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Celebrating the Council for British Archaeology’s Festival of British Archaeology 

2012 

 

Introduction 

Building on the successful Festival of British Archaeology events at Carn Goch in 2010 and 

Carreg Cennen Castle in 2011 in Carmarthenshire, Dyfed Archaeological Trust was keen to 

showcase the best of Ceredigion‟s archaeology in Aberystwyth in 2012.  The trust 

collaborated with Cynnal y Cardi, Ceredigion Museum and the Royal Commission on the 

Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales to make the event possible.  

 

This year‟s festival was based on the medieval history of the castle whilst also highlighting 

the Victorian and Edwardian seaside resort that Aberystwyth became.   

 

Festival Objectives 

In line with the objectives of the Festival of British Archaeology the objectives of the festival 

were to: 

 Provide an accessible and alternative opportunity for people to experience their local 

heritage. 

 To celebrate and showcase this “local heritage” as some of the best of British 

Archaeology. 

 To provide an educational and entertaining event to increase an awareness and 

knowledge of local heritage. 

 To encourage local people to experience and discover their local heritage. 

 To attract a diverse audience. 

In addition to this and as part of our funding agreement with Cynnal y Cardi, DAT additional 

objectives were 

 Help to establish new networks between community groups and individuals with the 

organisations represented which will continue to be built upon in the future. 

 Strengthen future partnerships between organisations through having developed new 

areas of joint working 

 Provide information to members of the public on how to continue to access existing 

historic environment information resources which will help and encourage them to use these 

resources in the future 

 Provide an opportunity for members of the public to try out new skills  

 Reach a diverse audience and enrich people‟s knowledge and experience of their 

historic environment.  
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Planning Stage 

Working within a team Alice Pyper (AP), Menna Bell (MB) and Sarah Rees (SR)of the Dyfed 

Archaeological Trust were mainly responsible for the organisation of the festival along with 

Louise Austin (LA).  Carrie Canham the curator of Ceredigion museum, Nicola Roberts of the 

RCAHMW and both Gari Jones and Ywain ap Dylan of Cynnal y Cardi both helped with the 

overall coordination of the festival.   

 

Preparation for the festival began around 3 months in advance of the festival weekend 

following initial discussions within the Trust in 2011. During this time AP and LA collated 

funds from DAT and also from Cynnal Y Cardi. 

 

During these initial planning stages it was agreed that the main activities of the festival 

should be hosted in the central part of the castle.  A license to hold the festival over the 

weekend of the 28th and 29th July was obtained from Ceredigion County Council and 

agreement was reached with Cadw over the events to be held within the castle which is a 

Scheduled Ancient Monument.  Activities would also be held at Ceredigion Museum to run 

alongside the events.  The museum is located approximately 800 metres away from the 

castle on Terrace Road.  Carrie Canham, the museum curator met with Trust staff regularly to 

help plan the coordination between the castle and the museum.  

 

List of meetings attended 

24th April 2012 – Start up meeting with Cynnal y Cardi 

3rd May 2012 – Meeting Cynnal y Cardi 

21st May Steering Group committee 

1st June 2012 – teleconference with Cynnal y Cardi 

27th June – meeting with Cynnal y Cardi, RCAHMW, Ceredigion Museum, Cambria Youth.  Site 

visit. 

 

Location 

Aberystwyth Castle is situated in the most western area of Aberystwyth town overlooking the 

Irish Sea and is a Council managed site.  There is no admission charge to the castle of which 

the ruinous gatehouse, curtain walls and towers are the most substantial standing remains.  

There is a crazy golf and children‟s play area in close vicinity to the castle as well as public 

toilets (including disabled).  Adjacent to the castle is a car park for around 60 cars which is 

privately run by St Michael‟s church as a pay and display car park.  The car park is only 

available to patrons of the church on a Sunday.  There is also limited parking running along 

the promenade in front of the castle.  Access to the castle is via a number of different routes 
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leading through the town, the castle is more commonly visited by people on foot that are 

„passing by‟.  

