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INTRODUCTION

1.1 Mynydd y Ffynnon Project: Background.

1.1.1 The area which is termed the Mynydd y Ffynnon survey area occupies part of a
large block of upland in the heart of the Cambrian Mountains in central Wales
between the Castell valley on the north, the Ystwyth Valley on the south, the Rheidol
Valley on the west and the Wye Valley to the east (see Project Design: The
Archaeology and Historic Landscapes of the Mynydd y Ffynnon Area, prepared by
Archaeoleg Cambria Archaeology and the Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust, 1997).
The larger ‘Landscape Study Area’ is defined by these rivers and the A44 trunk road,
which links Aberystwyth with east VWales. The area is bisected by the
Ceredigion/Powys county border.

1.1.2 The area consists of open hill land and forestry plantations to a maximum
height of 573m OD, and is a land block that falls within the Cambrian Mountains ESA.
ADAS and Forest Enterprise, as large landowners and land agents in the region, have
developed a joint project for Mynydd y Ffynnon which is termed ‘a new Welsh upland
vision for the restoration of upland ecosystems’ and is defined as:

“a pilot scheme for the uplands aimed at restoring indigenous upland habitats and
their wildlife conservation whilst ensuring that there are true economic returns for
forestry and agriculture and hence the rural economy of the same area.”

1.1.3 Archaeoleg Cambria Archaeology (ACA) and the Clwyd-Powys Archaeological
Trust (CPAT), after discussion with ADAS, Forest Enterprise and Royal Commission
for Ancient and Historic Monuments in Wales (RCAHMW), have conducted a joint
archaeological survey of the Mynydd y Ffynnon area. In 1896, an Archaeological
Survey Area in the centre of the Mynydd y Ffynnon uplands was designated for initial
archaeological field survey work, and a detailed desk-top survey of the landscape
history of the whole area was carried out (see Sambroock & Silvester, 1997). As a
continuation of the 1996 study programme, the detailed survey of blocks of upland
adjacent to the main valleys was carried out during the early summer of 1997,
providing valuable contextual, distributional and site-specific information for the
Mynydd y Ffynnon project and assisting considerably in building a picture of past land-
use and activity in the area between the Wye and the Ystwyth (Silvester, 1987;
Sambrook & Darke, 1897). This was followed during the autumn of 1897 with a
detailed survey and assessment of known archaeological sites within the afforested
portions of the Mynydd y Ffynnon study area (Sambrook, Hankinson & Thomas,
1998).

1.1.4 In the spring of 1998 the fourth and final phase of fieldwork was carried out.
This involved the survey of ADAS owned land outside the Phase 1 survey area. It also
included limited prospecting for new archaeological sites in select areas of Forest
Enterprise owned land, focusing on afforested areas where few or no recorded sites
were previously known, in the belief that closer examination would elucidate new
discoveries. This report presents the findings of the latter survey carried out by ACA
and CPAT during the months of April - June, 1998, [t is the final report on survey
work in the Mynydd y Ffynnon area but will be followed by a further report providing
site specific management prescriptions for each site recorded on ADAS and FE
owned property within the survey area (Sambrook, forthcoming).
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1.2 The Survey Area.

1.2.1 The survey area considered by this study includes all ADAS owned land within
the wider Landscape Study Area, which had not been previously surveyed. It also
included selected areas of Forest Enterprise land (both afforested and unplanted),
especially aimed at afforested stream valleys distributed across the study area where
it was believed that further evidence of settlement may survive. The interior and
perimeter of the Bwlchgwallter Forest compartment, south of Hafod, was also
examined as it had not previously been visited, though no further work was carried out
in the area already surveyed by ACA around the core of the Hafod estate (Murphy,
1996).

1.2.2 The recorded archaeology of the area, much of which has been derived from
the surveys recently funded by ADAS, Forest Enterprise and the RCAHMW, is
predominantly related to the settlement history of this upland block and includes
numerous deserted rural settlements (including upland farmsteads, smaller cottages
and shepherding huts) as well as associated features such as enclosures and field
systems. Another important element in the archaeological resource is related to the
metal mining tradition of the area, with several small or medium-scale lead mines
being found within the study area. Most of these workings date to the later 19th
century, but some are known to have been worked before the mid-18th century. The
southern part of the survey area borders on the heart of the historic Hafod estate and
includes the areas of some of Thomas Johnes’ 18th century plantation boundaries, as
well as other estate features.

The forest plantations of the Mynydd y Ffynnon survey area mask an historic
landscape which varies in character from the flanks of the Castell, Wye and Ystwyth
river valleys, to the flood-plains and steep sides of deeply incised river valleys such as
those of the Myherin, Rhuddnant and Diliw, and areas of higher, former moorland
dissected by these valleys.

1.3 Methodology.

1.3.1 Desktop

The background of detailed study within the wider Landscape Study Area
accrued during the three previous Mynydd y Ffynnon projects provided a valuable
source of information and experience which could be drawn upon in approaching the
field survey of the remaining areas of ADAS owned land.

It also allowed for the identification of afforested areas where little or no
archaeoclogy was known and which, in the judgement of those involved in the project,
merited further prospecting to identify new archaeological sites.

1.3.2 Fieldwork

Fieldwork was carried out by two persons (one CPAT and one ACA staff member)
during May and June, 1998. The objective of the field survey was to locate new sites
on previously unsurveyed ADAS land (for which 11 days were allocated) and to
search selected portions of the afforested area for new archaeological sites (for which
8 days were allocated). With regard to limitations of funding and time, it was not
thought likely that forays into the main forest compartments would be likely to produce
worthwhile results, by virtue of their sheer size and the difficulties of access in many
cases. Only in a few locations, such as on the fairly broad, afforested valley floors of
the Myherin and Nant Syddion was survey attempted within forest plantations.
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Fieldwork on the open moorlands of Central Wales in previous years suggests
that the sheltered tributary valleys of the main rivers in the study area, such as those
along the Wye valley and the feeder streams of Nant Rhys, in the centre of the study
area, might repay field examination in the search for evidence of settlement. Within
the forest plantations, the sheltered stream valleys were targeted in particular, as it
was evident that relatively broad strips of unplanted ground often exists either side of
the streams.

