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Call Out Visit 
 
The farm was visited in May 2008 at the request of the Tir Gofal Project 
Officer to address specific management issues. In particular the 
restoration of some traditional buildings within the farmstead. 
 
The aim of this report is to make an assessment of these issues in order to 
provide management recommendations to be incorporated into the Tir 
Gofal Management Plan.  This report is not intended to assess the 
structural condition or stability of any given site. 

 



Introduction 
 
Parc Twad is centred on NGR SN24214477, lying within the community of 
Llandygwydd in Ceredigion, close to the Pembrokeshire border.  The landscape 
surrounding the farm comprises the undulating hills to the north of the Teifi Valley. 
The early history of the farmstead is not well documented although Park y Twad is 
named in parish records of 1786. Early 19th century maps (Ordnance Surveyors 
drawings 1814, Ordnance Survey Old Series 1919, Tithe Map 1839) record the 
farmstead but not in sufficient detail to clarify its early development. What is certain 
is that the present layout was already established when the Ordnance Survey 1st 
edition map was published in 1889. 
 
The area has a number of gentry houses, mostly quite modest but a few to a larger 
scale, with the surrounding landscape having developed a “polite” veneer as 
characterised by a general landscape trend towards shelter belts plantations and 
regular large fields.  
 
The tithe map and apportionment of 1839 indicate that Parc Twad was a relatively 
large freeholding for the time, at 123 acres, when owned by one John Griffiths Esq. 
The farmstead follows a formal layout with the farm buildings arranged in a U-plan 
block and the house lying apart to the north. In its present form, the farmstead would 
seem to represent a later 19th century re-modelling of an earlier 19th century complex, 
with the use of red brick arches and formal plan suggesting lesser gentry status.  
 
 
 



Description 
 
The farmstead has a formal arrangement with the house, brew house and pigsties, in a 
line to the north of the farm buildings. Buildings are generally of stone and slate 
roofed construction with red brick arches and door heads and occasional red brick 
structural walls.  Joinery (doors, windows etc.) was originally of an estate red colour, 
with grey paint dominating later. 
 

 
Facing south-east towards the pigsties and brew house with the farmhouse to the rear.  

 
On the north east side of the farmyard is a four bay stock shed, of stone and slate 
construction with a brick rear wall, having four large red brick arched openings and 
facing onto the farmyard. The floor is of red brick construction. No original internal 
features survive. 
 

 
The front elevation of the stock shed. 

 
At right angles on the south east side of the yard is a long single pitched poultry house 
and shelter shed range of stone and slate roof construction, also with a red brick rear 
wall. The range is open fronted, with red brick piers originally closed off with double 
doors facing onto the farmyard. Few of the double doors now survive and many of the 



openings have been blocked in. Internally a line of modern c.1950s cattle stalls back 
onto the rear wall. At the north-eastern end of this range, is the poultry house of 
mainly brick construction with several tiers of nesting boxes in the walls. A wide 
metal framed (c.1950s) window has been inserted into the front wall of this building.  
 

 
Nesting boxes inside the poultry house.  

 

 
Facing south along the front wall of the shelter shed. 

 
The principal building of the group is a long stone and slate roofed barn range 
opposite. The range appears to have experienced some remodelling in the later 19th 
century. It consists of, from the top (north-east): 
 
A cart house with joist floor to granary over with external stone steps against the 
gable end wall giving access to a granary door. Two large red brick arched cart 
openings face onto the farmyard below. 
 



 
The front elevation of the cart house. Stone steps to the stable hayloft are visible in the left of picture. 

 
An adjoining stable with hayloft over, separated by a structural stone wall, with a 
wide doorway and small pane casement window in the front wall and an inserted 
metal framed window (c.1950s) in the rear wall. The hayloft is accessed externally 
through a dormer door up a set of stone steps in the front wall.  
 
Next is the threshing barn, separated by a red brick partition, with opposed small 
doorways, once for hand threshing, and ventilation slits. The OS map of 1889 shows a 
horse “ginny ring” (now gone) in front of the range. The axle shaft opening survives 
in the base of the wall to the right of the doorway. Between the two doorways is a 
slate slab threshing floor. At the upper (north-east) end of this unit is an inserted 
window opening. 
 

 
The middle part of the barn range showing the threshing barn to the left and stable to the right.  

