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SUMMARY 
 
Proposals to upgrade the A40 Trunk Road from St. Clears, Carmarthenshire, to 
Fishguard, Pembrokeshire, require an extensive programme of assessment and 
evaluation. A major consideration in this programme is the ‘Cultural Heritage’ 
interests that lie within the route corridor and this report summarises the results of a 
Stage 1 rapid archaeological appraisal, which revealed nearly 900 sites of 
archaeological and historical interest within 1km of the present line of the A40   
 
The main aim of this appraisal has been the creation of a series of GIS-based tables 
containing all the known cultural heritage interests, which can be used alongside other 
information to produce a constraints map prior to defining a preferred route. Once a 
preferred route has been decided a Stage 2 desk-based assessment will be carried out 
to provide detailed advice regarding the likely impact of any proposed works on the 
cultural heritage resource. 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 THE STUDY BACKGROUND 
 
Proposals to upgrade the existing A40 Trunk Road from St. Clears to Fishguard as 
part of the Welsh Assembly Government’s commitment to ‘Develop a better co-
ordinated and sustainable transport system to support local communities and the 
creation of a prosperous economy’ requires an extensive programme of appraisal and 
assessment. This current report forms the Stage 1 appraisal of the cultural heritage 
component of that programme. 
 
1.1 SCOPE OF THE STAGE 1 APPRAISAL 
 
This part of the project was intended to identify constraints to any proposed new 
routes through a rapid appraisal of a range of existing and readily available source 
data. The sources were not exhaustive, but were comprehensive enough to identify 
areas of archaeological potential and to produce an outline map of the cultural 
heritage resource. The map will aid in defining a preferred route or routes, which will 
be subject to more detailed desk-based assessment in Stage 2 of the cultural heritage 
component. 
 
This report is a brief summary of the main results of the appraisal, with the main 
information contained within the GIS tables. 
 
 
 
 

 1



A40(T) St. Clears – Fishguard 
Stage 1 archaeological appraisal 

2. APPRAISAL METHODOLOGY 
 
2.1 THE STUDY AREA 
 
The study area chosen for the Stage 1 appraisal was a 2km wide strip, using the 
present A40 as the centre line, which ran from SN2740016000 to SM9540036800, 
giving a total study area c.54 kilometres long covering an area of c.11,300 hectares.  
 
2. METHODOLOGY 
 
This appraisal consisted of searches of Ordnance Survey first (1890/1) and second 
(1907/8) edition 1:10560 maps and first (1889), second (1906/7) and revised edition 
(1937) 1:2500 maps and the examination of aerial photographic coverage held in the 
regional Sites and Monuments Record (SMR), Llandeilo, along with the collation of 
existing information on known archaeological sites.  
 
Following the searches the information was added to a GIS based mapping 
programme (MapInfo 6.5) and output as separate tables, which have been used to 
produce a general cultural heritage constraints map of the survey corridor. Each table 
contains information in a database accessible from within a graphic map window and 
can be viewed individually or as a combination of tables. 
 
The tables included are: 
 
A40 dots – sites recorded on the SMR, including the 169 new sites recorded  

 during this appraisal. 
A40 Buildings – Buildings, holdings or farms shown the OS 1st or 2nd edition maps 

(1889/1891 and 1907/1908) and still in existence today. 
Statutory – Scheduled Ancient Monuments and Listed buildings. 
Commission sites – sites recorded by the Royal Commission on the Ancient and  

        Historical Monuments of Wales (RCAHMW). 
Previous work – areas that have been subject to previous work, including the Cadw 

grant-aideded Historic Landscape Characterisation project, the Tir 
Gofal agri-environment scheme and sites that have been the subject 
of commercial or private contracted projects. 
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3. OUTLINE OF THE STAGE 1 APPRAISAL RESULTS 
 
3.1 THE NATURE OF THE APPRAISAL RESULTS 
 
The main results of the appraisal are the identification of 879 recorded archaeological 
sites (Figs 1 – 14) and the creation of a GIS-based database, which can be used to 
produce a constraints map for the cultural heritage concerns within the survey 
corridor. At this stage there has been no detailed assessment of the ‘value’ of each of 
the recorded sites, but some general observations can be made. This appraisal has 
been very much a ‘site’-based exercise and it has not studied the overall development 
of the landscape, which will be addressed in the Stage 2 desk-based assessment. 
 
Eighty-four sites have an existing designation (Figs 15 – 29) as Scheduled Ancient 
Monuments (33) or Listed Buildings (51) and are, therefore, considered to be of 
National importance and have statutory protection. For the other sites, it is generally 
accepted that sites of prehistoric, Roman or medieval origins will have a higher 
‘value’ than many sites of post-medieval and modern date because fewer sites from 
these earlier periods survive. However, this is not a universal or definitive rule and 
post-medieval sites are fundamental to any understanding of the development of the 
landscape, therefore, the merits of each individual site (of all periods) will be 
examined in detail during the Stage 2 desk-based assessment of the preferred route.  
 
3.1.1 New sites  
 
A total of 169 new archaeological sites were recorded within the study area from the 
rapid map searches. These have been incorporated into the County Sites and 
Monuments Record and are included in the accompanying GIS tables. The sites 
ranged in character from possible prehistoric standing stones, placenames depicting 
possible Roman roads, deserted settlements and farms and industrial, transport and 
communication features.  
 
