specific Management Requirements are in addition to and 
(in the case of conflict) take precedence over the General Management 
Requirements.  

PRN 4031  TOMEN LAS Medieval motte  SN68729687  

Scheduled Ancient Monument. Tree covered motte on the end of a spur of higher ground extending 
into the Dyfi. The motte is surrounded on three sides by a rock-cut ditch and on its fourth side by 
marsh. A possible bailey lies to its north, outside the area of scheduling. Recent visits to the site by the 
Cadw Field Monument Warden described it as being quite bracken covered with a few ageing and 
fallen trees within the area.  

 
The following Specific Management is required.  
This site is a Scheduled Ancient Monument. Contact Cadw for management advice.  

PRN 25800  YNYS-HIR Post Medieval copper 
mine  

SN679956  

"Old shafts" are identified here on the Ordnance Survey 1st edition map (1888). Not easily identified 
when visited as part of the Cambrian Mountains Metal Mines Project in 1988.  

PRN 63261  CAE'R BERLLAN Post Medieval well  SN68289632  

A well is identified at this location on the Ordnance Survey 1st edition map (1888). Present condition 
unknown. It is not shown on the recent Ordnance Survey mapping.  

PRN 63262   Post Medieval pheasantry  SN68229621  

Identified on the Ordnance Survey 1st edition (1888). Present condition unknown.  

 

PRN 63263  PLAS-YNYS-HIR Post Medieval summer 
house  

SN67979579  

The Ordnance Survey 1st edition map (1888) identified a summer house at this location. Present 
condition unknown.  

 



PRN 63264  EINON COTTAGES Post Medieval well  SN68689527  

A well is recorded at this location on the Ordnance Survey 2nd edition map (1905). Present condition 
unknown. It is no longer shown on the recent Ordnance Survey mapping.  

PRN 63265   Post Medieval building?; 
sheepfold?  

SN71469709  

A rectangular feature, measuring approximately 11m by 6m is marked in outline on the Ordnance 
Survey 1st edition map (1888). Its status is uncertain. Possible explanations could include a disused 
building or a sheep fold.  

PRN 63266   Post Medieval level  SN71599723  

An "old level", shown on the Ordnance Survey 1st edition map (1888). It is no longer marked on the 
recent Ordnance Survey mapping.  

 

Sources consulted:  
Maps  
Ordnance Survey 1st edition map 1888 Pembrokeshire Sheet 02.02, 25"  
Ordnance Survey 1st edition map 1888 Pembrokeshire Sheet 02.05, 25"  
Ordnance Survey 1st edition map 1905 Pembrokeshire Sheet 02.09, 25"  
 
Other Sources  
Burt, R., Waite, P. & Burnley, R. The Mines of Cardiganshire. The Department of Economic History 
University of Exeter in association with The Northern Mine Research Society.  
Palmer, C., David, P. & Laidlaw, R. 2004 Historic Parks and Gardens in Ceredigion. WHGT 
Ceredigion  
Page, N. & Scott, S. 1998 Coastal Survey 1997-8 The Dyfi Estuary Ceredigion. Unpublished report by 
Cambria Archaeology for Cadw.  
 
 

Other sites may be known to the landowner and these should be made known to 
Cambria Archaeology in order to update the Regional Historic Environment Record 
and where necessary amend management advice.  
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