ARCHAECLUGICAL TNVESTIGATION o1 OlLD BRIDEE, HAVERFORDWEST.

Prior to redevelopment tiial archeeological investigations were
undertaken Lo the north and south of 01d Bridge, Haverfordwest.
The opbjectives of the exercise were to ascertain the pre-building
topography, to obtain informabtion on the nature of the
archaenlogical depeosits and 1o assess Lhe polential of the area
for swviving medieval sltraligeraphy.

Historical evidence indicalbes bhat bhere was a bridge on the site
of the present slriwhbare in the 14th centwwv. But it is not until
the léath century bhat Lhe first saggestions of a settlement to
the east of the braidge firvst appeae. Subsegquent to the
construction of bthe bridagse the area ismediately to the south and
easl ‘of it musl have had constderable potential for the siting of
a whart. By the late 19th cenbuwy a small wharf was in use to the
south of Gld Bridoge (see map, based oo bhe I1st ed. 1:500, 188%).
The quay wall to bthis whart now livides the properties on the
south of Old Reidoge +from bhe car park. Older people of the town
can remnamber bthe unloading of coal barges from Hoolk at this
wharf .

The archapological brenches bto Uthe norbb and soulkh of 0ld Bridge
revealed blue—grey river clay deposils containing roots and
other preserved planl malerisel al approgimately Z025m 0D, some
O.2m below the waler table. Ihe yiver deposits in Trench 2 were
not reached, despite excavating down to 2.65m 0D, alt which level
a massive boulder was encownbtered. It seems likely that this
bouwlder was deposited in a minor cheannel duwring the construction
of the guay wall.,

The build-up of layers over Lhe river deposits and over the large
boulder are npobt earlier Lhan he late 18U century. From the
wocavated pottery, il seems fhal this 2m or so of slratigraphy,
that raised the levels of the sarea uwp Lo the present o Sm 0D,
accumal aled over a very short perion of time in the late 18th -
early 19th century, and is presunably assopciated with the
construction of the qguay wall.

T the north of 01d Bridge COhrench 4 floomrs of 19th century
buildings and a vard swface viae gslabiished at 4,2m OD. The

present ground level at o Hm is the result of modern dunping.

There was no evidence in any Leench for substantial buildings or
for the use of the eite sarlicy Lhan thie late 1Bth centuwry.

Eennebbh Murphy, Dyfed dvohasolomics) Tousl, March 198%.
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ARCHAEODL.OGICAL IMVESTIGATION AT OLD BRIDGE, HAVERFOROWEST.
Introduction

Frior to redevelopment trial archasological invesligalions were
undertaken to the north and south of O0ld Bridge, Haverfordwesh.
The objectives of the edercise were Lo ascertain the pre—-building
topography, to obtain information on the natwe of bhe
archaeological deposits and Lo assess the potenlial of the area
for surviving medieval sbtratigraphy.

Historical evidence indicates thal there was a bridge on the site
of the present structwe by the [4th centuwry. Bul ik is pot until
the lé&th centuwry Lhat bhe first suggestions of a setllement
immediately to the east of the bridgs appear {(pers. com. T.
Jamesl). A map by F. Lea of L1670 shows Lwo bouses divectly Lo the
north—east of bthe bridge and & single housge to the south-past.
The reliability of this map musl be guestioned, as a 1729 view of
the town by E. Bowen clesrly shows the road to Lhe saslt of the
bridge on a causeway, with a row of houwses on its northern side
and open water to the soulh (Fig. 1), Thig configuration is
confirmed by the excellent water-colour painting of

Haverfordwest by Samuel and Nathaniel Duck of 1740 (in the
National Museum of Wales). This painting also demonstrates Lhal the
southern side of the causeway funclioned as a guays; barges are
show moored alongside it.

The area to the south of 0ld BEridge was still undeveloped in
clB32, according to a map of Haverfordwest by R. K. Dawson (based
on Ordnance Survey drawings of a few years earlier), but by the
late 192th century a wherf had been constructed (Fig. 2, hased on
the 188%, 1:500, Ordnance Survey map). The guay wall of this
wharf now divides the properlties on the south side of 0ld Bridge
from the car pari. Older people of the town can remember coal
barges from Hoolk being uwnloaded at this wharf. A hulk of one of
these barges sat for many years in Lhe oud adjacent to the wharf
before burial by the car park’'s conslruction.

Trench 4

Trench 4 at the rear of 4, Old Eridge was machine excavaled
across the line of several out-buildings shown on 19th century
maps (Figs. 2, X)) . The purpose of this trench was to establish
the pre-building topography of the area - especially as a large
strainer arch in the garden wall to the wesl suggested Lhe
presence of a culverted stream.

No evidence for such a stream was discovered. At approsdimately
F.2m 0D a dark blue-grey river olay containing rootlets and olther
plant remains (E) was encounlered. Above this natural deposil was
a 1m thick layer of fine rubble and brokern shale in a dark silty-
clay matrix (D). This laver, juwlging by artefacts observed during
its excavation, was laid down i the labte 18th — sarly 1%9th
century. The cobbled and flagged floors (L) above layer D were
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probably associated with the buildings extant in Lhe 19Ch
century. A large ceramic drain (6) was sealed by Lthese +loors and
a similar drain (F) was cut through a laver of dark garden soil
(B) which had formed over lthe old floors. & modern bard-—core
dump topped with tarmacadam (A) sealed all the esrlier tdeposits.

Trench 1

This trench was hand dug within a tio =zhed on the soulh side of
Old Bridge (Figs. 2, 20.

As with trench 4 blue-grey river deposits were encountered at
about F.2m 0D - this was some O.2m below Lhe water table at the
time of the excavalion. Above this river deposit was layer 24 -
very similar in character to layer D found in Trench 4. The dump
layers (14-17, 21-24) topped by a mortar surface (13)
superincumbent to 24 were deposited over a very short period of
time probably in the late 18th -early 19th century.

The stone-built road-side wall (18) was built stibesequently to the
deposition of layer 13. 4lthough ouite substantial this wall was
not designed to form part of a building. Further thamps of rubble
(7, 9y 10-12) were deposiled againsl the wall.

The floor surfaces 6 and 8 were associated with an insubstantial
stone structure. These were sealed by more rubb)e dumps (2, 4)
antd a post—hole (J) that accomadated a bimber supporlt for the tin
shed. Everything was sealed hy a Larmacadam suwrface (1).

Trench 3.

The stratigraphic sequence in Lhis machine thay Lrench was wvery
similar to that revealed in Trench 2 except a large, redundant
french drain running north Lo soulh was uncovered at =, 8m 0D.

Trench ﬁ"z

This machine dug Urench was edcaveated against the norlhern side
of the gquay wall. The secbion of this french was nol dreawn as il
was very similar in characlter to thal in Trench 1. At 2.65m 0D a
massive boulder was discovered. As this was 0.8m below the
present level of the river it is assumed thalt this boulder was
deposited in a minor river channel duwring the construction of the

quay.

Summary

Archaenlogical and historical evidence agree that prior to the

early 19th century the area to the south of 0ld Bridge was marsh

subject to flooding at high tides. The pre—1%th century ling of
i the guay alongside the causeway was not discovered in the




excavaltions, but it may be revealed during redevelopment .

No evidence for substantial medieval or post-medieval Luildings
was ftound in the excavations. Fvidence for these may he
discovered when part of the northern side of Md Bridoe is
rebuilt, possibly in association with deeply stratified deposits.

Fenneth Murphy, Dyfed Archacological Trust, March 1985,
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