 

Activities and demonstrations 

Various groups and individuals (voluntary and professional) were contacted to provide 

demonstrations and activities during the festival. In accordance with the festival theme it was 

the intent to invite demonstrators to demonstrate activities that were related to either a 

medieval or Victorian/Edwardian theme. The range of activities, although diverse, 

complimented each other during the festival.   

 Woodturning on a pole lathe 

 Basket weaving 

 Storytelling 

 Spinning and weaving 

 Castle tours 

 Artefact demonstration and handling 

 Clay pot making 

 Live musicians, playing traditional and historical music 

 Victorian food tasting and cooking demonstrations 

 Face painting 

 Heraldry design 

 Medieval re-enactment group, medieval cooking, myth busters and battle re-enactment 

 Sand pit excavation 

 Sea-side cut out photo board 

 

Advertising and press releases 

Press releases were submitted to the Cambrian News, the Tivy-Side advertiser and also to the 

Ceredigion County Council press office (Appendix 1) The event was also listed online on the 

CBA list of nationwide Festival of British Archaeology events and within their event listings 

booklet distributed nationwide. The event was also publicised by Cadw within their Festival of 

British Archaeology Events 2012 leaflet circulated in the Heritage magazine. A list of contacts 

provided by Cynnal y Cardi was also contacted and information posted on several websites 

including; 

 www.tourism.Ceredigion.gov.uk 

 www.visitwales.co.uk 

 www.aberdiary.co.uk 

 www.visitmidwales.co.uk 

file://BUNKER/outreach/FBA%202012%20Aberystwyth%20Castle/www.tourism.Ceredigion.gov.uk
file://BUNKER/outreach/FBA%202012%20Aberystwyth%20Castle/www.visitwales.co.uk
file://BUNKER/outreach/FBA%202012%20Aberystwyth%20Castle/www.aberdiary.co.uk
http://www.visitmidwales.co.uk/
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The festival was also advertised on the DAT and the RCAHMW official websites as well as on 

the DAT Facebook and Twitter pages. A bilingual poster for the festival was produced and was 

distributed around the town of Aberystwyth (see appendix 2). It was also distributed amongst 

the local tourism information points including Ceredigion Museum and libraries. A bilingual 

press release was also sent out to all contacts on the DAT contact mailing list.  In addition 

900 bilingual leaflets were printed and distributed in the local area at shops, restaurants and 

various other establishments in the Aberystwyth area.   

 

Risk Assessment 

A full risk assessment for the festival was carried out after several site visits to the castle 

(appendix 3). 

 

Final activity/demonstrators booking 

Final bookings for demonstrators and activities were made about 4 weeks in advance of the 

festival and letters providing information and confirming logistics were sent to the 

demonstrators two weeks before the festival (appendix 4).  

 

Volunteers 

Tony Coombe and Matt Davies are regular volunteers with the Trust and manned the artefact 

demonstration and handling collections.  In addition Paul Chapman also volunteered along 

with younger volunteer, 12 year old Joanna Rees.   

 

 

Volunteers Tony Coombe demonstrates small Victorian medical instruments. 

Photo/Llun: M Ings July 2012 
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The Ceredigion Spinners and weavers group also volunteered to demonstrate over the 

weekend.   

 

Funding  

AP was responsible for the budgeting of the festival.  The festival is part funded by the Cynnal 

y Cardi project which is funded through the Rural Development plan for Wales 2007-2012 

which is funded by the Welsh Government and the European Agricultural Fund for Rural 

Development. 

 

All professionals were paid their going rates which included their travelling expenses.  All 

demonstrators were provided with lunch on both days and volunteers who joined us from the 

Carmarthenshire area were offered accommodation at a local hostel, they were also 

reimbursed the cost of their evening meal. 

