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APPENDIX I: THE DIG DIARY 

 

This diary was written during the 3 week excavation and was hosted on Dyfed 

Archaeological Trust’s website. 
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Neuadd, Llanon, Ceredigion – 1st -19th July 2013 

 

In the village of Llanon on the coast of Ceredigion there are ruins known as 

Neuadd (the hall), which is thought to be of Tudor date (16th century). Its origins 

are uncertain, although at one point it was thought to be the chapel of St Non, it 

seems that it was later divided into two cottages, one occupied by the chaplain 

and the other used by him to store his documents. The site is in the care of 

Ceredigion Museum, along with the Museum Cottage which stands beside it.  An 

archaeological excavation is underway with the local community, volunteers and 

the Dyfed Archaeological Trust to try to find out more!   

 

Ym mhentref Llanon ar arfordir Ceredigion saif adfeilion a adwaenir fel y Neuadd, 

y credir eu bod yn dyddio o gyfnod y Tuduriaid (16 ganrif). Nid yw dechreuadau’r 

Neuadd yn eglur, er y credir bod Capel i Santes Non ar y safle ar un adeg.  Mae’n 

ymddangos ei fod wedi ei rannu’n ddau fwthyn yn ddiweddarach – un yn gartref 

i’r caplan a’r llall yn cael ei ddefnyddio ganddo i gadw ei ddogfennau.  Mae’r safle 

dan ofal Amgueddfa Ceredigion, ynghyd â Bwthyn yr Amgueddfa, sy’n sefyll wrth 

ei ochr.  Gyda chymorth y gymuned leol, gwirfoddolwyr ac Ymddiriedolaeth 

Archaeolegol Dyfed, mae gwaith cloddio archaeolegol wedi dechrau i geisio cael 

rhagor o wybodaeth!   

 

Day 1 

Our first day, a beautiful sunny day, on the excavation of the Neuadd was spent 

removing the last of the rubble debris which overlies the site.  We nearly finished 

the eastern room but still have some way to go in the rest to the west.  

We found some interesting metal objects including a large old key and a billhook 

type blade. We also found lots of drain pipe, glass, pottery and assorted 

oddments which are difficult to identify. 

Buom yn treulio ein diwrnod cyntaf yn cloddio ar safle’r Neuadd – diwrnod heulog, 

braf – yn clirio’r tameidiau olaf o rwbel sydd ar y safle.  Fe wnaethom orffen yr 

ystafell ddwyreiniol fwy neu lai, ond mae tipyn o waith angen ei wneud eto i 

gyfeiriad y gorllewin.  

Daethom o hyd i wrthrychau metel diddorol, gan gynnwys hen allwedd fawr a 

llafn bilwg. Daethom o hyd i lawer o bibellau draenio, gwydr, crochenwaith a 

manion eraill y mae’n anodd dweud beth oedden nhw. 
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Day 2 

 

Our second day on site and thankfully the heavy rain we were promised does not 

arrive until the evening. We continue to clear the rubble and weeds from the 

Neuadd but our work pays off and by the end of the day it is looking like a proper 

archaeological site. Some unusual finds have been discovered within the rubble 

including broken pots, glass bottles, miscellaneous wrought iron objects including 

a large key and an animal horn, which we think is from a cow.  

Ein hail ddiwrnod ar y safle, a diolch i’r drefn, ni ddaeth y glaw trwm a ragwelwyd 

tan gyda’r nos.  Fe wnaethom barhau i glirio’r rwbel a’r chwyn o’r Neuadd, ond 

roedd y gwaith yn fuddiol, ac erbyn diwedd y dydd roedd yn edrych fel safle 
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archaeolegol go iawn. Mae rhywfaint o bethau annisgwyl wedi cael eu darganfod 

yn y rwbel, gan gynnwys potiau wedi torri, poteli gwydr, darnau amrywiol o 

haearn gyr, gan gynnwys allwedd fawr a chorn anifeiliaid, yr ydym yn meddwl 

iddo gael ei ddefnyddio ar fuwch. 
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Day 4  

Alan Jones and his assistant Dafydd have been working on the consolidation of 

the ruins for 2 months now but today we said goodbye to them as they head off 

to Scotland for the next few weeks. Before they left Dafydd kindly took some 

photos of the site from the roof of the nearby cottage they have been also been 

repairing. 

Dros y ddau fis diwethaf mae Alan Jones a’i chynorthwywr Dafydd, wedi bod yn 

gwarchod olion y Neuadd. Ond heddiw rydym yn dweud ffarwel iddynt, gan ei fod 

nhw’n mynd lan i’r Alban am yr wythnosau nesaf. Cyn iddynt gadael, wnaeth 

Dafydd cymryd y lluniau yma yn edrych lawr ar y safle, o tô’r Bwthyn drws nesaf 

wrth iddynt trwsio hwnna hefyd. 

 

We have discovered many strange wrought iron items whilst cleaning up including 

this circular iron object. We have not lifted it yet and have no idea what it might 

be. Any ideas?  

Rydym wedi darganfod eitemau haearn, rhyfedd wrth glanhau’r loriau, yn 

enwedig yr un crwn yma yn y llun. Dydym ddim wedi codi e eto a does dim 

syniad gennym beth yw e. Syniadau ar cerdyn post ogyd 
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Day 5 

This is the small 19th century cottage that is positioned close to the Neuadd.  It is 

owned by Ceredigion Museum and is looked after by Llansantffraed History 

Society.  

With the hot weather the site has been baked hard and we have been having 

lunch in the shade to cool down. 

Dyma’r bwythyn bach 19eg ganrif sydd yn cyfaogs i’r Neuadd. Amgueddfa 

Ceredigion sydd yn eu berchen ac mae’n cael ei rhedeg gan Cymdeithas Hanes 

Llansantffraed. 

Gyda’r tywydd poeth a heulog mae’r safle wedi caledu ac mae pawb wedi cymryd 

cinio yng ngysgod y coed. 
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Day 6 & 7 

 

During the excavation Llansantffraed History Society are opening the nearby 

cottage on Saturday afternoons for the public to come and look inside. Members 

of the society include Irene and Brenda (above) who are experts on the history of 

the Neuadd and Llanon.  

Tra bod y cloddiadau yn barhau mae Cymdeithas Hanes Llansantffraed yn agor y 

bwthyn drws nesaf bôb brynhawn dydd Sadwrn i’r cyhoedd I ymweld arno. Mae 

aelodion y cymdeithas Irene â Brenda (uchod) yn tipyn o arbenigwyr ar hanes y 

Neuadd a Llanon. 
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Irene, pictured here ,has been working on the excavations since the beginning of 

the project and her familiarity with the history of Neuadd  has proved invaluable, 

especially when visitors ask us difficult questions. 

Mae Irene (uchod) wedi gweithio ar yr holl archaeolegwaith ers dechrau’r 

prosiect, ac mae’u cyfarwyddwch hi gyda hanes y Neuadd wedi brofi’n 

amrhisiadwy, yn enwedig pan fod gan ymwelwyr cwestiynnau caled! 

 

Whilst some volunteers are working with us for the duration, others like Nigel and 

Helen are working over the weekend on their days off from work. Everyone’s 

contribution is greatly appreciated no matter how long or short it is. 

Mae’r gwirfodelwyr yn rhoi mor gymaint o amser â gallent. I rhai mae’n meddwl 

yr holl amser, ond mae rhai erailll dim ond yn gallu dod dros y penwythnos neu 

neu drwy defnyddio gwyliau o gwaith, fel Nigel a Helen yma (uchod). Mae pob 

awr o gwirfoddelu mae pawb yn rhoi yn gwerthfawr i’r prosiect. 

Day 9 

Domestic artefacts abound on the site and include fragments of teapots, cups, 

bowls, white ceramic marmalade jars, as well as keys, locks, pulleys, metal rings, 

butchered bones and glass bottles. 

Hubert and Linda discover that the round metal object we reported on in Day 4 is 

an extremely heavy iron lid with handle. It was found near a possible fireplace in 

the east wall of the Neuadd. Was it from a huge cooking pot once used in the 

house? 

Mae arteffactiau cartrefol yn troi lan gyda pôb fflic o’r trywel yn y cloddiadau, 

gyda darnau o dêbotiau, cwpanau, fowliau, serameg gwyn i ddal marmalade, cyn 

i ni sôn am yr allweddi, cloydd, pwliau, modrwyau fetal, esgyrn a foteli gwydr. 
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Wnaeth Hubert a Linda darganfod fod yr eitem haeran, crwn roeddwn yn pyslo 

amdano ar dydd 4, yn amlwg yn caead trwm gyda dolen arno. Roedd wedi claddu 

yn agos at nodwedd bosib aelwyd yn y wal dwyreiniol y Neuadd. Tybed a oedd yn 

arfer gorwedd dros crochan a’i ddefnyddiwyd yn y Neuadd? 

 

On the other side of the wall from where the iron lid was found Erin has been 

excavating a trench and has found the remains of what appears to be an old 

kitchen range in amongst stone rubble. What ever next! 

Ar ochr arall yr un wal, mae Erin wedi 

bod yn cloddio ac wedi darganfod hen 

tân a ffwrn haearn yn gymysg a’r cerrig-

cwymp. Beth gewn ni nesaf tybed? 
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Day 10 

With Llanon Primary school children visiting, the site was buzzing with activity! 

Gyda phlant Ysgol Gynradd Llanon ar ymweliad, roedd y safle’n llawn cynnwrf! 

 

 

 

 

Felicity has help in trying to find the pieces of a broken pot! 
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Felicity yn cael cymorth i geisio canfod darnau potyn wedi torri! 

 

The children experience some of the excitement of discovering artefacts and 

trying to identify them. 

Y plant yn cael profiad o rywfaint o gyffro darganfod arteffactau a cheisio gweld 

beth ydyn nhw. 

 

 

Christine and Luke methodically measure and draw the elevation whilst the 

children look to see what features have been uncovered. 

Christine a Luke yn mynd ati’n drefnus i fesur a thynnu llun y wal tra bod y plant 

yn edrych ar yr hyn a ddadorchuddiwyd. 
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Day 12 

 
Ed explaining the history of the Neuadd  to the older children from Llanon Primary 

School who visited the site today. 

Dyma lun o rhai o blant hŷn Ysgol Gynradd Llanon yn cael taith tywys o’r safle 

gan Ed y bore ‘ma. 

 

 

Flic uncovers the internal fireplace in the east wall of the Neuadd whilst ……. 
Mae Flic yn cloddio mas y man-tân yn wal dwyreinol y Neuadd, wrth i… 
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on the other side of the wall from Flic, Erin exposes the wall of a former cottage we believe 
adjoined the Neuadd. 
Erin archwilio beth sydd ar ochr arall y wal, sef hen bwthyn ag oedd gynt yn pwyso yn erbyn y 
Neuadd. 
 