 
The lower part of the range is marked by a drop to single storey roof level. It has two 
inserted standard width doorways in the front wall and one standard width doorway in 
the rear wall. Any original internal arrangements have been lost and the original 
function is now difficult to discern, although latterly the building appears to have been 
used as a cow house. The absence of original doorways suggests that this part of the 
range would have been accessed from the threshing doors. One possible explanation 
is that it served as storage bays for crops. Along the front wall of the range are the 



walled in remains of a series of evenly spaced rectangular window openings, which 
could have acted as pitching holes whilst providing added ventilation. Several 
identical blocked in openings are visible on the opposite (right) side of the threshing 
doors also.  
 

 
The lower part of the range. The filled in remains of former openings are visible in the walls.  

 
Adjacent, to the south-west lie the remains of another building the extent of which is 
identified by its footings and a surviving section of walling. Its original function is no 
longer known.  



Ti r G of al m a n a g e m e nt r e c o m m e n d ati o ns 
 
F ut ur e m a n a g e m e nt s h o ul d a d dr ess h o w b est t o m ai nt ai n t h e c h ar a ct er of t h e 
f ar mst e a d gr o u p as a w h ol e. T h e pri n ci pl e ai m s h o ul d b e t o r et ur n all tr a diti o n al 
b uil di n gs t o a st a bl e c o n diti o n (i e. e ns uri n g t h at r o ofs ar e w ell m ai nt ai n e d, a n d w alls 
ar e st a bl e a n d a d e q u at el y p oi nt e d). T h e s e c o n d ar y ai m s h o ul d b e t o e n h a n c e t h e 
hist ori c e xt er n al c h ar a ct er of t h e b uil di n gs b y r e p airi n g or r e pl a ci n g j oi n er y f e at ur es 
as n e c ess ar y.  
 
T h e tr a diti o n al f ar m b uil di n gs at P ar c T w a d ar e g e n er all y i n a r e as o n a bl e c o n diti o n 
alt h o u g h s o m e sl at es ar e missi n g or dis pl a c e d fr o m t h e r o of of t h e b ar n r a n g e a n d t h e 
s h elt er s h e d o p p osit e, w hilst p arts of t h e m as o nr y w alls ar e als o i n n e e d of 
c o ns oli d ati o n. T h e r o of of t h e bri c k pi gst y b uil di n gs a dj oi ni n g t h e br e w h o us e is als o 
i n n e e d of r e p air.  
 
Tir G of al a d vi c e a d v o c at es t h e us e of m at eri als t h at m at c h t h os e us e d ori gi n all y. 
R e p airs s h o ul d b e u n d ert a k e n o n a li k e f or li k e b asis, m o d ell e d o n t h e ori gi n als usi n g 
t h e s a m e m at eri als a n d m et h o ds of c o nstr u cti o n. 
 
P ri n ci p al ai m  

• T o r et u r n all t r a diti o n al b uil di n gs t o a st a bl e a n d w e at h e r p r o of c o n diti o n 
b y u n d e rt a ki n g r o of r e p ai rs a n d m as o n r y c o n s oli d ati o n.  

 
R e- r o ofi n g 

• M ai nt ai n t h e ori gi n al r o of wit h p at c h r e p airs w h er e p ossi bl e. C ar ef ull y m at c h 
t h e ori gi n al m at eri als us e d. 

• R et ai n a n y ori gi n al d et ail i n a n y r e p airs ( e g. t h e st yl e of t h e ri d g e til es or 
disti n cti v e li n e of sl at es h u n g u n d er t h e e a v es). 

 
R o ofli g hts 
T h e f ar m er h as e n q uir e d a b o ut r e pl a ci n g r o of li g hts (t h e st o c k s h e d a n d b ar n r a n g e 
b ot h h a v e s m all s h e ets of gl ass i ns ert e d b et w e e n t h e sl at es i n t h eir fr o nt r o of pit c h es).  

 
• Alt h o u g h n ot g e n er all y a hist ori c f e at ur e o n tr a diti o n al f ar m b uil di n gs, t h e r o of 

li g hts at P ar c T w a d, alt h o u g h u nli k el y t o b e p art of t h e ori gi n al r o of 
c o nstr u cti o n, ar e a n hist ori c f e at ur e. T h e si m pl e n at ur e of t h eir c o nstr u cti o n, 
c o m prisi n g a s h e et of gl ass i ns ert e d i nt o a sl at e r o of i n li e u of s e v er al 
i n di vi d u al sl at es is s u c h t h at t h e y d o n ot a d v ers el y aff e ct t h e a p p e ar a n c e of t h e 
b uil di n g t o t h e e xt e nt t h at a s e al e d- u nit r o of li g ht w o ul d.  