 

 
Estimated Actual 

   
Tent / marquee: £1,200   

Tiger tents   950 

      

Re-enactment group, exhibitors 

and demonstrators 
£2,500   

      

      

Helen Campbell - basketry   350 

face painting   150 

Bubbling Stove   465 

woodturning   240 

Historia Normannis   100 

Musicians   400 

St John's ambulance   201.6 

story telling   600 

      

Printing costs for publicity   £100 100 

Translation services  £160 44.05 

Volunteer expenses:     

van hire   414 

travel   £800   

refreshments  £400 685 
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Misc. expenses:  including children‟s 

games, excavation sandpit, activity 

sheets etc.   

£200 125.34 

Seaside cut out board/J Heskin   155 

Security £551 551 

      

Estimated total costs  £5,911 5,530.99 

 

 

Car parking provisions and logistics 

The castle is in close proximity to Aberystwyth town centre.  Pay and display parking was 

available at St Michaels Church on the north-eastern edge of the castle.  The church kindly 

agreed to cordon off room for us to park our van and mini bus on both the Saturday and 

Sunday.  Extra room was also made available for us on the Friday and Saturday morning to 

allow demonstrators to unload their equipment.     

Prior to the event locations of all tents and demonstrators was decided after a site visit to 

Aberystwyth.  Ywain ap Dylan from Cynnal y Cardi arranged for two security staff to be 

present on both the Friday and Saturday nights from 6pm until 8am to ensure the safety of 

the tents and all equipment left by both the Trust and demonstrators.   

 

Setting up the castle field 

Setting up for the festival started on the Friday morning (27th July) with the arrival of the 

larger DAT tents from Tiger Tents.  SR met Tiger Tents on site to ensure that the tents were 

assembled in the right location.  It had been decided beforehand were to position all tents 

and activities although this was subject to change when we arrived on the Friday.    

Throughout the day the smaller DAT tents were erected and demonstrators arrived to 

assemble larger items.    

 

 

THE EVENT - Festival day Saturday July 28th 2012 

In total there were 7 DAT staff present on the Saturday.  There were also 2 staff from Cynnal 

y Cardi who were positioned at one of the main entrances and acted as “meet and greet” 

hosts along with MB.  The weather was dry and overcast in the morning becoming warmer in 

the afternoon.   
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The festival was advertised to begin at 10.30am but visitors were present from early morning 

due to the „always open‟ nature of the castle.  At midday the festival was busy but not to any 

critical level.  All members of staff and volunteers were able to stay at their assigned role and 

the schedule of events and activities ran smoothly.  An „A‟ frame board with a bilingual 

schedule of events (appendix 5) was placed at two of the main entrances to the castle.  A 

further „A‟ frame with a bilingual festival poster was placed next to the children‟s playground 

just outside the castle.   

 

At 2pm the attendance at the festival dropped dramatically as visitors left to see the carnival 

parade which was also taking place in Aberystwyth that day.  However by 3pm attendance 

had recovered and the festival remained busy until the end of the day. 

 

 

Festival day Sunday July 29th 2012 

In total there were 6 DAT staff present on the Saturday.  Again there were 2 staff from 

Cynnal y Cardi positioned again at one of the main entrances again acting as “meet and 

greet” hosts along with MB.  Weather conditions were dry and overcast with one very brief 

rain shower around 11am.  It did remain overcast throughout most of the day but also 

became warmer.  The Mayor visited the festival at 10.30 am and was given a guided tour of 

all the demonstrators and the DAT tent by Ken Murphy and Sarah Rees. 
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Ken Murphy and Sarah Rees greet the Mayor on Sunday at Aberystwyth Castle.  

Photo/Llun M Ings July 2012. 

 

Activities/demonstrations/events 

 Woodturning  

Rob Smith demonstrated traditional woodturning craft using a simply constructed pole lathe 

and allowed supervised “hands on” participation from the festival goers. 

 

 

Woodturner Rob Smith supervising a young visitor on the pole lathe.  
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Photo/Llun: M Ings July 2012 

 

 Basket Weaving 

Helen Campbell had previously demonstrated at both Garn Goch and Carreg Cennen festivals 

and was happy to return to demonstrate again.  Helen set up in one of DAT‟s tents next to 

one of the main entrances into the castle.  Helen demonstrated various weaving techniques 

for a range a products. This was another “hands on activity” and was immensely popular on 

both days; visitors to Helen‟s tent were able to weave and take home a variety of items 

including woven headbands, fruit baskets and various hanging shapes.   