One day was also allocated to re-examine aerial photographs of the study
area, with the benefit of experience, to help identify features or areas of potential
interest in unsurveyed areas.

1.4 Results.

Both elements of this fourth stage of the Mynydd y Ffynnon project met with some
success. Each new site identified by the field survey has been given a unique Primary
Reference Number (PRN) and its details entered into the relevant SMR databases
held by the two archaeological trusts involved in the project.

1.4.1 Within the FE owned afforested areas, a 21 new features were recorded,
including deserted settlement sites found along stream valleys and mining features at
several locations. Some of these sites remained in very good condition, despite
afforestation of their inmediate area; the best examples were the Foel Ddu long hut
(CPAT PRN13237) and a series of long huts and ancillary structures along Nant Cwm
Gau, particularly long hut PRN35937. These examples all retained the foundation
walls of probable shepherding cottages which are likely to have been abandoned
before the beginning of the 19" century and for which we have little understanding of
their origins. On the open moorland owned by FE above Nantycreiau Mine, an
extensive leat system built to carry water to a number of local lead mines was
observed as well as evidence for undated trial workings associated with Nantycreiau.

1.4.2 It is evident that the number of sites identified by prospecting within the
afforested areas was relatively low, although the importance of some of these sites is
felt to have made the exercise worthwhile. The relatively low return in this aspect of
the field survey should be put in the context of being complimentary to the earlier
prospecting carried out by the previous stage of fieldwork (Sambrook, Hankinson &
Thomas, 1998).

The total number of new sites discovered in 1998 should be added to those
located in 1997 to assess the frue impact of the prospecting survey on the
enhancement of the archaeological record. When it is considered that only 37 sites
were recorded in the Mynydd y Ffynnon forests before 1997, the addition of a further
35 sites in the autumn of 1997 and another 21 in the spring of 1998 shows that there
has been a considerable increase in the number and range of archaeological
monuments identified. The benefit of this extra information in informing our
understanding of the landscape history of the area is considerable. But it is also an
important reminder of the archaeological potential of afforested land. It cannot be
assumed that historic maps and documentary sources will alone give an accurate
picture of the archaeological resource of any afforested area. There are clearly
archaeological sites surviving in afforested areas which are not recorded in any form
and can only be identified through field survey. While there is no denying that forest
fieldwork is more difficult and less comprehensive than fieldwork on open ground,
these results demonstrate that properly targeted examination in afforested areas can
prove extremely useful.
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1.4.3 The work carried out on ADAS owned land around Pwllpeiran and on the higher
moorland around Penygarn produced significant results. Most of the sites newly
recorded were deserted settlement sites of great interest to the study of the
settlement history of the district. A group of shooting butts was recorded on the open
slopes of Bryn Perfedd, Cwmystwyth, a reminder of the leisure pursuits of another
age.

1.4.4 In summary, it can be said that each stage of the Mynydd y Ffynnon survey has
added valuable information to expand our understanding of the settlement and land-
use history of the district. The fieldwork component of the project in particular has
added information which could not possibly be gleaned from other sources. A picture
emerges of mediaeval and post-mediaeval settlement across the whole area, focused
particularly on sheltered river and stream valleys and associated mostly with the use
of the mountain pastures for pastoral farming. The search for and exploitation of
metal ores has also contributed greatly to the archaeological resource of the area,
with metal mine sites and associated features such as water leats and trial workings
commonly encountered. Little identifiable trace remains of earlier historic and
prehistoric activity in the district, although the handful of bronze age caims found on
higher ground are concrete reminders of the possibility that earlier evidence survives
obscured beneath the mooriand peats.

Such is the value of the results of this series of projects, both to local and
regional archaeology, it is anticipated that the material gathered by the Mynydd y
Ffynnon archaeoclogical survey between 1996-98 will form the basis of a contribution
to an academic journal in the future,
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TABLE 1: PREVIOUSLY RECORDED SITES ON ADAS LAND

PRN NGR NAME DESC. FERIOD
8619 SN79847708 Penygarn: Carn Nantllys Cairn Bronze Age
9355 SN79317569 Llethr Brith | Cottage Post Mediaeval
9356 SN79247573 Blaen Dyfiryn Cottage Post Mediaeval
9357 SN79307555 Liethr Brith li Cottage Post Mediaeval
9358 SN79317548 Abernant Cwta Uchaf Cottage Post Mediaeval
19755 SN77607469 Pwllpeiran Aqueduct Post Mediaeval
25914 | 8N75107535 Brignant Mine Metal Mine Post Mediaeval
33182 SN77297490 Pwilpeiran Dwellin? Post Mediaeval
33202 | SN750754 Brignant Uchaf Farmstead Post Mediaeval

