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Pengelli Forest, Eglwyswrw, Pembrokshire; a review of existing historic,
cartographic and archaeological sources

Introduction

Pengelli forest, including Pant-Teg Wood (central point ¢.NGR SN 132 390), lies in
Northern Pembrokeshire to the northwest of the village, and within the community of,
Eglwyswrw. The woodland is one of, if not the largest block of semi-natural
woodland in southwest Wales, containing an exceptional variety of woodland types
with numerous scarce woodland plants and animals. Most of the site is owned and
managed as a nature reserve by the Wildlife Trust of South & West Wales.

This report is designed to provide a review of the existing historical information about
the forest. The objective of this review is to inform the preparation of a project
proposal for a more detailed programme of the archaeclogical assessment and survey.
The report was prepared by Cambria Archaecology Heritage Management section in
March 2004 on behalf of Pembrokeshire Coast National Park.

Brief backeround

A significant amount of information exists about Pengelli Forest and it has been
described as the most well researched forest in west Wales. The most significant
recent document is a Nature Reserve Description and Management Plan that was
prepared in 1986 by John Comont on behalf of the West Wales Trust for Nature
Conservation. This study collated a large amount of historical information regarding
the forest and gives a good detailed account of woodland development and
management.

The first mention of woodland in the area comes from the 14" and 15" centuries when
wood from Pengelli was used for building, although the bounds of the forest at this
time are unknown. At this time it is likely that the woodlands in the area would have
also been used as hunting reserves as well as sources of firewood, pannage, pasture,
honey, hawks, bark, charcoal, fruits berries, nuts, wood ash and dyestuffs.

The history of the woodland benefits from the fact that it was owned in the late 16™
century by the Pembrokeshire historian George Owen of Henllys and he provided a
detailed description of the forest in 1594, It is clear from his description that many of
the earlier woodland practices were still evident. He talks of pasturage and pannage,
as well as honey and herbage, cockshoots and the breeding of hawks. Demand for fuel
wood, charcoal and bark for tanning also probably remained high. At this time Owen
describes the forest as ‘about 500 acres enclosed with quicksett and pale rounde
about’.

Some of the farms surrounding the forest have a long history. These include Court,
first mentioned in the 13™ century and home to some of the Fitzmartin family, the
ruling Norman family of Cemaes. Berllan was first mentioned in the 14" century and
Penpedwast was first mentioned in the 15" century. Land was no doubt reclaimed
from the forest by these farms that would also have used the woodland for pasture,
fuel, building material etc. Other farms, established later, such as Pant-Teg (1779) and



Ffynnon Haiarn (19lh century) are known to have enclosed former woodland. A
document records the establishment of Pant-Teg and a leat, visible within the woods,
leads to this farm. There are also records of a quarry within the forest by the 18
century.

The current boundary of the forest appears to have been established by the 19"
century. The later 19" century may have seen a decline in the demand for charcoal but
bark and timber was still in high demand. This probably reached a peak during WWI
when much of the forest was decimated. The early 20" century also saw the
construction of rail and tram lines, winches, pulleys and more trackways to facilitate
the felling process. The later 20" century has seen somewhat of a reversal, with little
or no exploitation of the woodland.

A review of available sources

Pengelli Forest: Nature Reserve Description and Management Plan, 1986 - John
Comont

This detailed survey includes a description of the history of the forest from the
prehistoric period until the present day. The period from 7000 BC to the beginning of
middle ages is examined by summarising the general history of woodland in Britain
known in this period from historical and archaeological sources. However, none of
these sources are related specifically to Pengelli forest or the surrounding area. The
report then brings together the small amounts of information known on the forest and
this area from the medieval period, namely the typical uses of the woodland as well as
land ownership and any relevant references.