 

 

Basket weaver Helen Campbell demonstrates to a family. Photo/Llun M Ings July 2012. 

 

 Storytelling 

Story tellers Milly Jackdaw and Peter Stevenson told magical tales over the weekend to both 

young and old visitors.  The musicians at the event joined in with their stories to help add 

extra depth to their stories.  The story tellers had two sessions on both days.  All of their 

sessions were well attended. 

 

A Story-teller weaves magical tales to a captivated group. Photo/Llun M Ings July 2012. 
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 Spinning 

Local group Ceredigion spinners and weavers volunteered to demonstrate for us over the 

weekend and this was another popular “hands on” activity.   

 

 

Visitors watch a weaving and spinning demonstration.  Photo/Llun: M Ings July 2012 

 

 Castle Tours 

Castle tours about the archaeology of Aberystwyth Castle took place 4 times over the 

weekend and were led by David Browne of the RCAHMW.  David Browne is the leading expert 

in the archaeology of the castle and has conducted excavations of the castle over a number of 

years.  Groups of attending visitors varied in size with the largest group being 15 and the 

smallest being 7.  

 

David Browne starts a Castle tour.  Photo/Llun: M Ings July 2012 
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 Artefact handling and DAT exhibition tent 

Exhibition panels providing information about DAT and current projects relevant to the region 

(Appendix 6), Archwilio and recent work conducted by the trust were set up inside the DAT 

tent.  A table displaying handling replica artefacts from the Cadw “Treasure Chest” handling 

collection representing aspects of medieval life was placed just in front of this tent.  Volunteer 

Tony Coombe also displayed his collection of Victorian medical instruments.  A member of 

staff was at the tent at all times to speak to visitors about DAT and current projects, they 

also collected “Expression of Interest” forms and “evaluation forms” from the visitors.  

Volunteers Tony Coombe and Matt Davies were at the handling table and were able to 

demonstrate and discuss the artefacts on the tables with interested visitors.  

 

Visitors at the DAT tent. Photo/Llun M Ings July 2012. 

 

 

Volunteers Tony Coombe and Matt Davies at the artefact handling table discussing the 

collection with visitors. 

Photo/Llun: M Ings July 2012 

 

 Coil and push pot making 

This activity was run by Sarah Rees and Felicity Sage with the help of volunteer Joanna Rees 

and was extremely busy on Saturday.  During the day over 120 coil and push pots were 



14 
 

made with up to 15 children making pots on occasion. Visitors were able to take their pot 

home to dry.  The 14.5 kilos of clay we purchased for this activity ran out towards the end of 

the day.  Whilst the activity had originally been planned for the two days it was replaced by 

“Design your own coat of arms” on the Sunday.   

 

 

Sarah Rees makes Coil pots with visiting children. 

Photo/Llun: L Austin July 2012 

  



15 
 

 

 Live musicians 

Musicians Ceri Matthews and Elsa Davies played traditional music at set times throughout the 

weekend however they also joined in with the story tellers to add extra depth to their stories.  

Their music added a relaxed atmosphere to both days. 

 

 

Musicians Ceri Matthews and Elsa Davies playing traditional music to the audience in the 

castle. 

Photo/Llun: M Ings July 2012 

 

 Victorian food tasting and cooking demonstrations  

Food demonstrators Bubbling Stove gave demonstrations of Victorian food cooking and also 

offered tasting of range of Victorian foods ranging from moulded jellies to wild boar pate. The 

stall was extremely popular on both days with no leftover food at the end of the day. 

 

Seren offers Victorian food tasting. 

Photo/Llun: M Ings July 2012 
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 Face painting  

Although not strictly in keeping with a medieval or Victorian theme the face painting did 

prove extremely popular.  Fiona from Pixiemoon demonstrated her face painting skills on 

Sunday and throughout the day had a long line of eager visitors waiting to have their faces or 

arms painted.   