In addition to the 169 new sites the map searches also revealed 309 holdings or 
buildings that were constructed before or during the late 19th century and early 20th 
century and which are still in use and shown and named on modern maps. The 
buildings include large manor houses - some of which may have medieval origins, 
farms, houses, cottages, public houses and smithies. Buildings that were shown on the 
1st edition maps but which had been abandoned by the time the later editions were 
published have been included in the archaeological sites tables. 
 
Because the appraisal has been map based the new sites are inevitably biased towards 
the post-medieval and early modern periods and their present condition is unknown. A 
breakdown of the numbers of sites by period is given below 
 
3.2 SUMMARY OF THE SITES BY PERIOD 
 
3.1.1 Prehistoric period (up to 43AD) 
 
There are 144 sites from the prehistoric period, of which 11 are scheduled ancient 
monuments. This includes 7 Neolithic sites (2 SAM’s), 66 sites from the Bronze Age 
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(7 SAM’s), 51 sites of Iron Age date (15 SAM’s) and 20 sites recorded simply as 
prehistoric. 
 
3.2.2 Roman period (43AD – 410AD) 
 
A total of 54 sites are recorded for the Roman period (3 SAM’s). Many of these sites 
are part of the Roman road that runs west from Carmarthen, the line of which is 
crossed at least twice by the A40. 
 
3.2.3 Medieval period (410AD – 1540AD) 
 
This group of 137 sites (4 SAM’s - 4 LB’s) includes 19 sites that have been recorded 
as ‘Dark Age’. 
 
3. 2.4 Post-medieval period (1540AD – 1901AD) 
 
Sites from the post-medieval period are by far the most numerous with 545 recorded 
sites (2 SAM’s - 47 LB’s). 
 
3.2.5 modern period (1901AD – present) 
 
There are 63 recorded sites of the modern period, most associated with the WWII 
airfield, RAF Haverfordwest, now Withybush Airport. 
 
3.2.6 Unknown 
 
The study area contains 12 sites of unknown date. 
 
3.2.7 General 
 
The record also contains 8 sites that are recorded as general. These are project record 
numbers of previous projects carried out within the study corridor. 
 
3.3 SUMMARY OF THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCE 
 
The following summary retains the road sections used in Section 7.2 of the scoping 
document. 
 
3.3.1 St. Clears – Pont-y-Fenni 
 
There are 2 sites with statutory protection in this section of the route (1 SAM - PRN 
3884 and 1 LB - PRN 25451), but both are some distance from the existing road and 
are unlikely to be affected. This section also contains seven segments of the Roman 
road west of Carmarthen (PRNs 28141 – 28147), the line of which crosses the present 
A40 at c.SN25561684. As the lines of the A40 and the Roman road cross any scheme 
of works could potentially encounter buried remains of the Roman road. 
 
A relatively small number of sites lie within c.500m of the present A40 and these 
may, therefore, be affected by any widening or realignment works. They include a 
Bronze Age round barrow and standing stone (PRNs 8034 and 8032), an enclosure 
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visible as a cropmark of probable prehistoric date (8035) and several former post-
medieval cottages (PRNs 22745, 47065 and 47066).  
 
Part of this section of the route has been studied in detail as part of a Tir Gofal agri-
environment scheme application for Glancynin Farm (Cooper 2000), which is located 
to the northeast of Pwll-trap and is unlikely to be affected by any works on the A40. 
 
3.3.2 Pont-y-Fenni – Whitland 
 
This section of the route contains three scheduled ancient monuments (PRNs 3870, 
28128 and 28129). Two of these (PRNs 28128 and 28129) are segments of the Roman 
road that runs westwards from Carmarthen, which lie adjacent to the southern 
boundary of the Whitland Bypass. The third Scheduled Ancient Monument is 
Whitland Abbey (PRN 3870), c.1km north of the A40, and it is unlikely to be affected 
by the proposed works. 
 
Several other segments (all un-scheduled) of the Roman road also run through this 
section of the route (PRNs 28124 – 28139) crossing the Whitland Bypass from 
southeast to northwest. The line of the Roman road will be crossed somewhere near 
the scheduled segments PRNs 28128 and 28129 at c.SN20001731, both of which 
would be affected if the existing bypass was to be widened on its south side. 
 
Because this section of the route follows the Whitland Bypass it has been extensively 
studied in the past, including a desk-based assessment of the bypass route (Crane 
1994), which highlighted the presence of the Roman road, and the subsequent 
excavation of the section of the road affected by the construction of the bypass (Page 
1995; Page 2000; James and Murphy 2002).  
 
Other previous work in this section of the route includes many projects associated 
with Whitland Abbey and its surrounding landscape, a recent archaeological 
investigation of a redevelopment site in Whitland (Ludlow 2002) and an 
archaeological appraisal of the former Whitland Creamery site (Locock 2002). All of 
these areas are unlikely to be affected by any proposed A40 works. 
 
3.3.3 Whitland – Penblewin 
 
Five Scheduled Ancient Monuments (PRNs 7649, 3060, 8868, 3719, 4905) and five 
Listed Buildings (PRNs 4911, 7764, 9446, 10037, 10040) lie within this section of the 
route. Of these 2 Scheduled sites (PRNs 3060 and 8868) and 3 Listed Buildings 
(PRNs 4911, 9446, 10037) lie within c.150m of the existing A40 and could therefore 
be affected by widening or realignment works.  
 
