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1.0 SUMMARY

A limited watching brief was undertaken during the clearance of the northern
revetment wall of the Patent Slipway at New Quay that collapsed during the winter of
2003/4. The base of the wall had completely shifted and only part of the cut in the
bedrock for the base for the wall was uncovered. Further work is anticipated here
later in the year.
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2.0 INTRODUCTION

This report provides a description of the archaeological recording at New Quay
Slipway undertaken by Cambria Archaeology in June 2004. This phase proved to be
very limited in its archaeological results. It follows an earlier phase of recording
(Schiee 2004). This earlier report provides greater detail and interpretation relating toe
the slipway and this is not repeated here.

2.1 Abbreviations used in this report

Sites recorded on the Sites and Monuments Record for Carmarthenshire, Ceredigion
and Pembrokeshire (SMR) are identified by their Primary Record Number (PRN) and
located by their National Grid Reference (NGR).

2.2 Site description and background history
See earlier report (Schlee 2004)

7
The Patent Slipway at New Quay (SN38995994) (PRN30773), was constructed at the
southern side of the bay in 1863. It was required for making repairs, but also for
lengthening of ships in order to increase their carrying capacity.

The north wall collapsed overnight during the winter of 2003/4. This occurred during
work that had entailed digging into the bedrock, with a large jackhammer on a
mechanical digger, immediately in front of the wall. A deep section, over 2m below
the surface of the slipway, had been excavated in front of the eastern end of the north
wall (photo 1) for a proposed toilet block (figure 1). No archaeological monitoring or
recording was undertaken during these groundworks. The upper part of the collapse
had been consolidated by pinning and covering in wire mesh (photos 2-3).

2.3 Development proposals and brief

The proposal for this phase was the attemnpted removal of the collapse to ascertain the
engineering options for long-term stability of this section, which may affect the choice
of rebuilding and visual conformity to the remains of the slipway. As the work was
undertaken at short notice, due to the availability of suitable tides to take material
from the site across the beach, no formal brief was prepared or specifications
submitted. Louise Austin, Head of Heritage Management for Cambria Archaeology,
gave a verbal brief to record what was possible and safe.

3.0 RESULTS

3.1  Excavation of the collapsed wall and landslip

Excavation was undertaken by the direct labour force of Ceredigion County Council
under the supervision of Andrew Hale, engineer for Capita Symonds. A JCB-type
excavator was used, utilising a toothed bucket on a back-actor to drag the material
back, and break up the masonry into manageable lumps, before carrying away with
the front bucket.
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3.2  Material from the collapse

The massive stones were separated from the collapsed material, as were the masonry
lumps. These have been deposited at the local council depot so that the there is the
option of using most of the stonework in the rebuild.

3.3 Nature of the wall

The wall appeared to have been constructed by cutting into the base of the shaley
bedrock and then material, including artefacts of late post-medieval to modern date,
being deposited behind the wall. This wall appears to have been bonded or keyed,
partly at least, with the eastern wall (photo 4), although it was only butted against the
tall retaining wall to the west.

The masonry was all cement- and lime-mortared, with significant flecks of lime.
Various inspections of the mortared material were made and it was all very consistent,
indicating that this northern wall was all of one build. At least two holes for the ends
of timber were seen in the collapsed masonry. These also appeared to be part of the
primary construction (photo 5). These holes may have been those for the roof supports
for the winching house but their original locations are uncertain due to the collapse.
The wall was between 620mm to 680mm wide with the probability that the slightly
thinner walling is from the upper part. A number of massive stones were separated
from the collapsed masonry (photos 6, 7 and 8). Three of these stones will have come
from the lintels of the three recesses near the base of the wall (photo 9 and figure 2),
but it is obvious that there were a number of other massive stones in the wall face.
Several of these massive stones had ¢. 50mm diameter holes bored through them. One
stone had two holes, but only one of which (on the left of photo 10) was bored
through.

3.4  Damage

The footings for the winch mechanism appear to have been removed during the works
immediately prior to the collapse of the north wall. The excavation for the toilet block
(figure 1) cutting deep into the bedrock (photo 4) will have probably destroyed all
archaeological remains in that area. The wall collapse may have been due to, or
caused, shifting of the bedrock shelf onto which the wall was constructed. The whole
of the north wall had either collapsed or shifted. The only possible in situe remains is
the stub of the north wall bonded into the east inner side of the east slipway wall.

4.0 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Because of safety issues it was not possible to investigate the base of the collapsed
north wall or the area immediately in front. It was apparent that the whole of the north
wall has collapsed or moved and therefore it will not be possible to incorporate the
base of the original wall in the rebuild. The form of the wall to be rebuilt needs
consideration. We recommend that the wall be rebuilt in the original location and
reflects its appearance and dimensions using, wherever possible, the original stones
that were recovered. The recommendations are the same as those in the earlier report.
In summary: it is of vital importance for the understanding of this part of the slipway
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that archaeological recording is incorporated in the programme for the rebuild. The
extent of the recent disturbance will need to be recorded so that it is not confused at a
later date with features relating to the slipway’s operation. It will also be necessary to
clear, clean and record where and how the north wall was constructed and if any
evidence now survives for the base of the winch mechanism.

5.0 REFERENCES

Schlee D 2004 New Quay Slipway, Ceredigion: Watching Brief. Unpublished report
by Cambria Archaeology for Ceredigion County Council. Copy held by Cambria
Archaeology SMR. Report No 2004/51
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Figure 1: Plan of New Quay slipway showing locations of features
associated with the Patent Slipway revealed during the recent
groundworks. NB. Locations and dimensions not exact (after
Schlee 2004).
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Figure 2: Elevation of the northern revetment wall. NB. Horizontal distances are
measured, but vertical distances are estimated. The width of walls in
section are not known (from Schlee 2004)
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PHOTOGRAPHS
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Photo 1: Part of hole excavated for toilet block. View NE. Scale 1.5m. The north wall
was to the left, the east wall PRN 30775 is behind the scale.
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Photo 2:

Collapse. View NE. Scale 2m
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Photo 3: Collase. View W. Scale 2m
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Photo 7: Massive stones now at depot. Scale
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Photo 8: Massive stones now at depot
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Photo 9: The north revetment wall of slipway showing the various features in the wall
and the roof line scar. View NW

Photo 10: Massive stone with two bored holes, only the left goes through stone.
Stones now at depot
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