 

A young visitor has a dragon painted on his arm. 

Photo/Llun: M Ings July 2012 

 

 Design your own coat of arms/Crown 

This activity run by SR and FS was available on the Sunday and was available in the same 

tent as face painting.   Children were given their own worksheets whilst waiting for face 

painting and could design their own coat of arms or crown.   

 

 Medieval re-enactment group, medieval cooking, myth busters and battle re-enactment 

Historical re-enactment group Historia Normannis demonstrated parts of medieval life over 

the weekend which included medieval cooking, battle re-enactment, medieval clothing, 

singing workshops and also myth busters.  The group of 9 members drew crowds throughout 

the weekend with their battle re-enactment demonstrations proving the most popular. 
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Historia Normannis demonstrate medieval life. 

Photo/Llun: M Ings July 2012 

 

 

 

Historia Normannis demonstrate the impact of a sword on a cabbage.  Photo/Llun: M Ings 

July 2012 

 

 Sand pit excavation 

The sand pit excavation pit was brought along by Ceredigion Museum and the Young 

Archaeologists Club.  However as the museum was only open on the Saturday it was only 

manned by staff on Saturday.  On the Sunday DAT staff KM, FS and SR staffed the 

excavation pit.  This activity proved to be another constantly busy attraction particularly with 

younger children.   



18 
 

 

Ken Murphy explaining excavation to children at the excavation sand pit.  Photo/Llun: M Ings 

July 2012 

 

 Sea-side cut out photo board 

To add to the Victorian theme of the weekend we had a seaside photo cut out board which 

was positioned next to the DAT exhibition tent.  The board was designed and painted by local 

artist Julieann Heskin.  The board proved popular with young and old alike with many 

photographs being taken throughout the weekend.   

 

Children making use of the seaside photo cut out.  Photo/Llun: M Ings July 2012 

 

Ceredigion Museum events 

As part of the Festival Ceredigion Museum  held series of events including a children‟s 

treasure trail around the galleries.. The museum was closed on the Sunday.  A town tour led 

by Michael Freeman left the castle twice during the day to end at the museum.  In addition to 

this a talk entitled „Revealing Roman life.   Finds from Abermagwr Romano-British villa, 



19 
 

Ceredigion” hosted by Toby Driver.  The Young archaeologists club also held a treasure trail 

around the museum.   

Carrie Canham reported that the Museum had a very busy day with visitor numbers 

increasing by 10 per cent. 15 visitors also arrived for the talk hosted by Toby Driver. In 

addition the treasure trail was also attended well throughout the day with approximately 30 

children taking part.  However the town tour which left the castle was not so well attended 

and it is assumed that visitors did not want to leave the castle to go to another location. 

 

The Punch and Judy shows originally advertised in the Museums schedule was cancelled due 

to unforeseen problems.  They were not included in the weekend‟s „what‟s on‟ schedule. 

 

Refreshments 

As part of our licence to hold the festival at the castle grounds we were not allowed to sell 

food and drink within the grounds.  However as we were close to town refreshments were 

available locally and an ice cream stand was available, positioned at St Michaels car park 

during Saturday.  Refreshments were also available to purchase on the nearby promenade. 

 

Packing up post festival 

Packing up after the festival began that evening as security was not available overnight on 

Sunday.  Tiger Tents arrived at 5pm to pack away their tents and DAT staff cleared packed 

away our tents and exhibitions.  Carrie Canham from Ceredigion Museum arrived to collect 

their exhibition and the Young Archaeologists excavation sand pit.   

No damage occurred over the course of the weekend and there was no litter left on site.   

 

EVALUATION 

Visitor figures 

Aberystwyth castle is  a “free” attraction and is commonly used as a “walk through” en-route 

to other locations.  It is estimated that just over 2000 visitors attended the festival over the 

weekend. These figures are based on figures from Cynnal y Cardi who acted as “Meet and 

greet” hosts at one of the main entrances to the castle.  The count from Cynnal Y Cardi was 

695 on the Saturday and 1052 on the Sunday.  Aberystwyth castle however has many 

entrances to the site so it is believed that the actual numbers of visitors was much higher.  

