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A) INTRODUCTION AND OBJECTIVES

2. Historic landscape character & archaeological and historical content
HISTORIC LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
The National Botanic Gardens lie in the communftizZlanarthney, Carmarthenshire.

The location of the National Botanic Gardens hanlestablished on the site of the
former mansion house of Middleton Hall and its agsed parkland. The parkland and
gardens have subsequently been included, at Grragighin the Register of Landscapes,
Parks and Gardens of Special Historic Interest alég/(Cadw; ICOMOS 2002). The
registered parkland extends to about 586 acressawdghly divided into the area which
is now occupied by the National Botanic Gardeng/afes; an area of amenity woodland
walks to the north, accessible from Pont Felin-gat the farmed land which lies largely
to the east of the former lakes. It is the farm tr@darea of amenity woodland which
form the subject of this report.

The main landscaping phase of the environs of Mial Hall were largely carried out in
the late 18th /early 19th centuries, with the esinformal park having been laid out by
1815. The overall designer of the park is not kn@awd a number of theories have been
proposed within various extensive studies and gegums of the park (Cadw 2002,
Gallagher 1997, Ludlow 1995). One of the definihgracteristics of the parkland
landscape is the use of water features such aslgkesa, waterfalls and cascades which
were employed to grand effect. Elsewhere the lapistas been group planted with
deciduous trees and fine specimen trees scattem@aghout. The parkland landscape
however, should be viewed as a coherent wholeastdesigned as a series of vistas to be
viewed from Middleton Hall and to provide a suigeinvironment for the setting of the
great house. Some of these features have subsbodisappeared and lakes have silted
up - a process, which in some cases, began vdyyaar

More recently in the 20th century the parkland besn farmed, with the introduction of
new field boundaries which include extensive deecing.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORIC CONTENT

This landscape also has evidence of activity gadhe development of the great park and
there are suggestions of earlier processes at wimllading a circular enclosure which
may be the remains of a small defended homesteladroAge date (PRN 56608). It

would appear that this has been later reused &deceelandscape feature and was planted
with a group of trees. Elsewhere evidence of adikéd boundaries have been identified
(PRN 49598) which bear no relation to the parklaydut and which must predate its
creation. The earliest documented settlement eagrer mansion house which was built
by Henry Middleton in the mid 17th century, theesaf which is still visible as low
earthworks on the east side of the valley (PRN@H),0A possible fishpond may be
associated with this former habitation (PRN 31010).



However, the majority of individual historic featigrlisted in the gazetteer below relate to
the parkland landscaping; they include trackwayb@aths allowing access and
enjoyment of the designed landscape (PRNs 566666/,0) and predominantly the
complex water features including cascades, watgrfanamental lakes and bridges.
However, as expressed above, the individual feattaanot be viewed or treated
separately but must be considered in the conteatdesigned landscape (PRN 3412).

KEY OBJECTIVE

The key management objective for the historic emnment of this holding is the
conservation and maintenance of the registeredgratkThe complex of water features
including the cascades, lakes and waterfalls alewintedly of great historical importance
which would benefit from a programme of repairsysaidation and restoration work, in
conjunction with a detailed archaeological surve\awever, a project such as this would
be too vast to be considered within the scopeeflih Gofal scheme.

However, opportunities may be present, throughlth&ofal scheme, which allow the
repair or restoration of other significant aspedtthe park. It is recommended in this
report that the restoration of parkland should dres@ered through tree planting, which
would allow the regeneration and maintenance op#rkland character which is

provided by scattered specimen trees and clustgoeghs. Should any of these options be
considered, further consultation will be necessatly the Inspector for Historic Parks

and Gardens at Cadw: Welsh Historic Monumentsdtiteon the repair of the well head
(PRN 31011) has also been identified as a possiltdgect for restoration.



B2) HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT FEATURES

All known historic environment features are markedViap 1 of this agreement

These are divided into three types:

i) Archaeological and Historic Features: Archaeaiabsites, earthwork monuments,
ruined structures and individual historic gardeattiees.

i) Traditional Buildings: Structures built befot®18 using traditional materials and
methods of construction.

iii) Historic Parks and Gardens: Discrete areasuad laid out in an ornamental way for
the pleasure of the owner.

All historic environment features have been alledatategories of importance:
Site Status A: Sites and Monuments of National Irtgpwe.

Site Status B: Sites/Features of Regional Impoganc

Site Status C: Sites/Features of Local Importance.

Site Status D: Minor and damaged sites.

Site Status U: Sites requiring further investigatio

General requirements

Historic earthworks, stone structures, archaeodgites, traditional buildings, park
and gardens must all be retained and protectedsigégamage. The management of
these features must comply with the following gahezquirements.

U]

« Do not remove any material from archaeologicaksitehistoric features, or
deposit spoil, farm waste or rubbish.

« Ensure contractors and all other workers on tha fare aware of the historic
environment features and comply with the requiremsenthis agreement.
They should take appropriate measures to avoidieetal damage.

« Do not carry out any excavation, erect any newcsire or plant any trees
without the prior approval of the Project Officer.

« Do not site new fencing or vehicular tracks on aeglogical or historic sites
without the prior approval of the Project Officer.

« Ensure that the use of metal detectors and thetregof discoveries
complies with the Treasure Act 1996 and associetelés of practice. The
Portable Antiquities Scheme website (http://wwwd&rorg.uk) provides
valuable guidance and information.

« Please report all discoveries of archaeologicarest to Cambria
Archaeology (01558 823131). This enables them tmtaia an up-to-date
record of archaeological discoveries.

" Scheduled” Ancient Monuments (SAMs) have statutory protection and consent
from Cadw may berequired for worksto these monuments. Consult the Project
Officer for advice.

" Listed Buildings' also have statutory protection and permission from the L ocal




Planning Authority may berequired for someworks. Thisalso appliesto
buildings within the curtilage of alisted building. Consult the Project Officer for
Advice

In addition to these general requirements you roostply with the specific sets of
prescriptions set out below:




1) ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORIC FEATURES:

Archaeological sites, earthwork monuments, ruined structures and individual
historic garden features.

L ocation and description:
A search of the regional Historic Environment Rec(iER) held by the Cambria
Archaeology has identified the following sites andnuments which are indicated on

Map 1.

Other sites may be known to the landowner and thleseld be identified to the Project
Officer who will pass the information to Cambriachaeology.

Name (& PRN) Period/Site type NGR Status SAM/listing Management
required
1 MIDDLETON HALL M edieval ?; Post SN53071804 B Specific
(31011) M edieval well

The well-head lies beneath a low brick barrel-vedilbuilding partly set into the hillside. Enterédough a
low door in the limestone north (end) wall. Undadiy the spring in the park mentioned in the 182k S
catalogue which formerly supplied Middleton Haldawutbuildings (also owner, Waun-las Farm, pers.

comm.). The end wall is stone faced with brick ascbver the doorway and the barrel vaulted top. Ash
trees have seeded in the top of vault and brick leen pushed out from the face. Fortunately tisadje
has been arrested recently by the trees beinglfetid the roots left in plac¥isited22/03/2006 (Alice

Pyper)

The barrel vaulted well — head, fortunately recemrk by the farmer has arrested the damage beingea
by tree roots. It would be beneficial to continies work and carry out some consolidation workthaef
structure.