PRN 3060 consists of a series of earthwork enclosures and other features that were 
surveyed and partially excavated in 1985 ahead of the realignment of the A40 up 
Pengawse Hill. The survey revealed that there are earthwork features extending on 
both sides of the A40 and the partial excavation concluded that the site may be an 
abandoned 17th or 18th century farmstead (James 1985), but more recent work 
suggests that it may be the remains of a post-medieval garden (Briggs 1990, 140). 
Only some of the earthworks are scheduled and the scheduled part of the site lies 
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adjacent to the south side of the A40. Road widening or realigning works in this area 
will have an impact on at least part of the site. 
 
The other scheduled site close to the present road line is a Bronze Age ring barrow 
(PRN 8868), which was visible as a ring of differential vegetation growth in 1976, but 
subsequent ploughing appears to have removed any visible trace, although, some 
below ground remains may survive. 
 
The three Listed Buildings close to the road line consist of a 17th century farmhouse, 
Gwyndy (PRN 9446) and an 18th century house, Fron (PRN 10037) and the Ffynnon 
Baptist Chapel at Llanddewi Velfry (PRN 4911). A visit to Fron in 1981 described the 
house and its associated outbuildings as being in the early stages of decay, but its 
current condition is unknown. The other buildings are assumed to still be in good 
condition and in use. 
 
Many other sites lie within 200-300m of the present A40 in this section and may 
therefore be vulnerable to any proposed works. The sites are varied and include 
Bronze Age burnt mounds, Iron Age hillforts, a possible medieval chapel and post-
medieval mansion houses and cottages. 
 
This section of the route also includes the village of Llanddewi Velfrey, which will 
presumably be bypassed by the new road line. A bypass on either side of the village 
has potential archaeological implications with Bronze Age burnt mounds recorded to 
the north (PRNs 3726 and 24441) and south (PRNs 3700, 3723 and 3724) of the 
village. Furthermore, at least one possible Bronze Age standing stone is recorded to 
the south of the village (PRN 8009), as well as many sites of more recent date, 
particularly cottages and small farms. 
 
3.3.4 Penblewin – Robeston Wathen 
 
There are 2 Scheduled Ancient Monuments (PRNs 3717 and 3718) and 11 Listed 
Buildings (PRNs 6483, 15155, 17135, 25321, 25322, 25337, 25338, 25339, 25340, 
25341 and 25343) within this section of the route. 
 
The two scheduled sites, the Redstone Cross Barrows, lie within 50m - 70m of the 
north side of the present road line and may, therefore, be affected by any road 
widening works carried out on that side the road. Of the listed buildings, most are 
connected with the major and well-established holdings of Blaen Marlais (PRNs 6483 
and 25322), Sodston Manor (PRNs 15155 and 25343) and Cilrath Fach (PRNs 25337, 
25338, 25339 and 25340). Among the other listed buildings is a milestone (PRN 
25341) at Cox Hill. Most of the Listed Buildings are some distance from the road and 
part of existing and working farms and are, therefore, unlikely to be affected by any 
upgrading works. 
 
There are few sites close to the existing road until it enters Robeston Wathen, but it is 
assumed that the previous plans for a bypass on the southern side of the village will be 
resurrected and incorporated into any future proposals. If so, an archaeological 
assessment, including geophysical survey, has been carried out of the bypass route 
and a programme of field evaluation was recommended (James 1993; Trethowan 
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1995). The field evaluation has not been carried out, but if the bypass route is to be 
used, it should take place during the advance investigations of the preferred route. 
 
3.3.5 Robeston Wathen – Canaston Bridge 
 
The section of the route from Robeston Wathen to Canaston Bridge is short and 
includes 1 scheduled ancient monuments, an Iron Age hillfort – Bush Inn Camp (PRN 
3586), which lies c.200m to the north of the present road line.   
 
In this area, the route will probably follow the previously preferred route for the 
proposed Robeston Wathen bypass to Canaston Bridge, in which case the desk-based 
assessment stage has been undertaken (see section above for details) and identified no 
known archaeological interests within this section.  
 
3.3.6 Canaston Bridge – Arnolds Hill 
 
One Scheduled Ancient Monument, the remains of an early 17th century charcoal-
fuelled blast furnace (PRN 3608) and five Listed Buildings (4443, 4444, 6661, 46439 
and 47232) are contained within this section of the route. The scheduled furnace site 
is over 700m south of the present line of the A40 and is unlikely to be affected by any 
proposals. The Listed Buildings include a milestone alongside the present A40 (PRN 
46439), which is likely to be affected by any proposals. They also include Blackpool 
Bridge and Blackpool mill (PRNs 4443 and 4444), although these lie some distance to 
the south of the present road and are unlikely to be affected. The farmhouse at High 
Toch Farm (PRN 47232), which stands within the farmstead (PRN 24224) c.250m 
south of the present road line, has recently been listed, but it should remain 
unaffected. 
 