The name of Pengelli is then examined, what it refers to and its antiquity. The extent
of the forest and its boundaries from the 13" century to 1984 is then considered. For
the main part this is conjecture, although the history of the surrounding farms are
examined as possible influences on the forest boundary. George Owen is highlighted
as a valuable source with his description of the forest in the late 16™ century. The
possible boundary of the forest at this time is then traced. A document from 1779 on
the creation of Pant-Teg farm is also examined and the implications of this on the
boundaries and development of the forest. Other relevant historical references are also
examined from the post-medieval period, with references to the fields that were
created within the forest (now mostly forming the southern edge of Pant-Teg wood).
The early history of Pant-Teg and Ffynnon Haiarn farms are also examined as they
had obvious impacts of the woodland.

Aerial photographs and early map sources are then examined in relation specifically
to Pengelli Forest and Pant-Teg wood. This describes the features shown, boundaries,
woodland cover and implications about the use of the land. Reproduction of these
maps and annotated maps from aerial photography are also included. Census returns,
tithe schedules and other document are then used to give a brief history of
surrounding farms, although this provides little more then a list of occupants and
periods of occupation.



Woodland management to the early 19" century is examined, again largely based on
George Owen. This includes a detailed section on management, ownership and
activities within the woodland. It also draws on other sources relating to the forest,
many references are quoted in full and commented upon, adding to a detailed history
of this period. Important activities such as charcoal burning are also examined in
greater detail and known sites within Pant-Teg wood are noted. The next section deals
with the history and management of the forest from 1800 to the present day. Again
this is a richly detailed section drawing on all the relevant sources relating to Pengelli
Forest. This details activities undertaken within the forest, its importance, its changing
appearance and annotated maps are provided to illustrate some of these events.
Finally, as an appendix, a history of the 20" century forest is illustrated by a series of
notes from oral histories collected in 1984.

This report is a detailed study, and has drawn together all the known historical sources
relating to the forest. It is an invaluable source for the history of the woodland, most
especially of the post-medieval period, providing a clear picture of activities and
management within the forest during this time. Because there are no earlier sources
relating directly to Pengelli Wood, the medieval history of the woodland is expressed
mainly in general terms. However, the report does not attempt to fully integrate the
history of the surrounding area despite the fact that the woodland lies on the border of
many important prehistoric sites, such as Castell Henllys hillfort, and medieval
centres such as Eglwyswrw. The significance of these important sites on the woodland
and vice versa, as well as a general examination of the earlier historic/prehistoric
landscape is not examined other then by passing reference. Even during the detailed
examination of the post-medieval period the focus is centred on activity within the
forest. Information connecting the forest to its greater surrounding historic landscape
could greatly compliment this work. On some of the maps within the report, sites are
sketched on, including charcoal burning platforms, leat and ponds within Pant-Teg
wood. Other sites such as the early 20" century train lines and winch lines are roughly
marked on and many of the other sites mentioned within the text are not accurately
located spatially. All these issues could be addressed though a walk-over survey.

Aerial photography

Aerial Photographs can often provide an opportunity to identify archaeological or
potential archaeological features many of which may be invisible on the ground. A
number of aerial photographs have been carefully examined and interpreted during the
course of the report produced by John Comont outlined above. There may be other
photographs available from other sources that might also contain information.

Maps

Historic maps are useful for the identification of archaeological and historical features
that may no longer be visible. They might also provide additional information on
know archaeological and historic sites. They can also provide information on
changing boundaries, field systems, trackways and land-use.



Ordinance Survey Maps - These provide a detailed source of information on past
landscapes. The earliest maps are the original surveyors drawings and OS old series
maps from the 1810s. These are often the earliest cartographic evidence we have of
the areas. However, they are created at a large scale and show only main settlements,
route ways and other distinctive landscape features like forests, rivers and hills. These
maps have been reproduced in John Comont’s report. The 1% edition OS maps are far
more detailed, produced in this area by 1891. They include both a 6” scale and a 257
scale, providing much detail on field boundaries, building layouts, roads, trackways
and footpaths and many other visible features. They even give a broad indication of
the type of woodland within Pengelli forest. The 2™ edition OS maps for this area
were published in 1907/8 and further detailed editions were published throughout the
20™ century, providing useful information on the changing landscape.

