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Cadw SAM projects PCNPA area 2011-2

SUMMARY

This report covers visits and work to Scheduled Ancient Monuments
in the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park undertaken by Pete Crane
during 2011-2012, for Cadw or for PCNPA. Six sites appeared to
have been vandalised, remedial action has been undertaken or
instigated on three of these. At least two coastal promontory forts
have continuing severe coastal erosion, and another two suffered
slightly from fire damage. Two sites are recommended for
scheduling and another to have its protected area extended.
Vegetation was cleared on two Iron Age promontory forts and on
another coastal fort which has been advised for scheduling this has
considerably improved their condition.

PRIORITY SITE BASED MANAGEMENT QUERIES FOR CADW
SAM sites in numerical order

SAM PE 010 Foel Drigarn: can I repair the hut platform
disturbance or will SMC consent be required? Cairns: can the
hollows be repaired without further SMC?

SAM PE 013 St Non's, St David’: Would Cadw part fund
geosurvey?

SAM PE 161 Rock Hewn Cross 220m west of Church, Nevern:
Mortar samples, should these be analysed with view to establishing
date of mortar? Will Cadw fund this?

SAM PE 265 Blackpoint Rath: Pursue access possibilities with a
view to sampling buried soil for dating and environmental evidence
and also any other recording possible

SAM PE 281 Tower Point Rath: PC to visit site in 2012-13 to
observe improvements and investigate the possibility of geophysical
survey

SAM PE 295 Castell Heinif: Is a full report necessary on the small
footpath re-route given that there was minimal disturbance?

SAM PE 312 Gilyn Gath Round Barrow
Reported vehicle damage. PC to visit April 2012 and investigate if
repairs necessary

SAM PE 336 Dale Fort: There should a site meeting with Cadw to
look at possible work on the stones around the entrance and further
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landscaping of the spoil tip left over from the compound scrape:
also a possible topographic survey which could also plot the entire
new fence posts and the spoil tip left over from the contractors’
compound clearance

SAM PE 361 Bedd Morris: Urgent to have stone repaired and
replaced. Will Cadw fund expenditure on this? PCNPA may be wiiling
to provided man power and machinery but not costs

SAM PE 404 The Old Castle, Newport: New display panel was
adjacent to the footpath. Is a separate report, from that below,
within this document, required on the panel base hole?

RECOMMENDATIONS

Sites to recommended for scheduling
e Solva Ridge Fort
+ Trefrane Cliff Colliery

Recommended change to extent of scheduling
e South Hook Fort to include slipway/jetty

Damage due to vandalism and fire appeared to be an increasing
problem in the last year and it is recommended that a risk
management plan be prepared for any such future cases.

Further recommendations are made as bullet points in the site list
below.

A meeting should be held in the spring with Cadw to prioritise some
of the recommendations made.

INTRODUCTION

A number of site visits were made to Scheduled Ancient Monuments
either directly as part of the Cadw SAM work or as part of other
work for Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority (PCNPA).
Visits were also made to sites on the Castlemartin Range with MoD
and PCNPA staff. Furthermore over forty members of The Hill Fort
Study Group were escorted around a number of sites during their
tour of Pembrokeshire. This trip was voted as one of their most
successful excursions.

Small excavations were carried out at the Henry VIII East
Blockhouse, in advance of coastal erosion, and on the standing
stone Bedd Morris which was knocked over late in 2011.
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Nevern Pilgrims’ Cross was slightly vandalised, mortar samples have
been undertaken and repairs should now have been done. A few
other sites were also deliberately damaged, notably graffiti on one
of the stones at Bedd Arthur. All of these cases were reported to the
police.

Two Scheduled sites were greatly improved by vegetation clearance
in the last year and further manage meant of these by grazing has
either been instigated or, subject to land owners agreement, soon
to be instigated: At Tower Point Rath the entrance was cleared of
vegetation by the; on Dale Point Fort the bramble and thorn were
cleared from the defences along with most of the interior (excluding
the Victorian Fort and un-scheduled area). The work on both of
these forts was undertaken by PCNPA rangers and volunteers.
Furthermore substantial scrub was cleared from Solva Ridge fort by
National Trust staff and their volunteers, the PCNPA ranger with
PCNPA volunteers and a group from a local school (this site is
recommended for scheduling). All of these projects were assisted by
the archaeologist for PCNPA.