TABLE 2: NEWLY RECORDED SITES ON ADAS LAND

PRN NGR NAME DESC. PERIOD
35280 SN75257554 Brignant Mine Shaft Post Mediaeval
35281 SN75497556 Brignant Uchaf Platform Med?; Post Med?
35282 | SN75487556 Brignant Uchaf Platform Med?; Post Med?
35283 SN75587566 Brignant Uchaf Long Hut? Med?; Post Med?
35284 SN75617559 Rhos y Gell Long Hut? Med?; Post Med?
35285 SN753527545 Rhos y Gell Long hut; Platform Med?; Post Med?
35286 SN75557546 Rhos y Gell Mining Feature Post Mediaeval
35287 SN75587546 Rhos y Gell Platform Med?; Post Med
35288 SN75507542 Rhos y Gell Platform Post Mediaeval?
35289 | SN75677529 Rhos y Gell Long Hut? Med?; Post Med
35290 SN75737551 Rhos y Gell Quarry Post Mediaeval?
35291 SN76607474 Bwich yr Qerfa Long Hut Med?:Post Med?
35202 SN77037483 Allt Gron l.ong Hut? Post Mediaeval
35283 SN76817473 Alit Gron Stone Unknown
35916 | SN78437514 Chatham Ring Cairn? Bronze Age?
35917 SN78447510 Chatham Boundary Bank? Post Mediaeval?
35918 SN78347508 Chatham Clearance Cairn Post Mediaeval
35919 SN79547660 Banc Myheryn Unknown Post Mediaeval?
35920 | SN79297644 Banc Myheryn Enclosure? Long Hut? | Med?;Post Med?
35921 SN79577672 Banc Myheryn Long Hut?; Shelter? Med?;Post Med?
35022 SN79457587 Liethr Brith Shooting hides Post Mediaeval
35923 | SN79507565 Liethr Brith Shooting hides Post Mediaeval
36241 SN79237591 Nant Perfedd Cottage Post Mediaeval
36242 | SN79207547 Abernant Cwia Cottage Post Mediaeval
36243 SN76387502 Bwilchyroerfa Enclosure Med?;Post Med?
37045 SN75477530 Brignant Uchaf Dwelling? Post Mediaeval
37046 SN77577444 Pwllpeiran Reservoir Post Mediaeval
37047 SN77577444 Bryn Bach Enclosure Med?;Post Med?
37048 SN77567444 Bryn Bach Platform Med?;Post Med?
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PRN NGR NAME DESC. PERIOD COMP. No.
5492 SN77497173 | Bwichgwallter Grotto Post Mediaeval 2021
Grotto
25925 | SN75857191 | Bryn Shait Post Mediaeval 2018
25927 | SN75987182 | Bryn Level Post Mediaeval 2018
TABLE 4: NEWLY RECORDED SITES CN FE LAND
PRN NGR NAME DESC. PERIOD COMP. No.
35824 | SN794804 Nantycreiau Trials | Trial Post Mediaeval 3002
workings
35925 | SN8377 Diliw Field Boundary Med?;Post 4015;4016
Boundaries banks Med?
35926 | SN77917780 | Dol Rhuddnant Building Post Mediaeval 3021
35927 | SN79307796 | Rhuddnant Platform Med?;Post 3033
Platform Med?
35929 | SN79918120 | Llynnoedd leuan Dam Post Mediaeval 3057
35830 | SN79988109 | Llyn Newydd Dam Post Mediaeval 3057
35931 [ SN79918120; | Llynnoedd leuan Leat Post Mediaeval 3002
SN78207978
35932 | SN79918120; | Llynnoedd leuan Leat Post Mediaeval | 3001;3002;
SN79448092 3057
35933 | 8N79888109; | Llyn Newydd Leat Post Mediaeval | 3001;3002;
SN79288032 3057
35834 | SN77067211 | Nant Bwichgwallter | Sheep Post Mediaeval 2019
wash?,
Dam?
35935 | SN77217198 | Nant Bwichgwallter | Sheep Post Mediaeval 2021
wash
35936 | SN77337188 | Nant Bwlchgwallter | Long hut?; | Post Mediaeval 2021
Fold
35937 | SN77757227 | Cwm Nant Gau Ltong Hut Post 2021
Mediaeval?
35938 | SN77987175 | Cwm Nant Gau Long Hut?; | Post Mediaeval
Shelter?
35939 | SN77997173 | Cwm Nant Gau Sunken Post Mediaeval 2021
Shelter?;
Shelter?
35942 | SN78467108 | Blaen Cwm Nant Long hut?; | Post Mediaeval 2018
Gau Shelter?
35943 | SN75957191 | Bryn Mining Post Mediaeval 2018
feature
35944 | SN75767209 | Bryn Leat Post Mediaeval 2018
37049 | SN7880;7980; | Llynnoedd leuan Leat Post Mediaeval | 3001;3002;
7982;8082 System 3057
Sites in Powys,
13236 | SN88148007 | Hendy Barn Barn? Post Mediaeval 4046
Dwelling?
13237 | SN85648010 | Foel Ddu Long Hut Med?;Post 4010
Med?
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2. GAZETTEER OF SITES

2.1 SITES ON ADAS LAND
(All in Ceredigion)

PRN NGR NAME DESC. PERIOD

Cottage, probably late 18" or early 19" century in origin. Not apparently shown on the
2" 1mile OS map surveyed in 1833-34. Ruinous, but walls relatively intact.

Ruinous cottage, probably late 18™ or early 19" century in origin. Not apparently
shown on the 2" 1mile OS map surveyed in 1833-34. Ruinous, but walls relatively
intact.

Ruinous cottage, but walls relatively intact. Probably late 18" or early 19" century in
origin. Not apparently shown on the 2”:1mile OS map surveyed in 1833-34.

Ruinous cottage, probably late 18" or early 19™ century in origin. Not apparently
shown on the 2" 1mile OS map surveyed in 1833-34. From the parish tithe map of
1848, it seems that there were two dwellings here (parcels 147 & 155-56). Ruinous,

but walls relatively intact.

Aqueduct marked on 19th century OS maps. No longer survives,

Site recorded as an old mine on the 2nd edition 1:10560 OS map of 1906 on which a
single amorphous spoil tip is shown. Spoil tips alone now mark the site and there is at
present no trace of a level or shaft associated with these tips.

The remains of a building of unknown purpose was noted here by the CPAT during
the initial Mynydd y Ffynnon AP search. The area has been built over in recent years
and an agricultural building now stand in the same location.
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Brignant Uchaf is an abandoned farmstead, including a house and outbuildings. It

remains roofed and is used as an animal shelter.

Small, probably unsuccessful prospecting shaft. Presumably associated with the
nearby Brignant Mine (PRN25914). Small spoil tip downslope, but no mineral content
seen. Site composed of partly water filled shaft and nearby spoil tips.

Easternmost of a pair of platforms situated alongside the trackway between the main
road at the Arch and Brignant Uchaf farmstead (see PRN35282 also). Although now
faint, the characteristics of the platform are unmistakable. There is no evidence of any
structure on the platform. The trackway has partially damaged the south-eastern
corner of the platform, but it is otherwise intact.

