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INTRODUCTION

This report is intended to provide a statementhencondition and recommended
management of all known archaeological and histbsites and features on this farm
at the time it was visited by Cambria Archaeolofyis information will be used to
inform the Tir Gofal Management Agreement for taen.

Method Statement
The farm visit consisted of two phases:

Phase 1 was a rapid search of all readily availdbbéeimentary, cartographic and published
sources to try to understand the historical devakm of the farm and the wider landscape and to
identify new sites of archaeological interest. Searches undertaken include information held in
the regional Sites and Monuments Record, the raete@aunty Records Office and the National
Library of Wales. New sites, or areas of interestenplotted onto a Geographical Information
System based map for use during the field surveyfanthe final report.

Phase 2 was a farm visit to assess the extengatbaand current condition of the archaeological
and historical sites identified during the resegithse. Due to time constraints recording is rapid
and consists of photographs and sites notes. Sbthe sites may not have been visited. The
information gained during the visit has been usedetermine their management
recommendations.



GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF FARM

Erwbarfe lies at grid reference SN74897829, indtvamunity of Blaenrheidol. It was visited by
Cambria Archaeology on Januaf), 2004. The farm consists of three holdings, ofoltnly

the main holding was visited. Please refer to tB4 Ifeport for management recommendations
for sites on the other holdings.

The farm falls into three Historic Landscape Chamaéreas, as shown on the attached map.
These areas are 17: Fuches Wen, 58: Bryn Tyn-Lengh60: Ysbyty Cynfyn. Full descriptions
are attached (see page 21).

Erwbarfe is just north of Devil's Bridge, on thegedof the uplands east of Cwm Rheidol.

The general settlement pattern of the area is bdspersed farms, many of which are situated in
similar spots to Erwbarfe. Erwbarfe occupies thtiséinct landscape ‘zones’ which are reflected
in the boundaries of the Historic Landscape Charaiteas. The farmstead itself (PRN 33193) is
set within an area of small to medium cultivateddds on relatively level ground. The site of the
now-ruined Danylan farmstead (PRN 33194) alsodiethe edge of this ‘zone’, testimony to the
increased population of this area in times of agfucal prosperity.

The land then rises quite sharply to the east, ngpwito an area of large enclosures which acts as
a kind of ‘buffer’ between the enclosed, cultivatadd to the west and the open, unenclosed
uplands to the east. This area has changed quigedavably in recent years, with most of the
large enclosures being subdivided into smalled§ieThe deserted settlement of Banc Erw-Barfe
(PRN 34866, SAM Cd176) straddles the boundary betvileis and the next ‘zone’ — the open
and largely unenclosed uplands.

Although there has been some recent land improverrants of open moorland still survive in
these uplands. Banc Erw-Barfe is the most sigmfis#te on the farm, and is a Scheduled
Ancient Monument. This site is of national impoxtanlit probably originated adlaest — a home
for a shepherding family, comprising a dwellinggaaden for vegetables and maybe a few animal
pens. The occupants would have made their livinging sheep on the uplands, dhestau

were common across the Cambrian mountains by thed®&ury.

ENVIRONMENTAL OBJECTIVE
To ensure that evidence for past settlement ofiph@nds, which characterises this farm, is

maintained in a stable condition, and to ensureahave-ground features remain as visible
elements of the landscape.



SITES REQUIRING ACTIVE MANAGEMENT

All of the sites on this farm are covered by thenagement guidelines given in section B2 of the

Tir Gofal Farm Management Plan (Protection and Ksiance of Archaeological and Historic
Features). A copy of these guidelines is includee (page 6).

However, a few sites require more specific or &ithanagement, and recommendations for those

are given below:

PRN 34866 — BANC ERWBARFE DESERTED RURAL SETTLEMENT
Since the site is a Scheduled Ancient Monument (S2dd76) the following recommendationg
are made in consultation with Cadw:

I. A regime of light grazing should be continuednder to prevent the incursion of
scrub and undergrowth.

. A modern fence line currently cuts through Hite. When this fence is due for
renewal or repair, then the line of the fence sthdael moved, to pass to the west of
enclosure (PRN 34870 — see diagram) and outsid8dheduled Area. This will avoi
any erosion forming along the base of the fence-li@ld fence-posts should be cut
off at ground level and removed, otherwise Schetidlecient Monument consent
will be required.