MIDDLETON HALL Post M edieval SN52511858 B Generic
(30978) ornamental lake

Roughly 'L' shaped, fourth and largest of the seflam at southern end retaining higher Waun-lasipo
northern end retained by dam, earthwork has sulviderner (1815) depicts existing shape of lakd ait
subsidiary lake midway along eastern section, hewen the Sale Plan (1824) it is only marked aiizn.
Path on eastern side of lake no longer evidentieresection survives as earthwork set back fragiral
lake edge, pronounced leading towards bath ho@88¢@. Water remains in northern section, silted an
colonised by trees. Pond du exits into the Lowerd?@0979) via two outfalls. One represents thenat
stream valley (Horner, 1815;Sale Plan, 1824;Titlap 1849) the main outfall was via the extreme north
east end and the channel was retained by a lottgaak dam leading to cascade(30980). NDL 1995



Due to breaches in the dam walls at the north leadiake water levels are currently low and quiteketl
with vegetationVisited22/03/2006 (Alice Pyper)

A view looking south across the ornamental Iake'clahows the accumulation of vegetation

MIDDLETON HALL Post M edieval SN52701875 B Generic
(30979) ornamental lake

The Lower Pond (Horners ‘Lower Lake'1815) occupiesrtificial basin retained by masonry dam (30998)
the Gwynnon formerly flowed out of the park beneRtint Felin Gat (16928). An overflow channel exits
west from the pond to the Gwynon shown in 1907 (farate Survey second edition) and still survivingas
shallow, rather irregular ditch. The pond is terr@dte Mill Pond' in the Tithe survey of 1849; thés no
evidence of a former mill, but name may refer tatBas corn mill at Hoel-Fawr though this was suggli

by a separate millrace. There is no evidence ®iptiths around the lake shown on the Tithe map3(184
The lake had begun to silt by 1907 (Ordnance Suseepnd edition), now completely choked and planted
with Ash. The Gwynon has cut through the silt whichw stands 1m higher than the stream bed, anabrok
through the dam. NDL 1995 The condition of the lak&006 remains much as described in 1945ited
22/03/2006 (Alice Pyper)

MIDDLETON HALL Post M edieval SN52831868 A Generic
(30980) cascade

The cascade leading from Pond Du to the confluaritethe Gwynon was dry when visited, 7/9/95. Ityma
also be attributed to Grier. It was restored um8C without prior recording. Southern half
sympathetically restored to three limestone rulikks, each 2m high and floored with large regslate
slabs, between a downhill sloping limestone rulgaleapet. The uppermost level now floored with ceter
and crossed by a timber bridge. The lower northathis a shallow curving chute with two low steps,
floored with concrete in which limestone slabs hbgen set. NDL 1995 Condition in 2006 was much as
described as that in 1998isited22/03/2006 (Alice Pyper)



The restored dry cascade

MIDDLETON HALL Post M edieval SN53061869 B Generic
(30981) ornamental lake

The Fishpond was the first and highest pond albagfon Gwynon at least from 1824 (Sale Plan), not
shown by Horner but may be at the edge of the gt is retained by a dam at its west end tht st
survives and through which water exits via doubéér(80982). The Tithe map (1849) terms it 'Upper
Warren Pond'. The slight earthworks visible wittiie pond may, however be traces of compartments. Th
pond has, since at least 1907 (Ordnance Surveydeatdtition), been completely choked with silts. The
condition in 2006 is much as described above irb198ited22/03/2006 (Alice Pyper)

MIDDLETON HALL Post M edieval SN53131866 A Generic
(30982) cascade

The sluice is now a wide (4m), limestone-lined ciewith a low (0.5m)weir at the east end. Watew#
over this and then through a circular opening liova(1.5m) dam, the drop in level being 1m. It tHiews
between walls, 2m high, with a northward curve o8ket for a timber is present in the north wall. A
possible bridge is marked on the Sale Plan (182d}lze Tithe map (1849).NDL 1995 The cascade
underwent restoration some years ago unfortuneg@lginted in cement. However, some cracking is now
visible within the wall below the cascade and &iining walls to either side are undermindiited
22/03/2006 (Alice Pyper)

MIDDLETON HALL Post M edieval SN52711858 C Generic
(30983) footbridge

A footbridge is shown crossing the long eastermnkhof Pond du in all sources from 1815 (Horner) t
1964(Ordnance Survey). It has now gone, but walsgirly of timber.NDL 1995. The site of this foothyl
was not identified on the farm visit in 2008isited22/03/2006 (Alice Pyper)

MIDDLETON HALL Post Medieval SN52541862 B Generic
(30985) spring

An ornamental masonry spring/grotto, rebuilt in @98nder the MSC. Unfortunately there was no record
made of the structure prior to the rebuild. It features a concrete gargoyilesitu or re-used?, beneath a
2-centered stone arch reached by a shallow fligteps down at either end. NDL 1995 The conditibn
this grotto in 2006 is much as described aboveOBb1Visited22/03/2006 (Alice Pyper)



MIDDLETON HALL Post M edieval SN53011868 B Generic
(30986) reservoir

Pond supplying the waterfall (30990) and retaingitddam. Shown by Horner (1815) who terms ites t
'reservoir’, called the 'Lower Warren Pond' in 18fihe map). Coeval with the waterfall. Formerlitiwa
regular oval outline, now marsh. NDL 1995 Whenteidiin 2006 the pond was choked with silt and
populated with trees and scrilisited22/03 C Alicewaper)

At

The waterfall and pond eyond which has beomeltmjgim vegetation.

MIDDLETON HALL Post M edieval SN53101869 A Generic
(30987) bridge

The substantial masonry bridge that still carriésiekway over the Gwynon is shown by Horner(1841%
has all the Cockerell motifs. It was restored i #980s under the MSC apparently without prior réicg).
There are no parapets between the piers but threnef presence is suggested by drainage chanoseis fr
the roadway, and parapets continue for some distaorth of the piers. Limestone rubble throughbidL
1995. When visited in 2006 the restored bridge wasstable conditiorVisited22/03/2006 (Alice Pyper)

MIDDLETON HALL Post M edieval SN52961870 C Generic
(30988) bridge

A bridge illustrated in the Sale plan of 1824 aharp angle to the Gwynon and is suggested in (BGF
edition). It has now gone but the cuttings for titaeks leading to it from either side are cleasuiviving
timber set horizontally into the north bank reftetiie angle of the former bridge. 1995 Not idesdifon the
farm visit in 2006.

MIDDLETON HALL Post M edieval SN52841870 C Generic
(30989) footbridge

Footbridge constructed in the later 19th Centumefdlace an earlier bridge (30991) slightly furtbast.
Completely rebuilt under the MSC in the 1980s aoe nomprising a timber walkway on limestone rubble
abutments. NDL 199¥isited22/03/2006 (Alice Pyper)

MIDDLETON HALL Post M edieval SN52951872 A Generic
(30990) water garden

A masonry faced waterfall supplied by the formesé&tgoir (30986). Doubtless part of Grier’s original
work it is marked as 'Cascade' on the Horner drgni@815). Partly restored in the 1980s but largely
original fabric. It is a curving limestone rubblard, 5m high and over 2m wide, and vertical downciwhi
the Gwynon falls onto rocks below. There are thmeaias of a slight parapet on the downstream sidd. N
1995. The waterfall appears in 2006 much as itleas described in 1995. The pond behind it iscsilie
and brambles and self seeded trees have colohisesbtith side of iVisited22/03/2006 (Alice Pyper)



The early 19 centry Watefall - subequntl restored in #te Rd" century

MIDDLETON HALL Post Medieval SN52861870 C Generic
(30991) bridge

Bridge first shown on the Tithe map (1849) but agpld in the 19th century by 30989 built slightlyttier
west. The overgrown northern abutment for thisieabdridge can still be seen as a small open ended
rectangular structure of limestone (?and brick)e Bridge was probably of timber. The conditionhsf t
bridge abutment in 2006 is much as described ifb 19&ited22/03/2006 (Alice Pyper)

MIDDLETON HALL Post M edieval SN53061867 B Generic
(30992) cottage?

The south-east corner of a mixed rubble and mbrdding are present on the eastern side of ttekvay
leading from bridge (30987) and aligned to thekrdde walls now stand to 0.3m, the eastern linibde

3m in length and the southern 1m. Not shown onaditiye map sources. Function-unknown; cottage? NDL
1995 The walls of this building are still in sitnchare 0.35 m thick. A mature beech tree now gneitisn

the angle of the building/isited22/03/2006 (Alice Pyper)

MIDDLETON HALL Post M edieval SN52761872 C Generic
(30993) bridge

A bridge crossing the Gwynon where it formerly eatethe Lower Pond is shown from Horner (1815) to
the Ordnance Survey 1:5000 of 1964. All that ish¥ésin the field is an arrangement of cobbleston t
eastern bank which may represent the abutmenttforbeer bridge. NDL 1995 When visited in 2006 the
bridge abutments where identified as stone bugitgpon either side of the river standing to a Heidi®.6m
and ¢ 2 m wideVisited22/03/2006 (Alice Pyper)

MIDDLETON HALL  Post Medieval SN52671884 C Generic
(30994) bridge

A bridge is shown north of the Lower Pond on thé4.@rdnance Survey 1:50000. Two slight masonry
abutments remain. NDL 1995 The bridge abutmentg wet identified on the farm visit in 2006.