Westernmost of a pair of platforms situated alongside the trackway between the main
road at the Arch and Brignant Uchaf farmstead (see PRN35281 also). Smaller than
the adjacent platform. No trace of any structure visible, Intact.

Rectilinear earthwork structure, defined by wall bases standing up to 1m high. The
northern wall base appears to extend several metres further than the southern and is
then curved around to create the NW end wall, with an entrance left between the
terminal of the southern wall hase and the NW wall. This distinctive shape is shared
by two similar structures in the locality (PRNs 35284; 35289). The site has been
inadvertently damaged by vehicle tracks and some silage fodder has also been

dumped inside the structure.

A sub-rectangular depression measuring 9 x 5m, with traces of an earthwork structure
comparable in form to PRN35283. Possibly an eroded long hut, but may be a minor
trial excavation associated with mining in the area. Faint earthwork site.

10
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Platform measuring overall 20m long x 10m wide, on a N-S axis. Sheltered by a low
rock outcrop on western side. The fan at the northern, negative end of the platform
shows possible traces of a drainage hood in the form of a very denuded earth bank
around its upper side. Definite traces of a rectilinear structure also survive on the
platform itself in the form of earth and stone wall bases. This long hut measures ¢.13
X 5.5m. ltis also possible that faint traces of an associated enclosure can be seen to
the eastern side of the platform.

A linear trial excavation, ¢.20 x 6m and between 1 - 2m deep. Probably associated
with a search for mineral ores in association with the nearby Brignant Mine.

C.25m E. of PRN35285, and possibly associated with it, is a small scoop or platform
cut into a gentle slope, measuring 6 x 5m. Intact, but a post of a modern boundary
fence has been driven into the middle of the levelled area.

Grassy, L-shaped platform at edge of field, maximum length 14m x maximum width
14m. Appears to be man-made but may be a relatively recent feature.

Earthwork structure similar in form to PRN35283. NW - SE axis. Measures 9 x 4.5m

overall.

Minor excavation in slate outcrop which may be a trial working associated with a slate
quarrying activity at Cyrnau Mawr, south of Brignant Mine, intended to prove the
quality of slate at this point.

Long hut, measuring 17 x 7.25m overall, on a ENE-WSW axis. Earth and stone wall
bases survive, up to 2m wide in places and as much as 1m high. Displays three
compartments, with a possible cross-passage between the central cell and that at the
ENE end of the structure. Stands on a small natural terrace and alongside a minor
stream. Faint traces of a possible triangular enclosure occupying the rest of the
terrace, south of the long hut, were noted.

Il
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An apparent long hut, measuring ¢.8 x 5m overall. Appended to an old field boundary
bank on its western side. There is a possibility that the long hut is of recent origin.
Very eroded with low earth wall bases. A drainage trench appears to have been cut
parallel to the boundary at some time (shown on Forest Enterprise Stock Map
410YSTO8B)

Small standing stone, measures 1.1m long on a E-W axis, by 0.3m thick and stands

0.7m high. Origin unknown.

A small water tank or reservoir in woods east of Pwllpeiran. Largely intact, though
silted up and disused, no longer holding water. Rectilinear in shape, the tank appears
to have a stone faced earth dam and measures ¢.33 x 16m. The dam stands over 1m
high at present. Water was fed into this reservoir by a riveted steel or iron pipe, parts
of which survive; tapping into Nant Peiran just below a ford immediately east of the
farm complex at Pwllpeiran. An outlet pipe was also traced, apparently taking water

downslope to the SW, to the direction of Nant Peijran.

Faint outline of a denuded, rectilinear, earthwork enclosure measuring ¢.13 x 13m on
a NE-SW axis. Banks have been long ploughed over and survive at 0.3m high x 3m
wide. A shallow gully is seen outside at NE end. Probably associated with the
platform PRN35296.

Faint platform of undetermined size, being a minimum of 10m long, or a maximum of
20m, x c.7m wide. On NW - SE axis, with the NW (negative) end best preserved.
Sheltered by Bryn Bach hill. Probably associated with the enclosure PRN35295.

Possible bronze age ring-cairn, comprising a ring of stones protruding no more than
0.5m through land surface, sub-circular in form, measuring 7m ENE-WSW x 6m
WNW-ESE. May be a land clearance feature or associated with the reduction of the
nearby boundary bank PRN35917.

12
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A 15m long single row of as many as 12 aligned stones on a WNW-ESE axis, which
disappear into a boggy area at the edge of the field. They are presumed to be the
surface remains of a major but now ploughed out boundary bank which is visible in
this area on aerial photographs. The bank originated from the direction of the forest
compartments around Gelmast (to the NW) and continued eastwards through this
field, turning south towards Cwmystwyth. It may be associated with the enclosures
made by Thomas Johnes of Hafod in the late 18"/early 19" centuries when creating
his experimental farm at Gelmast and surrounding woodland plantations.

However, there is some doubt as to whether this alignment actually follows
the line of the boundary described above, which may actually have passed a short
distance to the south. This feature may represent an earlier boundary of unknown

purpose.

- A small clearance cairn, 4m in diameter,

Line of stone slabs, 3m long along a N-S axis, clearly deliberately placed but purpose
unknown. Recent road building has disturbed the land surface to the north and may
have removed associated features, however, it is also possible that the stones were
placed here at the time of the construction of the road. They seem well set, however,
and may represent the remains of a stone structure, such as a hut, peat-stacking
platform or shooting butt (in terms of size, this feature does compare with the shooting

butts further to the south - PRNs 35822-23).

The drystone wall hases of a small enclosure or long hut protruding through the grass.
The precise character of the site is unclear from surface evidence (it is not possible to
ascertain whether or not the structure is rectilinear or sub-circular in plan), but it is
certainly a man-made structure, ¢.8 X 7m in overall size.

Small earth and stone structure, maximum of 5 x 3m, scooped into slope on rise at
edge of boggy depression. Possibly the site of an old shelter.