 
 

 

Day 15 

 

The beginning of the last week on site and the excavation is a hive of activity. At 

the eastern end of the Neuadd George and Linda are drawing the south facing 
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wall in detail, Rhod and Catriona are drawing the exterior east facing wall, whilst 

Tom and Luke are quickly working to reveal the lime mortar that has fallen from 

the inside of the walls onto a floor surface, before Hubert reaches them and 

records it in plan. 

Wrth i’r wythnos olaf o cloddio dechrau, mae’r cloddiadau yn brysuro. Yn y stafell 

dwyreinol mae George a Linda yn arlunio’r wyneb mewnol y wal Ogleddol, mae 

Rhod a Catriona yn darlunio wyneb allanol y wal dwyreinol, ac mae Tom a Luke 

yn y gweithio’n gyflym I arddangos y mortar calch sydd wedi disgyn o’r walydd 

lawr i’r loriau, cyn i Hubert darlunio mewn plan yr adran yna. 

 

At the western end of the Neuadd building Fran, Erin and Neil  clean the most 

recent floor  level. The dark hole, seen between Fran and Erin, is where a small 

tree once stood. 

Yn yr ochr gorllewinol mae Fran, Erin a Neil yn glanhau’r llawr diweddaraf. Mae’r 

twll tywyll allwch weld rhwng Fran ac Erin yn dangos ble wnaeth coeden sefyll ar 

un pryd. 
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Day 16  & 17 

Over next few days we plan to excavate trenches across the two rooms of the 

Neuadd to look at the soils below the floor surfaces. Hubert and Neil valiantly 

battle with the string whilst laying out trenches across the rooms but the string is 

escaping! 

Dros y diwrnodau nesaf, byddwn yn cloddio ffosydd ar draws y ddau ‘stafell, yn y 

Neuadd i ymchwilio beth sydd o dan y loriau. Dyma Hubert a Neil yn ceisio marcio 

mas y ffosydd gyda llinyn, ond mae’r pêl wedi ffrwydro tamed! 

 

In the eastern room Tom and Luke start excavating a  trench running parallel to 

the long walls. 

Yn y stafell dwyreinol mae Tom a Luke yn dechrau clodio un ffos sy’n rhedeg yn 

cyfochrol â’r walydd hir. 
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But soon Luke has to resort 

to using a pick as the ground 

is baked hard. 

Ond mae’r ddaear yn caledu 

yn yr haul cryf fellu by rhaid I 

Luke defnyddio’r caib. 
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Erin’s look says it all – what does it all mean? 

Mae argoeliad Erin yn arddangos meddyliau pawb – beth sy’n digwydd yma te? 

 

Day 20 – Last Day! Dydd olaf! 

Our final day on site so there was plenty to do, no more digging, but lots of 

recording and drawing walls and timesheets to fill out.  The intense heatwave this 

week meant that the ice-cream supplies at the village shop were a bit depleted, 

but we’re hoping they’ve restocked for the Open Day on the 27th July!   Fran and 

Hubert and the rest of the DAT team would like to thank all the volunteers who 

have worked so hard in extreme heat and difficult conditions, plus the neighbours 

and residents who have offered support in many and varied ways. 

Gyda’r diwedd dim ond oriau i ffwrdd, nad oedd amser i cloddio rhagor, ond roedd 

gennym digon o gwaith cofnodi a darlunio i wneud, ac wrth gwrs, yr amserlen i 

llanw i fewn. Gyda’r tywydd poeth yr wythnos yma, i ni wedi rhoi llawer o bwysau 

ar stociau’r hufen iâ yn siop y pentre, ond mae’n gobeithiol bydd fwy ganddyn 

nhw erbyn y diwrnod agored ar y 27fed Gorffenaf! Hoffai Fran, Hubert a gweddill y 

tîm o’r Ymddiriedolaeth dweud diolch I’r holl gwirfoddelwyr sydd wedi gweithio’n 

galed trwy gydol yr amodau anodd o phoeth, ac hefyd i’r cymdogion a phawb 

arall yn y fro, sydd wedi gorchymun ei chefnogaeth a gymorth i’r brosiect yn ddull 

ei hunen.  
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Neil and Luke get the planning frame into position. 

Neil a Luke yn gosod y ffrâm gynllunio. 

 

 

Fran sorts out the paperwork 

before George and Linda say 

goodbye 

Fran yn trefnu papurau’r 

brosiect cyn I George a Linda 

dweud ffarwêl 
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Fran and Hubert at the end of the excavation, tired but happy! 

Fran a Hubert ar diwedd y cloddiadau, yn blinedig ond yn hapus! 
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CONTEXT DESCRIPTIONS 

 

West Room 

Context 
Number 

Description Finds Depth 

1000 Rubble layer 

The majority of this layer was removed 
by machine. Remaining remnant 
removed by hand.  

A very mixed layer of medium brown 
loose silty clay loam that contains many 
large stones/boulders from the 

collapsed walls 

Large quantity of modern & post 
medieval pottery sherds, but also 

modern glass, plastic, fragments of 
metal objects, modern food wrappers. 
The firmness of the deposit varies 
considerably across the area, as does 

its depth which may be a result of 
machining to this level. 

Pottery sherds, bone, 

glass fragments, 
limpet & winkle shells 

 

1001 A yellowish brown clay lying below the 
tumbled stone/rubbish etc. varies in 
depth across are of room. Contains 
large stones from former walls of 

building & substantial amounts of post 
medieval pottery 

Pottery sherds, 
metalwork, glass 
fragments, bone 
showing butchery 

marks, clay pipe, 
coal, mother of pearl 
button 

 

1002 Dark brown friable silt layer containing 
20% small pottery fragments. Varies in 

depth across site 

 This layer extends across former floor 
surface [1003] (see plan) but fades 
away as re-deposited clay [1004] 
becomes more prominent towards west 
side of internal wall. 

Pottery sherds, bone 
showing butchery 

marks, glass 

fragments, 
metalwork, coal, 
metal button, wooden 
button, limpet & 
winkle shells 

0.01-0.04m 
in depth 

1003 Very compact floor surface comprising 
light brown clay with 50% small pebbles 
& crushed pottery fragments. 

In section it was noticeable how 
inconsistent the depth of this layer was. 
As though the ground was not level 

when the floor was laid and depressions 
filled with this material to level it 

 Not 
excavated 

1004 Medium yellow/brown clay  Not 
excavated 

1005 Very compact floor surface seen in the 

far north end of the east facing section 
of the trench excavated across the west 
room. This layer was seen in section but 
it was not a continuous layer and only 
seen at north end. 

One piece of pottery Not 

excavated 

1006 A very clean and compacted 
grey/brown silty clay layer. It was very 
similar to the natural boulder clay 
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[1008] 

1007 Stone wall  Not 

excavated 

1008 Natural boulder clay below stone 
layer/deposit. 

Hard to tell where [1006] ended and 
[1009] began 

 Not 
excavated 

1009 Spread of large and medium flat stones. Some charcoal and 
one good flint flake 

Not 
excavated 

 

East Room 

Context 
Number 

Description Finds Depth 

2000 Rubble layer 

The majority of this layer was removed 
by machine. Remaining remnant 
removed by hand. In places machine 
had cut through into [2001]  

A very mixed layer of yellowish brown 
loose sandy clay that contains many 
large stones/boulders from the 

collapsed walls. Good quantity of 
modern & post medieval pottery 
sherds, but also modern glass, animal 
horn, plastic, modern food wrappers. 
Of note are a high number of wrought 
iron objects within the deposit  

Excavated over several days. At times 

difficult to define edge between this 
layer and [2001] below.  

Pottery sherds, 

various wrought iron 
objects, glass 
fragments 

 

2001 Yellowish brown clay containing 
crushed lime mortar, charcoal, post 
medieval pottery and a highly visible 

quantity of wrought iron objects not 
seen elsewhere across site – including 
large pot lid in front of eastern wall 
fireplace 

Boundaries of layer appear to define a 
visible rectangular area, covering the 
eastern half of the room – indicating a 

possible partition between this and 
area around stone block [2006].  

On removal of [2001] cleaner clay 
layer [2009] revealed in the same 
rectangular area. 

Pottery sherds (many 
marmalade jars), 
numerous various 

wrought iron objects 
including a large 
circular cooking pot 
lid, key, door latch, 
circular rings, stirrup, 
glass fragments, bone 
showing butchery 

marks, oyster shell, 
bone knife handle 

 

2002 

EAST 
WALL 
TRENCH 

Below turf - loose friable dark brown 
silt containing large % of stone, 
modern rubbish. Seals rubble tumble 
[2008] and floor surface [2004] 

Pottery sherds, bone, 
modern metal 
fragments, metal 
button 

 

2003 

EAST 

WALL 
TRENCH 

Discrete deposit of stone tumble – 
revealed in trench opened parallel to 

outer eastern wall. On other side of 
wall directly opposite interior fireplace. 

Wrought iron objects 
including a small 

saucepan and parts of 
an old kitchen range. 
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Faced stone (assumed to be from 
Neuadd walls), wrought iron objects 

including a small saucepan and parts of 

an old kitchen range.  

Upon removal of this layer the 
foundations of a wall (clay bond) 
[2005] leaving the wall at right angles 
was revealed. 

A few pieces of post-
medieval pottery 

2004 

EAST 
WALL 
TRENCH 

Medium brown compacted layer of 
sandy clay with high % of small 
stones. Possible floor surface bounded 
on north side by wall [2005]. Not able 
to extend trench far enough to south to 
reveal potential southern wall. 

 Not 
excavated 

2005 

EAST 
WALL 

TRENCH 

Wall foundations? 

Small stones within a clay bond 
forming the base of a wall that butts 

the eastern wall of the Neuadd. It runs 
in an easterly direction. 

A possible foundation cut can be seen 
running parallel on the south side but 

to the north a stone filled void was 
discovered.  

 Not 
excavated 

2006 Loose dark grey/brown silt – ash like 
material - containing lime mortar, coal, 
pottery, glass, wrought iron objects. 

 

Overlies stone flags [2007] and 
appeared to run around the outer 
extent of the flags. 

 

Pottery sherds, 
numerous various 
wrought iron objects, 

fragments of a glassy 
slag like material, 
glass fragments, bone 
showing butchery 
marks 

Exact join of some 

sherds of one pottery 

vessel with those from 
[2013] 

Not 
completely 
excavated 

2007 Area of fairly level stone flags to south 
of blocked fireplace. Underneath and 
associated with large balanced block of 

stone [2008]. 

 Not 
excavated 

2008 Large stone block positioned to east of 
internal partition wall to south of 
blocked fireplace. Levelled on a series 
of carefully positioned small stones 
below it. 

 Left in-situ 

2009 Very compact and clean yellowish 
brown clay layer lying below [2009]. 

Clay is very similar to [2001] but apart 

from a small amount of bone, it is very 
clean.  