MIDDLETON HALL Medieval; Post SN52701865 U Generic
(30995) Medieval rabbit
warren

Field name on Tithe schedule, 1849, correspondir@rtinance Survey field no.7370. No physical evid



for warren has been observed in the field, in @a &eavily overgrown, but proper field survey nmeagate
surviving earthworks. Ridge and furrow has beereoled within the park (30974), and there is a fasi
fishpond nearby (31010). NDL 1995 No further liglas shed on the whereabouts of a warren when this
area was visited in 2006, however this locatiostilsvery overgrownVisited22/03/2006 (Alice Pyper)

MIDDLETON HALL Post M edieval SN52571867 C Generic
(30996) quarry

Former quarry, in shale, now overgrown. It doesapgear to be marked on any maps and probably pre-
dates the park-?18th century. Not visited on fanmesy in 2006.

MIDDLETON HALL Post Medieval field SN52901790 U Generic
(30997) system

Field boundaries no map evidence nor correspofateo park layout. Represent regular pattern oflisma
enclosed fields, believed to be of 17th-18th centhffaced when park laid out, survive as slightieaorks
some pronounced on AP's. This area was not visitetie farm survey in 2006.

MIDDLETON HALL Post Medieval dam SN52701880 A Generic
(30998)

Massive limestone rubble dam of Lower Pond (309IfByery poor condition, overgrown, and not restiore
originally over 2m high and c.1m wide. Sluice ne¢s - the Gwynon has cut a new channel through the
Lower Pond area, through the eastern quarter addheand has taken away its abutment. It now flows
along the north (downstream) face of the dam whesecurrently being retained by gabions. Wheritets

in 2006 the dam was in a similar condition to #escribed above in 199¥isited22/03/2006 (Alice

Pyper)

MIDDLETON HALL Post M edieval SN52591810 C Generic
(31004) bridge

The earthwork abutments for a small (timber?) idger the brook west of Waun-las Farm. No bridge
here is shown in any of the map sources. The §itgibridge was not established with certainty, &n
area of scattered stone on either side of therstreay be the remains of an abutmafisited22/03/2006
(Alice Pyper)

MIDDLETON HALL Medieval? ridge SN527179 U Generic
(31008) and furrow

An area of low north-south earthworks which mayrespnt medieval ridge-and-furrow. Not visited 78/9
NDL 1995 This site is recorded in an area of wondlevhich was not visited during the farm survey in
2006.

MIDDLETON HALL M edieval ?; Post SN52601823 A Generic
(31009) M edieval mansion

Complex of earthworks. Massive earthwork platfodefined by scarps substantially raised on the
downslope side. The complex can be seen to liedtlerzepark pathway , and has been interpretediag be
the earlier mansion site (4570; Lloyd-Fern et. latipwn only from documentary sources. The field @am
the Tithe survey does not suggest any former fanctiower Walks'. However a Farthing of 1773 was
found here associated with an area of mortar. NB®51This extensive area of earthworks occupiesitba
to the north of Waun-las and between the streanttanfleld boundary. The earthworks are up to Orbm
profile in an area of pasture. The 1st edition shtvat this area was planted with specimen treesVer
none remain. This archaeologically highly sensitivea is in stable condition at present and witlaim so
as long as no development or ground intrusive iietsvof any kind take plac#/isited22/03/2006 (Alice

Pyper)



The site of the former mansion can be identified:bhyearthrks shown in the photograph above,
looking west.

MIDDLETON HALL Post M edieval SN530183 C Generic
(31010) fishpond?

Large rectangular depression, possible earthwarka lam in the brook and overflow channel at istw
end. They pre-date the park and are shown in nbtieeanap sources. Possibly associated with thequs
mansion site (31009). The earthworks now suppbedge. Visited in 2006. The site of the allegedfend
is wooded Visited22/03/2006 (Alice Pyper)

MIDDLETON HALL Post M edieval SN53231794 U Generic
(31012) building

A small group of buildings, just west of Allt-gotiodge, is shown on the Tithe map (1849) but hacedpn
1907 (Ordnance Survey second edition). There ismoyield evidence for this complex. The site afsl
buildings is now on the boundary of woodland ansty@. There is no visible trace of these buildings
within the field itself.Visited22/03/2006 (Alice Pyper)

MIDDLETON HALL Post Medieval SN52561748 C Generic
(31013) bridge

The Tithe map shows a bridge over the easternnsfn@ast of Bryn-crwys Farm. This had gone by 1907
(Ordnance Survey second edition). Archaeologicalence for the abutments and piers may remain. Site
not visited 7/9/95 NDL 1995. When the site of thiglge was visited in 2006 there were no upstanding
remains, but a concentration of rubble in the edosteeam bank, might suggest the position of orteef
former abutmentsVisited22/03/2006 (Alice Pyper)

MIDDLETON HALL Post M edieval SN52791812 C Generic
(31014) bridge

The Tithe map (1849) shows a bridge over the sbnatbk west of Waun-las Farm, crossed by the main
east-west drive.This had gone by 1907 (Ordnancee$wecond edition). Nothing is visible in the digbut
the banks are overgrown with Willow and archaeaabévidence for the abutments may remain. NDL
1995 The site of this bridge was not identifiedtio® 2006 farm visit and the streamside was largely
colonised with brambleVisited22/03/2006 (Alice Pyper)

MIDDLETON HALL Post M edieval SN52881816 C Generic
(31015) footbridge

The Tithe map (1849) shows a bridge over the sbmalbk north of Waun-las Farm, crossed by a pathway.
This had gone by 1907 (Ordnance Survey SeconddalitNothing is visible in the field, but the bardee
overgrown with Willow and archaeological evidenoe the abutments may remain. The site of this
foothridne was not identified on the 2006 farmivamid the streamside was laraelv colonised witimhia



Visited22/03/2006 (Alice Pyper)

MIDDLETON HALL Medieval? quarry SN529179 C Generic
(31016)
An area of small quarries. The quarry sites arevahes wooded areas on the Tithe map (1849). The

quarrying probably pre-dates the laying of the p&HRL 1995 The quarries are unfenced and populated
with trees as has been the case since the titheyswas recorded/isited22/03/2006 (Alice Pyper)

MIDDLETON HALL Post Medieval bath SN52711884 U Generic
(31020) house

A building of some description is marked at thisdtion on the 1824 Sale plan and the site is labelb
‘Bath’ on the Ordnance Survey Index to the Tithe.830. There is no field evidence for the buigdiNDL
1995. Site not visited on farm survey in 2006.

MIDDLETON HALL Medieval?; Post ~ SN52701882 A Generic
(31021) M edieval holy well

A 'holy" well rebuilt under the MSC in the 1980s;sgibly the site of a medieval well. Now of limesto
rubble; steps lead down to the spring. NDL 199% Well remains in a stable condition althoughtéelit
overgrown with brambles at the time of the visiRD06.Visited22/03/2006 (Alice Pyper)

(56603) Post M edieval; SN5266218378 U Generic
Modern
ear thwork

A circular depression, marked on the 2nd editiodrfance Survey map of 1906 but not on the 1st edifo
1888 (Carm sheet 40.11). The feature is approxignag20 m in diameter and ¢ 2m deep. Trees stumps
are found within the feature, but mostly mositu and probably result from field clearance in thetp&crub
and thorn trees have now populated the banks. @tierb of the feature is flat but rough and poacfdg:
banks are steep with a sharp break of slope and gentle at the lower break of slope. An ‘entraisce’
located in the SW quarter of the feature with adindepression leading from it to the pond belbws, t
follows a line of sight to the location of Middletdall. It is thought locally to be a horse tragior lunging
arenaVisited22/03/2006 (Alice Pyper)

The circular depression with a linear entrancelie southwest.

(56604) Modern? quarry? SN5262718302 C Generic
extraction pit?

Irregular depression in the hillslope, up to 2 regldPopulated by young thorn trees and a very large
tree lies to the northeast. Some upcast on N édigierecorded on 1st or 2nd edition Ordnance Survey.
Visited22/03/2006 (Alice Pyper)



(56606) Unknown SN5273817662 C Generic
trackway?