Tithe Maps - Maps of Eglwyswrw and neighbouring parishes date from the 1840s.
These are not as detailed as the OS maps, but show field boundaries, buildings and
other obvious features such as rivers, streams and trackways etc. They also provide
details on land ownership and field names that can be invaluable. The tithe map of
Eglwyswrw parish dates from 1841 and shows the extent of the current forest, noting
boundaries within the forest. Surrounding field boundaries are also shown, named and
briefly described. Buildings are shown, as are the main routeways, rivers and streams.
Land ownership is also marked. The forest lies near the border of Nevern Parish, this
tithe map dates from 1843 showing the same information for surrounding fields and
farmsteads etc.

Estate maps - 18" and 19" century estate maps can vary in detail but can be equally
useful. Pengelli has no estate maps although a map of Eglwyswrw parish does exist
from 1822. The map is not particularly detailed but it does illustrate the outline of the
wooded area and the field boundaries around the whole parish. Many individual
buildings are also marked, as are the major route ways through the parish.

All of these map sources have used to inform John Comont’s report and described in
detail. However, they were examined only in relation to the forest itself. They would
still be invaluable in examining the wider historic Iandscape.

Other Historical Sources

These are various references, some fleeting, others more detailed, mainly from the
post-medieval period, and increasing in frequency the more recent they get. These can
provide useful insights into aspects of the woodland. Again, all these sources have
been examined in John Comont’s report and need not require re-examination.

The most important of these sources in the work of George Owen, an historian writing
in the last years of the 16™ century. He is a particularly useful source for the history of
Pembrokeshire and this area of Wales in general. Because he lived in the nearby farm
of Henllys and he was the landowner of the forest, his accounts provide detailed
descriptions of its extent and activities associated with it during that period. Again,
this is examined and often quoted in John Comont’s report, detailing all the
appropriate references. It is doubtful if a re-examination of this source would provide
any further insight.



Archaeological Databases (Appendix 1)

Sites and Monumenis Record; Cambria Archaeology holds a database of records of
archaeological sites within southwest Wales, in the form of a Sites and Monuments
Record. This did not feature in John Comont’s report. However, very few specific
sites are known about within the forest boundaries. Those sites that are known,
including now deserted farmsteads, are mentioned within the report. An assessment of
the sites within the immediate vicinity of the current forest and in the surrounding
landscape, could provide a useful context for the development of the woodland.

National Monuments Record; The Royal Commission of Ancient and Historic
Monuments in Wales also hold a database of important archaeological sites
throughout Wales. This includes several sites that lie around the edges of Pengelli
forest. A table of RCAHMW sites in the area around the forest is included in
Appendix | and the site sites are indicated on Map 1.

Scheduled Ancient Monuments (SAM’s) and listed buildings; There include
archaeological sites that are considered of national importance or buildings of
architectural or historic importance. Again several of these sites lie within the vicinity
of Pengelli forest, and a table is included in Appendix 1. Further information is held
by CADW.

Historic Landscape Characterisation/Landmap (Appendices 2 and 3)

Many areas of Wales are being included in the Register of Landscapes of Historic
Interest in Wales. This non-statutory designation aims to help recognise and raise
awareness of the importance and wealth of the historic fabric of the Welsh landscape.
Pengelli forest lies against the northern boundary of Eglwyswrw Historic Landscape
Characterisation Area that is included within the Preseli Landscape of Qutstanding
Historic Interest. The description of the Eglwyswrw area provides an important
overview of the historic landscape in this area, and is included as Appendix 2.
Information is also being prepared on other areas in the vicinity of Pengelli Forest,
known as Landmap areas. A map showing the boundaries of these areas is included to
the rear and a brief summary of the information held is included as Appendix 3.

Suggestions for further work

Landscape assessment - It is unlikely that any further desk-based assessment for
Pengelli Forest itself would be able to add any further useful information to that
collected by John Comont. This report already provides a comprehensive review of
the historical and cartographic information for the development of the forest.
However, this work could be complimented by a wider assessment of the sites in the
vicinity of the forest that clearly influenced its development and exploitation. This
wider landscape study could help to provide a context for the development of the
woodland.