 

Some pottery sherds Not 
excavated 

2010 After removal of [2001] flat area of 
stones including a hearthstone 
revealed within area of east wall 
fireplace. 

 Left in-situ 

2011 Compacted crushed lime mortar Pottery sherds, small Not 
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deposit found to west of and butting 
hearthstone of east wall fireplace.  

Possible patching up of floor. 

lumps of some type of 
slag & heavily 

corroded metal 

fragments, coal 

excavated 

2012 Lime mortar deposit found in southeast 
corner and along southern wall. Same 
as [2016]. 

Would appear to have fallen from walls 

where there are traces of it in situ. 

 Not 
excavated 

2013 Natural gravel  Not 
excavated 

2014 Dark brown ashy silt that lies below 
flags [2007] – just caught in section. 

Two pieces of the 
same pottery type 

vessel. 

Not 
excavated 

2015 NOT USED   

2016 Lime mortar deposit found in northeast 
corner of east room. Same as [2012]. 

 Not 
excavated 
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The Pottery from Neuadd, Llanon 

By Dee Williams 

This report and the accompanying table are a summary of the findings. Additional 

information is available as an archive report. 

The Neuadd assemblage comprises 1985 sherds of pottery (weighing 27.753kg) 

recovered from within the building and from a small trench excavated on the 

outside of the east wall. The bulk of the sherds are 19th century in date. The 

majority were collected during the clearance of rubble and vegetation from within 

the house (west room context [1000] and east room context [2000]) and clearly 

represent the latest occupation at Neuadd. 

Attention was paid to any variations between the pottery from both rooms, which 

might suggest differences in the way the two rooms were used. It can be seen 

from the table, however, that there is little variation. Indeed, sherds from a 

number of individual vessels were found in both rooms, and frequently show 

matching joins.  

 

Earlier ceramics 

Evidence for earlier occupation is represented by just 39 sherds, recovered from 

contexts excavated during clearance and from underlying deposits (see table). 

These are mostly green and brown glazed sherds, from jugs, jar and bowls, of 

17th -18th century date, although some of them may be a little earlier. They are 

mainly from pots made in west Wales, in fabrics known overall as Dyfed gravel-

tempered ware, for which a number of variants exist, all using similar clays 

(O’Mahoney 1985a, 20-24). Dyfed gravel-tempered wares have a date of origin at 

some time during the 12th century and a terminal date in the 16th or 17th century 

(Papazian and Campbell 1992, 56-59). Known production sites to date are a 

probable medieval kiln at Newcastle Emlyn, Carmarthenshire (Early and Morgan 

2004, 97-100) and a post-medieval kiln at Newport, Pembrokeshire (Talbot 

1968).  

A single unprovenanced sherd in a distinctive fabric was found during clearance 

within the west room (context [1000]). It has a well-applied internal dark green 

glaze, speckled orange as a result of its iron content. This is probably an English 

import, of similar date to the local wares, and represents the only non-local 

vessel within the earlier material from the site.   

Also present are sherds from late 17th to mid 18th century vessels, made either in 

Bristol or Staffordshire, represented by a brown iron-glazed tankard ([2000]) and 

two press-moulded dishes with slip-combed decoration ([1001] and [2006]). A 

similar slip-decorated dish (from [1003]) in a visually different fabric is probably a 

later 18th or 19th century Welsh product. 
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Later coarsewares 

The assemblage largely comprises everyday wares in use during the 19th and 

early 20th century. The accompanying table shows a range of fabrics, which 

represent the large variety of vessels that were available to most households at 

this period, and illustrates differences in their function.  

The 19th-early 20th century coarsewares recovered from the site comprise black-

glazed earthenware pots and a few examples of similar brown- or cream-glazed 

vessels. These are all types that one would expect to find in the kitchen and 

dairy, both for food preparation (pickling, salting, preserving,) and storage. 

Surviving body profiles indicate that the black-glazed jars are either bucket- or 

barrel-shaped. Variations in overall size, and in the size and shape of rims, are 

evident. The largest of these jars (two sherds from [1000] and [1001], which 

probably represent the same vessel), has a projecting ledge-shaped rim, above 

an external cordon that incorporates two lateral (oval-shaped) handles. Smaller 

jars, and a couple of large bowls or basins, are also present. These types of 

vessel were produced at many of the smaller potteries and brickyards. One 

possible source for the black-glazed wares is the Buckley pottery in North Wales 

whose products were dispatched by small ships to many of the Welsh ports 

including Aberystwyth and Cardigan during this period (see Messham 1956, 31-

88). Further research would however be required to confirm their place of 

manufacture.  

The stoneware vessels from Neuadd are mostly late 19th-early 20th century in 

date. These robust containers were undoubtedly re-used time and time again for 

all manner of purposes. The assemblage includes several jars, for preserves, and 

a small number of household bottles for inks and beverages. Parts of two 

preserve jars from clearance context [1000], are impressed on the base ‘NOT 

GENUINE UNLESS BEARING WMP HARTLEY’S LABEL/F.M.F’ An identical jar in the 

Museum of London has a production date 1891-1920 

(www.museumoflondon.org.uk/ceramics Accession  Number  53.120/2.). At least 

one inkwell and one blacking-pot were also recovered, the latter – which is near-

complete – from clearance within the west room. Similar examples catalogued at 

the Museum of London are given an 1830s-1900 date range (ibid, Accession 

Numbers 6495 and 22688).  

Only one stoneware vessel shows a maker’s mark, a small bottle from [1001] 

with part of a ‘Daulton, London’ factory-mark impressed above the base. The 

Daulton & Co. Ltd. factory was centred in Lambeth. A similar example from the 

Museum of London has a date of 1858-1910 (ibid, Accession Number 77.50/243).  

All other 19th and early 20th century stoneware vessels found at Neuadd are well-

known types manufactured at many potteries. 

The very latest stonewares are represented by two mid-late 20th century Studio 

or art pottery vessels present in context [2000]. These bear painted decoration in 

muted colours. 

 

 

http://www.museumoflondon.org.uk/ceramics
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Developed whitewares  

The assemblage is dominated by mass-produced developed whitewares, which is 

to be expected for the period. The majority are in white earthenware, but bone 

china is also present. Vessels comprise an assortment of table wares (dinner and 

tea services) and everyday utility wares, all of them typical of the 19th to early 

20th centuries. In the absence of maker’s marks it has not been possible to 

determine exact places of manufacture. The main suppliers at this period were 

the long-established Staffordshire potteries, but some of the wares may have 

been produced by more local potteries. 

Both plain and decorated whitewares were recovered. The decorated vessels 

display the variety of patterns which were readily available and popular at the 

time. Transfer-printed, painted, sponged, sprigged (slip-moulded decoration 

applied to surface), and relief-moulded designs are all present (see archive report 

for details). 

Blue under-glaze transfer-prints however outnumber all other forms of 

decoration. None of the pieces have a printed pattern name, but a few of the 

well-known designs are identifiable, of which ‘Asiatic Pheasants’, a very popular 

pattern in the second half of the 19th century (Coysh and Henrywood 1982, 11), 

occurs most frequently. At least forty-six English firms are known to have used 

the pattern before 1880 (ibid, Vol. I 1982, 28-9 and Vol. II 1989, 20). Other 

recognisable designs include the Chinese-inspired ‘Two Temples’ pattern and 

‘Willow Pattern’. A less well-known, but popular pattern is represented by the 

abstract design known as ‘Fibre’ (or ‘Sea Leaf’), described as a ‘simple pattern of 

fern or seaweed-like sprays’ (Coysh and Henrywood 1989, 83). It has also been 

recorded in a 19th century group of pottery from Spilman Street, Carmarthen 

(Brennan et al., 1996, 44, pl.8, no.32), and at Wern Fawr, a deserted farmhouse 

near Llandeilo, Carmarthenshire (Williams 2011). 

Coloured transfer-prints are also present in the assemblage, in single colours 

(pink, purple, brown, green and orange) and polychrome colours. Floral, foliate 

and Chinese-inspired designs are all present. Sherds from two children’s plates 

depict named scenes from stories or nursery rhymes. One, from context [1001], 

has a pink-coloured print showing an elephant. The other sherds, from the west 

room contexts [1001] and [1002] and the east room context [2000], have a 

polychrome pattern showing horses, with the words ‘PRETTY P[ONY or ponies]’ 

printed beneath. Unfortunately not enough survives of either plate to determine 

their pattern name.  

Part of an ornamental bone china vase, bought or presented as a souvenir, was 

found in context [2006] and joins sherds from context [2013]. The vase shows 

two women in traditional Welsh dress with the words ‘Welsh Costume’ beneath. A 

small china jug, recently seen in a private collection, depicts a very similar scene 

and caption. This privately owned jug was made in Germany in the early 20th 

century.  

There are a few vessels with painted decoration including some that are now 

worn or faded.  An assortment of designs is represented, in single and 

polychrome colours. Simple floral designs are the most frequent pattern. In many 
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cases decoration is limited to a single painted band around the edge of a plate. 

Typical examples have deep pink linear bands painted under-glaze, sometimes 

with additional gilded bands added during the second firing.  

A number of dinner plates, with regular scalloped edges, show a moulded grass 

design. This was a very popular design between the 1820s and the 1890s 

(Goodwin and Barker 2009, 49). Of the ten sherds recovered, one is painted 

green while the rest have the more commonly-seen blue moulded edge. 

Sponged decoration applied under-glaze can be seen on a number of sherds. 

Some have an all-over marbled pattern in blue; while others are more colourful 

pieces decorated with simple repeat motifs (flowers and foliage) sponged in pink, 

brown, mauve, blue and green. Vessels with this type of decoration are frequently 

found in archaeological assemblages across west Wales. At Neuadd the majority 

of sherds are from bowls of the type used to serve cawl, the Welsh broth. Sherds 

from beakers and a jug were also present at Neuadd. A possible source for these 

wares was the Llanelli Pottery, sponged ware having been one of the main lines 

produced in its latest phase, between 1877 and 1922 (Hughes and Pugh 1990, 

67).  

Tea wares, with sprigged decoration, were also found at Neuadd. A sprig is a 

decorative motif made from clay which is then applied to the external body of the 

vessel. The few sherds recovered, from cups and saucers, are sparsely decorated 

with small lavender-coloured floral sprigs, a motif known as the ‘Chelsea sprig’ 

(Goodwin and Barker 2009, 38-39, Fig.102). Fragments from a tea service with 

the same decoration were found in a late 19th century cellar group, Spilman 

Street, Carmarthen (Brennan et al., 1996, 49, no.48). Examples were also found 

at Wern Fawr, Carmarthenshire (Williams 2011). 