There are many other sites of different periods close to the present road line, which 
may be affected by any road widening or realignment works. These sites include a 
number of enclosures of probable prehistoric date (PRNs 5684, 8900, 13174 and 
14331), a Bronze Age palstave recovered from close to Rose Villa (PRN 3559), a 
post-medieval quarry and a number of post-medieval cottages, farms and farmsteads. 
Other sites, slightly further away from the road line, include a Bronze Age burnt 
mound (PRN 3552) and post-medieval deserted farms (46930 and 46934), although as 
these sites are generally between 400m – 600m away they are unlikely to be affected 
by any proposals, unless the road is to be dramatically realigned. 
 
Part of this section has been visited, but not studied in detail as part of the Tir Gofal 
agri-environment scheme, Rosehill Farm (Page 2001). A large section of the area is 
included in the Register of Landscapes of Outstanding Historic Interests in Wales 
(Cadw et al 1999) and has been included in the recent Cadw grant-aided Historic 
Landscape Characterisation project (Murphy and Ludlow 2002). Inclusion in the 
Register is not a statutory listing, but it will influence any decisions regarding 
proposed works in this area. Another piece of work previously carried out in this area 
is an environmental assessment of a proposed holiday village to the south of Canaston 
Wood (BAPTIE 2002). The assessment area extends south from Blackpool Mill and 
is, therefore, unlikely to be affected by the A40 road works. Work currently being 
carried out by Cambria Archaeology on the Milford Haven Waterway is examining a 
strip along the Eastern and Western Cleddau Rivers, which extends as far north as 
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Blackpool Mill and Haverfordwest respectively. The areas covered by these two 
projects are some distance south of the present A40 and are unlikely to be affected by 
any proposed works. These previous projects, where appropriate, will be examined in 
detail during the Stage 2 desk-based assessment of the preferred route. 
 
3.3.7 Arnolds Hill – Haverfordwest 
 
This section of the route only extends up to the western edge of Haverfordwest, as it is 
unlikely that the A40 works will affect the town itself. There are two Scheduled 
Ancient Monuments within this section, a Bronze Age round barrow (PRN 3334) and 
a medieval holy well (PRN 4551). Neither is particularly close to the existing A40, 
the round barrow (PRN 3334) lies c.650m north of the road and the holy well (PRN 
4551) is c.800m to the south of Haverfordwest, so they may be unaffected by any 
proposed works. 
 
A number of sites do lie close to the road in this section and may therefore be affected 
by road widening or re-alignment works. These sites include a possible round barrow 
or enclosure called Round Park (PRN 7939), a burnt mound (PRN 3333), both of 
probable Bronze Age date, a possible Iron Age field system (PRN 14306) and several 
former roadside settlements of post-medieval date (PRNs 46917 and 46920). This 
section also contains the sites of two milestones (PRNs 46916 and 46923), the 
condition of is unknown.  
 
Much of this section, particularly south of the A40 and the town of Haverfordwest is 
in the Register of Landscapes of Outstanding Historic Interests in Wales (Cadw et al 
1999) and has been included in the recent Cadw grant-aided Historic Landscape 
Characterisation project (Murphy and Ludlow 2002). Other previous work in this area 
also includes an archaeological assessment of the proposed Haverfordwest – St. 
David’s gas pipeline route (Border Archaeology 2002). A detailed assessment of the 
relevant sections of these projects will be made during the Stage 2 desk-based 
assessment of the preferred route of the A40 improvement works. 
 
3.3.8 Haverfordwest – Treffgarne Bridge 
 
This is a c.7.5km section of the route and it contains three Scheduled Ancient 
Monuments and five Listed Buildings. The scheduled sites are a Neolithic pit circle 
(PRN 14387), an Iron Age hillfort (PRN 4316) and a medieval motte (PRN 2451). 
The Listed Buildings are Treffgarne Lodge (PRN 17712) St. Madoc’s/St. Michael’s 
Church in Rudbaxton (PRN 2455), a bridge at Prendergast Mill (PRN 24367), 
Cottesmore House (PRN 6399) with its associated gardens and Scotwell House in 
Haverforwest (PRN 24858). Treffgarne Lodge (PRN 17712) and Scotwell House 
(PRN 24858) are close to the present road line and they may, therefore, be affected by 
any road widening or re-alignment works. The other sites are between 250m and 
850m from the present road line so they should remain largely unaffected by the 
works. 
 
There are several other listed buildings within this section of the study corridor, but as 
they lie within Haverfordwest itself, they are therefore excluded from this study. 
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Besides the statutory sites there are a great many other sites within this section, which 
range from a number of Bronze Age features including three round barrows (PRNs 
2542, 2543 and 2544) and a nearby standing stone (PRN 2469), which form an 
important complex of sites located on both sides of the present A40, just north of 
Kilbarth. These sites lie within 100m of the present road line and so they may be 
affected by road widening or re-algnment works. Another possible Bronze Age 
standing stone (PRN 13066) is recorded close to the road line towards the southern 
end of this section, which may also be affected by any re-alignment works.  
 
Other prehistoric sites include a Neolithic chambered tomb (PRN 45350 just north of 
Withybush Airfield, and the sites of a round barrow (PRN 4539) and a standing stone 
(PRN 13075) of Bronze Age date. The condition of these sites is unknown.  
 
A linear cropmark recorded by the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historic 
Monuments of Wales close to Slouth Corn Mill (PRN 46898) at SM98001980 has 
been identified as part of a Roman road. This site lies c.400 west of the present A40, 
and should be unaffected, but if this a Roman road it is likely that its line crosses the 
existing A40 somewhere in the area and this will be assessed in detail during the 
Stage 2 desk-based assessment. 
 