• If t h e r o ofli g hts ar e t o b e r ei nst at e d, t h e y s h o ul d b e t o t h e s a m e d esi g n as t h e 
ori gi n als. I d e all y t h e y s h o ul d b e r ei nst at e d i n t h e r e ar r o of pit c h es i n or d er t o 
mi ni mis e vis u al i m p a ct. 

 



M as o n r y c o n s oli d ati o n/ R e p oi nti n g 
• I n r e p airi n g st o n e w or k, t a k e c ar e t o m at c h t h e t y p e of st o n e, t h e st yl e of 

dr essi n g a n d t h e m et h o d of l a yi n g i n a n y n e w w or k.  
• As a g e n er al r ul e r e p oi nti n g is pr e m at ur e u ntil m ort ar h as w e at h er e d b a c k t o a 

d e pt h e q ui v al e nt t o t h e j oi nt wi dt h or is v er y l o os e. R e p oi nti n g s h o ul d b e 
c arri e d o ut usi n g a li m e m ort ar mi x t h at cl os el y m at c h es t h at of t h e ori gi n al. 

  
S e c o n d a r y ai m 

• T o f u rt h e r e n h a n c e t h e hist o ri c c h a r a ct e r of t h e b uil di n gs b y r e p ai ri n g o r 
r ei n st ati n g j oi n e r y el e m e nts ( d o o rs, wi n d o w s)   

 
D o o rs  
Ori gi n al d o ors s h o ul d b e r et ai n e d if at all p ossi bl e. T h e r e m o v al of ol d d o ors c a n h a v e 
a  n eg ati v e i m p a ct o n t h e c h ar a ct er of tr a diti o n al f ar m b uil di n gs. R e pl a c e m e nt s h o ul d 
b e a l ast r es ort, o nl y u n d ert a k e n w h e n r e p air is n ot pr a cti c all y p ossi bl e.   
 

• R et ai n ol d d o or f ur nit ur e w h er e p ossi bl e ( e g. ori gi n al l at c h es, b olts, hi n g es). 
• R et ai n t h e ori gi n al w o o d w or k fi nis h – f ar mst e a ds t y pi c all y h a d a si g n at ur e 

p ai nt w or k c ol o ur (r e d est at e p ai nt i n t his i nst a n c e alt h o u g h t his w as l at er 
r e pl a c e d wit h a gr e y c ol o ur s c h e m e). 

• If t h e a p p e ar a n c e of t h e ori gi n al d o ors is n ot k n o w n t h e n r e pl a c e m e nt 
e x a m pl es s h o ul d b e c o nstr u ct e d f oll o wi n g a tr a diti o n al d esi g n, eit h er b as e d o n 
ot h er e x a m pl es wit hi n t h e f ar mst e a d or, f aili n g t h at, ot h er e x a m pl es fr o m 
si mil ar tr a diti o n al f ar m b uil di n gs.   

• C o nt a ct D A T f or f urt h er i nf or m ati o n if n e c ess ar y. 

 
Wi n d o w s 
F a r m b uil di n gs oft e n h a d disti n cti v e wi n d o w t y p es, w hi c h v ari e d a c c or di n g t o 
f u n cti o n.  
 

• As a g e n er al r ul e, r e pl a c e m e nt wi n d o ws s h o ul d b e m o d ell e d o n t h e ori gi n als 
w h er e p ossi bl e.  

• If t h e a p p e ar a n c e of t h e ori gi n al wi n d o ws is n ot k n o w n t h e n r e pl a c e m e nt 
e x a m pl es s h o ul d b e c o nstr u ct e d f oll o wi n g a tr a diti o n al d esi g n, eit h er b as e d o n 
ot h er e x a m pl es wit hi n t h e f ar mst e a d or, f aili n g t h at, ot h er r e gi o n al e x a m pl es. 

• R et ai n t h e ori gi n al w o o d w or k fi nis h – f ar mst e a ds t y pi c all y h a d a si g n at ur e 
p ai nt w or k c ol o ur (r e d est at e p ai nt i n t his i nst a n c e alt h o u g h t his w as l at er 
r e pl a c e d wit h a gr e y c ol o ur s c h e m e). 

• C o nt a ct D A T f or f urt h er i nf or m ati o n if n e c ess ar y. 
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Map of farmstead 

   