Aberystwyth carnival held on the Saturday afternoon also had an effect on visitor numbers as 

festival visitors left for the carnival procession at 2pm.  Visitors who specifically visited the 

DAT exhibition tent were also counted with 321 visiting on the Saturday and 258 on the 
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Sunday. His suggests that there may well have been higher numbers overall on the Saturday 

than the Sunday.  

 

Evaluation forms 

Evaluation forms for the event were provided by the CBA (appendix 6). Staff from Cynnal y 

Cardi and MB stopped festival leavers at the main castle entrance and asked them to fill in 

these evaluation forms and also to place a sticker on the “target boards”. These “target 

boards” were a large target consisting of a red “bull‟s eye” encircled by a blue and green ring 

respectively. A dotted line bisected this target. Above each half was a bilingual question; “Did 

you enjoy your visit?” on one half and “Did you learn something new?” above the other. The 

red zone indicated the answer “yes”, the blue equalled “maybe” and green indicating “no”. 

Festival leavers were asked to place a sticky star on the coloured zone they considered to be 

their answer. This exercise was most popular with the younger festival audience in particular 

although some older festival visitors did enjoy the novelty of the sticky star and were happier 

to complete this exercise rather than fill out an evaluation form. On both targets the red bull‟s 

eye was thoroughly covered in stars with some peripheral stars in the blue ring and a few 

stars in the green ring for both Saturday and Sunday‟s target (appendix 7).  

In addition an unmanned target was placed next to the Clay pot/Heraldry design tent on both 

Saturday and Sunday. On both targets the red bull‟s eye was again thoroughly covered in 

stars with some peripheral stars in the blue ring and in the green ring for both Saturday and 

Sunday‟s target. 

In total, only 19 completed evaluation forms were returned. Based on the minimum visitor 

figure of 2000, the return percentage rate is 0.95% which is poor. Such a low response rate 

is contributed to by the fact that evaluation forms were only available on the Sunday. 

The results of the evaluation forms are as follows: 

 

 Welsh speaking: 68% No, 32% Yes. 

 Gender: 47% Male, 53% Female 

 

 Strongly 

Agree 

Agree Disagree Strongly 

disagree 

I had an enjoyable time. 15 4 0 0 

I understand more about the past. 8 11 0 0 

I found out how to do some new 

things  

8 11 0 0 

I‟ve learnt more about archaeology 8 11 0 0 
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from this event. 

I am more interested in the 

archaeology and history or the area 

following this event. 

10 9 0 0 

 

 

Age 

range 

Under 

14 

14-17 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ 

 3 0 0 3 4 5 1 2 

 

Within the age range group, 2 people did not declare their age.  Out of the 19 forms 

completed only 1 of those was in Welsh.   

 

Discussion of results 

From this small sample it is encouraging to see that the feedback is largely positive. There 

was also an option for festival leavers to provide extra information in an “Any other 

comments” box. Of the 19 completed forms only 7 included comments in this box. Below are 

a few examples from the evaluation forms: 
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All of the comments received on forms were positive praising various aspects of the festival. 

Whilst the range of activities and events were quite miscellaneous they proved to be very 

successful and provided an interesting range and dynamic to the festival. 

One of the biggest criticisms raised during conversations with DAT staff during the weekend 

was the lack of litter bins placed around the site.  While there were a number of council bins 

placed around the castle there was not one within the immediate area of the festival activities 

and whilst there was a bin placed by DAT staff outside the clay pot tent there were no others 

immediately available.  There did not seem to be, however an on-going problem with litter 

throughout the weekend and at the end of the weekend DAT staff only removed 2 black bags 

full of rubbish from the whole site.   

Another criticism we received during conversation was that the event was not widely enough 

publicised.  A member of the public commented that we should have advertised in the local 

paper.    In fact the event was advertised in the paper, with a great deal other advertising 

undertaken in the area to promote the event.  Clearly, however, there is always scope for 

further publicity and as always the marketing strategy is a major consideration for future 

events. 