A group of four shooting hides arranged along the break of slope at the top of the
steep slope of Llethr Brith, overlooking the head of the Nant Gorlan vailey below.
Each stands at the western end of a levelled area and survives in the form of ruinous,
low drystone walls averaging up to 1.5m high x 3 - 4m long.

I3
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Another group of shooting hides comparable with PRN35922. This group has six
hides facing south-west over the confluence of the Nant Gorlan valley with its
tributary, Nant Cwta. Amongst the group is a 14m long drystone wali base of

unknown association and purpose.

Ruinous cottage, probably 19™ century in origin. Not shown on the 2":1mile OS map
surveyed in 1833-34. Ruinous, but walls relatively intact.

Ruinous cottage, probably late 18™ or early 19" century in origin. Named on the
2*:1mile OS map surveyed in 1833-34. Ruinous, but walls relatively intact.

This enclosure is visible some 30m NW of the scheduled area at Bwichyroerfa. The
enclosure is rectilinear, measuring 33m long along its NNW-SSE axis, and varies in
width from 18m wide at its N end to 15m wide atits S end. It is possible that the N
end was left open (or the bank has been ploughed out). Ploughing has levelled the
enclosure boundary, which is now 0.3m high x up to 3.5m wide. Between the
enclosure and the scheduled area is a small cut or unfinished platform 6m x 3.5m with
a mound of earth at its downslope (SW) end. A second unrecorded feature lies 50m
east of the scheduled area at Bwichyroerfa, in the form of a small platform, 6m E-W x
3m, presumably an ancillary feature to the farmstead.

14
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2.2 SITES ON FE LAND
Sites in Ceredigion

Compartment No. 2021

Not found by survey and believed to have been incorrectly located by an earlier
survey. The original record probably refers to Level Lampwill grotto, 1km due north.

Compartment No. 2018

Shaft marked on 2nd edition OS 6” map of 1906. Not visible in the field, but a spoil
heap on the east bank of Nant Ffin is probably derived from this working. Presumably
infilled.

Disused mine level. Remains open but is very wet, being flooded to half its height
and issuing water into the Nant Ffin stream.

Compartment No,3002

DESCRIPTION: A series of excavated pits NE of the head of the Nantycreiau valley.
Some 7 pits were identified, each 1m or more deep x 2 or 3m wide and up to 10m
long. Probably associated with the search for mineral deposits by the Nantycreiau
Mine. Date not known. Intact and easily visible in upland moorland environment.

partmen

DESCRIPTION: Along the southern side of the Diliw Fechan, a number of earthwork
field boundaries survive in dense plantations, presumably associated with settlements
around the confluence of the Diliw Fechan and Afon Diliw. Extent of boundaries not
determined due to dense plantation.

bompartment No.3021

DESCRIPTION: Ruinous remains of a small rectilinear stone building, possibly
associated with the nearby Mynach Vale mine complex. Traces of drystone walling
evident. Disturbed by planting and partly obscured by vegetation and fallen tree
debris. Very ruinous.

15
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Compartment No.3033

DESCRIPTION: Bare platform, roughly 5m x 5m, cut into fairly steep slope
overlooking Afon Rhuddnant. No associated structures noted in immediate vicinity.

Compariment No.3057

DESCRIPTION: Undated earthwork dam associated with supplying water to mines in
the Nantycreiau or Castell mines.

Compartment No.3057

DESCRIPTION: Stone revetted dam between two natural rock outcrops. A rock cut
spillway exists a short distance to the south. Associated with supplying water to mines
in the Nantycreiau or Castell mines. The reservoir is not shown on 1834 2" 1mile OS
map.

Compar&ﬁéht No. 3002

DESCRIPTION: Undated leat which supplied the Nantycreiau and Castell mines.
Originates from the westernmost of the Llynnoedd leuan reservoirs, outside FE
boundary. Crosses FE land towards Nantycreiau, uniting with leat PRN35932; a single
leat then proceeding westwards past Nantycreiau. Substantially intact. Runs across
open moorland and also through forestry towards its south-western end.

Compartment No.3001;3002;3057

DESCRIPTION: Undated leat associated with supplying water to the Nantycreiau or
Castell mines. Flows from the central of the three reservoirs at Liynnoedd leuan. See
PRN35931. Substantially intact. Runs acress open moorland and also through
forestry towards its south-western end.

DESCRIPTION: Undated leat, flows from Llyn Newydd, the easternmost and latest
dating of the three reservoirs at Llynnoedd feuan. This leat is probably mid-19™
century and was associated solely with supplying water to Nantycreiau mine.
Substantially intact.
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The Mynydd y Ffynnon 1998 Survey

Compariment No.2019

DESCRIPTION: Site of a probable sheep wash on Nant Bwlchgwallter shown on 19"
century OS maps. Alternatively, there may have been a small reservoir or pond
created here by damming the stream, associated with water management or
landscaping by the Hafod estate. Area now afforested and no evidence of any feature
found.

Compartment No.2021

DESCRIPTION: Shown on the 1964 OS 1:10560 map. A probable sheep wash on
the Nant Bwichgwallter stream. Fragmentary traces of a stone structure were noted at
this point in the field.

Compartment No.2021

DESCRIPTION: Site consists of a rectilinear drystone structure, measuring 9.9m x
5.4m. The walls display evidence of repair and rebuilding and stand up to 1.5m.
Although likely to have been used as a sheepfold, the origins of the structure may
have been as a dwelling. In recently felled area but relatively clear of brash.

Compartment No.2021

DESCRIPTION: On a spur in a meander of Nant Gau, now within the forest
plantation. Remains of a single cell rectilinear long hut, measuring 8m x 5.2m. Traces
of drystone walling visible. Largely obscured by vegetation and fallen trees but
apparently in fairly good condition.

Compartment No.2021

DESCRIPTION: Ruins of a narrow and elongated drystone structure on the west
bank of the Nant Gau stream. Compares with ‘sunken shelters’ recorded in other
districts and may represent a storage building associated with neighbouring
settlements. Ruinous and partly obscured by brash from within the deforested area to
the west.