PRN 34871 — CLAMP?; SUNKEN SHELTER

Since this site is part of Scheduled Ancient Monot@d176 (Banc Erw-Barfe, PRN 34866) th
following management recommendations are madensuitation with Cadw:

The following comments are specific to this parthe settlement site:

I. The sheep-scrape should be monitored to enkatéttdoes not become worse. If it
shows signs of becoming more severe, then chick#img should be temporarily
pegged over the area in order to allow the grasscover.

il. The scrap should be removed from the s

PRN 33194 — DANYLAN FARMSTEAD
The following specific recommendations apply tcthite:
I. The ground is very wet, and could become watgyéa and poached very quickly. T
avoid damaging buried archaeology, the site shonlgbe grazed by sheep (no
cattle) and will need to be monitored. Stock shdagdemoved if there is any sign o
poaching.
i, Care should be taken that the farm track dagsencroach onto the site. Heavy
vehicles should not use the track or the gatewdnenwthe ground is very wet.

PRN 34876 — SHEEPFOLD
The following management recommendation also apgiiecifically to this site:
I. Care should be taken that no sheep paths apssiform at the base of the fence. T
site should be temporarily fenced out of grazingrdsion becomes a problem.
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TIR GOFAL FARM MANAGEMENT PLAN SECTION B2; ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND
HISTORICAL FEATURES.

The management of all sites should comply withftllewing general requirements for !
maintenance and protection of archaeological and ktoric features

» Historic earhworks, stone structures, and archaeological gitest be retained a
protected against damage.

» Unless the land has previously been used for amables, do not plough earthworks
archaeological sites, or cultivate so close asutarto the surfae profile of earthwork
or cause damage to stone structures. On existitiealand, do not increase the dept
cultivation.

» Do not install any new drainage or undergroundisesv Maintain an even cover of |
growing vegetation and stock at adév¥hat prevents any poaching or erosion. Dc
site supplementary feeding areas or water trougherchaeological or historic features.

« Do not site new fencing or vehicular tracks on asglogical or historic sites withc
prior approval. Avoid using heavy machinery ontsaceas.

« Do not remove any material from archaeological istdnic features or deposit any sj
or farm wastes.

« Remove any dead or unstable timber from the vigioftearthworks or stone structui
Agree with the project offier a suitable method for repairing any damage chbs
storm events such as wind-throw trees.

» Ensure that all rabbits are kept under control @émaiot cause damage to earthworks
archaeological sites.

» Do not carry out any excavations, erect any msgmictures or plant any trees with
prior approval from the project officer.

» The use of metal detectors on land subject to aggae must be in accordance with
Treasure Act, 1996.

» Where surface archaeological finds have been digedy the findspts should be treat
with the same care as buried archaeological rema@isance discoveries made du
the course of your agreement should be notifiegbto local Archaeological Trust

Traditional Buildings
e Traditional buildings, which are weatiproof and structurally sound, must be mainte
in a weatherproof condition. Those traditionalléhuigs, or parts of traditional building

that have not been modified previously must be taied using traditional materials.

» Traditional building that have been modified previously may be maiethiusin
compatible materials.

* Do not disturb any bats or barn owls that usehthildings. If these species are pre
you will need a licence from CCW to carry out angrkvon the building.




GAZETTEER OF SITES AND MONUMENTS

PRN 25906 Site Name YSBYTY- Grid Reference SN76107870
CYNFYN

Site Type LEAD MINE Period POST-
MEDIEVAL

Description

Traces of a small lead mine, marked on the 189118068 Ordnance Survey maps as ‘level’. The
remains are on both sides of the stream which ntagkf&arm boundary. A substantial spoil heap
lies on the north bank of the stream (outside Erfeaand is surrounded by traces of smaller
tips. On the south side of the stream are threa opts — probably adits — and several spoil tips.
One of the cuts has surviving traces of a stonedirand other building stone is scattered around
the area.

The site seems stable, and is probably brackerredwe the summer, though the vegetation was
low on the day of the farm visit.

