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ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION OF LAND AT LLAINFRCONFELEN, BRYNHOFF-
NANT, CEREDIGION

Introduction

The site is subject to an outline planning application for two
dwellings (Ceredigion District Council ref. mno. Di. 93.1142).
Following advice from the Curatorial Section, Dyfed Archaeoclogi-
cal Trust, the Local Planning Authority, in accordance with Welsh
Office Planning Policy Guidance 16 (PPG 16: Archaeology and
Planning, November 19292), requested that the applicant secure an
archaeological evaluation of the site. The purpose of the evalua-
tion was to provide the Planning Authority with sufficient infor-
mation to assess the likely impact of the proposed development
upon the archaeology of the site and take this into account as a
material consideration in the determination of the application.
The Trust's Curatorial Section provided a specification for the
evaluation. Following this the applicant commissioned the Trust's
own Field Section to carry out the work.

Site Location and Dbescription

The sites lies on the eastern side of the B4334 approximately
120m south-west of the cross roads at Brynhoffnant (Fig. 1). The
site is under improved pasture. The frontage of the site is
defined by a hedgebank and the south-west and north-east sides by
fences (Fig. 2). The site is flat. The site had been used, up to
about 40 or 50 years ago as an agricultural scrap yard.

Archaeological Interest

The application area contains the site of an archaeological
monument, registered as site 1370 (National Grid Reference
SN33105119) on the Sites and Monuments Record maintained by the
Dyfed Archaeclogical Trust. The site is recorded as a round
barrow, a bronze age burial monument. It was first recorded by S
R Meyrick History and Antiguities of the County of Cardigan,
1808, p209, part of a group called the Four Graves. Meyrick
described the barrow as 'a large carnedd' or heap of stones. By
the time of the first edition of the Ordnance Survey 1:2500 map
of 1887 the monument is marked as ‘'Cairn (site of)'.

Methodology

Three machine-dug trenches were dug down to the top of the sub-
soil using a 1.6m wide toothless ditching bucket under the direc-
tion of a professional archaeologist. The resulting surfaces were
hand-cleaned, planned, photographed and described. It was not
possible to relate the trenches to Ordnance Datum as the nearest
bench mark to the site has been removed.



The Excavations

As this was an evaluation and not complete excavation the pre-
sumed centre of the cairn as recorded by the Ordnance Survey was
not examined; this ensured that putative central grave would not
be disturbed. Topsocil was 0.26 to 0.30m thick and comprised a
mid- to dark-brown clay-loam with a scattering of small- and
medium-sized angular stones. There was no indication of the cairn
or cairn material in the topsoil or subsoil. Subsoil consisted of
a light yellowish-brown clay loam through to a bright orange clay
loam. Shattered stone was present in the subsocoil and patches of
iron panning were noted. Because of the level nature of the site
and the lack of relief in the subsoil the profiles cof the tren-
ches are not reproduced here as they contain no relevant informa-
tion. No finds were discovered in the course of the excavations.
Four features were revealed and recorded in the trenches (Fig 3}:

1. A gully, im wide and 0.20m deep, running NE-SW lay the south-
west arm of the excavation. It was filled with a yellowish-brown
clay loam with a circa 20% content of medium- to large-size
stones and occasional flecks of charcoal (Fig.3, Section A).

2. A circular pit about 0.50m in diameter and 0.26m deep. Vertic-
ally sided and flat-bottomed. Its fill comprised a mixture of
dark brown clay-loam and grey clay with a scatter of smaller
stones and flecks of charcoal. A large piece of guartz and a
large angular stone in the fill indicate that this feature was a
probably post hole.

3. A circular pit about 0.70m in diameter and 0.20m deep with
steeply sloping sides and an irregqularly-shaped base. Possible
disturbed by animal burrows. Its fill consists of a dark brown
clay-loam with a scatter of small stones and charcoal flecks.
Three large stones evident in the upper part of the fill have
been disturbed by ploughing. This feature seems to have been a

post hole.

4, Three stakeholes each about 60mm diameter. They were not
excavated but it was noted that their f£ills contained a high
propoxrtion of charcoal.

Summary and Conclusions

No trace of the burial cairn was found. The four archaeological
features recorded could not be dated. Features 2 and 3 are likely
to be of recent date. The function and date of the gully, feature
1, is unclear. It is possible that it may have been a ring-ditch
surrounding the cairn. However, for this to be the case the
position of the cairn as located by the Ordnance Survey must be
inaccurate as the gully would seem to indicate a ring-ditch lying
between the excavations and road.



Excavation Archive

The excavation archive consists of two sheets of plans, sections
and profiles, miscellaneous site notes, 8 x 35mm colour slides, 8
x 35mm black and white photographs. There were no finds.



e o J
9669 { 332, ' | / . i
1-785ha \ , 3 . 1469 1o Poprotuced fiom " - - [ ~fedarca Survet | ... . -[

4-41 105 ha itk st - L~ g
\ \ /. 2440 Tol e e 3968 -

TANTAIX
PR S 1

Ganteofler of JHi \‘Et[nst; s H
Crown Copyrighs Heg qvald
Ceredipion Digiir: "I wnef nt

1350
1-BB6ha
466

2856
1-530ha
318

9151
1-926ha
476

i oM
i 24200

> 3244

1343 ' 534ha
1-720ha / Om Y32
125

Jyv-mierl

/ - . ; . 39360—
0234 e ; -3 : ; -283ha

“42{ha ; ‘ i 70
1-D4 .

Capet
Bryn Morish P $
(ndecpendent 2‘5’9%?5?;3-‘

2921
R 1-B53ha
U ‘ . . A58
“465ha
1-1s

1-012ha ‘ 1:2500

250

Figure 1

-3'iﬂha s Tl ) . : 3200
B6 A Jha il 2830

™m




B 4334

10 15m

Hedgebank

Fence

Approx
depth of
application

area.

- -i— Cairn

(Site of)

Figure 2



Section A
0 0-5 10m
L { f L] 1 1 1 1 1 ] 1
SE Section A NW
+ +
IllHl | j\ l‘ll | IF
\ S o .2 557
Topsoil .q e c::‘b >

Yellowish brown clay loam fill

Charcoal flecks

Figure 3






