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I nt r o d u cti o n 
 
T h e  f ar m w as visit e d i n M ar c h 2 0 0 8 at t h e r e q u est of t h e Tir G of al Pr oj e ct 
Offi c er t o a d dr ess s p e cifi c m a n a g e m e nt iss u es o n t his f ar m. I n p arti c ul ar: 

• T h e r est or ati o n of p ar kl a n d ass o ci at e d wit h t h e 1 9 t h c e nt ur y a n d 
e a rli er m a nsi o ns of D ol g arr e g.  

• T h e r est or ati o n of s o m e tr a diti o n al b uil di n gs wit hi n t h e f ar mst e a d 
(r e-r o ofi n g, d o or r est or ati o n). 

 
T h e ai m of t his r e p ort is t o m a k e a n ass ess m e nt of t h es e iss u es i n or d er t o 
pr o vi d e m a n a g e m e nt r e c o m m e n d ati o ns t o b e i n c or p or at e d i nt o t h e Tir 
G of al M a n a g e m e nt Pl a n.  T his r e p ort is n ot i nt e n d e d t o ass ess t h e 
str u ct ur al c o n diti o n or st a bilit y of a n y gi v e n sit e.  
 



1. R e c o m m e n d ati o ns f o r p a r kl a n d r est o r ati o n 
t h r o u g h t h e Ti r G of al s c h e m e 
 
D e s c ri pti o n 
P e n y b a n c t o d a y i n c or p or at es s o m e of t h e f or m er l a n ds of D ol g arr e g, i n cl u di n g m u c h 
of its p ar kl a n d. 
 
T h e gr o u n ds as d e pi ct e d o n t h e tit h e ( 1 8 4 0) a n d Or d n a n c e S ur v e y m a ps ( 1 8 8 7) 
c o m prisi n g o p e n gr assl a n d p u n ct u at e d b y s c att er e d i n di vi d u al tr e es a n d o c c asi o n al 
cl u m ps. Mi x e d pl a nt ati o ns s hr o u d t h e h o us e a n d w o o d e d sl o p es b e hi n d, pr o vi di n g a 
w o o d e d b a c k dr o p.  
 
T h e ar e a r et ai ns a p ar kl a n d f e el t o d a y wit h its o p e n c h ar a ct er l ar g el y i nt a ct a n d a f e w 
i n di vi d u al n ati v e a n d e x oti c p ar kl a n d tr e es r e m ai ni n g. It is n oti c e a bl e h o w e v er t h at a 
n u m b er of tr e es h a v e b e e n l ost, w hilst ot h ers m a y b e r e a c hi n g t h e e n d of t h eir n at ur al 
li v es.  

F ut ur e m a n a g e m e nt s h o ul d a d dr ess h o w b est t o m ai nt ai n t h e hist ori c c o nfi g ur ati o n 
a n d vis u al c h ar a ct er of t h e p ar kl a n d. T h e a p pli c a nt h as a gr e e d t o c arr y o ut p ar kl a n d 
r est or ati o n i n s e v er al of t h e fi el ds w hi c h fri n g e t h e m ai n dri v e (I ds. 2 0 1 4, 2 0 1 7, 2 0 5 3, 
2 0 5 4 o n Or d n a n c e S ur v e y 1 st e diti o n). 

 

T ir G of al m a n a g e m e nt r e c o m m e n d ati o n s: 

1. T a k e c ar e t o m ai nt ai n o p e n vist as wit hi n t h e p ar kl a n d. D o n ot pl a nt n e w 
h e d g er o ws al o n g f e n c e li n es wit hi n t h e p ar kl a n d. 

2. Pl a nt r e pl a c e m e nt p ar kl a n d tr e es.  
• T h e 2 5 i n c h 1 st e diti o n Or d n a n c e S ur v e y m a p is m ost a p pr o pri at e a n d 

a c c ur at e m a p t o b e us e d as t h e b as eli n e f or a n y f ut ur e r est or ati o n of t h e 
p ar kl a n d. P ositi o ns of p ar kl a n d tr e es s h o ul d f oll o w as cl os el y as 
p ossi bl e t h e pl a nti n g s c h e m e r e pr es e nt e d o n it ( Or d n a n c e S ur v e y 
1 8 8 7). 

• Tr e e s p e ci es s h o ul d b e b as e d o n t h e e vi d e n c e of s p e ci es r e pr es e nt e d i n 
t h e p ar kl a n d.  N o o n e s p e ci es s h o ul d d o mi n at e.   

• It m a y b e p ossi bl e t o pr o vi d e f urt h er a d vi c e o n a p pr o pri at e tr e e s p e ci es 
f oll o wi n g c o ns ult ati o n wit h t h e W els h Hist ori c G ar d e ns Tr ust or ot h er 
p ar ks a n d g ar d e n s p e ci alists at a l at er d at e. 



 

Facing east across the parkland. A few of the original historic plantings remain. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2. Recommendations for traditional building 
restoration through the Tir Gofal scheme.  
 