A linear depression appears to run in a north-meeh to south-southwest direction approximatelyrD.5
deep which may be a former trackway. However, tieer® track recorded in this location by the tithe
survey or the 1st and 2nd editions of the Ordn&haeey.Visited22/03/2009 (Alice Pyper)

(56607) Unknown SN5281217651 C Generic
trackway?

A linear depression running southwest to northeesich may be a former trackway although no traaes
shown in this location on the tithe and 1st & 2ditien Ordnance Survey maps. Up to 1m depth ingdac
and c 4 m wide. Self seeded trees including thopufate this feature/isited22/03/2006 (Alice Pyper)

A linear dpression of unknown o gin but posiblyackway.

(56608) Unknown SN5296217730 A Generic
defended
enclosure?

Circular or slightly elliptical enclosure c. 40mdimmeter consisting of a low bank and outer ditith

some upcast on the lower slopes. Ditch ¢ 0.2 m dedpbanks 0.2 m high. Situated on a gentle saaihd
slope. Identified by the RCAHMW in aerial reconrsaisce. Shown as a clump of planted trees on tiee tit
map which would have been visible from Middletoti.h& couple of relic tree stumps survive withireth
earthwork and interior is generally quite roughjekiin common with the rest of the field, is semi-
improved. It is possible that this feature hasitgins in the Prehistoric period when farmsteauts small
community groups where centred on a defended amelok is possible that the existing feature vieesnt
reused to plant trees in a clump (a characteii$tioe Middleton parkland landscape) and thus piewa
landscape featur&/isited22/03/2006 (Alice Pyper)

The ranging pole is positioned in the outer ditéwhat may be a prehistoric defended enclosure.



(56609) Unknown field SN5294917795 U Generic

system?; drainage

system?
System of linear earthworks mostly running downdlope, may be relic field boundaries or may be
drainage channels. Rushes are growing within tipeedsionsVisited22/03/2006 (Alice Pyper)

(56610) Unknown SN5340418247 C Generic
trackway

A linear earthwork running west-southwest by easthreast and skirts around the contour before aéugn
towards the road. Terraced into the slope. Ikislyi that this is the remains of a path shown entitie
survey.Visited22/03/2006 (Alice Pyper)

A former trackway shown on the tithe survey uwmﬂy as a low earthwork terrace in the hillslope.

(56611) Post M edieval SN5250918587 C Generic
culvert

A stone vaulted culvert is exposed at the basheofiam where it has been breached at the nortlenwdsif
the ornamental lake PRN 309A8sited22/03/2006 (Alice Pyper)



Historic Environment Objectives:
The purpose of the management is to:

« Ensure the survival of visible features.
« Ensure archaeological deposits beneath the grautfate are not disturbed.
+ Prevent progressive degradation by adopting swdibarfarming practices.

In order to achieve this you will need to obsehe following:
Generic Management Prescriptions - see also General Requirements - Section B2

1. Maintain the agreed stocking level to encousgeund grass sward or low
growing vegetation, without poaching or causingseno.

2. Do not install new drains or underground semsiice

3. Locate feeding and watering stations away frochaeological and historic
features.

4. Avoid using heavy machinery on sites or closartihaeological and historic
features, especially in wet weather.

5. Do not plough archaeological or historic feasuig cultivate so close as to cut
into the remains. A minimum buffer zone of 2m isziadd. In the case of
monuments already under cultivation and where gineeament does not exclude
the monument from cultivation, ensure that the ldegptcultivation is not
increased.

6. Remove any dead and unstable trees from theityicif archaeological and
historic features with care, leaving roots to rositu. Ensure that machinery does
not cause further disturbance. Agree with the RtdMficer a suitable method for
repairing any damage caused, for example, by winalat.

7. Control scrub on archaeological and histori¢uiess by cutting. Roots must be
left in the ground and must not be pulled or dugy dteatment with an approved
herbicide may, exceptionally, be permitted in agreet with the Project Officer.
(Capital Works Option).

8. Do not burn materials on site.

9. Ensure that rabbits are kept under controlnbtiby excavating within an
archaeological or historic feature.

10. Consult your Project Officer a suitable metfardrepairing any damage
caused by burrowing animals. (Capital Works Option)

Specific Management Requirementsfor individual archaeological and historic
features.

The following individual sites and monuments arbjsct to specific management

prescriptions which are in addition to and (in tlase of conflict) take precedence over
the generic requirements:

Sitelon MAP 1 MIDDLETON HALL (31011) SN53071804

In addition to the Generic Management Prescriptibsted above the following management is
recommended.



Appropriate action has recently been taken bydneér to arrest the damaging root action by thetrags.
However, some consolidation should now take placabilise and repair the structure. Advice shdngld
sought from a building conservation professional.

i) TRADITIONAL BUILDINGS:

L ocation and Description:

Traditional buildings are those built before c.196#g traditional materials and methods
of construction, to serve the needs of customaryifey practices. Typically, they will

use locally available materials and skills, thoutgss-produced materials (bricks,

corrugated iron) may sometimes be locally chargstier

The following traditional buildings have been idéad:

Name (& PRN) Period/Site type NGR Status SAM/listing M anagement
required
WAUN LAS (56605) Modern farmstead SN5272318092 B Generic

Waun Las is a largely brick built farmstead, of @98)s origin. Rendered farmhouse. Single storey cow
shed with a two storey stable/granary at one eddaaradjoining outbuilding at the other. Roofedlate
except for corrugated box sheeting roof on lowding. Corrugated iron hay barn. Mirrored layoutte
farmstead at Pant Wgan (PRN 56612). FarmsteadrtiymuninhabitedVisited22/03/2006 (Alice Pyper)

The 28 century farmstead of Waun-las is currently uniriteh

PANT WGAN (56612) Modern farmstead SN5343818668 B Generic

Pant Wgan is a brick built farmstead, of 1930-40gi0 and of the same plan (though in reverse) asinvv
Las (PRN 56605)Visited22/03/2006 (Alice Pyper)

Historic Environment Objectives:

The purpose of the management is to:



« Promote the survival of traditional buildings o flarm

« Prevent progressive decay of traditional buildittgeugh neglect.

« Promote the sympathetic use of traditional buildimgthin sustainable farming
practice.

In order to achieve this you will need to obsehe following:
Generic Management Prescriptions - see also General Requirements section B2

1. Those traditional buildings in a weatherproad anstructurally sound
condition must be maintained in a weatherproof drd
2.Those traditional buildings or parts of tradiabbuildings that have not
been previously modified must be maintained usiaditional materials and
methods of construction.
3. Characteristics and features which reflect nysamd function of the
traditional buildings identified in this agreementist not be removed.
4. Wherever practicable, repair original featuagber than replace them.
(Capital Works Option)
5. Repairs should be unobtrusive and make usepsbppate traditional
materials and methods of construction. (Capital K& @ption)
6. When repair is not possible, replacement featomest be modelled on the
originals, using the same materials and methodsmdtruction. (Capital
Works Option)
7. Ensure the retention and sympathetic repairstbhc coverings and
finishes such as lime-wash, lime-render or wealtoarrding. The appropriate
traditional materials must be used. (Capital Wd@dsion)
8. Do not disturb protected species (such as vdiara owls) that use the
building. If these species are present you willdhedéicence from CCW to
carry out any work on the building.

1ii) HISTORIC PARKS AND GARDENS:
L ocation and Description:

A historic park or garden is a discrete area ofl land out in an ornamental way,
originally for the pleasure and use of its ownesub-category of park is the deer park,
laid out for management and containment of deer.

Historic parks of national importance are includedhe Cadw/ICOMOS Register of
Parks and Gardens of Special Historic Interest aléd/ There are also many non-
registered parks of lesser quality but which, nénedess, form an important component in
the historic environment and require appropriateagament.

The following parks and gardens have been idedtifie

Name (& PRN) Period/Site type NGR Status SAM/listing Management
required




2 MIDDLETON HALL Post M edieval SN5267217923 A PGW II Specific
(3412) park

The section of parkland on the east side of thegstf ponds/ornamental lakes was visited in 200@art

of a Tir Gofal consultation. These west facing sprovided a view of the landscape from the hamnsk
were an important visual setting. The gentle vadlieles are shown on the 1st edition Ordnance Sumagy
dotted with specimen trees and planted clumps. Srtieese visual features have since been losbhutn
this is by no means a tree-less landscape - matheaflopes are wooded and numbers of mature specim
trees survive. There is potential therefore for sqrarkland tree planting to be carried out in otdeeplace
those trees or clumps which have been lost or,iwdiie declining in old ag#&/isited22/03/2006 (Alice

Pyper)
Historic Environment Objectives:

The purpose of the management is to:

« Maintain or restore the historic configuration arigbal character of the historic
garden or parkland.