As part of the Cadw work assistance and advice were given to Time
Team on their dig at Watery Bay Rath and Gateholm. This was
evidently one of their best programs in this season.

SITE LIST: Non-SAM sites at end of list

SAM PE 010 Foel Drigarn

The site was visited on 10 April 2011 as part of the Hillfort Study
Groups’ tour of North Pembrokeshire: there was little evidence of
any further disturbance to the cairns since the repairs in September
2010. However, the centre of a hut platform just to the north east
of the central cairn (NGR by basic GPS SN 15773/33624) had been
disturbed (see photo below), possibly the result of metal detecting
or geocache activity.
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The site was visited again on 15/09/2012. The damage to the hut
platform was as before. However, on the northwest side to the
eastern cairn a slight hollow in the stones has been created. In
addition more serious disturbance had been done to the west site of
the west cairn (see photos below). The track scars in the turf
created by motor bikes the previous year had almost disappeared.

e PG - can I repair the hut platform disturbance or will SMC
consent be required?
Can the hollows be repaired without further SMC?
PC will visit the site in spring 2012 along with Bedd Arthur
PC will also visit the site twice on guided walks (7 June and 17
August)

Foel Drigarn Iight new isuane in east cairn, NW side
15/09/2012
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s

west cairn

o L n fN
Foel Drigarn: new hollow on west side of

SAM PE 013 St Non'’s, St David’s (Not undertaken as part of
Cadw funded SAM management)
This site was noted as a possible geosurvey in 2011. Still of interest
but other sites considered more at risk.

e PG - Would Cadw part fund geosurvey?

SAM PE 035 Kings Quoit Burial Chamber
No visit was made this year.
» PC to visit next year if in the area, not considered urgent

SAM PE 052 Carn Ffoi
The site was visited on 10/02/2012, with Hubert Wilson, DAT
surveyor. The extent of the survey and the burnt mounds were
discussed. The vegetation on the site is as low as it has ever been
recently.
¢ Survey should take place either very soon or in early 2013,
subject to funding

SAM PE 065 Garn Fawr Camp

Although the 4 x 4 damage to the site was still noticeable when the
Hillfort Study Group visited the site in April 2011, it was almost
imperceptible by November 2011. There is a little blackthorn and
some bracken on the interior. The blackthorn at this stage is not
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considered to be a problem and may have biodiversity advantages.
The lower southern side has become increasingly overgrown. More
grazing of the site would be an advantage. However, the three
ownerships around the site may raise difficulties with boundaries for
stock.

o PC to check with National Trust and other landowners to

ascertain if the site can be grazed more.
o PC monitor site on yearly basis for the next few years?

.

Gan Fawr 4 x 4 damage on north side of outr rart view S.
09/04/2011
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Garn Fawr 4 x 4 damage on north side of outer rampart view S,
11/11/2011

SAM PE 161 Rock Hewn Cross 220m west of Church, Nevern
Seven small areas of damage, where some of the shale rock face
adjacent to the cross has been pulled out. The damage may have
occurred during the week end of 29-30/10/2011, possibly while
removing coins placed between the stones. This was reported to the
PCNPA by the people living in the neighbouring property, ‘Nevern
View'. In most places where the stones have been removed there
was evidence that the rear of the stones had been bonded with
mortar.

e« Mortar samples should be taken before repairs, and analysed
with view to establishing date of mortar
o Repairs should be done as soon as possible
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Nevern Pllgnms Cross . small areas of damage o shale face
03/11/2011

SAM PE 194 Watery Bay Rath and SAM 180/181 Gatehome
The Time Team evaluation on Watery Bay Rath and Gateholm took
place in August 2011 with the programme broadcast in January
2012. It appears to have been one of their more successful
endeavours and has generally been well received, although some of
their conclusions have been commented on. Watery Bay Rath was
visited in October with Claudine Gerrard, National Trust
Archaeologist for South Wales. All of the backfilled trenches, except
for the one on the footpath through the northwest bank (see photo
below) were looking good. Here it may be necessary to import some
turf and topsoil to improve the sides.