Many sites of later periods are also contained within this section, including a group of 
medieval sites associated with the village of Rudbaxton – which lies c.0.5km to the 
east of the present A40 – and are unlikely to be affected by the works. There are 
another cluster of suspected medieval sites around St. Catherine’s Bridge (PRN 3219), 
which as well as the bridge itself includes a chapel (PRN 3296) and a hermitage (PRN 
12516). These sites are over 800m west of the present line of the A40 and unlikely to 
be affected. A water mill (PRN 12521) was known to exist at Treffgarne during the 
medieval period, but its exact location is unknown. 
 
The vast majority of sites close to the present road line are post-medieval and modern 
and relate to the development of the road itself – such as bridges (PRNs 17706, 17711 
and 17718) and milestones (PRNs 46889, 46895, 46901 and 46809), small roadside 
settlements – some now abandoned (PRNs 46891, 46892, 46901 and 46907) and with 
the WWII airfield RAF Haverfordwest, now Withybush Airfield (PRNs 28498 – 
28543). Other roadside buildings include a former 19th century smithy (PRN 46904) 
and a Post Office (PRN 46906) shown on the Ordnance Survey 1st edition maps of 
1891.  
 
There are a number of industrial sites within a few hundred metres of the road, 
including Slouth Corn Mill (PRN 46898) and its leat (PRN 46897), which runs from a 
point close to Cutty Bridge and three small quarries (PRNs 17707, 46893 and 46896). 
The site of the Slouth Corn Mill is probably far enough away from the road to remain 
unaffected, but the leat and the quarries are close enough to be affected by road 
widening or re-alignment works. 
 
3.3.9 Treffgarne Bridge – Wolf’s Castle 
 
This section contains one of the most significant prehistoric landscapes in the region, 
which is reflected in the large number of prehistoric sites protected as Scheduled 
Ancient Monuments (PRNs 2386, 2400, 2462, 2463, 2465 2467 and 2468). All of 
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these are Iron Age hillforts situated on the higher ground surrounding Treffgarne 
Gorge, although the present road line runs around the base of the hills containing 
Great Treffgarne Rocks hillfort (PRN 2400) and Pant Lladron hillfort (PRN 2465) and 
any works in these area may affect the hillforts or their settings.  
 
This section also contain one Listed Building, Treffgarne Hall (PRN 7241), which lies 
c.900m west of the A40 and is therefore unlikely to be affected by any proposed 
works. 
 
As well as the scheduled hillforts there are a further 6 Iron Age defended enclosures 
or hillforts (PRN 2403, 2460, 2461, 2466, 2470 and 35821), a possible Iron Age open 
settlement (PRN 2401), and a Bronze Age round barrow (PRN 4587). A flint scraper 
of prehistoric date (PRN 2478) has also been recovered from this area. At present 
these sites are close to the present road line, and except for PRN 35821 are outside the 
gorge, so they should remain largely unaffected by the proposals, unless the route is 
re-aligned to bypass the narrow confines of the gorge.  
 
At the northern end of this section a road (PRN 46493), which was called Roman 
Road on the Ordnance Survey 1st edition map of 1891, runs west from the A40 at Ford 
Farm at SM95712621. The origins for the name are unclear and it may be associated 
with a possible Roman villa site (PRN 2384) located a short distance to the north (see 
Wolf’s Castle – Letterston below). Roman sites are rare in Pembrokeshire and at the 
moment the true character of both these features is uncertain. The east end of the 
possible Roman road may be affected by any works at the point it joins the A40. 
 
There are three sites of unknown date and function. One is a cropmark consisting of 
concentric sub-rectangular lines, possibly ditches (PRN 11260), which measures 
c.200m long x 50m wide, the second site is a place name, Weir Castle (PRN 12003), 
which in this vicinity may well indicate the site of an Iron Age hillfort and the third 
site is a rectangular cropmark (PRN 12793) of probable prehistoric origin. The two 
cropmark sites (PRNs 11260 and 12793) lies c.500m to the east and c.350m west of 
the A40 respectively and they may be unaffected by the road improvements, unless 
the route is dramatically re-aligned. The Weir castle site lies close to the western edge 
of the present A40 and may be affected by any road widening or re-alignment works. 
 
Medieval sites are well represented within this section, with a possible abbey site 
(PRN 2405) – the precursor to Whitland Abbey (PRN 3780) – at Little Treffgarne and 
the site of the medieval church at Treffgarne (PRN 4582), neither of which should be 
affected. Many sites are known only from documentary sources and their locations are 
currently unknown, so more detailed assessments of the relevant documentary sources 
will be undertaken during the Stage 2 desk-based assessment.  
 
Sites of later periods relate for the most part to the development of the A40 itself, 
including bridges (PRN 17675) and milestones (PRNs 46500 and 46888), and the 
industrial exploitation of the local resources, with many quarries and gravel pits 
(PRNs 17673, 17714, 17715, 17716 and 17717) recorded close to the road. Other sites 
close to the present road line include two deserted roadside settlements (PRNs 46498 
and 46499), although these lie to the east of the railway line and may not be affected 
by the works, and Ford Chapel (PRN 2411), which is situated between the road and 
the railway and may be affected by road widening or re-alignment works. 
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3.3.10 Wolf’s Castle – Letterston 
 
This section contains 6 Scheduled Ancient Monuments (PRNs 2381, 2385, 2410, 
4407, 9036 and 2402) and 1 Listed Building (PRN 38330). The scheduled monuments 
include a Neolithic henge (PRN 9036) a standing stone (PRN 2410) and round barrow 
(PRN 2381) of Bronze Age date at Letterston, two Iron Age hillforts (PRNs 2385 and 
4407) and a medieval motte at Wolf’s Castle (PRN 2402).  
 