 

Meeting the events objectives/legacy 

The festival was successful in meeting all of its objectives: 

 Provide an accessible and alternative opportunity for people to experience their local 

heritage. 

 To celebrate and showcase this “local heritage” as some of the best of British 

Archaeology. 

 To provide an educational and entertaining event to increase an awareness and 

knowledge of local heritage. 

 To encourage local people to experience and discover their local heritage. 

 To attract a diverse audience. 

Across the weekend over 2000 visitors attended the festival. These visitors were made up of 

a diverse audience representing cross generational families, local people and visiting tourists 

as well as a small number of disabled and wheelchair bound visitors.  Whilst the biggest 

visitor numbers came from „passers-by‟ according to the evaluation forms, it is important to 
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note that these visitors did stay to experience the range of activities with some returning on 

the Sunday.  These people may not have envisioned themselves attending an archaeology 

festival however were quite happy to engage with the festival itself which provided an 

enjoyable and alternative experience of the castle which was accessible to all.  

 

In addition DAT also had some objectives which were also part of our funding application to 

Cynnal y Cardi; 

 Help to establish new networks between community groups and individuals with the 

organisations represented which will continue to be built upon in the future. 

 Strengthen future partnerships between organisations through having developed new 

areas of joint working 

 Provide information to members of the public on how to continue to access existing 

historic environment information resources which will help and encourage them to use these 

resources in the future 

 Provide an opportunity for members of the public to try out new skills  

 Reach a diverse audience and enrich people‟s knowledge and experience of their 

historic environment.  

Whilst organising the festival we were able to meet and work with different individual and 

community groups which has enable DAT to strengthen its links in the area.  In addition to 

this we were able to engage with many local visitors to the festival and discuss our current 

projects in the area as well as identify areas where new community projects may exist.     

The festival attracted a varied audience and therefore achieved a number of these objectives. 

Twenty two “Contact Database registration” forms were completed by festival visitors who 

were keen to remain in contact with DAT and be informed of additional events and 

opportunities. This data has now been added to the DAT contacts database and mailing lists.  

 

Elsewhere on the form the question “How did you find out about the event?” also provided a 

brief glimpse of quite critical information. From the number of visitors it was clear that the 

event had been advertised successfully even though 35 per cent of visitors (albeit from this 

sample) were passers-by. The first most successful form of advertising was the press releases 

in the local newspapers. This was then followed by online advertising and then the sightings 

of the posters and leaflets. Word of mouth also appeared to be quite effective which the 

increase of visitor numbers on the Sunday been contributed too by Saturday‟s visitors 

recommendations.  
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As a result of the event contact was made with a variety of organisations including CAVs and 

a north Ceredigion Home Education group who are keen to develop a partnership with DAT to 

develop and deliver new learning opportunities in North Ceredigion. 

 

Information was also provided by visitors on historic buildings and sites which local 

communities might be interested to research and record. In particular another possible Cegin 

Foch building outside of Llanrhystud was identified . 

 

Talks are also currently on-going with Ceredigion Museum regarding a possible community 

excavation at Llannon. 

 

Post festival administration 

After the festival Sarah Rees contacted the demonstrators individually by email to thank them 

for their contribution to the festival. All of the individuals and groups involved reported having 

an enjoyable time and wished to be contacted again for future events.  They all also offered 

positive feedback on the event 

 

Invoices were sent directly to Cynnal y Cardi by demonstrators for payment 30 days from 

date of invoice.   

 

Reflections and recommendations 

Overall DAT, Ceredigion Museum, RCAHMW and Cynnal y Cardi consider the event to be a 

success.  The event was visited by a great number of people who an enjoyable time in a 

relaxed atmosphere.  These were for the greater part visitors who had not made the decision 

to visit the event but people who came across it.  There was a mixture of visiting tourists as 

well people local to the area and for most, the festival provided an opportunity to discover or 

to rediscover, the local archaeology and heritage and to celebrate this in an interactive and 

inclusive environment. 