Recommendations

The feature should be maintained in a stable camdiSee section B2 of the Tir Gofal Farm
Management Plan (Protection and Maintenance ofaegalogical and Historical Features).

Site Category C

Plate 1Some of he lead i ning '. ns by Nant Ysbyty Cynfyn. Th cut o adit is partially

stone lined and is set in an area full of small spoil tips.




PRN 33193 Site Name ERWBARFE Grid Reference SN74897829

Site Type FARMSTEAD Period POST-

MEDIEVAL
Description
Erwbarfe farmstead is set within the Historic Lazajse Character Area of Ysbyty Cynfyn, part of
the Upland Ceredigion Landscape of Outstandingafstnterest. It is one of a number of
dispersed farms scattered throughout the areasasttbivn on the Ordnance Survey drawings of
1820-21 as ‘Erw Berfa'. Three buildings are demabe the 1906 Ordnance Survey map, and are
still seen in the present-day layout of the farimede are the house itself, a barn and an
agricultural building which probably originated asowshed or a stable.
The surviving buildings are stone built and slatefed, and appear to be in good condition.
Recommendations
Traditional buildings should be maintained usingrapriate materials and techniques. See
section B2 of the Tir Gofal Farm Management Plamagitional Buildings).
Site Category C

Buildings shaded green appear
on the 1906 Ordnance Survey map.

Plate 2Map showing the layout of Erwbarfe farmstead.




PRN 33194 Site Name DANYLAN; Grid Reference SN75367881
LAN FAWR
Site Type FARMSTEAD Period POST-
MEDIEVAL
Description
A deserted farmstead site consisting of the farrmbd®RN 34874), a garden or enclosure (PRN
34875), a sheep fold (PRN 34876) and a possiblg hom adjacent to the sheep fold (PRN
34877).
The farmstead is seen on an estate map of 176dratige Ordnance Survey surveyor’s drawings
(1820 -21), when it is named as Ty'n Lan Fawr. Bntithe map (1846, Llanbadarn Fawr
parish) it is seen to consist of two buildings (FR34874 and probably 34877), but by the time of
the first edition Ordnance Survey map (1891) thstmeesterly (?PRN 34877) had fallen out of
use. It is possible that Danylan originated dsiest similar to Banc Erw-Barfe (PRN 34866).
This would have consisted of a building (the pdssibng-hut, PRN 34877) and an enclosure
(PRN 34876). Later, the farmhouse and garden waatedhand at the long-hut fell out of use. The
original enclosure associated with the long-huiddiien have been re-used as a sheep-fold.
The complex survives as a series of earthworksgigrterraced into a rocky outcrop. The site is
generally in fair condition, although the ground/&sy wet and there were some signs of
poaching. A farm track runs through the northergeedf the farmstead and there are two
gateways into adjoining fields situated very cluséhe site.
Recommendations
Management should aim to preserve the whole comgdexvisible, stable feature. It should also
safeguard buried archaeology associated with tinestead.
See section B2 of the Tir Gofal Farm Managemem fraotection and Maintenance of
Archaeological and Historical Features). The follogvspecific recommendations also apply to
this site:

I. The ground is very wet, and could become watgydal and poached very quickly. To
avoid damaging buried archaeology, the site shonlg be grazed by sheep (no
cattle) and will need to be monitored. Stock shdaddemoved if there is any sign of
poaching.

il. Care should be taken that the farm track dagsencroach onto the site. Heavy
vehicles should not use the track or the gatewdnenvthe ground is very wet.

Site Category B



Plate 3Earthworks from the deserted farmstead of Danylan. The farmhouse (PRN 34874) and
enclosure/garden (PRN 34875) are in the foreground, with the sheep-fold (PRN 34877) crossed
by the fence-line on the far side of the track. The small rectangular featurein front of the fold
may have been a long hut (PRN 34877).

PRN 34865 Site Name Grid SN75407813
Reference
Site Type BOUNDARY Period MEDIEVAL?;
BANK POST-
MEDIEVAL?
Description

A substantial earth boundary bank with a siltedlitgh on the east side. The Nanteos estate maps
show a boundary here and this is possibly thelalddd eithaf or boundary between the common
and the enclosed land.

