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SUMMARY

Proposed improvement works by Pembrokeshire County Council on a section of
footway adjacent to Capel Antioch, Crymych, were carried out to widen the footway.
The works included the removal of the boundary wall of the burial ground for Capel
Antioch (NGR SN18153358) and the cutting back of a narrow strip of the burial
ground itself. Because of the sensitive nature of the works Pembrokeshire County
Council commissioned Cambria Archaeology Field Operations to carry out an
archaeological watching brief during the removal of the wall and the cutting back
operations.

Other than the chapel boundary wall, which was stone built with a half-round coping,
no deposits or features of archaeological interest were noted.
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1. INTRODUCTION
1.1 PROJECT COMMISSION

A section of footway adjacent to Capel Antioch, Crymych, was subject to
improvement by Pembrokeshire County Council. The works included the removal of
the boundary wall of the chapel burial ground and the cutting back of a narrow strip of
the burial ground itself. Because of the sensitive nature of the works Pembrokeshire
County Council commissioned Cambria Archaeology Field Operations to carry out an
archaeological watching brief during the removal of the wall and the cutting back
operations.

1.2 SCOPE OF PROJECT

The project was designed to record any features or deposits of archaeological interest
exposed during the works.

1.3 REPORT OUTLINE

This report describes the physical environment of the site (Section 2) before
summarising the watching brief results and the conclusions (Section 3).

1.4 ABBREVIATIONS

Sites recorded on the county Sites and Monuments Record (SMR) will be identified
by their Primary Record Number (PRN) and located by their National Grid Reference

(NGR).

Archaeological features and contexts will be referred to using the continuous three-
figure numbering system (e.g. 001; 010; 100) employed by Cambria Archaeology
Field Operations.
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2. THE SITE
2.1 LOCATION
Capel Antioch (PRN 18976) stands close to the centre of Crymych, Pembrokeshire,

on the side of the A487 Narberth — Cardigan road at SN18153358. The chapel was
constructed in 1845, rebuilt in 1874 and extended in 1927.
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Figure 1: Location plan of watching brief area.
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3. SUMMARY OF WATCHING BRIEF RESULTS
3.1 THE CHAPEL BOUNDARY WALL

Prior to demolition the chapel burial ground was bounded along the roadside by a
stone wall with a rounded stone coping and a recessed gateway. Square pillars flanked
the gateway, which had a metal arch with a central hanging lantern-style light and
decorative metal gates.

The wall was removed and no features or deposits of archaeological interest were
noted.

3.2 CUTTING BACK INSIDE THE BURIAL GROUND

Following the removal of the wall a short section of the burial ground was cut back, to
allow construction of a new wall. It was known from the Trustees of Capel Antioch
that it was unlikely that there were burials in the affected section and none were
encountered.

The cutting back operations revealed a sequence of topsoil overlying sterile clay,
which became shallower from north - south. No archaeological features or deposits
were noted.

3.3 CONCLUSIONS

Except for the former chapel boundary wall, no archaeological features or deposits
were noted during the footway improvement works.

Plate 1: the watching brief area after removal of the wall and cutting back.
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APPENDIX ONE: CATALOGUE OF WATCHING BRIEF
ARCHIVE

The project archive has been indexed and catalogued according to National
Monument Record (NMR) categories and contains the following:

A. Copy of final report.

B. Site records, including context record sheets and site notebook.
D. Site photographs — digital images on disk.

1. Archive report and draft copies of final report.

J. Publication drawings.

M. Miscellaneous correspondence.

There is no material in categories C, E, F, G, H, K, L and N.

The archive is currently held by Cambria Archaeology Field Operations, Llandeilo,
Carmarthenshire as project number 46411.
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