17



The Mynydd y Ffynnon 1998 Survey

ompartment No.

DESCRIPTION: Remains of a rectilinear structure, with a drystone wall base 7m x
3m, generally less than 0.4m high. Within forest plantation, but relatively undisturbed.

Compartment No.2018

DESCRIPTION: Within the forest plantation, near the site of a recorded mine shaft
(PRN25925) is a small, undated opencut mine working, ¢.30m x 8m x up to 2m deep.
100m to the NNE, at the end of a forest ride, is a smaller trial excavation pit.
Substantially intact and unplanted.

Compartment No.2018

DESCRIPTION: At this point an old leat emerges from the forest. It can be seen to
continue NNE towards an old mine shaft and level outside the FE boundary
(PRN25892). It must have tapped into Nant Ffin in the vicinity of the mine workings
described above (PRN25925). Little evidence survives within forestry.

Compartment No,3001;3002;3057

DESCRIPTION: Post mediaeval leat system which carried water to the Nantycreiau
and Castell Mines. See PRNs 35929-35933

SITES IN POWYS

ompartment No.4046

DESCRIPTION: Rectangular building depicted on the 1846 Llangurig parish tithe
map. An adjacent field was named Cae Ysgubor, a name which suggests that the
building was being used as a field barn. No surface evidence of this structure now
survives, aithough the land where it stood is now open ground.

Compartment No.4010

DESCRIPTION: Well preserved remains of rectangular building measuring 12m x 7m.
Defined by turf covered wall bases ¢.2m wide, up to a maximum of 0.75m high,
containing some stone. No internal features noted on surface. Situated in open forest
ride on dry natural terrace. Very well preserved and partially grassed over.

18



5

3 4{3 -

= TR
t':-, _/ ,

e 2//

" IR M Sl AR
SITES RECORDED ON ADAS LAND
DURING THE 1998 MYNYDD Y
YNNON FIELD SURVEY
o [ T Ny T %/4{:‘/';;,?.//"

/ (e
i ) b R

e P I YA

e S N

e
2IT
\
[
H
H
i ;
0
" 'Ll O h
i
il
i W S,
i \
H Wt it
;
B Lﬂ..
\ T

s7ad ¥\ b | Es0Radey_{

N ..__:i,.wﬁ.. f::,f 47 // ff- GWfr';hf:g ;
2302 I AT M 35650me " /)
,L—rv.". ) \\t_ G ") 78,\ /

d
/6

LA A".tf’ AV
Strinfawr o
S

T I

1k lo3s6 W

i EX Oerfa
i /% A\

3

BTN dis)
ORI Y /Br_@:&%-
. \9 =z
. whe, P S ~:=:::===:_-‘ i o _":f
Rhos-cynau o -2BERE LT = ':'5.5** + *Duon *%" £F A
s P gk % | : LA 2 ]
i ] -‘ s b T el
! ( o A i ! 2 2 /A T 4 RO AN \q\ -l
- s - ‘ io, [P, . F AR /QJ}\-,/ 5918+ / o N O N Ry
T - ‘ (_ 33?‘/‘;— o 1 3 v PR ]Lét.-" T ?w* - #y 1‘ T:_; ol WU JPNN
- N 5 - . Cyrhau 4 : S8 OuanddBl_Po “TwHor /177 frfea ™2/ [ ” uest e
W\ e NB\E \ L [ M NS A M 331 §2 v:jI.Peig 37047 /384 T el g0 4 N A RRERNORS
at-Archur! SR - S W4 )\ Beehyr -~ 352 \ % et ol R )
- o L ; e
A =

92 e %

N T
s N /
AP

., ﬂ'}
iyl

[048~4 .,
7/ B
. f} !

T ) RPN y xa
T 382
; - 1

-4 . '-}*g~:. A :,": ~ . ‘| " b= -
w,w CHWerndryw | ¢ i Ty 95_‘),‘;15#7}1[—-300\ A

- ; " P o

X p Rhos .,

; Fawr

BTN (L |
W st l[NantiCrafanglach
Poy Nant-Grafangfabh 5} 4F 3

““Dolgors} fach } .

it /

T

3

Dinlanre

Reproduce from the 1989 Ordnance Survey 1:25000 Pathfinder Map with
permission from the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office © Crown
Copyright Archaeateg Cambria Archaeology, The Shire Hall, Carmarthen
St., Llandeilo, Carmarthenshire, SA19 8AF, Licence No. AL 51842A

chenag
(d 2 N - " R CHEY] v .
7 B [ g, s Ford, L
% MwWeir Lo+ Coed x fFardd o
Wy i o AlltfachiRS 8 Nahfbrr,

L qon

o o a 2 -—‘433;_._.-

[ A e~ e AT - POy 8y AT =X



""”/ ~ O?/*“W\

RN L A4 L, Dantsk

SITES RECORDED ON FE LAND AT
BWLCHGWALLTER DURING THE 1998
MYNYDD Y FFYNNON FIELD SURVEY

B " gk AFRC

X Lo

o =T 4

O e L ooy 1
|85 Codl v, 2

- 9 it

N
EERTTTANR.

. 135043
%

g [ H
o Pangyfiynnd
ey yHiynr

REANTY
=3

en son
anfedwen! :
s, S e Rhos

Tarichwarel

i

s s
“Dél-
.- bl

LT
henog .