« Ensure the long-term preservation of features @ssatwith the historic garden
or parkland.

In order to achieve this you will need to obsehe following:
Generic Management prescriptions

1. Original features identified in the agreemenstrhe retained and maintained.
Repairs (including repairs to walling and fencéx)dd be unobtrusive and make
use of appropriate traditional materials and meshafcconstruction. (Capital
Works Option)

2. When repair is not possible, replacement featomest be modelled on
originals, using the same materials and methodsmstruction. (Capital Works
Option)

3.Drives and historic tracks together with asseciatalling, revetment and
bridges identified in the agreement must be mawethand, where necessary,
restored using appropriate traditional materiats methods of construction.
(Capital Works Option).

4 New tracks should not be created.

Specific Management Requirementsfor individual Park and Garden features:

The following individual features are subject t@sific management prescriptions which
are in addition to and (in the case of conflicRet@recedence over these generic
requirements:

Site2on MAP 1 MIDDLETON HALL (3412) SN5267217923

In addition to the Generic Management Prescriptibsted above the following management is
recommended.

The section of parkland on the east side of thegstf ponds was visited in 2006 as part of a Tafab
consultation. These west facing slopes provideda of the landscape from the house and were an
important visual setting for Middleton Hall.



The gentle valley sides are shown on the 1st ed@@ianance Survey map dotted with specimen tregs an
planted clumps. Some of these visual features simee been lost although this is by no means adsse
landscape - many of the slopes are wooded and merabeature specimen trees survive.

There is potential, therefore, for some parklaeé tlanting to be carried out in order to replécse trees
or clumps which have been lost or which are dewjjnin old age. The Tir Gofal scheme may

present an excellent opportunity for some treetjigrio be carried out. As this is a registered|zand,
any proposals concerning the restoration of thklaad features should be undertaken in consultatitm
Cadw: Welsh Historic Monuments.

AP - 24/05/2006 ( 12:32:20) - HTML file produced for Tir Gofal HE2 report, Cambria Archaeology
Project record number 39850.

Cambria Archaeology (Dyfed Archaeological Trust), The Shire Hall, Carmarthen Street, Llandeilo,
Carmarthenshire, SA19 6AF. tel (01558) 823131, fax (01558) 823133, email cambria@cambria.org.uk,
website www.cambria.org.uk

ThisHE2 report supercedes the information given in the HE1 report for thisfarm.

Sources consulted:

Cadw: Welsh Historic Monumentsand ICOM OS. 1998. Register of L andscapes of Outstanding
Historic Interest In Wales: Middleton Hall

Gallagher, C. 1997. Middleton, Dyfed. Historic L andscape Assessment - Proposed Botanic Garden
and Country Park

Ludlow, N 1995 Middleton Hall - Initial Assessment of the Archaeological | mplications of the
Proposed Botanic Garden Vol 1 & 2. ACA Report

Ordnance Survey 1888 14t edition 1:2500 Car marthenshire sheet 40.07

Ordnance Survey 1888 1st edition 1:2500 Car marthenshire sheet 40.08

Ordnance Survey 1888 1st edition 1:2500 Car marthenshire sheet 40.11

Ordnance Survey 1887 1st edition 1:2500 Car marthenshire sheet 40.12
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CADW/ICOMOSREGISTER OF PARKS & GARDENS
OF SPECIAL HISTORIC INTEREST IN WALES

REGISTER ENTRY

MIDDLETON HALL

Ref number PGW (Dy) 4 (CAM)

OSmap 159

Grid ref SN 5224 1820

Former county Dyfed

L ocal authority Carmarthenshire

Community council Llanarthney

Designations Listed Building: Stables Grade I
Site evaluation Gradell

Primary reasonsfor gradingThe survival of much of the structure of a lateheegnth-
century landscaped park in fine rolling countrysitie main
feature of which is a string of lakes. The house @leasure
garden have gone. Some ruined structures reléte to
attempt by the park’s creator, Sir William Paxtungdevelop
it as a spa. There is an unusual double-walletiéitgarden
and a well preserved ice-house. The core of thehms now
been converted into the National Botanic GardeWwales

Typeof site Landscaped park with double walled garden, cascades
bridges and remains of extensive water features.

Main phases of construction 1785 - 1815; 1996 -
Sitedescription

Middleton Hall is situated on rolling ground abdtie southern bluff of the Towy Valley,
some 14 kilometres (8%2 miles), south-east of Cahmaar The land within the park, which
consists of about 586 acres, lies between 61 nmi2han. At present much of the land is
used for grazing, but there is a small area sdeas an amenity woodland to the north, at
Pont Felin-gat. The County Council has run empleytitraining programmes in this area
and many of the water features have been recotetrue-built or re-pointed. The core of
the park, including the mansion site, stable blpt&asure garden site and walled kitchen
garden, has been converted into the National Botaarden of Wales (henceforward
Botanic Garden).



The first family of note were the Middletons whalba mansion near the site of the
later Hall. Opinions differ as to whether they eeonnected with the more famous North
Wales branch of the family. What is known is tHathry Middleton, who was High Sheriff
in 1644, built the mansion that gave its name ¢csite and the mansion remained in the
family until debts of some £36,909 instigated thle $n 1776. It is not clear whether the
mansion had been rebuilt during this time as saperts refer to a "Queen Anne' House.
Sources are apt to differ as to when Middleton Wak sold to William Paxton and the
dates range from 1776, 1785 to 1789; in the ca®eedast two dates the occupier post
1776 is not given, although Jenkins refers to Jeawler owning the mansion in 1776.
The character of William Paxton, later Sir Williamay have some bearing upon his choice
of architect for his new Hall and how his works &zeseen by commentators at the time.

It would seem that Sir William, a Scottish bortbal who retired from his post at
the Mint in Calcutta in 1785, was an ambitious nsamgjally, politically and financially. As
Vlitos suggests, his move to Middleton may havenlempted by all these ambitions.
Had Milford Haven been developed as Nelson hadhel@nSir William might have
increased his wealth still further. He was astoém of affairs, who could afford to impress
and to hire the best architect of the day. Samapl/s Cockerell had many impressive
commissions to his name, so it was that Sir Willemgaged Cockerell to undertake works
in Tenby and his own mansion at Middleton. Ind&idWilliam was one of the few
patrons of Cockerell in Wales, and it is temptiogiiggest that he was one of only a
handful who could afford to employ him at the time.

After the death of Sir William Paxton in 1824, Eahe Hamlyn Adams, a Jamaican
merchant, acquired Middleton and extended it furtfigne surname Abadam was adopted
by his heir and it is still used by some family ntErs. It is difficult to trace all the features
listed in the Sale Particulars, dated 19 Augus#18&here, for example, is the Home
Farm, reputed to be the original mansion? Localcas suggest that it was the residence
now known as Clear Brook; however, Jones stateslisarather fine house was built in the
middle of the nineteenth century and mentions reoymsors. It is also outside the
immediate park surrounding the Hall and the sad¢aild clearly state that it was "within
the park’. Possibly it was Gorsdu, later re-naf@etswen. Neither does it warrant
recording on Horner's plan of 1 September 181bpatih many features of note are
recorded in the comments that accompany his “views'

When built, the house was an impressive struchuwtesome accounts of the time
are ambiguous in their praise. Lipscombe in ht®ant of his Welsh Tours, undertaken in
1799 and published in 1802, referred to Middletencae of the best built and most
magnificent houses in Wales'. Skrine, writing &f twwo successive tours in 1798, admires
the architecture but does not favour the settimg Splendid modern seat of Sir William
Paxton, which far eclipses the proudest of the Camimansions in Asiatic pomp and
splendour; this house may be justly admired foretkterior beauty of its figure, as well as
for its internal elegance and decoration ...yesdoeast pile of Portland stone curiously
chiselled and finished in the highest style of Gret¢aste appear to me to be somewhat
inconsonant with the more imposing, though simpdgesty, of the surrounding country.
Neither did its situation please me, confined Iodaow and ill planted park, and perched
on the summit of one of the great boundaries o¥éhe of Towy, too high to command its
beauties.... We returned from Middleton Hall witegsure to resume our progress in the
charming vale below." Skrine's description ofrtension is inaccurate; had he looked
more closely or spoken with family members he wdwdde known that the Hall was
stuccoed brick with projections of Bath stone, armigectural device later favoured by John
Nash.