The National Trust archaeologist was unwilling to commit to the
scramble onto Gateholm to inspect the backfilled trenches.

A field walking exercise is to be undertaken in the first week of April
2012 on the field immediately to the east of Watery Bay Rath. This
is being undertaken jointly with National Trust and PCNPA. The
backfilled trenches will be inspected on the Rath at the same time.
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Watery Bay Rath, modern ntrance through nwest bnk a
consolidated by Time Team. View S, Scale 0.5. 11/10/2011

S

* PC to monitor consolidated footpath though northwest bank of
Watery Bay Rath

e PC to visit Gateholm with National Trust Ranger to look at
backfilled trenches and other erosion issues, especially near
the north eastern end of the island

SAM PE 195 Great Castle Head, Dale
The site was visited in May 2011, as mentioned in previous report
and again in January 2012. The land slip is much as previously
recorded but still on going.

» Recommend monitoring at least every six months.

10
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SAM PE 265 Blackpoint Rath

This site is one of the most seriously eroding and fractured of all of
the coastal promontory forts. The site was approached on
16/01/2012, but not entered due to working alone. Unfortunately
the light conditions were particularly poor. There appeared to be a
buried soil, under what is believed to be the remains of the inner
bank (see photo). The eroding south side of the site was also
photographed. Subsequent enquires were made to see if a Ranger
with climbing experience could assist with access to the site to
ascertain if samples from the buried soil could be taken and to
inspect some of the fissures for any other archaeological features

e« PC to pursue access possibilities with a view to sampling
buried soil for dating and environmental evidence and also
any other recording possible

s PC to photograph site from footpath in better light (not late in
the day or into the sun)

o PC to see if this site could be monitored by Arfordir Volunteer

Buried Soil

16/01/2012
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Blackpoint Rath. View N. 16/01/2012

SAM PE 273 Porth y Rhaw Camp

A small fire was reported to PCNPA Oriel Y Parc on 16/05/2011 and
this was immediately reported to the Fire Brigade. The site was
visited immediately; only a small area c. 2m by 3m had been
affected at this stage. The Fire Brigade arrived and were requested
to dig as shallow as possible. Unfortunately the fire was well down
in the turf and could not be put cut. National Trust were to visit
next day. National Trust reported still burning and called in Fire
Brigade again. Site revisited on 10/06/2011 to record damage. The
burn area was located in the second ditch, 10m to NE of cliff edge,
extended c. 12.5m along and was maximum of 6m wide. Main
disturbance was at the western end and in the south side of the
ditch into the second bank. Where dug ¢.0.3m down by Fire Brigade
only in top of ditch fill and no sign of any bank structure. The
remaining turf was replaced to encourage re-growth.

12
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Porth y Rha: imum rn area beore urf relaced 10/06/201
» Recommend PC to inspect and record re-growth along with
eroding inner bank edge

SAM PE 281 Tower Point Rath

The entrance to this site had become overgrown and subsequently a
footpath was being created over the bank causing minor erosion.
The site was visited on 19/05/2011. Two separate days
(12/10/2011 and 29/02/2011) were spent with the Ranger Haydn
Garlic and 4 PCNPA volunteers to clear the entrance. Furthermore
arrangements are being made by PCNPA to start grazing the site,
particularly as the grass on the interior is becoming long with
tussocks forming. This improvement would enable geophysical
survey to be more readily carried out. More clearance of scrub on
the bank and in the ditches is envisaged.

o PC to visit site in 2012-13 to observe improvements and
investigate the possibility of geophysical survey

13
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rt entnc ere clearance. View W, 19/0/2011

oer Poin Fo

Tower Point Fort after clearing. View NW. 29/02/2012

14
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SAM PE 295 Castell Heinif (Not down as Cadw SAM time)
Following the site meeting the coastal path was re-routed along the
inner ditch in January 2012. The hedge bank at the southern end of
the defences was cut to allow the new path into the inner ditch. At
the northern end there was the base of a former hedge bank which
was very slightly reduced to remove a trip hazard. Postholes were
dug in non-sensitive areas for direction signs at either end of the
diversion. The old path has been left as it was. It is not considered
that there was any disturbance to the Iron Age elements of this site.

e PC: To visit twice in 2012 to monitor new route and erosion

e PG -is a full report necessary?