The site was not visited on this occasion.

Recommendations

The boundary should be maintained as a visibleifeat

See section B2 of the Tir Gofal Farm Managemem fraotection and Maintenance of
Archaeological and Historical Features).

Site Category D
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PRN 34866 Site Name BANC ERW- Grid SN75637811

BARFE Reference
Site Type DESERTED Period MEDIEVAL?; Site status SAM Cd176
RURAL POST-
SETTLEMENT MEDIEVAL?

Description

A deserted settlement comprising a longhut (PRN63%8n enclosure containing evidence for
lazy bed cultivation (PRN 34868), a further encltesiPRN 34870) and a boundary bank (PRN
34869). Two shallow cuts in the hillside a few restaway are also probably associated, and may
be storage clamps for root crops (PRNs 34871 -2).

The site may be described as a cladtiest’ site. LIuestau were home to shepherding families,
and many were located in remote locations, highéenCambrian Mountains. The typid¢hlest
included a dwelling, a small field or garden foge&able cultivation and a few small ancillary
structures — perhaps animal pens, storage clain@spdolds, goose pens and the like. This site is
not marked on the parish tithe map of 1846, sognadumably fallen out of use prior to that date.
This site is generally in a good, stable conditidiost of the individual features are marked out
by low earth and stone banks and are clearly @sibl

The site is currently split between two fields ahodern fence cuts through it, passing to the
west of the dwelling (PRN 34867).

Banc Erw-Barfe is a Scheduled Ancient Monumentatfamal importance, and is therefore
protected by law.

Recommendations

Banc Erw-Barfe should be maintained as a stabdéleifeature. All associated buried
archaeology should be protected from disturbance.

See section B2 of the Tir Gofal Farm Managemem fraotection and Maintenance of
Archaeological and Historical Features).

In addition to these general guidelines, the follmwrecommendations are made in consultation
with Cadw:

I. A regime of light grazing should be continuednder to prevent the incursion of
scrub and undergrowth.

i, A modern fence line currently cuts thgh the site. When this fence is due for
renewal or repair, then the line of the fence stida@l moved, to pass to the west of
the enclosure (PRN 34870 — see diagram) and outsed8cheduled Area. This
will avoid any erosion forming along the base & fance-line. Old fence-posts
should be cut off at ground level and removed, wits® Scheduled Ancient
Monument consent will be required.

Site Category A
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PRN 34867 Site Name BANC ERW- Grid SN75627812

BARFE Reference

Site Type LONG HUT Period MEDIEVAL?; Site status SAM Cd176
POST-
MEDIEVAL?

Description

Earth and stone banks picking out the ‘footpriritadong hut, part of Banc Erw-Barfe deserted
settlement (PRN 34866). The long hut measures dréonx 5.5m, with an entrance on the north
side.

The site is in a good, stable condition.

Recommendations

See section B2 of the Tir Gofal Farm Managemem fraotection and Maintenance of
Archaeological and Historical Features), and theagament recommendations made for PRN
34866.

Site Category A

PRN 34868 Site Name BANC ERW- Grid SN75637811
BARFE Reference

Site Type GARDEN Period MEDIEVAL?; Site status SAM Cd176
POST-
MEDIEVAL?

Description

A garden just to the south of the long hut (PRNG3j8part of Banc Erw-Barfe deserted
settlement (PRN 34866). The garden is marked oatoyighly rectangular earth bank with
ridges running across the interior, indicatinguise for lazy-bed cultivation of root-crops.

A fence cuts across the southern section of thdegaand the most southerly section is indistinct
as it disappears into a boggy area of ground.

Recommendations

See section B2 of the Tir Gofal Farm Managemem fraotection and Maintenance of
Archaeological and Historical Features), and theagament recommendations made for PRN
34866.

Site Category A
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PRN 34869 Site Name BANC ERW- Grid SN75627813

BARFE Reference
Site Type BOUDARY Period MEDIEVAL?; Site status SAM Cd176
BANK POST-
MEDIEVAL?