Barber, in his account of his tour through Southlé¥ and Monmouthshire,
published in 1803, is most dismissive "Did nottididdleton Hall, the latter place built a
few years since by Mr Paxton, formerly a bankéBextgal, | understand to be the most
splendid specimen of modern architecture in Wdlet,unfortunate in its situation, it is
already neglected'. That the hall was irrefutgoind, can be seen from the details of the
sale, following the death of Sir William, but it ssabviously not to everyone's taste.

Crimmin (1967) describes the house as followseHall was a quadrangular block
of stuccoed brick with projections of Bath stoffdnough there was a growing convention
that brick should be given a covering of stuccis tas a fairly early use of a material not
generally employed until popularised by John Nashe first decade of the nineteenth
century. The west or entrance front at Middletors wiain, showing little ornament, apart
from the dressed stone block of the ground flddrere were semi-circular headed window
recesses in the slightly projecting wings, whik@raple porch, partially supported by two
stylised columns standing half way up the stepktdehe doorway. All the windows were
of the plain sash type, but on the first floor anestal balustrading emphasised the
moulding.

The eastern front was more impressive, with ald@ur columned portico of lonic
design, rising from the first floor terrace to tieght of the second floor and supporting a
triangular pediment. The heavily rusticated tesrabich overlooked an ornamental lake,
was reached by a double flight of steps. The thmaia first floor windows were of the
Venetian type already used by Cockerell at the Aaltyi They consisted of three lights,
divided by small lonic columns and placed in semawdar headed recesses. A wide
cornice was surmounted by a decorative balustrdughvencircled the roof, partly masking
the chimneys. The basement contained the sergartders and cellars, while extensive
domestic buildings and stables, clearly seen inuatigs Butler's lithographsifca 1853)
and also displaying neo-classical features, wetlgeatorth end of the house, partly masked
by plantations, close to the gardens and the hatdso These buildings, though a storey
lower than the main block, achieved unity withytébcontinuation of the balustrade around
the roof and of the moulding above the ground flsmdows, and by the use of a
simplified pediment and pilasters.’

By the 1930s, when in the ownership of Colonel \WWaNes, the house had fallen
into decline and on 10 November 1931 fire destr@edut part of the west wing.

What remains of the house has now been incorpbnatie the Botanic Garden. The
footprint of the mansion is traced in stone orvanlato the east of which a mound, called
Paxton’s View, has been created and a large, satfdture, ‘Pi’, placed on top. To the
west is the only part of the house still standangection of the west wing, originally the
servants’ block. The exterior of this has beerorestto its original appearance and it is
now a lifelong learning centre, called Principaktguse. Attached, to its west, is an oval
walled enclosure, with a round-arched gatewaysatést end. This former service court
has now been converted into the ‘Wallace Gardeamhed after the naturalist Alfred Russel
Wallace, which is concerned with the history ofnplareeding and genetics.

In addition to the house, Cockerell also desighedstable block and Paxton’s
Tower, (see PGW(Dy)49(CAM)) both of which surviteit with some alteration.

The stable block (1793-95) was designed to comghertine neo-classical mansion.
It is built as a partial courtyard with the roundtsed entrance facing the original site of the
Hall. This entrance stands higher than the retfitoblock. The main block stands to two
storeys and is rendered, like the arched entraieeroofs, which are slated, project
slightly and are hipped at each end. Now calledd\@itin Court, the stable block has been
converted from dwellings into visitor facilitiesl&@ed wings link the separate buildings but
the central court remains open. To the south tlea space between the stable block and a



stone barn has been paved and terraced as atinewad performance area, named
Millennium Square. The barn has been convertedtsdra display on herbal medicine and
the physicians of Myddfai.

Excavations at Waun Las suggest that the Middltorily’s house was due east of
Paxton’s, on the other side of the lakes. The naw&s in an elevated position above
three small valleys. When the landscaping of thie was complete the lakes, walks and
bridges could be seen from the house and convefsmty the park there would have been
fine views of the mansion. From both there was #isalistant prospect of Nelson’s (later
Paxton’s) Tower, designed by Cockerell in about318m the prominent hill to the north of
the park.

There is no evidence for a particular landscapkti@ddlieton Hall but the work may
have been overseen by James Grier, who was SialViPaxton’s agent. In his obituary of
17" December 1814 his skill with the theodolite is tiwmred. A set of views was painted
by Thomas Hornor. The overview of the park is dafé8eptember 1815. It shows the
lakes, bridges, walled garden and some plantings.r&mainder of the paintings are not at
present available for study but there is an aviailtdxt referring to them.

The use of water was on a grand scale, with #eslaf varying size occupying the
valley floors. One of the lakes, adjacent to tladled garden, silted up relatively quickly,
between the tithe survey of 1847 and the survéyg86. In all, there were probably seven
bridges crossing these artificial lakes, rangingtyfie from the grand balustraded crossing
of the Swansea entrance that is shown on Hornlans(p815), to the more humble stone
bridge above the cascade that was removed in thel€80s. These bridges were linked
by either drives or ‘green paths’ (Hornor) manywiich can still be traced today.

Throughout the park specimen trees remain, inetudifine group planting of oak,
ash and beech above the relatively recent farmaiLas, which does not appear on
maps until after the 1905 survey.

Originally, entrance to the park was via one aoifr fdrives, with entrances on the
south, south-east, north and north-east bounddmeslodges are shown on the early
maps, the North Lodge (Middleton Lodge) and AlltdBd.odge, on the south-east
boundary. Both remain, as private houses. The 8vath Drives’ (Hornor) actually ran
south-west/north-east across the western sideeqgialk, meeting at the entrance to the Hall
and the stable block. During the twentieth centinege drives were used as the public road
through the park but this was closed as part ofldwelopment of the Botanic Garden. The
middle section has been entirely removed; a shvetch, now maintenance access, remains
at the southern end, between the entrance ancetivetgreen Pwill yr Ardd and Llyn Uchaf.
The north-east drive was referred to on Horno @s the ‘Swansea Approach’. It had
already become a footpath by 1886. Today the liewgtl evident, echoed by field
boundaries to the south and embanked paths anidl iparks to the north.

The drive from the house site to the east hasfiaten into disuse. It is now a track leading
to the lake-side walks and Waun Las Farm. Fronfisime towards the lodge this drive is
still mostly visible, although grass covered.

Water was a key element in the Middleton Hall koagpe, where a string of five
lakes was created by damming streams in three saikdl/s to the south and east of the
house. The lakes were all drained in the 1930s.eSeatures disappeared or fell into disuse
during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries,rette@main only in silted areas where
willows, flag iris and bulrush grow, and some hbeen reconstructed. The construction of
the drives and, in particular, the bridges wassegral part of the water management
within the park, and it is, therefore, extremelfficlilt to separate them. Two, possibly
three, bridges masked walls, sluices and othecdsthat controlled the flow of water.



The overall aim would seem to be that whether waglkir in a carriage the lakes were
always full and there was the constant sound ofingwater.

The uppermost lake, at the western end of theyabuth of the house, was named
the Upper South Lake by Hornor. It was clearly sh@n Hornor's plan as a triangular
sheet of water adjacent to the walled garden gstluth-east of the ice-house. Between
1815 and 1824, this appears to have changed iitdiso appears on the tithe survey of
1847, although possibly a little smaller. By 1836as disappeared and only the stream to
the south of the area is shown. It was partiaigared (all except the north-west arm) in
the late 1990s as part of the development of thha Botanic Garden of Wales. It is
now called Pwll yr Ardd. The lower end of the Braadk, the main axial path of the
Botanic Garden, passes along the west side oakieednd a low stone bridge carries the
walk over the stream flowing into it. Three woodbrildings, the Aqualab of the Botanic
Garden, have been built on stilts over the south sf the lake. At its north end water flows
into the next lake under a plain, flat bridge oa disused public road (former drive). The
bridge has a single arch and high stone parapét. whdrnor’s plan shows a bridge here
without parapets.