Walk-over survey - The Comont report also makes specific reference to many of the
activities that would have been undertaken in the forest including charcoal burning,
tree felling, coppicing, bark stripping, pasturage and water management. Evidence for
some of these activities, such as charcoal burning platforms, leats and ponds, should
be identifiable on the ground. It is suggested that a walk-over survey of the woodland
might assist in the identification of new sites and allow an assessment of their nature,
extent and significance. This would help in inform current and future management of
the woodland. Careful consideration would have to be given to the methodology
employed in such a survey. Ideally, such a survey should involve the systematic
walking of transects at specified intervals with the location of sites identified using a
GPS. However, the dense vegetation cover over parts of the forest might reduce
visibility and restrict access and might preclude such a systematic approach in all
areas. A more pragmatic approach in such areas might be to take advantage of the
multitude of trackways and footpaths that exist throughout the woodland. In either
case such a survey would need to be undertaken during the autumn or winter months
when vegetation levels are at their lowest.
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Appendix 2 — Egwsyswrw character area (see Map 2) on the Preseli area of the
Landscapes of Historic Interest in Wales

HISTORIC LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREA:
280 EGLWYSWRW

GRID REFERENCE: SN124368
AREA IN HECTARES: 3053

Historie Background

A large area of modern Pembrokeshire to the north of Mynydd Preseli, within the medieval Cantref
Cemaes, Uwch Clydach commote. Cemaes was brought under Anglo-Norman control in ¢.1100 by the
Fitzmartins who retained it, as the Barony of Cemaes, until 1326, when they were succeeded by the
Audleys. The Barony was conterminous with the later Hundred of Cemais, which was created in 1536,
but many feudal rights and obligations persisted, some until as late as 1922, This character area lies
within Nevern, Meline, Eglwyswrw, Eglwyswen (Whitchurch) and Llanfair Nant Gwyn parishes.
Nevern parish was a borough of the barony, while Meline and Eglwyswen - within which Llanfair Nant
Gwyn formerly lay - were held immediately of the Lords of Cemaes. Eglwyswrw was held, from the
13th century onwards, as a demesne manor or sublordship of the Lordship of Cemaes, with its own
manorial court. It contains three early earthwork castles. In the 16th century, the militias of both
Cemais and Cilgerran mustered on the site of a building in the village, still known as the ‘Armoury’.
However, the settlement appears to have earlier origins. The church may be on a pre-Conquest site,
while a study of deserted rural settlement sites by Sambrook has identified seven potential settlement
foci within the sublordship of Eglwyswrw, that, perhaps correspond to Jones’ model of an early
‘multiple estate’. Welsh systems of tenure appear to have persisted throughout the area, with the
subsequent development of a number of small landholdings. Each of these was associated with a gentry
house of varying status, but by the 16th century the landholdings had mainly become amalgamated
under the Owen family of Henllys. Among the most important was Glanduad which may have been
inhabited since the early 14th-century. Hendre is mentioned in a deed of 1407, while a messuage, 14
acres, a mill and a meadow at Clyn Meredith are recorded in 1418. The original buildings at
Penybenglog were in rains by the early [ 7th-century when the owner enlarged the demesne, while
Argoed is described by George Owen of Henllys as similarly ‘a house of long continuance’ in 1603,
when Henllan Owen is also described as a ‘mansion house’. Evidence for the houses of the rural poor is
provided by a description of the village of Felindre Farchog as composed of earth-built cottages. There
is some common land, but it is associated with village rights, as at Eglwysrwrw, rather than relict. It is
apparent that the entire area was settled, and probably enclosed with the present system of regular
fields, by the early post-medieval period. The character area has been crossed by the main
Haverfordwest-Cardigan route since the medieval period, which was later turnpiked and is now the
B4329. A coaching inn - the Serjeants Arms - has stood in Eglwyswrw since the mid 18th-century.
Here, during the 19th and 20th centuries, the Cemaes Petty Sessions were held. The Fishguard-
Cardigan route (A487) is of similar age to the B4329 and was a factor in the development of Felindre
Farchog, which boasted both a woollen mill and a tannery, and was largely rebuilt in the ‘estate’ style
in the 19th century. Although industry was never a major factor in the development of this landscape,
there was some small-scale lime production while the area was one of the main centres of woollen
production in Pembrokeshire, with at least 6 recognisable 16th century fulling mill sites, and several
factories that continued production into the 20th century including Pontyglasier. However, they appear
to have had little effect on the settlement pattern which remained chiefly dispersed.