Castell Heinif cut through edge bnks ouhd ie. o
18/01/2012

15
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Castell He|n| edge hedge bank at north end of mner dltch
Removed as potential trip hazard. View S. 18/01/2012

SAM PE 302 Sister's House

A site visit was finally made on 02/12/2011 after two attempts
aborted due to extremely high winds. There was evidence that the
two leaning trees on the “"Chapel” vault are causing damage to the
structure. A very large tree had recently come down adjacent to the
south side of the house and a significant limb from a tree to the
east. This is likely to exacerbate the movement of the trees on the
ruins of the house.

16
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Slsters House “Chapel” trees causmg damage to vault. View NE.
02/12/2011
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A X O R R T N R B
Sisters House, house ruins with large tree on vault. View E.

02/12/12

Due to continuing issues with the trees on the site and the apparent
perception that little could be done, a site meeting was arranged on
20/01/2012. The conclusion was that the site should be cleared of
some trees and scrub; the ruins are the most important aspect;
vaults will not survive if clearance not done; this would be best for
bats; owners consent necessary before any action; subject to
consent, management plan to be prepared.
o PC to contact landowner concerning possible clearance and
guided walks on site
¢ Subject to landowner meeting with PCNPA, Conservation to
clear trees and vegetation

18
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ns. View NW. 02/12/2011

Sisters House, House rui

SAM PE 312 Glyn Gath Round Barrow

Reported in January 2012 by PCNPA ranger as having been

damaged by a vehicle or vehicles driving over it. Site visit was

arranged combined with other work but ran out of time, and a

second visit was abandoned due to conditions being very mist,
o PC to visit April 2012 and investigate if repairs necessary

SAM PE 321 St Govan’s Chapel and Well
Two stones had been dislodged to the right of the altar in the
chapel: this was reported by the PCNPA Ranger for Castlemartin.
The site was visited on 15/12/2011. The damage was probably
deliberate, but could just have been carelessness.

+ Replace or repair to right side of altar. Not considered urgent

SAM PE 320 Buckspool Down Camp

This site was visited on 15/12/2012 with Anna Sutcliffe of Landmark
Trust for the MoD with a view to putting up a new fence. The new
fence is on the cliff edge and below the monument.

SAM PE 323 Deer Park Promontory Fort

The site was visited on 5/10/2011 after a fire (seen from Solva!).
An area of thorn just inside the rampart to the north of the entrance
had nearly all burnt. A possible wall line was noted (4 stones in a
line), and also a flint flake and a pebble, possibly a small hammer

19
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stone. Some modern rubbish was revealed by the fire and this was
pointed out to the National Trust Archaeologist when visiting a week
later, who was going to arrange to have this cleared.

Deer Park: Possible I in nt area.iéwhNW. Sale rn.
05/10/2011

20
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The consolidation undertaken by the National Trust at the southern
end of the rampart, has not been successful, probably due to
subsequent weather conditions and needs to be done again.
Possibly the best time would be early spring when re-growth is
likely to be more vigorous.

il T

T =

Deer Park: unsuccessful re-turfing of southern end of rampart. View
NW. Scales 1m. 05/10/2011

+ National Trust to re-do and possibly extend consolidation at
south end of site

SAM PE 336 Dale Fort

Several visits were made to this site this year as there were some
problems with lack of completion of vegetation clearance, especially
on the bank and ditch south of the Iron Age entrance. The last visit
was on 20/01/2012 when this had still not been done. However, the
ranger has now undertaken the last of this clearing.

The chicken hut and old compound fencing on the adjacent non-

scheduled part of the site was removed by May 2011, but the area
is still a bit untidy (see photo below).