Description

A boundary bank, running around and through theevesgpart of Banc Erw-Barfe deserted
settlement (PRN 34866). It is not clear how thiskbeelates to the enclosure (PRN 34870). The
complexity of banks and enclosures here may ineitadt the site was occupied and re-occupied
over a considerable length of time and consequevdlyre-organised at least once.

The bank is turf covered and in good conditionit&horth end, a modern fence runs along the
bank.

Recommendations

See section B2 of the Tir Gofal Farm Managemem fraotection and Maintenance of
Archaeological and Historical Features), and theagament recommendations made for PRN
34866.

Site Category A

PRN 34870 Site Name BANC ERW- Grid SN75617812
BARFE Reference

Site Type ENCLOSURE Period MEDIEVAL?; Site status SAM Cd176
POST-
MEDIEVAL?

Description

A curving enclosure marked out by low earth bamd @pended to the western side of Banc
Erw-Barfe deserted settlement (PRN 34866). Indistnltivation ridges can be made out inside
this enclosure, but the situation is made more d¢exnpy the boundary bank (PRN 34869) which
runs through the enclosure. The complexity of bard enclosures here may indicate that the
site was occupied and re-occupied over a consitelahgth of time and consequently was re-
organised at least once.

The enclosure is in good condition, but is sepdratan the long hut (PRN 34867) and the
garden (PRN 34868) by a modern fence.

Recommendations

See section B2 of the Tir Gofal Farm Managemem fraotection and Maintenance of
Archaeological and Historical Features), and theagament recommendations made for PRN
34866.

Site Category A
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PRN 34871 Site Name BANC ERW- Grid SN75667815

BARFE Reference
Site Type CLAMP?; Period MEDIEVAL?; Site status SAM Cd176
SUNKEN POST-
SHELTER? MEDIEVAL?

Description

One of two open-ended, shallow cuts in the hidsdme 30m northeast of Banc Erw-Barfe
deserted settlement (PRN 34866). It is around IOlanigth, with a small pile of spoil at the open
end. There seem to be traces of a stone constmuntibe scoop — probably a stone lining,
although it is possible it was a free-standing stsinucture of some description.

The most likely explanation is that this is a potelamp, associated with the lazy bed cultivation
(PRN 34868) at Banc Erw-Barfe. However, other jrtetations of this feature are also possible
including building foundations or animal pens.

The feature is generally in good condition. Howeteere is a small amount of scrap in the
clamp, and there is a partially healed sheep-saamme side of the interior.

Recommendations

See section B2 of the Tir Gofal Farm Managemem fraotection and Maintenance of
Archaeological and Historical Features), and theagament recommendations made for PRN
34866. The following comments are specific to frast of the settlement site:

i. The sheep-scrape should be monitored to erikatet does not become worse. If it
shows signs of becoming more severe, then chickttimg should be temporarily
pegged over the area in order to allow the grassdaver.

ii. The scrap should be removed from the site.

Site Category A

PRN 34872 Site Name BANC ERW-  Grid SN75667815
BARFE Reference
Site Type CLAMP?; Period MEDIEVAL?; Site status SAM Cd176
SUNKEN POST-
SHELTER? MEDIEVAL?
Description

One of two open-ended, shallow cuts in the hidsdme 30m northeast of Banc Erw-Barfe
deserted settlement (PRN 34866). It is around IOlarigth, with a small pile of spoil at the open
end. There is some stone rubble present insidiz#tere, but no clear evidence for any structure.
The most likely explanation is that this is a potelamp, associated with the lazy bed cultivation
(PRN 34868) at Banc Erw-Barfe. However, other jortetations of this feature are also possible
including building foundations or animal pens.

The feature is in good condition and is in a liglytazed pasture.