Deseription and essential historic Iandscape ecomponents

Eglhwyswrw historic landscape character area consists of rolling hilly ground lying approximately
between 20m and 180m on the northern side of Mynydd Preseli. There is an increase in height across
the area from west to east, the western end being just a few kilometres from Newport Bay. Apart from
on steep-sided valleys and on the small common at Eglwyswrw, all the land is divided into medium-
sized fields. These vary in shape from the irregular through to the strongly rectilinear such as those that
exist south of Penygroes Chapel. These differences presumably represent different periods of
enclosure, or enclosure by individuals as opposed to estates, but in no-way do they prejudice the
integrity of the area. Boundary banks are made of earth or stone and earth, with a few stone-faced
banks also present. Most banks are topped with hedges. Hedges are generally well maintained, but in
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certain locations they are becoming neglected and overgrown. Deciduous woodland lies on some of the
steeper valley sides and in smail copses irregularly scattered across the area. Trees in the hedgerows
also add to the wooded aspect of parts of this area. However, woodland is not as prominent as in some
neighbouring areas, and is not a defining characteristic of the historic landscape. Agricultural land-use
is predominantly pasture, most of which is improved, with small pockets of rougher rushy ground.
About 10% of the land is under arable cultivation. Apart from the two villages of Eglwyswrw and
Felindre Farchog and the lesser hamlets of Ffynnongroes and Pontyglasier, the settlement pattern is of
dispersed farms, houses and cottages. Dwellings are of a variety of styles and dates, but the main type
is 19th century, stone-built (cement rendered and bare stone), slate roofed, two storey and three bays,
with examples in both the vernacular and more polite Georgian tradition. Other 19th century dwellings
include stone-built one and one-and-a-half storey cottages and houses in the vernacular tradition,
substantial stone-built houses possibly of 18th century date, and a whole range of 20th century
dwellings from brick houses through to concrete-built bungalows. There are 38 listed buildings within
the character area, four of which are rebuilt medieval churches. Seven, including the *Armoury’ and the
Serjeants Inn, are in Eglwyswrw village, and are Grade 11 listed except the church which is Grade -
listed. Eight listed buildings (also Grade 11) are in Felindre Farchog. The remainder are located in the
holdings of Llwyngwair (five listed buildings), Pentre Ifan (three listed buildings) and Trewern (four
listed buildings). Other houses include Glanduad, ‘a typical old Welsh gentry house with a simme fowr’
(stone chimney), and the 18th century Penybenglog House. There are chapels at Penygroes and
Pontyglasier. Pont Gynon bridge was mentioned by George Owen in ¢.1600. Older farm out-buildings
consist of one or two ranges of stone-built structures, and, on occasions brick-built structures. These
older buildings are often in a semi-formal arrangement with the house. More recent agricultural
buildings include 20th century corrugated-iron barns and other buildings, and late 20th century steel,
concrete and asbestos structures. On the larger farms the latter type can be substantial. Eglwyswrw, the
chief village of the area, has developed around the medieval church site, and comprises, as well as
dwellings, a school and public houses. Felindre Farchog is centred around a chapel, as is Pontyglasier.
Other religions buildings such as the churches at Meline and Llanfair Nant Gwyn and the chape] at
Penygroes have not attracted settlements. The main transport element of the landscape is the A487(T)
which runs from west to east through the area and on which the villages of Felindre Farchog and
Eglywswrw are situated. Minor roads - the B4332 and the B4329 - branch from this A-road. Lanes and
tracks are narrow and winding and for local-use only. All roads, lanes and tracks are bounded by
boundary banks.