A large number of whiteware sherds recovered from Neuadd are without surface 

decoration. Many of them are undoubtedly from the plain areas of otherwise 

decorated pots. However, sherds from undecorated tablewares and everyday 

utility wares are both represented. Several pieces have moulded decoration 

including at least one dinner plate with a scalloped and moulded feather-edged 

border. Part of a relief-moulded figure ornament, cast in porcelain, was recovered 

from context [2006] in the east room. 

 Lustre decoration, which is a metallic decorative finish, is found on just a few 

vessels. They include a jug, in refined red earthenware, sherds from which were 

found in both rooms. It combines a copper-coloured lustre with a painted under-

glaze floral design in polychrome colours. Single vessels like this are typical of 

late 19th and 20th century mass-produced decorative wares, types one might find 

displayed on a dresser, mantelpiece or window sill.  

Sherds from a plate, which was probably part of a tea service, show pink lustre 

decoration. A late 20th century beaker or mug from [2000] also has a pink lustre 

design and demonstrates the continued use of this decorative technique. 

Utility wares found at Neuadd comprise numerous sherds from the type known as 

industrial slipware. The majority are from bowls, but other forms include mugs 

and at least one chamber-pot. Three types of decoration are represented: banded 

ware, ‘mocha’ ware and the ‘cat’s eye’ design. Banded decoration consists of 
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horizontal bands and lines usually painted against a white or buff-coloured 

ground. The majority of sherds have a blue slip applied against a white ground, a 

few have very dark brown or black bands against a buff or white ground, and 

some have light blue bands against a buff ground. A not so common colour 

combination, seen here on at least one mug, combines red and blue bands 

against a white ground. Bowl profiles are hemispherical or rounded, or carinated 

above the base in a form known as the ‘London-shape’ bowl, which became 

increasingly popular in the mid to late 19th century (Goodwin and Barker 2009, 

53).  

Sherds bearing a blue ‘mocha’ pattern, against a white zone on a buff-coloured 

body, were found in context [1001]. The less common ‘cat’s eye’ design is 

present on a bowl sherd from the same context. 

Undecorated utility vessels include sherds, in a buff coloured fabric, from a large 

mixing bowl of probable 20th century date.  

Many firms produced these industrialised wares including the Swansea 

(Cambrian) and Llanelli potteries (Rensselaer in Atterbury 1980, 241). See 

Godden (1980, 173 and Pl. 296) for illustrated examples produced by T. G. Green 

and Co. of Church Gresley, Derbyshire, a factory founded in 1864. See also 

excavated examples, representing pottery waste, from the Tunstall potteries at 

Stoke-on-Trent (Goodwin and Barker 2009, 52-3). 

Brown-glazed industrial earthenwares, in buff and red coloured fabrics, are 

represented by numerous sherds from teapots and the occasional sherd from 

similar mass-produced utility wares. These have a ‘treacle’ or very dark brown 

glaze, and some bear relief moulded decoration.  Part of a 20th century teapot 

from [2000] in the east room has ‘ENGLAND’ impressed on the base. All other 

pieces are unmarked.  

By and large the pottery is associated with the latest period of occupation at 

Neuadd, most of it dating to the second half of the 19th century and the early part 

of the 20th century. In this context, it is a modest array of wares with nothing of 

rarity or of great monetary value. Whilst most of the pottery was derived from 

occupation of the building itself, some of the very latest material is likely to have 

been discarded from nearby properties. The few sherds that pre-date the 19th 

century indicate earlier occupation during the 17th-18th century.  

Clay pipes  

Parts of two clay pipes were recovered from Neuadd. The earlier, from east room 

context [2000], is a small unstamped bowl with a milled rim and a flat heel 

suggesting a mid to late 17th century date. The later of the two, from the wets 

room context [1000], is a late 19th bowl with the popular claw design. Plain stem 

fragments were also recovered from contexts [1001] and [2003]. 

Bone comb: 

A fragment from a one-piece, double-sided comb was recovered from context 

[1002] in the west room. The teeth were missing, but were fine and closely set. 

The surviving end section is curved. A 17th-18th century date is likely. 
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NEUADD RUINS, LLANON, 2013 EXCAVATIONS:  

THE POTTERY ARCHIVE DETAILS. 

 

Post-medieval, pre-19th century ceramics. 

Room Context Total sherd 
count 

Weight (g) 

A [1000] South wall  3 76g 

A [?] Niche in rear of 
North wall 

1 53g 

A [1001] 5 54g 

A [1002] 2 26g 

A [1003] 3 12g 

A [1005] 1 5g 

B [2000] within East end 
fireplace 

1 3g 

B [2000] South wall 3 23g 

B [2001] area within 
fireplace 

1 0.5g 

B [2002] East wall 4 37g 

B [2006] 11 124g 

B [2011] 3 29g 

B [2014] 1 6g 

Totals  39 sherds 448.5 g 

 

Forms: The few recovered sherds are mostly body sherds that lack diagnostic 

features, probably from jugs, jars and bowls. Later vessels include a tankard and 

press-moulded dishes of 18th and 18th/19th century date.  

Fabrics: The earliest identifiable sherds are from pots made in west Wales. 

Known overall as Dyfed gravel-tempered ware, a number of variants exist all 

using similar clays (O’Mahoney 1985a, 20-24). The only known production sites 

to date are a probable medieval kiln at Newcastle Emlyn (Early and Morgan 2004, 

97-100) and a post-medieval kiln at Newport, Pembrokeshire (Talbot 1968).  

Dyfed gravel-tempered wares have a date of origin at some time during the 12th 

century and a terminal date in the 16th or 17th century (Papazian and Campbell 

1992, 56-59).  

A few sherds are of uncertain local or North Devon origin. Pottery from the two 

areas use very similar clays and it is often difficult to distinguish between the two. 

Sherds by context: 

[1000] South wall clearance: 3 sherds represent 3 vessels: The first two jar/jug 

sherds are Dyfed gravel-tempered ware vessels. The third Indeterminate body 

sherd is in an unprovenanced fabric. It has a distinctive well applied dark green 

internal glaze that is speckled orange (iron in the glaze). This is probably an 

English import of post-medieval date. 

[U/S] Niche in rear of north wall in the west room: Single body sherd from the 

shoulder of a jug in Dyfed gravel-tempered ware. The jug has an internal brown 

glaze. A post-medieval date is likely. 

[1001] 5 sherds represent 4 vessels: (i) & (ii) are internally glazed Dyfed gravel-

tempered ware pots. (iii)  Vessel represented by 2 indeterminate body sherds of 

uncertain local or North Devon origin. (iv) Press-moulded dish, the type that has 

a pie-crust rim and internal slip-combed decoration. The dish is of Staffordshire or 

Bristol manufacture and a mid 18th century date is likely. 
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[1002] 2 sherds represent 2 vessels. (i) Upper body sherd from a jug. The vessel 

is fully oxidised and has an internal olive green glaze. The exterior has a little 

white slip with traces of glaze over the slip. The jug is of uncertain North Devon 

or local manufacture. A late 17th/early 18th century date is likely. 

(ii) The second sherd is from a bowl of possible local manufacture. It is fully 

oxidised with an internal olive green glaze. A late post-medieval date is likely. 

[1003] 3 joining sherds represent 1 vessel: A press-moulded dish in a pinkish-red 

fabric. The interior has brown slip decoration against a yellow ground (glaze 

colour appearing yellow over white slip). The exterior is unglazed.  The place of 

manufacture is unknown. The fabric is not typical of either Staffordshire or Bristol 

products. An 18th or 19th century date seems likely. 

[1005] Single body sherd from an indeterminate vessel was the only pottery 

recovered from [1005]. The sherd is hard-fired and the fabric is typical of Dyfed 

gravel-tempered ware. The exterior is worn but there are traces of a green glaze. 

A post-medieval date is likely. 

[2000] Area within east end fireplace: A single sherd from a tankard in a buff 

fabric with double mottled brown (iron) glaze. A band of horizontal grooves or 

ridges is typical on tankards of this type and is thought to be copying metal 

forms. Bristol/Staffordshire are possible sources and an early 18th century date is 

likely. 

[2000] South wall clearance: 3 body sherds representing 2, possibly 3 vessels, 

from either jugs or jars. All 3 sherds are fully oxidised and 2 have an internal 

brown glaze. Local products, a post-medieval date is likely. 

[2001] Area within fireplace: A very small sherd was recovered. The piece is fully 

oxidised with traces of an internal glaze over slip. Post-medieval. 

[2002] East wall (Erin’s trench): 4 sherds represent 3 vessels. These are 

indeterminate body sherds of either local or North Devon manufacture. One 

vessel (two body sherds) in a red fabric with an internal brown glaze is possibly 

18th century in date. 

[2006] 11 sherds represent 5 vessels: (i) A rim and a base sherd probably from 

the one vessel, either a jug or jar in Dyfed gravel-tempered ware. (ii) Two joining 

sherds from a press-moulded dish in a buff fabric with internal brown slip-combed 

decoration. A mid 18th century date is likely for this vessel. (iii) Two joining rim 

sherds from a jug with an internal brown glaze. This is similar to North Devon 

forms but is in a local fabric. (iv) and (v) Indeterminate forms, fully oxidised in 

local fabrics with internal brown glaze. 

[2011] 3 sherds represent 2 vessels: (i) Bowl form in a local fabric with an 

internal green glaze. An 18th century date is likely. (ii) Indeterminate body sherd 

with dark olive green glaze. 

[2014] One indeterminate body sherd in red earthenware with a brown internal 

glaze and a partial exterior glaze. 18th century? 
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Black-glazed ware.  

Room Context Total sherd 

count 

Weight (g) 

A [1000] West wall 19  5181g 

A [1000] South wall 30  2540g 

A [1000]  9  564g 

A [1001] 133  3906 

A [1002] 36  788g 

B [2000] North east corner 1  84g 

B [2000] S. Wall  23  625g 

B [2001] within fireplace 1  62g 

B [2001] 3  125g 

B [2002] E. wall 2  108g 

B [2006] 5  31g 

Totals  262 sherds 14490 g 

 

Forms: Storage jars used in the home for storing dry food stuffs as well as for 

salting, pickling and preserving: Bucket and barrel shaped vessels are present 

based on surviving body profiles. A variation in the size of jar as well as in the 

size and shape of rim is evident. The largest type ([1000] & [1001]), probably 

representing the one vessel, has a flat-projecting (ledge-shaped) rim with an 

external cordon beneath that incorporates two (possibly four) lateral (oval-

shaped) handles. Another jar has a heavy cornice rim, several sherds of which 

were recovered from rooms A & B ([1000], [1001] & [2000]). Examples of 

smaller sized jars from [1001] and [1002] have pronounced square-ended rims.  

Another type of vessel is the large bowl or basin for use in the dairy and kitchen. 

The few identifiable sherds represent probably two vessels. These have splayed 

rims that project upwards and outwards. Sherds were found in the west room, 

context [1000], from the south wall clearance and again from clearance within 

the room. Further joining sherds were recovered from [1001] & [1002].  

