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Call Out Visit 
A visit was undertaken at the request of the Tir Gofal Project Officer to 
address specific issues at Llwyncolfa farmstead.   
 
Description 
A call out visit was undertaken on two occasions.  A site meeting took place on the 5th 
September 2007 with the Tir Gofal Project Officer, Cambria Archaeology Tir Gofal 
Archaeologist and the landowner in order to assess the condition of and works to 
buildings within the farmstead.  Of primary concern was the structural stability of a 
clom (earth) wall.  In the light of these discussions it was resolved that the clom wall 
would have to be taken down due to is structural instability.  A further call out visit 
was also carried on the 19th October 2007 out to record the clom wall and observe its 
dismantling in order to further record its structural make up. 
 
Farmstead 
The farmstead comprises the farmhouse, a substantial detached double fronted 
building built in the Georgian tradition of stone construction, slate roof and original 
sliding sash windows with margin lights.  Externally its original features are intact 
and would appear to correspond with the datestone over the front door of 1897.   The 
farmhouse lies at the top of the farmstead overlooking the farmyard.  A long 
combination farm building lies down-the-slope, including at the upper end a stable 
with lofted granary above and beyond a one-storey cow shed.   
 

 
The stable with granary above. 
 
The farmstead retains the character of a historic working farm.  All the farm buildings 
except the farm house are likely to date from the 19th century and are certainly 
recorded on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey map of 1890.  Modifications taking place 



i n t h e 1 9t h a n d 2 0t h c e nt uri es h a v e n ot h a d a si g nifi c a ntl y d etri m e nt al i m p a ct a n d 
i nst e a d d e m o nstr at e t h e c h a n gi n g n at ur e of t h e f ar mi n g e c o n o m y o v er t h e p ast 
c e nt ur y.  T h e s y m p at h eti c m a n a g e m e nt of t h e b uil di n gs m ai nt ai ns t h e hist ori c 
i nt e grit y; i n cl u di n g t h e c o nsist e nt us e of r e d o xi d e c ol o ur e d p ai nt w or k o n t h e j oi n er y, 
i n cl u di n g all d o ors, wi n d o ws a n d r ai n w at er g o o ds. 
 
R e c o m m e n d ati o n s f o r b uil di n g r est o r ati o n 
O p p ort u niti es f or r est or ati o n of t h e b uil di n gs  wit hi n t h e f ar mst e a d s h o ul d b e 
w el c o m e d.  I n p arti c ul ar t h e st a bl e a n d gr a n ar y r o of w o ul d b e n efit fr o m r e p airs i n 
or d er t o m ai nt ai n t h e b uil di n g i n a s o u n d a n d w e at h er pr o of c o n diti o n.  T h e f oll o wi n g 
g ui d eli n es s h o ul d b e o bs er v e d i n a n y r est or ati o n w or ks: 

• A n y r e p airs s h o ul d r et ai n as m u c h of t h e ori gi n al m at eri al as p ossi bl e.  
• W h er e r e pl a c e m e nt is u n a v oi d a bl e m at eri als s h o ul d b e us e d w hi c h m at c h t h e 

ori gi n al as cl os el y as p ossi bl e.   
• P arti c ul ar att e nti o n s h o ul d b e gi v e n t o r e pli c at e t h e ori gi n al sl at es i n si z e a n d 

c ol o ur a n d t h e c o ursi n g t e c h ni q u e.  
 

St a bl e / G r a n a r y 
T h e st a bl e wit h gr a n ar y a b o v e is b uilt i n l o c al r a n d o m r u b bl e st o n e wit h l ar g e st o n e 
q u oi ns. E xt er n al st o n e st e ps at t h e g a bl e e n d pr o vi d e a c c ess t o t h e gr a n ar y a b o v e.  T h e 
i nt er n al arr a n g e m e nt of st alls a n d l o os e b o x es h a v e b e e n r e m o v e d, h o w e v er t h e or d er 
of o p e ni n gs i n t h e fr o nt s o ut h w est er n w all s u g g est t h at a l o os e b o x l a y at t h e n ort h 
e n d of t h e b uil di n g wit h st alls arr a n g e d al o n g t h e r e ar w all b el o w.   
 