Rﬁos »’Cafalli\

vy i

L L%

=al|

Reproduced from the 1989 Ordnance Survey 1:25000 Pathfinder Map with
permission from the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office @ Crown
Copyright Archaeoleg Cambria Archaeclogy, The Shire Hall, Carmarthen
St., Llandello, Carmarthenshire, SA19 BAF, Licence No, AL 51 842A

VA L AT W FITL TR BN T

570 L.,
Y. Vrawsallt i

e g .
S8 o Caien | o,




SITES RECORDED ON FE LAND

DURING THE 1998 MYNYDD
Y FFYNNON FIELD SURVEY

Y

q\

Li chyred
s

o, ]

g

Hbqp,

TR
ST
R

i

BT

i

$itc #.WW@

ce & Crown
Carmarthen

ffi

Licence No, AL 51842A

s Stationpery O
The Shire Hali,

S

1:25000 Landranger Map with S

SA19 BAF

permission from the Controller of Her Majesty
Copyright Archaeoleg Cambria Archaeology,
St., Liandeilo, Carmarthenshire,

Reproduced from the 1989 Ordnance Suivey

AR

it

T
T

7

T

WA R

77

15

e
A

v

s

1
i



7 S A s A

( THE LLYNNOEDD IEUAN
* LEAT SYSTEM
PRN 37049

o Fig.5

Stain " X

JU] ... Lont Works g 35033,

T N

Map base: 1891 1st edition 1:10560 OS Map
FUZES S . - e N ey




The Mynydd y Ffynnon 71998 Survey

BILBLIOGRAPHY.

Hughes SJS 1891 'Castell & Nantycreiau Mines' in British Mining, Vol. 43.
Northern Mine Research Society, Sheffield.

Morgan G 1991 ‘Early Hafod tenants and the founding of the estate’,
Friends of Hafod Newsletter, 1991, 5-7.

Murphy K 1996 Hafod Archaeological Survey Database. Unpublished.
Commissioned by The Hafod Trust & Forest Enterprise.
ACA, Llandeilo

Protheroe-Jones R
1993 Annotated Field Survey Plans of Ceredigion Metal Mine
Sites. Unpublished. ACA, Llandeilo.

Sambrook P & Darke |
1997 The Mynydd y Ffynnon Project: Castell-Rheidol Upland
Survey. Commissioned by RCAHMW. ACA, Llandeilo.

Sambrook P & Silvester B
1997 The Mynydd y Ffynnon Archaeological and Historic
Landscape Survey. CPAT & ACA.

Sambrook P, Hankinson R & Thomas D
1998 The Mynydd y Ffynnon Project: Forest Archaeological
Survey. ACA & CPAT

Thomas D & Earwood C
1996 Forest Enterprise Archaeological Survey 1996,
CPAT Report 191

Thomas D 1997 Forest Enterprise Archaeological Survey Phase 2.
CPAT Report 229

Also consulted;

Llanfihangel y Creuddyn Uchaf Tithe Map (1847) & Tithe Schedule (1844).

0S8 Original Surveyors Drawings (1820) Sheet No. 311,

Map of 1865 Act of Enclosure Award for the Parishes of Llanfihangel y
Creuddyn Uchaf and Llangurig. Held at National Library of Wales, Aberystwyth.

23



BRPA NNV ) Ao T A MY RS o

ORDED ON FE LAND AT
LLTER DURING THE 1998
'FYNNON FIELD SURVEY

(Zel‘n 4,,/ A% ’@i
CFEiglaU";p‘? P

____ SR */Fon: Dolognu .1" P

W,

4

52 N
Loy

X Witc:fi‘jlf et

Ji

Fra:th

Rhos -~

ichwargl-{™. /s -
[P .

% !( 5 EN'agntn;‘-c'{e e

ance Survey 1:25000 Pathfinder Map with

Her Majesty's Stationery Office @ Crown
Archaeology, The Shire Hall, Carmarthen
‘e, SA19 BAF, Licence No. Al. §1842A

ﬁ' Sl X R LT et * A2




acr
B M 768 ¥

EITTITTe PN

EETITIITIN

Ly,

e

FETIYTTYPIo

+ 3

1
3

FITTYTTrTTe

FeE
PETCITTTPION
senabalieny

TS
PETCITI TN

[ERILITYPION

RELTET TP

fref

cranarbbrea,, A,

23

e,

Teerbetenn. tan

h
eoradlena.

BITEF vt tera,,
[Tt

e

ELLITTF Yo Peesebrena

(LT TP

EELTYETE S FrEA bR, SINTITITN e
-
A
——
O
— .
LETT LY FYFP .
N
.
o e
EELITTTTI I, e
J— . makdbanrd,,
Wiy .
.

[ECTTTIT I
PEPTTRTTIVNN
EEPTITTTYIN

RERTTITTFIYN RXUTIY

T, e,

Llyﬂoedd

FTTT

}\"""

vt riasy.,

1705}

PIXTITITIN

et [ETTTTITTINNN

AYTIILT

kb,

.......u.‘.' 35932

e L,

[EETTTTTI PO

EELTSTITYouN

PETPTTTIIN /A

D raws Drzﬁw e ”
£ .aifmmmf”' — 35931 e —
i 4 v B 35933 —
P L, St ——
. s u’m i, it 3o "17' I
e S uthpx,;E
arvesingy . . {\-- LLIETY P

PRTCTT I,
[RTLTIToT

AT TIYTION

JRATTI

e
wenl e, "

TP

e
TTTITHITN
PSTTTIIY

36819

aauny -..-.*.'
Pt anirtlilree, s

A g, 2P

[ERTTTITI

ZOTTTTTIoN

sebtbeers PECTPTTITFIN

A’c:mt > Crelaw
Lead Works

[ITRTTITYN

peskutIRRILL i

PRI

[ETTPTPITIEN

POTPTYIToN
PUTTTITYEN

Iy

Nan

Ban,c

MR,

H LETIYTPr
H .

T TTTYN

H

et g b,

7/

rirea f
R ST
e f

H

ROTEEI e

%,

*

TSI

RSP,

YT

eI FIT

PITTRTITIITN

P TIRTTTYN

T e,

e

WWY
F_yﬁarm

TS
erarvand

aeiburserir. .

EETTIYTTIY N
YT

BanC

-
RETTEETTY

sranforeers A T ” B
» LR A L !
i T
" TP
I t' R . M i
3 Of.d Quarry

n st

=¥ -

TR LTV e,y

NI avrev b, HETITTITTION
s

!

e

PRTTETTIIFIO
T N

ead PTOILILT /
‘""‘m“t.‘..|...,,,':“”::'u‘f"

o7

4

T

Laactatinn

CEIEL LT FITT / “
@

svmdadiareas

s e v mmfnsidan,

(TP TP

saani.

