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Call Out Visit

The farm was visited on the D®ovember 2008 at the request of the Tir Gofal
Project Officer to address specific managemenessin particular the possible
restoration and maintenance of a historic bounddrg.report does not provide
management advice for all known sites on the féomthese recommendations please
refer to the Historic Environment Report 1 (HEL).

The aim of this report is to make an assessmettiese issues in order to provide
management recommendations to be incorporatedhatdir Gofal Management
Plan. This report is not intended to assess thetsttal condition or stability of any
given site.



Introduction

Plas Cefn Gwyn is centred on NGR SN68018693, omrdséern side of the Afon Leri
Valley in Ceredigion.

The farm lies within Historic Landscape CharacteeaA(HLCA) 75: Bont-Goch.
These areas are intended to define places whakldoal-use patterns have left
particularly strong or distinctive evidence in thadscape (Murphy & Ludlow,

2000). Much of this landscape remained unenclopaahtil two centuries ago and it
was the metal mining industry that provided thenstus for settlement during the

19" century and the land was enclosed. Field pattgrisiof small irregular

enclosures divided by earth and stony banks altitlig pattern is beginning to
decay, with most fields now divided by wire fene@sl the pasture in some areas has
reverted to rough, rushy ground.

Plas Cefn Gwyn is depicted on the 188%ftlition Ordnance Survey map as being
under a pattern of small-medium fields with mixedodland on the valley slopes of
the western boundary and stands of deciduous axeddnwoodland to the south and
north of the house. The late Georgian country hgBBN 35364), with original
interiors, is a Grade Il listed building (LB 16738)ilt in ¢.1820. The associated
garden is recorded by the Royal Commission for A&micand Historic Monuments,
Wales as a country house garden (Nprn 86%6f)icted on the 1905'%edition
Ordnance Survey map as including woodland, a ggrigive, kitchen garden, river
and a walkThe woodland either side of the house has largegynlbemoved since the
end of the 18 century.



Description

The historic boundary is located within the fietdthe east of the house, running
along the western and northern boundaries. For ofost length it comprises a
stone-faced bank, standing to a maximum height8f thetres and approximately 1
metre wide, with an associated ditch, again gelyetahetre wide. The stones on the
bank are under a thick coat of coarse grasses asd amd a few large stones have
become dislodged and lie away from the feature.eSareas of the bank have been
damaged, possibly by livestock movement, whichdpmead or even flattened it in
places. A post and wire fence has been erected #henine of the bank, on its
western side.

The ditch varies from a shallow depression insiwth to a more distinct, cut
channel in the north. Its function is to drain wdtem the field, which slopes up to
the east, down to the stream that borders the erorfield boundary. Silting,
overgrowth and sporadic damage to the earthworkapp have prevented effective
drainage and the northwestern area of the fiehdvs waterlogged

(Left), looking northwest, bank and ditch at southend of field. (Right), looking north, bank and
ditch at northern end of field

The section of earthwork that crosses in fronteftiouse differs in character to the
rest and has many of the attributes of a ‘ha-h#i wie east-facing side of the ditch
being vertical and stone-faced, with only a sligabk behind it. The drystone
revetment stands approximately 0.60 metres hightamditch is 1.50 metres wide.

Typically a ha-ha, a sunken stone wall with a ddiegh on the far side, formed a
boundary between an estate’s gardens and its gspoadstructed so as to be
invisible from the house and ensuring a clear \aevoss the estate. It appears that
such an unobstructed view was conceived at Plas Gefyn as the 1887°edition



OS map shows a cleared gap through the woods &esitein the direct line of the
house. This area is wooded over by the time oL 8@5 29 edition OS map.

This section of the earthwork is very waterlogged the ditch is overgrown with
reeds or, in the area immediately in front of tbede, been planted with aquatic
plants. The stone-facing is also very overgrowrnwiarse grasses and ferns.
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(Left), looking west, possible ha-ha running acriesfront of the house. (Right) section of walliog
east-facing side of ditch.

To the north of the house a further earthwork Hanakches off from the main bank
and ditch, curving around to form the northeastid boundary. This bank forms
the edge of the area that is depicted as beingrwmtgdland on the 1887 and 1905
maps and several mature trees still grow alonigitgth. Several large, exposed
boulders sit on the boundary bank.

Looking northeast, section of field boundary bank.



Tir Gofal management recommendations

Two options for management of the historic featir@se been outlined below.
Option 1 provides guidelines for the reinstatenwdribe field boundaries and ha-ha,
by repair and reconstruction of the field banks amdutting the ditch.

Option 2 provides guidelines for cutting the ditehilst retaining the field banks in
their current condition.

When restoring any historic features it is preflgab retain as much of the original
fabric as possible, carrying out repairs where s&agy. In this instance any works to
the historic boundaries must be carried out wittle @@ order to ensure that their
historic character is retained.

Management Recommendations
Option 1: restoration

Consider restoring the boundary bank and ditclstoriginal specifications. The
bank varies along its length from a relatively higtone-faced feature to the south to
a low, rounded, predominantly earth bank to themor

* Reform the earth and stone bank in the areas vitheas suffered damage. In
some sections the bank has been flattened andispeegiring
reconstruction and re-consolidation, using traddiamethods.

» Clear vegetation from the stone-facing and ha-tiatneent. The roots should
be left in situ and spot treated to prevent re-gnow

* Restore the stone-facing where necessary, usigmaristones where
possible or replacing like-for-like.

» Itis probable that the mature trees that gronhenvtoodland boundary bank
represent the remnant of an original hedgeline asduch, should ideally be
retained. However, any restoration of the bank reguyire some tree
removal.

* Remove vegetation from the ditch. The sectionamtfiof the house is
particularly thick with reeds and the ha-ha hasljganted as a water garden.

* Re-cut the ditch, following the existing coursethwa sufficient gradient to
carry the excess water to the stream that rungdtennorthern field
boundary. The resulting spoil should be used irrélsensolidation of the
bank.

Option 2: maintenance

Where the field boundaries survive in a stable gmrdthey should be left
undisturbed. The banks are under a cover of gifase is no immediate threat to the
structures from animal activity or erosion and $beathern end of the field is not
affected by drainage issues so there is no pracees here to re-open the ditch. The
modern post and wire fence replaces the functiadghebank as a line of enclosure.

The boundary that marks the edge of the woodlartkdamorth of the field has a
number of mature trees growing upon it, the probadlict of the old hedgeline. Their



removal would be detrimental to the historic naiiréhe landscape but they require
monitoring to ensure that they do not pose a thretite archaeology.

* Monitor the trees that grow on top of the boundzagks and remove any that
are in danger of windthrow.

* Remove the silting and vegetation from the ditcnrtipularly within the area
north of the ha-ha to allow excess surface watdram to the stream. The
existing course of the ditch should be followed #masilt accumulation
should be removed away from the earthwork so asaiotain as much of the
original boundary bank profile as possible.

» If the drainage to the north is rectified then iaeha should once again
become a ‘dry’ feature and any accumulated siltt@removed from the
ditch, to the level of the original cut.

» Cut back the vegetation within the ha-ha, partidylen the drystone
revetment, where the roots should be left in sia spot treated to prevent re-
growth
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