Description 
The farmstead of Pen-y-banc is centred on NGR SN73953174, situated in a sheltered 
location on the south side of the Tywi Valley. Its precise origins are uncertain 
although it is named by the time the Ordnance Surveyors Drawings were published 
(1805-12), and recorded on the tithe map (1838), though not in sufficient detail to 
clarify its early development. What is certain however is that the present layout was 
already established when the Ordnance Survey 1st edition was published in 1887 when 
a number of buildings are shown loosely based around a central L-plan arrangement 
with the east end of the yard left open.  
 
The farmstead is a typical example of a medium sized mixed farm of the Tywi Valley 
and retains good historic character. Buildings are of stone and slate construction, often 
with whitewashed walls. Doors and widow openings generally have stone heads or 
wooden lintels with doors painted black, or later pitched. The buildings within the 
group are generally well maintained and in a weatherproof condition.  
 
On the north side, enclosed by a stone garden wall, is a substantial farmhouse with 
massive left end chimney, with a four bay facade and a columned porch offset slightly 
to the right. A second doorway is in the lower pine end, past the chimney breast. The 
house possibly represents a Georgian remodelling of an older residence. 
 
Adjoining the farmhouse to the left (west) is a long, whitewashed threshing barn, 
stable/ hayloft range with high barn doors, which are characteristic of the region.  
 
At right angles on the west side of the yard is a whitewashed single storey cow house 
and lofted carthouse range. This building is adjoined by a small open fronted shelter 
shed, possibly originally for young stock down-the-slope to the south.  
 
Opposite the house, on the south side of the yard, is a carthouse/ granary building 
with red brick dressings to door and window openings suggesting that this is probably 
the most recent building within the group. 
 



Ti r G of al m a n a g e m e nt r e c o m m e n d ati o n s: 
F ut ur e m a n a g e m e nt s h o ul d a d dr ess h o w b est t o m ai nt ai n t h e c h ar a ct er of t h e 
f ar mst e a d gr o u p as a w h ol e. T h e l a n d o w n er h as s u g g est e d c arr yi n g o ut r e p airs t o t h e 
r o of of t h e c o ws h e d, a n d r e p airi n g t h e r e ar t hr es hi n g d o or t o t h e b ar n.  
 
R e- r o ofi n g 
T h e r o of of t h e c o w h o us e is i n n e e d of att e nti o n wit h s o m e of t h e sl at es h a vi n g 
b e c o m e dis pl a c e d. 

• M ai nt ai n t h e ori gi n al r o of wit h p at c h r e p airs w h er e p ossi bl e. C ar ef ull y m at c h 
t h e ori gi n al m at eri als us e d. 

• R et ai n a n y ori gi n al d et ail i n a n y r e p airs ( e g. t h e st yl e of t h e ri d g e til es or t h e 
disti n cti v e li n e of sl at es h u n g u n d er t h e e a v es). 

 
D o o r r e p ai rs 
T h e b ar n d o ors ar e ori gi n al b ut ar e i n n e e d of r est or ati o n. T h e d o ors s h o ul d b e 
r e p air e d t o t h e s a m e f or m at as t h e ori gi n al d esi g n, or r e n e w e d if r e p air is n ot 
pr a cti c all y p ossi bl e. T h e y ar e e q u all y si z e d pl a n k c o nstr u cti o n wit h a r e m o v a bl e 
c e ntr e p ost a n d w o o d e n l at c h es, p ai nt e d bl a c k o n t h e e xt eri or. 
 

• If pr a cti c all y p ossi bl e r e p airs s h o ul d b e c arri e d o ut i nst e a d of w h ol es al e 
r e pl a c e m e nt.   

• W h e n r e p air is n ot p ossi bl e, r e pl a c e m e nt f e at ur es m ust b e m o d ell e d o n t h e 
ori gi n als, usi n g t h e s a m e m at eri als a n d m et h o ds of c o nstr u cti o n.   S a w n pl ai n 
pi n e  pl a n ks of t h e s a m e wi dt h s h o ul d b e us e d ( pr ef er a bl y i n a g o o d q u alit y 
pi n e  s u c h as D o u gl as Fir). 

• D o or f ur nit ur e s u c h as ori gi n al hi n g es, l at c h es et c. s h o ul d als o b e r e- us e d 
w h er e v er p ossi bl e a n d if n ot s h o ul d b e r e pl a c e d o n a li k e-f or-li k e b asis. 

• W h er e v er p ossi bl e hist ori c fi nis h es s h o ul d b e r et ai n e d. P a yi n g p arti c ul ar 
att e nti o n t o a n y “ est at e c ol o urs ” as a p pr o pri at e. I n t his i nst a n c e bl a c k p ai nt is 
t h e a p pr o pri at e fi nis h.  



 

 
The doors have been subjected to repairs in the past. 
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Extract from Ordnance Survey 1st edition map (1887) 

 