Y

PRSPPI [PTTYTIITYS

N

PRIV

FETTSTITITON

FTTEYITIY N

FITTTErTIoN



SITES RECORDED ON FE LAND g
DURING THE 1998 MYNYDD

'I:lecﬁ'yv‘dc‘! o

Twd

7
-
3 [
A / g )
__u,' &3}0 o
TR
£y f

e
s

e
b e

L L N
Rpoi By Simesys ol
W) «
Reproduced from the 1989 Ordnance Survey 1:25000 Landranger Map with
permission from the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office ® Crown
2% Copyright Archaecleg Cambria Archaeology, The Shire Hall, Carmarthen

e

B‘y;tlym y_Elén




L JPHEBEIN M Al .
- SITES RECORDED ON ADAS LAND
DURING THE 1998 MYNYDD Y

FFYNNON_ FIELD SURVEY

(F‘qnc 3 Bow!
arer fali)

I 36243 u

N
gk

1. Cyrnaye™-

Cra:gﬁL?:n’ -las ™

| e
Werndryw ’

i
5_ Rhos
‘x% Fawr:

Tynilidiare},

Pong” Nant-Grafan;

[2] All uY

fe tping

D_fﬁm
ryd

Ouar,r[ i Pont ¥ Tt or J4°

_________ ,,,J 33182 rwire M 37047

l 35292 ey
‘ -5\/

S AN N R

ES Dafa,r

H“'

ou




DD, e n LI ST o B
GV \Llu(\\\\.\\\\m e
e g o

.,w-r
- = 7 B
RN ﬂ_w\r\hﬂ\“ 7 -
SO (A iy
T

£c . 3

R
al2&g J/
FCE KN
20 3 |y
50 g ".m
ggio |7
D0 =
S5 =< [
[y b4
Bzl [

® 0 g =

= E=8 Bk

[
SEog |
A QOEY K
| Py .W
g »
)

) AT SSRY .»wm.w_ .dwwﬁ!, & i WL
D YIRS o A ()
: %.mg@:\ @/WJ {

"~ Ay \ e
s ™ ... X 3 L oy L
y ; LR\ . ;ﬂmeﬂm\\
& - s R ¥ o
. o A o

ot

SA18 6AF

'

o i

~
i

e

AT

Y FFYNNON FIELD SURVEY
SN

DURING THE 1998 MYNYDD

SITES RECORDED ON FE LAND

pyright Archaecleg Cambria Archaealagy,

mission from the Controller of Her Majes
st., Llandeilo, Carmarthenshire

S5
Reproduced from the 1989 Ordnance Suive

SR ¢
2575 Sh 2 0 - pJ/%k (L
T e L =i B .
i ly 22 AR TR W e d arted s 2
A @:w#uAﬁ . = 5587 &
Sz _,“ i ﬂDa.,.@.r! W \\..,‘...m..x i d -4 ko

N

LEEr-Th J_kfos«e;\ o o e GRS R R

il

o

.\VL_.._..M- £ ~







TS e TR X
SITES RECORDED ON ADAS LAND
DURING THE 1998 MYNYDD Y

-

'
|

i

h

ar

" ,

I

H L

H ; N X

H . "

H

Hi e, oL

1

H e (M

o RS FLEN)
'

i T

} Tay

N B
| "550Rade y
/,0) Gwgrtheg/|:
4 2ein R 1

3592‘2"1ﬁ |

.
ol
-

T,
ool
et

wr A Py o it 36242 .
5 A T Bryn et U A L
LA 13_ WAL -Gﬁ(ydd."r. -~“"

WIIER S ik Y,
q R $F; -\--‘.—,L: :,":ﬁ:t::’r Y s \~5?0’ ‘ 4;
AR = ; A\

L RS

Ly

FoaY 5 s ARk
A7 355 MW 35916 T 3y S
B [ A mssated ] [ ey

AN
- e TN Quacil Pont Tl or 717 7 W "[":n A SN N T 3“’ ?fi'\‘m,_i."lo R
e ety ¥ 3 N 33182 wll-Pt;g 37047 /84 NG 550 A /\\QA\ e
LT, Y, o > \,'F P LTy, ik 3 i Apzzs A, . ¥ *'-.-_‘ L:? B 4 048 ; 7 T i ..nl"f-- ';Tu ““.’,' ._‘1-., X “ 3 N
+Bach ' ,.f,‘? T)’"n_y_rﬁ;';&“_‘“'ﬂ' .m,"“/-} TE : iy X . ‘
ey L "'i By~ di i Xr:'/N;_

b
- &
T,

SN “
A
AL AL

~

iy, b B,

"—f.r " = ol
275 R

e » 'y,
e | AN
: p Rhos : \

== | Fawr—"~
Tynllidiart} :

L) 0
PTG Y

fbolgA;r?- fach %

3.1‘-&!% 1
o “fa AUBY A .Rf’}'
: ith |’ < Ty Pafarn
Repraduced from the 1989 Ordnance Survey1.250q0 Pathfinder Map with |~ <% [ N/ ST LEy)
permission from the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office @ Crown | . 4| 3% AN AC *_._’_:,':?. i lﬂﬁé’e:
Gopyright Archaeoleg Cambria Archaeology, The Shire Hall, Carmarthen | . 5 i s 4 A I /
St,, Wandeilo, Carmarthenshire, SA19 BAF, Licence No. AL 51842A k.

Dnlonre

QoD ys bR g Pent! ‘
/ *Q‘.’M \
. gn e Dol-chenog _‘ ‘ -‘-fii. 837
L e ~ S b Gy L, ey gty Y
T i Wit ST+ Coed N ford(d Nan't[byi" Sl
SR TR AT R Allefach NN T

o

PN =6
[} & ’*0“_.,—,3.» a2

= 7N - T i I B 7 - T 0 N T ey S CI






	img09437.pdf
	img09440.pdf
	img09441.pdf
	img09442.pdf
	img09443.pdf
	img09444.pdf