As well as the scheduled sites there are a further 17 prehistoric sites within this 
section of the route corridor, re-emphasising the importance of the prehistoric 
landscape highlighted in the preceding section (see Treffgarne Bridge – Wolf’s Castle 
above). The vast majority of these sites are of Bronze Age date, including 10 standing 
stones (PRNs 2398, 10465, 4560, 4549, 4561, 4561, 46489, 10469, 4568 and 4688), a 
number of Bronze Age round barrows (PRNs 4571, 12517, 2394, 2379 and 2380), a 
possible stone row (PRN 2414) and an Iron Age defended enclosure (PRN 14241). 
Only one prehistoric site is close to the line of the present A40, the site of a possible 
standing stone (PRN 4560), and it may be affected by road widening or re-alignment 
works.  
 
There are some interesting differences between this and the preceding section; the 
Treffgarne Bridge – Wolf’s Castle section was dominated by Iron Age hillforts, but 
this section includes many features from the preceding Neolithic and Bronze Age 
periods, which reflects the slightly more open, lower land in this section.  
 
A possible Roman villa site (PRN 2384) is located c.750m southwest of Wolf’s 
Castle, which should remain unaffected by any proposed works, unless the village of 
Wolf’s Castle is to be bypassed on its west side. 
 
There are few recorded sites close to the road line in the stretch north from Wolf’s 
Castle to Cross House and so any road widening along this stretch may have less 
significant archaeological implications than along other sections. However, a 
medieval boundary ditch and bank (PRNs 10472 and 10473) run east – west, crossing 
the line of the A40 at Cross House, SM94922914, so it will probably be affected by 
any road improvement works in this area.  
 
North of Cross House, the village of Letterston contains many sites, with a 
particularly important complex of prehistoric sites towards the eastern edge of the 
village, including a scheduled Neolithic henge (PRN 9036) and a scheduled Bronze 
Age round barrow (PRN 2381). To the west of the A40 lies the medieval core of the 
village, centred on the site of the medieval church, St Giles’ (PRN 4552). Letterston 
also contains the remnants of a medieval strip field system, which is likely to be 
affected by any works in this area. 
 
3.3.11 Letterston – Scleddau 
 
There are 2 Scheduled Ancient Monuments (PRNs 2586 and 2590) and 7 Listed 
Buildings within this section of the route corridor (PRNs 2602, 17582, 17594, 24570, 
47073 and 47074). Both the scheduled monuments are Iron Age hillforts, Parc-y-
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Castell (PRN 2590) and Castle Bucket (PRN 2586) and both lie some distance from 
the road and should remain unaffected by the proposed works.  
 
Two of the Listed Buildings within this section are bridges, Pont Llangwarren (PRN 
17594) and Llanstinian Bridge (PRN 24570). The other Listed Buildings are St 
Justinian’s Church, Llanstinan (PRN 2602), two ranges of farm outbuildings (PRNs 
47073 and 47074) and the Lodge (PRN 47075) at Ciliau-Wen farm and Sion Chapel 
(PRN 17582) in Scleddau. All the Listed Buildings, except for the Ciliau-Wen Lodge 
(PRN 47075), are set back from the present line of the A40 and so should be 
unaffected by any road-widening. The Lodge is located alongside the A40 and so any 
works carried out on the west side of the road will affect it. 
 
As well as the scheduled hillforts there are a further 7 known prehistoric sites within 
this section, six of which – two round barrows (PRNs 2579 and 7866), three possible 
standing stones (PRNs 11128, 46468 and 46469) and a stone mace-head (PRN 2587) 
found at Nantgwyn farm date from the Bronze Age. The other site is an Iron Age 
cremation burial (PRN 9790) excavated at Castle Bucket hillfort (PRN 2586). At the 
present time only two of these sites lies close to the road line; round barrow PRN 
7866 just north of Letterston and a possible standing stone PRN 46469 just south of 
Scleddau, both of which may be affected by any road-widening or re-alignment 
works. The overall impact of the road works on the prehistoric sites in the area will 
depend on any bypass arrangements for the villages of Letterston and Scleddau. 
 
A section of east – west road, just north of Letterston was marked as a Roman road 
(PRN 47476) on the Ordnance Survey map of 1891, although the origins of the name 
are not certain and this will be assessed in greater detail during the Stage 2 desk-based 
assessment. The supposed Roman road joins the present A40 at SM9363100, but it 
appears to have been diverted north around a post-medieval cottage, Min-yr-Afon, 
and its original line may have been c.50m further south where a small unclassified 
road may continue its early course west from the A40. 
 
There are a number of important medieval sites recorded in this section (PRNs 2583, 
12306, 12529, 12305, 2602, 10311, 46470 and 12377), but some of them are known 
only from documentary sources (PRNs 12306, 12529 and 12377) and so their exact 
locations are uncertain. Those that are fairly securely located are some distance from 
the present road and should remain unaffected. The main cluster of medieval sites is a 
small group around the listed St. Justinian’s Church (PRN 2602), c.620m to the east 
of the road line. 
 