Jars with everted rim: Two smaller jars with rolled everted rim were recovered 

from [1001] & [2000].  

Fabric: Red bodied earthenware. Sometimes the clay is poorly mixed giving it a 

two-coloured (red and cream) streaky appearance. 

Surface treatment: All vessels are glazed black or a very dark brown internally. 

External treatment varies but all examples are partially glazed. A good example 

of this is the complete lower portion of a jar that was found in context [1000] on 

the west wall. The jar is glazed internally; the exterior base is unglazed and the 

upper portion of the jar is glazed.  

Decoration: None  

Source: Unknown but possibly the Buckley potteries in North Wales. Black glazed 

wares of this type are very common. Potteries across the country were producing 

very similar wares. 

Additional notes: The minimum number of vessels based on different rim types 

is probably about 15. A number of joins are seen within and between contexts.  

Date: 19th-early 20th century. 
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Miscellaneous glazed red earthenwares (kitchen/dairy wares). 

Room Context Total sherd 

count 

Weight (g) 

A [1000] South wall 28 345g 

A [1000] within room 1 53g 

A [1001] 12 169g 

A [1002] 12 334g 

B [2000] South wall 6 252g 

B [2001]  3 37g 

B [2002] East wall  2 443g 

B [2006]  8 237g 

B [2011] 4 83g 

Totals  76 sherds 1953 g 

 

Forms: A limited number of forms are represented. The majority of sherds are 

indeterminate but likely vessels are jugs, jars and other large storage vessels. 

Also present are bowls and pancheons. 

Fabric: Red-bodied earthenware. 

Surface treatment: Variously glazed. Most are internally glazed; a few are 

double glazed. The majority are brown but at least one large bowl or pancheon 

has a clear glaze over a white slip on the interior.  

Decoration: There are very few decorated pieces in the assemblage. A single 

brown-glazed body sherd (south wall clearance [1000]) has white slip trailed 

dots.  

Source: Unknown. Many of the small brickyards and country potteries were 

producing similar wares using very similar clays. 

Additional notes: Parts of a jug found on the south wall in the east room 

([2000] and [2006]) have a thick bitumen-like residue on the interior surface.  

Date: These types of wares are difficult to precisely date. Certain types may have 

an 18th century origin but a 19th-20th century date seems likely for most sherds.  
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Stoneware. 

Room Context Total sherd 

count 

Weight (g) 

A [1000] West wall 1 13g 

A [1000] South wall  15 322g 

A [1000] within room 4 165g 

A [1001] 29 523g 

A [1002] 9 63g 

B [2000] North east 

corner 

6 62g 

B [2000] within East end 
fireplace 

2 55g 

B [2000] area near lateral 

fireplace 

7 68g 

B [2000] South wall 11 269g 

B [2001] area within 
fireplace 

8 140g 

B [2001] 6 160g 

B [2002] East wall 2 65g 

B [2006] 5 31g 

B [2013] 2 36g 

Totals  107 sherds 395.5 g 

 

Forms: Preserve jars, a teapot, household and drinks bottles, ink pots and one 

blacking pot. Many of these robust containers were retained for secondary use.  

Fabric: Grey and buff coloured stoneware. 

Surface treatment: Includes sherds with self-coloured glaze, sherds with 

external brown salt glaze, and a few sherds with honey-coloured external glaze, 

Decoration: The preserve jars are variously fluted.  A single black-bodied sherd 

found in context [1002] is probably part of a teapot and has engine-turned 

decoration externally. A few sherds from 20th century casserole pots bear 

machine-rouletted decoration. The latest pieces of Studio/art pottery bear painted 

decoration in muted colours. 

Source: Unmarked with one exception. A small stoneware bottle from [1001] has 

part of a Daulton, London factory mark impressed above the base. The Daulton & 

Company Ltd. factory was centred in Lambeth, London. A comparable example 

from the Museum of London has a date of 1858-1910. 

www.museumoflondon.org.uk/ceramics  Accession number 77.50/243 

Additional notes Two jars, one from [1000] clearance on the south wall of the 

west room, the other from  [1001]) are impressed on the base ‘NOT GENUINE 

UNLESS BEARING WMP HARTLEY’S LABEL/F.M.F’ : For similar stoneware preserve 

jars cf.: www.museumoflondon.org.uk/ceramics  Accession  number  53.120/2. 

The production date given there is 1891-1920. 

Another jar from [2001] in the east room, has ‘[.?.] E. PURE. JAMS’ impressed on 

the base. 

The near complete blacking pot was recovered from clearance context [1000] 

within the west room. Several examples are catalogued on the Museum of London 

online resource site. www.museumoflondon.org.uk/ceramics  Accession  

numbers: 6495 and 22688 are just two similar examples. The 1830’s-1900 is the 

date range given.  

Date: A late 19th-early 20th century date for most vessels. Sherds from two 

mid/late 20th century Studio/art pottery vessels are present in context [2000]. 

 

http://www.museumoflondon.org.uk/ceramics
http://www.museumoflondon.org.uk/ceramics
http://www.museumoflondon.org.uk/ceramics
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Whiteware: Transfer-printed. 

Room Context Total sherd 

count 

Weight (g) 

A [1000] South wall  51 329g 

A [1000] within room 26 229g 

A [1001] 134 307g 

A [1002] 83 212g 

B [2000] North east 
corner 

7 45g 

B [2000] within East end 
fireplace 

10 79g 

B [2000] area near lateral 
fireplace 

1 1g 

B [2000] 2 10g 

B [2000] South wall 37 215g 

B [2001] area within 
fireplace 

7 31g 

B [2001] 9 57g 

B [2002] East wall 2 5g 

B [2003] exterior East 
wall  

3 14g 

B [2006] 23 121g 

B [2011] 1 6g 

B [2013] 7 32g 

Totals  403 sherds 1693 g 

 

Form: Assorted tableware comprises pieces from dinner and tea services. Also 

present are the more mundane utility wares. 

Fabric: White earthenware and some bone china. 

Surface treatment: Self-coloured with clear glaze 

Decoration: The majority of sherds bear blue under-glaze transfer-prints. None 

of the pieces have a printed pattern name but a few well known identifiable 

patterns are present. Blue chinoiserie (Chinese inspired) transfer designs 

including the Willow pattern and Two Temples pattern. Another less well known 

but popular pattern is an abstract design known either as ‘Fibre’ or ‘Sea Leaf’. The 

most frequently occurring pattern in the assemblage, very popular in the late 19th 

century, is ‘Asiatic Pheasants’, a floral design with two exotic pheasant-like birds. 

It is normally pale blue in colour and tends to cover the entire upper surface of 

plates. Many Staffordshire factories are known to have used this pattern as well 

as several other nation-wide factories. Coysh and Henrywood lists 46 firms known 

to have used the pattern before 1880 (Volume I 1982, 28-9 and volume II, 1989, 

20). Patterns that cannot be identified amount to just a few vessels, parts of 

which are distributed across the two rooms.  

Coloured transfer prints are also present in the assemblage in both single (pink, 

purple, brown, green, orange) and polychrome colours. Chinese inspired 

(chinoiserie), floral and foliage designs are all present. There are parts of two 

children’s plates depicting named scenes from stories or nursery rhymes. They 

are a single sherd [1001] with a pink print showing an elephant and, a 

polychrome pattern showing horses with the words ‘PRETTY P[ONY]’ printed 

beneath. Sherds from the latter were recovered from [1001] and [1002] in the 

west room and from [2000] in the east room.  Unfortunately not enough survives 

of either plate to determine their pattern name.  

Parts of an ornamental bone china vase bought or gifted as a souvenir is found in 

context [2006] and joins sherds from context [2013]. It shows two women in 
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traditional Welsh dress with the words ‘Welsh Costume’ beneath. These 

ornamental pieces are very often made in Germany. 

Source: The Staffordshire factories are likely. The majority of sherds are 

unmarked. 

A plate with the Willow pattern from [1001] has an incomplete maker’s mark 

printed on the back: ‘The surviving letters WA[?] are accompanied by a lion.  

A plate with a black floral print ([2000] North east corner in east room) has part 

of a factory mark (anchor and shield) and ‘ENGLAND’ printed on the back. 

A base sherd ([2000] south wall clearance) has a German printed mark on the 

underside ‘..rzenbach/BAVARIA/GERMANY/?/...TATS-PORZELLAN’ 

Additional notes: ‘Fibre’. The pattern is noted and described as a ‘simple 

pattern of fern or seaweed-like sprays’ (Coysh and Henrywood 1989, 83). A bone 

china cup from the Spilman Street cellar group bears the same pattern (Brennan 

et al., 1996, 44, pl.8, no.32).  A similarly decorated white earthenware bowl 

found in a 19th century context at Carmarthen castle was marked with the pattern 

name ‘Fibre’ (ibid, 45). This pattern was also found in topsoil contexts at Wern 

Fawr, Carmarthenshire (Williams 2011, DAT Archive report). 

Numerous vessel joins were observed: A notable example is a plate with an 

orange floral print found in the west room ([1001] and east room ([2000] within 

the east end fireplace). The rim of a willow pattern plate from [1000] in the west 

room joins a rim found in the east room ([2000] south wall).  

Date: 19th-20th century. 

 

Whiteware: Undeglaze painted. 

Room Context Total sherd 
count 

Weight (g) 

A [1000] South wall  10 84g 

A [1000] within room 8 32g 

A [1001] 21 73g 

A [1002] 15 47g 

B [2000] within East end 
fireplace 

1 11g 

B [2000] South wall 13 89g 

B [2001] area within 
fireplace 

1 2g 

B [2001] 1 3g 

B [2002] East wall 1 1g 

B [2006] 3 11g 

Totals  74 sherds 353 g 

 

Form: Assorted tableware.  

Fabric: White earthenware and some bone china. 

Surface treatment: Self-coloured with clear glaze 

Decoration: An assortment of designs is represented in single and polychrome 

colours. Simple floral patterns are the most frequent decorative scheme. In many 

cases decoration is a single painted band around the edge of a plate. Typical 

examples are plates with deep pink linear bands painted under-glaze sometimes 

with additional gilded bands added in the second firing.  In some cases the 

surface decoration is either faded or worn.  

Source: Unmarked. 
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Additional notes: 

Date: 19th-20th century. 

 

Whiteware: Underglaze sponged. 

Room Context Total sherd 
count 

Weight (g) 

A [1000] South wall  11 24g 

A [1000] within room 3 7g 

A [1001] 14 52g 

A [1002] 15 45g 

B [2000] within East end 
fireplace 

1 9g 

B [2001] 1 8g 

Totals  45 sherds 145 g 

 

Form: Bowls with plain rims, a type most certainly used for Cawl. Cylindrical 

forms, probably mugs or beakers, and a least one jug are also represented. 