C o w S h e d 
T h e c o w s h e d is a si m pl e si n gl e st or e y l o n g r a n g e wit h t w o m o d er n l e a n-t os o n t h e 
fr o nt w all i n c or p or ati n g a d air y u nit.  Alt h o u g h s o m e w h at m o difi e d i n t h e 2 0 t h 
c e nt ur y, wit h t h e i nt er n al st alls r e or d er e d t o i n c or p or at e a l o n g f e e d p ass a g e a g ai nst 
t h e r e ar w all, t h e c o w s h e d r et ai ns m u c h of its hist ori c c h ar a ct er. 

 
T h e c o w s h e d h a s b e e n a d d e d t o i n t h e 2 0 t h c e nt u r y t o a c c o m m o d at e mil ki n g e q ui p m e nt 



 
Cart Shed 
A detached building, at the foot of the farmstead and adjacent to the public road, is a 
small cart shed.  This building is constructed of a mixture of building materials, 
largely stone and slate, with brick used for dressings and most significantly clom or 
earth makes up the pine end of the building.  This would appear to be a relic survival 
of a building material which was more widely used on the farmstead.  The landowner, 
whose family have been living on the farm since the 19th century recalls how 
buildings of clom in previous generations have been replaced gradually by stone.   
Unfortunately when the clom wall was observed in September 2007, it was so 
significantly eroded at its base it was deemed to be potentially dangerous and 
irreparable.   It was therefore considered that a record should be made prior to its 
removal. 
 

 
The cart shed lies at the bottom of the farmstead   
 
The cart shed is a single storey building with two double cart entrances offset to the 
northern end of the southwest facing wall, with an adjacent window at the southern 
end.  Within the apex of the northern gable end is a single opening.  The cart shed has 
been extended to the northeast with a stone and brick built corrugated iron roofed 
lean-to.  The original northeastern wall has been removed and its load bearing role 
replaced by two wooden posts supporting the roof.  Brick has been used extensively 
in the construction of this building, largely around the openings and for other 
dressings and also substantially in the construction of the lean- to walls.   
The roof trusses are of simple A-frame type. 
 
Clom walling 
The clom wall is built upon a stone plinth c0.4m high.  The wall has a section of 0.5m 
at its widest, but the lower section has been severely eroded away by stock rubbing 
against the building.  Within the clom walling there are significant horizontal building 
lifts visible, with sections of mud laid down between 0.4 - 0.5m high indicating the 



c o nstr u cti o n s e q u e n c e.  T h es e lifts ar e cl e arl y visi bl e as diff er e nti al c ol o urs of m u d, 
s u g g esti n g diff er e nt mi x es of m at eri al f or e a c h c o nstr u cti o n e pis o d e. 
 

 
T h e cl o m w alli n g d e m o n str at es t h e c o n str u cti o n al s e q u e n c e, wit h h o riz o nt al b uil di n g ‘lifts’ cl e a rl y 
vi si bl e  

 
T h e  c o m p ositi o n of t h e cl o m is l ar g el y cl a y wit h a s u bst a nti al q u a ntit y of or g a ni c 
m att er, i n cl u di n g c h o p p e d str a w a n d l e a v es, t his b e c a m e a p p ar e nt as t h e w all w as 
dis m a ntl e d, as t h e or g a ni c r e m ai ns h a d o b vi o usl y d e c o m p os e d a n d er o d e d i n t h e 
e xt er n al s urf a c e of t h e w all, h o w e v er wit hi n t h e m atri x of t h e w alli n g or g a ni c m att er 
still s ur vi v es.  F ort y litr es of e art h w alli n g w er e c oll e ct e d f or f urt h er a n al ysis of its 
c o m p ositi o n.  Fi n e s h al e st o n e w as als o a s u bst a nti al c o m p o n e nt of t h e m atri x, 
c o m prisi n g u p t o 4 0 % of t h e w alli n g m at eri al.  T h e s h al e w as n o l ar g er t h a n 1 4 c m i n 
si z e a n d v er y a n g ul ar.  Littl e ri v er w or n gr a v el w as a p p ar e nt wit hi n t h e w alli n g. 
 
At t h e ti m e of d e m oliti o n a r e c or d w as m a d e c o m prisi n g: 

• a s k et c h el e v ati o n, s h o wi n g di m e nsi o ns a n d b uil di n g lifts,  
• hi g h q u alit y di git al p h ot o gr a p hs  
• a s a m pl e of 4 0 litr es of cl o m w as c oll e ct e d 

 
A c o p y of t his r e p ort al o n g wit h t h e ar c hi v al m at eri al will b e st or e d i n C a m bri a 
Ar c h a e ol o g y’s ar c hi v e st or e. 

 
 
 
 


