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INTRODUCTION

A farm visit was undertaken at the request of tbar@ryside Council for Wales to
address specific management issues on this fatra.aim of this report is to make an
assessment of these issues in order to providegearent recommendations to be
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incorporated into the Tir Gofal Management PlahisTeport is not intended to

assess the structural condition or stability of gign site.

The Call Out Report responds to management isegesding specific sites, it does not provide
management advice for all known sites on the féomthese recommendations please refer to the

Historic Environment Report 1 (Hel).



GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF FARM

The holding of Erwbrafe lies at grid reference SRFA381, in the community of Blaenrheidol. It
was visited by Cambria Archaeology on JanudtyZD04. The land holding is just outside the
hamlet of Ystumtuen. The landscape is fairly tgpaf upland mid-Wales, with derelict mining
features and pockets of improved green pasturgifignunimproved moorland.

The holding is an area of improved upland pastuith, extensive remains from the lead-mining
industry at its northern edge. The farmstead ofBerg (now ruined) lies on the eastern
boundary of the land. Field boundaries now mosilysist of modern wire fencing, but relict
earth and stone banks show the original lines @fllsemclosures. Short stretches of grown-out
hedgerows are marked by occasional lines of trégshware visible on the hillsides.

Lead-mining has long played an important part iapsig this landscape, with mines developing
from the 16' century onwards. Small-scale mining may have leenrring before that date, but
serious attempts were made to develop Ceredigmimiss when the Mines Royal society was set
up in 1568. In 1703 the ‘Mines Adventurer's’ comgaheaded by Sir Humphrey Mackworth of
Neath, rented some of the mines belonging to thedds Estate apparently including ‘the mines
of Istimtean’ (Griffiths, J:u.d.:27). It is knowhdt a mine named ‘Pengarreg’ was included — the
name of the now-ruined farmstead on this land paltas likely, therefore, that the mine on
Erwbarfe was in operation by the beginning of tB8 dentury, and probably earlier.

As the lead mining industry developed so did thaleaof Ystumtuen, which consisted of a
school, a chapel and a number of dispersed housesadtages. With its fortunes tied to those of
the mines, the hamlet declined in the earl{) 28ntury, as the mines closed, and by 1988, 36
houses were in occupation, including 12 holiday ésiMurphy, K:1999).

The whole land parcel is included in Historic Lacajse Character Area 59: Ystumtuen, and is
part of the landscape designated by Cadw as thenderedigion Area of Outstanding Historic
Interest. These are non-statutory designationsaemdesigned to highlight and characterise areas
where local land-use traditions have left partidylatrong or distinctive evidence on the
landscape. The Ystumtuen area is characterisedtbysive lead mining remains, and by a
number of deserted cottages and farmsteads. Thesaneggh and craggy, with a patchwork of
small fields surrounding the unenclosed moorlanthertop.



STATEMENT OF CONDITION/PROPOSED WORKS

Pengarreg Farmstead

The now-ruined farmstead of Pengarreg lies on éiséeen edge of this land holding. In 1690 a
document listing the possessions of the NanteadEst Ystumtuen included a farm named
Penygareg (Murphy, K:1999) which indicates thas flarm has early origins. It is interesting to
note that a mine named ‘Pencarreg’, in Ystumtuess i operation in 1703 and possibly earlier
(Griffiths, J:u.d.:27). Since the farm and mine ematemporary, it is important that they are
considered as part of the same relict landscakthat management addresses the needs of both
areas.

The pattern of buildings and enclosures at Pengaviech is seen on the 1891 Ordnance Survey
map is clearly traceable in the remains which sieran the ground today.

Traces of Pengarreg Farmstead still visible
on the ground.

Earthworks and field boundaries
Buildings

Stack stands

foundations
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Plate 1 Schematic diagram showing what remains on Pengarreg farmstead.