Recommendations

See section B2 of the Tir Gofal Farm Managemem fraotection and Maintenance of
Archaeological and Historical Features), and theagament recommendations for PRN 34866.
Site Category A
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PRN 34874 Site Name DANYLAN; Grid Reference SN75357878
LAN FAWR
Site Type FARMHOUSE Period POST-
MEDIEVAL
Description
The site of Danylan farmhouse, part of a now-desidrmstead complex (PRN 33194). The
farmhouse survives only as a rectangular earthwertaced into a rocky hillside. The Nanteos
estate maps show that the house was occupied # $ee plate 3.
Recommendations
See section B2 of the Tir Gofal Farm Managemem fraotection and Maintenance of
Archaeological and Historical Features) and theagament recommendations made for Danylan
Farmstead (PRN 33194).
Site Category B

PRN 34875 Site Name DANYLAN; Grid Reference SN75367880
LAN FAWR
Site Type GARDEN?; Period POST-
ENCLOSURE MEDIEVAL
Description

The site of a garden or enclosure, lying just noftbanylan farmhouse (PRN 34874) and part of
a now-deserted farmstead complex (PRN 33194). dbadaries of this enclosure survive as low
earth and stone banks forming a roughly rectangpéaidock’. No features were observed inside
the enclosure. A slightly sunken track runs betwiberhouse and the ‘garden’. See plate 3.

The earthworks are in good condition and have laestgegetation covering.

Recommendations

See section B2 of the Tir Gofal Farm Managemem fraotection and Maintenance of
Archaeological and Historical Features) and theagament recommendations made for Danylan
Farmstead (PRN 33194).

Site Category B
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PRN 34876 Site Name DANYLAN; Grid Reference SN75347884
LAN FAWR
Site Type SHEEPFOLD Period POST-
MEDIEVAL

Description
A roughly rectangular enclosure marked as a sh&kpfothe 1891 Ordnance Survey map. The
fold lies just north of the deserted Danylan farod®(PRN 34874) and is part of the farmstead
complex (PRN 33194). See plate 3.
On the 1820-21 Ordnance Survey drawings, ‘Ty'n Eawr’ is the name of the farmstead and
only one enclosure and one building are seenlikay that these are the sheepfold, and the long
hut (PRN 34877) adjacent to it. These would theesbe the earliest parts of the farmstead, and
may have originated adlaest.
The fold is in stable condition, but a modern feogts across it.
Recommendations
See section B2 of the Tir Gofal Farm Managemem fraotection and Maintenance of
Archaeological and Historical Features) and theagament recommendations made for Danylan
Farmstead (PRN 33194). The following managememmacendation also applies specifically to
this site:

I. Care should be taken that no sheep paths gpesifarm at the base of the fence. The

site should be temporarily fenced out of grazingrdsion becomes a problem.

Site Category B

PRN 34877 Site Name DANYLAN; Grid Reference SN75357884
LAN FAWR

Site Type LONG HUT Period POST-
MEDIEVAL

Description

A rectangular earthwork next to the sheep fold (FFR76). This is probably the remains of a
long hut, or of an outbuilding associated with DanyFarmstead (PRN 33194). See plate 3.

On the 1820-21 Ordnance Survey drawings, ‘Ty’'n Eawr’ is the name of this farmstead, and
only one enclosure and one building are seenlikely that these are the sheepfold, and the long
hut adjacent to it. These would therefore be thkesa parts of the farmstead, and may have
originated as duest.

Recommendations

See section B2 of the Tir Gofal Farm Managemem fraotection and Maintenance of
Archaeological and Historical Features) and theagament recommendations made for Danylan
Farmstead (PRN 33194).

Site Category B
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PRN 34880 Site Name TY COCH Grid Reference SN74837880

Site Type COTTAGE Period POST-

MEDIEVAL
Description
The site of Ty Coch cottage. This is recorded en$ites and Monuments Record as an
“abandoned dwelling and garden enclosure — almo$tate of house above ground”
(Sambrook,P:2003). The site was not found on tlyeofithe field visit, but is apparently located
in a area of woodland.
Recommendations
There is potential for buried archaeology to susvaw this location, and management should aim
to preserve this.
As long as the site is maintained under woodlameh ho specific management recommendations
apply. Please consult Cambria Archaeology if timellase is to be altered.
Site Category D
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SITE AND AREA STATUS GLOSSARY
The following abbreviations are used in the gaeette refer to site and area status. These
schedules, lists and registers are compiled andtaiaed by Cadw: Welsh Historic Monuments.

SAM - Scheduled Ancient Monument
This is a statutory designation. Scheduled Andidomhuments are protected under the
Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979

LB1, LB2* & LB2 — Listed Building 1, 2* & 2
This is a statutory designation. Listed buildings protected under the Planning
(Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990.