Fabric: White earthenware. 

Surface treatment: Self-coloured with clear glaze 

Decoration: Sponged decoration applied under the glaze. There are pieces with 

the all-over abstract pattern in blue against a white ground. There are also 

examples of simple repeat motifs (flowers and foliage) sponged in pink, brown, 

mauve, blue and green. The rim of a bowl from clearance within the east end 

fireplace of the east room (context [2000]), has a floral design against a pale 

blue mottled ground and is bordered above and below with blue bands.  

Source: Unmarked. One possible source is the Llanelli Pottery. Sponge-ware was 

one of the factories main lines produced in its latest phase, between 1877 and 

1922 (Hughes & Pugh 1990, 67). 

Sponge-ware is frequently found on both rural and urban sites in west Wales. The 

all-over blue sponged decoration is usually the most commonly occurring type. 

Additional notes: A bright and cheerful pottery, cheap to produce and therefore 

affordable. 

Date: Late 19th-early 20th century. 

 

Whiteware: Underglaze shell-edged. 

Room Context Total sherd 
count 

Weight (g) 

A [1000] South wall  3 31g 

A [1001] 3 14g 

A [1002] 3 8g 

B [2001] area within 
fireplace 

1 9g 

Totals   10 sherds 62 g 

 

Form: Dinner plates. 

Fabric: White earthenware. 

Surface treatment: Self-coloured with clear glaze. 
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Decoration: Scalloped and plain edged plates are both represented. All but one 

of the sherds has the more common blue moulded edge. The exception from [?] 

is painted green. 

Source: Unmarked.  

Additional notes: This moulded shell-edged grass design is a very common form 

of decoration produced at many of the potteries between the 1820’s and 1890’s 

(Goodwin & Barker 2009, 49). 

Date:  Early 19th century onwards. 

 

Whiteware: Sprig-decorated. 

Room Context Total sherd 
count 

Weight (g) 

A [1000] South wall  1 2g 

A [1000] within room 3 7g 

A [1001] 2 7g 

A [1002] 2 4g 

B [2006]  1 3g 

Totals   9 sherds 23 g 

 

Form: Tea wares: cups and saucers. 

Fabric: White earthenware and bone china. 

Surface treatment: Self-coloured with clear glaze. 

Decoration:  A sprig is a decorative motif made from clay which is then applied 

to the external body of the vessel. The only examples from the Neuadd are cups 

and saucers sparsely decorated with small lilac-coloured floral sprigs. This 

particular motif is known as ‘The Chelsea sprig’ (Goodwin & Barker 2009, 38-9). 

Fragments from a tea service with the same decoration were found in a late 19th 

century cellar group, Spilman Street, Carmarthen (Brennan et al., 1996, 49, 

no.48). Examples were also found at Wern Fawr, Carmarthenshire (Williams 

2011, Archive report).  

Source: Unmarked. 

Date: Late 19th-early 20th century. 

 

Whiteware: Undecorated. 

Room Context Total sherd 
count 

Weight (g) 

A [1000] South wall  43 240g 

A [1000] within room 19 166g 

A [1001] 108 442g 

A [1002] 74 249g 

B [2000] North east 

corner 

7 68g 

B [2000] within East end 
fireplace 

11 82g 

B [2000] area near lateral 
fireplace 

2 5g 

B [2000] 9 30g 

B [2000] South wall 41 293g 

B [2001] area within 
fireplace 

11 51g 

B [2001] 24 250g 
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B [2002] East wall 7 28g 

B [2006] 34 188g 

B [2011] 3 12g 

B [2013] 7 72g 

Totals  400 sherds 2176 g 

 

Form: Assorted tableware (dinner and tea services) and everyday utility wares.  

Fabric: White earthenware and bone china. 

Surface treatment: Self-coloured with clear glaze. 

Decoration: The majority of sherds are from plain undecorated vessels but 

undoubtedly many are likely to be the undecorated areas of otherwise decorated 

pieces. Scalloped rim on plates and mould-decorated pieces are present. Several 

sherds from plates with scalloped and moulded feather-edged border were 

recovered from [2001] and [2006] in the east room. 

The arm of a figurine (context [2006] in east room) cast in white porcelain is part 

of an ornamental piece. 

Source: Unmarked. 

Additional notes: 

Date: 19th-20th century. 

 

Lustre ware and other miscellaneous decorated wares. 

Room Context Total sherd 

count 

Weight (g) 

A [1000] South wall  14 56g 

A [1000] within room 3 35g 

A [1001] 25 134g 

A [1002] 13 42g 

B [2000] South wall 6 93g 

B [2001] 2 91g 

B [2002] East wall 2 3g 

B [2006] 6 25g 

Totals  71 sherds 479 g 

 

Form:  Sherds with lustre decoration are confined here to jugs and 

plates/saucers. A small number of sherds representing single vessels are more 

typical of late 19th and 20th century mass-produced decorative wares, types one 

might find on a mantelpiece or window sill.  

Fabric: White and red-bodied earthenware, bone china. 

Surface treatment: Self-coloured with clear glaze and all-over coloured glazes. 

Decoration:  There are examples of pink lustre decoration on whiteware plates. 

Sherds from a jug made from red-bodied earthenware are found across the two 

rooms (Joining sherds were noted between the two rooms).The jug combines 

lustre with an under-glaze painted floral design in polychrome colours.  

Source: Unmarked. 

Additional notes: Part of a late 20th century beaker from [2000] has a pink 

lustre pattern demonstrating the continuous use of this decorative technique. 

Date: 19th-20th century.  
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Industrial slip ware: Mocha, ‘cat’s eye’ and banded wares. 

Room Context Total sherd 

count 

Weight (g) 

A [1000] South wall  24 287g 

A [1000] within room 21 201g 

A [1001] 78 436g 

A [1002] 63 336g 

B [2000] 1 4g 

B [2000] South wall 8 205g 

B [2001] area within 
fireplace 

1 5g 

B [2001] 7 114g 

B [2006] 25 73g 

B [2011] 1 2g 

Totals  229 sherds 1663 g 

 

Form: The majority of sherds are from bowls. Other forms include some 

mugs/beakers and at least one chamber pot. Included here are the undecorated 

buff-bodied pieces, all utility vessels. Sherds from a large mixing bowl of probable 

20th century date are also present. 

Fabric:  White and buff-bodied earthenware. 

Surface treatment: Clear glaze inside and out. 

Decoration: Industrial slipware also known as banded wares. Decoration consists 

of horizontal bands and lines usually painted against a white or buff-coloured 

ground. The majority of sherds are coloured blue against a white ground, a few 

have very dark brown or black bands against a buff or white ground. Some have 

light blue bands against a buff ground. A less common colour combination is a 

tankard/mug that has red and blue bands against a white ground. Sherds bearing 

blue mocha decoration against a white zone on a buff-coloured body were found 

in context [1001]. From the same context there was found a  sherd with the less 

common ‘cat’s eye’ design. 

Source: Unmarked. During the 19th century there were many potteries producing 

these cheap decorative wares, continuing in production into the 20th century. Cf. 

Godden (1980, 173, pl.296) for illustrated examples of mocha and banded wares 

available from T.G. Green and Co. of Church Gresley, Derbyshire, a factory 

founded in 1864. 

Additional notes: Bowl forms include those that have a hemispherical or 

rounded profile and those that have a carination above the base i.e. London 

shape.  The latter form becomes increasingly popular from c.1815. 

Date: 19th-early 20th century. 

 

Brown-glazed buff and red earthenware (teapots).  

Room Context Total sherd 
count 

Weight (g) 

A [1000] West wall 1 8g 

A [1000] South wall  30 207g 

A [1000] within room 15 309g 

A [1001] 93 667g 

A [1002] 76 454g 

B [2000] 1 7g 

B [2000] South wall 14 128g 

B [2001] 2 21g 

B [2002] East wall 1 1g 
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B [2006] 7 56g 

Totals  240 sherds 1858 g 

 

Form: Mostly teapots. From [1000] clearance within the west room there are 

spouts from four teapots. Also present are jug and jar forms as well as other 

mass-produced kitchen/utility vessels. 

Fabric: The majority of vessels are made in industrial buff or red-bodied 

earthenware. 

Surface treatment: Treacle brown or very dark brown glaze inside and out. 

Decoration: A number of sherds have relief-moulded decoration. A few teapots 

have a single machine-rouletted band at the shoulder. 

Source: Part of a 20th century teapot from [2000] in east room has ‘ENGLAND’ 

impressed on the base. All other pieces are unmarked. The Staffordshire potteries 

are likely. 

Additional notes: 

Date: 19th-20th century. 

 

Unglazed red earthenware: plant pots. 

Room Context Total sherd 

count 

Weight (g) 

A [1000] South wall  5 45g 

A [1001] 4 34g 

A [1002] 3 22g 

B [2000] 6 306g 

B [2000] South wall 2 30g 

Totals  20 sherds 437 g 

 

Form: Plant pots. 

Fabric: Red earthenware. 

Surface treatment: Unglazed. 

Decoration: None 

Source: Unknown. 

Additional notes: 

Date: Late 19th-20th century. 

 

Other Finds: 

Bone comb: 

[1002] Fragment of a one piece double-sided comb. The missing teeth were fine 

and closely set. The surviving end section is curved. A Post-medieval date is 

likely. 

 

Porcelain figure/toy: 

[2006] A small cast porcelain leg, possibly part of a child’s doll. The white 

porcelain is painted black suggestive of a boot. A groove around the top of the leg 

may serve to secure the leg to a cloth doll? Height 32mm. Dia. at top of boot 

10mm.  
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Clay pipes and clay marble 

[1000] A late 19th century clay pipe bowl with claw design was recovered during 

clearance within the west room. 

[1001] 2 plain stem fragments. 

[1001] 1 white pipe clay marble. 

[2000] A mid-late 17th century clay pipe bowl was recovered during clearance of 

the south wall in the east room. The small bowl has a flat heel and has a milled 

band a little below the rim. Joins fragment from [2006]. 

[2003] 1 plain stem fragment. 

[2006] A mid-late 17th century clay pipe heel fragment with trace of makers 

mark. Joins fragment from [2000]. 

 

Modern tiles 

Fragments from two different coloured wall tiles were recovered from the Neuadd 

building. These are mid to late 20th century in date. 

[1001] west room: Pink tile fragment of the type found in a bathroom or kitchen.  

[2000] east room: Pink tile fragment of the type found in a bathroom or kitchen.  

[2000] east room, south wall clearance: Turquoise tile fragment with black linear 

detail. 

[2002] east room: Four pink tile fragments. 
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Stoneware preserve jar (c. 1891 -1920) 

 

 

19th – 20th century whiteware: transfer printed  
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Parts of an ornamental bone china vase bought or gifted as a souvenir, found in 

the east room in contexts [2006] and [2013]. It shows two women in traditional 

Welsh dress with the words ‘Welsh Costume’ beneath. These ornamental pieces 

were very often made in Germany. 
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Late 19th-early 20th century sponged ware. A bright and cheerful pottery, cheap to 

produce and therefore affordable. 