21
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Dale Fo area adjacent o noh side of SAM. View WNW
06/05/2011

The higher part of the interior within the newly fenced area has
mostly been cleared of blackthorn and the horses now grazing the

site appeared to be keeping the bracken down (see photos below).

)

Dale Fort: Interir from bank, oth of entrance, “compound
clearance spoil tip in foreground” vegetation much reduced by
cutting and grazing. View NE 20/01/2012
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al Fort: Cleaanc n n side of |nterir

._E. ;- R

View E 20/01/2012

 PC and PG: A site meeting should be considered to look at
possible work on the stones around the entrance and further
landscaping of the spoii tip left over from the compound
scrape. Possible topographic survey in the near future which
could also plot the entire new fence posts and the spoil tip left
over from the contractors’ compound clearance.

SAM PE 361 Bedd Morris

In early October, probably during the weekend of 8-9 October the
standing stone was broken off just below ground level. An interview
was done for HTV Wales later that week. There were some delays in
undertaking the work on the site, partly due to gaining permissions
from landowners and other regulatory bodies.

A small excavation was undertaken in early February which
indicated that the bottom of the stone was /n situ complete with
hammer stones in the filled-in pit. Adjacent to the stone was a
pebbled floor. The stone would therefore appear to be Bronze Age
and the major damage was probably done a few years ago when
the stone was hit by a lorry. Both parts of the stone are now on a
nearby farm.

e A report for this excavation is in process

« Kieran Elliot is preparing costs for repair to the stone

23
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» The PCNPA preference is to have the stone replaced in the

same location as soon as possible
o PC to take Kieran Elliot to inspect stone to finalise costs
e Soil samples to be analysed
» Charcoal sample to be radiocarbon dated

[
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Bedd Morris, base of stone, hammer stone and concrete repair.
View E. Scale 0.5m 08/02/2012
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SAM PE 398 East Blockhouse (Henry VIII's)

Parts of the remains of Henry VIII's East Blockhouse at West Angle
were investigated in July 2011. Staff from Dyfed Archaeological
Trust and a total of ten volunteers took part. Most of the volunteers
were local and associated with the Arfordir Project.

The remains of this site are on a cliff edge which suffered a large
land slip in the winter of 2010-11; when a further slip occurs it wil}
probably render this site unsafe for further excavation, hence the
necessity for this rescue dig. The work confirms the historical
records that the building was never finished and furthermore that it
was substantially cleared out during World War II, when it became a
defended lookout. The scant remains of another building, recorded
in the 1990s as already lost, were identified, but as they were right
on the cliff edge it was considered too dangerous to investigate
further. One WW2 gun pit was excavated together with a platform
just inland that turned out to be natural. A geocache is in use within
a probable putlog hole, and was the reason for three visiting groups
to the site: its location is not envisaged as a problem; a short report
is in progress and will be accessible via the DAT web site.

e It is recommended that this site is monitored at least once a
year, preferably in the spring as landslips are more likely over
the winter. Of particular importance are the scant remains of
the second building, more of which may be revealed as the
cliff edge erodes.

East Blockhouse Angle during excavation. WWII gun pit in front of
the building being investigated.

25
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SAM PE 404 The Old Castle, Newport

On 15/04/2011 a display panel was placed c. 11.25 to ¢.12.00m
east of the end of the tennis court and 0.4 to 1m south of the edge
of the path. The base was dug to 0.6m below the surface all into a
twentieth century rubbish dump.

There was undergrowth over the east side of the ring work. There
did not appear to be any recent badger activity, but there was some
Japanese Knotweed to the north of the scrub on the bank

s PG: - Is a separate report required on the panel base hole?
e PC monitor scrub and burrows annually

Old Castle, Newport, scrub on east side of ringwork. View NW
15/04/2011

SAM PE 410 Solva Promontory Fort Gribin
The National Trust have continued to clear the site and treat the
stumps. The appearance of the site continues to improve. PCNPA
hope to cut the brush on the interior of the fort and the site will be
surveyed if Louise Barker from RCAHMW has time after undertaking
the ridge fort work. PCNPA may also undertake a geophysical
survey of the interior. The vegetation in the rock cut ditch could be
cleared as could some blackthorn towards the south eastern end.

e PC and RCAHMW Detailed topographic survey

¢ PC geophysical survey of interior?