HLW - Historic Landscapes of Wales

Historic Landscapes of Wales are defined byRégister of Landscapes, Parks and
Gardens of Special Historic Interest in Wales: Part 2.1 Landscapes of Outstanding
Historic Interest and Part 2.2 Landscapes of Special Historic Interest. The register is
advisory and has no statutory powers.

PGW - Parks and Gardens of Wales

Parks and Gardens of Wales are defined byrtgester of Landscapes, Parks and Gardens of
Spoecial Historic Interest in Wales: Part 1 Parks and Gardens. The register is advisory and has no
statutory powers.

REFERENCES
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Ordnance Survey 1906 Cardiganshire XI.NE

Ordnance Survey Surveyor’s Drawings 1820-21, sBeet
Tithe map and apportionment 1846 Llanbadarn FawisiPa

Murphy,K:1999Upland Ceredigion Historic Landscape Characterisation: A Cambria
Archaeology report produced for Cadw

Sambrook,P and Ramsey,R:1988dieval or Later Deserted Rural Settlements in Mid-West
Wales. A Cambria Archaeology report produced for Cadw

Sambrook,P and Hall, J:20@aenrheidol Community Audit: A Cambria Archaeology report
produced for Cadw



Erwbarfe

Tir Gofal Historic Environment Consultation
Countryside Council for Wales Reference W/11/4052
Cambria Archaeology Reference PRN47883
National Grid Reference SN74907833

=== Farm Boundary
Historic Landscape CloteaArea

Site Category A - National Importance
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HISTORIC LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREA DESCRIPTIONS

UPLAND CEREDIGION

HISTORIC LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREA:
17 FUCHES WEN

GRID REFERENCE: SN 836799
AREA IN HECTARES: 1585

Historic Background

For most of the historical period, the unenclodearacter of this area probably ensured that itaeasidered Crown
land. The only pre-tithe map of the area, dateti8thd, shows Fuches Wen as unenclosed sheep-walkithi& map
shows a similar pattern; a pattern that has in gépersisted to the present day.

Description and essential historic landscape compents

This is a large block of undulating upland, mostysisting of north- and northwest-facing slopeth ai height
range of 300m at its northern edge to over 500its &igh points. Craggy outcrops occur on the susimi
Traditionally it consists of unenclosed moorlanihviblanket bog at higher levels and peaty depasitollows and
valleys. Earth boundary banks are present on thitherm lower slopes close to Dyffryn Castell, the enclosures
formed by these are now largely redundant, and feinees divide the area into very large enclosuragye-scale
land improvement over the past few decades hattedsn the transformation of much of the lowen&s, and some
high level plateau, into grassland grazing.

Recorded archaeology of this area consists mafrpst-Medieval sites. The greater proportion efsén comprise
deserted settlements and associated agriculttairés such as folds, enclosures, pens and tiadksating a
populated, albeit sparsely, upland area throughad 9th century. Metal mine remains are alsogme®\ greater
time-depth element to the landscape is provideBroyze Age round barrows.

This is a well-defined area. To the northeast @l is the lower-lying enclosed settled land offByf Castell and
Ponterwyd (areas 43, 60, 84), while to the southemst are extensive tracts of upland forestry.
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UPLAND CEREDIGION

HISTORIC LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREA:
58 BRYN TYN-LLWYN

GRID REFERENCE: SN 753776
AREA IN HECTARES: 126.6

Historic Background

Historically this area has functioned as a ‘buftashe between occupied and cultivated lower-lyarglito the west,
and unenclosed high land to the east. Its eartgryiss unknown, but in more recent times it havee as sheep-
walk to Erwbarfe and other farms. The first largate map of the area dates to 1819 (NLW Vol 45,a22®) shows a
landscape similar to that of today - large enclesusome labelled ‘sheep pasture’. In times otatjtiral prosperity
and population expansion the limits of enclosurthig area would have been pushed higher up tipes|dut in
times of depression limits of enclosed land wowdsiehreceded.