The success of this festival could not have been possible without the efficient teamwork and 

support of the DAT, Ceredigion museum and RCAHMW staff collaboration. Financial support 

and assistance from Cynnal y Cardi was also integral to this achievement.    

 

The two previous festivals have given DAT much insight into how to organise an event of this 

size and the valuable lessons learnt at Garn Goch and Carreg Cennen mean that this year‟s 

festival was executed with no major issues of grievances.  Early planning and preparation as 
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well as delegation of tasks between DAT, Ceredigion museum, RCAHMW and Cynnal y Cardi 

proved again to be efficient way of ensuring the festival ran smoothly.   

 

When planning for this festival the previous festivals report at Carreg Cennen was referred to 

on a number of occasions.  In particular the „reflections and recommendations‟ were taken on 

board to ensure the Aberystwyth Festival acknowledged any important issues.  However it 

would seem that every event is unique and the same issues did not apply to Aberystwyth as 

had for Carreg Cennen.  The most important key components of this festival differed 

somewhat to those of the earlier festival. 

 

 An efficient and productive collaboration between DAT, Ceredigion Museum, RCAHMW 

and Cynnal y Cardi  ensured an effective delegation of tasks and responsible for a successful 

output.  

 

 New relationships made with local groups and individuals have meant establishing new 

links which has not only increased our presence in Ceredigion but also helped benefit local 

groups and individuals.  

 

 A varied and dynamic advertising strategy should be employed to reach a more far 

reaching and varied audience.  

 

 An easily accessible and familiar location does not ensure greater attendance however 

it does offer potential for „passers-by‟, who might not normally be interested in attending an 

„Archaeology‟ event to be attracted.  Holding an event at an attraction already free to enter 

means there is no extra „pull factor‟ to see an historic attraction.   

 

 A varied range of “hands on” and interactive activities and events are most popular.  

 

Finally a quick summary of some of the weaker components of the festival and 

recommendations for future events: 

 To ensure that more provision is made for the disposal of litter on site 

 Further and more extensive efforts should be made to advertise events more widely.   
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Cadw‟s Festival of British Archaeology Events 2012 leaflet 
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Appendix 2 
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Appendix 3 
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Appendix 4 
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Appendix 5 
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Appendix 6 

Posters created for FBA2012 to encourage community interest at the festival.  Exhibited in addition to DAT’s other project posters. 
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Appendix 7 
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Appendix 8 

Target board, Main Entrance. Saturday 28th July 2012 
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Target board, Placed outside Clay pot tent. Saturday 28th July 2012 
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Target board, Main Entrance. Sunday 29th July 2012 
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Target board, Placed outside Clay pot tent. Saturday 28th July 2012 
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Festival of British Archaeology 2012 

 

Medieval and Victorian Festival at Aberystwyth Castle, Aberystwyth, Ceredigion 

 

 

RHIF YR ADRODDIAD / REPORT 2012/62 

RHIF Y PROSIECT / PROJECT RECORD 2012/62 

Awst 2012 

August 2012 

 

Paratowyd yr adroddiad hwn gan / This report has been prepared by  

 

Swydd / Position: Sarah Rees 

 

Llofnod / Signature ............………….................  Dyddiad / Date    

 

Mae‟r adroddiad hwn wedi ei gael yn gywir a derbyn sêl bendith 

This report has been checked and approved by  

 

Swydd / Position: Louise Austin 

Llofnod / Signature    Dyddiad / Date   12th September 2012 

 

ar ran Ymddiriedolaeth Archaeolegol Dyfed Cyf. 

on behalf of Dyfed Archaeological Trust Ltd. 

 

Yn unol â‟n nôd i roddi gwasanaeth o ansawdd uchel, croesawn unrhyw sylwadau sydd 

gennych ar gynnwys neu strwythur yr adroddiad hwn 

 

As part of our desire to provide a quality service we would welcome any comments you may 

have on the content or presentation of this report 
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