26
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SAM PE 429 Cottage, Mill and Lime Kiln at Caerbwdy

PC met with CCW officer to enquire about the Tir Gofal agreement
with the landowner of Caerbwdy Mill. A site visit was made on
19/09/2011; no clearance of the site had been undertaken. Much of
the machinery is stili within the building. At short notice a Ranger
and volunteers became available to start clearing on the site.
However, the Ranger met the “owner” and evidently there is some
dispute about ownership of the site and also the intentions of the
current occupier may not be in keeping with PCNPA planning.
Therefore after a brief discussion between the Ranger and PC it was
decided that PCNPA should not be involved at this stage with any
work on the site.

e PC to visit the site late in 2012 to see if any work has been
done to the site as part of the Tir Gofal agreement.

Caerbwdy M|II overgrown VlewW 19/09/2011

27
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SAM PE 436 Limekilns at Kiln Park

Site meeting took place on 15/05/2011 arranged by Louise Mees.
The impression was positive but will have to wait see if anything
takes place.

e PC: To look at history of limekilns in general within the
Pembrokeshire Coast National Park, with a view to help with
any information required regarding history of the site and
putting it in context

e PC: To establish if building recording prior to consolidation is
within his remit

e« PC: To establish if PCNP staff and / or volunteers are available
to assist with vegetation clearance

SAM PE 464 Bedd Arthur

After visit on 15/09/2011: Reported graffiti on the stone re-erected
previously, to Cadw, local Police and Chief Inspector Mark Harrison
(English Heritage Policing Advisor, who was most helpful). Local
PCNPA Ranger Richard Vaughan made a number of inquiries to trace
possible suspects but no results to date. After consultation it was
decided at this stage not to treat the graffiti in any way, but let
nature take its course. However, it is considered that if this graffiti
remains obvious it may well encourage further vandalism to the

28
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site. Sheep scrapes are re-appearing on the same locations as
before.

e PC to visit early in spring 2012 and after the summer 2012

LS

Bedd Arthur Graffiti on stone 15/09/2011

SAM PE 483 First World War Practice Trenches, Penally
Range Trenches
A site visit was made with Anna Sutcliffe of Landmark Trust for the
MoD to look at grazing issues, notably sheep scrapes, plus some
rabbit activity on 14/04/2011. The scrapes are not too bad at the
moment and no action or infilling is necessary at the moment.
+ Recommend detailed plot and photo of scrapes and holes then
monitor at yearly intervals
+ Possibly very small notices about WWI trenches could be
placed on nearby Coastal Footpath gates

29



Cadw SAM projects PCNPA area 2011-2

i

b =
Penally WWI

re, sheep crape 14/04/2011
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Penally WWI trences, she scrap 14/04/21
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Frainslake Sands
Peat exposure has been monitored by both the PCNPA Rangers and
Archaeologist during visits and tours. This year sand has mostly
covered the peat deposits.

¢« PC Monitor annually

Trefrane CIliff Colliery PRN 7266
It is believed that the sale of this site has just gone through. The
new owner is thought to be Bruce Sanderson of Newgale Surf Shop.
PCNPA ranger Phil Lees has informed me that he would like a
meeting to discuss consolidation and other issues (sounds positive).
« PC to investigate the intentions of the new owners with a view
to establishing a working relationship regarding this site.

Solva Ridge Fort
The National Trust with a little assistance from PCNPA Ranger and
Portfield School pupils and PC have nearly cleared the site. The
number of hut platforms visible has increased from about 8 to 15.
After consideration it was decided that this site was more suitable
for a professional EDM/GPS survey rather than using Arfordir
volunteers due to the site’s complexity and steep nature of the site:
Louise Barker from RCAHMW and PC are due to undertake a
topographic survey of the site at the end of April 2012.

¢ Recommend scheduling site when the site plan has been

produced

. Ly E et S AL .
Solva Ridge Fort: vegetation being cleared with National Trust and
PCNPA plus Portfield School pupils. One of the hut platforms in

foreground. 26/01/2012
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