Description and essential historic landscape compents

A steep and in places craggy west- and south-fagtoge rising from 250m up to a maximum of 420mpiaved
grazing dominates, with rougher grazing and brackethe steeper slopes and higher levels. Thehazaeen
divided into a series of enclosures. These termbtemall and irregular on the lower slopes, laggdrigher levels,
and are divided by earth banks, some topped witllgd® Hedges are now only present on the lowees|@and here
they are overgrown and derelict. At higher levedddes have gone. Wire fences running along theanlith banks
now form stock-proof boundaries. Small stands oildieaf trees are present on the lower slopeseTdrerno
occupied buildings in the area.

Recorded archaeology indicates a once settleddapds The sites of four house sites of probabléldeslieval
date have been recorded together with a desenmedtizad. Rural industry in the form of charcoalring areas have
also been recognised. A flour mill and woollen ridlon the extreme southern boundary of the area.

This is not a particularly well-defined area to thest, north and south where it merges with maensively farmed,

settled lower-lying land (area 60). To the northeledinition is better with the boundary of unersgd land (area
17), and is clear with the junction of forestrydar6) to the east.
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UPLAND CEREDIGION

HISTORIC LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREA:
60 YSBYTY CYNFYN

GRID REFERENCE: SN 749784
AREA IN HECTARES: 185.4

Historic Background

The early history of this area is unclear. Unlikeam of the surrounding land it was not part of oh8&trata Florida
Abbey’s granges. The pattern of dispersed farmsdbably of at least Medieval date. Most the a@aeinto the
possession of the Nanteos estate. Early 19th-geestiate maps (NLW Vol 45, 24-28) show it muchtas today:
dispersed farms, small, irregular enclosures amteenclosures on higher ground. There has bewa setreat of
settlement, with a farm to the east of Ty Mawr rgome, and at Erwbarfe scattered and intermixeditgddare
shown; perhaps indicating the presence of a fosulrdivided field system out of which the modemdscape
evolved. The small church at Ysbyty Cynfyn was apei-of-ease and may have been a possession khitpets
Hospitaller, or may have been associated with &tldrida Abbey. The church was rebuilt in 182 %tomsite of the
Medieval building (Ludlow 1998). The site of theucbh is of interest; several standing stones imiitt the
churchyard wall may be of prehistoric date, thotlgh suggestion has been challenged by Briggs (19Visit to
the church and the Parson’s Bridge waterfalls ¢oethst in area 55 was an essential item on ttezatin of late 18th-
and 19th-century tourists to north Ceredigion.

Description and essential historic landscape compents

This area lies on a terrace on the east bank dikfitie Rheidol at 220m - 300m Although mostly compad®f
smooth ground, it contains a craggy hill close Ygl&yynfyn Church. To the west land falls away shaipto the
Rheidol valley, to the east the land rises stedpiproved pasture is dominant, though pockets ofher ground are
present in hollows. The field patterning is of simalegular enclosures. These are divided by eaattks topped
with hedges. Apart from those on the roadside Wwhie in good condition, most hedges are overgnvehsome
are becoming derelict. All are supplemented by férees. Close to the church field boundariesisbn§dry-stone
walls. These walls are in fair condition. There small stands of broadleaf woodland. The settlerpatiern of
dispersed farmsteads is characterised by stong-slatle-roofed dwellings with modern houses oflered concrete.
A small caravan park is present. This area liea arajor north-south route-way, now the B4343. Tlmonig doubt
an ancient road, it was converted to a turnpik&7in0 (Lewis 1955, 43-45).

Recorded archaeology of the area mostly consigtesttMedieval settlements. The presence of sedesarted
sites indicates a much more densely populated d¢apesin the historic past. Metal mining remainsase evident.
Bronze Age finds and a Bronze Age standing stonéshyty Cynfyn Church provide a time-depth to thrdscape.

This area is well-defined to the west and southre/iitehorders both woodland on the steep valleg sicthe Rheidol
and unenclosed high ground (areas 55, 18), arttetedst where unenclosed land or large enclosiseesteeply to
high moorland (areas 17, 58). To the north debniis less clear where this area merges with eedltzd around
Ponterwyd (area 84).

Erwbarfe
W/11/4052
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