Main Range

The main range at Pengarreg consists of threeosscti a central ‘core’ and extensions at either
end. The central part of the building is rubblenstbuilt, bound with lime mortar, and has a
number of large quartz inclusions. The extensiarether end are also stone built, but in a
contrasting style, being of small stone slabs, hbugoursed, giving a much finer finish. There is
a small porch or lean-to on the northeast. Thadimglis now roofless, with collapsed timbers
inside it, but the walls stand almost to gable hieand indicate an original height probably of one
and a half storeys. The interior is divided intcethrooms, and a small brick-lined bread oven
survives in the southeast interior wall.

The building seems to be in a stable condition ttags from the grown-out hedge around the
enclosure to the southwest are beginning to rumsgtne southwest wall. A few trees are
growing up inside the ruins of the building. Thedawner did not express any intentions to carry
out any specific works on this site.

Building Foundations

The foundations of two small outbuildings surviustjto the west of the main range. These
foundations are both terraced into the hillslope are built of the same roughly-coursed stone
slabs as the ‘extensions’ at either end of theeasg were presumably constructed at the same
time.

The foundations are stable features, and the landiodid not express any intention to carry out
specific works. However, old feeders on the mostterdy of the buildings indicate that they may
have been used as locations for feeding livesto¢ke past.

Earthworks and Field Boundaries

Two distinct enclosures are seen next to Pengarm to the south and one to the west. The
one to the south is edged by trees, marking tteedfra grown out hedge. A low, spread central
bank divides this enclosure into two sections. @twind has slight undulations, which may be
the remains of lazy bed cultivation of root crops.

A roughly triangular enclosure to the west of th@imrange is marked out by low earth banks.
The enclosure is slightly raised from the surrongdiround level and contains two circular
features at its east end. These are raised, fiaufopins around 2m in diameter. They are probably
stack-stands, on which hay ricks would have bedh bu

An earth bank curves around the northeast sideeoitain building. This was part of a boundary
enclosing the main farm building, depicted on tB81LOrdnance Survey map.

The earthworks and boundaries are all in good ¢mmdiand the site is grazed by sheep.



Plate 2 (above)The northwest end of the main range of Pengarreg Farmstead. The circular
feature in the enclosure to the left of the building is probably a stand, on which a hay rick would
have been constructed.

Plate 3 (below)Trees from the grown-out hedge which surrounded the enclosure south of the
building are beginning to rub against the masonry of the mai
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Lead Mine — PRN 25900

Lead mining has played a critical part in formihg present-day landscape around Ystumtuen,
and the area shaded green on the attached mapnsosuastantial remains of the industry. This
is one of a number of mines in the Ystumtuen aaed,was in operation by 1703 (Griffiths,
J:u.d.:27). The main, identifiable features arevarked on the map, but it is important to stress
that the whole area was shaped by lead mining. Mipoil-tips, trackways and paths are all
located within the shaded area, and the grount itas a hummocky and uneven texture,
characteristic of area heavily disturbed by mining.

Level

An open cutting up to 3m deep and 3.5m wide. Ttells not open for its whole length, but
appears as three separate sections, with infileasebetween them. There has been some tipping
at the eastern end, and modern rubbish has paftieEt one open area.

Spoil Tip

A substantial raised mound about 4m in diametee. t6p of the mound is flattened, with a
depression in the centre. At first glance, thatdee appears to be the top of a mine shatft, but
Protheroe-Jones (1993:sheet 138) identified thismda@s consisting of tip material only. The
mound is turfed over and seems stable.

Shaft

A deep shaft, open at the top. This shaft is ferudetfom the rest of the field, presumably for
safety reasons. There has been some tipping irgtshhft, and modern rubbish is clearly in
evidence.

Shaft (collapsed)
A series of craters which mark the site of a caé&pshaft. The craters are set in an area of spoil
and disturbed ground.

The area of the lead mine is all covered in shoft &and is used as grazing for sheep. Mostly it is
in fair condition, but there are a number of clgla@ep paths being formed, and these are starting
to cause erosion problems where the slight vegetéias been lost. The erosion is most notable
around feeders situated just to the west of thektndhich passes through the centre of the mine.
Under Tir Gofal, a possibility has been raised 8tatk are taken off the mining area, and that
heather regeneration is encouraged in this area.



west. There is so modern rubbish tipped into

(e
Plate 4 (above)Thelevel, running roughly east-
the cutting, in the foreground.
Plate 5 (below)The disturbed ground within the area of the lead mine. The mound in the middle

distance is a shaft, many of the other mounds are probably from spail.