Recorded archaeology in such a large area is rich and diverse. Prehistoric sites comprise two neolithic
findspots, a neolithic or bronze age megalithic structure, three bronze age findspots, one definite and
three possible bronze age standing stones and two possible round barrows, a large, scheduled iron age
hillfort and four possible hillforts, one of which may be a medieval motte. There is a possible dark age
{lys site. From the medieval period are three scheduled earthwork castles, including Eglwyswrw, the
four medieval churches, two medieval chapel sites, a number of holy wells and a possible cemetery
site. There are several medieval and post-medieval mill sites. Pont Baldwyn on the A487 may be
medieval, and Pont Clydach bridge was also mentioned by George Owen in ¢.1600. Other post-
medieval sites are represented by quarries, a limekiln and a world war two pillbox.

This area is well defined to the south and southwest where it borders areas consisting of smaller farms
and more irregular field systems. To the north and east historic landscape character areas have yet to be
defined, but generally here the landscape is composed of larger, more regular enclosures and larger
farms, and has a more open aspect.

Conservation priorities

Most of the historic landscape components in this character area are in a reasonable state of
preservation. Consideration should be given to the management of the ancient broadleat woodland.
Historic farm buildings form an important component in this landscape. Although most are in use and
in a good state of repair, some consideration may have to be given as to how they can be best
used/reused and maintained for fitture generations.

Sources: Charles [948; Charles 1992; Eglwyswrw tithe map and apportionment, 1841; Howells 1977;
Jones 1996; Lewis 1972; Llanfair Nant Gwyn tithe map and apportionment, 1838; Ludlow 1998b,
Meline tithe map and apportionment, 1841; Nevern tithe map and apportionment, 1843; Pembrokeshire
Record Office HDX/760/3; Rees 1932; Sambrook 1997; Sambrook 2000; Whitchurch tithe map and
apportionment, 1841
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Appendix 3 - Landmap area summaries (see Map 2}

Crossway

An area of medium sized regular fields and dispersed farms. The landscape is divided
by a series of banks, many with hedges in exposed locations, creating the regular
medium sized fields, with small areas of woodland and trees except in the sheltered
locations. The local vernacular building style is local slate building material under
commercial slate roofs. The buildings are mostly 191 century with a mixture of
Georgian and traditional vernacular styles. The SMR record over 100 archaeological
sites of all periods within this area, including prehistoric funerary and ritual sites of
national importance, medieval settlements of regional importance and Iron Age
hillforts again of national importance. This area also contains several SAMs
consisting of round barrows, inscribed stones, a hillfort and medieval dwelling.
Several of the large buildings and smaller farmhouses are also listed.

This area lies within a Landscape of Special Historic Interest (Lower Teifi Valley) but
a HLCA has not been undertaken.

Bayvil

A windswept plateau of medium sized regular fields and dispersed large farms. The
landscape is virtually treeless and hedgeless on the higher ground, the fields are
traditional divided by banks. The local traditional vernacular building style consists of
the use of local dolerite with slate roofs. The buildings are mainly 19% century in
either a Georgian or traditional vernacular style. There are almost 90 recorded SMR
sites of all periods, including prehistoric funerary and ritual monuments of national
importance, post medieval structures and sites of regional importance and Iron Age
hillforts of national importance. There are 10 SAMs, consisting of funerary and ritual
monuments and hillforts. There are also over 15 houses, chapels and mills that are
listed. Some of these archaeological monuments are prominent landscape features.

Pengelli Forest

An area of ancient deciduous woodland with deciduous plantations and 20" century
coniferous plantations. The traditional boundaries consist of hedgebanks. There are 18
recorded SMR sites of all periods except Roman, including 2 hillforts of national
importance, a holy well and several sites of deserted cottages of regional importance.
There are 2 SAM sites consisting of Castell Henllys and Cwm Gloyne hillforts.
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