The next lake is now called Llyn Uchaf. It wast@olLake’ on Hornor’s plan and
was also known as Bryn-Cadw Pond. It is a lineaesbf water, covering nearly 2.5 acres,
that fills the small valley to the south of the Hedlornor shows a small island in the south-
east corner. A substantial body of water must hen®ined in this pond up to and after
1905, as it appears on the map of that date. &gahly 1990s this had been reduced to a
small stream; bulrush and flag iris covered siieghs around it indicated that soils in this
area remained moist. The lake was restored asfidwe development of the National
Botanic Garden of Wales and already water-lovirgnd and wildlife are returning.

At the eastern end of this lake was a fine starge. Shown on Hornor's plan as
the most elaborate of all the bridges, this wopldear to have been a sweeping, arched
structure with balustrades at either side. Althotigs drive fell into disuse during the
nineteenth century, it remained a footpath andsscaute probably until the beginning of
the twentieth century. By the mid 1990s the awmth ¢ollapsed, but only in recent years, as
the roots of the trees that were growing herefstithed the shape of the arch. Below the
bridge, in the stream bed, were slabs of dressgdwitmasonry. A new bridge has been
built for the Botanic Garden, with parapets ofraléting stone piers and decorative iron
railings. Water from the lake falls over a straighscade above the bridge into a deep,
stone-lined channel, under the bridge, where tisexesmall cascade, and down a further
stretch of stone-lined channel into the naturalestr bed.

Waun-Las Pond, or the East Lake as Hornor cdlled Llyn Canol as it is now
called, was a medium-sized inverted T-shaped potitkteast of Bryn-Cadw Pond. Until
the mid 1990s it was silted up but it has now lrestored as part of the development of the
Botanic Garden. As with the other lakes, the afe@ater is shown on the maps as
decreasing with time. Hornor shows a full T shdpyel824 this would seem to have been
reduced. By 1905 the pond covered some 4 acre$sastthpe had changed at its southern
end. On recent surveys it is shown as little mioam ta stream. Local folk believe that the
remains of the mansion, following the fire, werenghed in this lake.

The stream to the north of the East Lake, or WaasPond, is crossed by the
former drive to Waun-Las Farm on a single-archedesbridge. The bridge was rebuilt as
part of the development of the Botanic Garden, pétapets of alternating stone piers and
iron railings. The previous bridge, when viewedirthe south-west, appeared to be built at
an angle to the large, stone splays that led therw#o Pond Ddu. On the eastern side of
the bridge, a stone wall rose from the stream beear the height of the arch. This acted
as a retaining wall for the water in Waun-Las pdnd,allowed sufficient water over the



sill into Pond Ddu. Now there is an angled casedmteve the bridge from which water falls
into a deep stone-lined channel, under the bridbere again a small cascade has been
made and then along another stone-lined channaleoefaching the largest of the lakes,
Pond Ddu (Llyn Mawr).

The Large Lake, or Pond Ddu, lies north of thedgito Wéaun-Las Farm, in the
same north-south valley as Wéaun-Las Pond. At ptekes lake is quite silted and
overgrown, although still holding water at its moend. It is now much reduced from the 10
acres or so that it used to cover. There are parestore it as part of the Botanic Garden
development. From the east side of this lake tiok bathe Hall, with its impressive
portico, was clearly visible; it was this view thtédrnor and Butler recorded. On the west
side of the lake there were a bath house, a basehand a garden. The water is retained at
its northern end by a substantial earth bank odpunthe centre of which is a concrete
overflow pipe and sluice that have recently bestaited. This has had the effect of
draining the canal that leads off the lake to thetheast; the canal used to feed the
cascades below it that are now usually dry.

Within the woods, to the north of Pond Ddu or leakgke is another small sunken
structure constructed of stone slabs. In the flwarmetal drain and the water should gush
from a gargoyle in the semi-circular stone rec89s mask is modern and was placed there
during recent renovations.

At the north-east end of the canal leading offifil®@ond Ddu a series of artificial
cascades tumbles down a steep slope, at the fadtich the water runs into the Afon
Gwynon. The cascades were heavily rebuilt in theetl@entieth century, with extensive use
of concrete. However, the basic shape of the streie$ original. The cascades consist of
three large steps which decrease in height fronothest step to the upper step, the water
was retained to either side by stone walls. Theeuptep is about 1.7 m high, in the centre
of which is a circular opening that is supposedlimy water from the canal that links the
Pond Ddu with the cascades and, eventually, theeLbake. Above this opening is a
modern mask, placed there during rebuilding works.

The water from the opening would cross the sttaie read' to the middle step,
which has a drop of about 1.8 m to the lowest stgain the “tread' is of stone slabs. The
lowest step drops some 2.3 m to the slabbed arematte From here the water runs in a
rill, dropping two further, small, steps until éaches the river and the area of the Lower
Lake.

Until the early 1990s there was a slab stone bratgoss the top of the cascades
which afforded views down the falls and througlhi® valley beyond. It was replaced by a
modern bridge by Dyfed County Council in the latentieth century, although the original
stones are still strewn around the surrounding area

The Lower Lake was the most northerly of the shekwater, above the bridge at
Pont Felin-gat. Again, clearly shown on all theyesurveys, although it is reduced in size,
presumably because it was beginning to silt upd®p1 It used to cover nearly 2 acres and
there was a island towards the western side. &hrerdust have been breached some time
ago as the area is now tree covered.

Just south of Pont Felin-gat are the remains'sifiacture’ and stone built walls on
either side of the stream. Hornor's plan is délitelp in this area, but his description might
be: ‘Lower Lake, which is happily formed in a sesiered and well wooded little valley.
The harbour in the centre of the picture formspihiat of view which is the subject of a
succeeding drawing ... The Dell which commencethbybridge to the right, contains many
characteristic beauties developed in the courtieeofvalk ... the path by the smaller bridge
to the left leads to the Chalybeate Spring and’Bath



Hornor indicates three painting stations arouredLibwer Lake - 5, 6 and 8 - and it
makes a considerable difference as to which deggripelates to which painting station.
However, he has been thoughtful enough to recondriting, that the Chalybeate Spring
and Bath are on the north-east side of the Lowke Lén order to match up his descriptions
concerning directions (i.e. left and right); thewihe describes must be from painting
station 5. However, in the centre of the pictumild then be an island and not a harbour.
There is what would appear to be a harbour to ¢inih of the Lower Lake. If this were the
case it would go some way towards interpretingstretches of masonry mentioned above.

There was a bridge at the north end of the Lovadel(the original path to the
bridge is still visible in this area) and the asption could be made that this also was an
integral part of the water management, that ism,&luice and attendant structures would
have been constructed at the same time. Thelsoig@ubstantial sluice / overflow
associated with the north-west corner of the Ldvedie. The suggestion is, therefore, that
the remaining structures represent the bridge amtsrand associated dam.

On the north-east bank of what was the Lower Leka small, circular plunge pool,
restored in the early 1990s by Dyfed County Coumktile stone steps lead down to it, to
the left of which is a protruding, semi-circulaois¢, just above ground level. To the right is
the drain for the pool. The pool is described bysa@s a holy well and by some others as
the site of the chalybeate springs. This is pbstie structure described in the Sale
Particulars (1824) as ‘A grotto, and Chalybeatergprvhich has pipes, conducting the
overflow to the outside of the Park’. Its positioes in with Hornor's plan.

Further east, up the Gwynon valley, is a welltbgihgle span, dressed stone bridge
with prominent string course. In the centre, lo@s parapet has recently been replaced by
wooden posts and rails. The whole of the uppdrgidhe bridge has also been repointed.
This bridge originally carried the north-east droxeer the stream.

Downstream and to the west of the bridge is atanbal stone wall that was
constructed to retain the water of the reservaid@scribed by Hornor). This mainly
curved wall stands to about 6 m, with drainage htwehe side to allow for seepage and to
prevent the wall collapsing under the weight ofaxatToday, when the river is in full
spate, this waterfall is still an impressive sight.