Many sites of the post-medieval period have been recorded throughout this section, 
including the sites of several milestones alongside the A40 (PRNs 46465, 46471, 
46475 and 46482), quarries (PRNs 17586, 17587, 46467, 46472, 46480 and 46481), 
bridges (PRN 17585, 17595 and 24570), a footbridge (PRN 46466) and a number of 
small smithy buildings (PRNs 17588 and 17581). Also recorded are Llanstinan manor 
house and garden (PRN 8473), Ciliau-Wen manor house (PRN 17590), a mill of 
unknown use (PRN 17577) and a number of existing or abandoned post-medieval 
farms and dwellings. 
 
Most of these sites are some distance from the road line and should remain largely 
unaffected by the proposed works, but there are a number of roadside sites, 

 12



A40(T) St. Clears – Fishguard 
Stage 1 archaeological appraisal 

specifically the milestones (PRNs 46465, 46471, 46475 and 46482), Quarry Bridge 
and quarry (PRNs 17585 and 17586), Ciliau Forge (PRN 17588), Ciliau-Wen gateway 
– a Listed Building – and lodge (PRNs 47075 and 17589), Newbridge Bridge and 
Lodge (PRNs 17733 and 17595), the possible Roman road (PRN 46476) and the 
Bronze Age round barrow (PRN 7866) and standing stone (PRN 46469) which are 
likely to be affected by the proposed works. 
 
3.3.12 Scleddau – Fishguard 
 
This is the last section of the route corridor and for the purposes of this study it ends 
on the southern outskirts of Fishguard town at c.SM95353673; the impact of the 
proposals on the town will be assessed, if necessary, when the preferred route has 
been defined. 
 
This section contains no Scheduled Ancient Monuments and only two Listed 
Buildings (PRNs 20188 and 20248), although there are many Listed Buildings within 
Fishguard itself. One of the Listed Buildings in this section, PRN 20188, is recorded 
as a school in Fishguard, but its grid reference, which appears to be incorrect, places it 
some distance to the southeast of the town. It is however, some way from the present 
road line and it should remain unaffected by any proposals. The other Listed Building, 
Maesgwynne farmhouse (PRN 20248) lies between the old A40 and the new 
Fishguard Bypass and it, or its surroundings, may be affected by any re-alignment 
works. 
 
Even though there are many sites from a broad range of periods within this section, 
there are few sites close to the present road line, except for the section along the 
Fishguard Bypass (Murphy 1994 and Ludlow 2000). There are only two known sites 
close to the present road line between Scleddau and the Fishguard Bypass, a milestone 
(PRN 46462) and a former smithy (PRN 17555) at Efail Fach, later called Rafael 
Fach.  
 
3.4 IMPLICATIONS 
 
With nearly 900 sites located within 1km of the A40, there will undoubtedly be many 
sites and features affected by alterations to its current line, although without detailed 
assessment of a preferred route it is not possible at this stage to be certain about which 
sites will be affected, nor how they will be affected. However, the summaries above 
highlight the sites that are most vulnerable to the proposed improvement works. 
 
A statement detailing the likely implications of the preferred route will be produced 
during the Stage 2 desk-based assessment. 
 
3.4.1 The towns, villages and settlements along the line of the road 
 
The towns along the route, St.Clears, Whitland, Haverfordwest and Fishguard, have 
been excluded from this appraisal, as they are unlikely to be affected much by any 
proposed works. Detailed assessments will be carried out on any part of the towns to 
be affected during the Stage 2 desk-based assessment. 
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The many villages and settlements such as Llanddewi Velfrey, Robeston Wathen, 
Wolf’s Castle, Letterston and Scleddau that lie along the route of the A40 will be 
affected unless bypassed. This will be a particular problem for some of the settlements 
on the northward section from Haverfordwest, many of which, particularly Letterston, 
extend for some distance east to west, either side of the present A40. Most of these 
settlements include a number of Listed Buildings and are surrounded by 
archaeological sites of significant importance. Many of the villages have medieval, or 
earlier, origins and some like Letterston, Rudbaxton, Wolf’s Castle and Robeston 
Wathen retain many features of these earlier landscapes. 
 
It is probable that a system of bypasses will be required, which will be assessed in 
detail during the Stage 2 desk-based assessment, although the preferred route of the 
Robeston Wathen Bypass has already been assessed and a programme of field 
evaluation recommended (James 1993; Trethowan 1997). This programme should be 
re-instigated and carried out as part of a Stage 3 pre-construction field evaluation of 
the route.  
 
 
 
 
 

 14



A40(T) St. Clears – Fishguard 
Stage 1 archaeological appraisal 

4. THE MAPS 
 
4.1 INTRODUCTION 
 
The information gained during the appraisal has been collated into a GIS-based 
database system to allow interrogation of the data in a graphic map view or a tabular 
database format. The use of GIS means that the sites are related the National Grid and, 
therefore, can be mapped at any required scale or in any combination using the 
information database linked to each site. The flexibility of this system allows for 
searches and interrogation of the information at many levels. For example, at a 
general level all medieval sites could be extracted and viewed, but if more detailed 
information is required the search can be refined to include site types, such as manor 
houses, which can then be isolated and displayed as a separate map view showing the 
medieval manor house sites. 
 