Trackway

A pronounced trackway leading up the hillslope aodsisting of a narrow path between two
earth banks. The track is seen on early Ordnanceegmaps and probably served the mines,
with an ‘offshoot’ leading to Pengarreg Farmstead.

An interesting feature of the hillside south of tead-mine is the nature of the field boundaries.
A number of relict boundaries survive as largetebenks with shallow ditches either side. These
ditches are probably where the material was rembavednstruct the hedgebanks, but they would
also have served as shelter for sheep, allowingekges to act as shelter-belts on this otherwise
open piece of high ground. A number of the bouredaare also marked on historic maps as the
routes of paths or tracks.

Some of the boundaries on this hillside are likelpe at least 7century in date, associated

with Pengarreg farmstead. They may have later bee@sed as tracks or paths.

Plate 6 Trackway leadi g down the hillside towards the Iea mi n -
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MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS

It is important that the importance of this wha@eadscape is recognised, as well as the
importance of its individual, constituent partseTarm, the mine and the field boundaries
together all contribute to a relict landscape whiekes back, in places, to thé"icentury.

Pengarreqg Farmstead
This site is generally in good condition and thexre few management concerns.

I. Branches which are beginning to rub againsstbaework of the main building
should be lopped off and removed from the site fgefloey cause damage to the
masonry.

i. The old feeders on one of the outbuildings dtidne removed.

Future maintenance should ensure that no groundsiue activities are carried out on this site or
the associated enclosures, and livestock feedevater troughs should not be situated in the
area. Continued light grazing will prevent the irstgan of scrub and vegetation and is to be
encouraged.

The management guidelines provided in section BRefTir Gofal Management Plan
(Protection and Maintenance of Archaeological amtdtical Features) apply to this site.

Lead Mine — PRN 25900

Management of this site should aim to ensure tlmthtine remains a visible feature and does not
suffer from erosion. To this end, the proposalrtoceirage to exclude stock from this site and to
encourage heather regeneration is generally weldpm# there are a number of factors which
will need to be borne in mind.

I Health and safety concerns. At present, thetagiga is very low and potential
dangers (e.g. shafts and levels) are clearly @siBbwever, any increase in vegetation
will reduce the visibility of these sites and makem a potential hazard. Fencing
should be avoided wherever possible as it will enage undergrowth and scrub
within the fenced area. However if it is necesdarsites to be fenced off, the work
should cause as little ground disturbance and lésaally unobtrusive as possible.

i. Stock exclusion will prevent the erosion in tivest of the area from worsening, and
will allow the very thin vegetation to establisittee cover. However, it will also
allow scrub and undergrowth to grow up, and theileewentually obscure the site
and therefore reduce the ease with which the aitebe understood. It is important,
therefore, that scrub growth is controlled. Thi meed to be carried out by hand, and
vegetation should be cut at ground level and remdnen the site.

ii. Once an adequate heather covering has beahls$ted across the mine, it will
probably be necessary to re-introduce a light ggaeegime in order to control the
height and density of the vegetation and to pretrensites from becoming
completely invisible. Grazing should also negateriked for regular scrub control
(see above) in the long term.

Iv. No further tipping should take place.

11



Trackway
The trackway and field boundaries should be maiethin their current conditions, and

should not be removed or damaged.
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Farm Boundary

Site Category A - National Importance
) Scheduled Ancient Monuments
Grade 1 and Grade 2* Listed Buildings

@ Sites and Buildings of National Importance
without a statutory designation

Site Category B - Regional Importance
Sites and Buildings of Regional Importance
including Grade 2 listed buildings

Site Category C - Local Importance
Sites and buildings of Local Importance

Site Category D — Unknown Importance
® Sites requiring further investigation and siteshwit
no physical definition
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