 

Stoneware blacking pot (c. 1830-1900) 
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Two sherds from a children’s plate depicting horses with the words ‘PRETTY 

P[ONY]’ printed beneath. Unfortunately not enough survives of the plate to 

determine its pattern name. 19th-20th century 
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Left: A mid-late 17th century clay pipe bowl found in the east room. The small bowl has a flat heel and a milled band a little below the rim. 

There is part of a makers mark on the heel. 

Right: A late 19th century clay pipe bowl with claw design recovered from the west room. 
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Table of total number of sherds/weights (grams) 
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 Count g Count g Count g Count g Count g Count g Count g Count g Count g Total 
count 

Total 
weight 
(g) 

[1000] 
west 
wall 

0 0 19 5181 0 0 1 13 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 8 0 0 21 5202 

[1000] 
south 
wall 

3 76 30 2540 28 345 15 322 119 710 14 56 24 287 30 207 5 45 268 4588 

[1000] 
niche in 
north 
wall 

1 53 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 53 

[1000] 
within 
room  

0 0 9 564 1 53 4 165 59 441 3 35 21 201 15 309 0 0 112 1768 

[1001]  5 54 133 4382 12 169 29 523 282 895 25 134 78 436 93 667 4 34 661 7294 

[1002] 2 26 36 788 12 334 9 63 192 565 13 42 63 336 76 454 3 22 406 2630 

[1003] 3 12 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 12 

[1004] 1 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 5 

[2000] 
N.E 

0 0 1 84 0 0 6 62 14 113 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 21 259 

[2000] 
east. 
end 
fireplace 

1 3 0 0 0 0 2 55 23 181 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 26 239 
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 Count g Count g Count g Count g Count g Count g Count g Count g Count g Total 
count 

Total 
weight 
(g) 

[2000] 
lateral 
fireplace 

0 0 0 0 0 0 7 68 3 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 75 

[2000] 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 40 0 0 1 4 1 7 6 306 19 357 

[2000] 
south 
wall 

3 23 23 625 6 252 11 269 91 597 6 93 8 205 14 128 2 30 164 2222 

[2001] 
area 
within 
fireplace 

1 1 1 62 0 0 8 140 20 93 0 0 1 5 0 0 0 0 31 301 

[2001] 0 0 3 125 3 37 6 160 35 318 2 91 7 114 2 21 0 0 58 866 

[2002] 
east 
wall 

4 37 2 108 2 443 2 65 10 34 2 3 0 0 1 1 0 0 23 691 

[2003] 
ext. east 
wall 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 14 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 14 

[2006] 11 124 5 31 8 237 5 31 61 323 6 25 25 73 7 56 0 0 128 900 

[2011] 3 29 0 0 4 83 0 0 4 18 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 12 132 

[2013] 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 36 14 104 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 16 140 

[2014] 1 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 6 

Fabric 
Totals 

39 449g 262 14490g 76 1953g 107 1972g 941 4452g 71 479g 229 1663g 240 1858g 20 437g 1985 27.753kg 
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APPENDIX IV: OTHER FINDS 
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A) ANIMAL BONE 

 

Record of Bone from excavation at Llanon, Ceredigion, in 2013 (NL13) 

Recorded by Alice Day, under supervision  of Ros Coard at University of Trinity Saint David, Lampeter 

 
Bone 
No 

Context Species Species Anatomical 
Part 

Distal/ 
Proximal 

Left/ 
Right 

Complete/ 
Incomplete 

Fused/ 
Unfused 

Animal 
Marks 

Butchery Additional Comments 

            
1 1000 Indet Indet Vertebra N/A N/A Incomplete N/A Gnawing Chopped Medium-sized mammal 

2 1000 Ovis Sheep Humerus N/A Right Incomplete N/A Gnawing None None 

3 1000 Sus Pig Mandible N/A Left Incomplete N/A Gnawing None 1 tooth in place. Juvenile. 

4 1000 Indet Indet Indet Indet Indet Incomplete N/A None Sawed Burnt white. Canis? Proximal 
radius? 

5 1000 Indet Indet Indet N/A N/A Incomplete N/A Gnawing None Rib/Spinal process 

6 1000 Indet Indet Indet N/A N/A Incomplete N/A None Cut marks Long bone shaft fragment? 

7 1000 Indet Indet Indet N/A N/A Incomplete N/A Gnawing None Long bone shaft fragment? 

8 1000 Indet Indet Indet N/A N/A Incomplete N/A Gnawing None Rib/Spinal process 

9 1001 Bos Cow Femur Distal Right Incomplete N/A None Sawed None 

10 1001 Ovis Sheep Femur Distal Left Incomplete Fused None Sawed. Cut 
marks 

Fusion line. Complte shaft. 

11 1001 Indet Indet Indet N/A N/A Incomplete N/A Gnawing None Long bone shaft fragment? 

12 1001 Indet Indet Indet N/A N/A Incomplete N/A Gnawing None Rib/Spinal process 

13 1001 Ovis Sheep Humerus Distal Right Incomplete N/A None Chopped Complete Shaft 

14 1001 Indet Indet Indet N/A N/A Incomplete N/A Gnawing None Cranial fragment? 

15 1001 Ovis Sheep Metacarpal Distal Right Incomplete Unfused Gnawing None Complete Shaft 

16 1001 Ovis Sheep Metacarpal Distal Right Incomplete Unfused Gnawing None Complete Shaft 

17 1001 Ovis Sheep Metacarpal N/A Right Incomplete N/A None None None 

18 1001 Ovis Sheep Radius Proximal Left Incomplete N/A Gnawing None None 

19 1001 Indet Indet Indet N/A N/A Incomplete N/A Gnawing None None 

20 1001 Indet Indet Indet N/A N/A Incomplete N/A Gnawing Chopped Long bone shaft fragment? 

21 1001 Indet Indet Vertebra N/A N/A Incomplete N/A Gnawing Chopped Medium-sized mammal 
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Bone 
No 

Context Species Species Anatomical 
Part 

Distal/ 
Proximal 

Left/ 
Right 

Complete/ 
Incomplete 

Fused/ 
Unfused 

Animal 
Marks 

Butchery Additional Comments 

22 1001 Indet Indet Rib N/A Indet Incomplete N/A None None None 

23 1001 Indet Indet Rib N/A Indet Incomplete N/A None None None 

24 1001 Ovis Sheep Tooth - 
Molar 

N/A Right Incomplete N/A None None Maxillary 

25 1001 Ovis Sheep Tooth - 
Molar 

N/A Right Incomplete N/A None None Maxillary 

26 1001 Bos Cow Tooth - 
Incisor 

N/A Left Complete N/A None None Mandibular 

27 1001 Ovis Sheep Tooth - 
Molar 

N/A Right Incomplete N/A None None Mandibular. Fits No. 28 

28 1001 Ovis Sheep Mandible N/A Right Incomplete N/A Gnawing None Fits tooth No. 27 

29 1001 Indet Indet Tooth - 
Molar 

N/A Left Incomplete N/A None None Either Human or Pig? 

30 1001 Ovis Sheep Tooth - 
Molar 

N/A Right Incomplete N/A None None Mandibular 

31 1001 Indet Indet Indet N/A Indet Complete N/A None None Bird, or mammal cranial 

32 1001 Gallus Chicken Tibia Both Right Complete Unfused Nibbled None Small.  

33 1001 Ovis Sheep Radius N/A Right Incomplete N/A Gnawing None Complete Shaft 

34 1001 Ovis Sheep Humerus Distal Left Incomplete N/A None None Very weathered 

35 1002 Ovis Sheep Maxilla N/A Left Incomplete N/A None None 2 teeth intact 

36 1002 Ovis Sheep Tooth - 
Molar 

N/A Right Incomplete N/A None None Mandibular 

37 1002 Ovis Sheep Femur N/A Right Incomplete N/A Gnawing Chopped. 
Cut marks 

Complete Shaft 

38 1002 Ovis Sheep Maxilla N/A Right Incomplete N/A None None None 

39 1002 Indet Indet Indet N/A N/A Incomplete N/A Nibbled None Cranial? 

40 1002 Indet Indet Indet N/A N/A Incomplete N/A None None Very weathered 

41 2001 Bos Cow Femur N/A Left Incomplete N/A None Sawed. Cut 
marks 

Complete Shaft 

42 2001 Bos Cow Vertebra N/A N/A Incomplete N/A Gnawing Sawed None 

43 2001 Ovis Sheep Scapula N/A Left Incomplete N/A Gnawing Chopped. 
Cut marks 

Fits No. 44. 

44 2001 Ovis Sheep Scapula N/A Left Incomplete N/A Gnawing Cut marks Fits No. 43. 



     Neuadd, Llanon, Building Recording & Community  
     Archaeological Excavation 2013 – Volume II Appendices 

 

Dyfed Archaeological Trust   57      Report No 2013/57 

Bone 
No 

Context Species Species Anatomical 
Part 

Distal/ 
Proximal 

Left/ 
Right 

Complete/ 
Incomplete 

Fused/ 
Unfused 

Animal 
Marks 

Butchery Additional Comments 

45 2002 Bos Cow Vertebra N/A N/A Incomplete N/A Gnawing Sawed Cervical vertebra 

46 2001 Ovis Sheep Metacarpal Both Right Incomplete Unfused Gnawing None Complete Shaft 

47 2001 Bos Cow Vertebra N/A N/A Incomplete N/A Gnawing Sawed None 

48 2001 Bos Cow Rib N/A Indet Incomplete N/A Gnawing Sawed. Cut 
marks 

None 

49 2006 Bos Cow Rib N/A Indet Incomplete N/A Gnawing None None 

50 2006 Indet Indet Indet N/A N/A Incomplete N/A Gnawing Sawed. Cut 
marks 

Fits No. 51 

51 2006 Indet Indet Indet N/A N/A Incomplete N/A Gnawing Sawed Fits No. 50 

52 2006 Ovis Sheep Femur Proximal Left Incomplete Unfused Gnawing Sawed. Cut 
marks 

Fits No. 53 

53 2006 Ovis Sheep Femur Proximal Left Incomplete N/A Gnawing Sawed. Cut 
marks 

Fits No.  52 

54 2006 Indet Indet Indet N/A N/A Incomplete N/A Gnawing None Long bone Fragment 

55 2006 Indet Indet Indet N/A N/A Incomplete N/A Gnawing None None 

56 2006 Bos Cow Phalynx N/A Indet Incomplete N/A Gnawing None None 

57 2006 Ovis Sheep Humerus Distal Right Incomplete N/A Gnawing None Complete Shaft 