4.2 THE MAP VIEWS 
 
The following map views are arranged from east to west, Fishguard to St. Clears, and 
show the known cultural heritage interests within the 2km wide study area corridor. 
The known sites have been colour-coded by period, which provides a rapid and 
simple method of viewing the distribution of sites throughout the study area. For ease 
of mapping and to aid the clarity of the maps sites from all of the prehistoric periods 
(e.g. Neolithic, Bronze Age) are included in the prehistoric category.  
 
Colour codes for sites by period: 
 
Blue = Prehistoric 
Gold = Roman 
Purple = Medieval 
Cerise = Post-medieval 
Lt Blue = Modern 
Dk green = Unknown 
Brown = General (these are project record numbers) 
 
The first set of maps show the known archaeological sites within the study corridor 
(Figs 1 – 14), the second set show Scheduled Ancient Monuments, Listed Buildings 
and the areas where previous work has been carried out (Figs 13 – 29).  
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APPENDIX 1: THE SOURCES 
 
The sources used during this appraisal were: 
 
Ordnance Survey 1:2500 
 
Edition Date Sheet No. 
1st  1889 Pembs.IX.11; Pembs.XVI.12; Pembs.XXII.4; Pembs.XXII.8; 

Pembs.XXII.15; Pembs.XXII.16 
2nd 1907 Pembs.IX.15; Pembs.XXII.15; Pembs.XXVII.4 
Revised 1937 Pembs.IX.3 
 
Ordnance Survey 1:10560 
 
Edition Date Sheet No. 
1st  1890/1 Pembs.IX.NE; Pembs.IX.SE; Pembs.XVI.NE; Pembs.XVI.SE; 

Pembs.XXII.NE; Pembs.XXII.SE; Pembs.XXIV.SE; 
Pembs.XXVII.NE; Pembs.XXVIII.NW; Pembs.XXVIII.NE; 
Pembs.XXVIII.SE; Pembs.XXIX.NW; Pembs.XXIX.NE; 
Pembs.XXX.NW; Carms.XXXVII.SW: Carms.XXXVII.SE; 
Carms.XXXVIII.SW 

2nd  1907/8 Pembs.IX.NE; Pembs.IX.SE; Pembs.XVI.NE; Pembs.XVI.SE; 
Pembs.XXII.NE; Pembs.XXII.SE; Pembs.XXIV.SE;  
Pembs.XXVII.NE; Pembs.XXVIII.NW; Pembs.XXVIII.NE; 
Pembs.XXVIII.SE; Pembs.XXIX.NW; Pembs.XXIX.NE: 
Pembs.XXXNW; Carms.XXXVII.SW: Carms.XXXVII.SE; 
Carms.XXXVIII.SW 

  
Unpublished sources 
 
BAPTIE 2002 Bluestone Holiday Village Environmental Scoping Report. 
 
Cooper A 2000 Tir Gofal farm visit report, Glancynin. Cambria Archaeology  

report for CCW. Llandeilo. Report No.2000/56. PRN 39842. 
 
Crane P 1994 Proposed Whitland Bypass 1994: report on archaeological  
   assessment. DAT report. Llandeilo. PRN 29554. 
 
James H 1993 Robeston Wathen Bypass: preliminary environmental  

assessment. DAT report for Wallace Evans. Llandeilo. 
 
James H & 2002 Discovery and investigation of a Roman road west of  
Murphy K  Carmarthen. Cambria Archaeology report for Welsh Office  

Highways Directorate. Llandeilo. Report No. 2002.4. PRN  
44300. 

 
James T A 1985 Preliminary Investigations at Pengawse, Whitland. Paper copy  

in DRF file, SMR. Llandeilo. 
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Locock M 2002 Whitland Creamery archaeological appraisal. GGAT report No.  
   2002/036. 
 
Ludlow N 2000 A40 Western Bypass: archaeological watching brief. Cambria  

Archaeology report for Welsh Office Highways Directorate.  
PRN 40362. 

 
Ludlow N 2002 Clos Llwyn, Whitland: archaeological assessment. Cambria  

Archaeology report for GG & CA Perfect Property Developers.  
Report No. 2002/44. PRN 44943. 

 
Murphy K 1994 A40 Fishguard Western Bypass: archaeological assessment  

and evaluation of the preferred route. DAT report for Welsh  
Office Highways Directorate. PRN 28279. 

 
Murphy K & 2002 Historic Landscape Characterisation of the Milford Haven  
Ludlow N  Waterway. Cambria Archaeology report for Cadw. Llandeilo.  

Report No. 2002/02. PRN 43924, 
 
Page N  2000 ‘A Roman road west of Carmarthen: a new avenue of research’.  

In the IFA Yearbook and Directory of Members 2000, p23-25.  
 
Page N  2001 Tir Gofal farm visit report, Rosehill. Cambria Archaeology  
   report for CCW. Llandeilo. Report No. 2001/59. PRN 41605. 
 
Trethowan M 1997 A40(T) Robeston Wathen Bypass preferred route:  

archaeological Stage 3 investigation. Cambria Archaeology  
report for Arup & partners. Llandeilo. PRN 35307. 

 
Published sources 
 
Briggs C S 1990 Garden Archaeology in Wales. BAR report 78. 
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