Further upstream, the river is contained by cgrégtone revetment walls about 2 m
high, between which is a stone dam, in the uppare®f which is a circular opening.
Upstream of this dam, there would appear to beramgement of sluices so that the flow
of the river could be controlled. The arrangeméatva the dam might have been a silt trap,
but there is no direct evidence for this.

The core of the park, to the east of the walledgarhas been developed as the National
Botanic Garden of Wales during the years 1996-2D0fiture years it is proposed to
extend this to include areas such as the walletkgar

The main entrance and car park lies on the sauihdary, inside which is a
circular gatehouse. A long metalled walk, the Broalet, leads northwards up the slope
past the walled garden to a Mirror Pool and rockwdediterranean Garden. To the west
of these is the Millennium Square, to the eas@feat Glasshouse (Dome). Various
features adorn the Broadwalk - a circular fountaiwjnding rill and two rockwork and
water gardens. Between the walk and the east wiideavalled garden is an area of
herbaceous borders. Informal walks and adjaceasareplanting have been created around
the three restored lakes. More utilitarian featunmasrsery glasshouses and a biomass
furnace - have been built to the north-west ofstiadle block.

To the south of the site of the Hall and sharimggdame elevation, is an area that in
dry weather used to be crossed by parch marksaitiaicaxial, crossing former paths.



Until 1998-99 this lay within a pasture field, thetline of the area being visible as a slight
rise in ground level. Since that date the Greas$blause, a huge oval glass dome, 95 x 55
m, designed by Norman Foster and Partners, hasdogenn the site as part of the Botanic
Garden. This is the site of the formal garden aoahtiain that is shown on the Butler
lithographs of 1853. However, this garden was sgyly not part of the grand scheme
when the park was laid out. It does not appedaheri815 overview by Thomas Hornor,
neither does it appear on the Sale Particular824.1 From map evidence it is not clear if it
was in existence by 1847, as the tithe map ofdate is so worn as to be indecipherable in
this area. However, although E.H. Adams died ir2184s likely that this garden was his
addition to the immediate landscape of the Hall.

Butler's view of the front of the Hall shows tloeif, straight, formal paths leading to
a central (formal) pond with a circular path arouhdthe centre of the pond is the
fountain, which appears to be an heroic figureggsrom a shell, the water cascading from
an object held in the right hand. This formal areatinues to appear on the first edition
Ordnance Survey map (surveyed in 1886 and publish&891). It is also recorded on the
1905 survey.

The walled kitchen garden lies on gently slopingugid to the west of the mansion site and
south-west of the stables. The outer wall encladesir-sided, more or less rectangular
area, its long axis aligned south-west/north-8dst. southern half contains an inner, more
or less square garden, also enclosed by a walltoféleenclosed area was originally 2.96
acres, but it was changed and developed over tirseof time. It has not yet been
developed as part of the Botanic Garden but therplans to do so.

In Hornor's overview of 1815, the walled gardeshiswn as a double-walled square
structure with the main entrance apparently froenttack on the north-west side. The
paths within form a cruciform pattern, so thatitimeer walls have gates or doors in the
centre of each side. To the south-east, therdistance of about 9 m between the walls;
this may also be assumed for the original distiieteeen the two walls on the south-west
and north-east sides.

By the time that the sale catalogue was produté&24, the outer wall to the
north-east had been demolished and the walls todtie-west and south-east had been
extended to include another 2.046 acres; theremwva®rth-east wall to this extension.
From the illustration, the new area enclosed waplgear to be orchard. The paths within
the inner walled garden also appear to have béemed) this time they enclose smaller
squares; entrances and exits to the inner gardamashown.

The tithe survey of 1847 shows this garden verghmas it appeared in 1824, with
the addition of partition walls between the inned auter walls and the wall at the north-
east of the orchard extension built.

The 1886 Ordnance Survey map indicates furthexggsawithin the walled garden;
in the extreme south-west corner of the outer imallsemi-circular extension, which later
researches refer to as "The Herb Garden'. Probbsa\of the same date (1847 - 1886) are
the magnificent gate pillars associated with theagice to the ‘Herb Garden’ and the space
between the two walls. The path arrangement witierinner garden has also been altered,
reverting much to its original cruciform plan butlwthe addition of a path along the north-
west edge. The main entrance appears to havechaaged from the north-west side to the
south-east side.

By 1905, the central path through the orchard ag® be better defined and there
is a central circular feature in the inner gard€his was apparently a pond/well surrounded
by decorative iron railings. The main entrancesappo be on the north-east and south-
west sides. The partition walls between the mailtsnare missing.



Both the inner and outer walls are reasonably prekerved. The inner wall is
mainly of brick, retaining its stucco or render @yas the south-west corner. Most of the
south-east entrance arch remains to its full hegtitough the centre has collapsed in spite
of some apparently recent attempts to restoréram this section it is possible to suggest
that at least some, if not all, of the inner wattsod to a height of about 2.5 - 3 m. In the
north-west corner is a series of wide span, lowethgrches, that, in some cases, allowed
access from the outer enclosure to the glasshousesiservatories shown on the 1847
survey and subsequently.

The outer walls are mostly of stone and standbémtl.5 m except in the south-
west corner and the "Herb Garden', where theystdifid to nearly their full height of 2.5-3
m. The 1886 and 1905 surveys indicate that thexetig bulge in the outer wall, now
called the ‘Herb Garden’, once contained a roofedtgire that could be reached from the
inner garden by a brick arch, which still stand@ibe space enclosed is small and the walls
stand to 2.5-3 m, suggesting a place of shaderrtitue sun, which would be required by
most herbs. The fact that the main entrance sogdniden was protected by what must have
been substantial gates (if the size of the gal&rpils anything to go by) suggests a
collection of shade loving /shade tolerant plamtsome importance.

At the entrance to the space between the two gave#s in the south-west corner
are three superb stone gate-posts, one of whiclutised by two gates, that is, the gate to
the main garden and the gate to the ‘Herb GardEnése gate pillars are tapering circular
structures and are fashioned from extremely welstane. One of the posts associated with
the ‘Herb Garden’ is now in disrepair, but the s®are all around and it could be re-built.

There is a path from the gate pillars, betweenwloegarden walls along the north-
west side. Immediately to the north of this path small, low stone wall along the whole
length which retains a terrace some 1.5 m wide.

Abutting the inner wall on the north-west siddh# garden is the ‘Gardener’s
Cottage’. This small stone building has a fine pectentrance, surrounded by moulded
stone. Within are fireplaces and the remains ofiavs. Several uses have been suggested
for this building but it is probable that it wasganally built as the Gardener's Cottage
referred to in the 1824 Sale Particulars. The rhapaccompanies the Sale Particulars
records many of the structures extant at the tiGwely the inhabited buildings, or those
capable of habitation have been shaded in; whilesitiape of Nelson's Tower has been
recorded, it remains unshaded, as do the sunddirms to the north-west of the stables.
The stable block is shaded because it containedr(@sh other things) ‘Two Staircases,
four Lodging Rooms for men, and Lofts’.

The construction of the cottage is lean-to anddbélevel would have been higher
than the inner garden wall which it abuts, butaskeyed into. There was once a simple
door from the cottage to the glasshouses at theg (gbuth-east) side of the wall; this can
still be seen clearly, as can the render of thealsv At some stage, three 2 m-wide, flat
topped arches were built linking this building witie glasshouses and the evidence for this
remodelling is still in the walls; two types of tkihave been used and, at the northern end,
stone. It is quite possible that the function @ thuilding changed after 1824 from
gardener's cottage to a conservatory.

There was once an extensive range of glasshogaesathis south-east facing
wall. Today these have almost disappeared, omhglevident from the grass-covered
foundation platform, the iron ties for climbing pta and some timber fragments.  The
Ordnance Survey map of 1905 also indicates a gllaaishouse adjacent to the ‘Herb
Garden’, but there are no remains of this.

Set into the bank immediately to the south-weshefwalled garden is a brick built
arch standing to about 2 m, with a stone builtyspf@ening up towards the field. This is



the entrance to a well preserved ice-house, wkitielieved to be the one mentioned in the

Sale Particulars of 1824. From the entrance cvouse is approached by a barrel vaulted
brick lined passage which was originally sealedhioge wooden doors. The ice chamber is

partly sunk into the hillside and is domed andkliited. The chamber measures about 4.9
m from floor to ceiling and is about 1.8 m in digere
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