58 2006 Ovis Sheep Metacarpal 
Epiphysis 

N/A Indet Incomplete Unfused Gnawing None None 

59 2006 Ovis Sheep Metacarpal 
Epiphysis 

N/A Indet Complete Unfused Nibbling None None 

60 2006 Ovis Sheep Femur Proximal Left Incomplete Unfused Gnawing None Fits No. 61 

61 2006 Ovis Sheep Femoral 
head 

N/A Left Complete Unfused Nibbling None Fits No. 60 

62 2006 Sus Pig Tooth - 
Molar 

N/A Right Complete N/A None None Some maxilla attached 

63 2006 Canis Dog Tibia N/A Right Incomplete N/A Gnawing None Small, even for a fox 

64 2006 Ovis Sheep Vertebra N/A N/A Incomplete Unfused Gnawing None None 

65 2006 Ovis Sheep Vertebra N/A N/A Incomplete N/A Gnawing None None 

66 2006 Ovis Sheep Vertebral 
Epiphysis 

N/A N/A Incomplete Unfused Gnawing None None 

67 2006 Ovis Sheep Vertebral 
Epiphysis 

N/A N/A Incomplete Unfused Gnawing None None 
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Bone 
No 

Context Species Species Anatomical 
Part 

Distal/ 
Proximal 

Left/ 
Right 

Complete/ 
Incomplete 

Fused/ 
Unfused 

Animal 
Marks 

Butchery Additional Comments 

68 2006 Gallus Chicken Humerus N/A Right Incomplete N/A Gnawing None None 

69 2013 Ovis Sheep Ulna Proximal Left Incomplete N/A Gnawing None Burnt 

70 2000 Bos Cow Horn N/A Left Incomplete N/A Gnawing None None 

71 2000 Bos Cow Tibia Proximal Right Incomplete Unfused Gnawing Sawed Very big. Complete shaft 

72 2000 Ovis Sheep Humerus Distal Left Incomplete Fused Nibbled None Fits No. 73. Complete shaft 

73 2000 Ovis Sheep Humerus Proximal Left Incomplete Unfused Nibbled None Fits No. 72. Complete Shaft 

74 2000 Sus Pig Ulna Proximal Left Incomplete N/A Gnawing None Complete Shaft 

75 2000 Bos Cow Vertebra N/A N/A Incomplete Unfused Gnawing Sawed None 

76 2000 Ovis Sheep Femur Proximal Right Incomplete Unfused Gnawing None Complete Shaft 

77 2000 Ovis Sheep Femur N/A Left Incomplete N/A Gnawing None Complete Shaft 

78 2000 Ovis Sheep Humerus N/A Left Incomplete N/A Gnawing None Complete Shaft 

79 2000 Ovis Sheep Humerus N/A Right Incomplete N/A Gnawing None Complete Shaft 

80 2000 Sus Pig Humerus Distal Right Incomplete N/A Gnawing Sawed. Cut 
marks 

None 

81 2000 Sus Pig Humerus Distal Left Incomplete N/A Gnawing None None 

82 2000 Bos Cow Humerus Distal Right Incomplete Unfused Gnawing None None 

83 2000 Sus Pig Tibia N/A Right Incomplete Unfused Gnawing Chopped Complete Shaft 

84 2000 Indet Indet Vertebra N/A N/A Incomplete Unfused Gnawing Chopped Medium-sized mammal 

85 2000 Indet Indet Vertebra N/A N/A Incomplete Unfused Gnawing Chopped Medium-sized mammal 

86 2000 Ovis Sheep Astralagus N/A Right Complete N/A Nibbled None None 

87 2000 Sus Pig Radius Proximal Right Incomplete N/A Gnawing None Complete Shaft 

88 2000 Sus Pig Radius Proximal Right Incomplete Unfused Gnawing None Complete Shaft 

89 2000 Ovis Sheep Tibia Distal Left Incomplete Unfused Gnawing None Complete shaft 

90 2000 Ovis Sheep Tibia Distal Right Incomplete Unfused None Cut marks Complete Shaft. Fits No. 91 

91 2000 Ovis Sheep Tibiular 
Epiphysis 

N/A Right Complete Unfused None None Fits No. 90 

92 2000 Ovis Sheep Calcaneus N/A Right Complete N/A Nibbled None None 

93 2000 Ovis Sheep Tibia N/A Left Incomplete N/A Gnawing None Very weathered 

94 2000 Bos Cow Radius Proximal Left Incomplete N/A Gnawing Sawed None 
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B) METALWORK 

Michael Freeman, the recently retired curator of Ceredigion Museum, kindly inspected 

the metal work from the Llanon excavations on 1st October 2013 with Alice Pyper (Dyfed 

Archaeological Trust) and below are recorded his comments 

The most striking thing about the collection is that approximately 90% of it comes from 

the east room, the remaining 10% coming from the west room. In the east room the 

metalwork is found in contexts sitting directly upon the damaged floor surface and in 

layer (2006), the dark ashy layer that sits directly upon and surrounds the stone flag 

surface (2007) upon which the stone block (2008) sits. Whereas in the west room it is 

only found in rubble layer (1000) that post-dates the use of the building. 

The metalwork from the east room possibly represents the detritus from a small scale 

metal repair shop in the 19th century. The majority of pieces are from broken vessels – 

shattered fragments both of wrought and cast iron, items that have been discarded and 

are of no value.   

Although there are some indications of metal working taking place i.e. one piece of slag 

from (2006) and iron pot fragments with lead attached to the inside, they only point to 

small scale working. 

So not a blacksmith but more likely to be a small repair shop. 

West Room 

Context No Bag No Contents 
1000 3 Sash window 

Piece of farm equipment to bolt two pieces together 
Hexagonal rod 

Very small horse shoes 
Iron band that matches that in Bag 7 

1000 7 Band around a container like a milk churn or barrel – could be 
agricultural or could be domestic  - matches that in Bag 3 

1000 19 Massive curved piece of an iron pot/boiler – some type of 

container – laminated 

 

East room 

Context No  Bag No Contents 
2000 1 Metal punch – used with flattened head – may be steel C19th or 

early C20th 
Gate hinge 
Handle from large cooking pot or lid 
Cast iron kettle stand 
Toothpaste lid – Gibbs Dentypaste 
Billhook and handle spike - smallish 

2000 2 Galvanised rather tin suggested later C19th or even early C20th – 
could be brought in for repair 

2006 4 Slag – light alloy – but melting what? 

2000 5 Pot could have been used for melting lead? 

Brass button – makers name might be identifiable 
Iron piping for gas not water? Or farm equipment 
Not and bolt 
Pot – heavy with lead in it – scraps of lead on metal 
Anybody would have carried out such repairs with lead i.e. 
clockmakers, making weights for fishing 

2011 6 Could be cast iron – unrecognisable object 

2002 8 Button – might have makers name – may be horse fitting as it 
seems large for clothing 

2002 9 Wrought iron – could be early maybe a nail or chisel 
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Nobble – a gas light fitting or piping 

2001 10 Curtain rings – bronze or brass 

A screw with coating – some kind of early rawl plug (like those 
using lead). 
Key – C17th, C18th but most likely 19th 
Thumb latch for door – most likely external door but could be 
domestic rather than outbuilding. Odd in being complete 

2006 11 Other piece of non ferrous – Brass? 
Several fragments of big iron pan or boiler 
Brass cover to a metal pin 
Tapering awl – a tool of some sort 
Loop – clasp for a bag 
Large nail – tree nails 
Horse shoe for pony – too big for boot shoe 

Cast iron loop 
Bronze spoon – C19th 

2001 12 Fragments 

2001 13 More fragments of cast iron 

Button 

2013 14 Iron large headed nail 
Brass/nickel – silver plated teaspoon – Sheffield 

2000 15 Farm machinery? 
Handle of knife – could be any date – to C19th. Bone or antler 

with brass? Rivets 

2000 16 Barrel band 

2000 17 Iron rod – bought for melting down for repairing 
½” plumbing joint – broken 

Copper pipe frag. – not a water pipe as too thin 

2000 18 Fragment of a cast iron container – quite small 

2000 20 Spectacles – very small 
Key 
Nails – one looks galvinised 

Round strap 
Hook & eye 

2001 21 Dead eye – used on ships for 2 pieces of rope 
Part of a pulley – may also be agricultural too 

3 rings – not quite the same diameter so not part of the same 

chain 
Ceffyl tan? – fire horse for hanging pots over a fire 
Staple – full V-shaped staple 
Strap hinge with bolt 
Hinge for small garden gate 
Large metal file – for metalwork rather than wood 

2006 22 Bracket 

2003 
 

BOX Broken 1 & 1/2 pint saucepan – very common   - very similar to 
that found by fireplace in 1970s 
Paint pot 
Strap handle of large cooking pot 

Surprising amount of cast iron which is useless once broken – 
needs specialist knowledge to re-use 
Shoe iron for boot or shoe 
Clog iron as well 

 



 Neuadd, Llanon, Building Recording & Community  
 Archaeological Excavation 2013 – Volume II Appendices 
 

Dyfed Archaeological Trust  61   Report No 2013/57 

 

A selection of the domestic metal objects discovered during the excavation of the 

Neuadd – some are easily identified, others remain puzzling. 

 

 

 

Part of a small pair of metal spectacles found in the east room of the Neuadd. 
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A 19th century bronze spoon found in the east room of the Neuadd. 

 

 
Part of an iron knife with bone handle and brass rivets and two buttons; one wooden, 

one mother of pearl – probable 19th century date. 
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A selection of the many limpet and cockle shells found across both rooms of the Neuadd.   
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APPENDIX V:  PHOTOGRAPHS OF ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES 

AFTER CONSOLIDATION 

Please refer to Figure 6 in Volume I for location plan of features within Neuadd building. 
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SOUTH WALL RECESS AND SOCKET 
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NORTH WALL BLOCKED DOORWAY, RECESS & SOCKET 

 

 

NORTH WALL BLOCKED FIREPLACE & LAMP BRACKET (TOP LEFT) 
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NORTH WALL - DETAIL OF LAMP BRACKET 

 

 

LARGE STONE BLOCK ALONG CENTRAL WALL 
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NORTH WALL WINDOWS & SOCKET 

 

 

NORTH WALL – DETAIL OF WINDOWS 
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EAST WALL – FIREPLACE & RECESS 

 

 

EAST WALL – DETAIL OF RECESS 
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WEST ROOM AFTER CONSOLIDATION 

 

 

EAST ROOM AFTER CONSOLIDATION 
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APPENDIX VI:  EVIDENCE OF OWNERS AND OCCUPIERS OF 

NEUADD, LLANON 

 By Irene Phillips 

 

Irene is a member of Llansantffraed History Society and has been researching and 

compiling documents relating to the Neuadd over many years. This is a work in progress 

but she has kindly allowed what she has discovered so far to be published in this report. 
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